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Memphis Jewish Federation Shares Purim Joy Across Communities

Tennessee Deepens Ties with Israel Through New Bipartisan 
Caucus
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Embracing the tradition of mishloach 
manot, members of the Memphis Jew-
ish Federation’s Community Relations 
Council (CRC) spread Purim joy by de-
livering food and gift bags to leaders and 
representatives of civic and faith-based 
organizations across Shelby County.

The initiative, spearheaded by CRC 
Engagement Co-chair Marla Shain-
berg, aimed to share Jewish traditions 
while strengthening intercommunity 
bonds. Co-chairs Janet Shipman and 
Shainberg and CRC members Rachel 

Shankman and Jill Shanker personally 
delivered baskets to organizations such 
as the Memphis Chinese Community 
Center, the National Civil Rights Muse-
um, Memphis NAACP, Memphis Urban 
League, Memphis Junior League and 
other religious and civic organizations 
on the 14th of Adar (March 14).

Each gift package contained tradition-
al Purim items – a grogger and haman-
taschen – along with Jewish and Israeli 
foods including Bissli, a small Ricki’s 
challah roll, and kosher grape juice, plus 

educational information about the holi-
day’s significance and customs.

The response from recipients was 
overwhelmingly positive. CRC volun-
teers reported meaningful connections 
made during their deliveries, with many 
opportunities for future collaboration 
emerging from these brief encounters.

“It was truly a remarkable day filled 
with friendly faces and good vibes,” 
shared Shainberg, who delivered pack-
ages to several locations including the 
Community Foundation of Greater 
Memphis and the Chinese Community 
Center. Her visits revealed unexpected 
connections, including discovering that 
Community Foundation President Bob 
Fockler’s mother had been her teacher 

at Lausanne.
At the Memphis Chinese Community 

Center, volunteers were greeted warmly 
by staff and volunteers there, who ex-
pressed interest in future joint activities 
and potential avenues for collaboration 
between the two communities.

Janet Shipman found similar enthu-
siasm at the NAACP, where she found 
Executive Director Vickie Terry “sur-
prised and pleased” by the gift and ea-
ger to discuss building bridges between 
community organizations.

The Community Relations Coun-
cil plans to build on these connections 
in the coming months, with follow-up 
meetings already being scheduled to 
explore additional opportunities for col-
laboration and mutual support.

“We wanted to share this bit of our 
tradition with others,” explained Sara 
First, Community Relations manager 
at Memphis Jewish Federation. “The 
spirit of Purim is one of joy, community 
building and resilience – values that res-
onate across all cultures.

“We would love to strengthen our 
partnerships across the community,” 
First emphasized, encouraging those in-
terested in further engagement to reach 
out to the Federation.

The success of this year’s outreach 
has already inspired plans to make it an 
annual tradition. As Shainberg enthu-
siastically concluded, “I vote to repeat 
this event next year!” HW

Memphis Jewish Federation’s Community Relations Council member Jill 
Shanker delivers Purim gift bags to Memphis-area faith-based community 
organizations.

Memphis Jewish Federation’s 
Community Relations Council 
Engagement Co-chair Marla 
Shainberg delivers Purim gift 
bags to the Memphis Chinese 
Community Center.

Memphis Jewish Federation’s Community Relations Manager Sara First joined other professionals and lay leaders 
from Federations in Nashville, Knoxville and Chattanooga at the launch of the Tennessee-Israel Caucus.

Nashville lawmakers from across the 
aisle forged a new alliance this winter, 
to bolster trade, culture and innovation. 
Memphis Jewish Federation participat-
ed in the historic launch of the biparti-
san effort, which signals a commitment 
to collaboration that transcends political 

boundaries.
The Jewish Federation of Greater 

Nashville and the Israeli Consulate in 
Atlanta hosted a state-wide reception 
at the Capitol in Nashville, where cau-
cus co-chairs State Senator Mark Pody, 
Memphis’s own State Representative 

Torrey Harris, and State Representative 
Scott Cepicky gathered alongside other 
distinguished guests. Sara First, Feder-
ation’s Community Relations manager, 
represented Memphis Jewish Federa-
tion joining other professionals and lay 
leaders from Federations in Nashville, 

Knoxville and Chattanooga.
The caucus is the brainchild of Consul 

General Anat Sultan-Dadon. It follows 
other, similar recently established cau-
cuses in Mississippi and Alabama, and 
is part of Sultan-Dadon’s larger work to 
strengthen relations between Israel and 
the seven U.S. states covered by the Con-
sulate General of Israel to the Southeast.

“This partnership is not new,” Sul-
tan-Dadon said. “It has been cultivated 
over decades. It’s an exciting and signif-
icant milestone in the enduring relation-
ship between the state of Tennessee and 
the state of Israel.”

Memphians in attendance at the 
launch of the Caucus were pleased to 
hear from their own Rep. Torrey Harris 
(D-Shelby County), whose caucus lead-
ership follows a transformative week-
long trip to Israel with Rep. Cepicky 
(R-Maury County) and other southern 
lawmakers. He shared his shock at the 
destruction in southern Israel, his hope 
and optimism for the country’s innova-
tive sector and future partnership oppor-
tunities between Tennessee and Israel.

This is a bipartisan effort, Rep. Harris 
said, an example of politics not “getting 

(See Caucus Page 3)
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My Teen Israel Experience

Akiva Wogan climbing Masada.
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Over 20 Years of Experience

Akiva Wogan, son of Sarah and Jona-
than Wogan, is a junior at the Missouri 
Torah Institute. Memphis Jewish Feder-
ation’s Lemsky Endowment Fund pro-
vided him with a Teen Israel Experience 
grant to help offset the cost of his NCSY 
Kollel Israel trip last summer. All rising 
high school juniors and seniors in the 
Memphis Jewish community are eligible 
for grants of up to $3,000 to attend a 
summer program, semester in Israel, or 
any organized Israel program providing 
a meaningful experience. Teen Israel 
Experience applications for 2025 are 
open and can be accessed at Lemsky 
Endowment Fund | Jewish Community 
Partners (jcpmemphis.org).

This past summer, I had an unforget-
table experience in Israel. We did many 
significant things, like praying at the 
top of a mountain and visiting the city 
of Sderot. I want to focus on our visit 
to Sderot, located on the border of the 
Gaza Strip. It is not a wealthy area, and 
they have faced many challenges due to 
their proximity to Gaza. Because they 
are so close to the border, they are fre-
quently targeted by missiles. The city 
was hit hard on October 7.

While we were there, we visited the 
October 7th Museum. A man shared his 

personal story about what happened to 
him that day. He explained how his son, 
who serves in the army, had chosen not 
to bring his rifle that day. When terrorists 
attacked, they stormed his synagogue. 
He and a friend engaged in a gunfight 
with two terrorists. Without his rifle, he 
had only a pistol to defend himself. Al-
though they could not kill the terrorists, 
they managed to hold them off for about 
20 minutes without being injured.

The man continued, sharing his own 
terrifying experience. He had been out-
side when he saw a terrorist carrying a 
huge gun. Suddenly, the terrorist started 
shouting in Arabic. At that moment, the 
man ran for his life, but he was shot in 
the lung. Despite the injury, he made it 
back home. His wife called for an am-
bulance but was told that no help could 
come to that area. Hours later, someone 
approached their door and started help-
ing them, using items from their home to 
treat the injury. This person had heard the 
call at the station and spent the entire day 
saving lives. By the end of the day, he had 
saved 20 people, but tragically, he lost his 
own life after all his heroic efforts.

After hearing this story, we watched 
a video of the gunfight at the local po-
lice station. The fight happened outside, 
and we saw people hiding behind walls 
to avoid being hit. Many brave people 

sacrificed their lives to protect others. 
The fight reminded us of the deep sense 
of community and how much Jews care 
for each other, like family.

After the museum, we went to a look-
out point that overlooks the Gaza bor-
der. Our tour guide shared the story of 
the 2014 conflict and the soldiers hon-
ored by the memorial we visited.

By Akiva Wogan

We also supported local businesses 
by purchasing challah and candy from a 
nearby bakery. We ended the meaning-
ful day playing basketball on the courts 
in Sderot.

Thank you to Memphis Jewish Fed-
eration’s Lemsky Endowment Fund for 
helping to make my NCSY Kollel trip 
possible. HW

John Cleese To Perform in Israel in June
(JNS) – Legendary British comedian 

and actor John Cleese, 85, is set to re-
turn to Israel for three performances this 

June in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem.
Famous as a member of Monty Python 

and for his roles in “Fawlty Towers” and 

“A Fish Called Wanda,” Cleese’s new 
show, “An Evening with John Cleese,” 
will reflect on key moments from his 

life and career, while also addressing 
current events, including local topics, 
“Ynet” reported last Wednesday.

Ticket prices range from 289 to 549 
shekels (about $80-$150).

Cleese previously performed in Israel 
in 2019 with his show “Last Chance to 
See Me Before I Die.” HW
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Work on ‘Golden Dome’ 
Underway, Says U.S. Defense 
Department
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in the way of doing actual good work.”
Referring to Jewish Memphians at the 

event, Rep. Harris said, “I’m so happy 
to see some of my constituents here, 
from my district, who this actually mat-
ters to, to know that somebody actually 
cares about their safety, their security 
and economic growth.”

As a member of the Transportation 
Committee, Rep. Harris said he enjoyed 
learning about popular traffic navigation 
app Waze and other innovations in Isra-
el that can benefit Memphis. He plans to 
return to Israel in October.

Rep. Cepicky, who represents a dis-
trict south of Nashville, underscored 
the significance of the initiative, stating, 
“The Tennessee-Israel Caucus will fos-
ter an environment of collaboration and 
create incredible opportunities for the 
exchange of ideas to improve life for 
both Tennesseans and Israelis.”

Rep. Cepicky has expressed admira-
tion for Israeli scientific innovation on 
water use and medical care and believes 
the Tennessee-Israel partnership can 
benefit medical upskilling and technolo-
gy development for both regions.

Senator Pody (R-Davidson and Wil-
son Counties) added, “This caucus will 
be able to strengthen that relationship 
between Tennessee and Israel. Israel has 
been one of the absolute strongest allies 
that Tennessee and our nation has.”

First said the event was inspiring. “It 
was gratifying to see Tennessee Demo-
crats and Republicans come together to 
protect the U.S.’s longstanding, mutually 
positive relationship with Israel. We have 
so much to learn from one another.” HW

Caucus...
(Continued From Page 1)

Monday, March 31
Team Trivia Pursuit
Last time we tied and had to go extra 

rounds to crown the winning team! Be-
sides the usual group of players, we are 
expecting one of the current City Coun-
cil people to join us on one of the teams. 
Everyone is invited to join whether you 
have played before or not. The ques-
tions are asked from the Trivial Pursuit 
regular edition and the Boomer edition. 
One of our best players in one of the 
games said before we started, that she 
never got the answers right. Then she 
answered about 4 or 5 questions right 
for her team! Come join us and see how 
much you know.

Wednesday, April 2
Rabbi Talk with Rabbi Abe 

Schacter-Gampel
Topic: Preparing for Passover
Rabbi Abe always brings a unique 

twist to all his talks and is very enter-
taining. Since Passover this year is un-
usual as it starts on a Saturday night, this 
should be a more-interesting-than-usual 
talk. Please make reservations at the 
MJCC front desk as Rabbi Abe’s talk 
always draw a good crowd. Hope to see 
you there!

Rabbi Abe Schacter-Gampel

 Please join us Monday through 
Friday for a delicious kosher lunch from 
the kitchens at Memphis Jewish Home 
& Rehab. The cost is only $2 for seniors. 
Reservations are required the day before 
by 1 p.m. by contacting Steve Kaplan, 
Adult Services Coordinator, at 901-
259-9220 or stevekaplan@jccmemphis.
org or by calling the front desk at 901-
761-0810. Steve works Monday thru 
Thursday 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. HW

(JNS) – The U.S. Department of De-
fense announced that development on 
an American Iron Dome-like missile de-
fense system, now known as the “Gold-
en Dome,” is currently underway.

“Consistent with protecting the home-
land and per President Trump’s [execu-
tive order], we’re working with the in-
dustrial base and [through] supply chain 
challenges associated with standing up 
the Golden Dome,” said Steven Mo-
rani, acting undersecretary of defense 
for acquisition and sustainment, at the 
McAleese Defense Programs Confer-
ence in Washington, D.C., last Wednes-
day.

Morani added that U.S. Secretary of 
Defense Pete Hegseth is examining the 
current military budget to divert fund-
ing to items “that support the president’s 

priorities for national defense.”
While this task is a “formidable” chal-

lenge that will “require a lot of team-
work,” Morani said, they are “wasting 
no time in moving out and taking this 
new direction by the president and the 
secretary.” This includes working with 
partner agencies, shifting resources and 
“removing some red tape.”

U.S. President Donald Trump signed 
an executive order for the system’s de-
velopment.

In November, “Reuters” reported that 
Greece was negotiating with Israel to 
develop a 2 billion euro ($2.11 billion) 
anti-aircraft and missile defense sys-
tem similar to the Iron Dome. Several 
additional countries have also voiced 
interest in purchasing the Israeli missile 
defense system. HW

Iron Dome 
system 
intercepts 
rockets 
launched from 
Gaza Strip aimed 
at the city of 
Ashdod, on 
July 8, 2014. 
Credit: Israel 
Defense Forces 
via Wikimedia 
Commons.
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Luminaries, Much Support, Protests at Gal Gadot Hollywood 
Star Ceremony

Israel Threatens to Annex 
Parts of Gaza Unless Hamas 
Frees Hostages

Protesters outside the El Capitan Theatre on Hollywood Boulevard during 
a ceremony in which Gal Gadot became the first Israeli actress to earn a 
star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, Los Angeles, March 18, 2025. 
Credit: Ryan Torok. 

Renew or Subscribe

(JNS) – Gal Gadot joined luminaries 
like William Shatner, Jodie Foster and 
even Godzilla when she was honored 
last Tuesday with a star on the iconic 
Hollywood Walk of Fame – a first for an 
Israeli actress.

The mood at the tented, star-studded 
ceremony, held on Hollywood Boule-

vard outside of the El Capitan Theatre, 
was celebratory, and Hollywood icons 
heaped praise on her.

Vin Diesel, who co-starred with Gad-
ot in several “Fast & Furious” franchise 
films, spoke during the ceremony of her 
“strength and empathy.”

“I just love her so much,” the action 

star said.
Hollywood director Patty Jenkins, 

who captured the actress from behind 
the camera in Gadot’s breakthrough film 
“Wonder Woman,” said that the Israeli 
star, and people like she, “have left an 
indelible mark on the artform.

“Not only have we worked together 
hundreds of days, but we’ve also be-
come super-close family friends,” Jen-
kins said. “We’ve been through all kinds 
of high, lows. It’s been absolute bliss.”

Gadot was the “most loving, most he-
roic person on the set,” the director said.

Steve Nissen, president and CEO of 
the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce, 
told attendees that Gadot is “one of Hol-
lywood’s most engaging and sought af-
ter talents.”

The ceremony took place three days 
before the release of the much-antici-
pated film “Snow White,” a live-action 
musical remake of the Disney animat-
ed 1937 classic. Gadot plays the Evil 
Queen in the new film, which opens in 
theaters on March 21.

Marc Webb, who directed the new film, 
and Marc Platt, who produced it, attend-
ed the ceremony, as did Israeli actress 
Shira Haas and Sarah Zurell, chair of the 
Hollywood Chamber of Commerce.

As colleagues and others fawned over 
Gadot, protesters could be heard from 
across the street, and a small, yet loud 
and rowdy, group of anti-Israel protest-
ers could be heard from the north side 
of Hollywood Boulevard, expressing its 
displease that the city was recognizing 
an Israeli.

Some controversy has surrounded the 
Disney film ahead of its release, with 
reported “tension” between Gadot and 
Rachel Zegler, who plays Snow White 
in the film and who has advocated often 
for a “free Palestine.”

Gadot attended the last Tuesday cere-
mony with her husband, Jaron “Yaron” 
Varsano, and their four daughters. (It 
was, she noted in her remarks, her 
daughter Maya’s 8th birthday.)

She didn’t address her Jewish identity 
in her remarks but spoke warmly about 
her upbringing in Israel.

“To all the young women out there, 
especially young girls watching, if a 
girl from Rosh Ha’ayin can get a star on 
the Hollywood Boulevard,” Gadot said, 
“anything is possible.”

Across the street, protestors mingled 
with a costumed Spiderman, a man 
dressed like Jesus and gentlemen in top 
hats selling star maps – typical fare for 
the intersection of Hollywood Boule-
vard and Highland Avenue on a week-
day afternoon.

There were also peaceful onlookers 
hoping to catch a glimpse of Gadot from 
across the street, where a heavy police 
presence on a closed-down Hollywood 
Boulevard monitored demonstrators.

At one point, a fight broke out, and 
police officers chased some of the dem-
onstrators.

Gadot, 39, was born in Petah Tikva 
and served in the Israel Defense Forces. 
The former Miss Israel winner became 
a Hollywood star and household name 
after portraying Diana Prince, “Wonder 
Woman,” in the 2017 hit superhero film.

Alongside her successful movie ca-
reer, she has been an unofficial am-
bassador for the State of Israel. In the 
aftermath of Oct. 7, she has spoken out 
in support of the release of the hostag-
es and raising awareness about a film 
showing Hamas’s atrocities.

“I am proud to be Jewish and an Is-
raeli,” she said at the Anti-Defamation 
League “Never is Now” gathering in 
New York City this month. HW

By Ryan Torok

By JNS Staff
(JNS) – Defense Minister Israel Katz 

last Friday threatened to annex parts of 
the Gaza Strip unless Hamas releases 
the 59 hostages still being held in the 
Palestinian enclave.

“If the Hamas terror organization con-
tinues to refuse to release the captives, I 
instructed the IDF to capture additional 
areas, evacuate the population and ex-
pand the security zone around Gaza for 
the protection of Israeli communities 
through a permanent hold of the area,” 
according to a statement by Katz’s office.

“As long as Hamas continues its re-
fusal, it will lose more and more land to 
Israel,” he added.

Katz also said that the IDF will “in-
tensify” its military campaign in Gaza 
“through the expansion of the ground 
maneuver until the hostages are released 
and Hamas is defeated.”

Israel will use “all military and ci-
vilian pressure” to achieve its goals, 
including the “implementation of U.S 
President Donald Trump’s voluntary 
migration plan for Gaza residents,” con-
cluded Katz.

The warning comes after the IDF 
last Thursday began conducting ground 
operations to dismantle terror infra-
structure in southern Gaza’s Rafah. Si-
multaneously, troops continued ground 
activity in the northern and central Strip, 
as the Israeli Air Force struck terrorists 

and their assets across the enclave.
Early last Tuesday morning, the IDF 

launched “extensive” strikes against 
Hamas terrorist targets in the Gaza 
Strip. The renewed Israeli military cam-
paign has been officially named “Oper-
ation Strength and Sword.”

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu’s office said the military was acting 
after Hamas terrorists rebuffed several 
proposals by U.S. Middle East envoy 
Steven Witkoff to extend the first phase 
of the Gaza truce through Ramadan and 
Passover.

Netanyahu said last Tuesday that 
Hamas has “already felt our strength” 
since the military returned to fighting, 
warning that future ceasefire negotia-
tions with the terror group “will only 
take place under fire.”

Last Wednesday, Katz warned Gazans 
of “total destruction.”

“If all the Israeli hostages are not re-
leased and Hamas is not removed from 
Gaza, Israel will act with forces you 
have never encountered before,” said 
the defense minister.

“Take the advice of the U.S. president. 
Return the hostages, remove Hamas and 
other options will be open to you – in-
cluding leaving to other places in the 
world for those who wish.

“The alternative is total destruction 
and devastation,” vowed Katz. HW
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How Estate Planning Can Help Individuals Afford Long-
Term Care

Watch Them Thrive with In-Home Care
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vide meaningful, in-home care so seniors can live inde-
pendently. From providing companionship to caring for 
those with dementia, we’re here to help your loved one 
thrive and give you peace of mind.

In-Home
Care Services

• Personal care

• Companionship and 
   housekeeping

• Dementia and 
   Alzheimer’s care

• Respite care

• Safety solutions

901-207-8209
Home + Life + Care | ComfortKeepers.com

Comfort Keepers of the Mid-South, 5668 S Rex Rd #200, Memphis, Tennessee 38119

© 2022 CK Franchising, Inc. An international network where most offices are independently owned and operated.

Approximately seventy percent 
(70%) of Americans who reach the age 
of sixty-five (65) will need some form 
of long-term care during their lives. In 
Tennessee, nursing home costs vary 
widely, influenced by factors such as 
location, quality of facility, and lev-
el of care. On average, the cost of a 
private room in a Tennessee nursing 

901-763-2500 
mendelsonfirm.com 

bwachtel@mendelsonfirm.com 
dm@mendelsonfirm.com

By Benjamin I. Wachtel, Esq. and David L. Mendelson, Esq.
home is around seven thousand dollars 
($7,000) per month, while a semi-pri-
vate room averages around six thousand 
dollars ($6,000) monthly. This equates 
to an average annual expense of eighty 
four thousand dollars ($84,000) for a 
private room, reaching an estimated 
four hundred twenty thousand dollars 
($420,000) over five years and a stag-

gering eight hundred forty thousand dol-
lars ($840,000) over a decade – figures 
that leave many residents concerned 
about funding long-term care should the 
need arise.

For those who are Medicaid-eligi-
ble, Medicaid covers most, if not all, of 
long-term care expenses. Medicaid is a 
government-funded program that assists 

with medical costs, including long-term 
care, but it has strict eligibility require-
ments, such as income and asset limits. 
In Tennessee, individuals with assets 
above the Medicaid limit must first 
“spend down” their assets before be-
coming eligible.

This is where proactive planning can 
be invaluable in preserving assets. One 
effective tool for many families in Ten-
nessee is the Medicaid Asset Protection 
Trust (MAPT), a special type of trust 
that allows individuals to transfer assets 
while retaining some control, ultimately 
enabling them to qualify for Medicaid 
when the need for long-term care aris-
es. By setting up and properly funding 
a MAPT, individuals can protect their 
assets from Medicaid’s spend-down 
requirements, ensuring these assets re-
main preserved for family beneficiaries.

A MAPT trust agreement should 
clearly define how assets within the trust 
are managed and who the designated 
beneficiaries are. To be Medicaid-com-
pliant, a MAPT must meet specific re-
quirements, such as being irrevocable, 
meaning the trust’s creator cannot alter 
or cancel it once established.

For many Memphians, long-term care 
planning is essential, and a Medicaid 
Asset Protection Trust, or MAPT, can 
be a powerful tool for protecting fam-
ily assets while leveraging Medicaid 
benefits for long-term care costs. Future 
articles will delve further into Medicaid 
planning, emphasizing the importance 
of structuring a MAPT correctly to meet 
all legal and regulatory standards. HW

NJ Woman 
Admits to 
Stealing 
$350,000 from 
Synagogue

(JNS) – Stacy Margaritondo, 52, of 
Scotch Plains, N.J., pleaded guilty in 
U.S. district court to stealing about 
$350,000 from a local synagogue, the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of 
New Jersey stated last Thursday.

From December 2019 until May 2023, 
Margaritondo – who began working at 
the synagogue in Union County, N.J., in 
2010 and was promoted to office manager 
and bookkeeper in July 2020 “abused this 
position of trust by engaging in a fraud-
ulent scheme to misappropriate approx-
imately $350,000 from the synagogue’s 
accounts,” per the Justice Department.

She “routinely issued unauthorized 
checks made payable to herself drawn 
on the synagogue’s bank accounts” and 
“obtained unauthorized additional funds 
to conceal the embezzlement scheme 
by fraudulently using the synagogue’s 
name, bank statements and balance 
sheet to obtain short-term financing 
from at least three cash advance compa-
nies,” the department stated.

Margaritondo also kept inaccurate re-
cords deliberately and “altered bank state-
ments that she provided to the board of di-
rectors to conceal her scheme,” it added.

She faces up to 20 years in prison and 
a fine of $250,000 “or twice the gross 
gain or loss from the offense,” per the 
Justice Department. She is due to be 
sentenced on July 22. HW
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Memphis Kollel’s Megillah Rush Expands to Communities 
Across America

On the night before Purim, an ex-
traordinary event took place in Mem-
phis – and in Jewish communities 
across the country. The Megillah Rush, 
a program that began six years ago as 
a local initiative has now grown into a 
multi-city movement, bringing together 
Jews from all backgrounds in an inspir-
ing night of Talmud study, connection 
and unity.

The Megillah Rush, hosted by the 
Memphis Kollel on March 12, saw a 
beautiful crowd from across the city 
gather to study Talmud together in the 
Cooper Beit Midrash. (Amazingly, ex-
actly 127 participants joined this year – 
perfectly echoing the 127 provinces of 
King Achashverosh’s empire, a central 
theme of the Purim story!)

But this year’s Megillah Rush was 
even more special. Communities in 
Tampa, Rochester, Dallas, Houston, 
Atlanta and Plano ran their own Megil-
lah Rush programs, all modeled after 
the Memphis initiative. Through a live 
stream, different cities connected with 
one another, sharing the excitement and 
energy of the night in real time.

The format is both ambitious and 
exhilarating: In just 45 minutes, boys 

from the Cooper Yeshiva High School 
and community members pair up and 
divide Tractate Megillah of the Talmud, 
with each group studying a portion in-
dependently. At the end of the session, 
the group has collectively completed the 
entire tractate – a remarkable accom-
plishment that fills the study hall with 
a sense of achievement and excitement 
for Talmud study.

“When we launched this initiative in 
Memphis in 2019, we had no idea of 
how successful it would be,” remarked 
Rabbi Yosef Braha, Rosh Kollel of the 
Memphis Kollel. “The Memphis com-
munity looks forward to the Megillah 
Rush every year. Recently, we pitched 
the idea of joining the Rush to a num-
ber of communities and their participa-
tion has made the experience even more 
powerful!”

The impact of Megillah Rush is felt 
deeply by all who participate. One fa-
ther, who attended with his high school 
son, shared: “There’s something incred-
ible about learning together, side by 
side, knowing that we are part of some-
thing bigger. Seeing my son excited 
about studying a page of Talmud – it’s 
an experience I’ll never forget.”

Ethan VanderWalde concluding the siyum learning. Participants enjoying the RUSH.

Celebrating the accomplishment.

A high school student reflected on the 
energy of the evening: “The room was 
buzzing with learning. It was amazing 
to be part of a city-wide effort and know 
that other communities across the coun-
try were doing the same thing.”

Megillah Rush is more than just a 
study event – it is a celebration of Jew-
ish learning, community and shared 

purpose. As the initiative continues to 
spread to more cities, it serves as a pow-
erful reminder that Torah study is a uni-
fying force, bringing Jews together in a 
way that transcends geography.

For more information on upcoming 
Memphis Kollel programs, please con-
tact Rabbi Yosef Braha at rabbibraha@
memphiskollel.org. HW

Benjamin Netanyahu Gives 
Silver-Plated Beeper to John 
Fetterman, Who Praised 
Lebanon Pager Operation
By Ben Sales

(JTA) – When Sen. John Fetterman 
said he loved the Israeli operation that 
sent exploding pagers to members of 
Hezbollah, he probably never expected 
that Israel would give him a beeper, too.

But that’s what happened last week, 
when Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu welcomed Fetterman, 
an outspokenly pro-Israeli Democratic 
lawmaker, to his office in Jerusalem.

The beeper handover took place during 
an exchange of gifts. The Pennsylvania 
senator gave Netanyahu a framed news 
article about an effort to memorialize 
Netanyahu’s brother, the fallen Israeli 
soldier Yoni Netanyahu, in Philadelphia 
– where Netanyahu lived as a teenager.

Netanyahu’s gift was smaller – and 
didn’t explode.

“What can I give a man who has ev-
erything? How about giving him a beep-
er?” Netanyahu said, handing over a 
small silver box to Fetterman. “This is a 
silver-plated beeper. The real beeper is, 
like, one-tenth the weight. It’s nothing, 

but it changes history.”
Fetterman responded, “When that 

story broke, I was like, ‘Oh, I love it, 
I love it.’ And now, it’s like, thank you 
for this.”

Pagers belonging to Hezbollah mem-
bers exploded across Lebanon in Sep-
tember, wounding and killing many, in 
addition to a number of civilians, in a 
long-planned Israeli operation. The op-
eration came 10 days before Israel killed 
Hassan Nasrallah, Hezbollah’s leader, 
in an airstrike and two weeks ahead of 
an Israeli ground invasion of Lebanon 
targeting Hezbollah. That conflict ended 
in a ceasefire in late November.

Fetterman has praised the beeper op-
eration before, including in comments 
to a representative of the militant right-
wing pro-Israel group Betar US.

And Netanyahu has gifted a pager to 
a U.S. official before. In a visit to the 
White House last month, he gave one to 
President Donald Trump. That one was 
plated with gold. HW
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Phased Retirement Can Help Smooth the Transition
Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director - Investments, Wells Fargo Advisors
Questions for Mike? You can reach him at 901.761.8151 or Michael.Stein@WellsFargoAdvisors.com • fa.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael-stein

Changing jobs, switching 
employers, or retiring? 
Don’t leave your 401(k) or 403(b) unattended

Investment and Insurance Products:
NOT FDIC Insured NO Bank Guarantee MAY Lose Value

Wells Fargo Advisors does not provide tax or legal advice. 

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing 
Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank 
affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. © 2020 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, 
LLC. All rights reserved. CAR-0720-04236

Mike Stein
Managing Director – Investments
6075 Poplar Ave
Memphis, TN 38119
Direct: (901) 761-8151
michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com
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In a recent survey, 52% of workers 
said they would prefer to gradually de-
crease their hours as they transition to 
retirement. The percentages were even 
higher for Gen X (67%) and millennials 
(56%).1

The federal government has offered 
a formal phased retirement program 
since 2014, allowing eligible full-time 
employees to collect half their pensions 
while working half time. Typically, at 
least 20% of their remaining work hours 
must be spent mentoring younger work-
ers. And their pensions continue to grow 
based on part-time work.2

Private industry has been slower to 
adopt formal programs, with only 16% 
of employers – mostly larger compa-
nies – having regular phased retirement 
programs. However, 61% of companies 
have some experience with phased re-
tirement, and – with strong employee 
interest – it’s likely that more will adopt 
formal programs.3

Win-win-win solution
A phased retirement program can be a 

positive experience for employees, em-
ployers, and customers.

For older employees, a reduced sched-
ule offers a more gradual financial tran-
sition, maintaining a steady, if reduced, 
income that can help delay taking Social 
Security benefits and/or tapping retire-
ment savings. Trying to live on 80% of 
salary, for example, might also be good 
practice for retirement budget manage-
ment. And staying engaged in the work-
place can offer mental and psychologi-
cal benefits.

For employers, older workers provide 
experience and institutional knowledge 
that can help maintain and improve cur-
rent quality while mentoring younger 
workers to help ensure a smoother tran-

sition to the next generation. Contrary to 
stereotypes that older workers are less 
productive, recent research found no 
correlation between age and productiv-
ity but a strong positive correlation be-
tween job tenure and productivity.4

For customers, older workers can 
provide dependability and continuity. 
In some cases, customers are also old-
er, and long-time relationships can help 
maintain customer comfort levels.

 Valuing Older Employees
Percentage of employers who agree 

completely or somewhat with the fol-
lowing statements.

• 77% Older employees’ company 
knowledge is crucial to our business’s 
success.

• 69% We want to keep good employ-
ees as long as possible but struggle to 
find ways to continually advance their 
career path.

• 67% We have plans for how em-
ployees nearing retirement can transfer 
knowledge to our business before they 
leave.

• 62% We are concerned with our em-
ployees’ career development.

• 55% We have hired people who had 
previously retired from another company.

• 55% We have asked employees who 
want to retire from full-time work to 
stay on part time.

• 47% We have asked employees who 
have retired from our business to come 
back for a specific need (temporary 
work).

• 44% We have asked employees who 
have retired to come back on a full- or 
part-time basis for the long term.

Source: The Principal Financial 
Well-Being Index, 2024 (survey con-
ducted November 6–13, 2023)

 Build your own program
If your company does not offer such a 

program, you might suggest an arrange-
ment. Emphasize what you can continue 
to contribute and how it could help the 
company in the present and the future. 
But also be sure that the program will 
work for you. Here are some ideas to 
keep in mind.

• Make sure you understand the effect 
of reduced hours on your benefits, such 
as health insurance and employer pen-
sion or retirement plan contributions.

• Whereas the federal program in-
cludes a half pension with part-time 
wages, pensions are less common in pri-
vate industry. If you cannot live on your 
reduced wages, you may have to use 
other sources of income, but you proba-
bly would not have to tap them as much 
as if you retired completely.

• One of the greatest benefits of 
phased retirement is that you could de-
lay claiming Social Security, with your 
benefit increasing 8% annually after 
full retirement age (FRA), up to age 70. 
However, if you do claim Social Secu-
rity before FRA and continue to work, 
you will receive a permanently reduced 
benefit for claiming early and be subject 
to the retirement earnings test, which 
may temporarily reduce your benefit 
payments until you reach FRA. Once 
you have reached FRA, the lost benefits 
from the earnings test will be added to 
your benefit amount.

If you phase out of your current job, 
make sure you don’t end up trying to do 
all of your former work in fewer hours. 
This could be especially problematic for 
salaried workers in project-oriented po-
sitions. Be sure you and your supervisor 
are clear on the requirements of your re-
duced workload.

1) Benefits Pro, March 22, 2024
2) U.S. Office of Personnel Manage-

ment, August 7, 2014
3) Fortune, March 22, 2024
4) Mercer, 2024

This information is not intended as tax, 
legal, investment, or retirement advice or 
recommendations, and it may not be relied 
on for the purpose of avoiding any federal 
tax penalties. You are encouraged to seek 
guidance from an independent tax or legal 
professional. The content is derived from 
sources believed to be accurate. Neither 
the information presented nor any opinion 
expressed constitutes a solicitation for the 
purchase or sale of any security. This mate-
rial was written and prepared by Broadridge 
Advisor Solutions. © 2025 Broadridge Fi-
nancial Solutions, Inc.
Investment and Insurance Products are:
Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Feder-
al Government Agency
Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of, or 
Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any Bank 
Affiliate
Subject to Investment Risks, Including 
Possible Loss of the Principal Amount 
Invested HW
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Located at 2481 Broad Avenue - Memphis
901.767.0026 - Locally owned by Paul West

Beautifully Crafted Cemetery Monuments
SERVING THE JEWISH COMMUNITY
OF MEMPHIS FOR OVER 20 YEARS

Visit us at WESTMEMORIALS.COM

1212 University Ave.

COLUMBUS MARBLE WORKS
Designers and Builders

HIGHEST QUALITY MONUMENTS AND MARKERS
Associated and Identified with

JEWISH MEMORIALS
For Over 85 years 

in Memphis and the Mid-South area

For more information, call
Phone 1-800-647-1055

Enduring
Memorials

SERVICES AVAILABLE 
• Driver—Courteous and reliable person to take 
you anywhere you need to go in Memphis and sur-
rounding areas: Dr’s appointments, Shopping, Er-
rands, Airport.  Available weekdays and weekends.

• House Sitting and Dog Sitting—
Responsible adult available to stay with your dogs 
while you are away.  I love dogs!

Contact Rick Danzig: 901-337-6009

The Scribbler 
On the Roof

By Ted Roberts
The best of 
Ted’s work — 
a collection 
of stories 
designed to 
make you 
laugh and cry.

$10.95
AVAILABLE AT LULU.COM

Sarah Lazarus Lewis

OBITUARIES

Sarah Lazarus Lewis, 51, passed 
away on March 18, 2025, after a short 
and valiant battle with cancer.

Surviving her are her husband of 29 
years, Jeff Lewis; her three children 
Jessica, Rebecca, and Eli; her parents 
Vicki and Edward Lazarus; her mother-
in-law, Kaye Lewis; sister Ellen Lazarus 
Golden (Philip); and sister-in-law Lau-
rie Lewis Shapiro (Jonathan). She also 
leaves behind numerous cousins, niec-

es, and nephews. Predeceasing her were 
her paternal grandparents, Carolyn and 
Wilbur Lazarus; her maternal grandpar-
ents, Lora and Dale Blanchard; and her 
father-in-law, Don Lewis.

Although born in Denver, Sarah grew 
up in New Orleans, her father’s home-
town. She loved all things New Orle-
ans: the food (especially Po’ Boys and 
Doberge cake), Mardi Gras parades, 
and City Park. She attended the Isidore 
Newman School and then college at 
Tufts University. She excelled academi-
cally at both schools.

She was the glue that held everything 
and everyone together. Family, friends, 
and organizations relied on her. Once 
Sarah made a commitment, she kept 
her word, did it excellently, and did it 
on time. She could multi-task like no-
one else. Simply put, she wanted to stay 
busy and make lives around her better.

She easily made friends wherever she 
went. Once Sarah befriended you, you 
were a friend for life. She valued every 
friendship, extending her kindness, wis-
dom, love, and sometimes even unwar-
ranted organizing advice. She was the 
epitome of an amazing friend and out-
standing community member.

This love even extended to animals. 

She had a soft spot for rescues, much to 
Jeff’s dismay! Over the years, she vol-
unteered to foster several litters of pup-
pies as they waited to find their forever 
homes, one of which did with Jessica. 
We always joked that our dogs were at 
the top of her totem pole.

Sarah’s first passion was her family. 
If the kids had an activity, Sarah was in-
volved. She was on several PTA boards 
(MJCC, Grahamwood, and Riverdale), 
a team manager for multiple soccer 
teams, and served on the Purple Rain 
Soccer Club board. Nights and week-
ends were spent on the soccer fields or 
at the horse stables. She could be count-
ed on to bake her famous chocolate chip 
or forgotten cookies for any gathering. 
The family holiday cards and calendar 
only happened because of her. As the 
kids went to college, she became an avid 
supporter of UNC and Alabama sports. 
But it was also important to her and Jeff 
that the family eat dinner together every 
evening – no matter the craziness of ev-
eryone’s schedule.

Sarah’s second passion was organiz-
ing: Everything had a place, and every 
event had a plan. No trip happened 
without a detailed itinerary down to the 
minute. She loved to label, put items in 

bins, and color code. She parlayed this 
skill into her business “Organized by 
Sarah,” where she helped numerous cli-
ents for 15 years. But these clients were 
more than clients; they became family, 
speaking to the true nature of her heart.

She was deeply committed to the wid-
er Jewish community. She served on the 
Jewish Community Partners and Mem-
phis Jewish Federation boards, most 
recently as the vice chair of community 
impact. She loved Israel, having studied 
there in college and visiting most re-
cently on a Federation trip. She was also 
active at Temple Israel.

Sarah’s happiest place was Henry S. 
Jacobs Camp. She went for numerous 
summers as both a camper and staff 
member. Her oldest friend group, affec-
tionately known as the “Camp Girls,” 
formed there. Jeff and Sarah met there 
in the summer of 1991. All three kids 
continued the tradition by attending and 
serving on staff. She went every summer 
for two weeks to organize and was on 
the Camp Committee. She loved hang-
ing with friends, Shabbat song session, 
and watching the sun set over the chapel.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
sent to the Henry S. Jacobs Camp or to 
the charity of one’s choice. HW

IDF: ‘ABC’ Report on 
‘Harrowing’ Gaza Leaflets is 
Fake News

(Israel Hayom via JNS) – The Isra-
el Defense Forces issued a categorical 
denial regarding a report published 
by U.S. television network ABC last 
Wednesday, which claimed that Israel 
had dropped leaflets over Gaza stating 
that “the world map will not change if 
all the people of Gaza vanish.”

The report was featured in an ABC 
story focused on the war in the Gaza 
Strip.

The alleged message, which ABC 
characterized as “harrowing,” report-
edly contained statements including 
“Trump’s Gaza plan – which will im-
pose your forced displacement whether 
you like it or not.”

The purported leaflet also stated, “We 
have decided to make a final appeal to 
those who wish to receive aid in ex-
change for cooperating with us.”

According to ABC, the leaflet con-
cluded with the statement: “No one will 
feel for you, and no one will ask about 
you. You are left alone to face your in-
evitable fate.” The network failed to 
provide any verified evidence of the 
leaflet’s veracity.

The outlet later deleted the claim, 
adding an editor’s note last Thursday 
that read: “An earlier version of this 

article said that the IDF had dropped 
leaflets with disturbing messaging. ABC 
News has not been able to confirm the 
authenticity of these leaflets. The IDF 
denies dropping these leaflets.”

Social media platforms circulated 
what appears to be a fabricated docu-
ment written in Arabic and bearing an 
Israeli Security Agency (Shin Bet) logo. 
This document stands in stark contrast 
to legitimate communications issued by 
IDF Arabic spokesperson Col. Avichay 
Adraee, whose messages have called on 
Gaza residents to evacuate active com-
bat zones for their safety.

The IDF has firmly rejected these re-
ports, emphasizing that the document 
referenced in the ABC report is entirely 
fabricated.

Originally published by Israel Hay-
om. HW

By Neta Bar
The U.S. network 
claimed Israel 
distributed pamphlets 
saying “the world map 
will not change if all the 
people of Gaza vanish.”
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Joe Rogan Hosts Holocaust Revisionist Darryl Cooper on His 
Podcast and Complains of ‘Paranoid’ Jews

Hamas Fires 3 Rockets at Tel Aviv Area for the First Time in Months

A Facebook History Page Noted a Massacre of British Jews. 
Cue the Laughing Emojis.

By Grace Gilson
(JTA) – The Facebook page British 

History has a devoted but not particular-
ly emotive following. Multiple times a 
day, it posts an image and factoid from, 
well, British history, to a handful of 
comments and thumbs-up emojis.

But when it showed followers an 
image of Clifford’s Tower in York, En-
gland, over the weekend and informed 
them about an antisemitic massacre of 

150 Jews that took place there in 1190, 
the response was different.

More than 1,600 people applied Face-
book’s “laughing” emoji, signaling that 
they were making light of one of the 
starkest instances of antisemitic vio-
lence in British history. The massacre 
took place when an estimated 150 Jews 
who had taken refuge inside the tower 
chose to take their own lives rather than 

A view of Clifford’s Tower, the site where an estimated 150 Jews were 
killed in a medieval pogrom in 1190. Credit: Ian Forsyth/Getty Images

(JTA) – Joe Rogan, who hosts one of 
the most popular podcasts in the coun-
try, invited a Holocaust revisionist to his 
studio just over a week after interview-
ing someone who spreads antisemitic 
conspiracy theories.

Rogan’s interview of so-called “his-
torian” Darryl Cooper last Thursday 
followed his interview of conspira-
cy theorist Ian Carroll the prior week. 
In Carroll’s interview on March 5, he 
claimed sex offender Jeffrey Epstein 
“was clearly a Jewish organization 
working on behalf of Israel and other 
groups” and said Israel was founded by 

Jewish organized crime figures, accord-
ing to Jewish Insider.

In last week’s interview, Rogan gave 
Cooper free rein to espouse his views, 
which he praised as “nuanced” and 
“comprehensive.” Rogan also claimed 
to oppose antisemitism, which he said 
he saw rise following the Oct. 7, 2023, 
Hamas attack, though he added that 
Jews made too much of it at times.

“And then you start thinking the way 
your paranoid Jewish friends think, that 
everybody’s antisemitic, and you go, 
well, now I kind of understand why they 
think that way,” he told Cooper at one 

Joe Rogan anchors the broadcast during the UFC 281 event at Madison 
Square Garden in New York City, Nov. 12, 2022. Credit: Chris Unger/Zuffa 
LLC/Getty Images

By Ben Sales

be forcibly converted; a few who sought 
to escape were murdered.

Several commenters rejected the 
hateful responses. “Disgusting to see so 
many people laughing at this post. To-
tally think you’re in the wrong group,” 
one wrote.

The original poster, British History, 
replied to another comment decrying 
the antisemitic reactions saying that 
they had blocked many of the offenders.

But a handful of antisemitic com-
ments remained. When one commenter 
noted that Jews were later expelled from 
England and not allowed to return un-
til the 1650s, he got a reply of his own: 
“Should have kept the law !!” It got 265 
approving responses, compared to 100 
signaling anger.

The proliferation of mocking emo-
jis and antisemitic comments reflects a 
familiar dynamic for anyone engaging 
with Jewish content online in recent 
years, particularly as multiple social 
media platforms, including Facebook, 
have recently relaxed their policies 
against hate speech. Earlier this year, 
Meta, which owns Facebook, rolled 
back restrictions on free speech and 
stopped automating the detection and 

removal of hate speech.
The British History post about the 

massacre at Clifford’s Tower went up 
on its 835th anniversary. The same day, 
members of York’s Jewish community 
and local officials gathered for a memo-
rial service that takes place every year 
and doubles as a Holocaust memorial 
ceremony.

It was the second ceremony to in-
clude Rabbi Elisheva Salamo, the first 
rabbi to work in York since its Jewish 
population was wiped out in the massa-
cre. “Helping to rebuild what was once 
one of England’s most vibrant Jewish 
communities is an honor and a privi-
lege,” she told The Guardian when she 
was hired.

At the ceremony, Barbara Boyce, 
York’s former lord mayor who was in-
volved in the decision to memorialize 
the Holocaust locally, said she feared 
that contemporary discourse was red-
olent of the hate espoused before the 
massacres the ceremony was memori-
alizing.

“Social media has become an echo 
chamber that reinforces people’s prej-
udices,” she said. “Opinions, however 
ill-informed, can be published.” HW

point. “So I kind of understand the over-
reaction, but it is still an overreaction, 
and I think what you do is very valuable.”

The Cooper interview was the sec-
ond time in recent months that Cooper 
has been the guest of a commentator 
with a huge following on the right. In 
September, he was interviewed by Don-
ald Trump ally Tucker Carlson, who 
praised his work. In that interview, Coo-
per falsely suggested that the murder 
of millions of Jews was an unintended 
consequence of Hitler’s unpreparedness 
for war, and that the Jews killed in con-
centration camps “ended up dead there.”

Cooper promoted similar falsehoods 
in his Rogan interview and devoted a 
long segment to explaining – at Rogan’s 
request – Adolf Hitler’s antisemitism as 
borne of battle weariness and econom-
ic hardship. He claimed among other 
things that Hitler opposed the mass 1938 
Kristallnacht pogrom, and that Hitler 
came to be antisemitic from feeling the 
reason Germans were in a “sorry state” 
was because “they’re being manipulated 
by the Jews, by the Jewish press, by the 
Jews who own the theaters and put out 
the films and whatever else.”

He added, “I think the thing that gave 
it emotional valence for him is that his 
antisemitism is what allowed him to 
love the German people.”

Cooper has long drawn condemna-
tion from antisemitism and bigotry 
watchdogs, as well as actual historians 

of World War II and the Holocaust. 
His prominence – he has hundreds of 
thousands of followers on X and other 
platforms – comes as people espous-
ing white supremacist and pro-Hitler 
rhetoric have found jobs in the Trump 
administration as well as in traditional 
media.

“Engaging in Holocaust denial and 
distortion disqualifies you as a credi-
ble historian,” Jonathan Greenblatt, the 
CEO of the Anti-Defamation League, 
tweeted in September about Cooper.

Last week, an ADL newsletter on ex-
tremism said the series of recent appear-
ances by far-right figures on popular 
podcasts “underscores a worrying trend: 
false narratives about Jews and Israel 
are being normalized.”

The ADL drew criticism for giving 
Elon Musk the benefit of the doubt 
when the Trump backer and White 
House advisor gave what appeared to 
be a Nazi salute in January. This week, 
it criticized Musk, without using his 
name, after Musk shared a social me-
dia post saying that civil servants, not 
Hitler, were responsible for the murder 
of the Jews during the Holocaust. (The 
post was later deleted.)

“It is deeply disturbing and irrespon-
sible for someone with a large public 
platform to elevate the kind of rhetoric 
that serves to undermine the serious-
ness of these issues,” the group tweet-
ed. HW

By Ben Sales
(JTA) – Hamas fired three rockets 

from the Gaza Strip at the Tel Aviv area, 

the first time Israel has had missile fire 
in months and another sign that the Isra-
el-Hamas war has resumed.

No one was injured by the rockets, 
which set off warning sirens in several 
suburbs adjacent to Tel Aviv. One was 
shot down by Israel’s missile defense 
system and two others fell in open areas.

The rockets came days after Israel 
ended its ceasefire with Hamas, con-
ducting airstrikes targeting the terror 
group’s leaders in the Gaza Strip. And 
they came hours after a rocket sent by 
the Houthi terror group in Yemen trig-
gered warning sirens in central Israel 
and interrupted proceedings at Israel’s 
parliament, the Knesset.

Contrails of Israeli Iron Dome 
anti-missile defense system 
strike Hamas rockets overhead 
as Hamas militants in Gaza 
continue fire into Israel, despite 
being targeted by more than 
14,000 strikes during eight weeks 
of Israeli bombardment and 
a ground offensive, in Sderot, 
Israel, Dec. 4, 2023. Credit: Scott 
Peterson/Getty Images

Last Wednesday, Israel also resumed 
its ground operations in Gaza, retaking 
parts of the Netzarim corridor, an area 
previously held by the Israeli military 
that splits the southern and northern 
halves of the territory.

Last Wednesday morning, mass pro-
tests had erupted in Jerusalem over the 
war’s resumption, which protesters said 
endangered the 59 hostages still held 
by Hamas in Gaza. Netanyahu cited 
Hamas’ refusal to release the hostages 
in his announcement that fighting would 
resume. HW
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Call 901-286-5063
www.midsouthok.com

Adult Karate Classes 
with 

Sensei Wendy Cohen

Classes held at
Tri State Martial Arts 
Center in the Walmart 
Plaza in Collierville

Karate and Self Defense That’s Right For You

What type of caregiver 
are you looking for?

I am passionate about helping families care for their 
elderly loved ones at home.

I have 25+ years experience in assisted living, 
retirement home settings.

Please give me a call at 901.282.0248
or email me at msmiddlebrook1@bellsouth.net

Music in the Meadow
Temple Israel’s TIMPO Fest 
returns for year two

The TI Memphis Jewish Choir was one of a number of local groups who 
performed at last year’s TIMPO Music Fest and are on the schedule for this 
year’s TIMPO Fest.

In April of last year, over 500 mem-
bers of the Memphis Jewish communi-
ty were treated to music, food, fun and 
games in the meadow of Temple Israel at 
the first annual TIMPO Music Festival.

From kids bouncing in inflatables to 
adults toasting with signature “TIM-
PO-Tinis,” last year’s event truly had 
something for everyone. The music – 
a mix of Jewish favorites and beloved 
classics from artists like Stevie Wonder 
and The Beatles – brought the commu-
nity together in a special way. Temple 
Israel Music Director Emily Groff Hei-
lborn, who founded and leads the TIM-
PO program, called it “one of her favor-
ite moments at Temple Israel.”

Now rebranded as “TIMPO Fest,” the 
event is back for a second year and will 
hold court in the meadow on April 27 
from 11:30 a.m. until 2 p.m. with more 
live performances, delicious eats and 
activities for all ages.

Featured acts for TIMPO Fest 2025 
include The TI Band, TI Memphis Jew-
ish Choir, TI Staff Band, TI Teen Band 
and TI Songleaders along with a special 
reunion performance from the beloved 
Ruach ensemble. New for this year, the 
MJCC Theater Conservatory will also 
join the lineup for a special guest per-
formance. Beyond the music, guests can 
enjoy a free bar with signature cock-
tails, three food trucks and Mempops 
to keep things cool. Kids will love the 
face painting, balloon animals and in-
flatables designed for all ages.

TIMPO Fest is made possible thanks 
to our incredible Community Partners 
and Sponsors, including Bornblum Jew-
ish Community School, Cub Scout Pack 
25, Memphis JCC, PJ Library, Tem-
ple Israel Brotherhood, Temple Israel 
Sisterhood, TI Juniors Troop 13142, 
Wendy and Avron Fogelman Religious 
School and the World Zionist Congress: 
Vote REFORM.

The festival entry is free, but we ask 
people to register in order to get their 
wristbands. You’ll find the registration 

link on Temple Israel’s website in the 
Events Calendar. Once you’ve signed 
up, be sure to check your confirmation 
email for details on when and how to 
pick up your wristband. Join us for an 
unforgettable day of music, community, 
and celebration – we can’t wait to see 
you there! HW

HaveaSimcha?
share with

The Hebrew Watchman
readers 

901.763.2215
info@hebrewwatchman.com



PAGE 12    |    MARCH 27, 2025	 THE HEBREW WATCHMAN    |    hebrewwatchman.com

Exclusive to THW Readers

Debbie Rosenthal
& Mark Grishman
(901) 682-5600

$500 ONBOARD CREDIT
Book by March 31, 2025 to get up to

YOUR WORLD INCLUDEDTM

2 for 1 Cruise Fares
Gourmet Specialty Dining

Shipboard Gratuities
Unlimited Starlink® WiFi

And so much more...

up to 25%
BONUS SAVINGS

--- plus ---
YOUR WORLD

by CHOICE
--- choose one: ---

Unlimited Wine, Beer & Spirits
Shipboard Credit up to $1,000

Free or Reduced Airfare
on select sailings

June 3- August 1

SUMMER CAMP
2025!

Join the Fun at temple israel  

Limited
space!

beach party blast : week 1

For ages 6 weeks through rising Junior-K 

Call today! 901.937-2784
or email kallieb      timemphis.org@

901.761.1263
6060 Poplar Ave STE 140, Memphis, TN 38119

www.harkavyshainberg.com

Harkavy McDaniel Kaplan & Salomon P.C.

Harkavy Shainberg Kaplan PLC and 
Williams McDaniel, PLLC

have merged, forming one of the city’s
premier full-service law firms.


