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Former Hostage Or Levy: ‘The Fact People are Still 
There Haunts Me’

‘Kill All Jews,’ Elmo’s X Account Says During Antisemitic, 
Conspiracy Theory-Laden Spree
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(JNS) – Or Levy, who spent 491 days 
as a Hamas hostage, spoke out last week 
about his ordeal and the pain of know-
ing others remain captive in Gaza.

Levy, 34, was freed in February, his 
pale, frail frame shocking the world. 
Nearly all his captivity was spent under-
ground, shackled and starving.

“It’s hard to understand how difficult 
it is to live on one pita a day for 491 days 
…, no human should live like that,” he 

Freed hostage Or Levy reuniting with his three-year-old son, Almog. 
Credit: Courtesy.

told CNN this week.
Levy was kidnapped on Oct. 7, 2023, 

when Hamas attacked Israel. His wife, 
Einav, was killed in the attack, though 
he only knew for sure after his release. 
His first question to Israeli officials was 
about her.

“I asked about my wife. I said that I 
think I know, but I’m not 100% certain, 
and that I want to know,” he recalled.

While in captivity, Levy never asked 
his captors if his wife had survived. In-

stead, he focused on his son, Almog, 
then two years old.

His will was strengthened by fel-
low hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin, 
an American-Israeli later executed by 
Hamas.

Goldberg-Polin shared a mantra with 
Levy: “He who has a ‘why’ can bear any 
‘how,’” a quote linked to Friedrich Ni-
etzsche and, more recently, philosopher 
and Holocaust survivor Viktor Frankl.

Almog was Levy’s “why.”
On Almog’s birthday last year, Levy 

spent the day crying, quietly singing 
“Happy Birthday” underground. He 
promised himself he would be home for 
the next one.

Two weeks ago, Levy kept that prom-
ise, celebrating Almog’s fourth birthday 
at home near Tel Aviv.

He later tattooed the life-saving man-
tra on his arm – the same place he would 
touch in captivity to keep hope alive.

Levy’s reunion with his son was filled 
with fear that Almog wouldn’t recog-
nize him. But the embrace washed away 
that worry. “I remember seeing him, 
hugging him, hearing his voice … cra-
zy,” he said.

The former hostage now devotes him-
self to being a full-time father, answer-
ing Almog’s growing questions about 
the “far place” where his dad was held 

and about his late mother.
“We told him that a big bomb hap-

pened and that unfortunately, mom is 
dead, and I was taken to a far place,” 
Levy explained.

Almog often asks why his mother 
died and why his father didn’t take him 
along. Levy responds by reassuring his 
son that his mother loved him deeply. 
He keeps her memory alive through sto-
ries and photos.

“Even when it’s hard, it’s harder for 
him to not remember his mother.”

Yet Levy’s ordeal isn’t truly over. 
“The fact that people are still there 
haunts me in the night,” he said.

Watching the slow, uncertain prog-
ress of ceasefire negotiations is pain-
ful. Levy said that when talks stalled, 
Hamas would often worsen the hostag-
es’ conditions.

“Very easily, I could have been there 
still,” he noted.

One of those who remain in Gaza is 
Alon Ohel, 24, an aspiring musician 
with whom Levy shared most of his 
captivity.

“I think that nothing is worth more 
than getting those people home,” Levy 
said. “I know that we need to push on 
to get a deal that gets everyone home 
and finish everything. Finish every-
thing.” HW

By JNS Staff

Sesame Street Muppet Elmo attends the Sesame Workshop’s 13th Annual 
Benefit Gala at Cipriani 42nd Street on May 27, 2015, in New York City. 
Credit: Paul Zimmerman/WireImage

By Philissa Cramer
(JTA) – The social media platform X 

is filled with antisemitism, according to 
watchdogs and even a casual explora-
tion. But it was still shocking for users 
late last Sunday when the account asso-
ciated with the “Sesame Street” charac-
ter Elmo began spewing hate.

“Kill all Jews,” the Elmo account 

tweeted as part of a spree focused on 
“the Epstein files,” the documents pur-
portedly kept by the late convicted sex 
offender Jeffrey Epstein that have re-
emerged as a major political issue six 
months into the second Trump admin-
istration.

Trump had promised to release the 

Department of Justice’s files on Epstein 
as part of his campaign but reversed 
course after the department said [the 
week prior] that Epstein did not main-
tain a client list. Last Saturday, Trump 
posted an impassioned call on Truth So-
cial, his own platform, for people to stop 
paying attention to the Epstein issue. 
The post has fueled speculation among 
some in his base that Trump is named 
in the files, which the pro-release crowd 
believes contain details about clients of 
Epstein’s alleged international sex traf-
ficking ring.

Elmo’s spree began with a tweet 
calling on Trump to release the files. 
It also contained another a tweet laden 
with antisemitic conspiracy theories, in 
the syntax that the beloved red Muppet 
is famous for: “Elmo says ALL JEWS 
SHOULD DIE. F–K JEWS. DONALD 
TRUMP IS NETANYAHU’S PUP-
PET BECAUSE HE IS IN THE EP-
STEIN FILES. JEWS CONTROL THE 
WORLD AND NEED TO BE EXTER-
MINATED.”

Sesame Workshop, the nonprofit that 
operates “Sesame Street,” said in a 
statement that Elmo’s account had been 

hacked.
“Elmo’s X account was compromised 

today by an unknown hacker who posted 
disgusting messages, including antise-
mitic and racist posts. We are working 
to restore full control of the account,” 
it said.

The posts were subsequently re-
moved.

Conspiracy theories connecting Ep-
stein, who was Jewish, and the Israeli 
government, have percolated widely 
in the years since his arrest by federal 
authorities in July 2019. (He was found 
dead in his jail cell the following month 
in what was ruled a suicide.) Tucker 
Carlson, the erstwhile Trump supporter, 
alleged during a speech last weekend 
at a conservative youth conference that 
Epstein had been working for Israel’s 
Mossad intelligence service.

Elmo’s spree has spurred anoth-
er conspiracy theory: that X’s owner, 
Elon Musk, had something to do with 
it. Some of Musk’s critics have referred 
to him as Elmo on the platform. Musk 
is a longtime advocate of the release-

(See Elmo Page 3)
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B’nai MitzvahBar Mitzvah

Israel here we come! Bennett began 
developing a vision for his bar mitzvah 
after his big sister, Celia, became a bat 
mitzvah in July 2022. And then when 
his cousin, Rose Lubin, was killed on 
duty in Israel, Bennett was adamant that 
the family plan a simcha in Israel as 
soon as possible.

What better way to celebrate than 
Bennett’s bar mitzvah in Eretz Yisrael 
on July 24th!

Bennett has attended Beber Camp in 
Wisconsin for three summers. As a rising 

7th grader at Bornblum Jewish Commu-
nity School, Bennett is a leader in student 
government and enjoys science and World 
Civilization classes. Bennett is a member 
of the National Junior Honor Society and 
participates in Temple Israel’s JYG. Sing-
ing and guitar lessons at Song Shack keep 
him busy beyond the school day.

Bennett is the grandson of David and 
Paula Bennett, Alla and Nathan Lubin, 
and Eva Marx of blessed memory. Celia 
and Ari are his proud siblings. Bennett is 
the son of Ryan and Brooke Lubi. HW

Give Bus 3

If someone were to tell me three 
weeks ago that I would be in Israel on 
July 8, I wouldn’t have believed you. 
But if Give has taught me anything it is 
to be grateful for your experiences and 
believe in Hashem’s plan.

Even though it’s been less than a 
week, I feel like a completely different 
person, both spiritually and mentally. In 
chabura we’ve been learning about hu-
mility and just how applicable it is to our 
lives. Not only are the topics interesting 
but they’re also impactful. Give is also 
all about חסד, every single program so 
far has been amazing, but one that real-

ly stood out to me was volunteering at 
an old age home. Immediately after we 
walked into the room, we saw a blind 
man playing the accordion, his joy was 
radiant and everyone in the room could 
feel it. We sang and danced with the el-
derly men and women, played games, 
and made conversation. We learned that 
one of the men had just turned a hun-
dred years old but was still dancing to 
the music with a smile on his face. I left 
the old age home in awe of the impact 
we made by just showing up and hang-
ing out with them. It’s not every day that 
you see the result of your kindness.

Lastly, we’ve been touring all over 
Israel, stopping at places like the Kotel, 
Eir David water tunnels and the Blind 
Museum, which have all affected me in 
many different ways. Give has taught 
me so much in just a few days, I can’t 
wait to see how many more lessons I’ll 
learn and lives I’ll change over the next 
four weeks. HW

By Aliza Wiener 
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Monday, July 28
Special Edition of Team Trivial 

Pursuit with host Josh Goldin
The last session was one of the largest 

we’ve had, and the room was full! Sev-
eral newcomers stated they had a great 
time. Come test your memory and your 
knowledge of past events! Prizes will be 
given to both the winning team and the 
other team! Please make your reserva-
tions early as space is limited.

Wednesday, July 30
Speaker: Lisa Shurden
Topic: Great Life Experiences
This is an interactive talk with those 

in the group sharing the different expe-
riences they’ve had in their life, along 
with some of the incredible stories that 
Lisa will share. The last time she visited 
was one of the most uplifting times the 
seniors had. Come have fun and share 
some of your own Life Experiences. 
Reservations are required for the lunch.

Monday, August 4
Rabbi Talk with Rabbi Ian Lichter 

Baron Hirsch Synagogue senior Rabbi
Topic: Why does the Torah have 

Two Sets of Ten Commandments!
Rabbi Lichter’s talks are always some 

of the most interesting and always lead 
to good discussions. There is a ques-
tion-and-answer period that follows. 
Rabbi Lichter is always open to off-top-
ic questions. If you have any questions 
about Judaism that you were interested 
in getting answers too, bring them to the 
discussion. Have a nice lunch and enjoy 
a learning experience after.

Wednesday, August 6
Speaker: Jonathan McCarter, MAT
Mr. McCarter is the new Cultural 

Arts Director & Conservatory Artis-
tic Director at the MJCC.

Topic: Why is Thornton Wilder In-
teresting?

As the Conservatory Artistic Director 
of the MJCC Theatre, Mr. McCarter’s 
talk is a departure from some of the 
usual following the senior lunch. This 
should give everyone a different per-
spective on theatre and plays in general. 
Come have some fun and learn some 
new ideas from this talented gentleman.

Please join us Monday through Friday for a delicious kosher lunch 
from the kitchens at Memphis Jewish Home & Rehab. The cost is only 
$2 for seniors. Reservations are required the day before by 1 p.m. by 

contacting Steve Kaplan, Adult Services Coordinator, at 901-259-9220 
or stevekaplan@jccmemphis.org or by calling the front desk at 901-761-

0810. Steve works Monday through Thursday 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. HW

A Thought on the Parsha
IMAGINE EVERY DAY A 
HOLIDAY
By Rabbi Levi Klein
Chabad of Tennessee

This Shabbat we will be reading 2 To-
rah Portions, Matot and Masei, one fo-
cusing on the constants and the other on 
our journeys, what’s the lesson we can 
learn from their combination?

Our day is comprised of a mesh of 
constants and variables. Getting out of 
bed every day: a constant. What time we 
get up: a variable.

We eat constantly (if only we didn’t!), 
but what we eat varies. Most of us surf 
the net daily, but how long our eyes are 
glued to the screen depends on our level 
of boredom.

In Judaism, as well, we have the con-
stants: daily prayer and study, ethical be-
havior, kosher, and boring speeches. And 
we have the variables: holidays, ceremo-
nies, Yom Kippur, a guest speaker.

Isn’t change preferable over the pre-
dictable? Can we all agree with the teen-
age motto, “Normal is boring”?

So who needs constants? Why don’t 
we have a holiday every day? (My kids 
would love that.)

Many years ago, G d had a home in 
Jerusalem: the Holy Temple. Through-
out the day, animals, flour, oil and fowl 
would be offered on the altar. No two 
days were the same; one day someone 
brought an atonement offering, the next 
day a wealthy tycoon came with a thou-

sand animal donation, followed by a 
beggar who came with a meager handful 
of flour. Unpredictable.

Amid all the change was a pillar of 
stability: the Tamid sacrifice. Tamid ac-
tually means constant, and every morn-
ing the Tamid (part one) would inaugu-
rate the Temple service, and the Tamid 
(part two) would wrap up the hectic day. 
Nothing was offered before the morning 
Tamid or after its evening counterpart.

We each have a Holy Temple inside of 
us. We each need our Tamids, our con-
stants.

Change is great, but only within the 
framework of stability. Too many vari-
ables in life, like the “celebrity life,” put 
one on the front cover of tabloids. There 
have to be certain aspects of life that 
are etched in stone. Your commitment 
to your marriage, children, ethics, G d, 
your health, the world.

Once you have stability as your bed-
rock, then, by all means, shake the ap-
plecart, take a vacation, do something 
abnormal (like calling up a friend from 
high school), buy an unusually beautiful 
pair of tefillin. Live it up.

After all, having no variables in life 
can lead you to count the pieces of cere-
al in your bowl, living as an automaton 
in a human laboratory. HW

Elmo...
(Continued From Page 1)

the-files stance, reiterating that position 
last Saturday after Trump’s Truth Social 
Post. “Just release the files as promised,” 
he tweeted, referring to the Epstein files 
as Trump’s “Achilles’ heel.”

Antisemitic speech surged on X after 
Musk’s acquisition in 2022, as he re-
laxed moderation standards and invited 
high-profile antisemites who had been 
banned to return to the platform. HW

Jeffries Calls 
on Mamdani to 
Reassure Jewish 
New Yorkers of 
Their Safety

(JNS) – House Minority Leader Ha-
keem Jeffries (D-N.Y.) has called upon 
New York Democratic mayoral candi-
date Zohran Mamdani “to reassure Jew-
ish New Yorkers that he plans to priori-
tize their safety,” according to The Hill.

Jeffries, who has yet to endorse Mam-
dani, plans to meet with him this week.

Mamdani has come under fire from 
Jewish communities for his anti-Isra-
el stances and refusal to condemn the 
phrase “globalize the intifada.” In a re-
cent interview with Punchbowl News, 
Jeffries said that would be “part of our 
discussion.”

Mamdani won the Democratic pri-
mary for mayor in New York City in 
an upset against former New York Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo on June 24. HW
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Jewish Metal Singer Booed for Supporting Israel at Black Sabbath Show
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By Inbal Chiat
(Israel Hayom via JNS) – At Black 

Sabbath’s farewell event held July 5 at 
Villa Park stadium in Birmingham, the 
guest appearance of David Draiman – 
the Jewish lead singer of the metal band 
Disturbed – became the center of a pub-
lic controversy.

Draiman, 52, who was invited to par-
ticipate in a celebratory tribute show 
alongside major names from the metal 
world, took the stage to perform Black 
Sabbath’s “Sweet Leaf” and Ozzy Os-
bourne’s “Shot in the Dark.”

Before he could sing a single word, 
loud boos erupted from the audience, 
continuing throughout his perfor-
mance. According to reports and tes-
timonies from the event, the booing 
did not stem from Draiman’s musical 
performance but as a reaction to his 
political positions and open support for 
Israel, especially since the beginning of 
the Gaza war.

Draiman did not remain indifferent 
and addressed the crowd from the stage, 
asking, “Are we going to start with this 
now?” – a clear message that he would 
not bow to criticism.

Despite the charged atmosphere, he 
continued his performance, refused to 
surrender to hatred, and completed his 
part in the show alongside senior mu-
sicians from bands Anthrax, Megadeth, 
Faith No More, Extreme and others.

The storm did not end in the venue. 
Earlier this week, Draiman shared a se-
ries of particularly sharp tweets on X 
with his millions of fans, writing, “As 
you can see … I wasn’t ‘booed off stage’ 
as so many people in the press and CER-
TAINLY #FreePalestine crowd, would 
have you believe. Yes, there were a few 
boos when I walked out, but I came to 
pay homage to my teachers, my idols, 
the mighty Black Sabbath, and I wasn’t 
about to let a few Jew-hating morons 

deter that. It’s all about feeding their 
narrative, generating clickbait and incit-
ing hatred of Jews.”

According to his claim, the live 
broadcast from the event showed posi-
tive reactions from the audience, and he 
emphasized, “There’s even a track being 
passed around out there that added en-
hanced booing to the performance just 
to add fuel to the fire. Pathetic. The live 
stream shows the truth. Both songs went 
over great. It’s truly pathetic when peo-
ple peddle lies.”

Draiman did not settle for self-defense 
and went on the attack. “I will ALWAYS 
stand up for my people, and I won’t be 
deterred, intimidated, or shamed,” he 
clarified.

Draiman, considered one of the prom-
inent voices in world metal since the 
1990s, maintains close ties with Israel. 
In recent years – and especially since 
the Hamas massacre on Oct. 7, 2023 – 

he has become one of the most promi-
nent musicians in the world expressing 
public, consistent, and articulate support 
for Israel and the IDF. He has visited the 
country several times, met with hostage 
families, connected with Yarden Bi-
bas after his return from captivity and 
his family’s funeral, published videos 
in Hebrew, and even signed IDF artil-
lery shells with the inscription “F**k 
Hamas.”

His positions are not received in si-
lence. He suffers attacks from anti-Is-
rael and pro-Palestinian audiences; 
some colleagues distance themselves 
from him, and some boycott him. 
Despite this, he refuses to apologize 
or remain silent. “I can’t stay quiet. I 
won’t lose my soul for the entertain-
ment industry,” he said previously, 
assailing artists such as Roger Waters 
and Kanye West for their antisemitic 
positions. HW

(JNS) – Iran is “ready” to respond to 
any renewed military action against it 
and has the capabilities to deal “even 
bigger blows” to the United States and 
other militaries, Iranian Supreme Leader 
Ali Khamenei warned last Wednesday.

The Islamic Republic “not only does 
not fear America – it instills fear in it,” 
Khamenei declared, speaking to the 
country’s judiciary officials in his sec-
ond public appearance since the June 
13-24 war with Israel.

“Although we consider the Zionist 
regime [Israel] a cancer and the U.S. a 
criminal due to its support of that re-
gime, we did not seek war,” he said. 
“Yet whenever the enemy attacked, our 

response was forceful and firm.”
Israel was “brought to its knees” by 

Iran and “desperately turned to the U.S.” 
to strike the regime’s key nuclear facil-
ities on June 22, Khamenei claimed, 
adding that Jerusalem “realized it can-
not handle” Tehran.

The Iranian supreme leader described 
Tehran’s counterattack to the U.S. air-
strikes as “significant,” adding that “once 
media censorship is lifted, it will become 
clear how great a blow Iran delivered.” 
He added: “Of course, even bigger blows 
could be dealt to the U.S. and others.”

Tehran “possesses all necessary tools, 
from logic to military power – and 
whether on the battlefield of diplomacy 
or in military conflict, we will enter, Al-

lah willing, from a position of strength,” 
Khamenei stated.

Jerusalem’s June 13 opening strikes 
in the Islamic Republic wiped out Teh-
ran’s top military command, including 
the chief of staff of its army, with more 
officials killed during the subsequent 12 
days of fighting.

After the United States joined the war, 
striking the Natanz, Isfahan and Fordow 
nuclear sites on June 22, Iran launched 
14 missiles at the U.S. military’s Al 
Udeid Air Base in Qatar. Doha said it 
downed 13 of the projectiles and that the 
Iranian attack resulted in no casualties.

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio 
and the foreign ministers of France, 
Germany and Britain agreed in a phone 
call last Monday that they would give 
Tehran until the end of August to reach 
a new nuclear deal, Israel’s Channel 12 

News outlet reported last Wednesday, 
citing three sources.

The report came a day after French 
Foreign Minister Jean-Noël Barrot told 
Reuters that Paris, Berlin and London 
would activate the snapback mechanism 
by the end of August if no concrete 
progress has been made.

Reimposition of the U.N. sanctions 
on Tehran over its nuclear program 
will lead to an “appropriate and propor-
tionate response,” the Iranian regime 
warned earlier this week.

“The threat to use the snapback 
mechanism lacks legal and political 
basis and will be met with an appro-
priate and proportionate response from 
the Islamic Republic of Iran,” Reuters 
quoted Foreign Ministry spokesperson 
Esmaeil Baghaei as saying at a press 
conference. HW

By JNS Staff
Khamenei: Iran ‘Ready’ to Deal ‘Bigger Blows’ to U.S.
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and safety respectively. Your custom Financial Plan directs the 
wealth optimization process we employ. It provides peace of 
mind knowing that a roadmap has been designed to enable 

you to live the life, and leave the legacy you envisioned.

HOW HAS
YOUR PORTFOLIO 

PERFORMED OVER 
THE PAST YEAR?

Are your investments
optimally positioned for the 

Trump economic era?

1790 Kirby Parkway, Suite 127 | Memphis, TN 38138
Tel: 901.443.4000  •  Visit RVWWealth.com

Because Peace of Mind is Everything ®

Contact Jesse Picunko CFA or Selwyn Gerber CPA
for a confidential, no-obligation financial planning,

tax minimization and portfolio review meeting.
 ■ Get FREE advice from a local independent specialist

 ■ Learn the difference in a supplement and an advantage plan

 ■ EVERYONE should have an annual review of their health coverage

   As always . . . 
Your long term care, life and annuity specialist

STOP 
all of the MEDICARE

calls

MEDICARE SPECIALIST
STEVE BAER

901 .237.4207
stevenfbaer@gmai l .com

Practice Limited to Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery 

780 Ridge Lake Blvd • Suite 101• Memphis, TN• 38120 
P [901-682-8431]• F [901-682-2345]
www.bluffcityoralsurgery.com

Diplomates of the American Board of 
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery

Dr. Matthew Breit  
Dr. John C. Swearingen 

1BR | 2BR | Penthouses
Utilities Included
See our floorplans
@ embassyaptsmemphis.com

505 South Perkins Rd. 
In the Heart of East Memphis

THE EMBASSY APARTMENTS
A  D A T T E L  R E A L T Y  P R O P E R T Y 

“Luxury and Location”

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
901-685-8020

Mazel Tov on a century of reporting to the 
Jewish community here in the Mid-South! 

Here’s to 100 more!

~ Temple Israel Sisterhood
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YEARS100CELEBRATING

1925-2025
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Join us in Supporting 100 Years of Memphis Jewish Journalism!

Sponsorship Benefits

We hope you find our sponsorship opportunities align with your
previous support for the Jewish community.

P.O. Box 770846 Memphis, TN 38177-0846 • 901.827.7244 • 901.763.2215
HebrewWatchman.com • info@HebrewWatchman.com

All sponsors receive a 1-year subscription to 
The Hebrew Watchman & Jewish Scene Magazine

  
Gold Sponsor ~ $10,000
• Full page ad in The Hebrew Watchman once a month for 6 months beginning in July
• Full Page ad in Jewish Scene Guide to Jewish Memphis (Fall 2025)
• On invitations, advertising and signage for our Anniversary Celebration Display in the 

Shainberg Gallery at the Memphis Jewish Community Center September 1 - September 14
• Thank-you sponsorship ad in The Hebrew Watchman on a weekly basis for 6 months
• In Social Media posts
 
Silver Sponsor ~ $3,000 - $5,000
• Half Page ad in The Hebrew Watchman once a month for 6 months beginning in July
• Half Page ad in Jewish Scene Guide to Jewish Memphis (Fall 2025)
• On invitations, advertising and signage for our Anniversary Celebration Display in the 

Shainberg Gallery at the Memphis Jewish Community Center September 1 - September 14
• Thank you-sponsorship ad in The Hebrew Watchman on a weekly basis for 6 months
• In Social Media posts
 
Bronze Sponsor ~ $1800 - $2,500
• Quarter Page ad in The Hebrew Watchman once a month for 6 months beginning in July
• Quarter Page ad in Jewish Scene Guide to Jewish Memphis
• On invitations, advertising and signage for our Anniversary Celebration Display in the 

Shainberg Gallery at the Memphis Jewish Community Center September 1 - September 14
• Thank-you sponsorship ad in The Hebrew Watchman on a weekly basis for 6 months
• In Social Media posts
 
Partners of The Hebrew Watchman ~ $500 - $1,000
• On signage for our Anniversary Celebration Display in the Shainberg Gallery at the Memphis 

Jewish Community Center September 1 - September 14
• Thank-you sponsorship ad in The Hebrew Watchman on a weekly basis for 6 months
• In Social Media posts
 
Friends of The Hebrew Watchman ~ $180 - $360
• On signage for our Anniversary Celebration Display in the Shainberg Gallery at the Memphis 

Jewish Community Center September 1 - September 14
• Thank-you sponsorship ad in The Hebrew Watchman on a weekly basis for 6 months

hover your
phone camera
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Cooper Hotels Celebrates 100 Years of The Hebrew Watchman

1661 Aaron Brenner Drive, Suite 200   |   Memphis, Tennessee   |   901-322-1400   |   cooperhotels.com

For 100 years, generations of the Cooper family have relied upon the Hebrew Watchman for all Jewish-related news and happenings 
in our community and worldwide. In addition to being loyal readers, we will continue to reap the benefits of advertising in the Hebrew 
Watchman print and online platforms to reach the Memphis Jewish community. May the Goldberger family legacy live on.

Pace, Laurie and David Cooper

Visit Cooper Hotels

Irby Cooper
Founder

In a sweeping legislative move, Con-
gress recently passed, and President 
Trump signed into law, the so-called 
One Big Beautiful Bill (OBBB) – a 
landmark piece of tax reform that has 
sent ripples across the financial and 
estate planning landscape. Among its 
many provisions, the new law signifi-
cantly alters how Americans approach 
estate planning and what’s commonly 
referred to as the death tax, or the fed-
eral estate tax.

Key Changes to the Estate Tax
One of the most notable aspects of the 

OBBB is the substantial increase to the 
federal estate tax exemption. Under the 
previous law, the estate tax exemption 
stood at $13.61 million per individual 
for 2024. Had Congress not acted, the 
exemption was set to “sunset” or drop 
significantly at the end of 2025. The 
OBBB has now extended and raised 
the exemption to $13.99 million per in-
dividual for 2025. This means married 
couples can utilize a total exemption 
of $27.98 million to shield their assets 
from federal estate taxes in 2025. Start-
ing January 1, 2026, the exemption will 
increase to $15 million per individual or 
$30 million per couple. This means that 
the vast majority of estates – already ex-
empt under the old threshold – are now 

901-763-2500 
mendelsonfirm.com 

bwachtel@mendelsonfirm.com 
dm@mendelsonfirm.com

By Benjamin I. Wachtel, Esq. and David L. Mendelson, Esq.

Estate Planning
One Big Beautiful Federal Estate Tax Reform (For Now)

completely outside the reach of federal 
estate taxation. Essentially, the lifetime 
exclusion amount that an individual has 
left and unused on any given date rep-
resents the value of the property that the 
individual could give away to anyone or 
leave after death to anyone without hav-
ing any gift tax or estate tax imposed on 
the transfer of that property.

This change significantly reduces the 
estate tax burden on wealthy families 
and essentially eliminates the tax for 
all but the ultra-wealthy. The estate tax 
rate, which was previously 40% on the 
value above the exemption, remains un-
changed. However, with fewer estates 
subject to the tax, the number of tax-
able estates is expected to plummet. For 
Tennesseans this is even better news, 
because the State of Tennessee does not 
currently have any state imposed Estate 
Tax whatsoever.

Implications for Estate Planning
For individuals and families, this in-

crease in the exemption shifts the estate 
planning landscape in several ways:

1. Simplified Planning for Many: 
With fewer people affected by the estate 
tax, there is less need for certain complex 
trusts or tax shelters designed solely to 
minimize estate tax exposure. For estates 
under the new exemption threshold, rath-
er than tax avoidance, planning can now 
focus more on probate avoidance, ease 
for heirs and beneficiaries upon death or 
disability, asset distribution, charitable 
giving, and family legacy.

2. Review of Existing Trust Struc-
tures: Many individuals who previous-
ly established irrevocable trusts or oth-
er sophisticated vehicles may find that 
these structures are no longer necessary, 
or even counterproductive. We are ad-
vising clients to revisit existing strate-
gies in light of the new law. 

3. Shift in Focus to Income and 
Capital Gains Taxes: With estate tax 
concerns diminished, we are turning 
more attention to income tax impli-
cations and the step-up in basis rules, 
which, importantly, were preserved and 
retained in the bill. If properly planned 
for and protected, assets passed on at 
death will still receive a step-up in basis 

to their fair market value, minimizing 
capital gains taxes for heirs.

Political Risk
Many Americans were and are not in 

favor of the new legislation. If a politi-
cal backlash and a change of control of 
the Congress were to occur in 2026 or 
2028, a future Congress and a future ad-
ministration could enact new legislation 
that would repeal or reduce the increase 
in the basic exclusion amount.

As was the case with prior tax reforms, 
political shifts could lead to either an ex-
tension, further expansion, or a complete 
rollback of the exemption. Therefore, es-
tate plans must remain flexible and should 
be reviewed regularly. For now, however, 
unlike the previous law, the OBBBA is 
“permanent” and does not have an auto-
matic sunset or expiration date. The in-
creased basic exclusion amount will not 
be decreased in any future year unless a 
future Congress and President enact and 
sign future legislation to specifically scale 
back or change the exclusion amount. 

The passage of the One Big Beautiful 
Bill marks a turning point in estate tax 
policy. While it provides significant tax 
relief to wealthy individuals and sim-
plifies planning for many, it also un-
derscores the importance of proactive, 
adaptable estate planning strategies. HW

hover your
phone camera

SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE THE LIFELIFE TO MEMPHIS JEWISH JOURNALISM
PLEASE RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NOW 

BY SCANNING THE CODE TO THE LEFT 
or mail a check to The Hebrew Watchmam • P.O. Box 770846, Memphis, TN 38177-0846

TO ADVERTISE: 901.763.2215 • info@HebrewWatchman.com
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HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR SUBSCRIPTION? 
SCAN THE CODE TO THE LEFT or see page 4 to

 mail a check to The Hebrew Watchmam • P.O. Box 770846, Memphis, TN 38177-0846
TO ADVERTISE: 901.763.2215 • info@HebrewWatchman.com
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Paying Down Debt vs. Investing
Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director - Investments, Wells Fargo Advisors
Questions for Mike? You can reach him at 901.761.8151 or Michael.Stein@WellsFargoAdvisors.com 
fa.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael-stein

Honored to be recognized

Mike Stein

2025 Wells Fargo 
Advisors Platinum 
Council

Committed to helping build and preserve wealth for clients

Mike Stein
Managing Director – Investments
6075 Poplar Ave, Memphis, TN 38119
Direct: (901) 761-8151  
michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com
ttps://home.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael.stein
  

The Platinum Council distinction is held by a select group of Financial Advisors within Wells Fargo 
Advisors as measured by business production from the previous year and professionalism.

   •  NOT FDIC Insured  •  NO Bank Guarantee  •  MAY Lose Value
Investment and Insurance Products: Scan to view 

award disclosures

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member 
SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. 
© 2025 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. PM-10022026-7814657.1.1

GAVIN KAM
Principal
6000 Poplar Avenue Suite 250
Memphis, TN 38119
972.375.3437 • mobile gavin@nnnretailadvisors.com

www.nnnretailadvisors.comTN Broker ID: 371461

The debt dilemma
Paying down debt is often difficult, 

and even more so in a challenging eco-
nomic environment. You may be won-
dering which to tackle first — pay down 
your debt or invest for the future?

Balance is best
A balanced approach to wealth man-

agement serves both today’s needs and 
tomorrow’s goals. For some that may 
mean paying off some debt today while 
simultaneously investing for the future.

Your own needs and circumstances 
will be unique. The following guide-
lines can help you evaluate alternatives 
and find an approach that fits your situa-
tion and goals.

Don’t forget your emergency fund
In addition to paying down debt and 

settling on an investment strategy, make 
it a priority to set up an emergency re-
serve. Traditional “rules of thumb” sug-
gest setting aside three to six months or 
more of living expenses in traditional 
savings or very short-term, highly liq-
uid, low-volatility investments.

While ideal, that goal may not be re-
alistic for everyone. Start by building 
up a reserve of a month’s expenses, and 
make it a goal to increase your emergen-
cy fund over time as resources permit.

Your future first
When making decisions about debt 

and investing, be a long-term thinker. 
Consider “what position do I want to 
be in 10 or 20 years from now?” Then 
evaluate what actions today will be most 
effective in helping you achieve your 
long-term financial goals.

For example, if you have high-inter-

est debt that is compounding, this could 
eventually become a serious impedi-
ment to reaching your long-term goals. 
In contrast, you might not be in a hurry 
to retire low-interest debt, if the poten-
tial return on long-term investing would 
be greater.

When making decisions about debt 
reduction vs. investing, keep in mind 
that the need to eventually pay off prin-
cipal is certain, but investment returns 
are not. Investment performance will 
vary over time, and it’s possible to ex-
perience losses as well as gains. At the 
same time, it is well known that inves-
tors who start earlier benefit from com-
pounding and “time in the market.”

If you have the opportunity to partic-
ipate in a retirement plan at work, and 
your employer makes matching con-
tributions, that could be a compelling 
reason to prioritize investing up to the 
amount that the employer will match.

But there are no magic numbers. 
That’s why it’s important to work with 
your financial advisor to create an in-
vestment strategy that fits your financial 
expectations for the future.

Prioritize your debts
With your emergency fund and in-

vestment strategy in place, you can 
begin deciding on a strategy for reduc-
ing your debts. But how do you decide 
which debts to pay down first?

Mathematically, it makes sense to 
focus on paying off high-interest debts 
like private student loans and credit 
card debt first. Federal student loans 
and mortgages might be lower priorities 
because their rates are often lower and 

their terms longer. Vehicle loans might 
fall somewhere in the middle. Tax con-
siderations may also come into play.

An alternative approach is to start 
with the smallest debt first. It might be 
motivating to get a “quick win” by pay-
ing off a smaller debt before beginning 
to chip away at a larger one.

Once you pay off one debt, add that 
payment amount to a different debt pay-
ment amount to accelerate its pay off.

It’s personal
One last tip: Don’t discount your 

emotions. If paying off a certain debt 
will help you feel more secure, you 
may want to follow your gut. Or dis-
cuss with your financial advisor before 
you decide. Also, identify some key 
milestones that you want to reach, and 
celebrate (modestly) when you achieve 
those goals!

This advertisement was written by Wells 
Fargo Advisors Financial Network and pro-
vided to you by Mike Stein, Managing Di-
rector - Investments.

Investment products and services are of-
fered through Wells Fargo Advisors Finan-
cial Network, LLC, Member SIPC, a regis-
tered broker-dealer and a separate non-bank 
affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.

©2022 – 2024 Wells Fargo Advisors Fi-
nancial Network, LLC.
Investment and Insurance Products are:
• Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Fed-
eral Government Agency
• Not a Deposit or Other Obligation 
of, or Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any 
Bank Affiliate
• Subject to Investment Risks, In-
cluding Possible Loss of the Principal 
Amount Invested HW

Pittsburgh-Area 
Man Indicted for 
Telling Official 
‘Go Back to 
Israel or Better 
Yet, Exterminate 
Yourself’
By JNS Staff

(JNS) – A federal grand jury indicted 
Edward Arthur Owens Jr., 29, of Eliz-
abeth, Pa., in the Pittsburgh area, for 
making an antisemitic threat to harm a 
public official and making false state-
ments to the federal agents, the U.S. At-
torney’s Office for the Western District 
of Pennsylvania said last Thursday.

Owens, who was arrested on May 30, 
allegedly told a “local public official,” 
whom the U.S. Justice Department 
didn’t name, that “we’re coming for 
you” and “be afraid,” adding a German 
flag image.

“Go back to Israel or better yet, exter-
minate yourself and save us the trouble,” 
he allegedly wrote to the official, using 
an antisemitic phrase that suggests Jews 
have been expelled from 109 countries.

The Justice Department also alleges 
that Owens lied and told FBI agents that 
“his firearms – which included a .22 LR 
caliber rifle, an AR-15 style rifle and a 
9mm caliber Smith & Wesson pistol – 
were all in the custody of his mother, 
that he did not know where the firearms 
were and that he did not have access to 
any of them.”

Per the indictment, “Edwards did, in 
fact, know that his 9mm caliber Smith 
& Wesson pistol was still in his custody 
and control – located inside of the vehi-
cle Edwards drove immediately prior to 
making his false statements to the FBI 
agents – that he still had access to this 
pistol, and that the pistol was not in his 
mother’s custody,” per the department.

Owens faces up to five years in prison 
and up to $250,000 in fines. HW

MOVING?
PLEASE LET US KNOW

BEFORE YOU GO!
901.763.2215

info@hebrewwatchman.com
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Located at 2481 Broad Avenue - Memphis
901.767.0026 - Locally owned by Paul West

Beautifully Crafted Cemetery Monuments
SERVING THE JEWISH COMMUNITY
OF MEMPHIS FOR OVER 20 YEARS

Visit us at WESTMEMORIALS.COM

1212 University Ave.

COLUMBUS MARBLE WORKS
Designers and Builders

HIGHEST QUALITY MONUMENTS AND MARKERS
Associated and Identified with

JEWISH MEMORIALS
For Over 85 years 

in Memphis and the Mid-South area

For more information, call
Phone 1-800-647-1055

Enduring
Memorials

Member of Antisemitic Hate Group Arrested for 
Alleged Assault of Jewish Man in Tennessee

(JNS) – Louis Edward Dunn, 43, a 
member of the Goyim Defense League, 
is expected to be returned to Tennessee 
to face a grand jury indictment charging 
him with civil rights intimidation and as-
sault, the Metropolitan Nashville Police 
Department announced last Thursday.

Dunn, who was visiting Nashville 
when the alleged altercation took place 
on July 13, 2024, is currently being held 

as a fugitive in the Maricopa Coun-
ty Jail in Phoenix, Ariz., following his 
arrest last Sunday at the request of the 
MNPD’s Specialized Investigations Di-
vision.

Dunn, with accomplice Ryan Scott 
McCann, 30, are charged with assault-
ing and intimidating a 20-year-old Jew-
ish man, according to the division’s in-
vestigation. Police stated that members 

of the GDL antagonized and taunted the 
man when McCann attempted to strike.

As the victim attempted to flee, Dunn 
allegedly grabbed and pinned him 
against a truck with McCann in pursuit. 
The victim said “he was struck in the 
neck and legs during the altercation,” 
according to the investigation.

“Nashville and our police department 
will not let stand hatred that translates 

into criminal conduct,” Metro Nashville 
Police Chief John Drake said. “I am 
grateful to the team at the Specialized 
Investigations Division for their months 
of work to hold GDL members account-
able.”

McCann was indicted on civil rights 
intimidation and assault charges earlier 
this year and was convicted in criminal 
court last month. HW

Students at Netanyahu’s Pennsylvania High School Want Him Ejected 
from the Alumni Hall of Fame

(JTA) – More than 200 students at Chel-
tenham High School in suburban Phila-
delphia have petitioned for the school’s 
alumni hall of fame to eject Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who grad-
uated from the school in 1967.

Officers of the school’s alumni as-
sociation [were] meeting with school 
district officials last Friday to consid-
er the petition, according to a report in 
The New York Times, which said the 
association’s secretary privately said the 
group was inclined “to keep Netanyahu 
up, but maybe with an update in his bi-
ography.” Netanyahu was added to the 
hall of fame in 1999, during his first 
stint as prime minister.

By Philissa Cramer

Benjamin Netanyahu as pictured 
in his high school yearbook 
at Cheltenham High School 
in Cheltenham, Pennsylvania. 
Credit: File photo

The petition, submitted last month by 
roughly 15% of students, cited Netanya-
hu’s criminal indictment and arrest war-
rant issued by the International Criminal 
Court accusing him of war crimes and 
crimes against humanity in Gaza, the 
newspaper reported. Netanyahu denies 
the criminal charges against him and 
Israel rejects the allegation that it has 
committed war crimes in Gaza, where it 
has been battling Hamas since Hamas’ 
Oct. 7, 2023, attack on Israel.

“When students see these alumni on 
the wall of fame as we walk past every 
day, we understand that these are people 
we should look up to, and we strive to 
be like them one day,” two of the stu-
dents wrote when they submitted the pe-

tition last month, according to The New 
York Times. They added, “As such, we 
feel it is not right for him to continue to 
be recognized in our school.”

Netanyahu lived in Cheltenham 
twice, from 1956 to 1958 when he was 
in elementary school, and from 1963 to 
1967 when he was in high school, while 
his father taught at a local Jewish stud-
ies institute. At Cheltenham High, he 
participated in soccer, debate and chess 
clubs and reportedly skipped his gradu-
ation ceremony to return to Israel to en-
list in the Israel Defense Forces. He re-
cently joked on Fox News with another 
graduate, the conservative pundit Mark 
Levin, about the alumni hall of fame, 
which does not include Levin. HW

‘Passover Coke’ Could Become Obsolete as 
Trump Says Coca-Cola Will Use ‘REAL’ Sugar in 
U.S. Soda

(JTA) – A uniquely American Pass-
over tradition could become a thing of 
the past, after President Donald Trump 
announced that he had successfully 
pressed Coca-Cola to change the formu-
lation of its signature drink in the United 
States.

“I have been speaking to Coca-Co-
la about using REAL Cane Sugar in 
Coke in the United States, and they 
have agreed to do so,” Trump wrote on 
Truth Social, his social media platform, 
last Wednesday. “I’d like to thank all of 
those in authority at Coca-Cola. This 
will be a very good move by them – 
You’ll see. It’s just better!”

Such a change would obviate Co-
ca-Cola’s special runs for Passover – 
and the fervent searches that some ko-
sher-keeping Jews undertake to secure 
the scarce “yellow-cap” bottles of Coke 
that result.

For the last four decades, Coke in the 
United States has been made with corn 
syrup, a sweetener that is reviled by 
many health advocates, including those 
who are part of the pro-Trump “MAHA” 
movement. But corn is not considered 
kosher for Passover according to Ash-
kenazi tradition, that is practiced by the 
vast majority of kosher-keeping Ameri-
can Jews.

So every year, the company has pro-
duced a kosher-for-Passover run of Coke 
made with cane sugar lest kosher-keep-
ing Jews have to forgo the soda for the 
eight-day holiday.

The kosher-for-Passover bottles, 
which are prominently labeled as such 
but also come with distinctive yellow 
caps, become a hot commodity in some 
communities each spring. Not only ko-
sher-keeping Jews but also those with 
a taste for the corn syrup-free sodas 
manufactured abroad hunt down the 
yellow-cap bottles in regions where 
they are distributed, typically those with 
large Orthodox Jewish populations.

In recent years, with the rise of Tik-

Tok, the appeal of yellow-cap Coke has 
gone viral. Last year, influencers urged 
their followers to stock up on the ko-
sher-for-Passover Cokes and traded tips 
about where to find the scarce bottles.

If Coca-Cola begins using the same 
corn syrup-free formulation all year 
long, special runs will no longer be 
needed for Passover.

The company did not immediate-
ly confirm the change that Trump an-
nounced but posted an oblique statement 
on its website. “We appreciate President 
Trump’s enthusiasm for our iconic Co-
ca‑Cola brand,” it said. “More details 
on new innovative offerings within our 
Coca‑Cola product range will be shared 
soon.”

The company also replied to some 
social media posts about Trump’s an-
nouncement to rebut the idea that 
cane-sugar Coke tastes better or is 
healthier.

While the anti-corn syrup push could 
ease conditions for kosher-keeping 
Jews, some of the MAHA movement’s 
other ambitions could introduce compli-
cations. Changes to milk testing earlier 
this year briefly ignited concerns about 

whether the FDA’s practices would still 
fall in line with a key determination of 
Jewish law, while an effort to end the 
use of synthetic food dyes could result 
in the wider use of dyes that are not ko-
sher. Under pressure from the Trump 
administration, many U.S. ice cream 
producers announced last Monday that 
they would phase out synthetic food 
dyes by 2028. HW

The Scribbler 
On the Roof

By Ted Roberts
The best of 
Ted’s work — 
a collection 
of stories 
designed to 
make you 
laugh and cry.

$10.95
AVAILABLE AT LULU.COM
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He’s Back: Larry David Teams Up with the Obamas to Create New TV 
Comedy Series About American History

Watch Them Thrive with In-Home Care
The specially trained caregivers at Comfort Keepers pro-
vide meaningful, in-home care so seniors can live inde-
pendently. From providing companionship to caring for 
those with dementia, we’re here to help your loved one 
thrive and give you peace of mind.

In-Home
Care Services

• Personal care
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   housekeeping

• Dementia and 
   Alzheimer’s care

• Respite care

• Safety solutions

901-207-8209
Home + Life + Care | ComfortKeepers.com

Comfort Keepers of the Mid-South, 5668 S Rex Rd #200, Memphis, Tennessee 38119

© 2022 CK Franchising, Inc. An international network where most offices are independently owned and operated.

T-shirts
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(JTA) – After his beloved and ex-
tremely Jewish sitcom “Curb Your En-
thusiasm” ended after 12 seasons last 
year, many fans undoubtedly had the 
same thought: Would this be the last of 
Larry David on TV?

The notorious curmudgeon’s answer: 
Absolutely not. 

Last Thursday, David announced that 
he will be partnering with Barack and 
Michelle Obama’s production company 
to create a six-episode sketch comedy 
series about American history.

The 78-year-old David will star in, 
co-write and executive produce the new 
series, which will air on HBO, the home 

By Grace Gilson

Larry David speaks onstage during the Variety Business Managers 
Breakfast in West Hollywood, Calif., Nov. 19, 2024. Credit: Tommaso 
Boddi/Variety via Getty Images

of “Curb Your Enthusiasm.” Higher 
Ground, the Obamas’ production com-
pany, will produce it.

“I’ve sat across the table from some 
of the world’s most difficult leaders and 
wrestled with some of our most intracta-
ble problems,” the former president said 
in a statement. “Nothing has prepared 
me for working with Larry David.”

The official summary for the show 
reads: “President and Mrs. Obama 
wanted to honor America’s 250th anni-
versary and celebrate the unique history 
of our nation on this special occasion…
But then Larry David called.”

For decades, “Curb Your Enthusi-
asm” often brought Jewish humor and 
culture to the mainstream, poking fun at 
Jews of all stripes and even at the Israe-
li-Palestinian conflict. But it’s unclear 
how much of the new show will tap 
into American Jewish history – David’s 
statement focused on what seems to be 
a joke about a made-up hobby.

“Once Curb ended, I celebrated with a 
three-day foam party. After a violent aller-
gic reaction to the suds, I yearned to return 
to my simple life as a beekeeper, harvest-
ing organic honey from the wildflowers in 

my meadow,” David said in a statement. 
“Alas, one day my bees mysteriously van-
ished. And so, it is with a heavy heart that 
I return to television, hoping to ease the 
loss of my beloved hive.”

“Curb Your Enthusiasm” writer and 
executive producer Jeff Schaffer will 
also write, direct and executive produce 
the currently untitled series, which will 
presumably come out in 2026, as it is 
meant to coincide with the nation’s 
250th anniversary.

“The characters Larry is playing didn’t 
change history. In fact, they were large-
ly ignored by history. And that’s a good 
thing,” Schaffer said in a statement.

Although exact casting details have 
yet to be announced, the new show is set 
to feature some “Curb Your Enthusiasm” 
actors and “noteworthy guest stars.”

“It’s hard to remember a time be-
fore ‘Curb,’ or without Larry David’s 
perspective on modern life,” said Amy 
Gravitt, the head of HBO and Max’s 
comedy programming. “We’re thrilled 
that Larry is coming back to HBO, this 
time with Higher Ground, to give us a 
glimpse at our shared history as we cel-
ebrate our Semiquincentennial.” HW

In Images on Social Media, Kentucky Church 
Shooter Dons Keffiyeh

(JNS) – Social-media accounts tied to 
the suspect in the deadly church shoot-
ing last Sunday in Lexington, Ky., which 
killed two and injured three, showed 
him wearing a keffiyeh-style scarf, the 

New York Post reported.
Police said that Guy House, 47, was 

searching for the mother of his children 
when he barged into Richmond Road 
Baptist Church. After discovering that 

his intended target was not there, he 
shouted, “Well, someone’s gonna have 
to die, then” before opening fire, accord-
ing to witnesses.

He was shot by police and pronounced 
dead at the scene.

“More details emerge from last Sat-
urday’s mass shooting in Lexington, 
Ky.: Gunman Guy House – often seen 
wearing a keffiyeh (now widely viewed 
as a symbol of violence post-10/7) shot 
a state trooper, carjacked a vehicle 
and stormed Richmond Road Baptist 
Church,” wrote the organization Stop 
Antisemitism on social media. “He also 
murdered two women and wounded 
three others before being neutralized by 
police.”

That information was reposted by Leo 
Terell, chair of the federal Task Force to 
Combat Antisemitism.

JNS sought comment about the case 
from the U.S. Department of Justice. HW

Army Vet, Who 
Posted Jew-
Hatred Online, 
Sentenced to 
Two Years for 
Illegal Guns

(JNS) – Kyle Christopher Benton, 29, 
was sentenced in district court to two 
years in prison for illegally possessing 
guns and using those weapons “to fur-
ther his standing with various racially 
or ethnically motivated violent extrem-
ist groups and groups espousing white 
supremacy,” the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
for the Western District of Washington 
stated last Thursday.

Benton, of Snohomish, Wash., located 
some 30 miles northeast of Seattle, was 
arrested in November for having “both 
unregistered, short barrel rifles and ma-
chine guns, weapons capable of firing 
multiple rounds with a single trigger 
pull,” per the U.S. Justice Department.

“You not only illegally possessed 
extremely dangerous firearms, but you 
bragged about it and put on firearms 
trainings for others while doing so,” 
Tana Lin, a judge in the Western District 
of Washington, said during sentencing.

Per the Justice Department, the FBI 
investigated Benton after the U.S. Army 
discharged him and after he threatened 
to kill his wife.

“The investigation revealed Benton 
operated multiple social media accounts 
where he posted violent extremist con-
tent, neo-Nazi propaganda and antise-
mitic materials,” the department said. 

He also took part in hate rallies in per-
son in Oregon, Washington and in Idaho 
“in furtherance of his white supremacist 
views,” the Justice Department said. 
“Drawing upon his military training and 
veteran status, he led workshops about 
firearms for various white supremacy 
groups.” HW

By JNS Staff

“You not only illegally 
possessed extremely 
dangerous firearms, but you 
bragged about it and put on 
firearms trainings for others 
while doing so,” the district 
judge said at trial.
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As the first Executive Director of the Jewish Foundation of Memphis and a proud donor advised fund holder, Paula Jacobson helped shape a legacy of 
giving that continues to strengthen Jewish Memphis today.

“Being part of the effort to create the Jewish Foundation of Memphis was one of the most meaningful experiences of my life,” Paula shared. “I will always 
be grateful for the confidence placed in me and the opportunity to be part of something that will impact so many for generations to come.” Listen to an 
interview with Paula on the Foundation’s new podcast, “Generations of Giving,” available on Spotify and Apple Podcasts.

November 2005: The Jewish Foundation of Memphis doubles down 
on legacy giving by launching “Create Your Jewish Legacy” and its 
recognition tool, the Endowment Book of Life. Founders Ronna and Hal 
Newburger positioned the Foundation as the primary resource for legacy 
giving in the Memphis Jewish community.

In honor of the 30-year anniversary of the Jewish 
Foundation of Memphis, we are showcasing the 

Foundation’s history and impact through a content 
series across multiple platforms, including a photo series 
highlighting key moments in the Foundation’s history.

Preparing for Life’s Final Journey
with Compassion and Care

3085 Fountainside Dr. Suite 210
Germantown, TN 38138

901-560-3600
www.hospiceofhopetn.com

Hope
Hospice & Palliative CareHospice & Palliative Care

Pediatric Dentistry
Michael Blen DDS -- Lydia Watson DDS

6363 Poplar Ave, Suite 110  --  Memphis, TN 38119
901-415-2536  --  www.drblen.com
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At Temple Israel, we are sincerely grateful to our Sustainers—
those whose ongoing generosity helps ensure the strength 
and stability of our congregation. Your support allows us 
to preserve cherished Jewish traditions, offer meaningful 
worship and educational opportunities, and maintain a warm, 
welcoming spiritual home for all who enter our doors. It’s no 
exaggeration to say that you  make everything we do possible.

Your commitment sustains not just our Temple, but the heart of 
Jewish life in Memphis.
 
Thank you for your vision, your generosity, and your belief 
in our mission. We are stronger because of you!! Thank you 
for helping us continue to grow, connect, and thrive as a 
community.

Honoring Those Who Make It Possible: 
Sustainers

Rebecca Adelman
Jeanne & Bruce Alpert
Stacey & Michael Alpert
Susan & Damon Arney
Julie & Lawson Avery
Lisa & Justin Barden
Carol & Bert Barnett
Judy & David Bearman
Terri & Edward Bearman
Lauren & Brandon Bell
Anise & Ron Belz
Julie & Byron Besser
Joseph Besser
Marcy & Michael Blen
Alison & Scott Blen
Sherry & Pete Blumberg
Steve Brown
Beverly Buchalter
Mickey & Arthur Buring
Michele & Danny Buring
Jill & David Buring
Lindsay & Brian Califf
Jennifer Collins & Adam Charnes
Bonnie & Eliot Cohen
Suzanne & Barry Cohen
Lauren & Allen Cohn
Marilyn & Harvey Cook
Tracey & Ron Cooper
Steve Cooper
Brenda & Mark Curland
Barbie & Ray Dan
Alene & Stuart Davidson
Liz Ann & Bob Dinkelspiel
Beni & Mike Dragutsky
Jane & Gene Eckstein
Dick Eiseman
Lynn & Jerry Eisenstatt
Melissa & Igal Elfezouaty
Tara & Jeff Engelberg
Cindy & Sam Ettingoff
Melissa & Rich Faber
Rebecca Belz & Sam Fargotstein
Rhonda & Lenny Feiler
Gloria & Eddie Felsenthal
Judy & Peter Felsenthal
Fredrika Felt
Lisa & Ken Fields
Janis & Pat Finan
Melanie & Ricky Fine
Cindy & Mark Finestone
Wendy & Avron Fogelman

Hal Fogelman
Margo & Mark Fogelman
Kim & Rick Fogelman
Cindy & Jim Forman
Lisa & Jonathan Frisch
Lisa & Michael Gelfand
Lisa Menuskin & Neil Gibson
Jennifer Gilbert
Leslie & Mark Gillenson
Harry Goldsmith
Bunny & Jeff Goldstein
Sharon & Mike Goldstein
Lenny & Peggy Goodman
Brenda & Marshall Gordon
Mopsey & Jerrold Graber
Joyce & Fred Graflund
Greg Graflund
Jake Greenstein
Suzanne Gronemeyer
Sheliah & Scott Gruber
Steve Gubin
Lauren & Bill Hackney
Diane & Mark Halperin
Allan Hayden
Murray Heimberg
Jenny & Larry Herman
Marci & Geoffrey Hirsch
Stephani & Jason Infeld
Paula Jacobson
Peggy & L. R. Jalenak, Jr.
Monique & Charles Jalenak
Elise & Richard Jordan
Mary & Aaron Kanowitz
Miriam & Bertram Kaplan
Cindy & Buz Katz
Elaine & Robert Kaufman
Faith & Leonard Kaye
Marty Kelman
Denise & Jeff Kerlan
Andy & Bob Kerlan
Ronni Kirsch
Gabby & Zach Kisber
Nancy & Alan Kline
Karen & Michael Koplon
Debbie & Sidney Kriger
Susanne & Bruce Landau
Janet Lang
Geri & Hal Lansky
Barbara Lapides
Jami & Adam Lazarov
Debbie & Ron Lazarov

Roselle Lazarov
Stephanie & Barry Leff
Sondra & Larry Levingston
Shelley & Don Levy
Gail Lewis
Carol & Henry Levy
Betsy & Steve Libby
Barbara & Phil Lieberman
Laura & Jimmy Linder
Judy & Jimmy Lindy
Susan & Jay Lindy
Joanna & Josh Lipman
Betty & Skipper Loewenberg
Alla & Nathan Lubin
Missy & Brian Lurie
Elaine & Leonard Lurie
Jan Magids
Kim & Howard Manis
May Lynn Mansbach
Leigh & Danny Mansberg
Sandra & Chuck Marquis
Betty & Bob Mednikow
Laurie & Jeff Meskin
Marcy & Ken Milman
Sarah & Frank Ognibene
Taylor & Benjamin Orgel
Robin & Billy Orgel
Terry Orgel
Billie & Barry Pelts
Linda Pelts
Sally & Michael Pelts
Mary Lynn Perl
Sue & Larry Pfeffer
Billie & Joe Pierce
Michele & Martin Pinstein
Carole & Charles Plesofsky
Lisa Usdan & Dave Portnoy
Wendy & Steve Radtke
Amy & David Rea
Marilyn & Richard Reinhardt
Janice & Jimmy Ringel
Judy Ringel
Andy & David Robins
Nancy & Richard Robinson
Meryl Rosen
Sally & Jeff Rosenberg
Shelli & Sheldon Rosengarten
Debbie & David Rosenthal
Wendy & Cary Rotter
Leigh & Craig Royal
Judy Royal

Bob Royal
Karin & Jeff Rubnitz
Diane Rudner
Liz Rudnick & Elton Parker
Diane Sachs
Debra & Alex Saharovich
Sherry & Alan Samuels
Betsy & Andy Saslawsky
Laurie & Elkan Scheidt
Helen Scheidt
Suzanne & Jon Scharff
Tammy & Lee Schwartzberg
Art Seessel
Virginia Palacio & Todd Shapiro
Connie & Mike Sherman
Lynda & Stephen Shiffman
Lisa & Howard Silver
Farryl & Joshua Silver
Sara Beth & George Silverman
Nancy & Ben Sissman
Jackie & Bob Solmson
Jill & Ken Steinberg
Kimberlee & Scott Strome
Terri & Scot Struminger
Lynn & Shmuel Susser
Sandy & Mark Tanenbaum
Elissa & Marc Taub
Harry Todtman
Lin Turner
Marsha & Mike Underberg
Robin & Jeff Wallace
Melisa & Steven Weisman
Cathy & Craig Weiss
Kim Nichols & Mitchell Weiss
Sheryl & Kenneth Weiss
Patti & Bill Weiss
Molly & Jason Wexler
Kathy & Michael Wexler
Michael Wilons
Eileen & Steve Wishnia
Brenda Wolf
Gayle & David Woloshin
Susan & George Woodman
Barrie & Kenneth Wurzburg
Jeanne & Warren Wurzburg
Laura & Paul Yacoubian
Demi & David Yaffe
Lana & Yuri Yanishevski
Hollie & Greg Ziskind

Join the inspiring group shaping Temple’s future —
reach out to Aida Nozick at aidan@timemphis.org today!!


