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Uniting Through Music: Israeli and Memphis Musicians 
Join Together for Unique Candlelight Concert

In a moving testament to the unifying 
nature of music, Israeli and Memphis 
musicians are preparing to share the 
stage for a highly anticipated Candle-
light Concert celebrating the Young Is-
rael of Memphis’ 25th Anniversary on 
Sunday, August 31.

The unique milestone event will 
feature a rare collaboration between 
world-renowned Israeli performers and 
leading members of the Memphis Sym-
phony Orchestra. Acclaimed composer 
and pianist Tomer Adaddi will be joined 
by Israeli cellist Elad Kabilio and vio-
list David Pedraza in a program blend-

ing well-known classical compositions, 
original arrangements and Jewish soul. 
They will be accompanied by local tal-
ent Diane Cohen, first violinist with the 
Memphis Symphony Orchestra, and 
fellow Memphis Symphony Orchestra 
member, clarinetist Rena Feller.

For Cohen, the opportunity to per-
form with the Israeli artists carries per-
sonal significance: “This concert brings 
together musicians who speak the same 
language of heart and heritage, even if 
we’ve never shared a stage before. It’s 
an honor to represent Memphis in such 
a meaningful collaboration.”

Rena Feller echoed the sentiment, 
adding, “The blend of local and inter-
national musicians adds an emotional 
depth that’s truly special.”

Tomer Adaddi, known for his or-
chestral arrangements and performanc-
es with artists like Andrea Bocelli and 
Avraham Fried, described the event as a 
celebration of Jewish connection.

“We come from different places – Is-
rael and Memphis – but we’re telling a 
shared story through music,” he said. 
“And to do so in candlelight, with such 
thoughtful community energy behind it, 
is something extraordinary.”

The evening will also feature a spe-
cial appearance by Amitai Horowitz, a 
gifted young violinist and member of 
the Young Israel community, who will 
join the ensemble as second violinist for 
what is certain to be a memorable piece.

Prior to the Concert, guests will enjoy 
a gourmet buffet reception catered by 
Celebrity Chef Erling Jensen.

The concert promises to be more than 
just musical excellence. It marks a mo-
ment of unity between generations, tra-
ditions and continents, celebrating the 
25th Anniversary of the Young Israel of 
Memphis. HW

Tomer Adaddi Rena Feller Diane Cohen

Federation’s PJ Library Sparks a Love of Jewish Life and 
Learning in Our Youngest Memphians

Young Jewish families: are you look-
ing for a way to engage your little ones 
in the Jewish community from an ear-
ly age? PJ Library isn’t just delivering 
books; it’s building a vibrant, joyful hub 
for young Jewish life in our city. From 
festive celebrations to meaningful learn-
ing adventures, PJ Library Memphis is 
forging lasting connections and enrich-
ing Jewish Memphis families, one en-
gaging event at a time.

PJ Library, the national program that 

sends Jewish children free monthly 
books honoring Jewish culture and val-
ues, is managed locally by the Memphis 
Jewish Federation. Thanks to the Barba-
ra and Earl Magdovitz Family, the Har-
old Grinspoon Foundation and donors 
to the Annual Community Campaign, 
PJ Library delivers books to over 280 
children in Memphis.

But in Memphis, PJ Library has be-
come something even more special: a 
vibrant community, bringing families 

together through shared celebrations, 
engaging learning experiences, and joy-
ful Jewish moments all year long.

“PJ Library has been such a blessing 
for our family,” shared Natalie Klaven, 
a parent whose children regularly attend 
the programming. “My children abso-
lutely love the events, and it’s been won-
derful to connect with other Jewish fam-
ilies in Memphis. It truly feels like we’re 
building a stronger community together.”

We’re excited to bring families to-
gether for another year of community 
events, starting with the Young Family 

Kickoff Celebration on Sunday, Au-
gust 17. It will be a fun-filled, outdoor 
event featuring a bounce house, water 
balloons, relay races, sweet treats from 
Kona Ice, and more.

Last year’s kickoff, held at the MJCC 
Pavilion, was a fun-filled day of outdoor 
games, a bounce house and pizza, draw-
ing 45 families and 115 people. It served 
as the perfect launchpad for a year of en-
gaging PJ Library programming. We’re 
sure this upcoming kickoff for 2025 will 

By Sarah Besser Snyder, Engagement Manager, 
Jewish Community Partners

Memphis families enjoyed successful event programming last year through PJ Library, including the 2024 Kickoff in the summer and the 2nd Annual 
Pajamakkah Party in the winter.

(See PJ Library Page 2)
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One of the smoothest home sales of my life. Brian did all 

the work and made it happen!
“

“

“ Brian is on top of  his game & is the most awesome closer! “

Memphis Community 
to Come Together for 
Inspirational Pre-High 
Holiday Concert

The community is buzzing with ex-
citement as the “Sounds of the High 
Holidays” concert, featuring one of the 
most sought-after Jewish singers, the 
world-renowned singing sensation Eli 
Marcus, makes its way to Memphis on 
Sunday, September 14 at the Belz The-
ater at the MJCC.

 The concert promises to be an unfor-
gettable evening of music and inspira-
tion, as Eli Marcus brings his soulful 
voice and heartfelt performances to the 

stage. The event is designed to prepare 
and get us in the mood to usher in the 
High Holiday season and will feature a 
special mix of music that will leave at-
tendees feeling uplifted and connected.

“Music is the language of the soul,” 
said Rabbi Levi Klein director of 
Chabad of Memphis, who is hosting 
the event. “It is a unique opportunity 
for our community to come together 
and prepare for the High Holidays in a 
meaningful, entertaining and uplifting 
way.

Eli Marcus’s music has the power to 
touch our hearts and souls, and we’re 
thrilled to have him share his gift with 
us,” he continued.

Tickets for the concert start at $25 
and can be purchased online at www.
JewishMemphis.com/concert with 
sponsorships and VIP Seating options 
available.

“A dessert buffet will follow the con-
cert,” said Rivky Klein co-director of 
Chabad, “This concert is a rare oppor-
tunity for Memphis to experience music 
of this caliber. It is an inspiring evening 
of music, that you don’t want to miss 
and is sure to be a memorable experi-
ence for all who attend.”

For more information visit www.
JewishMemphis.com or contact 
Chabad at 901-754-0404 or Chabad@
JewishMemphis.com HW

World-renowned singing 
sensation Eli Marcus

PJ Library...
(Continued From Page 1)

be just as memorable.
Throughout last year, PJ Library 

Memphis continued to offer plenty of 
family fun:

• November 2024: 30 families (72 
people) gather for a delightful Young 
Family Ice Cream Social, providing a 
sweet opportunity for connection and 
community building.

• December 2024: Our 2nd Annu-
al Pajamakkah Party was a resounding 
success and by far the largest event of 
the year. This vibrant Hanukkah carni-
val brought together an impressive 97 
families (257 people). The event’s suc-
cess was amplified by strong partner-
ships with nine different organizations, 
including Margolin Hebrew Academy 
(MHA), Bornblum Jewish Commu-
nity School, Chabad of Memphis, the 
Memphis Jewish Community Center 
(MJCC), Memphis Jewish Experience, 
Temple Israel and The Barbara K. Lip-

man Early Learning Center, Beth Sho-
lom, Young Israel of Memphis and Bar-
on Hirsch.

• January 2025: PJ Library partnered 
with the Civil Rights Museum for an 
impactful MLK Storytime at Novel. 
This educational event allowed 11 fam-
ilies (27 people) to learn about Martin 
Luther King Jr., and a week-long fund-
raiser hosted by Novel further supported 
the initiative.

• February 2025: Our Tu Bishvat 
Family Celebration, engaging 39 fam-
ilies (118 people) in a meaningful ex-
ploration of nature and Jewish values. 
This event also benefited from strong 
collaborations with MJCC, MHA and 
Bornblum.

• April 2025: PJ Library also fos-
tered intergenerational connections at 
a Backyard BBQ held at the Memphis 
Jewish Home & Rehab (MJHR). This 
heartwarming event brought together 
six families (30 people) and residents of 
MJHR, creating memorable moments 

for all.
Building off the momentum of last 

year’s success, PJ Library Memphis is 
excited to kick off another year of en-
riching programming! Mark your calen-
dars for the Young Family Kickoff Cele-
bration on Sunday, August 17 at 9:30-11 
a.m. at the MJCC’s Judy and Larry 
Moss Family Pavilion. It will be a fan-
tastic event for the whole family, and an 
opportunity to connect with other Jew-
ish families and introduce your children 
to the joy of PJ Library programming. 
We can’t wait to see you there! RSVP 
today at: tinyurl.com/35xd79dt. HW

Portland 
Police Learns 
Antisemitic 
Vandal It Sought 
Already in Jail

(JNS) – A week after the Portland Po-
lice Bureau, in Oregon, sought the pub-
lic’s help identifying a suspect accused 
of vandalizing a “Portland business with 
Jewish cultural practices” with a swasti-
ka on June 14, the department found its 
man – already jailed.

The department stated last Wednes-
day that it identified the suspect as Jo-
seph Thompson, 38, who had been in-
carcerated at the Multnomah County 
Detention Center on other charges since 
early July, based on community tips.

Police said that Thompson is charged 
with a bias crime in the second degree.

Thompson was jailed on July 1 for 
allegedly threatening several people, in-
cluding a security guard, with a knife, 
according to court documents. HW

PAST ISSUES
NOW AVAILABLE 

ONLINE AT
HEBREWWATCHMAN.COM

2021
through

May 2025



 hebrewwatchman.com    |     THE HEBREW WATCHMAN 	   AUGUST 14, 2025    |     PAGE 3

The MJCC Larisa and Ben Baer 
Senior Adult Club Happenings
Lunch is Monday–Friday at 11:30 a.m. All programs start at 12:15 p.m.
Monthly Luncheon is at noon.

Why did this happen?

Life Member, Multi-Million Dollar Club
Memphis Area Association of Realtors

Cell 901.483.0546 • Office 901.682.1868
shelrose@memphisrelocate.com

Sheldon Rosengarten,
Broker

REALTOR Emeritus*
*Awarded by the National Association of Realtors

for 40 Years of Service.

When you want the job DONE, call Shel-DONE!

Did I mention multiple offers? And OVER list price? And, no, 8397 
Willow Oak wasn’t listed too cheap. Being prepared before going 

on the market gives you the best chance of making the most money 
and creating your own “sweet spot” in the market. Thinking of 

selling or know someone who might be? Remember…

In ONE Day in Germantown

Monday, August 18
Mid-South Hobbies will bring a spe-

cial Art Project for the group to do.
We recently went on a field trip to 

their Summer Ave. location. They al-
ways bring a cool project for the group.  
There is no charge for this event. Their 
teachers make it very fun and enjoy-
able. No experience is necessary, and 
if the project is not finished, they give 
everyone the supplies to finish at their 
own home. Come have a nice lunch 
and bring home something that you did 
yourself. Reservations are needed by the 
Friday before so we have enough proj-
ects and food for everyone.

Wednesday, August 20
August MJCC Larisa and Ben Baer 

Senior Adult Club Monthly Luncheon
The luncheon will feature musical 

duo, Elmo and Lester! “Elmo” Lee 
Thomas is a Memphis native, best 
known as the leader of the iconic Mem-
phis Band Elmo and the Shades. Elmo 
has long been recognized as one of the 
region’s top harmonica talents, and is 
equally capable of lighting up the stage 
with his roots inspired guitar approach. 
He has performed on NPR’s Beale Street 
Caravan and had television appearances 
including commercials and movies. In 
spring of 2015, he toured Vietnam spon-
sored by the United States State depart-
ment, representing Memphis Music to 
celebrate the normalization of relations 
between Vietnam and the U.S.

Elmo and Lester was formed in 2017 
by two former Overton High School 
classmates and has been having a suc-

cessful run since. The duo had a res-
idency at The Graceland Guesthouse 
and have played restaurants, wineries, 
parties, senior communities and more. 
Their show is a high energy journey 
through a variety of musical styles and 
eras, from the American Songbook, 50’s 
& 60’s rock & roll, country, blues, jazz, 
rhythm and blues, and beyond.

Please call the front desk at 901-
761-0810 to reserve your seats. Enter-
tainment provided by Creative Aging. 
Lunch sponsored by Humana.

Monday, August 25
Speaker: Rabbi Yosef Braha, Rosh 

Kollel and director of operations of 
the Memphis Kollel

“Ask the Rabbi”
His talks are always one of the high-

lights for the speaker series. Bring all 
your Jewish questions and queries that 
you have been wondering about, but 
maybe, were afraid to ask. No questions 
too tough! With the Jewish High Holy 
Days just a few weeks away, this is a per-
fect time to get answers to many of the 
questions you have been thinking about! 
Rabbi Braha always has a nice, and 
sometimes humorous answer. Have a 
nice lunch and an informative afternoon.

Wednesday, August 27
Speaker: Cindi Longmire, repre-

sentative of Silverts, adaptive Cloth-
ing and Footwear

Topic: Adaptive Clothing and Foot-
wear

Adaptive clothing provides easy 
dressing solutions with adaptive designs 
for seniors and disabled people. Clothes 
for seniors should be easy to wear so 
they don’t have to struggle needless-
ly with narrow neck openings or diffi-
cult-to-button pants or waist bands to 
dress or undress.

Adaptive clothing features open back 
functionality in tops, side open designs 
in pants, hidden magnetic snap fasten-
ers instead of conventional buttons and 
easy touch closures in footwear. All 
these helpful features enable seniors or 
disabled people to dress with dignity, 
comfort and style.

This clothing can be a real game 
changer for people who sometimes 
struggle getting in or out their clothes. 
Cindi will also have some samples to 
show. This company has been around 
since 1930! The program will start at 
12 p.m. Reservations are only needed 
for the lunch! Call Steve Kaplan at 901-
259-9220 with any questions.

Please join us Monday through Friday 
for a delicious kosher lunch from the 
kitchens at Memphis Jewish Home & 
Rehab. The cost is only $2 for seniors. 
Reservations are required the day before 
by 1 p.m. by contacting Steve Kaplan, 
Adult Services Coordinator, at 901-
259-9220 or stevekaplan@jccmemphis.
org or by calling the front desk at 901-
761-0810. Steve works Monday through 
Thursday 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. HW

Elmo and Lester

Weekly Word of Torah
Torah on the Road: Teaching for the 
Long Journey

I remember when I was 10, my fam-
ily went on an epic RV trip around the 
Grand Canyon. Late on a Friday after-
noon, my father and I were tying string 
between poles, creating a makeshift 
eiruv, a symbolic enclosure, around 
our little campsite. Before we began, 
he taught me some of the halachot, 
the laws, behind what we were doing 
– how Jewish law prohibits carrying in 
a reshut harabim, a public domain, on 
Shabbat. But through the mechanism of 
a tzurat hapetach – literally, a “form of 
a doorway” made by stretching a wire or 
string across two poles – we could en-
close our camping area and carry within 
it as if it were a private space.

I don’t think I understood all the tech-
nical details back then. But I do remem-
ber the feeling: that Torah comes with 
us, wherever we go. Between shopping 
for kosher food at far-flung Walmarts 
and cooking in two-square-feet of kitch-
en space, I became more aware than 
ever of how deeply embedded Torah is 
in our daily lives – even, or especially, 
on the road.

This week’s parsha, Eikev, reminds 
us how richly detailed Torah life is. It 
shapes what we eat, how we speak, how 
we build our homes, how we build our-
selves. These mitzvot can seem like a 
lot. Yet Moshe Rabbenu, as the Ramban 
points out in Devarim 10:13, reframes 
it all with just two words: “l’tov lach” 
– “it is for your good.” Torah doesn’t 
burden us. It builds us.

But how do we transmit that message 
to our children?

Devarim 11:19 commands: “You 
shall teach them to your children… 
when you sit in your house and when 
you walk on the road…” The Ketav 
Sofer notices a subtle but telling shift: 
the verse begins in the plural –“you [plu-
ral] shall teach” – but then moves into 
the singular –“when you [singular] sit 
in your house…” Why? Because while 
teaching Torah is a communal responsi-
bility, it is made real through the person-
al example of each individual parent.

Torah is not only passed down in 
classrooms or shuls. It is lived in 
Walmart aisles and RV kitchens. It’s 
modeled when a parent patiently builds 
a halachic structure with their child in a 
dusty campground – showing that wher-
ever we are, Torah is our compass.

As we return to school routines, 
new teachers, new classrooms, and a 
renewed set of expectations, it’s easy 
to feel overwhelmed. But just like the 
mitzvot in this week’s parsha, these de-
mands are ultimately “l’tov lach” – for 
our benefit, and for the long-term growth 
of our students and our community.

To all the families, educators, and 
supporters in our Memphis Jewish com-
munity: thank you for living Torah not 
just in the beit midrash, but in the car-
pool lines, the dinner tables, and yes, 
even the campgrounds. May we all be 
blessed with a year of growth, meaning, 
and Torah that travels with us – wher-
ever we go.

R. Dr. Gavriel Brown is the Head of 
School of Margolin Hebrew Academy - 
Feinstone Yeshiva of the South HW
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The Scribbler 
On the Roof

By Ted Roberts
The best of 
Ted’s work — 
a collection 
of stories 
designed to 
make you 
laugh and cry.

$10.95
AVAILABLE AT LULU.COM

Services Available
Driver 
Courteous & reliable person 
to take you anywhere you 
need to go in Memphis & 
surrounding areas: Doctor’s 
Appointments, Shopping, 
Errands, Airport. Available 
weekdays & weekends.
House & Dog Sitting 
I love dogs & can stay at your 
house while you are away.

Call Rick Danzig: 
901-337-6009 

H E B R E W  C L A S S E S
A D U L T  U L P A N

S U N D A Y  M O R N I N G S  

S E P T E M B E R  T H R O U G H  M A Y

C o n t a c t  r e b e c c a f @ t i m e m p h i s . o r g

B e g i n n e r , i n t e r m e d i a t e , a d v a n c e d

$ 1 8  -  M E m b e r s  |  $ 3 6  -  N o n - m e m b e r s

deadline to register is AUGUST 24

Seventy-five summers of friendship, 
fun, and unforgettable memories! This 
year, the Memphis Jewish Community 
Center (MJCC) Day Camp marked a 
major milestone with a joyful celebra-
tion of its 75th birthday – and it did so in 
true MJCC style, with over 650 campers 
filling the campus with energy, laughter 
and excitement.

To celebrate this historic anniversa-
ry, MJCC Day Camp pulled out all the 
stops.

Campers enjoyed special events 
throughout the summer including ret-
ro-themed dress up days, lip-sync bat-
tles, birthday party celebrations and an 
Alumni Shabbat to Celebrate the 75th 
year with one Alumni present who was a 
counselor the first year that MJCC Day 
Camp began! Alumni, staff and families 
joined in the festivities, reflecting on de-

cades of MJCC memories while making 
new ones together.

“This is more than a camp – it’s a 
community,” said Camp Director Juli-
ana Kaitibi. “Celebrating 75 years with 
over 650 amazing campers this summer 
shows just how strong and special the 
MJCC Day Camp tradition really is. 
We’re proud of our history and thrilled 
about the future.”

This summer’s programming offered 
a perfect blend of classic camp activi-
ties and fresh new experiences. Camp-
ers swam, danced, explored nature, cre-
ated art, tried their hand at science and 
sports, and deepened friendships that 
will last long after the final camp-wide 
Shabbat. True to MJCC’s values, the 
camp continues to emphasize personal 
growth, Jewish identity, inclusion and 
community connection.

MJCC Day Camp in Memphis Celebrates a Fabulous 75th 
Birthday with Over 650 Campers!

As MJCC Day Camp wraps up this 
remarkable season, it does so with 
hearts full and eyes toward the future. 

The spirit that began in 1950 remains 
alive and well – growing stronger with 
each summer. HW

Alumni Shabbat
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Marjorie Taylor Greene Calls Gaza War a ‘Genocide,’ Likely the First 
Republican Lawmaker to Do So

Watch Them Thrive with In-Home Care
The specially trained caregivers at Comfort Keepers pro-
vide meaningful, in-home care so seniors can live inde-
pendently. From providing companionship to caring for 
those with dementia, we’re here to help your loved one 
thrive and give you peace of mind.

In-Home
Care Services

• Personal care

• Companionship and 
   housekeeping

• Dementia and 
   Alzheimer’s care

• Respite care

• Safety solutions

901-207-8209
Home + Life + Care | ComfortKeepers.com

Comfort Keepers of the Mid-South, 5668 S Rex Rd #200, Memphis, Tennessee 38119

© 2022 CK Franchising, Inc. An international network where most offices are independently owned and operated.

Rosh Hashanah Catering Menu

Sweet Noodle Kugel...................................
Herb Roasted Vegetables.........................
Garlic Haricuts Green Beans....................
Potato Kugel..................................................

$40

$30

$30

$30

Sides

Entrees
Slow Braised Roast Beef .......................
       Topped with Gravy
Honey Glazed Turkey Breast................
Boneless Roasted Chicken ...................
        3.5 lbs (feeds 10)
Beef Stuffed Cabbage ............................

$75

$55
$55

$40

Appetizers
Chicken Soup (1 qt.) ......
Matzah Balls (each)........
Challah Loaf (plain)........
Honey (2oz.).....................

$20
$3
$15

$1.50

Desserts
Chocolate Chip Cookies...........................
      One Dozen
Honey Cake....................................................
Apple Cake....................................................

$15

$20

$20

Place your order at byarbrough@memphisjewishhome.org or
call (901) 756-3220. Orders are due by Friday, September 5,

2025. Pick-up time will be Monday, September 22, 2025
between 11am-2pm.

U.S. Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene 
presides over a hearing of the 
House Oversight Subcommittee 
in the U.S. Capitol on February 26, 
2025, in Washington, D.C. Credit: 
Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images

By Grace Gilson
(JTA) – Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, 

a far-right Georgia Republican who 
has previously advocated against U.S. 
funding to Israel and been accused of 
antisemitism, appeared to be the first 
Republican in Congress to call Israel’s 
war in Gaza a “genocide.”

“It’s the most truthful and easiest 
thing to say that Oct. 7 in Israel was hor-
rific, and all hostages must be returned, 
but so is the genocide, humanitarian cri-
sis, and starvation happening in Gaza,” 
Greene said in a post on X last Monday 
evening.

Greene’s use of the word “genocide” 
comes as Israel has faced global con-
demnation in recent weeks over allega-
tions of widespread starvation in Gaza. 
Greene’s comments about “genocide” 
came after President Donald Trump’s 
statement last Monday that he believed 
that there was “real starvation” in Gaza, 
suggesting some unease with the war in 
a party that is loath to criticize Israel.

Greene’s statements came as part of 
a barrage of criticism aimed at fellow 
Rep. Randy Fine, a Jewish Florida Re-
publican and one of Israel’s staunchest 
supporters in the House, over his recent 
comments on social media about the 
conflict.

“There is no starvation. Everything 
about the ‘Palestinian’ cause is a lie,” 
Fine wrote in a post on X last Sunday. 
Last week, Fine also posted, “release the 
hostages. Until then, starve away.”

Greene posted that a “Jewish U.S. 
Representative calling for the continued 
starvation of innocent people and chil-
dren is disgraceful,” and argued that his 
statement will “actually cause more an-
tisemitism.”

Jewish groups, including the Amer-
ican Jewish Committee, also criticized 
Fine’s remarks, putting them in a po-
sition of rare agreement with Greene, 
who has advanced a range of dangerous 
conspiracy theories, including one that 
the Rothschild family was involved in 
starting California wildfires using lasers 
from space.

And yet the largest of the Jewish 
groups, like Israel, are adamant that 
the war in Gaza does not meet the le-
gal definition of genocide, and that such 
comparisons are meant to denigrate and 
delegitimize Israel.

Greene joins a chorus of groups and 
individuals who are using the term, 

including Amnesty International, the 
International Court of Justice and, 
last Monday, two Israeli human rights 
groups – B’Tselem and Physicians for 
Human Rights – who became the first 
Israel-based NGOs to level the charge.

During a press conference in Jeru-
salem, the rights groups published two 
reports that concluded that Israel was 
committing a genocide in Gaza as de-
fined by international law, saying that 

Israel was carrying out a “coordinated, 
deliberate action to destroy Palestinian 
society in the Gaza strip.”

If Greene’s comments reflect a grow-
ing split among Republican lawmakers, it 
is not reflected in the grass roots: A recent 
Gallup poll found that the proportion of 
Republicans who approve of Israel’s ac-
tions in Gaza, 71%, is at the same level 
today as it was the month after Hamas’ 
Oct. 7, 2023 attack on Israel. HW
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Insurance advisors who truly 
work  for you.

Vote for  
Andrew Boshwit 

as Best  
Insurance Agent

Not all insurance agents are created equal. 
At Insight Risk Management, we go out of our 

way to treat our clients like people and we 
use our industry experience and diversified 
knowledge base to protect what you value 

most in business and in life.

901-202-8648  aboshwit@irmllc.com 
https://irmllc.com/about-our-agency/meet-our-team/team-member/andrew-boshwit/

SCAN TO VOTE

GAVIN KAM
Principal
6000 Poplar Avenue Suite 250
Memphis, TN 38119
972.375.3437 • mobile gavin@nnnretailadvisors.com

www.nnnretailadvisors.comTN Broker ID: 371461

T-shirts
mugs

Toni Nieman
DynamicDuoDesign1@gmail.com

Custom

hats 
koozies

and more...
1BR | 2BR | Penthouses
Utilities Included
See our floorplans
@ embassyaptsmemphis.com

505 South Perkins Rd. 
In the Heart of East Memphis

THE EMBASSY APARTMENTS
A  D A T T E L  R E A L T Y  P R O P E R T Y 

“Luxury and Location”

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
901-685-8020

Preparing for Life’s Final Journey
with Compassion and Care

3085 Fountainside Dr. Suite 210
Germantown, TN 38138

901-560-3600
www.hospiceofhopetn.com

Hope
Hospice & Palliative CareHospice & Palliative Care

Debbie Rosenthal
(901) 682-5600

drosenthal.dreamvacations.com
drosenthal@dreamvacations.com

Pediatric Dentistry
Michael Blen DDS -- Lydia Watson DDS

6363 Poplar Ave, Suite 110  --  Memphis, TN 38119
901-415-2536  --  www.drblen.com

August 23, 2025

ERASE & ELEVATE
EXPUNGEMENT CLINIC

SHELBY COUNTY CRIMINAL COURT CLERK’S OFFICE’S

Heidi Kuhn
Criminal Court Clerk

Greater Imani Church
9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD!

3824 Austin Peay Hwy., Memphis, TN 38128

Pat Cares Like Family
Home Health/Personal Assistant Services

Please contact me to care for your loved ones.

Patricia Boyland
(901) 247-9693 • patboyland89@gmail.com

CPR Certified Instructor
Light Housekeeping & Meal Prep • Companionship

Mornings Only, Not Available on Weekends
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Rooted in  
LEGACY.

Leading the  
FUTURE.

At Harkavy McDaniel Kaplan & Salomon P.C., we take 
immense pride in cultivating robust relationships 

with esteemed business, civic, and professional 
leaders, complemented by the unwavering 

commitment of our attorneys to serve our diverse 
clientele with excellence.

harkavymcdaniel.com
901-761-1263

6060 Poplar Ave, Suite 140  •  Memphis, TN 38119

Experience the art of senior living.
Call today to schedule your visit.

901-763-6371 | OpusEastMemphis.com/Watchman

A Fresh, New Approach to Senior Living

 Opus is located only 10 minutes from Highland and Germantown.

901.300.3938 
MisterTreeService.com

Locally Owned & Operated | Free Estimates

Mazel Tov on 100 years of Jewish Journalism!

MOVING?
Please let us know before you go! It’s easy...

info@hebewwatchman.com
901.763.2215

PO Box 770846, Memphis, TN 38177-0846
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Do You Need to Adjust Your Tax Withholding?
Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director - Investments, Wells Fargo Advisors
Questions for Mike? You can reach him at 901.761.8151 or Michael.Stein@WellsFargoAdvisors.com • fa.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael-stein

Honored to be recognized

Mike Stein

2025 Wells Fargo 
Advisors Platinum 
Council

Committed to helping build and preserve wealth for clients

Mike Stein
Managing Director – Investments
6075 Poplar Ave, Memphis, TN 38119
Direct: (901) 761-8151  
michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com
ttps://home.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael.stein
  

The Platinum Council distinction is held by a select group of Financial Advisors within Wells Fargo 
Advisors as measured by business production from the previous year and professionalism.

   •  NOT FDIC Insured  •  NO Bank Guarantee  •  MAY Lose Value
Investment and Insurance Products: Scan to view 

award disclosures

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member 
SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. 
© 2025 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. PM-10022026-7814657.1.1

Boys grades 6-12
Founded in 1893

(901) 260-1300
musowls.org

 ■ Get FREE advice from a local independent specialist

 ■ Learn the difference in a supplement and an advantage plan

 ■ EVERYONE should have an annual review of their health coverage

   As always . . . 
Your long term care, life and annuity specialist

STOP 
all of the MEDICARE

calls

MEDICARE SPECIALIST
STEVE BAER

901 .237.4207
stevenfbaer@gmai l .com

Once you’ve filed last year’s tax re-
turn and can see where your finances 
are headed this year, it may be a good 
time to adjust your income tax with-
holding to help make sure you’re hav-
ing the right amount withheld from 
your paycheck.

Tax withholding is a balancing act. 
If you have too much tax withheld, you 
will receive a refund when you file your 
income tax return. If you prefer to re-
ceive more in your paycheck, you will 
need to reduce your withholding. How-
ever, if you have too little tax withheld, 
you will owe tax when you file your tax 
return and might owe a penalty.

Two tools – IRS Form W-4 and the 
Tax Withholding Estimator on irs.gov – 
can be used to help figure out the right 
amount of federal income tax to have 
withheld from your paycheck. Using 
these can be beneficial when tax laws 

change, your filing status changes, you 
start a new job, or you have other major 
life changes. You might make a special 
effort to review your withholding if any 
of the following situations apply:

• Filing as a two-income family
• Holding more than one job at the 

same time
• Working for only part of the year
• Claiming credits, such as the child 

tax credit
• Itemizing deductions
• Having a high income and a com-

plex return
How to adjust your withholding
Your employer will withhold tax from 

your paycheck based on the information 
you provide on Form W-4 and the IRS 
withholding tables. In some cases, you 
will need to give your employer a new 
Form W-4 within 10 days of a change 
in personal circumstances (for example, 

if the number of allowances you are al-
lowed to claim is reduced or your filing 
status changes from married to single). 
In other cases, you can submit a new 
Form W-4 whenever you wish. See IRS 
Publication 505 for more information.

If you have a large amount of non-
wage income, such as interest, divi-
dends, or capital gains, you might want 
to increase the tax withheld or claim 
fewer allowances. In this situation, also 
consider making estimated tax pay-
ments using IRS Form 1040-ES.

You can claim exemption from feder-
al tax withholding on Form W-4 if both 
of these situations apply: (1) in the prior 
tax year, you were entitled to a refund of 
all federal income tax withheld because 
you had no tax liability, and (2) for the 
current year, you expect a refund of all 
federal income tax withheld because 
you anticipate having no tax liability.

This information is not intended as tax, 
legal, investment, or retirement advice or 
recommendations, and it may not be relied 
on for the purpose of avoiding any federal 
tax penalties. You are encouraged to seek 
guidance from an independent tax or legal 
professional. The content is derived from 
sources believed to be accurate. Neither 
the information presented nor any opinion 
expressed constitutes a solicitation for the 
purchase or sale of any security. This mate-
rial was written and prepared by Broadridge 
Advisor Solutions. © 2024 Broadridge Fi-
nancial Solutions, Inc.
Investment and Insurance Products are:
• Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Fed-
eral Government Agency
• Not a Deposit or Other Obligation 
of, or Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any 
Bank Affiliate
• Subject to Investment Risks, In-
cluding Possible Loss of the Principal 
Amount Invested HW

Rubio: Freeing Hostages, Disbanding Hamas Must Remain 
a Focus

(JNS) – U.S. Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio emphasized last Wednesday the 
importance of freeing the hostages be-
ing held by Hamas, dismantling the ter-
rorist group and addressing critical hu-
manitarian needs in Gaza, while calling 
for greater focus on the first two issues.

“There’s a lot of attention being paid 
to the humanitarian, and we want to do 
everything we can to be helpful on the 
humanitarian problem, but not enough 
attention being paid to the fact that 20 
people that had nothing to do with this 

are being held hostage in tunnels on the 
verge of death, and no real talk about 
how Hamas needs to be disarmed and 
disbanded,” the top American diplomat 
remarked during an appearance on Fox 
Business‘s “Kudlow,” where he dis-
cussed U.S. and Israeli policies regard-
ing the ongoing conflict and the future 
of Gaza.

“We have to focus more on those two 
things. You have to do all three, and all 
the talk is about humanitarian – which is 
important; we are willing to do a lot to 

be helpful there – but we have to focus 
on the other two. Those other two can-
not be forgotten,” he said.

U.S. President Donald Trump has said 
that he wants all of the hostages returned 
from Gaza, including the deceased, “not 
five, not seven, all of them,” Rubio em-
phasized.

He insisted that any long-term solu-
tion must include ending the terrorist 
group’s rule in Gaza, saying that “ulti-
mately Hamas cannot continue to exist. 
Even the Arab League says it. As long 

The U.S. secretary of state 
stressed that for there to 
be long-term peace in the 
region, the Gaza-based 
terrorist group “cannot 
continue to exist.”

as Hamas exists as an armed group in 
Gaza, there will not be a peace, there 
will not be a peaceful future because it’s 
going to happen again, and this can nev-
er happen again.” HW
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Regina Spektor performs at MGM Music Hall at Fenway on July 31, 2024, 
in Boston, Massachusetts. Credit: Lisa Dragani/Getty Images

(JTA) – Jewish singer-songwriter 
Regina Spektor shot back at a pro-Pal-
estinian protester who interrupted her 
concert last Saturday night, telling the 
protester, “You’re just yelling at a Jew.”

Later, she engaged in a back and forth 
with another audience member about 
the hunger crisis in Gaza, in a dramatic 
example of how deeply Israel’s war in 
Gaza is interceding in the public con-

sciousness and shaping the experience 
of Jews.

The confrontation came 10 songs into 
Spektor’s performance at Revolution 
Hall in Portland, Oregon, when a pro-
tester began shouting “Free f—ing Pal-
estine” from the crowd.

Spektor, who emigrated from the 
Soviet Union to the United States as a 
child, has faced scrutiny for her pro-Is-

rael activism on social media. In No-
vember 2023, the singer rebuked fellow 
artist Bjork for sharing an infographic 
about the displacement of Palestinians, 
and in July 2024 she was targeted by the 
Instagram account Zionists in Music for 
being a “proud Zionist who frequently 
posts her support for Israel on Instagram 
and X/Twitter.”

During an event to commemorate the 
anniversary of Hamas’ Oct. 7, 2023, at-
tack on Israel by Hamas in New York 
City, Spektor sang a rendition of “Avinu 
Malkeinu,” the classic High Holiday 
prayer.

Last Saturday, the singer stopped her 
concert and began speaking directly to 
the pro-Palestinian protester.

“You’re just yelling at a Jew,” she 
said to the person who interrupted her 
set. To the rest of the crowd, she said, “I 
don’t know what he thinks he’s doing. I 
really appreciate the security. We had a 
really hard time last night, when I said, 
‘Shalom aleichem.’”

Most of the crowd responded by 
cheering for Spektor while others 
laughed, and several people yelled, 
“Am Yisrael Chai,” according to vid-

Regina Spektor Responds to Pro-Palestinian Protester 
at Concert: ‘You’re Just Yelling at a Jew’

eo of the concert posted on social me-
dia. Later, while an audience member 
who had yelled “Free Palestine” left 
the venue, Spektor said, “I thought this 
was different than the internet. This is 
real life.”

When another audience member said, 
“There’s a genocide happening,” Spek-
tor said, “You can leave the show if you 
want. This is not an internet comment 
section. I know that you are mistaking 
my show for a YouTube video.”

The audience member then replied, 
“I’m watching children dying. That 
hurts.”

“I think you should go because this 
is not the place for that conversation,” 
Spektor replied.

“The only reason I even speak En-
glish is because I came here to escape 
this shit,” Spektor continued after sev-
eral audience members left the concert. 
“I only speak English because I came 
from a country where people were treat-
ing Jews as others, and now I’m being 
othered here, and it sucks. It’ll be nice 
if one of my family’s generation didn’t 
have to go to a new country and learn a 
new language.” HW

‘Hamas is Not Interested in a Deal,’ Israeli FM Tells German Counterpart
(JNS) – Israel’s Foreign Minister 

Gideon Sa’ar told visiting German 
Foreign Minister Johann Wadephul in 
a meeting at the Foreign Ministry in 
Jerusalem last Thursday evening that 
“Hamas is not interested in reaching a 
deal” to release the remaining 50 hos-
tages being held in Gaza.

“The main reason for this is that 
Hamas is receiving international sup-
port through the attacks against Israel,” 
Sa’ar said, according to a statement is-
sued by the Foreign Ministry. “Hamas 
is holding the hostages and is not laying 
down its arms; it is entrenching itself in 
its refusal to accept the framework for 
the release of the hostages because it 
sees that the international community is 
giving it rewards and gifts.”

Sa’ar also addressed the growing in-

ternational campaign to recognize a 
Palestinian state, saying, “We do not 
call these areas the ‘West Bank.’ We 
call them Judea and Samaria.’ In Europe 
today, they think that Jews can live in 
Berlin, London and Brussels, but that 
Jews cannot live a kilometer and a half 
from here. We believe that Jews have 
the right to live in the heart of their his-
torical homeland. Even in Judea and Sa-
maria.”

Several Western countries, including 
the United Kingdom, France and Cana-
da, have in recent days announced their 
intentions to recognize a Palestinian 
state at the United Nations General As-
sembly in September.

Sa’ar said that historically, “there has 
never been a Palestinian state” and he 
slammed what he called “illegal Pales-

tinian construction in Area C” of Judea 
and Samaria, saying that “it cannot be 
ignored.”

Referring to the Palestinian Authority, 
he said, “It pays terrorists and terrorism 
and poisons the minds of the next gen-
eration, through wild incitement against 
the State of Israel in its education sys-
tem, in mosques and in the media.”

If the P.A. had control over its bor-
ders and airspace, he said, “we will find 
ourselves with a flow of Iranian weap-
ons into the land of Israel. This will not 
happen.” Sa’ar concluded by saying 
that “a Palestinian state will not be es-
tablished for the simple reason that Is-
rael will not be able to forfeit its own 
security.”

Wadephul, who also held talks with 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Net-

anyahu earlier in the day, said in a state-
ment issued shortly before he took off 
for Tel Aviv that talks on establishing a 
Palestinian state must begin immediate-
ly.

“A negotiated two-state solution re-
mains the only path that can offer people 
on both sides a life in peace, security, 
and dignity,” he said. “For Germany, the 
recognition of a Palestinian state comes 
more at the end of that process. But such 
a process must begin now.”

In response, National Security Min-
ister Itamar Ben-Gvir accused Berlin of 
“supporting Nazism” by considering the 
recognition of a Palestinian state in the 
wake of Hamas’s Oct. 7, 2023, attacks. 
“80 years since the Holocaust, and Ger-
many is once again supporting Nazism,” 
Ben-Gvir posted on X. HW

By Steve Linde

Israel Approves Plan to Take Over Gaza City, Setting Oct. 7 Deadline 
for Civilians to Leave
By Philissa Cramer

(JTA) – Israel’s security cabinet has 
endorsed Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s plan to expand fighting in 
Gaza, despite warnings from military 
leaders and others that doing so would 
put soldiers and hostages at risk.

The plan approved early last Friday 
morning does not specify that Israel 
will “occupy” Gaza, as Netanyahu said 
shortly before entering the marathon 
meeting that he intended to do. Instead, 
it focuses on Gaza City, the largest area 
within Gaza where the Israeli army does 
not already operate on the ground.

The IDF says it has conquered about 
75% of Gaza since entering in October 
2023 but has avoided major ground op-
erations in Gaza City and a handful of 
other places where it believes hostages 
are being held – and where a majority 
of Palestinians are living after mass dis-
placement within the territory.

Now, Israel is reportedly giving civil-

ians sheltering in Gaza City until Oct. 7 
– the two-year anniversary of the Hamas 
attack from Gaza that inaugurated the 
war – to leave.

The timeline allows for the Israeli 
army to array its personnel and supplies. 
It also leaves open the possibility for 
a negotiated end to the conflict, which 
much of the world has called for but Is-
rael and Hamas have never agreed to, 
or for Hamas to surrender, as Israel has 
demanded but Hamas has sworn never 
to do.

Netanyahu’s office said shortly before 
7 a.m. last Friday that the security cab-
inet had approved a plan to prepare for 
seizing Gaza City “while distributing 
humanitarian assistance to the civilian 
population outside the combat zones.” 
Israel has drawn international condem-
nation over humanitarian conditions in 
Gaza, which are likely to worsen sub-
stantially as hundreds of thousands of 

displaced Palestinians will be forced 
to move again into even more densely 
packed portions of the strip.

The announcement lists five prin-
ciples for ending the war: disarming 
Hamas; returning all 50 remaining hos-
tages, of 20 are thought to be alive; the 
demilitarization of Gaza; Israeli “secu-
rity control” in Gaza; and the creation 
of a civil administration “that is neither 
Hamas nor the Palestinian Authority,” 
the body that controls parts of the West 
Bank that some countries have endorsed 
as the governing authority of a future 
Palestinian state.

Netanyahu has drawn criticism for re-
sisting calls to make a “day-after” plan 
for the war that would include a gover-
nance scheme.

Israeli military leaders reportedly 
pushed back against expanding opera-
tions in Gaza, citing the risk to hostages 
– some have been murdered when the 

IDF neared – and the condition of the 
country’s reservists after nearly two 
years of war. Most hostage families and 
members of the Israeli public also want 
the war to end with a deal that would 
release the hostages.

The plan leaves the door open to fur-
ther expanded operations in the future 
but falls short of the ambitions of some 
members of the security cabinet, who 
have said they want to see Gaza totally 
controlled by Israel, Jewish resettlement 
in the enclave and Palestinians encour-
aged or even forced to leave.

The statement from Netanyahu’s of-
fice signaled that there was dissent with-
out offering details about what form it 
took. “A decisive majority of Security 
Cabinet ministers believed that the al-
ternative plan that had been submitted 
to the Security Cabinet would neither 
achieve the defeat of Hamas nor the re-
turn of the hostages,” it said. HW

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS: JOURNEY THROUGH THE DECADES
THE LEGACY OF THE HEBREW WATCHMAN

 IN THE SHAINBERG ART GALLERY AT THE MEMPHIS JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER
SEPTEMBER 1 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 13
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Chikli Criticizes Piers Morgan 
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Annabelle Beyer Kaplan

Annabelle Beyer Kaplan, of Mem-
phis, passed away Wednesday, August 
6, at the age of 89. Her absence will be 
felt by all who knew her.

She was predeceased by her husband, 
Dr. Jerry Kaplan. The memories of 
the two of them will forever be in the 
hearts of their four children: Mark Ka-
plan, of Providence, R.I., Valerie Arnold 
(Thomas), of Memphis, Hugh Kaplan 
(Caroline), of Bethesda, Md., and Susan 
Rosenbloom, of Memphis. She will also 
be missed by her seven grandchildren 
and five great-grandchildren.

We will always remember her smiling 
face and amusing family stories.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests 
that donations be made to one of these 
charities, which Annabelle supported: 
The Senior Lunch Program at Ben 
and Larisa Baer Senior Adult Center, 
or Wendy and Avron B. Fogelman 
Jewish Family Service, both at the 
Memphis Jewish Community Center, 
https://mycenter.jccmemphis.org/
MyCenter/eventdonate.jsf?search_
string=Operating%20Contributions

Service were held in the Levy-Cooper 
Chapel at Temple Israel Cemetery, Fri-
day August 8, 2025. HW

Shirley I. Summerfield

With heavy hearts, we announce that 
Shirley I. Summerfield passed away 
peacefully on Monday, August 4, 2025, 
at the age of 98.

Shirley is lovingly survived by her 
daughter, Lisa (Barry) Laiderman, and 
son Gordon (Michelle) Summerfield, as 
well as her sister, Jeanne Shanken. She 
leaves behind cherished grandchildren 
Stacy (Claude) Bebie, Erica (Craig) 
Pentak, and Hannah Summerfield, along 
with her beloved great-grandchildren 
Evelyn, Norah and Jack Pentak, and 
Orion and Hera Bebie.

Special thanks to everyone at Brook-
dale Dogwood and Baptist Hospice 
along with her primary caretakers, Betty 
Franklin and Janice Little-McCay, for 

your great care and love.
Born in Memphis on June 16, 1927, 

to Edna and Marcus Iskiwitch, Shirley 
graduated from Central High School in 
Memphis and went on to attend Sophie 
Newcomb College at Tulane University 
graduating with a degree in Economics. 
She was blessed to share 67 wonderful 
years of marriage with her devoted hus-
band, Herman (H.I.) Summerfield.

Throughout her life, Shirley was a 
tireless volunteer in the Jewish commu-
nity serving on the boards of Temple Is-
rael and Plough Towers as well as pres-
ident of the National Council of Jewish 
Women – Memphis section. She also 
had a deep appreciation for the arts. As 
a young woman, she studied ballet and 
performed in college productions, fos-
tering a lifelong love of artistic expres-
sion. Together with H.I., she delighted 
in attending theater performances, bal-
let, symphony concerts, jazz shows and 
the opera, sharing countless memorable 
evenings celebrating the beauty of live 
performance.

Graveside funeral services were held 
at Temple Israel Cemetery on Thursday, 
August 7, 2025.

In lieu of flowers, the family kindly 
requests that donations be made to the 
charity of your choice in Shirley’s mem-
ory. HW

(JNS) – Israeli model Melanie Shiraz 
was crowned “Miss Universe Israel” on 
July 19 and will represent the country at 
the international Miss Universe pageant 
in Thailand in November.

The Miss Universe Israel pageant, 
now in its second year under its current 
format, is organized by Jewish Ameri-
can businessman Edgar Sakhain, owner 
of Edgar Entertainment, with the sup-
port of the Israeli Consulate. It replaces 
the iconic Beauty Queen of Israel con-
test, which for years launched the ca-
reers of many Israeli models.

Though intended to select a represen-
tative for Israel to Miss Universe, the 
Israeli competition has for the second 
consecutive year been held in Miami.

Shiraz, 26, competed as “Miss Cae-
sarea,” despite currently living in Cal-
ifornia. According to her profile on the 
contest’s website, she is an Israeli entre-
preneur and content creator with a back-
ground in innovation, public diplomacy 
and the arts.

She succeeds Miss Israel 2024, Ofir 
Korsia, who represented Israel last year 
with distinction. HW

This is the 
Model Who Will 
Represent Israel 
at Miss Universe

By JNS Staff
(JNS) – Israeli Diaspora Affairs and 

Combating Antisemitism Minister Am-
ichai Chikli last Sunday sharply crit-
icized Piers Morgan after the British 
broadcaster and journalist appeared to 
accuse pro-Israel figures of hypocrisy.

“It’s interesting that all the prominent 
pro-Israeli voices on here who refuse 

to believe any Gazan casualty numbers 
published by the Hamas-run Palestin-
ian health ministry, accept the veracity 
of hostage pix/videos posted by Hamas 
without hesitation,” said Morgan last 
Saturday.

Chikli called the statement “utterly 
disgusting.”

Morgan was apparently referring to 
propaganda videos released the week 
prior by Hamas and Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad showing the dire condition of Is-
raeli hostages Evyatar David and Rom 
Braslavski.

On June 24, Morgan devoted nearly 
15 minutes of his YouTube talk show 
to denying accusations of antisemitism, 
following pointed criticism from Chikli. 
The minister had chastised “Piers Mor-
gan Uncensored” for what he called a 
“sharp and troubling descent into overt 

antisemitism,” citing the show’s plat-
forming of antisemitic figures like Can-
dace Owens and Dan Bilzerian.

During their heated exchange, Mor-
gan repeatedly shouted over Chikli and 
insisted he had never made antisemit-
ic remarks, framing Chikli’s critique 
as a personal attack. The controversy 
has prompted several pro-Israel former 
guests to announce a boycott of the 
show, citing what they describe as Mor-
gan’s escalating hostility toward sup-
porters of Israel. HW

Huckabee: Gaza Humanitarian 
Foundation to Scale Up Aid 
Sites to 16
By JNS Staff

(JNS) – U.S. Ambassador to Israel 
Mike Huckabee has confirmed there 
will soon be a significant increase in the 
Gaza Humanitarian Foundation’s aid 
distribution footprint in the Gaza Strip.

“The immediate plan is to scale up 
the number of sites up to 16 and begin 
to operate as much as 24 hours a day to 
get more food to more people more effi-
ciently,” the diplomat said on Fox News 
last Wednesday.

“The President has been telling us 
he wants food into the hands of hungry 
people, but in a way that it doesn’t get 
into the hands of Hamas.

The U.S. and other countries are 
committing $1 billion in funding for the 
expansion project, according to Israel’s 
Channel 12.

GHF – a U.S. nonprofit organization 
backed by the American and Israe-

li governments designed to bypass the 
Hamas terrorist group – has delivered 
nearly 110 million meals since launch-
ing on May 26. It has been running four 
sites, in Rafah’s Saudi neighborhood; 
Tel al-Sultan, just north of Rafah; Khan 
Yunis; and Wadi Gaza, south of Gaza 
City.

“It has worked …, it’s not going into 
the hands of looters and thieves. It’s 
going into the hands of the people who 
actually have come because they really 
do need food. That’s what the president 
wants. This is a president, I think we’ve 
seen it: He makes a promise, he keeps 
it,” Huckabee said.

The ambassador saw the GHF‘s work 
firsthand on Aug. 1, when he joined U.S. 
special envoy Steve Witkoff for a visit 
to an aid site in Khan Yunis, the south-
ern Gaza Strip. HW
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Financial Advisor Charles Jalenak has been a leader in the Memphis Jewish community for many years. Currently he’s beginning a new term as Chair 
of Jewish Community Partners. In the past, he served as Chair of the Jewish Foundation of Memphis and previous Chair of the Investment Committee. 
Charles is part of a multigenerational philanthropic family: both his parents and his children are part of Generations of Giving, a program recognizing 
families with a long-standing relationship with the Jewish Foundation of Memphis spanning three or more generations. Listen to an interview with 
Charles on the Foundation’s new podcast, “Generations of Giving,” available on Spotify and Apple Podcasts.

October 2008: The Jewish Foundation of Memphis broadened its fund 
offerings and partnered with its first donor family to create a family 
foundation, The Belz 2008 Foundation. With their own boards of 
directors, by-laws, investment strategies and grant priorities, family 
foundations created in partnership with the Foundation provide a cost 
effective and impactful way for multi-generational families to structure 
their philanthropy. Today, the Jewish Foundation of Memphis has three 
family foundations with projected assets to exceed $250 million.

In honor of the 30-year anniversary of the Jewish 
Foundation of Memphis, we are showcasing the 

Foundation’s history and impact through a content 
series across multiple platforms, including a photo series 
highlighting key moments in the Foundation’s history.

Alleged Capital Jewish Museum Shooter Elias Rodriguez 
Indicted on Federal Hate Crime Charges

(JTA) – The man accused of fatally 
shooting two Israeli Embassy staffers in 
the back at the Capital Jewish Museum 
in Washington, D.C., in May was indict-
ed last Wednesday on federal hate crime 
charges.

Elias Rodriguez, 31, of Chicago, was 
indicted on nine new charges, includ-
ing local charges as well as two federal 
counts of hate crime resulting in death.

The new charges join those already 
in place in the alleged murder of Yaron 
Lischinsky, 30, and Sarah Lynn Mil-
grim, 26, two Israeli Embassy staffers 
who were about to be engaged, as they 

exited a May 21 event for young Jewish 
professionals and diplomats at the Capi-
tal Jewish Museum hosted by the Amer-
ican Jewish Committee.

The indictment alleges Rodriguez 
killed Milgrim “in an especially heinous, 
cruel, and depraved manner,” noting that 
Rodriguez could potentially be eligible 
for the death penalty if he is convicted.

U.S. Attorney Jeanine Pirro has not 
yet announced whether she plans to seek 
the death penalty in the case.

“This office will leave no stone un-
turned in its effort to bring justice to 
the innocent victims of Elias Rodri-
guez,” she said in a statement. “The hate 

charges shed further light on his evil in-
tent in the killing of innocent victims.”

The indictment alleges that Rodriguez 
had a history of violent rhetoric online 
against Israelis, including one direct mes-
sage sent in May 2024 that read, “please 
please please god please vaporize every 
Israeli 18 and above so these kids have 
some chance at becoming human.”

The night of the shooting, Rodriguez 
also allegedly scheduled a social media 
post for later that night that read, “those 
of us against the genocide take satisfac-
tion in arguing that the perpetrators and 
abettors have forfeited their humanity,” 
according to the indictment. HW

People attend a candlelight vigil 
at Lafayette Square across from 
the White House in Washington, 
DC on May 22, 2025, following 
a shooting that left two Israeli 
Embassy staffers dead. 
Credit: Mandel NGAN/AFP

By Grace Gilson
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