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“The children of Holocaust survivors 
are collectively referred to as the Sec-
ond Generation. Not since the biblical 
flood and the start of a new world with 
Noah had there been a second count-
ing of generations. Our parents’ entire 
world was destroyed, and with us they 
had to begin anew.”

Anna Salton Eisen, author and daugh-
ter of Holocaust survivors, writes these 
powerful words in the introduction to 
her memoir “Pillar of Salt: A Daughter’s 
Life in the Shadow of the Holocaust.” 
She’ll be delivering the keynote address 
at this year’s 63rd Annual Yom HaSho-
ah Commemoration, “Echoes of Liber-
ation: Intergenerational Implications,” 

hosted by the Memphis Jewish Federa-
tion on April 23.

Yom HaShoah, Holocaust Remem-
brance Day, serves as a crucial moment 
for communities worldwide to honor the 
six million Jews murdered during the 
Holocaust. This year, the annual event 
will explore intergenerational responsi-
bility and resilience through the lens of 
Anna Salton Eisen’s family’s story.

The daughter of two Holocaust sur-
vivors, Eisen never heard her parents 
speak about the horrors they endured in 
Europe as children – until she acciden-
tally discovered two watercolor paint-
ings by her father depicting his brutal 
experiences and embarked on a journey 
as an adult to finally break their silence.

“I had never heard my father speak 
about the Holocaust before,” she said. 
“It always seemed like something for-
bidden to talk about in my childhood. 
But I think he was waiting to be asked.”

As the first generation of Holocaust 
survivors grows smaller, Eisen’s pres-
ence at the event brings a unique and 
powerful dimension to the commem-
oration. In addition to “Pillar of Salt,” 
Eisen co-authored her father’s Holo-
caust memoir, “The 23rd Psalm: A Ho-
locaust Memoir” and has been featured 
in numerous major news outlets, includ-
ing CNN, The New York Times, The 
Washington Post and Fox News.

Eisen, a founding member of Congre-
gation Beth Israel in Colleyville, Texas, 

was already a prominent Holocaust edu-
cation speaker when her synagogue was 
targeted by a terrorist in a hostage cri-
sis in January 2022. In the years since, 
Eisen has spoken repeatedly to media 
and her audiences about the importance 
of Holocaust awareness in light of rising 
anti-Semitism.

“The Holocaust and antisemitism 
used to be history, but now they are cur-
rent events,” she said.

The theme of “Echoes of Liberation: 
Intergenerational Implications” high-
lights the ongoing relevance of Holo-
caust remembrance in today’s world. 
Eisen’s presentation will focus on the 
ways that the experiences of survivors 
continue to resonate through their chil-
dren and grandchildren, shaping their 
identities and perspectives. She will dis-
cuss the responsibilities of subsequent 
generations to carry the torch of remem-
brance and to combat the rising tides of 
antisemitism and hate.

Eisen’s perspective will address the 
complex questions of how to honor the 
past while building a future free from 
prejudice. She brings a message of hope 
and resilience, emphasizing the impor-
tance of education, empathy and dia-
logue in fostering a more just and com-
passionate world.

In addition to Eisen’s keynote, the 
Commemoration will also feature an 
original Holocaust musical selection 
performed by violinist Diane Zelick-

man Cohen and clarinetist Rena Feller, 
written by Dr. Stanley Friedman; Rab-
bi Cantor David Julian of Or Chadash 
Conservative Synagogue leading the 
national anthem with the Fourth Gen-
eration Choir; greetings and personal 
message by Co-Chairs Harry and Mi-
chelle Diament, survivors and second 
generation survivors lighting memori-
al candles, featuring Shoshana Cenker 
and her children reading the biogra-
phies of those who perished; prayers 
by Rabbi Micah Greenstein of Temple 
Israel and Cantor Ricky Kampf of Bar-
on Hirsch Congregation with second 
generation survivors leading the com-
munity memorial Kaddish; Rabbi Sarit 
Horwitz of Beth Sholom Synagogue 
delivering the closing benediction; and 
all clergy leading the Hatikvah joining 
with Memphians who served in the 
IDF.

The Memphis Jewish Federation’s 
Yom HaShoah Commemoration is a 
crucial opportunity for the communi-
ty to come together in solidarity and 
remembrance. It provides a space for 
reflection, education and a collective 
commitment to ensuring that the les-
sons of the Holocaust are never forgot-
ten.

Pre-registration is required to attend 
the Yom HaShoah Commemoration. 
Location will be provided upon registra-
tion. To register, visit jcpmemphis.org/
yomhashoah. HW

Anna Salton Eisen, author and 
daughter of Holocaust survivors, 
will speak at this year’s Yom 
HaShoah Commemoration.

The Memphis-Israel connection is 
stronger than ever, thanks to a series 
of recent visits by – and to – sister city, 
Shoham.

A delegation from the Memphis Jew-
ish Federation’s Shoham Partnership 
Committee visited Shoham, a town of 
23,000 in central Israel, in February. 
This trip was a journey of discovery and 
connection for Memphians. The expe-

rience was made more personal, as the 
Memphis delegation – which includ-
ed Lee Harkavy, Sarah Siegel, Laura 
Harkavy, Hila Shimony, Shoham Part-
nership Chair Keri Unowsky and Fed-
eration Executive Vice President Bluma 
Zuckerbrot-Finkelstein – stayed with 
Shoham committee members, immers-
ing themselves in the daily life of Israe-
lis and strengthening relationships with 

their Shoham counterparts.
Their itineraries included a visit to 

Kedma Youth Village, a meeting with 
Liat Amar-Aran, Head of Rehabilitation 
and Development for the Western Ne-
gev at the Jewish Agency, and a tour of 
Wadi Attir, showcasing the innovative 
work of the Bedouin community. The 
group also explored the Jack, Joseph 
and Morton Mandel Innovation Center 
in Yeruham, originally a development 
town for Moroccan immigrants, expe-
riencing the Negev’s unique blend of 
innovation and tradition.

The delegation spent Shabbat with 
host families and came together for a 
beautiful Havdalah with Rabbi Rinat 
Sefania of the Reform Congregation in 
Shoham. Following Havdalah, Shoham 
community members shared painful and 
inspiring experiences about the hostages 
and the ongoing war.

Visits to the Shachaf Democratic 
School and Ulpanat Shalhevet, where 
they met with Israeli students currently 

twinning with Bornblum Jewish Com-
munity School and Margolin Hebrew 
Academy, and a lecture by Dr. Lior Yo-
hanani of the Israel Democracy Insti-
tute, provided insight into Israeli society 
and current events.

The Memphians also gained a deep-
er understanding of the critical work of 
the Jewish Agency for Israel, including 
rebuilding destroyed southern commu-
nities, easing financial burdens with 
grants from the Victims of Terror Fund, 
and facilitating Ukrainian, Russian, 
and Ethiopian Aliyah and Absorption. 
They also convened for a meeting of the 
Memphis-Shoham Partnership Steering 
Committee to review past projects and 
discuss new ones for the next year.

The Memphians left Shoham with a re-
newed sense of connection to Israel and 
a deeper understanding of the challenges 
and triumphs facing the community.

Just weeks later, in March, a group 

(See Shoham Page 2)

The delegation in Makhtesh Yerucham, Israel.



PAGE 2    |    APRIL 17, 2025	 THE HEBREW WATCHMAN    |    hebrewwatchman.com

Educators from Shoham at Temple Israel’s Purim Carnival.
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Memphis Candlelighting Time

Shoham...
(Continued From Page 1)

of Shoham educators reciprocated 
the visit, arriving in Memphis to fur-
ther strengthen the bonds forged earli-
er in the year. This exchange included 
delegation members Libat Kaminsky 
(Education Coordinator for the Mem-
phis-Shoham Partnership), Noa Keren 
Penhala (Principal of Ulpanat Shalhe-
vet), Elisheva Levy (Teacher at Ulpanat 
Shalhevet), Ronit Dahan (Teacher at 
Yahalom School) and Iris Raber Cohen 
(Teacher at the Shachaf School), who 
experienced the warmth and hospitality 
of the Memphis Jewish community.

Their itinerary was carefully designed 
to provide a comprehensive understand-
ing of Memphis’s history, culture and 
Jewish community. Highlights includ-
ed a poignant tour of the National Civil 
Rights Museum, a visit to Crosstown 
Concourse and Kabbalat Shabbat ser-
vices at Bornblum and Margolin, Baron 
Hirsch and Temple Israel.

The twinning program between the 
Memphis and Shoham schools was 
a central focus, as Elisheva and Noa 
taught classes at Margolin, and Iris and 
Ronit visited Bornblum, reinforcing 
the existing connections between the 
schools. Middle school students defined 
their three most important values with 
Morah Ronit and Morah Almalem (they 
chose love, unity and understanding). 
The same debate will take place in the 
twin class at Yahalom School in Sho-
ham. Morah Ronit and Morah Almalem 
also baked a cake with the two twin 
classes, utilizing a recipe chosen from 
the farmers of the Gaza Envelope.

“It was such a joy to host Iris and 
Ronit at Bornblum, and to see that 
our twinning program is stronger than 
ever,” said Michal Almalem, Jewish 
Studies Principal at Bornblum Jewish 
Community School. “From exploring 
the Haggadah to baking Israeli reci-
pes, our students engaged in hands-on, 

values-driven learning with our Israeli 
friends that will reinforce their connec-
tion to Israel for years to come.”

At Margolin, Elisheva and Noa spoke 
to several grade classes. They focused 
on sharing the stories, language and his-
tory of Shoham and Israel with students. 
Teachers at Margolin say that students 
left feeling more connected to the land 
and to the people of Israel.

“We were so excited to welcome 
Elisheva and Noa to our school!” said 
Anat Kampf, Middle School Principal at 
Margolin Hebrew Academy. “So many 
of our students commented how mean-
ingful their visit was and how much they 
learned from them. It is very different 
for our students to hear firsthand reports 
from educators on the ground about the 
situation in Israel. Our teachers very 
much enjoyed observing Noa and Eli-
sheva teach, and they commented how 
impressive, creative and engaging they 
were. This visit helped build an even 
stronger bond between our two cities, 
and we are looking forward to hosting 
them again in the near future.”

The Shoham educators also experi-
enced the heart of Memphis through vis-
its to Beale Street, the MJCC, the Tem-
ple Israel Purim Carnival and Memphis 
Jewish Home and Rehab. A particularly 
moving conversation with River City 
BBG students about their experienc-
es following October 7 deepened the 
understanding of the challenges faced 
by American Jewish youth. The week 
culminated in collaborative lesson plan-
ning, faculty meetings, a screening of 
“October 8,” and heartfelt farewells.

The impact of the Memphis visit on 
the Shoham educators was profound. 
Elisheva Levy shared, “This journey 
was about more than building relation-
ships – it was about strengthening them. 
I leave with a deeper understanding of 
Jewish life in Memphis and will carry 

these experiences with me always.”
Libat Kaminsky emphasized the 

broader impact, stating, “This was a 
meaningful delegation that showcased 
the deep connections built over the years 
between teachers in Shoham and Mem-
phis. The Jewish community embraced 
us warmly, and we engaged in profound 
conversations with community mem-
bers and youth about Jewish identity, Is-
rael and the challenges of antisemitism. 
Building relationships and investing in 
education are the true bridges between 
Israel and the Diaspora.”

“What a wonderful week and visit,” 
said Lee Harkavy. “It is so nice to con-
tinue to grow our mishpacha.”

Even Shoham’s city leadership ex-
pressed their gratitude for the visit.

“This delegation represents a signifi-
cant step in deepening the ties between 
our communities, providing a meaning-
ful opportunity for personal encounters 
with students and educators in Mem-
phis, and strengthening the shared Jew-
ish identity between Israel and the Dias-
pora,” said Dafna Rabinowitch, Mayor 
of Shoham. HW
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By Ted Roberts
The best of 
Ted’s work — 
a collection 
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The MJCC Larisa and Ben Baer 
Senior Adult Club Happenings
Lunch is Monday–Friday at 11:30 a.m. All programs start at 12:15 p.m.
Monthly Luncheon is at noon.

Cell 901.483.0546 • Office 901.682.1868
shelrose@memphisrelocate.com
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When you want the job DONE, 
call Shel-DONE!

Too Good To Be True!!!

Forget the fact that 5681 Shady Glen has over 5000 square feet 
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Dishwashers, Two Pantries, Two Breakfast Bars, 38 Cabinets, 14 
Drawers and over $110,000 in upgrades and Public Rooms galore for 
entertaining or separate functions, it’s a perfect home for a large or 
active family or for multi-generational living (think In-Law)! It’s now 
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Erb = Excellence

Kelly Erb 
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Cell 901.355.3830
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Monday, April 21
Speaker: Floy Bluestein, local Real 

Estate Broker, with J. D. Marks, Inc., 
Realtors

Topic: Preventing Real Estate 
Scams

Mrs. Bluestein has been in real estate 
for over 50 years and will cover topics 
such as what to do if you receive an 
appraisal that is much higher than last 
year’s. She will also talk about some of 
the scams that have been in the news 
recently, such as the attempt to “Steal” 
Graceland, as well as other properties. 
This should be a very enlightening topic 
to hear. A question-and-answer period 
will follow. This talk is open to all.

Wednesday April 23
MJCC Larissa and Ben Baer Se-

nior Adult Club Monthly Luncheon
Entertainment featuring Julianne 

Thomas & Dom Fosco.
This is one of our favorite duos who 

many have asked to have back. Julianne 
and Dom have been making music all 
their lives. They each have many ac-
complishments in their long careers but 
along the way, the best reward is the 
love of sharing what they do. Julianne 
offers a stirring vocal style with a joy-
ful presence while Dom is an amazing 
instrumentalist on keyboard, sax and 
backgrounds. Their repertoire includes 
traditional jazz, standards, blues and 
R&B. Everyone will sing, smile, swoon 
over the tunes and tap their toes while 
Julianne and Dom create a journey back 
in time that is “Unforgettable.”

The Monthly Luncheon has recently 
been drawing around 70 people with 
a cost of only $5 for a kosher catered 
meal plus dessert served by the MJCC 
staff. There is a group of volunteers 
who spend the day before decorating 
the room, so everyone is sure to enjoy 
it as soon as they walk in. A few games 
of Bingo will follow the lunch and en-
tertainment. Bring your friends or come 
by yourself and make some new friends! 
This month’s luncheon is sponsored by 
The Avaline, Assisted Living and Mem-
ory Care.

Reservations can be made by calling 
the front desk of the MJCC at 901-761-
0810. Hope to see you there.

Monday, April 28
Mid-South Hobbies Special Art 

Project
We will again have the privilege of 

having Mid-South Hobbies bring a Spe-
cial Art Project for the group. A few 
weeks ago, we went on a field trip to 
their location on Summer Ave. They al-
ways bring a really cool project. There 
is no charge for the art project. It is 
always a lot of fun and their teachers 
make it very enjoyable. No experience 
is necessary, and if the project is not fin-
ished, everyone takes supplies home to 
finish at their own home. Come have a 
nice lunch and bring home something 
that you did yourself. Reservations are 
needed by the Friday before so we have 
enough projects and food for everyone.

Wednesday, April 30
Rabbi Talk with Rabbi Noach 

Karp, Director of Memphis Jewish 
Experience for the Memphis Kollel.

Topic: What’s up with The Beard?
You may figure from the title that 

Rabbi Karp’s talks are not the typi-
cal ones you hear. Rabbi Karp always 
brings a fun and informative topic to his 
talks at the MJCC! Come listen, learn 
and enjoy a session with this engaging 
rabbi. There is a reservation needed for 
the lunch but not the rabbi’s talk. We 
hope to see you here.

Please join us Monday through Friday 
for a delicious kosher lunch from the 
kitchens at Memphis Jewish Home & 
Rehab. The cost is only $2 for seniors. 
Reservations are required the day before 
by 1 p.m. by contacting Steve Kaplan, 
Adult Services Coordinator, at 901-259-
9220 or stevekaplan@jccmemphis.org 
or by calling the front desk at 901-761-
0810. Steve works Monday through 
Thursday 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. HW

Julianne Thomas & Dom Fosco

MOVING?
PLEASE LET US KNOW

BEFORE YOU GO!
901.763.2215

info@hebrewwatchman.com

In celebration of our 100-Year Anniversary, we are asking readers to 
submit old clippings from past editions. Here is our first submission by 

Natalie Rosenberg from the April 17, 1986, edition.
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Planting Seeds of Philanthropy: B’nai Tzedek Nurtures New 
Generation of Givers

Sheri Gadberry, Senior Philanthropic Officer and Executive Vice 
President of the Foundation, Jewish Community Partners

In honor of the 30-year anniversary of the Jewish Foundation of Memphis, we are showcasing the Foundation’s history and impact through a content 
series across multiple platforms. This will include a regular article series in The Hebrew Watchman, with each article focusing on different themes and 
delving into the core principles of the Foundation, including endowment building, supporting partner agencies and promoting legacy giving.

Since its inception in 2002, the Jewish 
Foundation of Memphis’ B’nai Tzedek 
program has nurtured a new generation 
of young philanthropists. The initiative 
empowers bar and bat mitzvah students 
to establish their own charitable funds, 
laying the groundwork for a lifetime of 
dedicated giving.

Aimed at instilling the values of tze-
dakah (righteous giving) in young peo-
ple at a pivotal moment in their lives, 
B’nai Tzedek provides teens with the 
tools and knowledge to make informed 
philanthropic decisions, cultivating a 
commitment to community service.

Two important families made this 
program a reality: Bobbie Shainberg 
first came up with the concept and seed 
money, and Bunny and Jeff Goldstein 
have been the program’s sponsors and 
funders. The initiative would not be the 
success it is today, 23 years later, with-
out their generous support. Incredibly 
dedicated staff members have been in-
strumental to B’nai Tzedek’s profound 
impact and include Susan Nieman, 
Molly Wexler, Josie Ballin and Carolyn 
Schrier. These individuals launched the 
program into two successful decades of 
impact, and thanks in part to their lead-
ership, B’nai Tzedek was recognized in 
the early 2000s as a Youth Philanthropy 
of the Year by The Association of Fund-
raising Professionals.

Laura Kaplan Paller, Jewish Commu-
nity Partners’ VP of Finance & Opera-
tions, was among the first participants 
when the program was initiated in 2002. 
As she recounts in the Foundation’s new 
donor-focused podcast, “Generations of 
Giving,” B’nai Tzedek sparked a pas-
sion for Jewish philanthropy that has 
resonated throughout her life.

“At 35, I’m now an active partici-
pant in Memphis Jewish life in so many 
ways – and that all stems back to when I 
joined B’nai Tzedek at age 12,” Kaplan 
Paller said. “It inspired me not only to 
join the Foundation’s Board as an adult, 
but also to dedicate my career to Jewish 
nonprofit leadership.”

The journey begins with each partic-
ipant establishing their own individual 
charitable fund, endowed with a portion 
of their bar or bat mitzvah gifts. This 
act of ownership empowers them to 
become active stakeholders in the com-
munity’s well-being. Guided by experi-
enced mentors, they undergo a compre-
hensive learning experience, exploring 
the diverse needs and challenges facing 
local organizations.

Central to the B’nai Tzedek curricu-
lum are workshops, discussions and site 
visits that provide firsthand exposure to 
the impact of philanthropy. Participants 
gain a deeper understanding of the vital 
work being carried out by various non-

The Jewish Foundation of Memphis celebrating 10 years of teen 
philanthropy at the 2013 Annual Meeting.  Bobbie Shainberg, Molly 
Wexler and Bunny and Jeff (not pictured) Goldstein were honored for 
their support of Memphis B’nai Tzedek.

profits, fostering empathy and a sense of 
shared responsibility.

During last year’s annual B’nai Tze-
dek Bus Tour, teens visited various 
partner agencies to see their impact in 
action. At Temple Israel, they learned 
about the history of Jewish Memphis 
from author Judy Ringel. At Hillels of 
Memphis, they explored Jewish life on 
campus and revisited the interfaith seder 
program they had helped fund.

In addition to the opportunity for 
individual philanthropy, the program 
brings teens together to take part in a 
collaborative grant-making process, 
where participants collectively de-
liberate and decide how to allocate 
$10,000 annually for programmatic 
funding throughout Jewish Memphis. 
Programs that have been funded in the 
past include Senior Hot Meals, inclu-
sion programming at the Memphis 
Jewish Community Center, Creative 
Aging experiences at Plough Towers 
and interfaith seders through Hillels of 
Memphis.

The program’s impact extends far be-

yond the individual participants, shap-
ing the future of the Memphis Jewish 
community. By empowering young 
people to become active philanthropists, 
B’nai Tzedek ensures a legacy of giving 
that will benefit generations to come.

“I am proud to be a member of a 
group that directly benefits the commu-
nity,” said Wallis Rogin, a student at St. 
Mary’s School. “Though I am only in 
high school, I get to review grant appli-
cations and meet with program directors 
to decide which projects to fund, and I 
find that truly exciting.”

“B’nai Tzedek is an amazing program 
led by terrific people where teens get to 
make decisions that benefit the Mem-
phis community,” said Jack Shanker, 
from Memphis University School. “It is 
incredibly encouraging that what we do 
can make such a big impact on other peo-
ples’ lives. Also, I have made new friends 
through this program and strengthened 
the ones that I already had. I recommend 
every teen join B’nai Tzedek.”

To learn more about B’nai Tzedek, visit 
jcpmemphis.org/teen-philanthropy. HW

One of the first groups of B’nai Tzedek participants in an early meeting to 
discuss ways of giving.
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Memphis Conference for Jewish Women 
Unites Community in Day of Inspiration

Watch Them Thrive with In-Home Care
The specially trained caregivers at Comfort Keepers pro-
vide meaningful, in-home care so seniors can live inde-
pendently. From providing companionship to caring for 
those with dementia, we’re here to help your loved one 
thrive and give you peace of mind.

In-Home
Care Services

• Personal care

• Companionship and 
   housekeeping

• Dementia and 
   Alzheimer’s care

• Respite care

• Safety solutions

901-207-8209
Home + Life + Care | ComfortKeepers.com

Comfort Keepers of the Mid-South, 5668 S Rex Rd #200, Memphis, Tennessee 38119

© 2022 CK Franchising, Inc. An international network where most offices are independently owned and operated.

The Memphis Jewish Community 
Center was abuzz with energy and en-
thusiasm as over 70 women gathered 
for the Memphis Conference for Jewish 
Women on Sunday, March 16. The day-
long event offered participants a mean-
ingful blend of spiritual growth, practi-
cal workshops and social connection.

“This conference represents the vi-
brant spirit of our Jewish women’s com-
munity in Memphis,” said Mrs. Miriam 
Karp of MJX, coordinator of the event. 
“We designed it to nurture both mind 
and soul while creating space for genu-
ine relationships to flourish.”

The conference opened with a wel-
coming registration area where attend-
ees enjoyed morning refreshments in-
cluding fresh fruit, yogurt parfaits and 
vegetable cups. Participants then dis-
persed to their choice of morning ses-
sions, which covered relevant topics in-
cluding parenting challenges, women’s 
health concerns, text-based Torah dis-
cussion and Passover preparation.

The midday break featured an ele-
gant luncheon catered by Sam’s Corner 
of MJCC. The meal showcased a dairy 
feast with salmon, fettuccine alfredo, 
pesto, hearty soups and fresh salads. 
During lunch, Mrs. Karp addressed the 
audience, expressing the joy and impor-
tance of bringing women together and 
acknowledging the event’s sponsors.

The conference highlight came when 
keynote speaker Batya Feigenbaum 
took the stage. Feigenbaum, who nav-
igates life as a partial paraplegic using 
a mobility scooter, captivated the au-
dience with her compelling personal 
journey. Her presentation skillfully 
balanced humor with profound insights 
about overcoming obstacles.

Batya’s message transcended reli-
gious boundaries. Demonstrating how 
to face life’s challenges with grace and 
even find joy in unexpected circum-
stances.

The afternoon continued with a sec-
ond round of workshops that built upon 
Ms. Feigenbaum’s themes while offer-
ing practical applications. Sessions in-
cluded discussions on implementing the 
keynote’s lessons, preparations for the 
upcoming Passover Seder, marriage en-
richment and women’s health exercises.

Before departing, participants gath-
ered for dessert and final conversations, 
with each woman receiving a special 
Passover Haggadah and the Feigen-
baum Family Candle Lighting Guide as 
keepsakes.

For more information about upcom-
ing events hosted by Memphis Jewish 
Experience, visit the Memphis Jewish 
Experience website memphisjx.org and/
or info@memphisjx.org. HW

Keynote Speaker Batya 
Feigenbaum

HaveaSimcha?
share with

The Hebrew Watchman
readers 

901.763.2215
info@hebrewwatchman.com

$50 per photo
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Call 901-286-5063
www.midsouthok.com

Adult Karate Classes 
with 

Sensei Wendy Cohen

Classes held at
Tri State Martial Arts 
Center in the Walmart 
Plaza in Collierville

Karate and Self Defense That’s Right For You

T-shirts
mugs

Toni Nieman
DynamicDuoDesign1@gmail.com

Custom

hats 
koozies

and more...

Preparing for Life’s Final Journey
with Compassion and Care

3085 Fountainside Dr. Suite 210
Germantown, TN 38138

901-560-3600
www.hospiceofhopetn.com

Hope
Hospice & Palliative CareHospice & Palliative Care

Practice Limited to Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery 

780 Ridge Lake Blvd • Suite 101• Memphis, TN• 38120 
P [901-682-8431]• F [901-682-2345]
www.bluffcityoralsurgery.com

Diplomates of the American Board of 
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery

Dr. Matthew Breit  
Dr. John C. Swearingen 

THE HEBREW WATCHMAN
CELEBRATING 100 YEARS!
HEBREWWATCHMAN.COM

Highly Recommended Caregiver
with 15+ years of experience.

Call Janet Fisher
901-605-1248

References available
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Memphis Jewish Federation’s 2025 BGS Soirée

Mutual of Omaha Mortgage, Inc., NMLS ID 1025894. 3131 Camino Del Rio N 1100, San Diego, CA 92108. Toll Free #: (877) 978-1922.  Subject to Credit 
Approval. For licensing information, go to: www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org

With over 20 years in mortgage lending, Scott Sorin has the 
know-how to make it happen! Whether you’re eyeing a new 
home, refinancing, need a unique jumbo loan or portfolio 
lending, Scott is here to explore every financing path with you.

Flexible Loan Options:

• Conventional Financing

• Jumbo

• FHA / VA

• Portfolio

• Reverse and more!

Let’s connect today! 
I’m ready to help 
you achieve your 

homeownership goals.

Scott Sorin 
NMLS: 40975
Regional VP | Business Dev. 
Mobile: (901) 378-2244 
ssorin@mutualmortgage.com

EXPIRATION 11/2027

1520822078

Ready to Buy 
Your Dream Home 
or Refinance?

Benjamin Lazarov, Martin Klazmer (Memphis Jewish Federation Board 
Member), Simon Chanin, Matt Breit, Leor Reef, Joey Notowich (Ben 
Gurion Society Committee Member), Lindsey Reef and Jenny Cook (Ben 
Gurion Society Co-Chair).

Ben Gurion Society Co-chairs Jenny Cook and Jana Weiskopf.

Ben Gurion Society event attendees.

Benajmin Lazarov, Emily Lennon, Marc Lennon, Sammy Rosenberg, Scott 
Weiskopf, Laura Kaplan (Vice President of Operations and Finance for 
Jewish Community Partners), Jana Weiskopf (Ben Gurion Society co-
chair), Jenny Cook (Ben Gurion Society co-chair) and Scott Notowich 
(Memphis Jewish Federation Chair).
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Breaking Down the Numbers: The Soaring U.S. National 
Debt
Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director - Investments, Wells Fargo Advisors
Questions for Mike? You can reach him at 901.761.8151 or Michael.Stein@WellsFargoAdvisors.com • fa.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael-stein

Changing jobs, switching 
employers, or retiring? 
Don’t leave your 401(k) or 403(b) unattended

Investment and Insurance Products:
NOT FDIC Insured NO Bank Guarantee MAY Lose Value

Wells Fargo Advisors does not provide tax or legal advice. 

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing 
Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank 
affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. © 2020 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, 
LLC. All rights reserved. CAR-0720-04236

Mike Stein
Managing Director – Investments
6075 Poplar Ave
Memphis, TN 38119
Direct: (901) 761-8151
michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com
 

Windows • Doors • Siding

MICHAEL LURIE
WINDOW WORLD OF MEMPHIS

4899 Summer Ave. Suite 104
Memphis, TN 38122

WindowWorldMemphis.com

memphis@windowworld.com 

mobile: 901-233-2921
o�ce: 901-684-6670

Pediatric Dentistry
Michael Blen DDS -- Lydia Watson DDS

6363 Poplar Ave, Suite 110  --  Memphis, TN 38119
901-415-2536  --  www.drblen.com

What type of caregiver 
are you looking for?

I have 25+ years experience as a professional caregiver.
I am passionate about helping families care for their 

elderly loved ones at home, in hospitals, assisted living and 
retirement home settings. I am also available for overnights. 

Please give me a call at 901.282.0248
or email me at msmiddlebrook1@bellsouth.net

The U.S. national debt is the total 
amount of money owed by the feder-
al government. As of March 2025, it 
stands at $36.21 trillion.1

The difference between deficit and 
debt

When the federal government spends 
more money than it collects in taxes in 
any given fiscal year (the government’s 
fiscal year runs from October 1 to Sep-
tember 30), there is a deficit. The oppo-
site of a deficit is a surplus.

To fund its operations when there is a 
deficit, the government borrows money 
by selling Treasury notes, bills, bonds, 
and other securities to investors, pay-
ing interest based on the interest rate 
environment at the time the security is 
issued. The interest owed to these inves-
tors adds to each year’s spending deficit 
(if any) and further increases the nation-
al debt over time.

In the past 50 years, the U.S. has run a 
deficit 46 times. The last U.S. budget sur-

plus was in 2001. In 2024, the deficit was 
$1.83 trillion, the third-highest on record. 
The highest deficit was in 2020 during 
the pandemic, when it was $3.13 trillion.2

Why is the national debt so high?
There are several reasons for the 

ballooning national debt. One rea-
son is previous tax cuts and pandemic 
spending. Another major reason is the 
increasing cost of Social Security and 
Medicare, two popular programs that 
serve a growing demographic of older 
Americans and make up the two biggest 
slices of the federal budget pie.3 Cutting 
spending on these programs is not po-
litically popular, though in theory, fu-
ture benefits could be trimmed. Military 
spending also consumes a significant 
portion of the federal budget.

A category of spending that can’t be 
cut is the interest the federal govern-
ment must pay to investors who have 
purchased Treasury securities, which 
is consuming an increasing share of 

the federal budget. This is sometimes 
referred to as “servicing the national 
debt.” As of September 2024, $1.13 tril-
lion went toward maintaining the debt, 
which was 17% of total federal spend-
ing in fiscal year 2024.4

Comparing a country’s total debt to 
its gross domestic product (GDP) is 
typically a better way to gauge a coun-
try’s ability to pay down its debt than 
just looking at the raw debt number. For 
fiscal year 2024, the U.S. debt-to-GDP 
ratio was 124%. This was just under the 
record 126% in 2020.5 According to the 
nonpartisan Congressional Budget Of-
fice, based on current spending and rev-
enue projections, the debt-to-GDP ratio 
is projected to reach 179% by 2054.6

Clearly, Congress has work ahead to 
better balance U.S. revenue and spending.

Projections are based on current con-
ditions, subject to change, and may not 
come to pass.

1–5) fiscaldata.treasury.gov, 2024–

2025
6) Congressional Budget Office, 2024
This information is not intended as tax, 

legal, investment, or retirement advice or 
recommendations, and it may not be relied 
on for the purpose of avoiding any federal 
tax penalties. You are encouraged to seek 
guidance from an independent tax or legal 
professional. The content is derived from 
sources believed to be accurate. Neither 
the information presented nor any opinion 
expressed constitutes a solicitation for the 
purchase or sale of any security. This mate-
rial was written and prepared by Broadridge 
Advisor Solutions. © 2025 Broadridge Fi-
nancial Solutions, Inc.
Investment and Insurance Products are:
Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Feder-
al Government Agency
Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of, 
or Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any 
Bank Affiliate
Subject to Investment Risks, Including 
Possible Loss of the Principal Amount 
Invested HW

SERVICES AVAILABLE 
• Driver—Courteous and reliable person to take 
you anywhere you need to go in Memphis and sur-
rounding areas: Dr’s appointments, Shopping, Er-
rands, Airport.  Available weekdays and weekends.

• House Sitting and Dog Sitting—
Responsible adult available to stay with your dogs 
while you are away.  I love dogs!

Contact Rick Danzig: 901-337-6009
1BR | 2BR | Penthouses
Utilities Included
See our floorplans
@ embassyaptsmemphis.com

505 South Perkins Rd. 
In the Heart of East Memphis

THE EMBASSY APARTMENTS
A  D A T T E L  R E A L T Y  P R O P E R T Y 

“Luxury and Location”

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
901-685-8020
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Bornblum Jewish Community School Gala Celebrates 
36 Years

It was a spectacular evening of cel-
ebration, congratulations, community 
pride and some exciting announcements 
as 400 people filled the beautifully dec-
orated FedEx Event Center at Shelby 
Farms for Bornblum Jewish Communi-
ty School’s 36th Anniversary Diamonds 
in Education Gala.

The event, held Sunday, March 30, 
2025, recognized the past, present and 
future of the school with former teach-
ers and staff members, alumni, alumni 
parents, founders of the school, past 
presidents and local rabbis in atten-
dance.

From the moment you entered the 
building, you could feel the excitement 
as guests were treated to signature cock-
tails and hors d’oeuvres while friends 
and colleagues reminisced about their 
involvement throughout the years.

Head of School Daniel R. Weiss 

opened the program with a prayer for 
Israel and the hostages before thank-
ing the co-chairs, Kara Bierman, Abby 
Felsenthal, Alla Lubin and Jaclyn Mar-
shall along with staff members, Scott 
Ostrow and Zack Orsborn, for the in-
credible work in bringing everyone 
together for such a wonderful celebra-
tion.

Grandparents watched as their chil-
dren and grandchildren, all alumni, 
took the stage to honor and congratulate 
those whose vision and dedication have 
the made the school such a success. 
Throughout the evening, videos created 
by Running Pony Productions, also a 
sponsor of Bornblum’s 36th year, show-
cased the school’s amazing programs 
and highlighted kind words about the 
honorees.

Alvin Gordon (z’l) was honored for 
his work in founding the school and 

working with the Bornblum Foundation.
Sally Baer was honored for her 36 

years of service, first as a second-grade 
teacher and then administrator. In a 
surprise announcement Dr. Weiss said, 
“We are pleased to honor Sally and her 
contributions to Bornblum by renam-
ing Makom Shalom, the Sally Rhodes 
Baer Makom Shalom, as a reminder that 
when you walk in, you feel Sally’s pres-
ence, warmth, and her Baer Hug.”

Sally accepted the award, thanking 
her family and friends for their support. 

Michelle Kaufman, an alum of and 
present student parent, presented Sally 
with a tribute book about her as a role 
model, friend and mentor.

In addition, Rhonda and Lenny Feiler, 
along with Sally’s family and friends 
created the Sally Rhodes Baer Social 
Emotional Learning Fund.

“The Gala was a magical night filled 

with love and gratitude and generosity 
beyond anything I could have imag-
ined,” exclaimed Sally. “It felt like the 
model for every lesson that we teach 
in Social Emotional Learning at Born-
blum. I am so proud of the school and 
deeply touched by the tremendous kind-
ness that was shown at the event.”

Larry and Judy Moss were the recip-
ients of the first-ever Bert Bornblum 
medal for their continuous support of 
the school.

Prior to a sparkler-filled room with a 
champaign toast, the Endowment Com-
mittee announced the start of an en-
dowment campaign, which has already 
raised $3.6 million.

The evening ended wth the announce-
ment of the two winners of diamonds  
that were generously donated by Robert 
Irwin Jewelers, which were presented 
by owner Shelley Knoph. HW

By Susan C. Nieman
Photo Credit: Eli Ostrow - pixbyelij.com

Larry and Judy Moss accept (from school Board President Jeri Moskovitz 
and Head of School Daniel R. Weiss) the first-ever Bert Bornblum Medal 
for their continued involvement with and commitment to the school.

Robert Gordon, son of Alvin Gordon, z”l, accepts a plaque inscribed: In 
recognition of Alvin Gordon for his visionary leadership and unwavering 
dedication to Bornblum Jewish Community School, March 30, 2025 / 2 
Nisan 5785.

36th Anniversary Planning Co-Chairs Alla Lubin, Abby Felsenthal and 
Jaclyn Marshall (not pictured is Kara Bierman).

A crowd-filled room.
Jeri Moskovitz and Daniel Weiss present Sally Baer with the plaque for the 
newly named Sally Rhodes Baer Makom Shalom.

Endowment Committee members Benjamin Lazarov, Janice Ringel and 
Alla Lubin announce the Together for Tomorrow: Ensuring Bornblum’s 
Legacy Endowment Campaign.
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Born in Memphis: A New Jewish Play

Sarah Siegel knew she wanted to write 
when she retired from her 30-year IBM 
career. In her final year at the company, 
COVID struck, and she began testing 
her dream during an early morning, pre-
work Psalms class offered by her rabbi 
at the time, Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum 
of Congregation Beit Simchat Torah in 
New York City.

“Rabbi Kleinbaum’s online class 
combined the opportunity for students 
to rewrite more than 30 Psalms in ways 
that spoke to each of us,” Sarah ex-
plained, “I wrote “Raising Ilana’s Moth-
er,” my first full-length play, after retir-
ing, and after my wife and I moved to 
Memphis. A number of the reimagined 
psalms made it into the play.”

The play, offering drama, humor and 
even magical time travel, is a Voices of 

the South production, running at Theatre 
South, 1000 Cooper Street, May 1-3, 8 
p.m., with a matinee show on May 4 at 
2 p.m., which will also be livestreamed.

Beth Sholom served as the engine, ig-
niting the play. As soon as the pandemic 
lockdown eased, Susan and Fred Levko 
invited some fellow congregants, in-
cluding Sarah snd her wife, Pat Hewitt, 
to a Shabbat dinner. There, they met 
Jeannie Ashford, who told Sarah, “I 
know another lesbian playwright. We 
were neighbors. Would you like to meet 
her?”

The other playwright, The Rev. Elaine 
Blanchard, introduced Sarah to Prof. Al-
ice Rainey Berry, co-founder of Voices 
of the South. Sarah joined the theatre 
company’s weekly writers’ group, bring-
ing with her an early draft of the script. 

Zy Palmer, Dana Bernstein 
and Emily Burnett at a 
recent rehearsal.

Over time, she developed it with Voices 
of the South Writers’ Workshop. Actor 
Darius Wallace, who dropped in for one 
of the early readings, commented astute-
ly, “I feel like Jewish culture is practical-
ly another character in the play.”

About the Play
“Raising Ilana’s Mother” explores 

dual truths, portraying a coming-of-age 
story intertwined with a parent-child 
tale. At its core, the play is about 
self-discovery and the courage to em-
brace one’s adventurous spirit.

Magical, intergenerational time travel 
serves as a narrative device that con-
nects past and present, allowing charac-
ters to confront their histories and forge 
new paths.

The play examines the rich tapestry 
of Jewish culture and the experiences of 
growing up American while exploring 
the possibility of becoming Israeli. The 
characters oscillate between pride and 
disappointment, confrontation and avoid-
ance, conveying the profound emotional 
and cultural burdens that characters carry 
and ultimately learn to navigate.

The Stellar Cast
The production boasts a talented cast, 

featuring Emily Burnett, Dana Bern-
stein, Alice Rainey Berry, Zy Palmer 
and Chris McCollum.

“Dana and I both belong to Beth Sho-
lom, and we began talking about the 

Marilyn Pearlman was a go-getter, 
a tiny tornado who got things done. 
Whether leading a non-profit organiza-
tion, promoting a product, or ushering at 
The Temple, she always gave her best. 
Marilyn died April 3 from complica-
tions of a stroke. She was 77.

Born in Memphis, she graduated 
from Central High School followed by 
Rhodes College with a degree in En-
glish. Growing up in Memphis she was 
a member of Temple Israel and Reena 
BBG. After college she moved to Atlan-
ta where she taught English briefly. A 
novice in PR, Marilyn volunteered for 
community organizations, newspapers, 

OBITUARIES

play at a Shabbat kiddush, but no one 
else in the cast is Jewish,” Sarah said, 
“Aside from some [Hebrew and Yid-
dish] pronunciation coaching by me, 
they’re doing what actors do and em-
bodying these characters gorgeously.”

Creative Direction and Design
The play is co-directed by Tracey Zer-

wig Ford and Alice Rainey Berry, who 
bring their visionary talents to the helm 
of this production. Asked why she felt 
interested in co-directing “Raising Ila-
na’s Mother,” Tracey said, “I’m not Jew-
ish, but it’s a universal story,” and Alice 
agreed, adding, “It’s a beautiful play.”

Jeremy Fisher serves as the lighting de-
signer and David Newsome as the sound 
designer. Cyd Trice takes on the role of 
stage manager, ensuring a seamless per-
formance, and Mark King is directing 
live streaming of the Sunday matinee.

Whether in person at any of the four 
shows, or virtually for the final perfor-
mance only, don’t miss this opportunity 
to witness new Jewish theater in Mem-
phis. The play promises to compel au-
diences ranging from high school-aged 
people through older adults with its 
unique blend of drama, humor and mag-
ical realism.

In-person and virtual tickets 
for “Raising Ilana’s Mother” are 
available now at https://our.show/
raisingilanasmother. HW

Marilyn Pearlman

and radio and TV stations.
Her first PR job was with the Atlanta 

Housing Authority writing human inter-
est stories. By the late ‘70s she launched 
Pearlman Associates Public Relations. 
As CEO, she created and publicized 
Women’s Career Weekend; she also 
served as publicist for Limelight En-
tertainment Complex, a nightclub and 
Atlanta’s answer to Studio 54 of New 
York.

Although clients loved her ability to 
sell their product, they also respected 
her know-how and engaging personal-
ity.

She was president of the Buckhead 
Kiwanis Club and the Northeast Coun-
cil of the Metro Atlanta Chamber of 
Commerce; board member of the Atlan-
ta Lions Club, American Cancer Soci-
ety, the World Trade Center, the Jewish 
National Fund and the Atlanta Women’s 
Alliance.

A dog lover, Marilyn volunteered for 
Canine Companions, Animals Deserve 
Better, FurKids and the Atlanta Dog 
Rescue Games.

In the ‘70s she flew to Newcastle, En-
gland, as part of the Friendship Force 
and Atlanta Sister Cities Commission, 
serving as ambassador from Atlanta.

Sharon (Becker) Finkelstein

Sharon (Becker) Finkelstein, 82, of 
Memphis, Tenn., (formerly of St. Louis, 
Mo.) passed away peacefully on April 8, 
2025, with her family by her side. Mrs. 
Finkelstein is preceded in death by her 
husband, Barry S. Finkelstein, and her 
parents, Emil “Dutch” and Ruth Becker.

Beloved wife, mother and grand-
mother, she is survived by her children, 
Andy (Sonja) Finkelstein of Kansas 
City, Mo., Julie Cameron (Jason) of 
Lakeland, Tenn., and David (Rebecca) 
Finkelstein of Omaha, Ne.; grandchil-
dren, Ari, Ethan and Asher Finkelstein; 
and sister Pamela Becker.

She was an aunt, cousin and friend to 
many, whose kindness, giving heart and 
generosity will be greatly missed by ev-
eryone she touched.

Funeral services for Mrs. Finkelstein 
were held on Thursday, April, 10 at Beth 
Sholom Memorial Gardens. In lieu of 
flowers, the family asks that memorial 
donations be made to Beth Sholom Syn-
agogue of Memphis. HW

Closer to home, she was executive 
director of the Atlanta Press Club and 
founder of the Philanthropy Club at the 
Buckhead Club.

A true workaholic, she was busy even 
when away from work. She was an aer-
obics addict and loved ballet, sympho-
ny, theater, opera, travel and enjoying 
her favorite canine companions: Lucky 
and the many dogs she mothered in her 
pet-sitting business.

Finally, Marilyn was a dear friend and 
compassionate person. When you en-
tered a room with Marilyn, you would 
meet everyone, because she had already 
become their friend.

She is predeceased by her parents, 
Liverne (Albert) and Harry Pearlman, 
and is survived by her sister, Joanne 
(Pearlman) Fleetwood (Dennis); her 
niece, Katie Fleetwood; her companion, 
Gary Leshaw; and Lucky, her hound 
dog rescue.

A memorial service will be held April 
15 at 1:30 p.m. at The Temple, 1589 
Peachtree Street, NE, Atlanta 30309. 
Donations may be made to Canine 
Companions, canine.org; or Life House 
Atlanta, lifehouseatlanta.org (assistance 
to families of medically challenged chil-
dren), or your favorite charity. HW

Baron Hirsch Packs & Delivers Pesach Chesed Boxes to Community

Dozens of volunteers gathered at Bar-
on Hirsch (BH) Congregation on March 
30, to pack chesed (kindness) boxes 

filled with tasty Pesach food including 
grape juice, jelly, matzah and more. In 
total, 39 boxes went to Plough Tow-

ers and 58 boxes to Wendy and Avron 
B. Fogelman Jewish Family Service 
(FJFS) to support those in need.

“Special thanks to BH’s executive 
director Robert Schneider for order-
ing all the products and boxes for the 
program, as well as Rabbi Brett Ox-
man and Dr. Havah Schneider, who 
delivered the boxes to FJFS using his 
big truck,” said Cori Oxman, a chesed 
box program organizer. “Of course, we 
want to thank all the volunteers who 
came to help too! Everyone was hav-
ing a great time packing all the boxes 
together.”

Before COVID, BH volunteers would 
drive all over Memphis delivering these 
chesed boxes to FJFS recipients. Now, 
FJFS handles that. The org’s volunteers 

already deliver other kosher food to 
families in need every two weeks, and 
they graciously included these special 
Pesach chesed boxes on their routes be-
fore the holiday began.

“Delivering to Plough Towers, we 
had Rabbi Dov Rossman and his chil-
dren, Shoshana Cenker and her kids, 
Kivi, Aiden and Lyla, and their friend, 
Adi, as well as Yocheved Lobos-Her-
nandez, her daughter, Naomi, and my-
self,” added Cori. “It was particularly 
enjoyable to see the residents faces 
light up when they came to their door 
to see someone not only delivering a 
chesed box but also with a smile as we 
wished them Chag Sameach and Hap-
py Passover greetings.” Chag Kasher 
v’Sameach! HW

Baron Hirsch volunteers prepared and delivered chesed boxes.

PAST ISSUES 
2021, 2022, 2023, 2024
HEBREWWATCHMAN.COM
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Locally Owned & Operated | Free Estimates

901.300.3938 
MisterTreeService.com
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6560 Poplar Avenue,  Memphis, TN 38138    901-767-7100 www.jcpmemphis.org

Keynote Speaker
Anna Salton Eisen

M E M P H I S  J E W I S H  F E D E R A T I O N ’ S

63rd Annual Yom HaShoah
Commemoration 2025

Wednesday, April 23, 2025  |  25 Nisan 5785
6:30pm  |  Doors Open at 6:00pm

Ettelson-Wax Social Hall  |  Temple Israel

Daughter of Holocaust survivors, author and filmmaker, 

Anna tells the story of uncovering her parents’ hidden 

past and how it defined her life’s passion and mission. 

Anna is a co-founder of Congregation Beth Israel  

of Colleyville, Texas, site of the January 2022  

synagogue attack and hostage-taking incident.

This year’s keynote speaker sponsored by 

Echoes of Liberation
INTERGENERATIONAL IMPLICATIONS

8 0 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y  O F  L I B E R A T I O N

Pre-registration is required.  
Visit jcpmemphis.org/yomhashoah 

to register or scan the QR code.

Books available at Novel Memphis.


