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Pope Francis, Who Advanced Church’s Relationships 
with Jews, Dies at 88

“To Creativity and Beyond” The ISJL’s 2025 Southern 
& Jewish Conference

HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL
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901.763.2215
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Jackson, MS – As the Goldring/
Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jew-
ish Life (ISJL) celebrates 25 years of 
supporting, connecting and celebrating 
Jewish life in the South, the organiza-
tion is excited to announce the 2025 
Southern & Jewish conference. The 
conference, which will take place June 
22-24, 2025, in Jackson, Mississippi, 
will explore the theme “To Creativity 
and Beyond.”

The Southern & Jewish conference 
is designed for anyone with a connec-
tion to Jewish life in the South. It’s an 
opportunity to gather with others from 
throughout the region for learning, 
socializing, collaboration and more. 
There are networking and programmat-
ic opportunities for clergy, lay leaders, 
educators, parents, interfaith family 
members, synagogue board members 
– truly, anyone and everyone in the 
Southern Jewish community.

Each of the ISJL’s program areas – 
Culture, Education and Spirituality – 
will offer sessions and affinity group 
opportunities. The theme “To Creativ-

ity and Beyond” invites participants to 
explore the many ways creativity can 
shape Southern Jewish communities 
and enrich their lives.

This year, featured presenters include 
nationally renowned Jewish sketch 
comedy troupe The Bible Players, and 
Rabbi Leah Berkowitz, an author and 
educator whose books include “Queen 
Vashti’s Comfy Pants” and “The World 
Needs Beautiful Things.” More infor-
mation about all of the presenters can be 
found at www.isjl.org/2025presenters.
html.

There is no conference fee for South-
ern & Jewish; participants only pay the 
costs associated with room and board 
for the event. Anyone interested in at-
tending the conference can learn more 
and register at www.isjl.org/conference.

The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of 
Southern Jewish Life (ISJL) supports, 
connects, and celebrates Jewish life in 
the South. To learn more about the ISJL 
and its programs, visit www.isjl.org, call 
601-362-6357, or follow @TheISJL on 
social media. HW

(JTA) – Pope Francis, who signifi-
cantly advanced the Catholic Church’s 
relationship with Jews by actively pro-
moting dialogue, reconciliation and a 
strong stance against antisemitism – 
relations that were tested after the out-
break of the Israel-Hamas war – died 
last Monday, one day after marking 
Easter with a public appearance in the 
Vatican. He was 88.

The Vatican did not give a cause of 
death. Francis suffered multiple health 
conditions in recent years and had been 

hospitalized for several weeks in Febru-
ary with what the Vatican called a “com-
plex clinical picture.”

But Francis had rebounded to make 
public appearances and, last Sunday, 
meet privately with U.S. Vice President 
J.D. Vance, a convert to Catholicism 
whom he had indirectly rebuked before 
his hospitalization for citing Catholic 
doctrine in defending the Trump admin-
istration’s immigration policies.

The first Jesuit and first Latin Amer-
ican to serve as pope, Francis assumed 

the leadership of the Catholic Church in 
2013 after years of building and sustain-
ing Jewish relationships in his native 
Argentina. In 2010, he co-wrote, with 
Rabbi Abraham Skorka, “On Heaven 
and Earth,” a book based on their public 
conversations on differences and simi-
larities between Judaism and Catholi-
cism.

Francis met frequently with Jewish 
leaders and paid a state visit to Israel 
in 2014. He often invoked the spirit of 
Nostra Aetate, promulgated by Pope 
Paul VI in 1965 as part of Vatican II, 
which repudiated centuries of anti-Jew-
ish theology and inaugurated a new era 
in Catholic-Jewish relations. He con-
troversially restricted the Latin Mass, 
a symbol of the pre-Vatican II church 
whose liturgy includes a call for the 
conversion of the Jews.

Francis reiterated the spirit of Nostra 
Aetate in 2013, speaking to the Inter-
national Jewish Committee on Inter-
religious Consultations. “Due to our 
common roots, a Christian cannot be 
anti-Semitic!” the pope declared, before 
going on to describe his warm relations 
with Jewish clergy in his native Argen-
tina.

“I had the joy of maintaining relations 
of sincere friendship with leaders of the 
Jewish world,” said Francis. “We talked 
often of our respective religious identi-

ties, the image of man found in the Scrip-
tures, and how to keep an awareness of 
God alive in a world now secularized in 
many ways. … But above all, as friends, 
we enjoyed each other’s company, we 
were all enriched through encounter and 
dialogue, and we welcomed each other, 
and this helped all of us grow as people 
and as believers.”

Such statements sustained a relation-
ship sometimes strained when Francis 
adopted positions at odds with the core 
concerns of many Jews. In May 2015, 
an expansion of Vatican relations with 
Palestinian leadership following the Pal-
estinians’ unilateral pursuit of statehood 
drew criticism from Israeli and Jewish 
leaders, who at the time viewed direct 
negotiations with Israel as the only cred-
ible path to peace.

Francis also strongly defended the 
record of Pope Pius XII, who served 
during the Holocaust. Critics accuse 
Pius of having turned a blind eye to 
Jewish suffering in the Shoah, while the 
Vatican has long maintained he worked 
behind the scenes to save Jews. In 2019, 
Jewish groups welcomed Francis’s an-
nouncement that the Vatican Archives 
covering the Pius papacy would open to 
researchers beginning in March 2020.

For scholars such as David Kertzer, 

By Andrew Silow-Carroll

Pope Francis meets with a delegation of World Union for Progressive 
Judaism at his studio of the Paul VI Hall on May 15, 2024, in Vatican City, 
Vatican. Credit: Vatican Media via Vatican Pool/Getty Images

(See Pope Page 2)
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who has written books about the Vatican 
during World War II, the newly available 
material only confirmed the impression 
that Pius, despite his personal objections 
to Hitler and Nazism and occasionally 
valiant attempts to protect Italy’s Jews, 
was more concerned with protecting the 
church and its future under fascism.

The Israel-Hamas war, which fol-
lowed the deadly Hamas attacks in 
Israel in Oct. 7, 2023, further strained 
relations between Francis, the Jews and 
Israelis. In November 2024, citing ex-
perts saying “what is happening in Gaza 
has the characteristics of a genocide,” 
Francis called for the charge – which 
Israel strenuously rejects – to be “care-
fully investigated.”

In December, Francis attended the 
inauguration of a nativity scene at the 
Vatican that positioned baby Jesus on 
a keffiyeh, or Palestinian scarf – a nod 
to activists who have identified Jesus, a 
Jew born in Roman times, as a Pales-
tinian. Both incidents drew outcry from 
Jewish groups, and the nativity scene 
was removed.

Defenders of the pope said his state-
ments about the Israel-Hamas war were 
in keeping with Catholic doctrine on the 
value of peace and human life, and did 
not reflect on Francis’s commitment to 
fighting antisemitism. He also repeat-
edly called for the release of the Israeli 
hostages held by Hamas.

Indeed, a document issued last De-
cember by the American Jewish Com-
mittee, “Translate Hate,” included 
Catholic commentaries written, with the 
pope’s blessing, by the US Conference 
of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Ec-
umenical and Interreligious Affairs. The 
commentaries endorsed key post-Vati-
can II doctrine on teaching about Juda-
ism and respecting the Jews’ deep reli-
gious connection towards Israel.

Despite the disagreements, Francis 
maintained warm relations with Jewish 
leaders involved in interfaith dialogue.

“I sorrowfully mourn the death of 
Pope Francis, a towering figure in our 
time whose leadership, compassion, 
and dedication to peace transcend-
ed religious boundaries,” Rabbi Ar-
thur Schneier, who received the papal 
knighthood honor from Francis in New 
York in 2015.

The following year, Francis made his 
first appearance at Rome’s Great Syn-
agogue, marking the 50th anniversary 
of Nostra Aetate and issuing a joint call 
with Rome’s chief rabbi against reli-
gious violence.

“We are clearly living in a renewed 
era of Catholic-Jewish relations,” Rab-
bi Noam Marans, the AJC’s director of 
interreligious and intergroup relations, 
wrote in September 2017, on the eve 
of the pope’s second visit to the United 

States. “When there are disagreements, 
they are discussed and often resolved 
among friends, but even when unre-
solved, the conversation rarely devolves 
into a contretemps.”

During that visit, Jewish leaders took 
part in “Witness for Peace: A Multireli-
gious Gathering with Pope Francis” at 
the 9/11 Memorial and Museum.

Jewish groups also appreciated Fran-
cis’s frequent pleas to his followers to 
heed the lessons of the Holocaust. “The 
memory of the Shoah and its atrocious 
violence must never be forgotten,” the 
pope said in 2018 in a message through 
the Vatican’s secretary of state in Berlin. 
“It should be a constant warning for all 
of us of an obligation to reconciliation, 
of reciprocal comprehension and love 
toward our ‘elder brothers,’ the Jews.”

In 2017, Pope Francis and Rabbi 
Skorka co-authored an introduction for 
a book by three Argentine doctors about 
the Nazi medical experiments. The es-
say calls the Holocaust a “hell.”

“The human arrogance exposed 
during the Shoah was the action of peo-
ple who felt like gods, and shows the 
aberrant dimension in which we can fall 
if we forget where we came from and 
where we are going,” they wrote.

The pope’s friendship with Skorka, 
rector of the Latin American Rabbin-
ic Seminary, dated to 1997, when the 
pope, then known as Jorge Mario Ber-
goglio, became coadjutor bishop of the 
Buenos Aires archdiocese. In addition 
to collaborating in 2010 on their book 
“On Heaven and Earth,” the bishop and 
the rabbi appeared frequently together 
on Argentinian television.

In a 2013 interview with the New 
York Jewish Week, Skorka said Francis 
had a “special relationship towards Jews 
and Jewishness” and a commitment to 
Nostra Aetate.

“From a theological point of view, ac-
cording to what I spoke with him about, 
he and other important Catholic thinkers 
believe in cooperation between Jews and 
Christians in order to get a better world 
– respecting one another and sharing the 
challenge to bring more spirituality and 
justice to the world,” Skorka said.

Pope Francis was born Jorge Mario 
Bergoglio, on Dec. 17, 1936 in Buenos 
Aires. He served as archbishop of the 
Argentinian capital beginning in 1998 
and as cardinal after 2001. In contrast to 
the often-forbidding Benedict XVI, his 
immediate predecessor as pope, Bergo-
glio was said to be warm and modest, 
cooking his own meals and personally 
answering his phone.

Friendly relations with Jewish cler-
gy was a hallmark of his priesthood. 
In 2005, as archbishop of Buenos Ai-
res, Bergoglio attended Rosh Hashanah 
services at the Benei Tikva Slijot syn-
agogue in September 2007. Bergoglio 
was the first public personality to sign 

a petition for justice in the 1994 AMIA 
bombing case, in which 85 people were 
killed in a terrorist attack at a Buenos 
Aires Jewish center. In June 2010, he 
visited the rebuilt AMIA building to talk 
with Jewish leaders. In 2024, after years 
of stalled investigations and charges of 
a cover-up, an Argentinian court ruled 
that Iran directed the attack, and that it 
was carried by Hezbollah.

While he took mostly traditional 
views on issues like same-sex marriage, 
Bergoglio also had a reputation as a so-
cial reformer. Israel Singer, the former 
head of the World Jewish Congress, told 
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency soon 
after Francis’s election as pope that 

he spent time working with Bergoglio 
when the two were distributing aid to 
the poor in Buenos Aires in the early 
2000s, part of a joint Jewish-Catholic 
program called Tzedaka.

Bergoglio wrote the foreword to a book 
by Rabbi Sergio Bergman, a Buenos Aires 
legislator, and in 2012 hosted a Kristall-
nacht memorial event at the Buenos Ai-
res Metropolitan Cathedral with Rabbi 
Alejandro Avruj from the NCI-Emanuel 
World Masorti congregation.

During that visit, Bergoglio told the 
congregation that he was there to ex-
amine his heart “like a pilgrim, together 
with you, my elder brothers.”

He was 76 when he was elected to the 
papacy following the resignation of the 
German-born Benedict XVI. Francis 
was the first pope to come from outside 
Europe in more than a millennium.

He inherited a church wrestling with 
an array of challenges, including a short-
age of priests, a sexual abuse crisis and 
difficulties governing the Vatican itself.

In 2018, Francis renewed his com-
mitment to fostering relations between 
Catholics and Jews and condemning an-
tisemitism.

“Dialogue and friendship with the 
children of Israel are part of the life 
of Jesus’ disciples,” Francis wrote in 
“Evangelii Gaudium” (The Joy of the 
Gospel), described as the flagship doc-
ument of his papacy. “The friendship 
which has grown between us makes us 
bitterly and sincerely regret the terrible 
persecutions which they have endured, 
and continue to endure, especially those 
that have involved Christians.” HW

Pope...
(Continued From Page 1)
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Baron Hirsch Synagogue 
SoShuls May Luncheon

Previous SoShuls Luncheon participants enjoy good food, entertainment 
by Creative Aging and Bingo.

The MJCC Larisa and Ben Baer 
Senior Adult Club Happenings
Lunch is Monday–Friday at 11:30 a.m. All programs start at 12:15 p.m.
Monthly Luncheon is at noon.

Life Member, Multi-Million Dollar Club
Memphis Area Association of Realtors

Office 901.682.1868 • Cell 901.483.0546
shelrose@memphisrelocate.com

Sheldon Rosengarten,
Broker

REALTOR Emeritus*
*Awarded by the National Association of Realtors

for 40 Years of Service.

When you want the job DONE, call Shel-DONE!

ANOTHER Oak Run – SOLD

BOTH of these homes in Oak Run had been listed with other agents 
but they couldn’t sell them. The owners contacted me and I initiated 

my highly successful Strategic Marketing Program and…I sold 
BOTH of them! If you or someone you know is thinking of selling, 
whether it’s in Germantown’s Oak Run or elsewhere, call or email 
me for a confidential discussion and find out why people say…

1810 Riverdale   1881 Riverdale

The Scribbler 
On the Roof

By Ted Roberts
The best of 
Ted’s work — 
a collection 
of stories 
designed to 
make you 
laugh and cry.

$10.95
AVAILABLE AT LULU.COM

Baron Hirsch Synagogue’s next 
SoShuls Luncheon will be on Wednes-
day, May 7, 2025, at 12 p.m. People 
who are 64 years or older are invited to 
attend the SoShuls luncheons. You do 
not have to be a synagogue member to 
attend the SoShuls luncheons.

This month’s luncheon menu will 
include hamburgers and condiments, 
grilled onions and peppers, potato salad 
and chocolate chip cookies for dessert. 
The cost of the luncheon is $5 per per-
son. Baron Hirsch SoShuls Luncheons 
are sponsored by Elaine Miner.

Creative Aging, a local non-profit 
agency, which connects local entertain-
ers to perform at a variety of communi-
ty non-profit organizations, will provide 
the entertainment for the May SoShuls 
luncheon. This month, instead of a mu-

sical performance, the entertainer will 
be a magician, Mr. Jeffrey Day.

Great food, good company and magi-
cal entertainment are the ingredients for 
a terrific afternoon. Come join the fun at 
the May SoShuls Luncheon and enjoy 
yourself.

Alvin Steinberg will complete the 
afternoon with Bingo games following 
lunch! Bring a friend along with you to 
enjoy share the afternoon.

Please make your reservation in ad-
vance, by Monday, May 5, 2025.

Simply call 901-683-7485 to 
make your reservation or send an 
email reservation request to gwen@
baronhirsch.org. We look forward to 
having you join us for an interesting 
afternoon and a great meal! We hope to 
see you there! HW

Wednesday, April 30
Rabbi Talk with Rabbi Noach 

Karp, Director of Memphis Jewish 
Experience for the Memphis Kollel

Topic: What’s up with The Beard?
You may figure from the title that Rab-

bi Karp’s talks are not the typical ones 
you hear. Rabbi Karp always brings a 
fun and informative topic to his remarks 
at the MJCC! Come listen, learn and en-
joy a session with this engaging rabbi. 
There is a reservation needed for the 
lunch but not the rabbi’s talk. We hope 
to see you here.

Monday, May 5
Rabbi Talk with Rabbi Yosef Bra-

ha, Rosh Kollel and Director of Oper-
ations of the Memphis Kollel

Topic: Ask the Rabbi
Rabbi Braha’s talks are always one 

of the highlights for the speaker series. 
Bring all your Jewish questions and 
queries that you have been wondering 
about, but maybe, were afraid to ask. 
No questions too tough! Rabbi Braha 
always has a nice, and sometimes hu-
morous answer. Have a nice lunch and 
an informative afternoon.

Wednesday, May 7
Field Trip to Baron Hirsch Syna-

gogue for their Monthly Luncheon. 
The bus will take the group from the 

MJCC to Baron Hirsch and bring the 
group back to the MJCC following the 
lunch. Baron Hirsch also has entertain-
ment provided by Creative Aging and 
Bingo following the entertainment. We 
will also pick up those who need it and  
live around the MJCC. Call Steve Ka-
plan for more information at 901-259-
9220.

Please join us Monday through Friday 
for a delicious kosher lunch from the 
kitchens at Memphis Jewish Home & 
Rehab. The cost is only $2 for seniors. 
Reservations are required the day before 
by 1 p.m. by contacting Steve Kaplan, 
Adult Services Coordinator, at 901-
259-9220 or stevekaplan@jccmemphis.
org or by calling the front desk at 901-
761-0810. Steve works Monday through 
Thursday 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. HW 

Rabbi Noach Karp

Rabbi Yosef Braha
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Al Gore Compares Trump Admin 
to Nazi Germany

SERVICES AVAILABLE 
• Driver—Courteous and reliable person to take 
you anywhere you need to go in Memphis and sur-
rounding areas: Dr’s appointments, Shopping, Er-
rands, Airport.  Available weekdays and weekends.

• House Sitting and Dog Sitting—
Responsible adult available to stay with your dogs 
while you are away.  I love dogs!

Contact Rick Danzig: 901-337-6009

For years, we’ve seen patients take 
over-the-counter supplements without 
fully understanding their effects. Many 
rely on social media or word-of-mouth 
recommendations without considering 
the science behind them. Knowing how 
to choose, take and monitor supple-
ments can help you maximize their ben-
efits while minimizing potential risks.

How are Supplements Regulated?
The Food and Drug Administration 

(FDA) regulates dietary supplements 
differently than prescription medica-
tions. Since they fall under the category 
of food, manufacturers can introduce 
products they believe are safe without 
prior FDA approval. However, the FDA 
can only intervene after a product has 
been on the market and has been shown 
to cause harm.

When Do You Need to Supplement?
A well-balanced diet – rich in lean 

proteins, whole grains, fruits, vegeta-
bles and non-fat dairy – often provides 
the essential nutrients you need, making 
supplementation unnecessary for most 
people. However, certain medical con-
ditions or deficiencies may require addi-
tional support, including:

Post-surgical needs – Patients who 
have undergone bariatric surgery often 
require supplementation.

Bone health support – Calcium and 
vitamin D are essential for maintaining 
strong bones.

Digestive health – Probiotics and di-
gestive enzymes can help support gut 

health.
Pregnancy – Prenatal vitamins, in-

cluding folic acid, are crucial for mater-
nal and fetal health.

Vitamin B12 deficiency and Iron De-
ficiency Anemia – Patients can check 
for deficiency with a simple lab test.

How to Choose the Right Supple-
ment

Opt for brands that undergo third-par-
ty testing from organizations like the 
United States Pharmacopeia (USP) or 
NSF International.

Avoid supplements containing artifi-
cial additives, fillers or excessively high 
dosages.

Watch for Side Effects
Common side effects of supplements 

include nausea, stomach discomfort and 
headaches. If you experience severe 
reactions, such as an allergic response, 
stop taking the supplement and seek 
medical attention if needed.

Final Thoughts
Be cautious of bold claims on social 

media. While testimonials may make 
supplements seem like miracle cures, 
their effectiveness varies from person to 
person. Some supplements provide real 
health benefits but understanding when 
and why to take them is key to making 
informed decisions.

Always consult a healthcare provid-
er and pay attention to how your body 
responds to ensure you’re getting the 
benefits you need while minimizing 
risks. HW

Your Health

By Cindy Katz, DNP

Understanding Dietary 
Supplements: What You 
Need to Know

Memphis Brooks Museum 
of Art Unnveils A Flash of 
Sun

On April 17, the Memphis Brooks 
Museum of Art unveiled A Flash of 
Sun, a vibrant new outdoor installation 
by Memphis-based artist Khara Woods 
to kick off the third year of its Summer 
Art Garden series. Positioned promi-
nently on the museum’s front plaza, A 
Flash of Sun transforms the space into a 
radiant landscape of geometric patterns, 
saturated color and light-responsive ma-
terials. Woods’ design invites guests to 
slow down, soak up the sun and experi-
ence a Memphis summer in full artistic 
bloom. The work will remain on view 
until October 20.

“I wanted to create something that 
felt alive – something that shifts with 
the light and echoes the energy of the 
people who gather here,” said Woods. 
“The Summer Art Garden is about cele-
bration, warmth and connection.”

The Summer Art Garden series has 
become a signature of the Memphis 
Brooks Museum of Art’s warm-weather 
season – an ever-evolving celebration of 
color, creativity and community. Over 
the six-month run of A Flash of Sun, the 
museum plaza will host a wide range of 
summer programming, making it a des-
tination not only for art lovers but for 
music fans, foodies and families alike. 
Highlights include:

Memphis Art & Fashion Week 2025 
Runway Afterparty: Friday, May 9 

Qemist Presents: A Summer Art Gar-
den Celebration: Wednesday, June 12

Ongoing live DJs and musicians will 
activate the plaza throughout the sum-
mer

Guests are invited to order seasonal 
food and beverage offerings from the 
museum’s café, including charcuterie 
boxes and sandwiches by Feast and 
Graze (feastandgraze.com), and enjoy 
them in the immersive outdoor setting. 
Admission to the installation is free.

The Summer Art Garden is present-
ed by the museum’s Art Now Collec-
tive, which actively collaborates with 
the museum to provide a platform for 
emerging creatives and supports the 
museum in investing in key works of art 
by local artists. Art Now is sponsored by 
Tate and Webb Wilson.

Extending the installation’s design 
language into wearable, giftable form, 

Khara Woods has created a limited-edi-
tion capsule collection, available for 
purchase individually in the museum 
store and via Instagram. The collection 
includes:

Bucket Hat: Featuring Woods’ signa-
ture tile-like motifs, this lightweight hat 
offers both style and protection, making 
it an ideal companion for sunny days on 
the plaza or around town.

Frisbee: Adorned with swirling pat-
terns reminiscent of the installation’s 
dynamic forms, this frisbee is perfect 
for playful afternoons in the park or on 
the museum grounds.

Koozie: Keep your summer beverag-
es cool with this stylish koozie, embla-
zoned with designs that echo the exhi-
bition’s rhythmic patterns and vibrant 
color palette.

Collectible Postcard Set: A series of 
postcards featuring abstract compo-
sitions from the installation, ideal for 
sending a note and inviting friends to 
the Summer Art Garden.

Each piece is infused with the aesthet-
ic of A Flash of Sun, making it possible 
for the Art Garden’s visitors to carry a 
piece of summer with them everywhere.

About the Artist
Khara Woods is a multidisciplinary 

artist and graphic designer based in 
Memphis, Tenn. Her studio practice 
includes abstract geometric paintings, 
wood assemblage and public art proj-
ects, including murals and community 
engagement initiatives. Her work has 
recently been exhibited at Sheet Cake 
Gallery and Crosstown Arts in Mem-
phis, Red 225 Gallery in Nashville, the 
Hilliard Art Museum at the University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette, and the Bev-
erly + Sam Ross Gallery at Christian 
Brothers University in Memphis.

About the Summer Art Garden
Now in its third year, the Summer Art 

Garden is a seasonal initiative from the 
Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, turn-
ing the museum’s front plaza into an 
evolving public art installation space. 
Past installations include Summer Art 
Garden (2022) by Kong Wee Pang and 
Creatures of Paradise (2023) by Banana 
Plastik. The series reflects the museum’s 
mission to create joy through the power 
of art. HW

(JNS) – Former vice president and 
presidential candidate Al Gore com-
pared the Trump administration to Nazi 
Germany during an event marking the 
start of San Francisco’s Climate Week 
last Monday, Politico reported.

Gore, speaking before roughly 150 
attendees and policymakers, stated the 
Trump administration was “insisting on 
trying to create their own preferred ver-

sion of reality,” similar to Adolf Hitler 
and the Nazi Party.

“I understand very well why it is 
wrong to compare Adolf Hitler’s Third 
Reich to any other movement,” Gore 
said. “It was uniquely evil, full stop. I 
get it. But there are important lessons 
from the history of that emergent evil.

“We’ve already seen, by the way, how 
populist authoritarian leaders have used 
migrants as scapegoats and have fanned 
the fires of xenophobia to fuel their 
own rise of power,” he continued. “And 
power-seeking is what this is all about. 
Our constitution, written by our found-
ers, is intended to protect us against a 
threat identical to Donald Trump.”

Billionaire entrepreneur Elon Musk, 
who was named an advisor and special 
government employee under the Trump 
administration, was seen performing a 
gesture that many have claimed was a 
Nazi salute during an inauguration cel-
ebration in January. However, the ac-
tuality of the gesture has been widely 
debated. HW

Al Gore, former vice president, 
speaks at the Global Climate 
Action Summit in San Francisco, 
Calif., August 2018. Credit: 
Nikki Ritcher Photography via 
Wikimedia Commons.
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It’s Official: Southeast Florida’s Jewish Population is 
Growing – and Getting Younger

Watch Them Thrive with In-Home Care
The specially trained caregivers at Comfort Keepers pro-
vide meaningful, in-home care so seniors can live inde-
pendently. From providing companionship to caring for 
those with dementia, we’re here to help your loved one 
thrive and give you peace of mind.

In-Home
Care Services

• Personal care

• Companionship and 
   housekeeping

• Dementia and 
   Alzheimer’s care

• Respite care

• Safety solutions

901-207-8209
Home + Life + Care | ComfortKeepers.com

Comfort Keepers of the Mid-South, 5668 S Rex Rd #200, Memphis, Tennessee 38119

© 2022 CK Franchising, Inc. An international network where most offices are independently owned and operated.
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4899 Summer Ave. Suite 104
Memphis, TN 38122
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mobile: 901-233-2921
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(JTA) – Picture a Jew in Miami.
Is the person you’re thinking of old-

er? Perhaps a retiree from New York – 
complete with the accent – who lives in 

a condo on the beach?
According to a recent Jewish popu-

lation study of Miami-Dade County, at 
least part of that snapshot is becoming 

outdated. The southeast corner of the 
Sunshine State is growing – and getting 
younger.

The new document, released last 
Monday and titled “Jewish Miami: A 
2024 Community Study,” found that 
the Jewish population of Miami-Dade 
County had grown by 7% in the past de-
cade, adding nearly 8,000 people for a 
total figure of 130,100.

That increase, the study found, is 
being driven by youth. While the adult 
population grew by 5%, the number of 
Jewish children grew by 13%.

The study helps quantify a Jewish 
boom that has burgeoned in southern 
Florida in recent years. In the wake of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the area saw 
a large influx of Orthodox Jews, in line 
with an overall spike in Florida’s pop-
ulation.

In that vein, the study found that 
South Florida’s Jewish population 
skews more Orthodox than the rest of 

the U.S. Jewish population. 13% of 
Jews in the county identify as Orthodox 
compared to 9% nationally.

The study covers just Miami-Dade 
and does not include other heavily Jew-
ish areas in the region, such as Palm 
Beach County. It was commissioned by 
the Greater Miami Jewish Federation.

“We are excited about the many areas 
of growth, particularly in the Central re-
gion, where so many young adults are 
participating in Jewish life and commu-
nity,” Federation CEO Scott Kaufman 
told the Miami Herald. He said the 
study “shines a light on a bright future 
for Jewish Miami.”

But retirees looking to find a home in 
Miami-Dade will still have company: 
The study found that the county’s Jew-
ish community is older, on average, than 
in other states. Miami-Dade’s Jewish 
adults have a median age of 59, com-
pared to a median Jewish adult age of 49 
nationwide. HW

Rare Parrots Stolen from 
Jerusalem Biblical Zoo

(JNS) – Thieves broke into the Jeru-
salem Biblical Zoo early last Thursday, 
stealing six rare parrots and about 20 
lorikeets in what officials suspect was 
a targeted wildlife trafficking operation.

“This was a professional job. They 
knew what to take,” said zoo director 
Sigalit Hertz.

The birds were part of international 
breeding programs aimed at conserv-
ing endangered species. Their loss is a 
major setback to global conservation 
efforts.

Police and the Israel Nature and Parks 
Authority are investigating. The zoo, 
located in the Malha neighborhood, is 
calling on the public for tips that could 
help locate the stolen birds. HW

By Grace Gilson

Miami Beach was the most popular destination for Passover 2021. 
Credit: Envato

Lorikeet parrots seen at the Jerusalem Biblical Zoo on July 2, 2013. 
Credit: Miriam Alster/Flash90.

The pre-dawn theft 
is a major setback to 
conservation efforts.
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(JTA) – American conservative pundit 
Ben Shapiro, former Israeli hostage Em-
ily Damari and NBA player Deni Avdija 
have all been invited to light torches at 
Israel’s Independence Day ceremony.

Shapiro, who has shown staunch 
support for Israel and its government 
to his millions of followers on X and 
YouTube, was chosen by Israeli Trans-
port Minister Miri Regev following the 
recommendations of a public advisory 
committee.

“Ben Shapiro is one of Israel’s great-
est supporters in the world,” Regev said 
in a statement. “Throughout his media 
career – and especially since the start of 
the war – he has demonstrated unwaver-
ing support for Israel, its right to self-de-
fense and the justice of its cause.”

The ceremony is a centerpiece of Is-
rael’s observance of Independence Day, 
or Yom Haatzmaut, and being chosen to 
bear a torch is considered an elite honor. 
A Diaspora Jew was included in the cer-
emony for the first time in 2017.

Shapiro, the Orthodox Jewish found-
er of the conservative outlet The Daily 
Wire, was warmly received during his 
first speech in Israel in 2022, when he 
warned against importing “woke cul-
ture” to a packed crowd in Tel Aviv.

But while he has his fans in Israel, his 
hard-line stances against abortion rights 
and past homophobic statements, which 
include calling homosexuality and 
transgender identity a mental illness, 
have caused some in Israel to decry his 
inclusion in the ceremony.

“You can’t whitewash misogyny and 
LGBTQ hatred just because the person 
who expressed it supports Israel,” the 
Israeli LGBTQ advocacy organization 
Aguda said in a post on X. “This choice 
erases us, and it shames the ceremo-
ny, the country, and the values around 
which we are all supposed to unite.”

The Israel Women’s Network also 
condemned the appointment in a post 
on X, writing, “Ben Shapiro, the man 
who claims that women who have 
abortions are ‘baby killers,’ should not 
be lighting a torch on Independence 
Day. It’s not an honor, it’s an insult to 
women in Israel.”

And Gilad Kariv, a Reform rabbi and 
member of Knesset, denounced Regev’s 
choice, saying on X that there were 
many better choices to represent the 
Diaspora than “a controversial, polar-
izing and divisive figure who has come 
out against the gay community, against 
the State of Israel’s investment in lib-
eral communities in the Jewish world, 
against women’s right to their own bod-
ies, and against every American Jew 
who supported the Democratic Party 
(3/4 of American Jewry).”

The theme of Israel’s 77th Indepen-
dence Day is “Bridges of Hope” and 
comes a year after a somber ceremony 
that included only survivors and first 
responders from Hamas’ Oct. 7, 2023, 
attack on the country. The ceremony 
was prerecorded to head off possible 
protests against the government over its 
failure to secure a deal to return the re-
maining hostages in Gaza.

Some of the hostages who have 
since been freed were selected for this 

year’s ceremony. Damari and Eli Shar-
abi, who were released from captivity 
earlier this year during a two-month 
ceasefire, will also light torches, Regev 
announced.

Damari, whose injured hand, which 
resembles a “rock on” emoji and “I 
love you” in American sign language, 
became an instant symbol of the move-
ment to free the remaining hostages 
when she was rescued in January.

Avdija, whose success in the NBA has 
made him a point of pride for Israelis at 
home and abroad, was chosen because 
of the example he is setting for Israelis, 
Regev said.

Other torch bearers announced so far 
are less famous but represent Israeli so-
ciety and those who have contributed 
to it, including IDF officers, a 90-year-
old woman who has knit clothing for 
soldiers, and the relatives of soldiers 
killed in Gaza. The list also includes 
Rachel Edri, who gained fame for sur-
viving Oct. 7 after offering cookies to 
her Hamas captors.

At least one person has declined to 
light a torch, citing Israel’s current po-
litical situation, with the government 
enmeshed in scandal and 59 hostages 
remaining in Gaza.

“The torch-lighting ceremony is a 
state ceremony, but this period is not 
statesmanlike,” Yarden Arazi, an Israe-
li singer, wrote on Instagram to explain 
why she was turning down an honor she 
had initially been excited to receive. “I 
am hurting and hope for better, more 
unified days when statesmanship will 
once again be a leading value in Israeli 
public life.” HW

Ben Shapiro, Emily Damari Among Torch Lighters 
for Israel’s Independence Day Ceremony

Conservative pundit Ben Shapiro speaks during a conference of Israeli 
conservatives in Tel Aviv, July 20, 2022. Courtesy of Nadav Cohen 
Jonathan
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You Actually Don’t Have to Wish 
Jews a Happy Passover, IKEA

This originally appeared on HeyAl-
ma, reprinted with permission.

There are a few things a girl like me 
expects from IKEA. I expect that IKEA 
will be affordable. I expect that my 
partner and I will be able to assemble 
IKEA furniture without the dissolution 
of our relationship. And I expect that the 
names of said IKEA furniture will have 
many, many vowels. What I do not ex-
pect is that IKEA will wish a girl like me 
(read: a Jew) a happy Passover.

And yet, that is what IKEA did last 
month. Or, at least, they tried.

[On April 12], the IKEA USA Insta-
gram account shared a photo with the 
caption: “Wishing everyone a joyous 
Passover filled with love, family, and de-
licious memories.” The picture in ques-
tion features a tablescape with *checks 
notes* what appears to be a blueberry 
cobbler, cream, glasses of water and a 
mug of coffee. So is that a matzah meal 
crust or…?

The post didn’t get quite as much 
traction as a certain Hallmark Instagram 
post, but quite a few Jewish Instagram 
users (including actor Jonah Platt) cri-
tiqued IKEA in the comments section. 

By Grace Gilson

“Nothing says ‘we know Jewish holi-
days’ like using the exact kind of food 
we don’t eat on this specific holiday in 
your post!,” one wrote. Another joke, 
“Ah yes, the traditional Passover blue-
berry pie, just as they had in the desert.”

If I may be bold enough to add a 
fifth question: What are we doing here, 
IKEA?

Here’s the thing. Jew to Scandina-
vian multinational conglomerate, allow 
me to say: You don’t actually have to 
wish Jews a Happy Passover. It’s OK. 
I am happy to receive Passover wishes 
from my family and friends, and endure 
Jewish Star Capitalism when it actually 
makes sense for that to be happening. I 
anticipate I will see a social media post 
about Passover from companies like 
Manischewitz and Kedem, because, 
duh. I won’t even bat an eyelash at 
Hallmark attempting a Passover post 
because sharing holiday wishes is their 
whole thing.

But my Passover will not be made or 
broken by the acknowledgment from 
a Swedish chair company, because my 
assumption is that most Nordic peo-
ples don’t really know what it is. And 
clearly, the good (non-Jewish) people of 
IKEA don’t! And now because of this 
weird Passover post, I’ve done enough 
Googling about IKEA to know that its 
founder Ingvar Kamprad low-key had 
Nazi ties. So like, once again, what are 
we doing here, IKEA?

Shows of solidarity are important, but 
in the future, maybe just stick with Ha-
nukkah, IKEA. In exchange, I promise 
I will not try to wish you a merry Gus-
tavus Adolphus Day. HW

By Evelyn Frick

So is that a matzah meal blueberry cobbler or...?

Design by Avital Dayanim
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The Invitation Said, ‘No Jews.’ The Response from 
Campus Officials, at Least, Was Real.
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Diplomates of the American Board of 
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Dr. Matthew Breit  
Dr. John C. Swearingen 

Call 901-286-5063
www.midsouthok.com

Adult Karate Classes 
with 

Sensei Wendy Cohen

Classes held at
Tri State Martial Arts 
Center in the Walmart 
Plaza in Collierville

Karate and Self Defense That’s Right For You

By Grace Gilson

A flyer for a fake party posted online by a former SCAD student included 
the instructions “No Jews.” (Screenshot)

(JTA) – Jewish leaders in Savannah, 
Georgia, snapped into action last Friday 
after seeing a social media post with a 
flyer for a party that included an appar-
ently antisemitic message.

The flyer purported to invite students 
at the Savannah College of Art and De-
sign (SCAD) to a party that included a 
list of instructions for the affair written 
in micrographic form – within letters 
spelling out the phrase “No Jews.”

When it first began circulating, Jew-
ish leaders on campus and in the local 
community quickly decried it and called 
for action.

“We are proud as the Jewish commu-

nity of SCAD and will not feel safe if 
nothing is done,” said SCAD Hillel in 
an Instagram post.

“We are deeply disturbed and sad-
dened by the antisemitic incident that 
occurred at SCAD where a party invita-
tion stated that no Jews were welcome,” 
said Chabad of Savannah, where many 
Jewish SCAD students affiliate, in a 
post on Instagram. “This type of hate 
has no place on campus in our commu-
nity or anywhere in society.”

And the Savannah Jewish Federation 
condemned the incident, writing in a 
post on Instagram that it was working 
with school officials and police on a re-

sponse.
“At this juncture, our priorities are 

the welfare of the Jewish community,” 
the federation’s post read. “Appropriate 
disciplinary measures, and education to 
ensure Jewish students understand the 
nature and history of antisemitism and 
why such an invitation is beyond the 
pale.”

The incident landed amid high alert 
about antisemitism on college campus-
es. The Anti-Defamation League tally-
ing an unprecedented number of inci-
dents it deemed antisemitic last year, 
largely related to protest against Israel’s 
war in Gaza, and the Trump administra-
tion is levying steep penalties on schools 
it says did not adequately protect Jewish 
students.

But soon, it became clear that the 
person who posted the original image 
was not a SCAD student, meaning that 
there was no new instance of campus 
antisemitism in this case.

“There was no party,” said Rabbi 
Zalman Refson, co-director of Chabad 
of Savannah. “It was clearly just, ob-
viously, just to either show his disdain 
for the Jewish community, or he’s going 
through a mental episode, and we’re not 
quite sure just yet.”

The person behind the post was not 
enrolled at SCAD, and the school found 
no evidence of the party or signage dis-
criminating against Jewish students, 
SCAD said in an emailed statement.

“The investigation is ongoing to 
confirm that no current member of the 
SCAD community was involved in the 
creation of the social media post or 
related activities,” the statement said. 
“SCAD leadership is reaching out to 
students, faculty, and staff who have 
been affected by the social media post 
to offer support and resources.”

And the federation issued an updated 
statement, thanking SCAD’s adminis-
tration for its “swift action” and noting 
that national Jewish groups had also 
stepped in.

“The Savannah Jewish Federation 
appreciates the swift action of SCAD 
administration and their commitment to 
the continued safety and security of all 
students,” the post read. “We also want 
to express our deep appreciation for the 
many National Jewish organizations 
and elected officials who have offered 
their support during this process.”

Because the student had withdrawn in 
the fall, it is unclear what action, if any, 
can be taken against them for the offen-
sive post, Refson said.

“There’s a lot of outside parties, like a 
lot of outside aggravators, who are stir-
ring up a lot of the hate, which seems to 
be the case in other schools as well,” he 
said. “We hope that he comes to his sens-
es in some way, and nothing illegal was 
done. So it’s hard to penalize, but we do 
know that if he was at SCAD, he would 
have been expelled instantly.” HW

DEADLINE FOR STORIES AND ADS
WEDNESDAY AT 5 P.M.

WE ARE HAPPY TO ACCEPT YOUR 
STORIES IN ADVANCE.
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Cancer Happens: Insurance Can Help Fortify Your Finances
Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director - Investments, Wells Fargo Advisors
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Cancer diagnosis rates are on the rise, 
especially for younger people under age 
55. Meanwhile, U.S. death rates from 
cancer fell by one-third between 1991 
and 2021, largely due to early detec-
tion, effective treatments, and declines 
in smoking.1

Although it’s scary to consider the pos-
sibility of a cancer diagnosis, it might be 
helpful to prepare for the financial im-
plications. Even with health insurance, 
today’s advanced cancer treatments can 
be very costly. And for self-employed 
individuals or workers who don’t have 
paid sick leave, taking time off for med-
ical appointments or because they are 
not feeling well could make it difficult 
to cover their families’ living expenses.

The Affordable Care Act made it ille-
gal for insurers to deny coverage due to 
a pre-existing condition such as cancer, 
so losing access to health insurance is 
no longer the major concern that it used 
to be. However, some other types of in-
surance tend to be much more expensive 
and might even be impossible for a can-
cer survivor to obtain. Having at least 
one of the following policies in place 
before you are diagnosed could help sta-
bilize your finances — so that you and 
your family have one less thing to worry 
about as you fight against cancer.

Disability income insurance
Disability benefits could replace a 

percentage of your lost income if you 
are unable to work during cancer treat-
ment or recovery (up to policy limits). 
If your employer pays for disability in-
come insurance, it’s probably a short-
term policy and may provide benefits 
for just three to 12 months.

A long-term disability income insur-

ance policy provides extended coverage 
that may last for as long as cancer sub-
stantially impairs your ability to work 
(up to retirement age). Private disability 
income insurance usually offers more 
comprehensive benefits than Social 
Security or state disability programs. 
Individually owned disability income 
insurance policies may offer the most 
coverage (at a greater cost), followed by 
group policies obtained through an em-
ployer or association.

Critical illness insurance
Critical illness insurance will pay you 

a lump sum if you become ill from — 
and then survive — certain illnesses or 
injuries, including life-threatening can-
cer. You can use the tax-free lump sum 
for whatever you want, whether it’s re-
lated to your illness or not.

It’s vital that you understand exactly 
what is covered (or not covered), which 
will be outlined in the policy. For exam-
ple, what does the insurance company 
consider to be a life-threatening cancer? 
If you have a family history of a certain 
type of cancer, will the policy exclude 
that illness? Are there pre-existing con-
dition limitations? Does the monthly 
premium increase as you get older? Fi-
nally, be aware that if you own one of 
these policies and never get sick, you 
won’t get any money back.

 Screenings Save Lives
The ages to begin screening for breast 

and colorectal cancers have been low-
ered in recent years. These guidelines 
are for people at average risk. Individ-
uals with a family history of cancer or 
other known risk factors may be advised 
to undergo more thorough screenings 
and/or genetic testing.

(for long-term smokers)*
*A 20-year history of smoking one pack of cigarettes daily, including those who have quit in 

the last 15 years
Source: U.S. Preventive Services Task Force, 2024

 Life insurance
If your life insurance policy has a critical illness rider, you may be eligible to receive 

some or all of the death benefit when you are diagnosed with an illness specified in the 
policy, which commonly includes cancer. You can use the tax-free proceeds however 
you wish, and any remaining death benefit will go to your beneficiaries.

Otherwise, you can typically borrow from any permanent life insurance policy that 
has accumulated a cash value. If you can’t repay the loan in full before your death, the 
balance will be subtracted from the proceeds that are payable to your beneficiaries.

The cost and availability of life insurance depend on factors such as age, health, and 
the type and amount of insurance purchased. Before implementing a strategy involving 
life insurance, it would be prudent to make sure that you are insurable. Optional benefit 
riders are available for an additional fee and are subject to contractual terms, conditions, 
and limitations as outlined in the policy. Any guarantees are contingent on the financial 
strength and claims-paying ability of the insurance company.

A complete statement of coverage, including exclusions, exceptions, and limitations, 
is found only in the disability income insurance policy. It should be noted that carriers 
have the discretion to raise their rates and remove their products from the marketplace.

1) American Cancer Society, 2024

This information is not intended as tax, legal, investment, or retirement advice or recommen-
dations, and it may not be relied on for the purpose of avoiding any federal tax penalties. You are 
encouraged to seek guidance from an independent tax or legal professional. The content is derived 
from sources believed to be accurate. Neither the information presented nor any opinion expressed 
constitutes a solicitation for the purchase or sale of any security. This material was written and 
prepared by Broadridge Advisor Solutions. © 2025 Broadridge Financial Solutions, Inc.
Investment and Insurance Products are:
Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Federal Government Agency
Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of, or Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any Bank Affiliate
Subject to Investment Risks, Including Possible Loss of the Principal Amount Invested HW

Type of cancer		    Screening	 When to begin	 Frequency
Breast (women)	    Mammogram	 Age 40	      	 Every other year
Colorectal (men&women) Colonoscopy	 Age 45		  Every 10 years
Cervical (women)	     Pap test	 Age 21		  Every three years
Lung (men & women)	     Low-dose	 Age 50		  Annually
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Could Changes at the FDA Call 
the Kosher Status of Milk into 
Question? Many are Asking.

Temple Israel Launches New 
High School Program: TI 
CHAI to Inspire and Connect 
Teens

Temple Israel is introducing an in-
novative new high school program to 
provide diverse pathways for Jewish en-
gagement. Temple Israel has unveiled a 
groundbreaking new program designed 
to meet teens where they are in their 
journey. With an emphasis on flexibility 
and meaningful participation, the ini-
tiative aims to empower students to ex-
plore their Jewish identity in ways that 
resonate with them.

The new program offers three distinct 
pathways, ensuring every teen can find 
a level of involvement that suits their 
interests and commitments.

Social Engagement:
The program offers a calendar of 

events that foster community and con-
nection. Offerings, including study 
groups, watch parties, grade-level Shab-
bats, a Chanukah party, a Memphis 
Grizzlies game, a trip to Washington DC 
and more, are in store for those looking 
to connect to other Jewish teens.

Judaics For You, By You
For those eager to deepen their en-

gagement, monthly Wednesday ses-
sions provide additional opportunities 
for learning, discussion and connection. 
These gatherings allow teens to explore 
Jewish traditions, values and contem-
porary issues in a welcoming space. 
During these sessions, students will en-
gage with Judaic content and work in 

groups to present lessons to their peers 
through hands-on experiences.

L’Dor V’Dor Internship
Temple Israel is also proud to intro-

duce the L’Dor V’Dor Internship, a 
micro-internship designed to provide 
40 hours of hands-on, impactful en-
gagement throughout the year. Meet-
ing twice a month on Wednesdays and 
once a month on Sundays, this leader-
ship-focused experience allows interns 
to apply Jewish concepts in real-world 
scenarios, develop essential skills and 
gain invaluable experience in pro-
gram planning. In addition to being 
role models for younger generations, 
interns can earn hours toward college 
credit at select institutions, making this 
an outstanding resume-building oppor-
tunity.

Temple Israel’s new high school pro-
gram reflects a deep commitment to the 
continued development of Jewish iden-
tity within our teens. With multiple ways 
to get involved, every student can grow, 
learn and lead in a way that aligns with 
their personal journey. This is more than 
a program – it’s a gateway to lifelong 
friendships, leadership development 
and a stronger connection to Jewish 
identity. For information on enrollment 
and program details, visit Temple Isra-
el’s website (timemphis.org) or contact 
the education department directly. HW

In this photo illustration, Froot 
Loops are on display on Nov. 22, 
2024, in Miami, Florida. Robert 
F. Kennedy has said that he is 
concerned that Froot Loops along 
with other processed foods are 
a potential health danger for 
consumers. Credit: Joe Raedle/
Getty Images

By Philissa Cramer
(JTA) – As soon as news broke last 

week that the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration was suspending federal testing 
of commercially produced milk, the Or-
thodox Union’s hotline lit up.

The flood of inquiries was “off the 
hook … crazy: emails, calls, WhatsApp, 
everything,” said Rabbi Avrohom 
Gordimer, chair of the dairy committee 
at O.U. Kosher, the most recognizable 
kosher certifier in the United States.

The callers were all anxious about 
the potential implications of the policy 
change on the kosher status of milk. 
Since 1954, most kosher-keeping Amer-
ican Jews have relied on an influential 
rabbi’s determination that government 
oversight of milk production is suffi-
cient to render commercially produced 
milk kosher.

The rabbi, Moshe Feinstein, was deal-
ing with an age-old problem of Jewish 
law when he made his ruling.

According to halacha, or tradition-
al Jewish law, milk is only kosher if it 
comes from a kosher animal. One way 
to ensure that is the case is to consume 
only milk produced in a facility where 
Jews oversee every step of the process 
– relatively easy to accomplish in the 
pre-modern world, but less practical in 
the contemporary United States.

Feinstein – considered one of the 
most important Jewish legal authori-
ties of the 20th century – addressed the 
challenge by ruling that government 
regulations could effectively take the 
place of some aspects of Jewish super-
vision. Because the U.S. government 
both requires that only cow’s milk be 
called milk, and because inspectors are 
regularly dispatched to milk production 
facilities to ensure that all legal require-
ments are upheld, Jews could assume 
that commercial milk does not contain 
milk from non-kosher animals, Fein-
stein concluded.

His opinion was so decisive and piv-
otal that the Orthodox Union cites it on 
its landing page for queries about milk. 
But what happens if the federal govern-
ment overhauls or abandons its over-
sight of milk?

Nothing, at least for now. That’s what 
Gordimer and his team have concluded 
after seeking to understand just what has 
changed at the FDA.

“This development has no impact 
whatsoever on the kosher status of ‘cha-
lav stam’ (regular commercial milk) that 
Rabbi Feinstein permitted in the US, as 
the primary oversight of farms and dairy 
factories is performed by state govern-
ments; the FDA is a mere secondary 
body for this purpose,” he said by email.

What’s more, Gordimer said, the test-

ing that Kennedy suspended is meant 
only to detect certain contaminants 
and prohibited additives. Physical in-
spections, which he said are continuing 
uninterrupted, are different, and key to 
Feinstein’s ruling.

“There has been no change in inspec-
tions, which are ongoing,” Gordimer 
said.

Plus, the law prohibiting anything 
other than cow’s milk being sold as 
“milk” remains on the books.

Still, the reports about changes have 
prompted concerns from kosher con-
sumers. “Are we seeing the first step in 
the end of chalav stam…” one person 
asked in the Facebook group Great Ko-
sher Restaurant Foodies.

Some Jews have rejected Feinstein’s 
opinion and instead limited their con-
sumption to cholov yisroel milk, which 
is overseen by Jews throughout the pro-
duction process. But it tends to be hard-
er to find and more expensive.

A kosher-keeping critic of President 
Donald Trump tweeted about the regu-
latory changes, “If I have to go cholov 
yisroel because of Tronald Dump my 
head might explode.”

Even as OU Kosher – as well as 
health experts – says the current chang-
es are no cause for concern, the scaling 
back of milk testing offers an early sign 
that kosher supervisors will need to pay 
attention to sweeping changes under-
way under the Trump administration. 
Trump’s secretary of health, Robert F. 
Kennedy Jr., has broad and unorthodox 
views on a number of topics and has 
promised to shake up everything from 
fluoridation in water to vaccines to food 
additives.

Last week, he announced plans to ban 
synthetic food dyes. Mounting concerns 
about synthetic dyes, which are widely 
used in commercial food production, 
have caused producers to turn to natural 
alternatives – such as cochineal extract, 
a derivative from parasitic bugs that is a 
powerful substitute for red dyes.

Cochineal extract, called carmine, is 
not kosher, meaning that kosher super-
visors may need to retract certification 
of some items if their producers opt to 
replace synthetic reds with it. That hap-
pened with some forms of Tums, the 
heartburn relief medication, in recent 
years, according to a 2021 alert from 
the Chicago Rabbinical Council, which 
like the OU certifies products and offers 
guidance to kosher consumers.

But it’s also possible that producers 
will keep kosher-keeping customers in 
mind as they adjust to Kennedy’s de-
crees. Paulaur, which produces sprin-
kles and other food toppings, recently 
dropped its use of Red 3, a synthetic 
dye, the Wall Street Journal reported last 
month – but turned to beetroot juice and 
purple sweet potatoes as coloring agents 
so it could continue to sell kosher prod-
ucts. HW

Kosher milk production in the 
United States has largely relied on 
government oversight as a crucial 
component. Credit: Getty Images
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Chairman of ‘Jewish Nobel’ Stan Polovets Hails Non-
Jewish Laureate’s Extraordinary Support for Israel and 
Jewish People

(JTA) – When Argentina’s president 
Javier Milei was named in mid-January 
as the recipient of this year’s Genesis 
Prize, it marked the first time the $1 mil-
lion annual award, sometimes called the 
“Jewish Nobel,” was given to someone 
who isn’t Jewish.

Stan Polovets, co-founder and chair-
man of the Genesis Prize Foundation, 
recently sat down for an interview to dis-
cuss this seemingly unorthodox choice, 
the dramatic changes Milei is making to 
his country’s ties with Israel and Milei’s 
own relationship with Judaism.

Why are you giving this high-pro-
file Jewish prize to a Catholic?

We realize this laureate choice may 
come across as unusual. It’s the first 
time the selection committee has award-
ed the prize to a non-Jew, or to a head 
of state.

But there’s a uniquely compelling 
case to make for President Milei. He’s 
been publicly, unequivocally supportive 
of Israel at this difficult time, steering 
Argentina on a firmly pro-Israel course 
even as Israel came under international 
criticism for its response to the October 
7th attack.

Although President Milei was raised 
Catholic, he has strong personal Jew-
ish connections. He studies Torah reg-
ularly, attends prayer services, placed a 
mezuzah on his office doorpost, and has 
made four visits to the grave of the late 
Lubavitcher Rebbe, Menachem Mendel 
Schneerson, to pray for guidance.

Milei has said that he plans to con-
vert to Judaism after leaving office, as 
the challenges of observing Shabbat 
while serving as president make it im-
possible to do now. He also has Jewish 
roots: In a 2024 visit to a Miami syn-
agogue, President Milei revealed that 
his grandfather learned late in life that 

his mother was Jewish, and that Milei’s 
great-great-grandfather was a rabbi.

Okay, but why skip over other Jew-
ish world leaders, such as Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky or Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu?

Given Israel’s pressing challenges on 
the diplomatic front, the Prize Selec-
tion Committee felt it was important to 
honor a remarkable non-Jew who is an 
extraordinary supporter of Israel. It’s 
imperative that non-Jews who are out-
spoken in their support for Jews and Is-
rael be recognized and celebrated by the 
Jewish world.

Argentina is a relatively minor 
player in world affairs – and certain-
ly when it comes to the Middle East. 
Why are Milei’s positions on Israel 
significant?

President Milei’s support for Israel 
isn’t just a political issue, but a mor-
al one: He believes Israel’s existential 
struggle is a clear-cut fight between 
good and evil. So do I.

Early in his term, Milei engineered a 
drastic change in Argentina’s policies on 
Israel, reversing decades of overwhelm-
ingly anti-Israel votes at the United Na-
tions. He traveled to Israel during the 
first year of his presidency and, together 
with Israeli President Isaac Herzog, paid 
tribute to October 7 victims at the devas-
tated Kibbutz Nir Oz. Milei designated 
Hamas as a terrorist organization, called 
for the immediate release of the hostag-
es in Gaza and announced plans to move 
Argentina’s embassy to Jerusalem.

On the domestic front, Milei gave a 
powerful new impetus to the investiga-
tions of the 1990s-era terrorist bomb-
ings of the AMIA Jewish community 
center and Israeli Embassy in Buenos 
Aires, which killed a total of 114 people. 

Investigations of those bombings essen-
tially had been swept under the rug by 
previous governments.

Finally, under Milei, Argentina has 
emerged as an important strategic ally of 
Israel in Latin America, a region where 
the Jewish state currently has very few 
friends. Since October 7, Brazil, Chile, 
Colombia and Bolivia all have down-
graded their diplomatic ties with Israel, 
and Venezuela has been a harsh critic of 
Israel for years.

Milei’s fresh approach opens new 
opportunities for meaningful strategic 
cooperation between Israel and Argen-
tina. In December, Argentinian Defense 
Minister Luis Petri went to Israel to sign 
a multi-year cooperation agreement 
focusing on joint projects in cyber de-
fense, drones, border protection, satel-
lite communications and more.

As you mentioned, Argentina re-
peatedly has failed to bring the real 
perpetrators of the 1994 AMIA and 
the 1992 Israel Embassy bombings to 
justice. What exactly is Milei doing to 
rectify this?

In April 2024, Argentina’s Criminal 
Cassation Court ruled that Iran and Hez-
bollah had engaged in “crimes against 
humanity” for their role in organizing 
the AMIA bombing. That was a major 
step in a country whose government in 
2013 signed a memorandum of under-
standing with Tehran that would have 
had Iran and Argentina jointly investi-
gate the AMIA bombing. The Argentini-
an president who signed that document, 
Cristina Fernández de Kirchner, is now 
on trial for her role in that farce.

Last October, Argentina asked In-
terpol to arrest Iran’s former interior 
minister, Ahmad Vahidi, as the alleged 
mastermind behind the AMIA bomb-
ing. Argentina’s security minister also 
has identified Hezbollah’s head of Latin 
American operations as being behind 
the two bombings. President Milei has 
proposed a bill allowing in-absentia tri-
als of the suspects and has promised to 
beef up the country’s intelligence sys-
tem to prevent future attacks.

Argentina’s government is also ad-
vancing an investigation into the 2015 
murder of Alberto Nisman, the special 
prosecutor who was assassinated just 
before he was scheduled to present 
key evidence in his investigation of the 
AMIA bombing. Kirchner sabotaged 
that investigation during her presiden-
cy and her successors also declined to 
pursue it.

As Milei has said, “The era of impuni-
ty has ended in the Argentine Republic.”

How are Milei’s dramatic policy 
changes on Israel and the bombing 
investigations, and his very public 
embrace of Jewish symbols, being re-
ceived in Argentina?

During my visit to Buenos Aires in 
December, I met with over 30 Jewish 
business, community, philanthropic 
and religious leaders, as well as prom-
inent members of the media and edu-
cation community, including university 
students. There was broad approval of 
Milei’s strong support of Israel and his 
promises to get to the bottom of the 
bombing investigations as well as ap-
preciation for his sincere personal inter-
est in Judaism.

While a few people expressed concern 
that economic pain felt by segments of 
Argentina’s population could lead to the 
emergence of antisemitism in a country 
where antisemitism is almost non-ex-
istent, most did not share this view. In 
fact, there was a broad consensus that 
Milei’s policies will lead to an improve-
ment in the lives of most Argentinians 
and that his embrace of Israel and Juda-
ism is a net positive for the Argentinian 
Jewish community.

I share this optimism. When I met 
President Milei and his close advisers in 
Buenos Aires, I saw a leader with a very 
strong and competent team who has a 
popular mandate for change; a leader 
who has a vision for a prosperous Ar-
gentina and is passionate about making 
it a reality.

The Genesis Prize comes with a $1 
million award. What does Milei plan 
to do with it?

President Milei has announced that he 
– like all other Genesis Prize Laureates – 
will forgo the $1 million financial award 
and instead will work with our founda-
tion to direct the funds to organizations 
that advocate for freedom and liberty in 
Argentina and around the world.

We will coordinate closely with the 
president and his team to identify such 
organizations and will seek to leverage 
Genesis Prize funds with additional con-
tributions from other philanthropists.

The idea of promoting freedom and 
liberty is on the top of Milei’s agenda 
and we will do whatever we can to sup-
port this important initiative.

This article was sponsored by and 
produced in partnership with The Gen-
esis Prize Foundation, which aims to 
foster Jewish identity, inspire Jewish 
pride and strengthen the bond between 
Israel and the Diaspora. This article 
was produced by JTA’s native content 
team. HW

Stan Polovets, left, co-founder and chairman of The Genesis Prize 
Foundation, with Argentine President Javier Milei. Credit: Genesis Prize 
Foundation

FSU Shooting Suspect Used Neo-Nazi Imagery on 
Social Media, ADL Finds
By Grace Gilson

(JTA) – The suspect in last month’s 
shooting at Florida State University 
used Nazi imagery and language in his 
online profiles, according to the An-
ti-Defamation League.

Phoenix Ikner, 20, is accused of kill-
ing two and wounding six in the shoot-
ing on April 17. In a review of his online 
gaming profiles, the ADL’s Center on 
Extremism found that he was the latest 
shooting suspect to express admiration 
for the Nazis and Adolf Hitler.

According to a screenshot the ADL 
posted on X, Ikner used a crude draw-

ing of Hitler saying “nein,” German 
for no, as his profile photo on XBOX 
Live. In another screenshot shared with 
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Ikner’s 
profile uses the emblem of the Patri-
ot Front, a white supremacist group 
known for disseminating antisemitic 
propaganda on college campuses and 
elsewhere.

A screenshot of the alleged shooter’s 
inbox shows him being referred to as 
“Schutzstaffel,” the Nazi paramilitary 
group known as the SS that played a 
leading role in perpetrating the Holo-

caust.
Ikner’s search history also showed 

that he may have looked up “scientific 
racism,” an idea that underlaid Nazi an-
tisemitism, as well as “national confed-
erate flag.”

An ADL study from January found 
that bigotry, including antisemitism, 
was common on online gaming plat-
forms.

“Neither one means anything in par-
ticular but they’re part of the broader 
story,” Carla Hill, a senior director of in-
vestigative research at the ADL’s Center 

on Extremism, told USA Today of the 
screenshots. “It gives us a little more in-
sight into what he’s thinking about and 
curious about.”

Other mass shooters in recent years 
have espoused Nazi ideas, even in cas-
es where they haven’t targeted Jewish 
institutions. In January, the ADL found 
that the suspect in a Nashville school 
shooting had praised Hitler and shared 
neo-Nazi content. A series of mass 
shooters in recent years have promoted 
the antisemitic “great replacement the-
ory.” HW
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Anthony Morrison was honored in 2022 for his service as the outgoing 
Foundation Chair. He continues to contribute meaningfully as both a 
dedicated lay leader and a valued professional advisor.

‘F–K Israel’ Message Displayed at Coachella Music 
Festival and Streamed to Millions

(JTA) – The Irish band Kneecap 
displayed a large anti-Israel message 
during its set last Friday at Coachella, 
a music festival held in the California 
desert.

A series of messages projected behind 
the band accused Israel of genocide in 
Gaza and condemned the United States 
for its support for Israel’s military. The 
messages concluded with a small phrase 
on top of a larger one: “F–k Israel. Free 
Palestine.”

The progressive Twitch streamer 
Hasan Piker beamed the performance 

to his millions of followers, widening 
Kneecap’s reach beyond the estimated 
125,000 people attending Coachella in 
person. Piker previously caused Dem-
ocratic Rep. Richie Torres to call for 
Twitch to improve its handling of Isra-
el-Hamas war content.

Kneecap’s display came a week after 
the band’s first Coachella performance, 
when its protest against Israel was cut 
from the official livestream. The band 
had vowed to repeat its protest and col-
laborated with Piker to evade editing by 
the festival.

Mo Chara, one of the hip-hop trio’s 
members, told concert-goers that what 
Palestinians are facing is far worse 
than anything Ireland endured during 
its persecution by the British. Ireland 
is staunchly pro-Palestinian in part be-
cause of what many Irish see as a shared 
history of oppression.

“The Palestinians have nowhere to 
go,” Chara said. “It’s their f–king home. 
And they’re bombing them from the 
skies. If you’re not calling it a genocide 
what the f–k are you calling it?”

He then led the crowd in chanting, 
“Free Palestine.”

Kneecap has made anti-Israel advo-
cacy a central component of its per-
formances and social media presence. 
The band was among 80 groups to pull 
out of South by Southwest in 2024 to 
protest the festival’s ties to the Israeli 
military and last month led a “Free Pal-
estine” chant during a performance in 
Melbourne, Australia. In February, the 
band posted a picture of a member read-
ing the collected speeches of Hassan 
Nasrallah, the Hezbollah leader whom 
Israel assassinated in September.

Kneecap’s demonstration was far 
more prominent than another pro-Pal-
estinian protest during the festival. Last 
week the band Green Day, which is 
known for its political progressivism, 
replaced a line from the song “Jesus 
in Suburbia” with the words “Running 

away from pain like the kids from Pal-
estine.” The tweaked lyric elicited crit-
icism from some pro-Israel voices, in-
cluding the heavy metal musician David 
Draiman from Disturbed, who tweeted 
an invitation to lead singer Billy Joe 
Armstrong.

“You know I respect you brother,” 
Draiman wrote. “I’d love to have the 
opportunity for you to hear the Israe-
li/Jewish side of this horrific war. I’m 
available to discuss whenever you are.”

In the wake of Kneecap’s Coach-
ella performance, Draiman offered 
a harsher take, retweeting messages 
condemning the band’s comments and 
supporters. One meme, by the pro-Is-
rael influencer Zach Sage Fox, used the 
styling of the Coachella display to ren-
der a different message calling “Free 
Palestine” a scam. “I doubt you’d be 
applauding like sheep if this were the 
Nova music festival and you were be-
ing slaughtered like sheep,” the mes-
sage concluded.

It was a reference to the festival 
where 364 people were murdered during 
Hamas’ Oct. 7, 2023, attack on southern 
Israel – and not the first likening Coach-
ella to Nova. “Imagine going to a mu-
sic festival and not coming home,” the 
pro-Israel advocacy group Jewbelong 
said on bright-pink billboard it put up 
along the California highway leading to 
the Coachella site. HW

A member of the band Kneecap displays a Palestinian flag before a 
Coachella performance that included an anti-Israel display.  
Screenshot from Hasan Piker’s livestream

By JTA Staff

hover your
phone camera

Please Help Keep Memphis Jewish Publishing Alive
  SUBSCRIBE OR RENEW BY SCANNING THE CODE TO THE LEFT, 
Email Toni@HebrewWatchman.com or see page 6 to mail a check to 

The Hebrew Watchmam • P.O. Box 770846, Memphis, TN 38177-0846
TO ADVERTISE: 901.763.2215 • info@HebrewWatchman.com



PAGE 12    |    MAY 1, 2025	 THE HEBREW WATCHMAN    |    hebrewwatchman.com

B L U F F C I T Y F E N C E . C O M  –  9 0 1 . 7 6 7 . 8 0 8 0

Locally Owned & Operated | Free Estimates

Seeka Necklaces

Star of David with Chai $82 Tree of Life $98 Expressive Star of David $86
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