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Jewish Foundation of Memphis Celebrates 30 Years 
of Impact

JHSMM to Present “Looking Back and Looking Forward: 
Memories and Reflections on the BBYO Experience” April 27

Jewish Historical Society of Memphis 
and the Mid-South President Greg Sis-
kind announced the next Sumner Levine 

Speakers Series program. “Looking 
Back and Looking Forward: Memories 
and Reflections on the BBYO Experi-
ence” will take place at the Memphis 
Jewish Community Center on Sunday, 
April 27 at 2 p.m.

Rachel Shankman, a former B’nai 
B’rith Youth Organization (BBYO) di-
rector will moderate a panel discussion 
that will explore how BBYO has im-
pacted the lives of teens in Memphis 
and reflect on how the organization has 
changed over the decades. Joining Ra-
chel on the panel are Meredith Epstein, 
Rhonda Feiler, Allen Israel, Leor Reef, 
Jill Shanker and Craig Weiss.

“We are glad to welcome this special 
panel whose participants have been very 
active in BBYO and look forward to 
hearing about the role BBYO has played 

in the Memphis community,” said Sis-
kind. “We invite anyone who has funny 
or transforming memories of their BBYO 
experience – whether they were a mem-
ber of B’nai B’rith Girls (BBG) or Aleph 
Zedek Aleph ((AZA) to please send writ-
ten anecdotes, newspaper clippings, pho-
tos or one-minute video clips that can be 
emailed to mjhspresident@gmail.com, or 
left at the MJCC front desk in an envelope 
c/o MJHS/ Olivia Roman by April 18. All 
of the material will be displayed at the 
event, according to Program Co-Chairs 
Susan Labovitz and Elaine Stegman.

After the discussion, audience mem-
bers can ask questions and share some 
of their experiences.

Rachel Shankman is the founding di-
rector of Facing History and Ourselves 
in Memphis and retired in 2014 after 22 

Moderator Rachel Shankman

(See JHSMM Page 2)

The Jewish Foundation of Memphis 
is excited to be celebrating major mile-
stones this year: 30 years since its estab-
lishment in 1995 and surpassing $200 
million in assets.

Led by co-chairs Lawson Arney and 
Jason Salomon, the Foundation will 
honor three decades of philanthropic 
growth, culminating with a gala cele-

bration being held December 10, 2025, 
at Memphis Botanic Garden.

“The growth that we’ve experienced 
over the past 30 years far surpassed the 
expectations of our original founders,” 
said Jason. “I am honored to have served 
as a past board chair and now as a co-
chair of this milestone anniversary.”

The Jewish Foundation of Memphis 

was established 30 years ago with a 
clear mission: to secure the financial fu-
ture of local Jewish agencies, including 
synagogues, Jewish schools and com-
munity and care facilities. With a fo-
cus on Legacy Giving, the Foundation 
works with 11 different partner agencies 
to ensure they are discussing legacy 
gifts with their donors and focusing on 
long-term endowment growth.

“Thirty years ago, a visionary group 
of community leaders determined that 
a shared endowment resource was a 
critical step in ensuring our agencies 
would be in existence well into the fu-
ture,” said Laura Linder, president and 
CEO of Jewish Community Partners. “I 
have been part of this organization for 
two decades, and it’s amazing to see its 
growth and impact.”

Over the past three decades, the Foun-
dation has made an enormous impact. 
Assets have grown to more than $200 
million and through the Foundation do-
nors have granted over $67 million to 
Jewish, secular, local and national or-
ganizations. While Memphis is home to 

larger foundations, the Jewish Founda-
tion’s influence on the community far 
surpasses its size.

“In 2023, the Jewish Foundation 
was ranked by the Memphis Business 
Journal as the third largest grantmak-
er in Memphis. More than $21 million 
in charitable grants were distributed to 
local and national charitable organiza-
tions,” said Linder. “The support of our 
incredible donors positions the Founda-
tion to remain a cornerstone of the Jew-
ish and broader community for decades 
to come, continuing its vital work of 
fostering philanthropy and Jewish life 
in Memphis.”

Throughout the remainder of 2025, 
the Foundation will showcase its his-
tory, the impact of its donors and key 
moments that shaped its vital role in the 
community.

“Given all of the challenges we are fac-
ing in the world, it’s heartening to know 
that through the work of the Jewish Foun-
dation we are able to strengthen so many 
charitable organizations,” said Lawson. 
“We have a lot to celebrate.” HW

Lawson Arney Jason Salomon

years of service. Prior to that, among her 
many positions, she was Jewish Student 
Union director at Memphis State Univer-
sity and educational director of Beth Sho-
lom Synagogue where she became the 
first woman president of the board. She 
has served on numerous boards and re-
ceived many awards for her work. Rachel 
is married to Stephen Shankman, former 
public defender for the Western District 
of Tennessee, and during his teen years 
he was a member and leader in Peres and 
Washer AZA. They have two sons, Brett 
and Brian, both who were Fortas AZA 
members. They are grandparents of Re-
becca, Joshua, Adi and Ori. Adi was just 
elected international shaliach at BBYO’s 
International Convention.

Meredith Epstein Rhonda Feiler Allen Israel Leor Reef Jill Shanker Craig Weiss

HAPPY
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Mohel@JewishMemphis.com

901-754-0404

Certified Mohel
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Over 20 Years of Experience
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Meredith Epstein is a River City 
BBG member. She has served as River 
City mazkirah (secretary), s’ganit (vice 
president) and n’siah (president) twice, 
demonstrating strong leadership and 
commitment to her chapter. Currently, 
Meredith is Delta Region’s members 
in training (MIT) mom, guiding new 
members as they begin their BBYO ex-
perience. She has attended BBYO Inter-
national Convention, connecting with 
Jewish teens from around the world, 
and further expanded her leadership 
skills at Chapter Leadership Training 
Conference (CLTC) this past summer. 
Her parents, Leslie and Jonathan, were 
active BBYO members with her mother 
holding the same position as Meredith. 
Jonathan was an active member of For-
tas AZA. Meredith’s great-great-grand-
mother, Fanny ‘Ma” Brenner, was the 
visionary who helped make BBG a re-
ality in Memphis in the 1940s.

Rhonda Feiler has been involved 
in BBYO most of her life. When she 
joined Dr. Ben T. Finebaum BBG after 
entering ninth grade, she met people 
who would become her best friends 
for over 50 years. In her chapter, she 
served as MIT mom, and years later, she 
married Lenny Feiler. They have three 
children who became very involved in 
BBYO as teens. Melissa was a Kriger 
BBG member, and sons Brian and Scott 
were Peres AZA members, and all were 
active at the regional level. Rhonda has 
served on the Memphis BBYO advisory 
board and has been a River City BBG 
advisor for 25 years.

Community leader Allen Israel is a 
past president of Beth Sholom Syna-
gogue and a past vice president of the 
Memphis Jewish Community Center. 
He has also been chairman of MIFA, the 
Memphis Development Foundation and 
the Orpheum Theater, and past presi-
dent of Casual Corner of America. He is 
a commercial real estate broker.

Allen was District 7 aleph godol 
and was active in international BBYO. 
Originally from Houston, he and his 
family were very active in BBYO. His 
father, Julius, had a B’nai B’rith lodge 
named after him. He has maintained 
ties with old Cyrus Adler AZA buddies 
there. In Memphis, he has been a Peres 
AZA advisor, and his wife, Jeri, is a past 
Cotton States Regional president. Their 
son, Brian, and daughter Amy have both 
been Cotton States Regional officers.

Leor Reef is the founder of Reef 
Strategies, a government affairs and 
public relations firm. Since moving 
back to Memphis, he has been involved 
with various local non-profits including 
Junior Achievement of Memphis and 
the Mid-South and young professional 
engagement and fundraising efforts for 

the Memphis Jewish Federation’s An-
nual Campaign.

As a teen, he served as chapter president 
and board member of Peres AZA. He was 
Cotton States Regional s’gan and then 
godol and attended CLTC, International 
Leadership Training Conference (ILTC) 
and International Leadership Seminar 
(ILSI) in Israel as well as International 
Convention. Leor is married to Lindsey 
Lazarov who was active in BBYO. They 
have two little children, Jonah and Gra-
ham – future BBYO members.

Jill Shanker is a native Memphian who 
grew up in BBYO starting her MIT year 
in River City BBG and then moving to 
Rose Belz Kriger BBG where she served 
in many positions including president. 
She served as regional mazkirah and re-
gional n’siah and attended International 
Convention. She is an active community 
volunteer and has served on many boards 
including Memphis Jewish Federation, 
Uiberall Foundation and REACH Mem-
phis. She previously served as chair of 
the board of directors for the Memphis 
Child Advocacy Center and Bornblum 
Jewish Community School. Currently, 
she is the leadership development direc-
tor for Memphis Jewish Federation. Pre-
viously, she was a partner with the Law 
Firm of Wyatt, Tarrant, and Combs, LLP, 
specializing in corporate law. Jill is mar-
ried to Scott Shanker, and they have two 
children. Their daughter, Sydney, was 
an active member of River City BBG 
and previously served as Delta Regional 
n’siah and the 79th International s’ganit. 
Their son, Jack, is an active member of 
Peres AZA where he is in his second 
term as godol.

Native Memphian Craig Weiss is a 
co-founder and partner of Tower Ven-
tures and is chairman of the board of di-
rectors of Paragon Bank. He has received 
many awards and honors, including be-
ing selected by The Memphis Business 
Journal as one of their Top 40 Under 40 
of local community leaders in 2005. He 
has been active on many boards includ-
ing past chair of the board of directors 
for the Memphis Child Advocacy Cen-
ter, an executive board member of Unit-
ed Way of the Mid-South, a past chair of 
the Memphis Jewish Community Center 
board of directors, and a past vice chair 
of Jewish Community Partners.

Craig is currently chair of the board 
for BBYO’s International board of di-
rectors. Previously he was treasurer and 
vice chair of the international organi-
zation. As a teen, he was president of 
Peres AZA and Regional AIT Dad. He 
and his wife, Cathy, have three children, 
Isaac, Ari and Ava all who have been ac-
tive members of BBYO.

Everyone is invited to attend, and re-
freshments will be served after the pro-
gram. HW

What type of caregiver 
are you looking for?

I have 25+ years experience as a professional caregiver.
I am passionate about helping families care for their 

elderly loved ones at home, in hospitals, assisted living and 
retirement home settings. I am also available for overnights. 

Please give me a call at 901.282.0248
or email me at msmiddlebrook1@bellsouth.net

MOVING?
Please let us know

before you go!
Toni@HebrewWatchman.com

901.763.2215
P.O. Box 770846

Memphis, TN
38177-0846
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The MJCC Larisa and Ben Baer 
Senior Adult Club Happenings
Lunch is Monday–Friday at 11:30 a.m. All programs start at 12:15 p.m.
Monthly Luncheon is at noon.

Life Member, Multi-Million Dollar Club
Memphis Area Association of Realtors

Office 901.682.1868 • Cell 901.483.0546
shelrose@memphisrelocate.com

Sheldon Rosengarten,
Broker

REALTOR Emeritus*
*Awarded by the National Association of Realtors

for 40 Years of Service.

When you want the job DONE, call Shel-DONE!

Do I know King Arms or WHAT?

Over the years, I’ve listed and sold homes on ALL of the King 
Arms streets…except for Miracle Point!

I may have even sold yours…and, perhaps, more than once! 
So, if you or someone you know lives in King Arms or nearby, 
before you list your home, talk to 2-3 real estate Brokers but 
make sure that I am one of them. Find out about my highly 
successful Strategic Marketing Program that can mean the 

difference in WHAT you make…and…WHEN. And, remember…

Ashley Square North
Ashley Square South

Jason Drive
South Yates
Sutton Place

Birchbark
Vantage Point
Herald Square
Essex Place

Berkeley Square

The Scribbler 
On the Roof

By Ted Roberts
The best of 
Ted’s work — 
a collection 
of stories 
designed to 
make you 
laugh and cry.

$10.95
AVAILABLE AT LULU.COM

The week of April 14, the MJCC 
Larisa and Ben Baer Senior Adult 
Club will not have any lunches or pro-
grams due to Passover

April 14 through April 18
There will be no meals served, be-

cause of the Passover Holiday. The 
MJCC will also be closed on Monday 
April 14! Please see the MJCC web-
site about other closings during the 
Holiday.

Monday, April 21
Speaker: Floy Bluestein, local real 

estate broker with J. D. Marks, INC., 
Realtors

Topic: Preventing Real Estate Scams
Mrs. Bluestein has been in real estate 

for over 50 years. She will cover top-
ics such as what to do if you receive an 
appraisal that is much higher than last 
year’s. She will also talk about some re-
cent scams that have been in the news, 
such as the attempt to “Steal” Graceland, 
and other properties. This should be 
very enlightening. A Q&A period will 
follow. This talk is open to all.

Wednesday, April 23
MJCC Larissa and Ben Baer Se-

nior Adult Club Monthly Luncheon 
featuring Julianne Thomas & Dom 
Fosco.

As one of our favorite performances,  
many have asked to have them back. Ju-
lianne and Dom have been making mu-
sic all their lives. They each have many 
accomplishments in their long careers, 
but along the way, the best reward is the 

love of sharing what they do. Julianne 
offers a stirring vocal style with a joy-
ful presence while Dom is an amazing 
instrumentalist on keyboard, sax and 
backgrounds. Their repertoire includes 
traditional jazz, standards, blues and 
R&B. Everyone will sing and smile, 
swoon over the tunes and tap their toes 
while Julianne and Dom create a jour-
ney back in time that is “Unforgettable.”

The Monthly Luncheon has recently 
been drawing around 70 people with 
a cost of only $5 for a kosher catered 
meal plus dessert served by the MJCC 
staff. There is a group of volunteers 
who spend the day before decorating 
the room, so everyone is sure to enjoy 
it as soon as they walk in. A few games 
of Bingo will follow the lunch and en-
tertainment. Bring your friends or come 
by yourself and make some new friends! 
This month’s luncheon is sponsored by 
The Avaline, Assisted Living and Mem-
ory Care.

Reservations can be made by calling 
the front desk of the MJCC at 901-761-
0810. Hope to see you there.

Please join us Monday through Friday 
for a delicious kosher lunch from the 
kitchens at Memphis Jewish Home & 
Rehab. The cost is only $2 for seniors. 
Reservations are required the day before 
by 1 p.m. by contacting Steve Kaplan, 
Adult Services Coordinator, at 901-259-
9220 or stevekaplan@jccmemphis.org 
or by calling the front desk at 901-761-
0810. Steve works Monday through 
Thursday 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. HW

Julianne Thomas & Dom Fosco

SERVICES AVAILABLE 
• Driver—Courteous and reliable person to take 
you anywhere you need to go in Memphis and sur-
rounding areas: Dr’s appointments, Shopping, Er-
rands, Airport.  Available weekdays and weekends.

• House Sitting and Dog Sitting—
Responsible adult available to stay with your dogs 
while you are away.  I love dogs!

Contact Rick Danzig: 901-337-6009

HaveaSimcha?
share with

The Hebrew Watchman
readers 

901.763.2215
info@hebrewwatchman.com

Anti-Hamas Protesters March in 
Gaza, in Rare and Risky Show of 
Dissent
By Philissa Cramer

(JTA) – Hundreds of men shouting 
criticism of Hamas marched in Gaza on 
Tuesday, [March 25] according to foot-
age shared from the territory the terror 
group has long governed.

Protests took place Tuesday and 
Wednesday throughout the enclave, in-
cluding in Khan Younis and neighbor-
hoods of Gaza City.

The demonstrations were a rare and 
risky public display of dissent against 
Hamas, which began controlling the ter-
ritory in 2006 and ousted its rivals in a 
brief civil war the following year. It is 
known to imprison and execute its critics.

Some of the demonstrators carried 

signs calling for an end to the war, 
which began when Hamas attacked Is-
rael on Oct. 7, 2023. Some chanted an-
ti-Hamas slogans, including saying that 
it is a terror group, according to footage 
from the scene and news reports about 
the protests. Some of the men carried 
their children.

The protests are taking place at the 
same time as frequent mass anti-gov-
ernment protests in Israel. Those pro-
tests are calling for the war to end 
and the hostages held by Hamas to 
be freed. They are also protesting the 
government’s efforts to fire senior of-
ficials. HW

THE HEBREW WATCHMAN
CELEBRATING 100 Years!
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LISA’S CLEANING SERVICE

Working longer hours 
trying to keep up?

Come home to a clean house!
 CALL THE BEST!

—SERVING—
EAST MEMPHIS, GERMANTOWN

AND COLLIERVILLE
35+ Years Serving Your Community

Many References Available

(901) 494-8598

Wishing all of our customers a
Happy Passover. COLUMBUS MARBLE WORKS

For Over 90 Years
Serving Memphis and the Mid-South

1-800-647-1055

We want to take this opportunity
to wish

the Memphis Jewish community 
A Happy Passover

The Board of Directors, 
Residents and Staff

of
Plough Towers

Thank you for your support!

THE HEBREW WATCHMAN
CELEBRATING 100 Years!

HebrewWatchman.com
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Pesach is the oldest and most transformative story of hope ever 
told. It tells of how an otherwise undistinguished group of slaves 
found their way to freedom from the greatest and longest-lived 
empire of their time, indeed of any time. It tells the revolutionary 
story of how the supreme Power intervened in history to liberate 
the supremely powerless. It is a story of the defeat of probability 
by the force of possibility. 

Three thousand three hundred years ago, a group of slaves 
were liberated and began what Nelson Mandela calls the 
long walk to freedom. And ever since, at this time of the year, 
we’ve re-lived their story on what we call Pesach, Passover, 
the Jewish festival of the exodus.

To me it raises a fascinating question. Imagine we could travel 
back in time and meet the great Pharaoh himself, Ramses II. I 
know what I’d say. Ramses, there’s good news and bad news. 
The good news is that one people alive now will still be alive in 
thousands of years’ time. The bad news is: it won’t be yours. It will 
be that group of slaves out there, building your great temples, 
the people you call the habiru or Hebrews, the children of Israel.

Nothing could sound more absurd. The Egypt of the Pharaohs 
was the greatest empire of the ancient world; and the 
Hebrews were nothing - slave labor, powerless, not even yet a 
nation. Yet it was they, not the Pharaohs, who survived, and 
still do to this day. How did it happen? The answer, I believe, is this.

Ancient Egypt and ancient Israel were two peoples who 
asked the most fateful question of all. How, in this all too brief 
span of years, do we create something that will endure? How 
do we acquire a share in immortality? The Egyptians gave one 
answer. Build great monuments of stone - temples, pyramids 
- that will outlast the winds and sands of time. And they did. 
What they built still stands. But only the buildings, not the 
civilization that once gave them life.

The Israelites gave a di�erent answer. You don’t need to 
create monuments. All you need to do is tell the story, gener-
ation after generation. You need to engrave your values on 
the hearts of your children, and they on theirs, so that you live 
on in them, and so on to the end of time. You need to build a 
civilization around the home, the school, and education as a 
conversation between the generations. You need to put 
children �rst. That is what Jews did for thousands of years; and 
it’s why we’re here today.

The Pesach story, more than any other, remains the inexhaustible 
source of inspiration to all those who long for freedom. Freedom 
is a moral achievement, and without a constant e�ort of educa-
tion it atrophies and must be fought for again. Nowhere more than 
on Pesach, though, do we see how the story of one people can 
become the inspiration of many. 

       ~ The Late Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks ZT’L

Because Peace of Mind is Everything ®

To learn more about how RVW’s evidence-based,
low cost, tax managed approach can work for you,

please call 901.443.4000.

PASSOVER
INSIGHTS

READING FOR
YOUR SEDER

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS, WISHING YOU 
A JOYOUS AND MEANINGFUL PASSOVER

901.761.1263
6060 Poplar Ave STE 140, Memphis, TN 38119

www.harkavyshainberg.com

Harkavy McDaniel Kaplan & Salomon P.C.

Harkavy Shainberg Kaplan PLC and 
Williams McDaniel, PLLC

have merged, forming one of the city’s
premier full-service law firms.
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Experience the art of senior living.
Call today to schedule your visit.

901-763-6371 | OpusEastMemphis.com/Watchman

A Fresh, New Approach to Senior Living

 Opus is located only 10 minutes from Highland and Germantown.

Windows • Doors • Siding

MICHAEL LURIE
WINDOW WORLD OF MEMPHIS

4899 Summer Ave. Suite 104
Memphis, TN 38122

WindowWorldMemphis.com

memphis@windowworld.com 

mobile: 901-233-2921
o�ce: 901-684-6670

Call 901-286-5063
www.midsouthok.com

Adult Karate Classes 
with 

Sensei Wendy Cohen

Classes held at
Tri State Martial Arts 
Center in the Walmart 
Plaza in Collierville

Karate and Self Defense That’s Right For You

Wishing Everyone

Susan and Larry Nieman • Toni Nieman 
Rebecca and Jeremie Schudel
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Watch Them Thrive with In-Home Care
The specially trained caregivers at Comfort Keepers pro-
vide meaningful, in-home care so seniors can live inde-
pendently. From providing companionship to caring for 
those with dementia, we’re here to help your loved one 
thrive and give you peace of mind.

In-Home
Care Services

• Personal care

• Companionship and 
   housekeeping

• Dementia and 
   Alzheimer’s care

• Respite care

• Safety solutions

901-207-8209
Home + Life + Care | ComfortKeepers.com

Comfort Keepers of the Mid-South, 5668 S Rex Rd #200, Memphis, Tennessee 38119

© 2022 CK Franchising, Inc. An international network where most offices are independently owned and operated.

Uh, Was There a Swastika Jacket at Omaha Fashion Week?

By Evelyn Frick
This originally appeared on HeyAl-

ma, reprinted with permission.
Did you know that Omaha, Nebras-

ka, has a Fashion Week? Me neither. 
Unfortunately, “The Midwest’s Premier 
Fashion Event,” as the event has called 
itself, is now receiving national atten-
tion because of a garment that some say 
features an antisemitic hate symbol.

At some point during the OFW Spring 
2025 presentations that were held be-
tween February 27 and March 1, de-
signer Kelli Molczyk showed a jacket 
from her collection, which appeared 
to have a swastika design on the back. 
Since the event, Molczyk took to Insta-
gram to clarify that the symbol was “an 
antique pinwheel quilt remnant” from a 
quilt she bought at “a well-known store” 
in Central Nebraska. “At no point did I 
believe the pinwheel pattern represented 
or depicted a swastika, nor was it ever 
my intent to design the outfit with a 
swastika,” Molcyzk wrote in the caption 
of an Instagram post she made today 
[March 21]. “I have never been a part 
of a hate organization, and I condemn, 
in the strongest terms, the swastika and 
any form of hate speech or conduct. To 
associate me with any such acts of hate 
or hate groups is reprehensible and de-
famatory.”

… So, yeah.
Molcyzk’s statement comes as she 

has received backlash online and from 
Omaha Fashion Week itself.

“During shows a hateful image did 
make it onto the runway,” an unnamed 
OFW producer wrote in a letter posted 
to the event’s Facebook page yester-
day morning. “This was not something 
that was seen beforehand. It was not at 
our Rack Check, which happens a few 
weeks before shows, and was not put 
on the model until shortly before she 
walked the runway, so our team did not 
have the chance to pull the garment until 
after it had walked the runway once.”

“Omaha Fashion Week stands against 
hate,” they said, adding that Mol-
cyzk is banned from future events and 
that the incident is prompting them to 
change their screening and backstage 
protocols. In an interview with local 
TV news channel KMTV, OFW owner 
Brook Hudson shared that at the time, 
the event organizers issued an apology 
to their staff and attendees. It’s unclear 
how much more attention the incident 
will get, but as New York Magazine just 
reported on the incident, my guess is 
there is still more to come in the Omaha 
Fashion Week swastika scandal.

Unfortunately, this is not the first time 
an antisemitic controversy has touched 
the fashion world, nor will it likely be 
the last. In 2010, fashion designer John 
Galliano drunkenly accosted a group 
of Jewish women in Paris saying, “I 
love Hitler.” In the 2010s, Zara and Ur-
ban Outfitters released T-shirt designs, 
which resembled the concentration 
camp uniforms worn by Jewish and 
gay prisoners. And before that, in 2007, 

Zara came out with a line of purses with 
swastikas on them. In 2020, fast fashion 
retailer Shein came under fire for selling 
a “swastika pendant necklace.” Even to-
day, brands like Chanel and Hugo Boss 
are haunted by their past connections to 
Nazis, and Von Dutch is remembered for 
its connection to self-proclaimed racist 
and Nazi Kenneth Robert Howard.

For what it’s worth, I don’t think 
this incident rises to any of those lev-
els. Based on the information currently 
available, I don’t think Kelli Molczyk 
was intending to put a swastika on the 

Photo via Getty Images

runway. It seems to me this major and 
harmful oversight could’ve been avoid-
ed if Molczyk was in community with 
Jews — my guess is she isn’t — or, I 
don’t know, man, if she had maybe 
watched “The Sound of Music” a little 
more closely. Regardless, it absolutely 
should’ve been caught by the event or-
ganizers at Omaha Fashion Week.

And yet, they didn’t catch it, so a 
swastika-like symbol wasn’t stopped 
from walking a runway and now I know 
that Omaha Fashion Week exists, and so 
do you. Oy. HW
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When Should You Claim Social Security?
Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director - Investments, Wells Fargo Advisors
Questions for Mike? You can reach him at 901.761.8151 or Michael.Stein@WellsFargoAdvisors.com • fa.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael-stein

Changing jobs, switching 
employers, or retiring? 
Don’t leave your 401(k) or 403(b) unattended

Investment and Insurance Products:
NOT FDIC Insured NO Bank Guarantee MAY Lose Value

Wells Fargo Advisors does not provide tax or legal advice. 

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing 
Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank 
affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. © 2020 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, 
LLC. All rights reserved. CAR-0720-04236

Mike Stein
Managing Director – Investments
6075 Poplar Ave
Memphis, TN 38119
Direct: (901) 761-8151
michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com
 

 ■ Get FREE advice from a local independent specialist

 ■ Learn the difference in a supplement and an advantage plan

 ■ EVERYONE should have an annual review of their health coverage

   As always . . . 
Your long term care, life and annuity specialist

STOP 
all of the MEDICARE

calls

MEDICARE SPECIALIST
STEVE BAER

901 .237.4207
stevenfbaer@gmai l .com

1BR | 2BR | Penthouses
Utilities Included
See our floorplans
@ embassyaptsmemphis.com

505 South Perkins Rd. 
In the Heart of East Memphis

THE EMBASSY APARTMENTS
A  D A T T E L  R E A L T Y  P R O P E R T Y 

“Luxury and Location”

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
901-685-8020

When it comes to Social Security and 
retirement, you may have conflicting 
viewpoints: On one side, you hope to 
start collecting your benefits as soon as 
you’re eligible, or maybe you’re con-
cerned you’ll need that income sooner. 
On the other side, you know that if you 
wait, your monthly benefit amount will 
be greater.

While it does make sense to wait as 
long as you can, Sherman Hohenberg-
er, a lead wealth planning strategist at 
Wells Fargo Wealth & Investment Man-
agement, recommends you reevaluate 
your situation every year in retirement 
before deciding whether to continue de-
laying the beginning of Social Security 
benefits.

“Because each individual, couple, 
widow, and widower has a unique life-
style and unique income needs, I believe 
a year-by-year evaluation prior to begin-
ning benefits is the best approach,” Ho-
henberger says.

One item you need for that annual re-
tirement review is a current copy of your 
Social Security benefit estimate from 
ssa.gov. This provides personalized es-
timates of future benefits based on your 
real earnings and lets you see your latest 
statement and earnings history.

Here, Hohenberger outlines a com-
parison of claiming now vs. later and 
offers key considerations as you review 
your strategy each year.

Comparison: Claiming sooner vs. 
later

Let’s start with a hypothetical exam-
ple: John Doe was born in 1960 and 
was earning $200,000 a year when he 
retired. He decided to start receiving 
Social Security benefits as soon as he 
became eligible at 62, or five years be-
fore he would receive full retirement 
benefits. His monthly benefit in today’s 
dollars is $2,106.

If he had delayed receiving benefits 
until he was 70, he’d receive $1,600 
more a month, or $3,731. And he would 
make up for the eight-year delay in not 
taking any benefits in about 10 years.

“Unlike personal assets that can be 
exhausted, Social Security is a vast 
resource provided by the U.S. govern-
ment. As long as you are alive, you 
should continue to receive your Social 
Security benefits and with a cost-of-liv-
ing adjustment throughout your retire-
ment years.”

Make wellness a deciding factor
Your health can play a big role in 

helping determine when you should start 
taking benefits. Do your loved ones live 
long lives, or have most succumbed to 
illness before age 65? “It’s not the most 
accurate indicator of what’s going to 
transpire in the future, but it can have 
some bearing and, therefore, should be 
taken into consideration,” Hohenberger 
says.

“If you’re in reasonably good health 
and anticipate a continued healthy life-
style, that usually counsels in favor of 
waiting,” he continues. “If, on the other 
hand, you’re in poorer health and have 
concerns about longevity, that counsels 
toward drawing benefits sooner rather 
than later.”

Do you have enough income?
Another key factor is having other 

sources of income to help you live com-
fortably in retirement without needing 
Social Security benefits. He says you 
should consider the rate of return Social 
Security can offer: 6.25% – 8.00% (plus 
a cost-of-living increase).

Considerations for married couples
Hohenberger suggests married clients 

look at multiple factors when determin-
ing the timing for each spouse to claim 
Social Security benefits.

For example, if you’re working part 
time or seasonally, your Social Securi-
ty benefits may be dramatically lower if 
your partner is working full-time. It still 
may be wise for both of you to wait, if 
possible.

“Not only does it increase the size 
of the benefit that the [higher-earning] 
individual personally receives, but it 
also increases the size of what’s known 
as the survivor’s benefit that the [low-
er-earning] spouse could draw if the 
other spouse passes away,” Hohenberg-
er says.

What about taxes?
When it comes to when to claim So-

cial Security benefits, Hohenberger ad-
vises not to focus primarily on the tax 
ramifications.

“For the vast majority of people, their 
marginal tax rate in retirement will be 
fairly constant,” Hohenberger says. “If 
retirees were to take their Social Secu-
rity benefit at 62, we typically see that 
their marginal tax rate is the same or ap-
proximately the same as it would be if 
they claimed the benefit at age 70. We 
want [them] to focus instead on working 
to maximize the net cash flow over the 
remainder of their lifetime.”

Wells Fargo Wealth & Investment Management 
(WIM) is a division within Wells Fargo & Compa-
ny. WIM provides financial products and services 
through various bank and brokerage affiliates of 
Wells Fargo & Company.

Wells Fargo & Company and its affiliates do 
not provide tax or legal advice.

This advertisement was written by Wells Fargo 
Advisors Financial Network and provided to you 
by Mike Stein Managing Director – Investment. 
©2022 – 2023 Wells Fargo Advisors Financial 
Network, LLC.
Investment and Insurance Products are:
Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Feder-
al Government Agency
Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of, 
or Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any 
Bank Affiliate
Subject to Investment Risks, Including 
Possible Loss of the Principal Amount 
Invested HW

IDF: Two Rockets Fired from Gaza, One Intercepted
By JNS Staff

(JNS) – Terrorist forces in the Gaza 
Strip launched two rockets into southern 
Israel last Wednesday, triggering sirens 
in Gaza Envelope communities, accord-
ing to the Israel Defense Forces.

One of the rockets was intercepted, 
while the other fell in the Zimrat area. 
There were no immediate reports of in-
juries or damage.

No group has claimed responsibility 

for the attack, according to the IDF.
Last Monday night, the IDF intercept-

ed three rockets fired from Gaza. Pales-
tinian Islamic Jihad, an Iranian-backed 
terrorist organization, claimed responsi-
bility for that attack. HW

The second projectile 
fell in the Zimrat area 
with no immediate 
reports of injuries.
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More Than Money: Memphians Explore Ethical Wills 
to Leave a Lasting Legacy
By Sheri Gadberry, Senior Philanthropic Officer and Executive Vice President of the Foundation, Jewish Community Partners

What will your family remember 
about you after you’re gone?

Nearly 50 individuals gathered in 
late March to explore this question at 
an insightful event hosted by the Jew-
ish Foundation of Memphis. Attorney 
and ethical wills expert Scott Zucker led 
attendees in an interactive presentation 
on ethical wills and how they serve as a 
powerful legacy, transcending the tradi-
tional financial will.

Unlike a financial will, an ethical will 
focuses on sharing values, life lessons 
and personal stories.

“We have all lived beautiful lives, but 
we fear being forgotten,” Zucker said. 
“Recording who we are is a way to deal 
with that.”

Zucker highlighted the versatility of 
these documents, noting that they can 
take various forms, including poems, 
songs and letters around significant life 
events like weddings or births. He be-
gan the session by playing a section of 
Cat Stevens’ “Father and Son,” which 
he said could be understood as a musical 
version of an ethical will.

The topic is personal to Zucker, who 
recounted losing his parents in his 20s, a 

loss that left him with unanswered ques-
tions. This experience motivated him to 
create an ethical will for his own sons, a 
project he discovered was deeply rooted 
in Jewish tradition, a concept his rabbi 
identified as Zava’ah, which refers to 
the passage of spiritual wealth. In the 
Torah, Jacob is described gathering his 
children around his deathbed to teach 
them how to live after his death.

Attendees at the Jewish Foundation 
event received a workbook for creating 
their own ethical wills and were encour-
aged to reflect on their own legacies. 
Participants engaged in discussions, 
offering advice to their 20-year-old 
selves and brainstorming questions they 
wished they could have asked deceased 
parents or grandparents.

Zucker injected humor into the ses-
sion, joking that ethical wills are not the 
place for negativity, discouraging phras-
es like, “I never liked you.” He also 
addressed the sensitive topic of buri-
al plans, suggesting that writing them 
down might be easier than voicing them 
aloud.

Personal anecdotes further illustrat-
ed the power of these documents. Lau-

ra Linder, CEO of Jewish Community 
Partners, reflected on the handwritten 
recipe cards she inherited from her 
grandmother and letters containing dat-
ing advice received during her time at 
camp. Others brought up letters, draw-
ings and stories from relatives, especial-
ly those from the “old country.”

Sharing a glimpse into his own ethical 
will, Zucker discussed his “60 things I 
learned about being 60,” a collection of 
reflections on topics ranging from base-
ball and music to marriage and jealousy. 
He included a poignant quote from his 
father: “Life can be a battle but worth 
the fight.”

Several financial advisors and attor-
neys attended the event and received 
continuing education credit for their 
participation. Zucker encouraged them 
to incorporate ethical wills into their 
practice, noting that it enriches the cli-
ent experience.

“Scott’s presentation was very mean-
ingful and gave me topics to discuss 
with my clients beyond the legal aspects 
of their plan,” said past chair of the 
Foundation and estate planning attorney 
Jason Salomon.

“Scott’s message was incredibly 

well-received,” said past chair of the 
Foundation and financial professional 
Anthony Morrison. “I strongly encour-
age my clients to cement their finan-
cial and values (charitable) legacies, 
but I had never previously considered 
the profound impact an ethical will can 
have on one’s children and grandchil-
dren. I plan to do one myself and to en-
courage older clients and relatives to do 
the same.”

While ethical wills can be a power-
ful tool for preserving personal legacy, 
Zucker emphasized that, in additional to 
passing on spiritual wealth, it is particu-
larly important after the events of Oct. 7 
that Jewish people give philanthropical-
ly to Jewish institutions.

“After Oct 7, the legacy of who the 
Jewish people are is at risk if we don’t 
give,” Zucker said. “Your legacy will 
survive only if we survive.”

For those interested in learning more, 
Zucker recommended his TED Talk 
as a valuable resource. If you missed 
the event and would like to explore 
creating your own ethical will, reach 
out to Sheri Gadberry at the Jewish 
Foundation of Memphis at sgadberry@
jcpmemphis.org.  HW

Attorney and ethical wills expert Scott Zucker discusses ethical wills.

Participants engage in the Q&A session.

Participants talk with Scott Zucker.
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Renew or Subscribe

Do you have a favorite memory, story, 
or old newspaper clipping?

Want to send a Happy Anniversary message?
Maybe even a video tribute?

We are collecting photos, articles, personal stories,
and well-wishes from our community to

honor a century of Memphis Jewish journalism and history.

Send your contributions to 
Rebecca@HebrewWatchman.com

(from now until July 15)
and help us celebrate 

100 years of the Hebrew Watchman!

is turning 100 years old,
and we want  YOU to be
part of the celebration!

Stay tuned for special 100th anniversary announcements. 

Let’s honor the past, celebrate the present, 
and look forward to the future —together.

Located at 2481 Broad Avenue - Memphis
901.767.0026 - Locally owned by Paul West

Beautifully Crafted Cemetery Monuments
SERVING THE JEWISH COMMUNITY
OF MEMPHIS FOR OVER 20 YEARS

Visit us at WESTMEMORIALS.COM

1212 University Ave.

OBITUARIES

Sonia Rosenberg Lamensdorf

Sonia Rosenberg Lamensdorf, 97, 
of Memphis, Tennessee., formerly 
from Shelby, Mississippi, passed away 
peacefully in her sleep of natural causes 
on March 17, 2025, at the home of her 
daughter in Southfield, Michigan.

Bubba, or Aunt Sonia, as she was 
known to so many, had been living with 

her daughter for the past several years. 
She is survived by her children, Leah Ann 
Kleinfeldt (Gerald Kirzner) of Southfield, 
Michigan, Danny Lamensdorf of Jackson-
ville, Florida, and Sandy Lamensdorf; her 
grandchildren, Dr. Nossonal Kleinfeldt 
of Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, Chaya 
Selesny (Joseph) of Bet Shemesh, Israel, 
and Shana Kleinfeldt (Jason Goldberg) of 
Englewood, New Jersey, Jessica Wilson 
(Joey) of Atlanta, Georgia, Joel Kirzner 
of Arlington, Virginia, 15 great-grand-
children, many nieces and nephews and 
great-nieces and -nephews. She was the 
beloved wife of the late Erwin DeLee 
Lamensdorf of Shelby Mississippi.

She was born in Wyszkow, Poland, 
on August 10, 1929. The ninth child of 
Leib Wolf and Chaia Yachet Rosenberg. 
She came to New York City via Ellis Is-
land in 1936. After a brief stay in New 
York the family moved to Memphis to 
be with family members.

They lived above the family business, 

Rosenberg Bakery, on Bethel Street. In 
1951 she met Erwin, they married in 
New Orleans and made Memphis their 
home. In 1952 they moved to Shelby, 
Mississippi, where they opened Er-
win’s TV, Repair and Appliances. Er-
win passed in 1976, and Sonia ran the 
business for several more years. She 
moved to Memphis in 1978. Following 
her passion for sales, she worked for 
Goldsmith’s Oak Court Furniture De-
partment until she retired.

Funeral services and internment were 
held Wednesday, March 19, 2025, at 
Anshei Sphard Chapel and Cemetery in 
Memphis.

Contributions in her memory can be 
made to the Jewish Hospice and Chap-
laincy Network, 6555 West Maple Road, 
West Bloomfield Township, Michigan, 
48322 or the Michigan Palliative and 
Hospice Care, 32255 North Western 
Highway, Suite 197, Farmington Hills, 
Michigan, 48334. HW

Israel Warns 
Citizens of 
Heightened 
Global Terror 
Risk Ahead of 
Passover

(JNS) – Israel’s National Security 
Council issued a heightened travel ad-
visory last Tuesday, warning that Iran, 
Hamas and other extremist groups could 
target Israeli and Jewish individuals 
abroad during the upcoming Passover 
holiday.

The NSC identified Iran as a prima-
ry actor behind international terrorism, 
emphasizing its continued support for 
operations against Israeli and Jewish in-
terests worldwide.

Officials noted that recent attempts 
to strike Israeli diplomatic missions in 
countries such as Sweden and Belgium 
had been successfully intercepted.

In addition, the council reported that 
Hamas has sought to carry out attacks on 
Israelis outside of Israel. Security forces 
have reportedly uncovered related terror 
networks operating in several European 
countries, including Denmark, Germa-
ny, Bulgaria and Sweden.

According to the advisory, the re-
newal of hostilities in Gaza is likely to 
intensify attempts to attack Jewish and 
Israeli targets internationally. The NSC 
also flagged concerns about threats from 
organizations like ISIS and Al-Qaeda, 
particularly in Europe.

Citing a global rise in antisemitic 
incidents – including in countries like 
Canada and Australia – the NSC urged 
Israelis to consult the latest travel ad-
visories before planning international 
trips. HW

By JNS Staff
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חג פסח שמחחג פסח שמח
Chag Pesach Sameach

FROM THE M CC               

Happy
Passover

The owners, management and entire team of the DoubleTree by Hilton Memphis wish you and your family a very happy Passover.

We look forward to hosting your next Simcha.

5069 Sanderlin Avenue   |   901-767-6666   |   memphis.doubletree.com

Our Warmest Wishes for a Beautiful Passover.
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Keynote Speaker
Anna Salton Eisen

M E M P H I S  J E W I S H  F E D E R A T I O N ’ S

63rd Annual Yom HaShoah
Commemoration 2025

Wednesday, April 23, 2025  |  25 Nisan 5785
6:30pm  |  Doors Open at 6:00pm

Ettelson-Wax Social Hall  |  Temple Israel

Daughter of Holocaust survivors, author and filmmaker, 

Anna tells the story of uncovering her parents’ hidden 

past and how it defined her life’s passion and mission. 

Anna is a co-founder of Congregation Beth Israel  

of Colleyville, Texas, site of the January 2022  

synagogue attack and hostage-taking incident.

This year’s keynote speaker sponsored by 

Echoes of Liberation
INTERGENERATIONAL IMPLICATIONS

8 0 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y  O F  L I B E R A T I O N

Pre-registration is required.  
Visit jcpmemphis.org/yomhashoah 

to register or scan the QR code.

Books available at Novel Memphis.


