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Bolstering Security in an Era of Escalating Antisemitism
Will Be a Focus of Upcoming Annual Meeting

At the upcoming Annual Meeting,
Michael Masters, National
Director and CEO of the Secure
Community Network (SCN),

will discuss securing Jewish
communities in a time of rising
hate.

By Laura Linder, President &
CEO of Jewish Community
Partners

In the wake of the horrifying mur-
ders of two Israeli Embassy employees
at a Washington D.C. Jewish event last
month, security is undeniably at the
forefront of every Jewish American’s
mind. Our collective sense of vulnera-
bility has amplified the urgent need for

Montana Tucker Film on Oct.

robust protective measures within Jew-
ish communities nationwide.

In Memphis, a long-standing partner-
ship between the Memphis Jewish Fed-
eration (MJF) and the Secure Commu-
nity Network (SCN) has been diligently
working to address this critical concern
since 2018, establishing a comprehen-
sive security initiative that serves as a
model for communities across the coun-
try. The effort is spearheaded by local
law enforcement, bringing invaluable
expertise and a deep understanding of
local safety needs to the initiative. The
partnership with SCN will be a focus of
the upcoming joint Annual Meeting of
Jewish Community Partners (JCP), the
Jewish Foundation of Memphis, and the
Memphis Jewish Federation (MJF) on
June 11 at 5:45 p.m. at the MJCC Belz
Social Hall, which all members of the
community are invited to attend.

The ongoing commitment to safety
will be a central theme at the Annual
Meeting. The event will feature remarks
from Michael Masters, the National Di-
rector and CEO of the Secure Commu-
nity Network (SCN), who will address
the pressing topic of securing Jewish
communities in an era of escalating
hate. His insights will undoubtedly un-
derscore the importance of continued

Stream Globally

Amit Cohen and Montana Tucker in “The Children of October 7” (2025).

Credit: Orit Pnini/Courtesy.

By JNS Staff

JNS) — Paramount+ and MTV Docu-
mentary Films told JNS exclusively last
Tuesday that they plan to expand access
to Montana Tucker’s documentary “The
Children of October 7” on a global ba-
sis starting on June 2, the first day of
Shavuot.

The 36-minute film will be available
in all of the areas where Paramount+ is
accessible: Australia, Austria, Brazil,
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan,
Latin America, Switzerland and the
United Kingdom.

“In this documentary, Montana

vigilance and collaboration.

Amanda Braswell, SCN Regional Se-
curity Advisory, emphasizes the crucial
nature of this partnership. “It is abso-
lutely critical to take security seriously,
now more than ever,” Braswell stated,
reflecting on the heightened awareness
within the community. “Over the past
several years, our Federation and SCN
have worked hand-in-hand to prepare
for any eventuality. While we fervently
hope we will never need to fully deploy
our security protocols, the power lies in
our preparation. If something unthink-
able were to happen, we have chosen
preparedness, and we have strong re-
sponse protocols firmly in place. This
proactive approach is not just important;
it can, quite literally, save lives.”

Braswell continued, “The collabora-
tion between the Memphis Jewish Fed-
eration, SCN, Homeland Security and
our local law enforcement partners like
the Memphis Police Department is in-
valuable. SCN works alongside the Fed-
eration to ensure we build the shield of
safety and security that the Jewish com-
munity both deserves and depends on.
This joint effort exemplifies the strength
and resilience of our community in the
face of adversity, ensuring that Mem-
phis remains a safe and secure home for

Tucker shined a light on the stories of
devastation children experienced on
Oct. 7 and how their lives are forever
changed,” Shari Redstone, the chair of
Paramount Global, told JNS.

“With the strong viewership in the
United States, we are glad to meet the
demand from audiences around the
world for access to these unfiltered and
unforgettable stories of the impact of
that day,” Redstone said.

Eytan Schwartz, the film’s Israeli pro-
ducer, previously told JNS that “all my
life, we grew up with the stories of Ho-
locaust survivors on Holocaust Remem-
brance Day.”

“Here we were at this moment, where
we needed to capture the moment of the
children when they’re still children,” he
told JNS.

Israeli children were among the “most
vulnerable victims of the Hamas at-
tacks” on Oct. 7, Paramount+ and MTV
Documentary Films stated.

“Of the estimated 1,200 Israelis mur-
dered, 37 were children. Of those who
survived, over 100 children lost one par-
ent, over 20 lost both parents and more
than 35 were kidnapped to Gaza,” the
two stated. “Hundreds of children were

all its Jewish residents.”

The ongoing partnership between the
Memphis Jewish Federation and the
Secure Community Network stands as
a testament to the power of proactive
security measures and collaborative
efforts in safeguarding communities.
In a time when the threat of hate and
violence looms large, Memphis’s com-
mitment to building a robust and re-
silient security infrastructure offers a
vital layer of protection for its Jewish
residents.

Learn more about local efforts to
keep Jewish Memphis secure and safe
by attending the June 11 Annual Meet-
ing. The event will also honor outgoing
Board Chairs Marty Kelman of Jewish
Community Partners and Scott Noto-
wich of the Memphis Jewish Federa-
tion for their exceptional service and
will welcome incoming Chairs Charles
Jalenak for JCP and Jimmy Ringel for
MIJF, as they step into their new roles.
A special highlight of the evening will
be the celebration of Sheri Gadberry,
Executive Vice President of the Jewish
Foundation of Memphis, for 25 years
of service and profound commitment to
the Foundation.

Register at: jcpmemphis.org/annual-
meeting HW

/ Kids to Be Available to

injured, and thousands were displaced
from their homes.”

Tucker stated that the documentary
“is one of the most important projects
I’ve ever been part of.”

“As the granddaughter of Holocaust
survivors, hearing these children share
the horrors they endured — losing their
families, their homes and their inno-
cence in a single morning — felt haunt-
ingly familiar,” she stated.

“I'm grateful they trusted me with
their stories and that they have this plat-
form to share their truth,” she added.
“Thanks to Paramount+ and MTYV, the
world will bear witness.”

The Anti-Defamation League stat-
ed that “hearing the firsthand accounts
from children who survived the Oct. 7
massacre is incredibly moving” and that
it is “in awe of the strength and resil-
ience shown through their conversations
with Montana Tucker in ‘The Children
of October 7.”” The UJA-Federation of
NY stated of the film that it gives “new
meaning to our promise to never forget.”

Paramount+ also hosts the 90-min-
ute 2024 documentary “We Will Dance
Again” about the Nova music festival
on Oct. 7. HW
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Six Headstones of German
WWI Soldiers Changes from
Crosses to Stars of David in

French Cemeteries

Six headstones for German Jewish World War | soldiers were changed
in French cemeteries from Latin crosses to Stars of David due to the
efforts of Operation Benjamin in May 2025. Credit: Anibas Photography/

Operation Benjamin.

By JNS Staff

(JNS) — As the daughter of Holocaust
survivors, Liz Steinlauf couldn’t bring
herself to walk through a German mili-
tary cemetery when the body of the Jew-
ish soldier Nathan Baskind (1916-1944)
was first discovered in a German mass
grave.

But when Steinlauf, a board mem-
ber at the nonprofit Operation Benja-
min, which lobbies to have mismarked
graves identified as having Jewish re-
mains, saw the degree to which the Ger-
man government honored Baskind, she
was moved deeply.

“It was a natural progression to be
involved in Operation Levi,” she told
INS, of the joint program between Op-
eration Benjamin and the German War
Graves Commission. “It was their idea.”

In typical Operation Benjamin cere-
monies, Shalom Lamm, the nonprofit’s
chief historian, thanks late soldiers for
their service to the United States, and
Rabbi Jacob J. Schacter, the nonprofit’s
president, says, “On behalf of the Jew-
ish people, we welcome you home,””
Steinlauf told JNS.

Seeing Dirk Backen, the secretary
general of the German War Graves Com-
mission, do the same and thank Meier
Levi and other soldiers whose markers
were changed on behalf of the German
government, “was amazing,” Steinlauf
said. “And then to have JJ welcome

Brian Lurie

Broker,Vice-President
GRI, RENE, MMDC, CRS

Cell:901.315.2298
Office: 901.260.4780

Blurie2003@gmail.com
BestRealEstateAgentinMemphis.com
www.BluffCityBuilders.com

CRYE-LEIKE,

REALTORS®

them back to our people. If you had told
me two years ago that I would feel this
way, I wouldn’t have believed you.”

In recent weeks, Operation Levi
changed the headstones of six Ger-
man-Jewish World War I soldiers from
Latin crosses to Stars of David at cem-
eteries in France: Meier Levi, Julius
Lowenstein, Moses Cohen, Eduard Mo-
ses, Friedrich Rahmer and Siegmund
Metzler.

Four relatives of Levi’s, one of
Rahmer’s and 10 of Metzler’s were
present for the ceremonies, per Opera-
tion Benjamin.

“The German World War I cemeter-
ies are a testament to shattered hopes,
of yearning to belong but forever being
an outsider, of depending on the accep-
tance of society, and not realizing the
futility of it all,” Lamm told JNS.

“Those who died on the field of bat-
tle genuinely thought that their sacri-
fices would not only secure Germany’s
future but would ensure the gratitude
of the host nation. It did not,” he said.
“Perhaps now, 100-plus years later, the
recognition of their sacrifice as Jews is
some small consolation.”

Lamm praised the German govern-
ment and German War Graves Commis-
sion for “acknowledging this responsi-
bility and taking steps to make things
historically correct.
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XiX Memphis Candlelighting Time

Erev Shabbat, Fri. June 6, 2025 /10 Sivan, 5785...........ccceeerermnrerenns 7:54 p.m.
Havdalah, Sat. June 7, 2025/ 11 Sivan, 5785 .........ccconmrerernseseresnns 8:57 p.m.

Weekly Torah Portion: Naso

“They have demonstrated a genuine
and heartfelt desire to acknowledge the
pain and sacrifice of these men,” he told
JNS. “It’s never too late to tell the truth
on a headstone.”

He added that it was “an extraordi-
narily emotional experience for these
families to connect with their pasts and
see a small, but important, measure of

justice done.” HW
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Maggie Gyllenhaal’s
Daughter Ramona
Sarsgaard
Reportedly Arrested
at Columbia Library

Protest

By Grace Gilson

(JTA) May 21, 2025 — Ramona Sars-
gaard, daughter of Jewish actress Mag-
gie Gyllenhaal and Peter Sarsgaard,
was reportedly one of the more than 70
pro-Palestinian protesters arrested at
Columbia University last month.

During the protest, demonstrators
occupied the school’s main library for
several hours, with some vandalizing
it, until Columbia’s acting president,
Claire Shipman, authorized the NYPD
to come in and conduct a mass arrest.

Sarsgaard, who is a freshman at Co-
lumbia, was given a ticket for criminal
trespassing during the library occupa-
tion, according to the New York Post.
The university has since suspended
more than 65 students involved in the
protest. It is unknown whether Sars-
gaard was included among those sus-
pended.

The library protest was organized by
Columbia University Apartheid Divest,
the school’s main pro-Palestinian coali-
tion. HW
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The MJCC Larisa and Ben Baer
Senior Adult Club Happenings

Lunch is Monday—Friday at 11:30 a.m. All programs start at 12:15 p.m.

Monthly Luncheon is at noon.

Monday, June 9

Rabbi Talk with Rabbi Ian Lichter,
Senior Rabbi of Baron Hirsch Con-
gregation

Topic: The Radical Parshiyot Test-
ing Moshe’s Leadership

Rabbi Lichter talks are always thought
provoking and filled with humor regard-
less of the topic. You can join us for the
lunch preceding the talk, or just come
for the talk. Reservations are not needed
if you only want to hear this interesting
topic.

Wednesday, June 11

Rabbi Talk with Rabbi Joel Finkel-
stein

Topic: The Jewish Mandate to
Learn

Rabbi Finkelstein always has an in-
teresting perspective on his talks. He
always opens the floor for a discussion
as well as a question and answer period.
As always, reservations are not needed
for the talk. They are needed for the pre-
ceding lunch.

Monday, June 16

Special program! Magician Jef-
frey Day will bring his Terrific Magic
Show to the Senior Lunchroom. This is
the second time we have had Mr. Day
bring his trunk and magical skills to the
Senior programs. Jeffrey Day uses both

Vintage and New Magical Illusions as
well as explanations of the way it was
done in the “Golden Age of Magic”
(1837-1901). This is both a fun and
mesmerizing look into the past. Please
join us for a good lunch and a very, very
fun afternoon. Reservations are neces-
sary as the room fills up quickly. Please
call the front desk at 901-761-0810.

Wednesday June 18

Speaker: Kevin Payne, with Huma-
na

Topic: Tech for Seniors

We constantly hear in the banter
around the room about how confus-
ing some of the new tech options are.
Mr. Payne will give some insights into
things one can do to improve their life
with technical solutions. There will be
a question-and-answer period following
the discussion. Handouts will be includ-
ed.

Please join us Monday through Friday
for a delicious kosher lunch from the
kitchens at Memphis Jewish Home &
Rehab. The cost is only $2 for seniors.
Reservations are required the day before
by 1 p.m. by contacting Steve Kaplan,
Adult Services Coordinator, at 901-
259-9220 or stevekaplan@jccmemphis.
org or by calling the front desk at 901-
761-0810. Steve works Monday through
Thursday 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. HW

IDF: No Casualties from
Our Fire at Gaza Aid Hub

By JNS Staff

(JNS) — The Israel Defense Forces
stated on Sunday that there were “no
known casualties from IDF fire within
the distribution compound,” responding
to reports that dozens of Palestinians
were killed near a Gaza aid hub.

“The matter is still under investiga-
tion,” the IDF statement added.

CNN cited the Gaza Health Minis-
try, run by the Hamas terrorist group,
as claiming on Sunday that “at least 31
Palestinians were killed and dozens in-
jured amid chaotic scenes at an aid dis-
tribution site” in Gaza’s south.

However, the Gaza Humanitarian Foun-
dation (GHF), the U.S.-backed group that
runs the site, told the news outlet: “There
was no gunfire in the [distribution] center
and also not in the surrounding area.”

The GHF also released security cam-
era footage from the time of the alleged
shooting showing that no shots were
fired in the wider area.

The American organization GHF has
released footage from security cameras
at the aid distribution site in Tel al-Sul-
tan, Rafah, from the time when the IDF
allegedly fired at Palestinians.

Former Israeli prime minister Naftali
Bennett in a video published on Sunday
called on world media to correct what
he said was “a huge lie.”

“This morning, all world media re-
ported a huge lie. They said that Israe-
li tanks opened fire on food distribu-
tion centers, on Gazans, and killed 26
Gazans,” said the former premier. “This
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did not happen. It’s simply a lie.”

“We looked into it. At no distribution
center or near any distribution center, no
one opened fire,” he said, urging follow-
ers to “refute this.”

Share now to expose the lie:

Israel did NOT open fire on or near
any food distribution center.

THIS DID NOT HAPPEN.

GHEF has distributed 4,721,062 meals
to Gazans in the six days since it started
its operations in the Palestinian coastal
enclave, the American company an-
nounced on Sunday.

GHF maintained that food packages
were distributed without security issues
during the week, despite media reports
suggesting otherwise.

“The continued misinformation,
mischaracterization and unfortunately
completely false reports by some major
media outlets [are] very disheartening to
our aid workers and their vital efforts to
feed the hungry people of Gaza,” said
interim executive director John Acree.

The group, which is not connected
to the United Nations and which aims
to deliver aid supplies to Palestinians
while preventing their appropriation by
Hamas terrorists, began operations on
May 27.

The aid facilities are secured by U.S.
military contractors and remotely mon-
itored by the Isracl Defense Forces. In-
ternational humanitarian NGOs report-
edly manage the delivery of food and
other supplies. HW

Israeli Baby Born
After Pregnant
Mother was
Killed in Terror
Attack Dies of
His Wounds

By Ben Sales

Two weeks ago, an Israeli pregnant
woman who was en route to deliver her
baby was killed in a shooting attack in
the West Bank.

Last Thursday morning, doctors com-
municated that that baby had died of his
wounds.

In the terror attack, near the Israeli
settlement of Bruchin in the northern
West Bank, a shooter fired at passing
cars and killed Tzeela Gez, a Bruchin
resident who was on the way to the hos-
pital with her husband to deliver their
fourth child. She was rushed to the hos-
pital, where doctors delivered the baby
and then fought to save his life.

Week before last, the baby was named
Ravid Haim, in accordance with his
mother’s wishes. Ravid Haim report-
edly received his name before his brit
milah, or ritual circumcision, and while
still under emergency care, so that peo-
ple could pray for his recovery.

In a statement last Thursday, Israeli
President Isaac Herzog sent the fami-
ly “condolences from the depths of the
heart.” He wrote on X that he spoke
with the baby’s father, who was lightly
wounded in the attack.

“How we prayed that little Ravid
could recover and live with his loving
family,” Herzog added. Of the child’s
father, Herzog wrote, “All the people
of Israel embraces him in this difficult
hour and prays that he find comfort and
solace together with his children and
whole family.” HW
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Your Health

Measles Outbreak: What You Need to Know
and How to Protect Yourself

By Cindy Katz, DNP

Preventing Sickness

A 4l-year-old female, elementary
school teacher presented for her annu-
al wellness exam concerned about the
measles outbreak. She reported no cur-
rent symptoms but expressed anxiety
due to her daily exposure to school-aged
children, some of whom were unvacci-
nated due to personal belief exemptions.

Leah was healthy, had no current
symptoms, but couldn’t find her child-
hood vaccination records. As someone
around children daily, she wanted to be
sure she was protected.

Measles is making a comeback. Once
nearly eliminated in many parts of the
world, this highly contagious disease is
resurfacing. It is an alarming reminder
of how quickly infectious disease can
resurface when vaccination rates de-
cline.

What is measles?

Measles is a highly contagious viral
illness that spreads through coughing,
sneezing, and close contact with some-
one infected with the virus. It can lin-
ger in the air and on surfaces for up to
two hours, making it easy to contract in
shared spaces.

Key Facts:

Contagious Period: You are most con-
tagious 4 days before and 4 days after
the rash appears.

Incubation Period: Symptoms gener-
ally begin 7-10 days after exposure.

Measles Symptoms: What to Watch
For:

Fever greater than or equal to 101 F

At least one of the three — cough, runny
nose or red, watery eyes (conjunctivitis)

Plus, a descending rash that typically
begins on the face and spreads down-
ward and appears two to four days after
initial symptoms begin

Other possible symptoms: headache,
sore throat, or gastrointestinal discomfort

Keep in mind that not all symptoms
present at the same time, which may de-
lay diagnosis.

Why are We Seeing Measles Again?

Recent outbreaks have been linked to
declining vaccination rates, fueled by:

* Misinformation about vaccine safety

e Limited access to healthcare in cer-
tain communities

* Vaccine hesitancy due to cultural or
political beliefs

When fewer people are vaccinated,
measles can spread rapidly — even from
a single case.

The Importance of Vaccination:

Measles is preventable, and the mea-
sles, mumps, rubella vaccine (MMR) is
highly effective:

One dose provides about 93% pro-
tection

Two doses boost that to 97% protec-
tion

Vaccination not only protects you, it
also can protect others, especially those
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who cannot be vaccinated due to med-
ical reasons. This is called herd immu-
nity, and it is our best defense against
widespread outbreaks.

Are You Protected? Here is What
to Do:

Check your vaccination records — es-
pecially before travel.

Know the guidelines for your age and
risk group

Share accurate, science-based infor-
mation about vaccine safety

Who Needs the MMR Vaccine?

Children in grades K-12 and adults at
high risk for exposure (such as health-
care workers, international travelers,
college-aged students, women of child-
bearing age before they get pregnant)
need two doses.

Pre-school-aged children and low-
risk adults need one dose.

If you were born before 1957, had
measles at some point, or have con-
firmed immunity — you are typically ex-
empt from vaccination.

Final Thoughts:

If you are fully vaccinated, your risk
of getting measles — even after exposure
—is very low.

If you are unsure about your status,
now is the time to act:

* Check your records

e Talk to your health-care provider

e Stay informed — and help spread
facts, not fear HW

Bipartisan Group
of Senators
Introduces Solidify
Iran Sanctions Act

(JNS) — Bipartisan legislation recent-
ly introduced in the U.S. Senate seeks
to permanently implement sanctions
against Iran.

The Solidify Iran Sanctions Act,
which passed unanimously in the U.S.
House of Representatives earlier in
May, builds on the existing Iran Sanc-
tions Act of 1996. The bill would per-
manently implement energy and weap-
ons sanctions on the Iranian regime and
remove the 1996 bill’s sunset clause,
which currently allows it to expire.

“Sanctions have been critical in hold-
ing Iran accountable for its destabilizing
actions, including support for terrorist
proxies,” said Sen. Jacky Rosen (D-Nev.),
an original sponsor of the legislation.
“With Iran closer than ever to a nuclear
weapon, I’m proud to join my colleagues
in introducing bipartisan legislation that
applies pressure on the Iranian regime.”

Other sponsors of the bill include
Sens. Tim Scott (R-S.C.), Maggie Has-
san (D-N.H.), Sheldon Whitehouse
(D-R.I.) and Bill Hagerty (R-Tenn.).

“We must prevent Iran from building
a nuclear weapon and stop its support
of terrorism,” Hassan said. “By making
permanent energy and weapons sanctions
on Iran, this bipartisan legislation will
strengthen American national security
and send a clear signal that the United
States will not tolerate Iran’s aggression.”

The American Israel Public Affairs
Committee praised the bill.

“As the U.S. engages in negotiations
with Iran over the country’s nuclear
program, it is crucial the U.S. maintain
economic pressure on Tehran to end
its destructive actions,” said AIPAC.
“The Solidify Iran Sanctions Act ex-
tends the Iran Sanctions Act of 1996,
the core of U.S. statutory sanctions
against Iran.” HW
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All the Jew:sh Guest Stars on ‘Poker Face’ Season Two

Photo by Ralph Bavaro/Peacock
By Evelyn Frick

This originally appeared on Hey
Alma, reprinted with permission.

Charlie Cale rides again!

Season two of “Poker Face” dropped
in May and Jewish actress Natasha Ly-
onne is back as human lie detector and
amateur detective Charlie Cale. Each
episode features the wise-cracking Cale
stumbling into a murder case while on
the run from her mobbed-up employers.
If that sounds like it has plenty of op-
portunity to get boring fast, you’re right.
And yet, “Poker Face” finds a way to be
fresh and sharp each week.

Though the show isn’t particularly
Jewy — beyond Natasha Lyonne being
Natasha Lyonne — the bevy of guest
stars add a very fun and very Jewish
component to the critically acclaimed
Peacock series. In season one, Charlie
Cale comes up against characters played
by the likes of Joseph Gordon-Levitt,
Simon Helberg, Ron Perlman, Rhea
Perlman, Tim Blake Nelson, Noah Se-
gan and Ellen Barkin. Plus, two particu-
larly stand-out performances come from
Adrien Brody as casino owner Sterling
Frost Jr. and Judith Light as conniving
retirement home resident Irene Smoth-
ers. That’s practically an egalitarian
minyan!

Now, season two has added an entire
new roster of guest stars (with a few
returning from last season) and once
again, there are plenty of Jewish actors
to get excited about. Though not all of
their characters have been revealed yet,
let’s get to know the Jewish guest stars
of “Poker Face” season two.

Simon Helberg returns to season two
of “Poker Face,” reprising his role as
FBI agent Luca Clark. “It’s exciting to
see how he fumbles up the ladder, start-
ing from driving around geriatric retired
ex-cons in witness protection, all the
way to cracking these really significant
cases for the FBI and getting into the
shit,” Helberg told Variety last week.
This season, part of “that shit” includes
Agent Clark singing “Old Friends” from
“Merrily We Roll Along” with John Mu-
laney (who plays another FBI agent).

Helberg has described his Jewish up-
bringing as “Conservative to Reform
but more Reform as time went on.” He
is perhaps best known for playing nerdy
Jew Howard Wolowitz on “The Big
Bang Theory.”

Carol Kane plays Lucille Lubinski.

Kane’s Jewish grandparents emigrat-
ed to the United States from Russia,
Austria and Poland. Her big break came
in 1975 playing Russian-Jewish immi-
grant Gitl in “Hester Street.” Though
Kane never had a bat mitzvah herself,
she played adult bat mitzvah student
Carla in 2024’s “Between the Temples.”

“In my life, I keep getting parts where
I get to learn different things. I just fin-
ished a movie where I got bat mitzvahed,

and I got to learn a Torah portion,” Kane
told Kveller in an interview for the Jew-
ish show “Dinner with Parents” last year.

“‘Hester Street’ was my Yiddish train-
ing,” she added. “I'm really lucky. But
none of [my Jewish knowledge] is off
the cuff. It’s very hard-earned learning.”

Richard Kind plays Jeffrey Hasp, the
husband of mob queenpin Beatrix Hasp.
Unlike his wife, Jeffrey is not mobbed
up. Instead, his passion lies with musi-
cal theater and specifically Jewish com-
poser Stephen Sondheim.

Kind’s Russian Jewish family emi-
grated to New York in the first half of
the 20th century. In an episode of “Find-
ing Your Roots,” he discovered that he
is descended from rabbis and religious
leaders from the Pale of Settlement. “I
believe that religion is just something
that we go to to make us feel better or
to give us some sort of foundation be-
cause the world is so full of chaos, and
we can’t really find ourselves. What I do
believe is in my ancestors,” Kind said of
this discovery in an interview on NPR.
“And I believe that Judaism, that form
of foundation must survive, because
these people gave their lives, and they
sacrificed and they believed in the Jew-
ish religion and in the state of Israel.”

David Krumholtz plays JB Turner.

Though Krumbholtz is widely known
as Christmas elf Bernard in “The Santa
Clause,” he is Ashkenazi Jewish with
roots in Poland and Hungary. In 2022,
Krumholtz starred in the Broadway

production of Tom Stoppard’s “Leop-
oldstadt,” a play about the many gen-
erations of a Jewish family in Vienna
from 1899 to 1955. Krumholtz played
patriarch Hermann Merz. “I'm do-
ing the play in tribute to [my father],”
Krumbholtz told New Jersey Monthly
Magazine. “It’s been a chance for me to
reconnect with my own Judaism, which
would have been my father’s dream
come true.”

Natasha Leggero‘s character has yet
to be revealed! Natasha grew up Cath-
olic but converted to Judaism as an
adult. She is married to fellow Jewish
comedian Moshe Kasher. Kasher grew
up spending time in the Satmar com-
munity after his father, who was born to
Jewish communist parents, converted to
Hasidism when Kasher was 4. Kasher’s
brother and Leggero’s brother-in-law is
an Orthodox rabbi.

“Judaism’s a beautiful religion. You
get to have a weekly Shabbat, which is
like a party every Friday... You’re part
of this beautiful religion, steeped in cul-
ture,” Leggero said in 2016.

B.J. Novak plays Hiram Lubinski.
Though there’s currently no public in-
formation on this character, it seems
likely that Novak’s character will be the
son of Carol Kane’s character.

Novak attended Jewish day school
at Solomon Schechter Day School of
Greater Boston as a kid and attended
Jewish summer camp at Camp Ramah
of New England in his early teenager
years. His father co-edited “The Big
Book of Jewish Humor” in 1981, and

Novak has spoken about the importance
of Jewish humor to his comedy. “I think
looking at things with an outsider’s eye
is very Jewish,” Novak said in an in-
terview. “I think, ‘How can I somehow
outsmart this bad hand I've been dealt?’
is the root of a lot of Jewish humor, and
I think my favorite type of Jewish hu-
mor.”

Rhea Perlman also returns for sea-
son two as Beatrix Hasp, the head of
the five families mob organization and
owner of Hasp casino. Describing her
performance, Vulture recapper Louis
Peitzman says, “Rhea Perlman manages
to pack the appropriate amount of men-
ace and humor into her five feet.” High
praise!

Perlman was born to a Russian and
Polish Jewish family in Brooklyn. She’s
played numerous Jewish moms in the
past, but perhaps one of her most excit-
ing Jewish roles is yet to come: playing
a fictionalized version of Lena Dun-
ham’s grandma Dottie in “Too Much.”

Simon Rex plays Russ Waddell. Rex
describes his mother as “a New Jer-
sey Jewish mom” telling GQ in 2021,
“She’s always in my ear.”

“I’ve been learning a lot about my
Ashkenazi-Lithuanian heritage. I grew
up with hippie parents who didn’t really
raise me, so the older I get, the more cu-
rious I am about my family’s past,” Rex
told YNet in 2025. “I want to visit Israel
and Lithuania one day — I need to learn
about my heritage!”

He describes himself as “a good Jew-
ish man.” HW

Toni Nieman
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Watch Them Thrive with In-Home Care

The specially trained caregivers at Comfort Keepers pro-
vide meaningful, in-home care so seniors can live inde-
pendently. From providing companionship to caring for
those with dementia, we're here to help your loved one
thrive and give you peace of mind.

901-207-8209

Home + Life + Care | ComfortKeepers.com

Comfort Keepers of the Mid-South, 5668 S Rex Rd #200, Memphis, Tennessee 38119

© 2022 CK Franchising, Inc. An international network where most offices are independently owned and operated.
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Official Who Posted Antisemitic Rhetoric Becomes

Pentagon Press Secretary

will serve as the Pentagon’s new press
secretary, according to an announce-
ment last Friday.

“Kingsley’s leadership has been in-
tegral to the DoD’s success & we look
forward to her continued service to
President Trump!,” said Sean Parnell,
the chief Pentagon spokesman and a se-
nior advisor to Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth, in a post on X last Friday.

Wilson reposted the announcement
to her X account, writing that she was,
“Honored to serve President Trump and
our warfighters.”

Wilson was appointed in January as
deputy press secretary at the Pentagon

Kingsley Wilson was recently
appointed as deputy press
secretary at the Pentagon. (X)

(JTA) - Kingsley Wilson, a Depart-
ment of Defense official who has repeat-
edly echoed antisemitic rhetoric online,

Professional Personal
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and faced backlash from the Anti-Def-
amation League as well as several sen-
ators for a history of promoting antise-
mitic conspiracy theories. Last year,
Wilson tweeted a neo-Nazi talking
point about Jewish lynching victim Leo
Frank, whose murder spurred the ADL’s
creation.

The American Jewish Committee
called for her removal in a post on X in
March.

“Anyone who posts antisemitic con-
spiracy theories lifted right out of the
neo-Nazi playbook should not be in
public office,” the post read. “Kingsley
Wilson, newly appointed @DepPressS-

ecDOD, is clearly unfit for her role.”

She has also tweeted several times
in support of the “Great Replacement”
theory, whose original version contends
that Jews are orchestrating the replace-
ment of majority-white nations with im-
migrants of color.

The Jewish Democratic Council of
America also condemned the appoint-
ment in a post on Bluesky, writing, “An-
tisemitism has no place in government.
This administration is infested with an-
tisemitism.”

The Department of Defense did not
immediately respond to a request for
comment. HW
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With over 20 years in mortgage lending, Scott Sorin has the
know-how to make it happen! Whether you're eyeing a new
home, refinancing, need a unique jumbo loan or portfolio
lending, Scott is here to explore every financing path with you.

Regional VP | Business Dev.

Mobile: (901) 378-2244
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Mutual of Omaha Mortgage, Inc., NMLS ID 1025894. 3131 Camino Del Rio N 1100, San Diego, CA 92108. Toll Free #: (877) 978-1922. Subject to Credit
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Join us in Supporting 100 Years of Memphis Jewish Journalism!

0006 6 000

Hebrew Y/ Watchman

1925-2025

We hope you find our sponsorship opportunities align with your
previous support for the Jewish community.

Sponsorship Benefits

All sponsors receive a 1-year subscription to
The Hebrew Watchman & Jewish Scene Magazine

Gold Sponsor ~ $10,000

* Full page ad in The Hebrew Watchman once a month for 6 months beginning in July

* Full Page ad in Jewish Scene Guide to Jewish Memphis (Fall 2025)

* Oninvitations, advertising and signage for our Anniversary Celebration Display in the
Shainberg Gallery at the Memphis Jewish Community Center September 1 - September 14

* Thank-you sponsorship ad in The Hebrew Watchman on a weekly basis for 6 months

* |In Social Media posts

Silver Sponsor ~ $3,000 - $5,000

* Half Page ad in The Hebrew Watchman once a month for 6 months beginning in July

* Half Page ad in Jewish Scene Guide to Jewish Memphis (Fall 2025)

* On invitations, advertising and signage for our Anniversary Celebration Display in the
Shainberg Gallery at the Memphis Jewish Community Center September 1 - September 14

* Thank you-sponsorship ad in The Hebrew Watchman on a weekly basis for 6 months

* In Social Media posts

Bronze Sponsor ~ $1800 - $2,500

* Quarter Page ad in The Hebrew Watchman once a month for 6 months beginning in July

* Quarter Page ad in Jewish Scene Guide to Jewish Memphis

* Oninvitations, advertising and signage for our Anniversary Celebration Display in the
Shainberg Gallery at the Memphis Jewish Community Center September 1 - September 14

* Thank-you sponsorship ad in The Hebrew Watchman on a weekly basis for 6 months

* In Social Media posts

Partners of The Hebrew Watchman ~ $500 - $1,000

* On signage for our Anniversary Celebration Display in the Shainberg Gallery at the Memphis
Jewish Community Center September 1 - September 14

* Thank-you sponsorship ad in The Hebrew Watchman on a weekly basis for 6 months

* |In Social Media posts

Friends of The Hebrew Watchman ~ $180 - $360
* On signage for our Anniversary Celebration Display in the Shainberg Gallery at the Memphis

Jewish Community Center September 1- September 14
* Thank-you sponsorship ad in The Hebrew Watchman on a weekly basis for 6 months

P.O. Box 770846 Memphis, TN 38177-0846 - 901.827.7244 - 901.763.2215

HebrewWatchman.com ¢ info@HebrewWatchman.com
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Understanding Donor-Advised Fund Basics

Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director - Investments, Wells Fargo Advisors
Questions for Mike? You can reach him at 901.761.8151 or Michael .Stein@WellsF argoAdvisors.com * fa.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael-stein

A donor-advised fund offers a middle
ground between participating in simple
“checkbook charity” and starting a non-
profit foundation.

Often considered smaller and nim-
bler cousins of private foundations,
donor-advised funds offer many of the
benefits of foundations, including the
ability to:

e Involve multiple members of the
family, friends, or other advisors

* Research potential recipients

* Recommend how funds are distrib-
uted

But, unlike foundations, donor-ad-
vised funds require less legal and finan-
cial paperwork, such as an annual tax
filing that is subject to public inspec-
tion, regulatory requirements, and ex-
cise taxes.

How do you contribute?

Donor-advised funds allow you to
contribute cash, stock, real estate, or
other assets, such as business interests.
These contributions can be bunched to
combine multiple calendar years’ worth
of gifts into one year, which may offer
tax benefits if you are close to your stan-
dard deduction limit.

You may partner with a donor-ad-
vised fund sponsor or the sponsor may
run your fund. A fund sponsor can be
a financial institution or a communi-
ty, educational, or religious institution.
Grants may then be recommended by
you or your designee to your charities
of choice.

Rather than keeping track of gift re-
ceipts from multiple charities, a do-
nor-advised fund serves as your single

WELLS

FARGO Advisors

Honored to be recognized

Mike Stein

2025 Wells Fargo
Advisors Platinum
Council

source for tax receipts and grant-recipient
information. Keep in mind, your poten-
tial deduction is based on your contribu-
tion(s) to the fund itself, not the individu-
al grants distributed from the fund.

More potential considerations for
donors and recipients

Donor-advised funds are gaining pop-
ularity for other reasons, including:

Anonymity. When you give gifts
to a charity through a private founda-
tion, those gifts become public record
through IRS form 990-PF. In contrast,
you can choose to make your gifts from
a donor-advised fund anonymously.

Recurring gifts. Many donor-advised
funds have recurring gift options so you
can optimize your giving in line with
your giving strategy and the organiza-
tion’s needs. If you had previously used
credit cards to make recurring gifts, you
can use tax-advantaged dollars and save
a charity from costly credit card pro-
cessing fees.

Noncash gifts. Appreciated stock,
real estate, or collectibles are easier to
handle for both the giver and the recip-
ient through a donor-advised fund. This
holds true even for highly liquid yet
noncash assets like cryptocurrency.

While many charities may be unable
to take noncash gifts given the level of
complexity, donor-advised funds serve
an important role to help charities bene-
fit from the wealth accumulated in these
illiquid assets.

Potential cautions

Of course, there are some potential
cautions for anyone considering a gift to
a donor-advised fund:

Committed to helping build and preserve wealth for clients

Irrevocable donations: The donor to
the fund cannot withdraw their money
for any reason once it’s gifted.

No legal requirement to make
grants: There is no legal requirement
to grant the money donated to the fund.
This has been viewed as a criticism of
donor-advised funds as grants may not be
made at the time they are most needed.

Underlying costs/fees: Be aware of
the administrative fees associated with
the management of the donations as
well as the investment options within
the fund. Fees and investment options
vary by provider.

Grant-making restrictions: Grants
can be made only to certain eligible
501(c)(3) organizations that the IRS rec-
ognizes as public charities. These organi-
zations cannot provide goods and services
to the donor, such as tickets to a gala.

Potential tax advantages

Contributing to a donor-advised fund
may bring tax advantages, such as:

* You may receive a tax deduction, the
use of which is subject to your Adjusted
Gross Income (AGI) limitations.

* There is no capital gains tax for high-
ly appreciated assets when sold inside the
donor-advised fund. The invested assets
have the potential to grow tax-free, which
could increase the eventual grant that you
can make from the fund at a later date.

* Real estate gifts are valued at their
current value, which may provide a big-
ger tax break if the property has appre-
ciated, unlike similar donations to a pri-
vate foundation that limit the deduction
to the cost basis in the property.

If you’re considering using a do-

nor-advised fund but are uncertain about
whether it could be right for you, talk
with your tax advisor and your financial
advisor to help you decide.

Donor-advised fund donations are irrevocable char-
itable gifts. The sponsoring organizations maintaining
the fund have ultimate control over how the assets in the
fund accounts are invested and distributed. Donor-ad-
vised funds donors do not receive investment returns. The
amount ultimately available to the donor to make grant
recommendations may be more or less than the donor
contributions to the donor-advised fund. While annual
giving is encouraged, the donor-advised fund should be
viewed as a long-term philanthropic program. Tax ben-
efits depend upon your individual circumstances. You
should consult your tax advisor. While the operations of
the donor-advised fund and pooled income funds are reg-
ulated by the Internal Revenue Service, they are not guar-
anteed or insured by the United States or any of its agen-
cies or instrumentalities. Contributions are not insured by
the FDIC and are not deposits or other obligations of, or
guaranteed by, any depository institution. Donor-advised
funds are not registered under federal securities laws,
pursuant to exemptions for charitable organizations.

This advertisement was written by Wells Fargo
Advisors Financial Network and provided to you
by Mike Stein, Managing Director - Investments.

Investment products and services
are offered through Wells Fargo Advi-
sors Financial Network, LLC, Member
SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and a
separate non-bank affiliate of Wells Far-
go & Company.

©2022 — 2025 Wells Fargo Advisors
Financial Network, LLC. All rights re-
served.

Investment and Insurance Products are:
Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Feder-
al Government Agency

Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of,
or Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any
Bank Affiliate

Subject to Investment Risks, Including
Possible Loss of the Principal Amount
Invested HW
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COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE SERVICES
SERVING THE MIDSOUTH AND SOUTHWEST US
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SPECIALIZING IN NET LEASE (TRIPLE NET) PROPERTIES, 1031 EXCHANGE
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Mike Stein

Managing Director — Investments

6075 Poplar Ave, Memphis, TN 38119

Direct: (901) 761-8151
michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com
ttps://home.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael.stein

The Platinum Council distinction is held by a select group of Financial Advisors within Wells Fargo
Advisors as measured by business production from the previous year and professionalism.

Scan to view
award disclosures

Investment and Insurance Products:
+ NOTFDIC Insured « NO Bank Guarantee « MAY Lose Value

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member
SIPC, aregistered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.
© 2025 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. PM-10022026-7814657.1.1

E EMBASSY APARTMENTS

“Luxury and Location”

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
901-685-8020

505 South Perkins Rd. | 1BR | 2BR | Penthouses
In the Heart of East Memphis | Utilities Included
See our floorplans
@ embassyaptsmemphis.com

MICHAEL LURIE
WINDOW WORLD OF MEMPHIS

4899 Summer Ave. Suite 104
Memphis, TN 38122
WindowWorldMemphis.com

memphis@windowworld.com
office: 901-684-6670
mobile: 901-233-2921

Windows ¢ Doors ¢ Siding
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Shavuoth, The Feast Of Weeks,
Begins At Sundown, June 13

The Jewish festival of Shavuoth, known also as “The Feast of
Wweeks,”” will be celebrated this year beginning at sundown, Tuesday,
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Thank you to Zechariah Steiner for sharing these timely clippings from June 8, 1967.
Please send your clippings to Rebecca@HebrewWatchman.com

Museum of Jewish Heritage — A Living Memorial to the
Holocaust Presents the Mishpachah Festival: A Celebration
of Genealogy, Heritage, & Immigration, Sunday, June 8, 2025

(New York, N.Y.) — The Museum of
Jewish Heritage — A Living Memorial
to the Holocaust will present its annual
Mishpachah Festival: A Celebration of
Genealogy, Heritage, & Immigration,
on Sunday, June 8, 2025. The day-long
Mishpachah Festival (“Mishpachah”
means “family” in Hebrew) — will run
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and feature Jew-
ish genealogy lectures, Jewish heritage
panels, cooking demonstrations, live
music, Yiddish dance and activities for
children and families, and a strong fo-
cus on immigration on the heels of the
100th anniversary of the Immigration
Act of 1924.

“We are proud to present our third
annual Mishpachah Festival, where we
will celebrate and explore Jewish gene-
alogy, heritage, and immigration along
with our partners,” said Jack Kliger,
CEO and president of the Museum of
Jewish Heritage. “There will be insight-
ful lectures and activities for people
of all ages, as we open the Museum to
welcome our ‘mishpachah’ and together
discover more about heritage and com-
munity.”

Among the highlights of the day:

- Brooklyn Seltzer Boys in Conversa-
tion with Jessica Shaw

- The Shtetl Kitchen with Gefilteria

- Exploring the Immigrants’ Journey
with The Statue of Liberty - Ellis Island

Foundation, and the South Street Sea-
port Museum

- Mishpokhe in Yiddish — How the
Forverts Newspaper Talked About Fam-
ily with the Forward

The event is co-presented with Jew-
ishGen, the Museum’s Jewish Genea-
logical Research Division, and held in
partnership with The Workers Circle,
Forward, HIAS, The Sephardic Jewish
Brotherhood of America, the Education-
al Alliance’s 14th Street Y, The Statue
of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation, The
National Center for Jewish Film, the
Leo Baeck Institute and the Jewish Ge-
nealogical Society. The programs are
made possible in part through a partner-
ship with the Battery Park City Author-
ity.

The event is held in-person at the
Museum, located at 36 Battery Place in
Battery Park City, and some activities
will be livestreamed throughout the day.
Tickets are free though pre-registration
is strongly recommended. To view the
full schedule and to RSVP, visit https://
mjhnyc.org/events/mishpachah-2025/.

About The Museum of Jewish Her-
itage — A Living Memorial to the Ho-
locaust

The Museum of Jewish Heritage — A
Living Memorial to the Holocaust is
New York’s contribution to the global
responsibility to Never Forget. Opened

in 1997, the Museum is committed to
the crucial mission of educating diverse
visitors about Jewish life before, during,
and after the Holocaust.

The Museum plays a leading role in
Holocaust education in New York City
and the tri-state area, serving many
thousands of school children each year,
with initiatives such as its Holocaust
Educator School Partnership Program,
professional development opportuni-
ties, its Speakers Bureau, which enables
conversations with survivors, and the
creation of tools and resources such as
the newly released Antisemitism FAQ
Educator Resource to support educators
in teaching about both historical and
contemporary antisemitism.

The Museum’s current offerings in-
clude Courage to Act: Rescue in Den-
mark, an exhibition about the extraor-
dinary rescue of Denmark’s Jewish
population in 1943, a story of mutual
aid and communal upstanding in diffi-
cult times for visitors aged 9 and up; The
Holocaust: What Hate Can Do, a major
exhibition offering a timely and expan-
sive presentation of Holocaust history,
on view in the main galleries; Survivor
Stories: An Interactive Dialogue, an Al
installation that features pre-recorded
testimonies from 10 Holocaust survi-
vors, addressing over 150 of the most
frequently asked questions about their

experiences before, during, and after
the Holocaust; and Speaking Up! Con-
fronting Hate Speech, a new exhibition,
which illustrates the prevalence of iden-
tity-based violence today, detailing the
historical lessons of genocide and cur-
rent examples of today’s pressing dan-
gers to teach visitors about the connec-
tion between words and mass atrocities.

The Museum of Jewish Heritage
maintains the Peter & Mary Kalikow
Jewish Genealogy Resource Center, a
collection of almost 40,000 artifacts,
photographs, documentary films and
survivor testimonies, and contains class-
rooms, a 375-seat theater (Edmond J.
Safra Hall), special exhibition galleries,
and a memorial art installation, Garden
of Stones, designed by internationally
acclaimed sculptor Andy Goldsworthy.
The Museum also hosts LOX at Café
Bergson an OU-certified café serving
eastern European specialties.

Each year, the Museum presents
over 100 public programs, connecting
our community in person and virtually
through lectures, book talks, concerts
and more. For more info visit: http://
mjhnyc.org/events. The Museum re-
ceives general operating support from
the New York City Department of Cul-
tural Affairs and New York State Coun-
cil on the Arts. For more information,
visit mjhnyc.org. HW
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Shavuos: Celebration of a Best Seller

Editor’s note:

This story is being
reprinted in memory
of Ted Roberts in
appreciation of his
longtime service

as a newspaper
columnist.

By Ted Roberts

Shavuous — the celebration of the
giving of Torah. Whatta book, the book
salesmen say. Full of suspense, rules,
poetry, love stories, history. Something
for everybody. And like the Jews of to-
day, so counter cultural. Amazing, that
in a book written “when might made
right” there is a tenderness unknown
to the hearts of men, but intrinsic to
the heart of G-d: concern for the wid-
ow, the orphans, the weak and the sick,
in a blood-soaked world. Shockingly
counter cultural. It is a revolutionary
creed. But let us be honest. Through-
out the book rages a G-d who loves
justice — not just mercy. He punishes
evil — He rewards goodness. Natural-
ly, He is counter cultural since He tells
us dozens of times: Don’t mingle with

the people of the land and their insidi-
ous habits — for all we know, much of
halacha is motivated by this separa-
tion issue. Don’t eat their food. Don’t
even plow your fields with mixed ani-
mals. Don’t mix wool and linen in your
clothing. Could these mandates and
many more simply be a metaphor — a
symbol — of the distance He wants us
to maintain between us and them? Why
not? He says over and over we should
be a holy people, and the Philistines
and similar pagans certainly were NOT
a holy people. A question worth asking:
Have we lived up to His expectations?

I only accent the separation theory
because: 1) I believe it is an operating
factor, and secondly — though I left my
Yeshiva U diploma at home — some rab-
binic/Talmudic commentators would
vote with me on this issue.

Why do I bring up an issue crusty with
age? Because it’s déja vu time. The same
threat hangs over our head TODAY.
And today’s Canaanites — secular to the
core — have much better weapons than
the bronze swords of their forefathers.
They’re smarter, too, and their threat
is omnipresent. They have devices like
film, TV, IPads that carry their messag-

es everywhere. You can hide in a cave,
and they’ll find you. And worst of all,
their message is as destructive as ever.
But they, in general, are innocent dupes.
They are only hedonistic fools who sim-
ply say — “hey, enjoy yourself.” The old
eat, drink, and be merry message that’s
always boomed over the loudspeakers
of simple people. Their target is not just
you — your family, your culture, your
Judaism. The target is Christianity, too.
I wish our leaders understood this bet-
ter. (And a brief digression here. There’s
a book by Rabbi Shmuel Boteach that
every Jew should read: “Kosher Jesus.”)

I have a very close relative whom I
dare not name, whose mother is my
wife. He says, only half in jest, that he’d
rather his young kids (my grandchil-
dren) smoke cigarettes than watch TV.
An overstatement, of course, but I get
his drift. TV is a university that — with
rare exception — awards a degree in stu-
pidity, licentiousness, and vulgarity. If
it had been around three millennia ago,
it would have been prohibited by Deu-
teronomy. And dozens of rabbis would
have discussed which programs were
kosher and which were not.

But I should not joke about such seri-
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By Ted Roberts
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ous threats to our culture. They are dead-
ly; far more frightful than the Canaanites
and Philistines. Our shield is Torah, which
shouted separation many millennia ago.
None of us follow it letter by letter, but
its spirit of separation, its message, says
— STAY AWAY from the common herd.
Remember, you must be a holy people.
You won'’t find that on “Sex In The City.”
The syndicated humor of Ted, the Scrib-
bler on the roof, has appeared in newspa-
pers around the U.S., on National Public
Radio, and numerous websites. HW

Michigan Man Who Threatened Parents and
Preschoolers at a Synagogue Pleads Guilty to Weapons

Offense

(JTA) — A Michigan man who al-
legedly yelled antisemitic threats at
families entering a synagogue in 2022
pleaded guilty last Tuesday to the
charge of being a felon in possession of
a firearm, according to the Department
of Justice.

In December 2022, Hassan Chokr, 37,
of Dearborn, Michigan, drove through
the parking lot of Temple Beth El in the
Detroit suburb of Bloomfield Hills as
parents walked their preschoolers into
the building, and yelled a series of an-

tisemitic threats at them, according to
federal prosecutors.

After he was asked to leave, Chokr —
who had a prior felony conviction for a
different offense in 2017 — went to a gun
store in Dearborn where he attempted to
purchase three guns: a shotgun, a rifle
and a semi-automatic pistol. He lied
about his criminal record, according to
prosecutors.

While waiting for his background
check, Chokr said that he would “even
the score” and use the guns for “God’s

ISRAEL INSIGHTS
Jerusalem Day... Every Day

By Howard Weisband

During the past week we celebrated
Yom Yerushalayim, Jerusalem Day, on
the 28th of Iyar. It is truly a special day.
At the same time, for me, Jerusalem
Day is every day. How so? Read on.

First, a brief background on Yom
Yerushalayim.

Yom Yerushalayim marks a signif-
icant milestone, commemorating the
reunification of Jerusalem, the historic
capital of the Jewish people. Fifty-eight
years ago, in 1967 during the Six Days
War, Israel triumphed over Arab nations
who sought to erase the Jewish State
from the map of the world. This victo-
ry paved the way for freedom to reso-
nate throughout Jerusalem. The city was
united after 19 years, and all religious
sites were open to people of all faiths. It
is a day when we recall the moment our
eternal capital was made whole again —
a return not only to the heart of our land
but to the soul of our people.

For me personally, having made Ali-
yah in 1986, living in Jerusalem, Kayla
and I raised our family here, three gen-
erations, watched our four children do-
ing National Service and serving in the
army, the Israel Defense Forces (IDF),
marry, 11 grandchildren, and now a
grandson about to enter the army... ev-
ery day seems like Jerusalem Day.

Moreover, I think back to my first

Jerusalem experience, 1969-70, when 1
studied and lived in the city as a 22-year-
old graduate student. The remembrances
of Jerusalem divided, then unified were
still fresh in everyone’s thinking. My
Talmud teacher had served in the army,
fought in the war. An anonymous soldier
still in uniform sitting around a bonfire
told me: “We fought and won the war
not just for us, for Israel, but for you too,
for all of the Jewish people!” Powerful.

I walked the streets and shopped in
western Jerusalem, sometimes called
the “new city.” I did the same in eastern
Jerusalem, especially in the Old City,
reunified in 1967. One felt no tension in
the air in 1969, barely two years after
the war.

The Kotel Hamaaravi, or simply the
Kotel, the Western Wall, no longer re-
ferred to as the Wailing Wall, was a
place of joyous reunion and solemn
prayer. It still is today, in much grand-
er form, for Jewish life celebrations and
even a place where certain army units
hold their swearing in ceremonies, take
their oaths following basic training.

While in Memphis, it was always a
personal joy to accompany our Israel
missions, especially to Jerusalem.

Jerusalem is mentioned in the Tanach,
the Hebrew Bible, some 660 times. From
the earliest forced exile in 586 BCE to

wrath,” according to prosecutors. He
was denied the purchase following the
results of the background check but
was charged for possessing multiple
firearms within the store during the at-
tempted transaction.

“The federal government must do
everything in its power to stem the ris-
ing tide of antisemitism,” said Interim
U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District
of Michigan Jerome F. Gorgon Jr. in a
statement.

“Chokr’s attempt to purchase several

Babylonia, Jews wept and prayed for a
return to Jerusalem. Today in our daily
prayers, within the Amidah, the silent
prayer, we continue to say a Blessing
for the rebuilding of Jerusalem: “To Je-
rusalem, Your city... May You (God)
rebuild it rapidly on our days... Blessed
are You, Lord, who builds Jerusalem.”
For me, as one who believes that we
play a special role in helping God in His
work, I walk the streets of Jerusalem,
whether in 1969 or 2025, and see the
rebuilding of Jerusalem daily. I pray the
morning prayers, Schacharit, in a small
synagogue on the fourth floor, next to
the building of a large school under con-
struction. I look out the window, see the
construction and ponder the message,
ancient and modern, as I say: “Blessed
are you, Lord, who builds Jerusalem.”
By coincidence of the Hebrew calen-
dar, this year Jerusalem Day occurred
on the anniversary of “Operation Solo-
mon.” Over the span of 36 hours between
May 24 and 25, 1991, the largest-ever
Aliyah rescue mission was carried out.
This complex operation, coordinated
together through the IDF, El Al, Israeli
security services, and the Jewish Agen-
cy for Israel led to the rescue of more
than 14,300 Ethiopian Jews. It was and
remains the largest overnight rescue
mission from any country. Personally,

deadly firearms in an apparent attempt
to follow through on his menacing
threats against parents and preschool-
ers as they walked into a place of wor-
ship represents every American’s worst
nightmare. And we will not allow any-
one to terrorize our Jewish neighbors,”
Gorgon continued. “We are committed
to protecting every American and their
right to live and worship free of fear.”

Chokr faces up to 15 years in prison
and is scheduled to be sentenced in fed-
eral court on Sept. 24. HW

I had the privilege and responsibility of
serving at the time as the Secretary Gen-
eral of the Jewish Agency.

This is how one of our most meaning-
ful modern commentators, the late Rab-
bi Jonathan Sacks, describes in part the
meaning of Yom Yerushalayim, in “The
Love of a People for their City:”

“... wherever Jews lived they never
ceased to pray about Jerusalem, face Je-
rusalem, speak the language of Jerusa-
lem.... Never has a city had such power
over a people’s imagination. Never were
a people more loyal than our ancestors
who endured 20 centuries of exile and
persecution so that their children or
grandchildren or great-grandchildren
could come home to Jerusalem, ir ha-
kodesh, the holy city, the home of the
Jewish heart.”

Is it any wonder why I feel that every
day is Jerusalem Day?

Howard Weisband served as Assistant
Executive  Director (1975-77) and
Executive Director (1977-84) of the
Memphis Jewish Federation. Following
Aliyah with his family in 1986, he
served as Secretary General of the
Jewish Agency for Israel through 1997,
and then in other senior professional
positions in Israel. Now retired, he and
Kayla live in Jerusalem. He can be
reached at hweisband@ gmail.com HW
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In celebration of 30 years of giving
The Jewish Foundation of Memphis presents:

Generations of

A new podeast tracing the roots and relationships that define our mission.

Listen on Spotify and Apple Podcasts.

From synagogue leadership to Federation and Foundation initiatives, Joe and Jennifer Roberts have played a central role in strengthening Jewish
Memphis. Joe’s presidency at ASBEE included a focus on endowment development, while Jennifer has championed senior services and Jewish campus
life through her work with Federation. Together, they exemplify sustained leadership and thoughtful giving. Listen to an interview with Joe and Jennifer
on the Foundation’s new podcast, “Generations of Giving,” available on Spotify and Apple Podcasts.

A Look Back at the Legacy of the Jewish Foundation of Memphis in Photos

In honor of the 30-year anniversary of the Jewish Foundation of
Memphis, we are showcasing the Foundation’s history and impact
through a content series across multiple platforms, including a photo
series highlighting key moments in the Foundation’s history.

September 1995: Senior leaders of the Memphis Jewish community
gathered to create a new organization to focus solely on building the
endowment assets of Memphis-based Jewish organizations with the goal
of ensuring the long-term financial sustainability of the Memphis Jewish
community. Led by its first executive director, Paula Jacobson, (right) and
board president Ronald Harkavy, the Jewish Foundation of Memphis was

launched.

IDF Dismantles Dozens of Terrorist Sites Across Gaza

By JNS Staff

(JNS) — Israel Defense Forces troops,
operating with support from the Military
Intelligence Directorate and the Israel
Security Agency (Shin Bet), dismantled
dozens of terrorism-related structures
across the Gaza Strip, the army said last
Thursday.

Troops destroyed weapons storage
facilities, underground infrastructure,

sniper and observation posts, anti-tank
missile positions and other “military”
compounds used by terrorists.

In coordinated activity last Wednes-
day, IDF troops identified armed ter-
rorists operating nearby and directed an
Israeli Air Force craft that struck and
eliminated the threat. The IAF carried
out several additional strikes over the
past 24 hours, targeting dozens of ter-

rorist sites, including tunnels, military
structures and positions that posed an
immediate danger to Israeli forces.
“IDF troops under the Southern Com-
mand, guided by the Intelligence Direc-
torate and the Shin Bet, continue to act
against terrorist organizations through-
out the Gaza Strip as part of ‘Operation
Gideon’s Chariots,”” the military said.
The IDF emphasized that operations

will continue to protect Israeli civil-
ians. HW

Troops eliminate
threats, destroy tunnels
and weapons facilities
as part of “Operation
Gideon’s Chariots.”
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THE RIGHT ANSWERS BEGIN
WITH THE RIGHT QUESTIONS.

What are my options for senior living?
What if my parents have different needs?
What if those needs change?

At Belmont Village, we know that each family is unique
and that choosing the right senior living option matters.
Our experienced advisors will help you ask the questions
you need to get the answers your family deserves.

We're here to help. Just ask.

BelmontVillage.com/AskMemphis | 901-589-5223
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SENIOR LIVING SCAN CODE TO
MEMPHIS LEARN MORE

Licensed nurse on-site 24/7 | Dedicated Alzheimer’s care | Circle of Friends® award-winning memory care

Physical therapy, rehabilitation and fitness | Nationally recognized, highly trained staff

& & ©2025 Belmont Village, LP.| ACLF102 I @




