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All 20 Living Hostages Back in Israel, 2 Years after 
Hamas’ Oct. 7 Attack

Focus on Peace Process Turning to Demilitarizing 
Gaza, Trump Admin Officials Say
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Thousands gather at Hostage Square to celebrate the return of the 
hostages, October 13, 2025. Credit: Miriam Alster/Flash90

By Philissa Cramer
October 13, 2025 (JTA) – All 20 of 

the Israeli hostages still alive two years 
after being taken hostage by Hamas 
have returned to Israel, following an 
emotional morning that commanded the 
attention of Jews around the world who 
had lobbied for their release.

Unlike in past hostage releases, 
Hamas did not stage release “ceremo-
nies,” a condition of the deal the group 

in charge of Gaza made in striking a 
U.S.-brokered ceasefire deal the week 
prior. But in another departure, the 
group provided phones for hostages 
waiting for Red Cross vehicles to use 
to call their families, creating jarring 
scenes of joyful conversations taking 
place with masked terrorists visible on 
screen.

The family of Bar Kupershtein re-

leased a video of him telling his ecstatic 
mother, “It’s OK, Mom. Don’t worry.”

Einav Zangauker, the mother of 
Matan Angrest, was filmed telling him, 
“The war is over. You’re all coming 
home. You are my world. I love you.”

Another photo, released by Israel, 
showed Gali and Ziv Berman, twins 
abducted from Kibbutz Kfar Aza, re-
uniting after being held separately in 
captivity.

Alon Ohel, who was thought to have 
suffered injuries to his eyes, could be 
seen putting on sunglasses provided to 
him by the Israeli soldiers tasked with 
bringing him home.

And Lishay Miran-Lavi, waiting for 
husband Omri Miran after speaking 
to him by FaceTime, called their two 
young daughters to tell them, “Daddy’s 
coming home.” Soon, she and her hus-
band were reunited in person.

The hostages appeared pale and gaunt 
but were walking on their own and in 
some cases appeared to be in improved 
condition compared to past footage re-
leased by Hamas.

The videos and photographs elicited 
joyous cheers from the tens of thou-
sands of people who gathered in Hos-

tages Square in Tel Aviv, where the site 
of pained prayer was transformed into a 
central address for jubilation. The mas-
sive “Bring Them Home” letters that 
had loomed over the square for most 
of the last two years were revised last 
Sunday night to say, “Welcome Back 
Home.”

Another crowd convened at Reim, 
the kibbutz near the Gaza border where 
many of the hostages were abducted 
during the Nova music festival on Oct. 
7, 2023, and which would mark their 
first stop in Israel en route to being re-
united with their families. The gathering 
marked Hoshana Rabbah, the ritual to 
mark the end of Sukkot. Monday night 
marked the beginning of Simchat Torah, 
the Jewish holiday on which Hamas 
staged its attack and took roughly 250 
hostages.

Of them, 37 who were killed on Oct. 
7 or in captivity now remain in Gaza, 
along with the body of a soldier kid-
napped in 2014. Under the terms of the 
deal, Hamas must release their bodies, 
too, but the group says it has not yet 
been able to locate all of them. Those 
that have been located were released to 
Israel on Monday afternoon. HW

By Mike Wagenheim
(JNS) – A senior Trump administra-

tion adviser told reporters last Wednes-
day that efforts are underway to demil-
itarize Gaza.

“We’re defining a path that makes ev-
eryone feel safe,” the adviser, who de-
clined to be named, told reporters. “It’s 
not realistic to expect people to just drop 
arms.

“The dynamic is complex, but the 
sentiment from Arab mediators and 
from Hamas is to keep working together 
toward a solution,” the adviser said.

The adviser and another senior U.S. 
adviser, who also spoke to reporters 
anonymously, told reporters that phase 
one of the Israel-Hamas war, which fo-
cused on deconfliction, entry of aid and 
returning bodies of hostages to Israel, 
has been a success.

One of the advisers refuted media re-
ports that Israel had cut the amount of 
aid due to enter the Strip.

“We’ve had positive conversations 
with the United Nations to ensure aid 
effectively reaches people in Gaza,” the 
adviser said. “There have been no cuts 
so far and no intention to cut as long as 
the deal holds.”

An international stabilization force, 
which U.S. President Donald Trump 
outlined in his 20-point peace plan, “is 
starting to be constructed,” one of the 
advisers said.

Indonesia, the United Arab Emir-
ates, Egypt, Qatar and Azerbaijan have 
expressed interest in taking part in the 
multinational force to assume security 
control in Gaza during a transitional pe-
riod.

A technocratic Palestinian-led transi-
tional government, for which Trump’s 
plan also called, is starting to take shape.

“Many people are reaching out. We’re 
moving deliberately,” one of the U.S. 
advisers told reporters. “Hamas is weak-
er than ever. People see a different fu-
ture and have the courage to reach out.”

One of the advisers also said that 
Hamas, which Trump’s plan gave ex-
plicit leeway to police Gaza for a lim-
ited time, should stop extrajudicial kill-
ings in the streets.

“We’re working with mediators to 
send the message that should stop,” the 
adviser said. “We’re also working with 
Israel to create space in a safe zone be-
hind the yellow line where threatened 

people can go.”
“Israel is committed to creating safety 

for Gazans, who want to live in peace 
and renounce Hamas,” one of the ad-
visers said. “Israel met this idea with 
enthusiasm after two years of war. They 
want to protect civilians seeking a dif-
ferent path.”

According to the advisers, local de-
velopers and contractors are already 
being engaged to be part of rebuilding 
Gaza.

“The goal is to move quickly to create 
jobs, housing and services,” one of the 
advisers said. “There is also a major line 
of effort on demolition and unexploded 
ordnance clearance, which also affects 
body recovery.”

The other adviser said that Gaza has 
been “pulverized.”

“We have various intelligence on loca-
tions of deaths and injuries. With greater 
control of areas, we can do more, but we 
need more resources,” the adviser said. 
(Per the adviser, multiple countries, in-
cluding Turkey, have offered to send ex-
perienced body-recovery teams.)

One of the advisers said conversa-
tions with mediators “indicate” Hamas’s 

“continued intent to honor the deal.”
“There was disappointment when 

only four bodies were returned” on the 
first night of the release of hostages, one 
of the advisers said. “But more followed 
in the next days, as we provided intelli-
gence. They are maneuvering to do their 
best.”

One of the advisers said the adminis-
tration is urging Israel to share its intel-
ligence about the bodies of the remain-
ing hostages.

“We’re using every lever to maximize 
results and continue making progress,” 
one of the advisers said.

“We will not stop until everyone 
comes home,” the other said. HW

“It’s not realistic to 
expect people to 
just drop arms,” a 
senior U.S. adviser 
told reporters.
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By Laura Linder, CEO and President, Jewish Community Partners
In the heart of Memphis, a spirit of 

generosity and community thrives, and 
at the Jewish Foundation of Memphis, 
we’re dedicated to helping you channel 
that spirit into powerful action. Now is 
the perfect time to amplify your charita-
ble giving through one of the most flex-
ible and tax-efficient tools available: a 
Donor-Advised Fund (DAF).

A DAF with the Foundation is essen-
tially a personal charitable checking ac-
count. It offers you an immediate tax de-
duction when you contribute, and your 
funds grow tax-free, ready to be distrib-
uted to your favorite charities, both Jew-
ish and secular, locally and nationally. 
It’s philanthropy made simple, strategic, 
and deeply impactful.

We believe so strongly in the power 
of DAFs to strengthen our community 
that we’re bringing back an exciting in-
centive for new fundholders.

Now through the end of December, 
the first 10 donors to open a Jewish 
Foundation of Memphis Donor-Ad-
vised Fund, will receive a grant of up to 
$1,000 to give away to a favorite Mem-
phis Jewish organization(s).

By opening a DAF, you directly sup-
port the incredible ecosystem of our 
local Jewish community. Our partner 
agencies eligible for this incentive in-
clude Anshei Sphard-Beth El Emeth, 
Baron Hirsch Congregation, Beth Sho-

lom Synagogue, Bornblum Jewish 
Community School, Margolin Hebrew 
Academy, Memphis Jewish Communi-
ty Center, Temple Israel and Wendy and 
the Avron B. Fogelman Jewish Family 
Service.

Local philanthropists David and Mi-
chelle Katz, who recently opened a Jew-
ish Foundation of Memphis DAF, said 
the experience was smooth and seam-
less.

“The Foundation team was extreme-
ly helpful throughout the process. We 
spoke to Sheri a few times and she ex-
plained the process very well and made 
it extremely easy,” Michelle said.

David said they decided to open a 
DAF because “we wanted to support the 
Jewish Foundation’s efforts, and it cer-
tainly helped with tax advantages in the 
current year.”

David and Michelle have already put 
their DAF to work, supporting a diverse 
range of causes: “We recommended 
grants to local Jewish organizations that 
we are closely involved with, including 
the Margolin Hebrew Academy, Young 
Israel, and Jewish Federation. We also 
used it for a non-local organization that 
David is involved with that helps Jewish 
small business owners with mentoring,” 
they explained.

The process is simple. Establish your 
fund by filling out a simple fund appli-

cation, choose a name for your fund, 
and list its advisors. Make a tax-deduct-
ible donation with a minimum of $5,000 
to the Foundation to establish your fund. 
You can begin recommending grants 
right away!

Once your fund is established, the 
Foundation will award a special grant 
in your honor to your chosen part-
ner agencies. For donors contributing 
$5,000, you may choose one or more 
of JFOM’s partner agencies to receive a 
total grant of $500. For donors contrib-
uting $10,000 or more, you are eligible 
to choose one or more partner agencies 

to receive a total grant of $1,000. Please 
note that this incentive is exclusively 
for first-time fundholders of the Jewish 
Foundation of Memphis.

A Donor-Advised Fund with the Jew-
ish Foundation of Memphis is more than 
just a financial tool – it’s a commitment 
to a stronger Jewish future in Memphis. 
It gives you the power to be thoughtful, 
strategic, and proactive in your giving, 
all while partnering with a trusted or-
ganization that is deeply invested in the 
vibrancy of our Memphis Jewish com-
munity.

Don’t miss this limited-time opportu-
nity to establish your fund and immedi-
ately direct up to $1,000 to the organi-
zations that matter most to you. Contact 
the Foundation team today at 901-374-
0400 to start your application and truly 
make your philanthropy count! HW
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IDF Releases New Photo 
of Sinwar’s Body on 
Anniversary of Hamas 
Leader’s Elimination
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Monday, October 27
Speaker: Rabbi Yosef Braha
Ask the Rabbi
Rabbi Braha is Rosh Kollel and di-

rector of operations of the Memphis 
Kollel. His talks are always one of the 
highlights for the speaker series. Bring 
all your Jewish questions and queries 
that you have been wondering about, 
but maybe, were afraid to ask. No ques-
tion is too tough! With the Jewish High 
Holy Days just a few weeks ago, this is 
a perfect time to get answers to many 
of the questions you have been thinking 
about! Rabbi Braha always has a nice 
and sometimes humorous answer. Have 
a nice lunch and an informative after-
noon.

Wednesday, October 29
Speaker: Kevin Payne with Humana
Topic: Medicare 101
Kevin always brings an entertain-

ing talk that everyone really enjoys. 
Medicare has many changes for next 
year. Come learn about some of these 
changes and have some of your ques-
tions answered.  He has a refreshing 
way of teaching us things we need to 
know and usually has handouts to em-
phasize his talks.  Please do not wait till 
next year and get surprises with some of 
your Medicare billing! Reservations are 
needed for the lunch only.

Monday, November 3
Speaker: Rabbi Cantor David Julian
Topic: Jews and Thankfulness
Rabbi Cantor David Julian with Or 

Chadash Synagogue will offer an uplift-
ing talk – the type of message we need 
to hear in these times. He will also leave 
time for a Q&A. Come have a nice ko-
sher lunch and hear this interesting talk. 
Reservations are only required for the 
lunch.

Wednesday, November 5
Team Trivial Pursuit
The seniors received a gift of a new set 

of Trivial Pursuit questions, which were 
used in the last Trivial Pursuit session. It 
led to a lively back and forth team effort 
that saw the lead go back and forth un-
til one of the teams finally pulled out a 
win. It was a lot of fun with some of the 
quieter team members having the right 
answer. Prizes were given out to both 
teams. Reservations are needed for the 
lunch.

Please join us Monday through Friday 
for a delicious kosher lunch from the 
kitchens at Memphis Jewish Home & 
Rehab. The cost is only $2 for seniors. 
Reservations are required the day before 
by 1 p.m. by contacting Steve Kaplan, 
Adult Services Coordinator, at 901-
259-9220 or stevekaplan@jccmemphis.
org or by calling the front desk at 901-
761-0810. Steve works Monday through 
Thursday 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. HW

(JNS) – The Israel Defense Forces 
released a never-before-seen picture 
last Thursday showing the slain body of 
Yahya Sinwar, marking one year since 
IDF soldiers killed the Hamas terrorist 
mastermind in the Gaza Strip.

The photo shows former IDF South-
ern Command chief Maj. Gen. Yaron 
Finkelman, former Operations Direc-
torate chief Maj. Gen. Oded Basiuk and 
Gaza Division chief Brig. Gen. Barak 
Hiram standing near Sinwar’s body on 
Oct. 17, 2024, a day after he had been 
killed in southern Gaza.

The image was made public as part of 
a set of iconic photos taken by IDF pho-
tographers during the war, which will be 
displayed as part of an exhibition at the 
Yitzhak Rabin Center in Tel Aviv start-
ing on Sunday.

“A year since humanity was freed 
from the master of the flood of evil,” 
tweeted Avichay Adraee, head of the 
Arab Media Branch in the IDF Spokes-
person’s Unit.

“Goodness cannot be defeated – and 
justice, no matter how delayed, will pre-
vail. To hell, and what a miserable fate 
awaits you, Sinwar,” added the military 
spokesman.

Sinwar was the mastermind behind 
the terrorist attacks in Israel’s south on 
Oct. 7, 2023, during which around 1,200 
people, primarily civilians, were mur-
dered; thousands were wounded; and 

251 were kidnapped.
Israel’s Foreign Ministry posted on X 

last Sunday a handwritten letter penned 
by Sinwar revealing the Oct. 7 massacre 
“wasn’t chaos, but choreography.”

“Terrorists were ordered to film the 
slaughter of civilians, soldiers and fam-
ilies – not for documentation, but as a 
psychological weapon to terrorize Israe-
lis and inspire extremists,” the ministry 
stated.

“This wasn’t a ‘spontaneous upris-
ing.’ It was a scripted campaign for 
the destruction of Israel – planned, re-
hearsed and executed,” the MFA said.

On Oct. 11, The New York Times pub-
lished further details about the memo, 
which was found by a special unit of the 
IDF in May 2025.

The unit found the six-page memo on 
a computer in a tunnel complex used by 
Mohammed Sinwar, the brother of Ya-
hya, who briefly headed Hamas after his 
brother’s death before being killed in 
October 2024.

Sinwar’s document called for Hamas 
terrorists to target IDF soldiers and civil-
ian communities, as well as to broadcast 
the violent acts to spread fear among 
Israelis and destabilize the country, the 
Times reported.

The Hamas memo ordered Palestinian 
gunmen to enter civilian towns in Israel 
and set them on fire “with gasoline or 
diesel from a tanker.”

It sought maximum shock value, urg-
ing fighters to “stomp on the heads of 
soldiers.” It also ordered “opening fire 
on soldiers at point-blank range, slaugh-
tering some of them with knives, blow-
ing up tanks.”

The anniversary of Sinwar’s killing 
last Thursday coincided with Israel’s 
national day of mourning for the mili-
tary and civilian victims of Oct. 7.

The Hamas-led massacre was “mon-
strous in every sense of the word,” 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu declared in remarks at a state 
memorial ceremony for fallen IDF sol-
diers, calling the Oct. 7 attacks a “mer-
ciless killing of infants, children, adults, 
the elderly.”

The leader of the Jewish state added 
that “if those killers could have done it, 
they would have slaughtered each and 
every one of us.”

The IDF’s official death toll since 
the Oct. 7 attacks stood last Thursday 
afternoon at 916, while hundreds more 
Israeli civilians were murdered in the 
massacre and subsequent attacks. HW
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This year, Memphis Jewish Federation celebrates its 90th Anniversary! Throughout the year, we’ll be highlighting meaningful moments from the past 90 
years – celebrating the milestones, memories, and impact of Memphis Jewish Federation. Here we highlight Federation’s Annual Campaign – the driving 
force that sustains our efforts to ensure our community remains cared for, connected, and engaged.

Then-Memphis Jewish Welfare Fund Campaign Advertisement ~ 
1946

Answer the Call Federation’s Super Sunday Kick-Off in the JCC lobby ~  1991

Avron, Wendy, Hal and Rick Fogelman at a major 
donor dinner with keynote speaker former 
Secretary of State and General Alexander Haig at 
The Peabody Hotel ~ January 1987

Children attending Super Sunday ~ January 1985

Sam Chafetz, Andy 
Groveman and Memphis 
Mayor Dick Hackett at the 
Super Sunday Kick-Off ~ 
1985

Then-U.S. Senator Joseph Biden speaking at Super Sunday Kick-
Off ~ 1984 

The Hebrew Watchman features Women’s Campaign Division ~ April 24, 1952
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Holocaust Museum Director 
Rebukes Gazans Identifying 
as ‘Holocaust Survivors’  

Pro-Hamas Hackers Disrupt North 
American Airports

Interior of a train boxcar used by Nazi Germany to transport Jews during 
the Holocaust, at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, 
D.C. Credit: Beth Jusino via Flickr.

By Aaron Bandler
(JNS) – Those who say that Gazans 

are “holocaust survivors,” having en-
dured Israel’s defensive war against the 
Hamas terror organization, are to be 
“widely condemned,” according to Sara 
Bloomfield, director of the U.S. Holo-
caust Memorial Museum.

“Falsely comparing the Holocaust to 
Israel’s response to Hamas’s terrorist at-
tack is an outrageous weaponization of 
the genocide of European Jewry by Nazi 
Germany and its collaborators, who sys-
tematically murdered six million Jews,” 
Bloomfield told JNS. “It’s antisemitic, 
inaccurate, highly offensive and must 
be widely condemned.”

One social media account has re-
ceived 3.2 million views for a post 
claiming to be a “holocaust survivor” of 
war in Gaza. Another post from a “sur-
vivor of the Gaza holocaust” garnered 
525,000 views, and a post from an art-
ist wearing a keffiyeh, referring to “my 
survival from this holocaust,” received 
40,000 views.

Former MSNBC host Mehdi Hasan, 
who created a media company called 
Zeteo, wrote in a since-deleted social 
media post that “one of the ways in 
which the Gaza genocide is worse than 
a lot of previous genocides – Rwan-
da, even the Holocaust – is that you 
didn’t have Hutus or Nazis mocking the 
genocide after it was over. They were 
shunned, deradicalized, prosecuted.”

Deborah Camiel, senior vice pres-
ident of communications at the Simon 
Wiesenthal Center, told JNS that Hasan 
“based his outrageous comment com-
paring the Oct. 7 war to the Holocaust 
on the canard that Israel’s military re-
sponse to Hamas atrocities was a geno-
cide.”

That claim is a “tired inversion wide-
ly used by antisemites, who try at ev-
ery opportunity, no matter how inexact 
or intellectually lazy the comparison is, 
to portray Jews as Nazis,” Camiel said. 
“Israel’s war of self-defense was not 
against the Palestinian people but the 
vicious terrorist group Hamas.”

“As Hasan well knows, Hamas, itself 
a group with a genocidal charter, em-
beds itself among Palestinian civilians, 
in private homes, mosques, schools and 
hospitals, purposefully exposing them 
to terrible harm,” the Wiesenthal Cen-
ter spokeswoman told JNS. “It is clear 
today that most of the world agrees that 
it is this maniacal jihadist group that 
should be shunned, eradicated and pros-
ecuted.”

Hasan stated that he deleted the post 

since he “was trying, clumsily, to make 
the point that Holocaust deniers are 
(rightly) condemned and ostracized in 
the West while Gaza genocide deniers 
remain leading members of our political 
and media establishments.”

“There was no offense meant to the 
Jewish community, and I abhor and con-
demn all genocides,” he stated.

That post drew a fresh round of crit-
icism. “Falsely portraying what hap-
pened in Gaza as a ‘genocide’ is an 
attempt to obscure the inability of Mus-
lim-Arab elites to operate in a world of 
cause and effect,” stated Dexter Van 
Zile, of the Middle East Forum.

Palestinians “start wars they can’t win 
and blame their enemies for the conse-
quences,” Van Zile said. “Your false 
narrative of Israel perpetrating a geno-
cide consigns another generation of 
young people to another round of suffer-
ing. Eventually, the genocide narrative 
will be discredited. It will happen when 
a non-Jewish democracy fights a war for 
its survival.” HW

(JNS) – A group calling itself “Turk-
ish hacker Cyber Islam” hacked into 
terminal communication systems at 
multiple North American airports last 
Tuesday, using them to broadcast pro-
Hamas propaganda.

The cyber attacks reportedly took 
place at Harrisburg International Airport 
in Pennsylvania, Kelowna International 
Airport and Victoria International Air-
port in the Canadian province of British 
Columbia and at Windsor International 
Airport in Ontario.

Video documentation posted by pas-
sengers included a recorded message on 
the public address system with a female 
voice saying “Free, free Palestine” and 
cursing Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu and U.S. President 
Donald Trump.

Flight information screens displayed 
pictures of Hamas terrorists killed by 
Israel, including Mohammed Deif, 
Abu Obeida, Ismail Haniyah and Ya-
hya Sinwar, among other images, along 
with the message: “ISRAEL LOST 

THE WAR, HAMAS WON THE WAR 
HONORABLY” and “You are a pig, 
Donald Trump.” A grotesque caricature 
of Netanyahu was displayed along with 
a message cursing the Israeli leader.

CTV News reported that two flights – 
one inbound and one outbound – were 
delayed at Kelowna. Fox News report-
ed that at Delta flight boarding at Har-
risburg at the time of the incident was 
searched out of an abundance of caution.

Canadian and American authorities 
are investigating the incidents, which 
the airports said did not contain any 
threats directed at airlines, passengers 
or employees.

“We have a cybersecurity response 
plan. And so, we activated that yes-
terday evening. We were able to de-
couple, disconnect, those messages 
very, very quickly,” CTV News quoted 
Kelowna airport CEO Sam Samaddar 
as saying. “And then, of course, lead 
through an investigation in terms of 
what had happened. And so, we are fo-
cused on that.” HW

IDF Troops Kill Grenade-Wielding Terrorist 
in Samaria

By JNS Staff

(JNS) – A Palestinian terrorist last 
Friday threw a grenade at Israel De-
fense Forces troops operating near Jenin 
in northern Samaria.

The soldiers returned fire, killing the 
attacker, the military said.

No injuries were reported among Is-
raeli forces.

Last Wednesday, the IDF and Israel 
Security Agency (Shin Bet) announced 

that they had thwarted an Iranian weap-
ons-smuggling operation aimed at sup-
plying terrorists in Judea and Samaria.

“This shipment, like its predecessors, 
is part of an ongoing Iranian effort to 
destabilize security in the region by 
arming terror cells, whose goal is to car-
ry out attacks against Israelis and IDF 
forces,” according to the joint state-
ment. HW
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We invest 
in your peace  

of mind.

LEGACY
WEALTH
management

Right by you.

LegacyWealth.com

901 .758.9006

Rooted in  
LEGACY.

Leading the  
FUTURE.

At Harkavy McDaniel Kaplan & Salomon P.C., we take 
immense pride in cultivating robust relationships 

with esteemed business, civic, and professional 
leaders, complemented by the unwavering 

commitment of our attorneys to serve our diverse 
clientele with excellence.

harkavymcdaniel.com
901-761-1263

6060 Poplar Ave, Suite 140  •  Memphis, TN 38119

 ■ Get FREE advice from a local independent specialist

 ■ Learn the difference in a supplement and an advantage plan

 ■ EVERYONE should have an annual review of their health coverage

   As always . . . 
Your long term care, life and annuity specialist

STOP 
all of the MEDICARE

calls

MEDICARE SPECIALIST
STEVE BAER

901 .237.4207
stevenfbaer@gmai l .com

ANNUAL OPEN ENROLLMENT

1BR | 2BR | Penthouses
Utilities Included
See our floorplans
@ embassyaptsmemphis.com

505 South Perkins Rd. 
In the Heart of East Memphis

THE EMBASSY APARTMENTS
A  D A T T E L  R E A L T Y  P R O P E R T Y 

“Luxury and Location”

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
901-685-8020

Pediatric Dentistry
Michael Blen DDS -- Lydia Watson DDS

6363 Poplar Ave, Suite 110  --  Memphis, TN 38119
901-415-2536  --  www.drblen.com

Preparing for Life’s Final Journey
with Compassion and Care

3085 Fountainside Dr. Suite 210
Germantown, TN 38138

901-560-3600
www.hospiceofhopetn.com

Hope
Hospice & Palliative CareHospice & Palliative Care
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M EM P H I S

Licensed nurse on-site 24/7  |  Dedicated Alzheimer’s care  |  Circle of Friends® 
award-winning memory care  |  Physical therapy, rehabilitation and fitness  

Nationally recognized, highly trained staff

©2025 Belmont Village, L.P. |  ACLF 102

Choosing the right senior living community is one of 

the most important decisions you’ll make. Care and 

safety come first, but lifestyle and independence are 

important too. At Belmont Village, you’ll find it all. An 

experienced staff, 24/7 licensed nurses, award-winning 

enrichment and memory programs in a luxurious and 

attentive environment. And unlike most, we build, own, 

and operate all of our communities. So residents can 

count on the continuity of those high standards, never 

compromising on the things that matter.

BelmontVillage.com/Memphis 
901-589-5223

LIVE LIFE WITHOUT 
COMPROMISE

Join us for a great day of compe33on, camaraderie, kosher food and fun at the 
34th Annual ASBEE World Kosher BBQ Contest & Fes3val! 

Sunday, October 26, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.  
at Baron Hirsch Congrega3on, 400 S. Yates Road, Memphis, Tennessee 

• 30+ teams compe-ng for top honors in beef ribs, brisket, chicken wings and beans,  
as well as team name and booth 

• Local celebrity judges 
• ASBEE Grizzlies 3-on-3 Basketball Tournament, with free-throw and three-point contests  
• Pickle ea-ng contest and cornhole games 
• Face pain-ng, peHng zoo, bounce house and more in the Kiddie Corral 
• Delicious kosher BBQ sandwiches, hamburgers and other items for sale at the Cowsher Café 

FREE admission (fees applicable for certain ac0vi0es) 

Thank you to our generous sponsors: 
 

 

 
 

Highland Capital ● Josh and Elana Kahane ● River City Pediatrics ● Cindi and Joe Weinstein 
 

Allied | Cons Family (Montreal, Canada) ● BankTennessee ● Rick Baer Realty ●  
Bluff City Fence | Mister Tree ● Bluff City Injury ● Campbell Law Firm ● Marc A. Cohen, DDS ●  

DoubleTree Hotel Memphis | Cooper Hotels ● The Hebrew Watchman | Jewish Scene Magazine ● 
i-Bank ● Insight Risk Management ● Lubin Enterprises ● Lubin Property Management ● 

Makowsky Ringel Greenberg LLC ● Mendelson Law Firm ● The Mogy Law Firm ● New Park Monuments ● 
One Memphis Place ● OrthoSouth ● Ortman Chiroprac-c ● Joe and Jennifer Roberts ● Running Pony ● 

Southern Vault ● The Wagerman/Katzman Law Firm ● West Cancer Center 
 

Ark Roofing ● Joel Banes ● Bap2st Medical Group - West Massey Pharmacy ● Belz Enterprises ● Cadence Bank ● Delta Foremost Chemical Corp. ●  
Dinstuhl’s Fine Candies | Judy and Larry Moss ● Jan and Andy Groveman ● Law Offices of Brandon Hall ● Inquisitor, Inc. ● Chef Avi Katz ●  

Paul Katz, MD ● Hershel and Elyse Krupp ● Lansky Law Firm ● Richard and Aviva Lewis ● Malco Theatres ● Malcolm D. Myers, CPA ●  
Raymond James & Associates | Lawson Arney ● RBG CPAs ● Sexton & Weiskopf Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery ● Law Offices of Jack Sherman ●  

Law Office of O. Douglas Shipman, PC | Mid South Title Services, LLC ● The Whitlock Firm ● Dena and Gary Wruble ● Carol and Stuart Zalowitz 
 
 

For event details, visit baronhirsch.org/asbeekosherbbq or contact asbeebbq@baronhirsch.org / 901-683-7485. 
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Active Funds vs. Passive Funds. Which is Better?
Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director - Investments, Wells Fargo Advisors
Questions for Mike? You can reach him at 901.761.8151 or Michael.Stein@WellsFargoAdvisors.com • fa.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael-stein

Investment and Insurance Products are:
• Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Federal Government Agency
• Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of, or Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any Bank 
Affiliate
• Subject to Investment Risks, Including Possible Loss of the Principal Amount In-
vested HW

Honored to be recognized

Mike Stein

2025 Wells Fargo 
Advisors Platinum 
Council

Committed to helping build and preserve wealth for clients

Mike Stein
Managing Director – Investments
6075 Poplar Ave, Memphis, TN 38119
Direct: (901) 761-8151  
michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com
ttps://home.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael.stein
  

The Platinum Council distinction is held by a select group of Financial Advisors within Wells Fargo 
Advisors as measured by business production from the previous year and professionalism.

   •  NOT FDIC Insured  •  NO Bank Guarantee  •  MAY Lose Value
Investment and Insurance Products: Scan to view 

award disclosures

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member 
SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. 
© 2025 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. PM-10022026-7814657.1.1

Are active funds better than passive 
funds or vice versa? The debate rages 
on. To help determine which may be 
better for your portfolio, it helps to un-
derstand how they differ.

Active investing involves the skills 
of an investment manager who seeks 
to generate greater returns than a mar-
ket benchmark or index and may pursue 
other goals, such as reducing risk and 
enhancing income. Active investing 
includes substantial research and, pos-
sibly, a fair amount of trading, and the 
manager generally passes these expens-
es on to the investor.

A passive manager’s investment strat-
egy, on the other hand, is designed to 
track the performance of an index, an 
asset class, or market segment (bench-
mark) and achieve returns that closely 
correspond to the returns of that bench-
mark. The goal of this type of investing 
might be, for example, to track the per-
formance of the S&P 500 Index, which 
means owning a basket of stocks that 
mirrors the index’s composition. Once 
the basket’s contents are determined, 
the manager generally steps back and 
lets market forces do what they will.

With this type of investing, the man-
ager will not sell securities to try to take 
advantage of changing market condi-
tions and may have less flexibility to re-
act to price declines in the securities but 
will continue to hold the same securities 
as the benchmark it is designed to track. 

The expenses for a passively managed 
fund, such as many exchange-traded 
funds (ETFs), are usually low, making it 
comparatively inexpensive for investors 

looking for one reason or another and 
show promise for a comeback, but there 
is no guarantee the overall market will 
recognize such value.

Some funds look to generate income 
by investing in companies that pay divi-
dends. Investors can receive that income 
as cash or reinvest it in additional fund 
shares. However, keep in mind that rein-
vested income generally is taxable in the 
year it’s paid unless it’s held in a tax-ad-
vantaged account, such as an IRA.

Remember to diversify
The debate over active vs. passive is 

somewhat pointless because you don’t 
have to choose between the two. In ad-
dition to spreading your money across a 
variety of different asset classes (stocks, 
bonds, and cash), market capitalizations 
(large, medium, and small), and invest-
ing styles (growth and value), you can 
also diversify by including both passive 
and active investments in your portfo-
lio. For help with building a portfolio 
designed to help you reach your goals, 
consider turning to a professional finan-
cial advisor.

Mutual funds and exchange-traded funds 
are subject to risks of the underlying invest-
ments in the fund. Investment returns may 
fluctuate and are subject to market volatility, 
so that an investor’s shares, when redeemed 

Active vs. passive snapshot

or sold, may be worth more or less than their 
original cost.

Asset allocation and diversification are in-
vestment methods used to help manage risk. 
They do not guarantee investment returns or 
eliminate risk of loss including in a declining 
market.

All investing involves some degree of risk, 
whether it is associated with market volatil-
ity, purchasing power or a specific security. 
There is no assurance any investment strate-
gy will be successful.

Wells Fargo & Company and its affili-
ates do not provide tax or legal advice. This 
communication cannot be relied upon to 
avoid tax penalties. Please consult your tax 
and legal advisors to determine how this in-
formation may apply to your own situation. 
Whether any planned tax result is realized by 
you depends on the specific facts of your own 
situation at the time your tax return is filed.

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used 
by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, 
Member SIPC, a registered broker-deal-
er and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & 
Company.

This advertisement was written by Wells 
Fargo Advisors Financial Network and pro-
vided to you by Mike Stein, Managing Di-
rector – Investments.

Investment products and services are of-
fered through Wells Fargo Advisors Finan-
cial Network, LLC, Member SIPC, a regis-
tered broker-dealer and a separate non-bank 
affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. 

©2022 – 2024 Wells Fargo Advisors Fi-
nancial Network, LLC.

to own. It is important to note that al-
though these funds trade relatively infre-
quently, keeping administrative expens-
es relatively low, this means the fund’s 
performance probably will not match the 
benchmark’s performance exactly.

Investors may find these low expenses 
attractive, but actively managed funds 
could have an advantage during peri-
ods of market volatility. While a passive 
manager’s hands are essentially tied 
during these times, an active manager is 
able to make adjustments to the portfolio 
in an attempt to improve its performance. 
Although there’s no guarantee these ef-
forts will prove successful, the active 
manager – unlike the passive manager – 
at least has room to maneuver. 

Wide range of alternatives
Because there are literally thousands 

of funds on the market, deciding on ac-
tive investing opens the door to a broad 
range of additional choices.

There are funds concentrated on a 
specific level of capitalization, or cap 
– a term used to describe a company’s 
size. It’s determined simply by multi-
plying a company’s stock price by the 
number of shares in the market. In ad-
dition to large-cap, such as those in the 
S&P 500, there are also mid-cap and 
small-cap companies.

In addition, there are funds focused 
on different investing styles. Growth 
funds invest in companies that appear 
poised to grow faster than their market 
sector or the market in general, although 
growth may not be realized. Value 
funds, on the other hand, look for com-
panies that investors appear to be over-

GAVIN KAM
Principal Broker
6000 Poplar Avenue Suite 250
Memphis, TN 38119
972.375.3437 • mobile gavin@nnnretailadvisors.com

www.nnnretailadvisors.comTN Broker ID: 371461
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HebrewWatchman.com • info@HebrewWatchman.com

SILVER

Managed by Jewish Community Partners

Shirley Roberts & Family
The Kwatnez Family The Faber Family The Mirvis Family

Thank You to our Generous Sponsors for Keeping Memphis Jewish Journalism Alive!

GOLD
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Libby & Maurice Buring Peggy & L.R. Jalenak, Jr. & Family
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Memphis 
JewishJewish
Community 
Center

FRIENDS

Wendy & Avron 
Fogelman

Alvin Notowich & Carol Lipman Rachel & Stephen Shankman

Memphis Jewish Home & Rehab

Ken Glazer Ginger Gruber
Rachel & Anthony MorrisonRae Jean Lichterman

Patti & Stanley Elster

Jill & Ken SteinbergLinda Ellen & Ronald SklarLynda & Stephen Shiffman
Sally WenderKeri & Daniel Unowsky

Barbara & Dr. Phil LiebermanCanale Funeral Directors Gloria & Eddie Felsenthal

Julie Kosten
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ISRAEL INSIGHTS ~ A Momentous Day
By Howard Weisband

I am writing on a momentous day, 
Erev Simchat Torah 5786, 2025, two 
years following that tragic day on Sim-
chat Torah 5784, 2023, as all of our 
living hostages have returned Home, 
as President Trump and Prime Minister 
Netanyahu met together with the hos-
tage families in Jerusalem, and as the 
President addresses the Knesset.

Israel is celebrating.
My last column asked the question re-

garding President Trunp’s 20 point plan, 
blueprint or pipe dream. The answer is 
being clarified in real time. We may be 
witnessing a blueprint for peace in the 
Middle East… security and peace!

We thought and hoped, even prayed, in 
1993 that the Oslo Accords would bring 
peace. But it brought neither security nor 
peace. The problem then was that those 
accords were between only Israel and the 
PLO. It failed. The latter as an organiza-
tion nor its then leader was a peacemaker.

As important a day today is, as mo-
mentous as it is, it hopefully will be 
overshadowed later today and tomorrow 
when President Trump travels to Egypt, 
to Sharm El Sheikh on the Red Sea, at 
the bottom of the Sinai Peninsula.

There the President has convened and 
will meet with a large group of Arab 
and Muslim leaders in the Middle East 
and beyond, and European leadership. 
Actually, the President appears to have 
made a wise decision to work directly 
with the President of Egypt, the largest 
Arab country, and alongside Jordan as 
the only two Arab countries who main-
tain peace treaties with Israel. It was 
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Si-
si who issued the invitation to some 20 
countries, those from the Middle East 
and Europe.

Seth Frantzman in the Jerusalem Post 
on October 8 quoted Al-Arabiya (Arab 
media) that Sisi said “Negotiations are 
currently underway in Sharm el-Sheikh 

to end the war, and our hearts are with 
these negotiations. I note with great ap-
preciation and respect President Trump’s 
genuine desire to end the war during the 
current round of negotiations.” He add-
ed, “The news I’ve received from the 
Sharm el-Sheikh meetings is encourag-
ing, and we hope to seize the opportu-
nity and ensure that the war ends in the 
current round of negotiations.”

It appears, hopefully, that the Abra-
ham Accords (maybe now to be called 
the Avraham Accords) will be expand-
ing, in fact blossoming into an entity 
that will far exceed both the expec-
tations and the reality of the Oslo Ac-
cords. Just as Hamas was convinced by 
Israel’s military achievements and an 
Arab and Middle East coalition that in-
fluenced Hamas to release all hostages, 
living and deceased (something few of 
us, myself included, did not think would 
happen peacefully), they may now be 
convinced to disarm and refrain from 

governance in the Gaza Strip.
Gaza then can be rebuilt, the PA can 

be radically reformed, or a new govern-
ing entity created among the Palestin-
ians in order to lead Palestinian society 
in peace for the betterment of its people 
and society, who then will be able to live 
side by side in peace with Israel.

May Simchat Torah 5786, 2025, bring 
true simcha, joy, security and peace, to 
Israel and Am Yisrael, the Jewish Peo-
ple, and all good peoples throughout the 
Middle East and the world.

Howard Weisband served as Assistant 
Executive Director (1975-77) and 
Executive Director (1977-84) of the 
Memphis Jewish Federation. Following 
Aliyah with his family in 1986, he 
served as Secretary General of the 
Jewish Agency for Israel through 1997, 
and then in other senior professional 
positions in Israel. Now retired, he and 
Kayla live in Jerusalem. He can be 
reached at hweisband@gmail.com HW

OBITUARIES
Joel Allen Reisman

Joyce Spivak Lansky

Joyce Spivak Lansky, 97, passed 
away peacefully at her home surround-
ed by her family on October 11, 2025. 
She was a devoted wife, mother, grand-
mother and great-grandmother whose 
love, strength and grace kept her family 
closely connected through the years.

Born on September 6, 1928, in Phila-
delphia, Pa., Joyce later moved to Lou-
isville, Ky., where she spent her child-
hood with her parents, Lillian and Max 
Spivak, her brother, Albert, and her sis-
ter, Minerva, all of blessed memory.

Joyce devoted much of her life to 
working alongside her husband, Ber-
nard, during the early years of Lan-
sky Bros., helping to grow the family 
business that became a Memphis land-
mark. She was meticulous and orga-
nized, managing both family finances 
and business accounts with grace and 

precision. In the 1980s, she shared her 
creativity through her stationery shop, 
Le Papier Boutique, where she de-
signed elegant custom invitations and 
stationery.

An active and respected member of the 
Memphis community, Joyce served as 
past president of the B’nai B’rith Wom-
en’s Organization, served on the board of 
directors of the Better Business Bureau, 
and proudly served as a Notary Public.

Above all, Joyce’s greatest joy was 
her family. She was the beloved matri-
arch who kept everyone together, en-
suring that family traditions, gatherings 
and celebrations continued with love 
and care. Joyce was happily married 
to Bernard (of blessed memory) for 64 
years. She is survived by her son, Hal 
Lansky (Geri); daughter Anise Belz 
(Ron); five granddaughters, Lia Lansky, 
Julie Lansky (Tobey Hubbard), Melisa 
Lansky Weisman (Steve), Rachel Belz 
and Rebecca Belz (Sam Fargotstein); 
and six great-grandchildren, Ethan Pul-
ver, Max and Dahlia Weisman, Harper 
Lansky Hubbard and Brianna and Gem-
ma Belz Fargotstein.

Joyce’s legacy lives on in the family 
she cherished and the community she 
helped shape. She will be remembered 
for her warmth, elegance, devotion and 
the enduring love she shared with all 
who knew her.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that 
memorial contributions be directed to 
the Memphis Jewish Home & Rehab or 
the charity of your choice. 36 Bazeberry 
Rd, Cordova, TN, 38018 www.
memphisjewishhome.org HW

Joel Allen Reisman, age 84, passed 
away peacefully on October 1, 2025.

Born in St. Louis on June 24, 1941, 
Joel moved with his parents to Hughes, 
Ark., at the age of two, soon to enjoy a 
country boyhood spent riding bikes and 
enjoying small-town freedom. His fam-
ily (which grew in time to include broth-
ers Charlie, Wayne and Robb) moved to 
Memphis when he was 12. Joel quick-
ly adjusted to life in the city, joining 
Temple Israel and AZA fraternity, and 
making life-long friends. He graduated 
from Central High School in 1959, then 
was off to the University of Tennessee 
Knoxville. His sights already set on 
becoming a psychiatrist, he returned to 
Memphis and graduated from UT Med-
ical School in 1964.

Joel proudly served in the U.S. Navy 
from 1965 to 1974, including a tour as 
medical officer for a destroyer division 
during the Vietnam conflict. He com-
pleted a residency in psychiatry at Uni-
versity of Oregon Medical School. After 
his training, Joel once again returned to 
Memphis, this time to stay.

In addition to establishing a busy pri-
vate practice, he served as the first medi-
cal director at Lakeside Hospital, helped 
create an innovative mental health cri-
sis stabilization unit for Memphis and 
Shelby County, and led a hospital-based 
eating disorders unit. Joel later became 
a well-respected forensic psychiatrist, 
testifying in many federal and state cases 
in the Mid-South for over 30 years. Joel 
was honored to be a Fellow of the Ameri-
can Academy of Psychiatry and the Law.

Deeply committed to educating sub-
sequent generations of psychiatrists, 

he served as a volunteer Assistant Pro-
fessor in the Department of Psychiatry, 
UTCHS. And Joel loved volunteering 
at the Church Health Center, seeing 
patients and overseeing other mental 
health professionals, which he did for 
over a decade.

Beyond his professional achieve-
ments, Joel was an avid tennis player 
and a lifelong lover of travel and his-
tory. He took up adult soccer at 40 and 
somehow survived that without major 
injury. He also played a mean game of 
spoons. Even as his health declined, Joel 
enjoyed going to the movies and sitting 
at Shelby Farms looking out at the lake, 
reading. Known for his dry wit, a favor-
ite anecdote concerned the day he and 
Anne selected plots at Elmwood Cem-
etery. Upon being told the plots were 
reasonably priced but rather near the 
railroad tracks, Joel responded “I don’t 
think the noise is going to bother me.”

Joel is survived by his loving wife, 
Anne Mathes; his children, Mark Lan 
Reisman (Sherry), Nicole Joell Reisman 
and Charles Rashad Reisman (Angel); 
three grandsons, his brother, Robb Reis-
man (Jan); his cousin, Laurel Reisman, 
numerous other cousins, nieces and 
nephews, and lifelong friend Gordon 
Gruen. He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Francis Land and Mervin Reis-
man, his brothers, Wayne and Charlie, 
and by his former wife and mother to 
Mark and Nicole, Cecile Weiss Reisman.

A private burial was held at Elmwood 
Cemetery on October 4, 2025.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests 
donations in Joel’s memory to the 
Church Health Center or the Memphis 
& Shelby County Humane Society. HW

Who Will Seth Rogen and Kate Berlant Play in ‘Nobody Wants 
This’ Season Two?

Credit: (L) John Shearer/WireImage; Credit: (R) Gareth Cattermole/Getty Images for IMDb

This originally appeared in HeyAlma, 
reprinted with permission.

New “Nobody Wants This” season 
two guest stars just dropped!

Variety reported that Jewish actors 
Seth Rogen and Kate Berlant will ap-
pear in episodes of “Nobody Wants 
This” in season two. Rogen and Berlant 
join Leighton Meester, Arian Moayed, 
Alex Karpovsky and Miles Fowler as 
guest stars this season. More Jews act-
ing in “Nobody Wants This”? Baruch 
Hashem!

As of yet, it’s unclear what roles “The 
Studio” Emmy winner and “A League 
of Their Own” actress will play in the 
Hot Rabbi Netflix show. At the Prime-

time Emmy Awards however, Variety’s 
Marc Malkin happened to interview 
Seth Rogen and Adam Brody together. 
He asked Rogen if he would ever play a 
rabbi on “Nobody Wants This.”

“Maybe,” Rogen laughed. “Not to say 
I’m typecast, but if the shoe fits.” HW

By Evelyn Frick The Jewish actors join 
Leighton Meester, Arian 
Moayed, Alex Karpovsky 
and Miles Fowler as 
guest stars in the Netflix 
show.
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2015: The Jewish Foundation of Memphis created an endowment 
for teenage grantmaking. Through the formation of a teen council, 
comprised of B’nai Tzedek members, the teens review grant proposals 
from local Jewish organizations and award between $10,000-$15,000 
annually. Pictured is the 2025 teen grant council at their annual award 
event. Since its founding, the teen council has granted more than 
$100,000.

In honor of the 30-year anniversary of the Jewish 
Foundation of Memphis, we are showcasing the 

Foundation’s history and impact through a content 
series across multiple platforms, including a photo series 
highlighting key moments in the Foundation’s history.

In Captivity, Freed Hostage was Offered Food to Convert to Islam

Rom Braslavski, 21, in a video released by terrorists holding him in the 
Gaza Strip, August 2025. Credit: Courtesy.

By Maytal Yasur Beit-Or
(JNS) – Rom Braslavski, one of the 

20 hostages freed by Hamas last Mon-
day as part of a U.S.-brokered ceasefire, 
was held alone for two years, and was 
offered better treatment if he agreed to 
convert to Islam.

His testimony was shared with the 
media via his mother, Tami Braslavski, 
at Ramat Gan’s Sheba Hospital, where 
he is being treated.

During some of those two years, his 
only company was the bodies of mur-
dered hostages, she said. She added that 
upon his return to Israel, he had reported 
the location of the bodies to Brig. Gen. 
(res.) Gal Hirsch, Israel’s National Coor-
dinator for the Hostages and the Missing.

Tami revealed that her son had not 
been held in tunnels and suffers from 
blood sugar fluctuations due to being 
force-fed shortly before his release.

During the first four weeks of his cap-
tivity, Rom was held in a “bad place,” 
she said. “He freed himself from hand-
cuffs and set clothes alight, causing 
a fire. Smoke came pouring out of the 
room. A Gazan mob began pounding on 
the windows and the door,” she added.

“Rom became hysterical. ‘What do 
I do now – if they discover I’m here, 
I’ll die in a lynching,’ he thought. What 

went through his head was the Ramallah 
lynching of Israeli soldiers,” she said, 
referring to the brutal murder of two 
Israeli reservists by a mob in the Pales-
tinian city on Oct. 12, 2000, during the 
Second Intifada.

“He hid under a blanket. Eventually, 
a mob of some 40 people broke in, and 
they saw the handcuffs. They then un-
derstood that a prisoner was being held 
captive there.”

“Rom recited the Shema Yisrael 
prayer to God and told him, ‘I can’t end 
like this, you didn’t take me out of there 
to end in a lynching. I’m not going like 
this.’ Then he heard keys at the door. His 
abductor suddenly returned. He got rid 
of the mob and moved Rom to a slightly 
better place,” she said.

“I’m Jewish, I’m Jewish!”
His captors abused him psychologi-

cally, telling him that Iran had bombed 
Israel, that his parents weren’t at the 
protests at Hostage Square, she said.

His abductor would come once a day, 
at noon, to bring him food and take him 
to the bathroom.

“Now on his return, he keeps saying, 
‘I’m Jewish. I’m a strong Jew,’” she 
added.

“It was so important to him to main-

tain his Jewish identity because they 
asked him to convert to Islam and 
tempted him, saying, ‘If you fast during 
Ramadan, we’ll give you food and soap. 
Rom didn’t break. We brought tefillin to 
the hospital and he put them on.”

“Everyone talks to him and wants 
to make him happy, and I asked him, 
‘Rom, what do you need?’ and he tells 
me, ‘Mom, I don’t need anything, why 
would they do this for me?’

“He doesn’t understand how much of 
a hero he is and how much people want 

to give to him. He only wants to stand at 
the window and look at the sky. The air 
does him good.”

She also said that between April and 
July, when two videos of him were 
distributed to the media, his captors 
stepped up the abuse.

“They would come in several times a 
day and beat him. But he absorbed it. He 
told me, ‘Mom, I knew it would pass. I 
said to myself that it’s only a period, and 
it will pass, it will end, it will end’ – and 
that’s how he got through it.” HW
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