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Young Israel of Memphis to Host Second World Renowned 
Speaker in its 2024-25 Scholar-In-Residence Series

Bornblum Middle Hits the Road for a Civil Rights Trip to 
Birmingham
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On January 16, as part of their year-
long study of Jewish contributions to 
the Civil Rights Movement, students 
from Bornblum Middle hit the road for 
a day in Birmingham, Alabama. While 
there, students visited Temple Beth 
El, the 16th Street Baptist Church, the 
Birmingham Civil Rights Institute, and 
Kelly Ingram Park.

The idea to include the Birmingham 
trip in the year-long exploration came 
after staff read an article in “The New 
York Times” featuring an interactive 
civil rights exhibit at Temple Beth El.  
According to Jill Cross, Bornblum’s 
director of curriculum and instruction, 
“After reading the article, I had a chance 

to be in Birmingham where I previewed 
the exhibit. I knew a visit to the Temple 
Beth El Civil Rights Experience, which 
explores Jewish figures and their con-
nection to the Civil Rights Movement 
at the site of an attempted bombing in 
1958, would compliment our curric-
ulum and expose our students to the 
broader quest for social justice.”

Bornblum Middle’s year-long explo-
ration is part of a Prizmah Diversity 
Grant, which is funding an artist-in-res-
idence program with Memphis artist 
Ephraim Urevbu. During the fourth 
quarter of the year, students will culmi-
nate their learning by creating art tiles 
with Mr. Urevbu that tell the stories of 

Jews who were part of the struggle for 
civil rights.

Commenting on the Temple Beth 
El exhibit, Bornblum 8th grader Jacob 
Phelps, said, “Hearing all of the stories 
of the different people who were active 
in the civil rights movement inspired me 
to want to help others as well.”

According to Cross, a museum ed-
ucator, the article in “The New York 
Times” was right in recommending 
the tour at Temple Beth El. “The im-
mersive nature of the exhibition space 
along with the interactive elements and 
analysis of primary sources provided 
an engaging experience that went be-
yond a typical gallery museum visit. 
Anyone who can get to Birmingham to 
see the exhibit should take the time to 
do it!”

After Temple Beth El, students visited 
the 16th Street Baptist Church, where a 
docent walked them through the exhibit 
and explained the history of the church, 
which was bombed in 1963 killing four 
young girls, a critical turning point in 
the struggle for civil rights in Birming-
ham and throughout the South.

According to Lillian Wells, a Born-
blum 6th grade student, “Learning about 
what happened at the Church was very 
scary, but also interesting.  It made me 
nervous, because it made me think about 
whether it could happen again.”

Finally, students visited the Bir-
mingham Civil Rights Institute, a 
museum similar to the National Civil 
Rights Museum, which the students 
visited earlier in the year, and Kelly 

Ingram Park where students explored 
monuments depicting the struggle for 
civil rights, especially those by young 
people.

“It was amazing to see these fearless 
acts of selflessness by kids around my 
age who were working for the better-
ment of everyone, “said Bornblum 7th 
grader Eitan Kaminsky.

Throughout the day, students worked 
with Zack Orsborn, Bornblum’s director 
of marketing and communications, who 
attended the trip to help document the 
day, taking over the school’s social me-
dia and posting real-time videos about 
the sites they visited.

“Our students have so much to share, 
and the social media takeover was not 
only a great way to show the world what 
Bornblum Middle was up to, but to help 
the students process what were intense 
learning experiences about topics that 
really hit home,” said Orsborn. HW

The Adult Programming Commit-
tee of the Young Israel of Memphis is 
pleased to announce that this coming 
Shabbos, January 24-26, the Congre-
gation will host Charlene and Jonathan 

Aminoff for its second Scholar-In-Res-
idence weekend of the 2024-25 season. 
Charlene is a dynamic speaker, lifestyle/
Emunah influencer, wife and mother of 
five who travels the world captivating 
audiences with her inspiring stories and 
messages. In her presentations, Char-
lene delves into the challenges of life, 
joys of motherhood, faith in Hashem, 
and everything in between. Charlene, 
founder & CEO of Gali’s Couture Wigs, 
is a fashion designer, Israeli cosmetics 
creator, writer and teen mentor.

There are several interactive presen-
tations scheduled over the course of the 
weekend. On Friday evening, beginning 
at 8:15 p.m., Charlene and her husband, 
Jonathan, will present special sessions 
tailored to men and women. Charlene’s 
presentation for women entitled “Hang 
in there…Mashiach is SOOO close!” 

will take place in Young Israel’s Kahane 
Sanctuary.

Jonathan’s discussion for men enti-
tled “From Hedge Funds to Hatzalah: 
Leading a Meaningful Life” will be 
held in the Greenblatt Beis Medrash at 
Young Israel.

On Shabbos afternoon at 4:10 p.m., 
Charlene will lead an afternoon class for 
ladies entitled, “The Key to Blessings is 
Gratitude.” The class will be at Young 
Israel.

The weekend culminates Saturday 
evening with a community-wide event, 
hosted by the Margolin Hebrew Acade-
my in its Irby and Bernice Cooper Beit 
Midrash. Beginning at 8:15 p.m., Char-
lene will tell “The Story of Gali Ami-
noff” – the miraculous story of Char-
lene’s daughter that has captivated tens 
of thousands around the globe and cat-

apulted Charlene to international fame.
“Young Israel is privileged to be 

able to bring Charlene and Jonathan 
to Memphis. They are a couple who 
have touched the lives of Jews across 
the world, from all backgrounds and 
levels of observance,” explained Noam 
Davidovics, president of Young Israel. 
“Our weekend with the Aminoffs will 
certainly be one that is uplifting and in-
spiring.”

All presentations being offered over 
the course of the weekend are open to 
the public and free of charge.

Details on the other weekends 
planned as part of the Scholar-In-Res-
idence Series will be announced in the 
coming months. For more information 
about Young Israel’s 2024-25 Schol-
ar-In Residence Series, please contact 
the shul office at 901-761-6060. HW 

Charlene Aminoff

Bornblum Middle School students visit an interactive civil rights exhibit a 
Temple Beth El in Birmingham, Ala. Credit: Zack Orsborn.

“Learning about what 
happened at the Church 
was very scary, but 
also interesting.  It 
made me nervous, 
because it made me 
think about whether it 
could happen again.”                    
~Lillian Wells, Bornblum 6th 
grade student 
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My Teen Israel Experience

Benjamin Freiden on a Camel at the Bedouin tents.

THE HEBREW WATCHMAN
(USPS #807-360) is published 

weekly every Thursday
for $36 per year by

JEWISH LIVING OF THE SOUTH, Inc.
THE HEBREW WATCHMAN

PO Box 770846
Memphis, TN 38177-0846

Periodical postage paid at
Memphis, Tenn.

POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to:

THE HEBREW WATCHMAN
PO Box 770846

Memphis, TN 38177-0846

PUBLISHER’S STATEMENT
THE HEBREW WATCHMAN must 
give permission for any material 
contained herein to be copied or 
reproduced in any manner without 
express permission of THE HEBREW 
WATCHMAN. The publication of any 
advertisement in this edition does 
not constitute an endorsement of 
the advertisers’ product, kashrut 
or services by this publication. The 
opinions of contributors do not 
necessarily reflect those of THE 
HEBREW WATCHMAN. Nor can the 
publishers be held responsible for any 
errors.               1/23/2025

Established September, 1925
By Leo I. Goldberger (1902-1989)

MAILING ADDRESS 
THE HEBREW WATCHMAN

PO Box 770846
Memphis, TN 38177-0846

Offi  ce: 901.763.2215
Direct: 901.827.7244

info@hebrewwatchman.com

Susan C. Nieman
Editor and Publisher

Larry Nieman
Advertising Sales Director

Toni Nieman
O�  ce Manager & Subscriptions

toni@hebrewwatchman.com

Rebecca Schudel
Social Media Director

Web Development

Herman I. Goldberger
Editor and Publisher Emeritus

Barbara B. Goldberger
Editor and Publisher Emeritus

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 
Memphis and Mid-South $36

Out-of-State $50
Payable in Advance

Subscriptions
toni@hebrewwatchman.com

Submissions
Send editorial submissions

(calendar items, news releases, 
event photos, and letters to the 
editor) at least 9 days prior to 

publication date to
info@hebrewwatchman.com

Advertising
For advertising rates and specs, 

contact Larry at 901.299.7376 or
info@hebrewwatchman.com

Simchas
Weddings, bar/bat mitzvahs, 

birthdays, engagement, 
anniversaries

info@hebrewwatchman.com

Obituaries
901.763.2215

info@hebrewwatchman.com

The Hebrew Watchman is a 
Member of the Jewish Telegraphic Agency, and Jewish News Service

Erev Shabbat, Fri. Jan. 24, 2025 / 24 Tevet, 5785 .............................5:02 p.m.
Havdalah, Sat. Jan.  25, 2025 / 25 Tevet, 5785  ................................ 6:01 p.m.

Weekly Torah Portion: Va’eira

Memphis Candlelighting Time

Brian Lurie
Broker, Vice-President, GRI, RENE,  MMDC, CRS

Cell: 901.315.2298
Office: 901.260.4780

Blurie2003@Gmail.com
BestRealEstateAgentInMemphis.com

www.BluffCityBuilders.com Official Real Estate Agent of The Memphis Tigers

SOLD
CRYE-LEIKE.COM 901-260-4780

I Am Your 
Real Estate Man!

By Benjamin Freiden
This past summer in Israel was espe-

cially significant, as it was filled with 
influential experiences and memorable 
adventures that were profoundly mean-
ingful spiritually and emotionally to me 
due to the current situation in Israel.

In Israel I made new friends from var-
ious regions across America while par-
ticipating in B’nai Akiva’s Mach Hach 
B’Aretz program with 450 teens who 
were divided into 11 buses, each carry-
ing 40 to 50 participants. We started in 
Hostage Square hearing from a woman 
whose husband died fighting in Gaza. 
Also, we had the pleasure of helping ar-
range a barbecue for Israeli soldiers. I 
enjoyed traveling around Israel, visiting 
diverse locations such as Haifa, Tibe-
rias, Eilat, Tel Aviv, and Jerusalem, hik-
ing in many places, and meeting several 
familiar faces.

Upon arrival in Israel, the entire Mach 
Hach program went straight to the Kotel. 
Everyone was thrilled to be there, cheer-
ing, singing, and dancing. We spent our 
first Shabbat in Jerusalem. This was 
where our bus[es] first came together, 
and we started meeting each other. For 
every Shabbat, we would go to a sce-
nic location right before sunset and sing 
Zemirot (songs). We sang with a view of 
the Kotel in the background, which was 
the highlight of my week, and I eagerly 
anticipated it every Shabbat.

The following week, we started in 
Haifa, where we hiked and kayaked. Af-
ter a few nights, we drove to Eilat stay-
ing in the Bedouin tents on the way. We 
rode camels and enjoyed a night in the 

desert. We woke up at 4 a.m. the next 
day to hike Masada. It was a long hike 
but inspiring as we davened on the top. 
(Also, I want to briefly mention how 
excellent the food was. Everywhere we 
went, there were more and more restau-
rants.)

We then began the long trip to Eilat 
stopping at an army base on the way, 
hearing soldiers talk about their experi-
ences during the war and learning Krav 
Maga. We spent three nights in Eilat 
snorkeling and boating. At Har Tzfacho, 
a mountain in the south, we did a 4 a.m. 
hike and could see Israel, Jordan, Egypt, 
and Saudi Arabia from this mountain. 
We then traveled back north and spent a 
calm and meaningful Shabbat in Mitzpe 
Ramon and had a boat ride to visit Rab-
bi Akiva’s grave in Teveria (Tiberias).

In the Kfar Kedem tourist center in 
Israel, which reconstructs everyday life 
in the Galilee 2000 years ago, during the 
Mishna period, we rode donkeys, visit-
ed Aqua Kef (floating park on the Sea of 
Galilee) and experienced inflatables in 
the Dead Sea. We then returned to Jeru-
salem for Shabbat Mac Hach, a Shabbat 
with the whole program.

The evening before Shabbat we had 
a surprise Ishay Ribo concert. Shabbat 
was fun and crazy and went by extreme-
ly fast. The following Sunday was a 
meaningful day as we went to the Ho-
locaust Museum, Yad Vashem and Har 
Herzl. On the 17th of Tammuz fast, 
we had a meaningful slow shira (sing-
along) with the whole camp.

While in Jerusalem for the week, I had 

the chance to go to the Kotel tunnels and 
a mud cave. On my “off Shabbat” I had 
the opportunity to visit my great-grand-
mother in Jerusalem and stayed at my 
friend’s home in Ra’anana. This was 
the first Shabbat where I felt like a part 
of the Israeli community, even though 
Ra’anana is very American.

Our last week was an adventure 
week with many options on exploring 
aspects of Israel. There were options 
for the army, Chesed (volunteering), 
culture, sports, and Yam L’Yam (Sea 
to Sea Hike.) I chose the culture track, 
in which we ate a lot of food, went on 

tours, and enjoyed numerous museums. 
Before our last Shabbat in Jerusalem, 
we visited Hostage Square again and the 
Museum for the Deaf in Tel Aviv, which 
were great experiences. During our last 
Shabbat we had our final shira (singing) 
and went to the City of David and en-
joyed a big feast before heading home.

Thank you to Memphis Jewish Fed-
eration’s Lemsky Endowment Fund for 
making my incredible B’nai Akiva’s 
Mach Hach B’Aretz experience possible.

Benjamin Freiden, son of Yoni and 
Aviva Freiden, is a junior at the Coo-
per Yeshiva High School for Boys. 
Memphis Jewish Federation’s Lemsky 
Endowment Fund provided him with 
a Teen Israel Experience grant to off-
set the costs of his B’nai Akiva’s Mach 
Hach B’Aretz program in Israel.

All rising juniors and seniors are 
eligible for grants of up to $3,000 to 
attend a recognized teen summer or high 
school program in Israel. Teen Israel 
Experience applications for Summer 
2025 are open and can be accessed at 
jcpmemphis.org/lemsky-endowment-
fund. HW
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Wendy and Avron B. Fogelman Jew-
ish Family Service (Fogelman JFS) at 
the Memphis Jewish Community Cen-
ter is now accepting applications for the 
Bernstein Scholarship Fund.

In 2001, Nate and Minnie Bernstein 
set up the scholarship fund to assist Jew-
ish students with educational expenses. 
Fogelman JFS has been administering 
the fund since its inception.

Once again there will be an open en-
rollment period beginning January 1 and 
ending March 31, 2025, during which 
time Fogelman JFS will be accepting 
applications for the fund.

If selected, recipients will be notified 

in May of the amount of their award 
and the awards will be paid to the ap-
plicant’s identified school. To be eli-
gible, applicants must be Jewish and 
must reside in the Memphis area. Also, 
the funds must be used for educational 
expenses, and recipients of other schol-
arship funds administered by Jewish 
Community Partners are ineligible for 
this fund.

All disbursement checks will be made 
out to the educational institution that the 
student will be attending.

For more information about the Ber-
nstein Scholarship Fund, please contact 
Fogelman JFS at 901-767-8511. HW

The Israeli security cabinet meets to approve the hostage and ceasefire 
deal on Jan. 17, 2025. Credit: Koby Gideon/Israeli Government Press 
Office

By Ben Sales
(JTA) – After more than a day of de-

lays, Israel’s security cabinet has ap-
proved an agreement to stop the fighting 
in Gaza, paving the way for hostages to 
be released beginning last Sunday.

Last Friday, the full Israeli govern-
ment assembled to approve the deal, 
which negotiators reached earlier this 
week. Despite opposition from far-right 
factions in the coalition, the agreement 
is expected to pass.

“Following an evaluation of all dip-
lomatic, security and humanitarian as-
pects, and while understanding that the 

proposed deal supports the achievement 
of the objectives of the war, the Security 
Cabinet has recommended that the Gov-
ernment approve the proposed frame-
work,” read a statement from Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
office.

The Israeli approval is coming one 
day later than expected. Last Thurs-
day, Netanyahu faced pressure from the 
far-right parties in his government to 
spike the deal. One of the parties, led 
by National Security Minister Itamar 
Ben-Gvir, has vowed to leave the gov-
ernment if the deal moves forward. If 
the other party, Religious Zionism, also 
leaves, Netanyahu will lose his parlia-
mentary majority.

Netanyahu also blamed Hamas for re-
neging on parts of the deal, but the gov-
ernment later announced that all issues 
had been resolved. Last Thursday, the 
Israeli military announced it had begun 
preparations to receive the freed hostag-
es, signaling that the deal was moving 
forward.

The deal, which was agreed to earlier 
this week after months of halting talks 
followed by a marathon round of nego-
tiations, will begin with an initial six-
week stage in which the fighting will 
pause and the Israeli military will be-
gin its withdrawal from Gaza. Over the 
course of that period, 33 hostages held 
by Hamas will be freed in groups that 
are released roughly once a week. In ex-
change, Israel will release hundreds of 
Palestinian prisoners convicted on secu-
rity offenses.

A second stage of the deal, which has 
yet to be fully negotiated, would see a 
further Israeli military withdrawal and 
permanent end to the fighting in ex-
change for the release of the remaining 
living hostages. In a third phase, the 
military withdrawal will be complete, 
and reconstruction of Gaza would be-
gin, as the bodies of deceased hostag-
es are returned to Israel. In each stage, 
hostages will be freed in exchange for a 
much larger number of Palestinian secu-
rity prisoners.

“The Prime Minister has also directed 
the Coordinator for the Hostages and the 
Missing to coordinate the preparations 
to receive the hostages upon their return 
to Israel,” Netanyahu’s office said. “The 
State of Israel is committed to achieving 
all of the objectives of the war including 
the return of all of our hostages, the liv-
ing and the deceased.”

Netanyahu has long said the two 
main objectives of the war are defeat-
ing Hamas and freeing the hostages. His 
statements last Friday did not mention 
Hamas. HW

Congressman Cohen Applauds 
Biden Decision to Lift State 
Sponsor of Terrorism Designation 
for Cuba

WASHINGTON – Congressman 
Steve Cohen (TN-9), who has long ad-
mired the Cuban people and has advo-
cated for improved relations with the is-
land nation, today applauded President 
Biden’s decision to lift its “state sponsor 
of terrorism” designation applied by 
Donald Trump in early 2021.

Congressman Cohen made the fol-
lowing statement:

“I applaud President Biden’s deci-
sion to lift the ‘state sponsor of terror-
ism’ designation from Cuba and hope 
it leads to improved relations between 

our countries. The Castros are gone, 
and it’s well past time to allow the 
Cuban economy to recover and also 
to allow American companies to do 
business in Cuba and for travel to re-
sume for American citizens. Trump’s 
punitive decision in 2021 didn’t make 
sense, and I hope it will not be reinstat-
ed. I agree with the Biden administra-
tion that there is ‘no credible evidence’ 
Cuba is currently supporting interna-
tional terrorism. It’s time to reestablish 
the healthy relationship begun during 
the Obama administration.” HW
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Kustoff Op-Ed: One Bill Can Make America Great Again

Congressman Cohen Introduces Measure to Prohibit Federal 
Funds Being Spent at Trump Properties

(Jan. 16, 20205) WASHINGTON – 
Congressman Steve Cohen, a senior 
member of the Judiciary Committee, to-
day introduced the Constitutional Emol-
uments Protection of American Interests 
Act, a measure to prohibit federal funds 
being used at any property owned, man-
aged by, or under the control of former 
and future President Donald J. Trump.

As early as November 2017, Con-
gressman Cohen cited violations of the 
emoluments clauses in his articles of 

impeachment against Trump. In April 
2019, Congressman Cohen led a letter 
with 40 House members asking Ap-
propriations Committee members to 
include language prohibiting the use of 
federal funds at businesses owned by 
Trump. Legislatively, starting in 2017, 
and continuing through Trump’s first 
term in office, Congressman Cohen 
offered amendments to appropriations 
bills blocking federal funds from going 
to Trump Organization properties.

In October of last year, Congressman 
Cohen endorsed the conclusion of the 
House Oversight Committee that Trump 
violated the emoluments clauses by re-
ceiving “ethically suspect payments” 
through his lease of the Trump Interna-
tional Hotel on Pennsylvania Avenue. 
Trump no longer leases the facility.

Congressman Cohen made the fol-
lowing statement:

“Our recently minted felon-in-chief 
was already a grifter during his first term 

and clearly violated the Constitution’s 
emoluments clauses. Some mechanism 
needs to be in place to prohibit his con-
tinued scoffing at Constitutional provi-
sions designed to prevent corruption and 
self-dealing. This measure should place 
in check the future president’s misuse of 
his office for private gain at least in the 
realm of federal funding at his proper-
ties. It’s unfortunate that such a measure 
is necessary, but we’ve had our eyes 
opened by this self-serving man.” HW

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Congress-
man David Kustoff (R-TN) published 
an op-ed in the “Washington Examiner” 
titled, “One bill can make America great 
again.” In the op-ed, Congressman Kus-
toff highlights the urgent need for Con-
gress to pass one bill through reconcili-
ation that delivers on President Donald 
Trump’s agenda.

“The first step toward making Amer-
ica great again is passing one reconcil-
iation bill that will secure the border, 
restore American energy dominance, 
and thwart the looming threat of historic 
tax hikes,” wrote Congressman Kustoff. 
“Time is of the essence. The U.S.’s eco-
nomic stability, national security, and 
global standing cannot afford delayed 
action.”

One bill can make America great 
again

Congressman David Kustoff
This appeared in the “Washington 

Examiner”
In November 2024, people demanded 

change by electing President-elect Don-
ald Trump to a second term in the White 
House. After four years of devastating 
inflation, a wide-open southern border, 
and failure after failure on the world 
stage, voters made clear that they have 
had enough. Trump’s promises to secure 
the border, lower prices for everyday 
goods and services, and reinstate the 
United States’s standing as the leader of 
the free world led to a historic govern-
ing mandate.

It is incumbent upon Republicans in 
Congress to recognize this mandate. 
We can start by writing one bill to help 
Trump advance his “America First” 
agenda and deliver on his promises to 
the people.

Congress can do its part by passing 
a single bill through a process known 
as reconciliation, an expedited legisla-
tive procedure that allows lawmakers 

to enact policy quickly and with narrow 
majorities. A single reconciliation pack-
age will ensure Trump’s priorities move 
swiftly through Congress and are imple-
mented almost immediately.

There is no question that we need to 
secure our border and stop the flow of 
illegal immigrants into our country. Es-
sential to that is providing our Border 
Patrol and immigration officers with 
the resources they need to do their jobs. 
Reconciliation legislation that includes 
robust immigration security measures 
will be the most effective way to get our 
southern border under control, reclaim 
U.S. sovereignty, and keep our commu-
nities safe.

Another stepping stone toward bol-
stering our national security and 
strengthening our economy is unleash-
ing domestic energy production. Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s all-out war on Amer-
ican energy producers has made us 
reliant on foreign energy sources. As a 
result, families are being forced to pay 
high prices simply to heat their homes 
and put gas in their cars. By including 
an all-of-the-above energy approach in 
reconciliation legislation, we can in-
crease energy production here at home, 
lower costs for people, and become en-
ergy independent once again.

Additionally, of great importance to 
any reconciliation legislation aimed at 
helping people is extending the key pro-
visions of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 
2017. One of the hallmarks of Trump’s 
first administration, the TCJA was the 
first major reform to the federal tax code 
in over 30 years. It changed individu-
al income rates, the corporate tax rate, 

rules for estate and retirement planning, 
and taxes for small businesses.

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act ignited 
an economic fire that ushered in one of 
the strongest economies in U.S. histo-
ry. However, at the end of 2025, many 
TCJA provisions are set to expire.

If the TCJA expires, it will have dev-
astating effects on everyone. In my home 
state of Tennessee, the estimated annual 
tax increase would be roughly $3,000 
for the average household. While peo-
ple grapple with the rampant inflation 
and high prices of Biden’s economy, a 
tax hike of this magnitude would be di-
sastrous.

As a member of the House Ways and 
Means Committee, the chief tax-writing 
committee in Congress, I am laser-fo-
cused on extending these important 
provisions and implementing Trump’s 
tax priorities. The U.S. must have a pro-
growth tax code that benefits workers, 
families, farmers, and small businesses.

Extending these tax cuts is the cor-
nerstone of Trump’s “America First” 
agenda. People remember the stability 
and prosperity of his first administration 
and are expecting the same during his 
second term. It is the responsibility of 
Congress to codify the president-elect’s 
legislative priorities.

The first step toward making America 
great again is passing one reconcilia-
tion bill that will secure the border, re-
store American energy dominance, and 
thwart the looming threat of historic tax 
hikes. Time is of the essence. The U.S.’s 
economic stability, national security, 
and global standing cannot afford de-
layed action. HW

Los Angeles Looks Like Gaza a 
‘War-Torn’ Country, Jamie Lee 
Curtis Says
By Alex Welz

(JNS) – Star actress Jamie Lee Curtis 
compared the destruction of the Califor-
nia blazes to that of the Gaza Strip last 
week, drawing criticism.

“The entire City of Angels is on fire 
– everywhere, everywhere,” she said. 
“The entire Pacific Palisades looks like, 
unfortunately, Gaza or one of these war-
torn countries where terrible things have 
happened.”

Joel Petlin, superintendent of the 
Kiryas Joel School District, wrote that 
“many Palestinian accounts are cele-
brating the wildfires in Los Angeles. 
This Hollywood celebrity should prob-
ably rethink her comparison.”

Curtis, whose father is the late Jew-
ish actor Tony Curtis – who starred 
with Marilyn Monroe in “Some Like It 
Hot” in 1959 – has sided publicly with 
Israel since Hamas’s Oct. 7, 2023, at-
tacks.

She and more than 700 others from 
the entertainment industry signed an 
open letter in support of the Jewish state 
following the attack. “This is terrorism. 
This is evil. There is no justification or 
rationalization for Hamas’s actions,” the 
letter stated.

“These are barbaric acts of terrorism 
that must be called out by everyone. 
They are a terrorist organization whose 
leaders call for the murder of Jews ev-
erywhere,” it added.

In recent days, an adviser to the Unit-
ed Nations and Code Pink were criti-
cized for comparing California wildfires 
and Gaza.

Curtis has been using her social media 
accounts to raise money for those affect-
ed by the California wildfires and to call 
attention to the efforts of fire fighters 
and others who are fighting those fires 
and aiding victims. HW

Renew or Subscribe
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Fogelman Jewish Family Service 
Annual Thanksgiving to New 
Year’s Food Drive Reaches Goal

 

Always read and rely exclusively on offering documents before investing. Past performance may not recur. All investing involves risk.

THE WEALTH BLUEPRINT
AUTHORED BY SELWYN GERBER 

AND JONATHAN GERBER

Call for your
complimentary copy

RVW’s evidence-based investment 
approach is backed by decades

of empirical research.

Portfolios are designed to seek higher expected returns
and are managed by an efficient and repeatable process.
Low cost, tax-smart transparency is at the heart of what

we do, with simplified clear reporting.
 

We are fiduciaries.
Our interests are fully aligned
with yours as trusted advisors,

and we receive no incentives, or rewards from 3rd parties.
We provide the highest level of professionalism and integrity.
Almost none of the major brokerage firms are true fiduciaries.

Our advisors include CPAs and 
Chartered Financial Analysts.

We are ruthlessly bottom-line focused and eschew trends
or fads, resulting in an investing experience that is

very different from what is typcally provided.

Your financial goals are unique, 
and we have the strategies and 

investment solutions to help
you achieve them.

RVW portfolios reflect each client’s need for income, growth 
and safety respectively. Your custom Financial Plan directs the 
wealth optimization process we employ. It provides peace of 
mind knowing that a roadmap has been designed to enable 

you to live the life, and leave the legacy you envisioned.

HOW HAS
YOUR PORTFOLIO 

PERFORMED OVER 
THE PAST YEAR?

Are your investments
optimally positioned for the 

Trump economic era?

1790 Kirby Parkway, Suite 127 | Memphis, TN 38138
Tel: 901.443.4000  •  Visit RVWWealth.com

Because Peace of Mind is Everything ®

Contact Jesse Picunko CFA or Selwyn Gerber CPA
for a confidential, no-obligation financial planning,

tax minimization and portfolio review meeting.

Dear Community Members,
In November, Wendy and Avron 

B. Fogelman Jewish Family Service 
kicked off our annual Thanksgiving to 
New Year’s food drive for the Peggy 
E. & L.R. Jalenak, Jr. Kosher Food and 
Baby Pantry. I want to thank you all for 
your very generous donations! In just 
40 days, Fogelman JFS received 4,006 
items. We reached our goal!

It is because of this type of generosity 
that we are able to serve those individu-
als in need of assistance. Each week we 
have the privilege of providing pantry 
bags with shelf-stable food for our cli-
ents. In 2024, Fogelman JFS distribut-

ed close to 4,000 pantry bags. Almost 
1,000 more than in 2023! We can only 
provide this service due to donations 
like yours!

Thank you for partnering with Fogel-
man JFS to meet the needs of so many. 
If you, or someone you know would 
benefit from the Peggy E. & L.R. Ja-
lenak, Jr. Kosher Food and Baby Pantry, 
please never hesitate to reach out. We 
are here to help and only a phone call 
away: 901.767-8511.

Sincerely,
Rashki Osina, LCSW
Wendy and Avron B. Fogelman JFS  

    Director of Social Services

Rabbi Akiva Males and several students from Young Israel of Memphis 
delivered items collected for the Peggy E. & L.R. Jalenak, Jr. Kosher Food 
and Baby Pantry.

The MJCC Larisa and Ben Baer 
Senior Adult Club Happenings
Lunch is Monday–Friday at 11:30 a.m. All programs start at 12:15 p.m.
Monthly Luncheon is at noon.

Monday, January 27
Special Art Project with Mid-South 

Hobbies
In the art room, next to the senior 

lunch room, Mid-South Hobbies will 
bring an art project for each person to do 
on their own! The last 2 projects every-
one really enjoyed. They were a Pop-Up 
Flower Vase complete with Butterflies 
and a Wooden Snowflake Garland! Each 
of these projects came with their own 
color markers. If the people did not fin-
ish the project at the MJCC, they took 
them home, with the markers, to finish. 
It was really an enjoyable time. Please 
make a reservation for lunch and the 
Art Project so that we will have enough 
projects for everyone. Call the front desk 
at 901-761-0810 to reserve your spot. 
There is no charge for the Art Project.

Wednesday, January 29
Rabbi Talk
Rabbi Abe Schacter-Gampel, Di-

rector for the Center of Jewish Life 
and Learning at the Memphis Jewish 
Community Center

Topic: “Exploring Exodus”
Rabbi Abe always has a unique way 

of looking at any subject. We usually 
have a larger-than-normal turnout, so be 
sure and make your reservations early.

Monday, February 3
Speaker: Sherry Harbur
Topic: Senior Fraud in Today’s 

Time
Sherry Harbur will talk about this very 

pertinent subject. She previously spoke 
about Senior Scams, which was quite 
informative and well-received. With all 
the frauds that are targeted toward se-
niors, you or any child of a senior won’t 
want to miss this. Please call the MJCC 
front desk to make a reservation. The 
number is 901-761-0810.

Wednesday, February 5
Field Trip to Baron Hirsch Monthly 

Luncheon
The group will go to Baron Hirsch 

Synagogue for their Monthly Luncheon. 
Everyone enjoyed their last Luncheon 
with great food, terrific entertainment 
by Creative Aging and a lively BINGO 
game that followed! You can ride the 
Senior Bus from the MJCC, be picked 
up if you are in the area, or meet us 
at Baron Hirsch. Reservations can be 
called in direct to the office at the Baron 
Hirsch 901-683-7485 or call the front 
desk of the MJCC to be put on the list.

MJCC Seniors work on a Flower Vase Art Project

 Please join us Monday through Friday for a delicious kosher lunch from the kitchens 
at Memphis Jewish Home & Rehab. The cost is only $2 for seniors. Reservations 
are required the day before by 1 p.m. by contacting Steve Kaplan, Adult Services 
Coordinator, at 901-259-9220 or stevekaplan@jccmemphis.org or by calling the front 
desk at 901-761-0810. Steve works Monday thru Thursday 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. HW
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Nearly Half the Globe has ‘Elevated Levels’ of Antisemitic 
Beliefs, ADL Survey Finds

Antisemitic graffiti painted in a fenced-off area of Temple De Hirsch Sinai 
in Seattle, Washington, on April 16, 2023. Courtesy of Rabbi Daniel Weiner

1BR | 2BR | Penthouses
Utilities Included
See our floorplans
@ embassyaptsmemphis.com

505 South Perkins Rd. 
In the Heart of East Memphis

THE EMBASSY APARTMENTS
A  D A T T E L  R E A L T Y  P R O P E R T Y 

“Luxury and Location”

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
901-685-8020

Pediatric Dentistry
Michael Blen DDS -- Lydia Watson DDS

6363 Poplar Ave, Suite 110  --  Memphis, TN 38119
901-415-2536  --  www.drblen.com

Preparing for Life’s Final Journey
with Compassion and Care

1125 Schilling Blvd. East, Suite 101
Collierville, TN 38017

Josh Goldin, LMSW office: 901-560-3600
www.hospiceofhopetn.com

Hope
Hospice & Palliative CareHospice & Palliative Care

By Asaf Elia-Shalev
(JTA) – Nearly half of adults around 

the world have “elevated levels of an-
tisemitic attitudes,” the Anti-Defama-
tion League reported in its latest global 
survey of anti-Jewish beliefs.

In addition, the survey found that 
one-fifth of the world has not heard of 
the Holocaust. About half accept the 
Holocaust’s historical truth.

Known as the Global 100, the survey 
represents 94% of the world’s popula-
tion through responses from a sample 
of more than 58,000 adults across 103 
countries and territories.

As it has in its previous surveys, the 
ADL determined levels of antisemitism 
by posing 11 antisemitic statements to 
each respondent and asking how many 
they agreed with. The group said that 
46% of respondents agreed with most 
of the stereotypes tested, which include 
statements like “Jews have too much 

control over global affairs” and “Jews 
don’t care about what happens to any-
one but their own kind.”

By that measure, the level of global 
antisemitism documented by the ADL 
appears to have sharply increased from 
2014, when the group first did such a 
survey and found that 26% of adults 
were “deeply infected with anti-Semitic 
attitudes.”

The comparison isn’t perfect be-
cause that study contained a slightly 
different list of questions, asking if 
Jews have too much power in interna-
tional financial markets (that question 
was replaced by asking if Jews have 
“a lot of irritating faults”). The 2014 
survey also covered less of the world, 
but the total number of people estimat-
ed to have such beliefs doubled from 
1.1 billion to 2.2 billion adults. Over 
that time, according to the United Na-
tions, the global population increased 

by about 1 billion, from 7.2 billion to 
8.2 billion.

According to the survey, awareness of 
the Holocaust and acceptance of its his-
torical truth are much higher. In 2014, 
about half of respondents said they 
hadn’t heard of the Holocaust versus 
20% in the new edition of the survey. 
Back then, a third said they had both 
heard of the Holocaust and believed his-
torical accounts were accurate. Today, 
that figure stands at 48%, though it dips 
to 39% for those ages 18-34.

The ADL’s findings are the latest ev-
idence suggesting a surge in antisemi-
tism around the world in recent years 
and following Hamas’ Oct. 7, 2023, 
attack on Israel and the outbreak of the 
war in Gaza.

“Antisemitism is nothing short of 
a global emergency, especially in a 
post-October 7 world,” ADL CEO Jon-
athan A. Greenblatt said in a statement. 
“We are seeing these trends play out 
from the Middle East to Asia, from Eu-
rope to North and South America.”

Greenblatt’s tone reflects an alarm 
about antisemitism that wasn’t as wide-
ly shared when the group released the 
previous edition of the survey in 2014. 
Several commentators took issue with 
the survey’s methodology and con-
clusions. Abe Foxman, the head of the 
ADL at the time, for example, fended 
off allegations that the ADL was hyping 
up the problem.

“We frequently get accused of seeing 
anti-Semitism everywhere, and we’re 
very conscious about the credibility,” 
Foxman said at the time. “We were cau-
tious, we were conservative, to under-
state rather than overstate.”

In a press briefing, Greenblatt high-
lighted as especially troubling that an-
tisemitic attitudes are increasingly prev-
alent among young people. The survey 
found that half of respondents ages 18 to 
35 revealed heightened levels of antise-
mitic sentiments, which is 13% higher 
than the figure for those over 50.

He blamed the problem on a number 
of factors including the workings of so-
cial media, where some limits on hate 
speech were recently lifted, and on what 
he characterized as a “nonstop foun-
tain of antisemitism” emanating from 
the Qatari-owned broadcast network Al 
Jazeera. He also said that antisemitism 
was being normalized through some 
left-wing professors who allegedly 
camouflage their bigotry using scholar-
ly rhetoric. Larger historical trends are 
also at fault for people’s negative atti-
tudes about Jews, according to Green-
blatt.

“The rise of conspiracism and popu-
lism and polarization has created a cli-
mate that’s fertile for scapegoating,” he 
said. “We have seen this throughout his-
tory, and we are seeing it now.”

The countries and territories that 
scored highest on the ADL’s index of 
antisemitism were the West Bank and 
Gaza – where Israel is currently fight-
ing a multi-front war with terror groups 
that has a mounting death toll – Kuwait 
and Indonesia, where at least 96% har-
bor high levels of anti-Jewish sentiment. 
The index score for the Middle East and 
North Africa as a whole was 76%.

The countries with the lowest levels 
of antisemitism were Sweden, Norway, 
Canada and the Netherlands, which all 
scored 8% or lower. HW

We Are Here!  weaves 
together the wartime 

experiences of Sarano, the 
secretary of the Jewish 
Community of Milan 

whose canny bluff shielded 
his community from the 

deportations; Padre Sante 
Raffaeli, an untiring 

Franciscan abbot who 
sheltered Jewish refugees in his 
parish; and Erich Eder, a God-

fearing Wehrmacht officer 
who hid their presence from 

his superiors.

The personal odyssey of 
a simple Jewish clerk, We 
are Here! leads the reader 

through the vibrant Italian-
Jewish society of the ‘30s, the 
dramatic carpet bombings of 
Milan, and the day-to-day of 
undercover life in the Nazi-

occupied countryside.

We Are Here! We Are Alive!: 
The Diary of Alfredo Sarano

by Alfredo Sarano (Author), Roberto Mazzoli (Author)

“This is a book that must take its place in the annals of history: an 
untold story, masterfully executed, of immortal relevance.” 

~ Riccardo Di Segni, 
Chief Rabbi of Rome

We are Here!
We are Alive!

 We are Alive!  
Historical Commentary byHistorical Commentary by

  Foreword byForeword by

 We are Here! 

This is a tale of how a 
chapter in the history of
Italian Jewry unfolded, 

a history I lived 
day by day...

Available on Amazon $32.99
https://a.co/d/dCCyTFn

We Are Here! We are Alive! is the English translation of the Italian 
memoir Siamo Qui, Siamo Vivi (San Paolo Press, 2017).

In 1943, Sarano collided with Sante and Eider in Mombaroccio, a rural 
commune that became a key stronghold in the battle for Italy.
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Alamo Drafthouse Employees Petition to Scrap Screenings 
of 1972 Munich Film ‘September 5’

The cast of September 5, a control room thriller about the 1972 Munich 
massacre. Credit: ©2024 Paramount Pictures

901.761.1263
6060 Poplar Ave STE 140, Memphis, TN 38119

www.harkavyshainberg.com

Harkavy McDaniel Kaplan & Salomon P.C.

Harkavy Shainberg Kaplan PLC and 
Williams McDaniel, PLLC

have merged, forming one of the city’s
premier full-service law firms.2025 Camp Scholarship Applications Now Online! 

jcpmemphis.org/what-we-do/scholarships 

Camp scholarship applications

DDUUEE FFEEBBRRUUAARRYY  1144,,  22002255  

Camp scholarships are available to students in grades 4-12 who 
will be attending Jewish overnight camps under Jewish auspices. 

For more information contact Carolyn Pruitt at 
cpruitt@jcpmemphis.org or 901-767-7100. 

T-shirts
mugs

Toni Nieman
DynamicDuoDesign1@gmail.com

Custom

hats 
koozies

and more...

By PJ Grisar
This originally appeared in Forward, 

reprinted with permission.
Employees for New York City loca-

tions of dine-in theater Alamo Draft-
house are calling on the business to stop 
screenings of a film about the 1972 mas-
sacre of Israeli athletes at the Munich 
Olympics that they are calling “Zionist 
propaganda.”

The petition, which has collected 
nearly 1,000 signatures, posted Jan. 1 to 
the NYC Alamo United union’s Insta-
gram account, states that the Downtown 
Brooklyn location was only supposed 
to host a “one-off private screening” of 
Tim Fehlbaum’s “September 5” on Nov. 
22, 2024, and that, after employees ex-
pressed their outrage, management as-
sured them there would be no further 
screenings. (NYC Alamo United could 
not be reached for comment on Insta-

gram or X; Alamo Drafthouse did not 
immediately respond to a request for 
comment.)

“Last minute, it was quietly added to 
our schedule,” the petition said. “So-
ny-owned Alamo would rather make a 
quick buck off the plight of Palestinians 
than listen to their workers, urging them 
to ‘Give a Shit’ about anything besides 
the size of their coffers.”

The employees described the film, 
which was nominated for a Golden 
Globe award, and follows the ABC 
sports teams’ live coverage of the un-
folding hostage crisis in the Olympic 
village “an ahistorical and dehuman-
izing dramatization of Operation Iqrit 
and Biram” orchestrated by Black Sep-
tember. Black September was a militant 
breakaway group of the Palestinian po-
litical group Fatah; on Sept. 5, 1972, it 

killed 11 Israelis, including athletes and 
coaches, after demanding Israeli return 
over 200 Palestinian prisoners.

The petition, signed “101 members 
of the NYC Alamo United,” takes issue 
with the characters in the newsroom, 
played by actors including John Maga-
ro and Peter Sarsgaard, “not hesitat-
ing to call the militants ‘terrorists’ and 
‘A-rabs.’” (In the film, ABC correspon-
dent Peter Jennings cautions the team 
from using the word “terrorists” – the 
man who derisively refers to Black Sep-
tember as “A-rabs” is called out by an 
Algerian colleague.)

The Alamo petition contextualizes the 
hostage situation by saying it came “a 
mere five years after the Six Day War,” 
which led to the Israeli occupation and 
25 years after the Nakba (“catastro-
phe”), the word Palestinians use for 
mass displacement after the founding 
of Israel in 1948. The petition doesn’t 
at any point state the specifics of Black 
September’s operation or the bloody 
outcome but called the Israeli hunt for 
the culprits as a “wanton assassination 
of Palestinian activists.”

Characterizing the film as “yet another 
attempt by the Western media to push its 
imperialist and racist agenda, manufac-
turing consent for the continued geno-
cide and cultural decimation of Palestine 
and its peoples,” the petition writers ac-
cused it of “quintessential Orientalism” 
for its depiction of Arabs and brown 
people as “evil, antisemitic terrorists.”

Fehlbaum’s film’s depictions of Black 
September are dictated by the actual 
television footage of the day. The film 
almost never leaves the studio, and ev-

ery image of both the Israelis and the 
Palestinians is taken from the ABC 
broadcast.

In the petition, the union said it con-
demned “the Alamo’s willingness to 
profit off the genocide in Palestine” and 
called on others to demand “they imme-
diately stop platforming film and media 
industry companies that spread genocid-
al rhetoric” and that the petition would 
be presented during the union’s bar-
gaining session this month. Many of the 
names on the petition are not full names.

In an interview with the “Forward” in 
November, Fehlbaum, a Germany-based 
director from Switzerland, said that the 
film was not meant to comment on the 
current war in Gaza, but “a very specific 
moment in history and in media histo-
ry,” where live broadcasts of tragedies, 
and 24 hour news cycles, began.

“What we hope is that we can provide 
a way for the audience to engage with 
questions about our complex media en-
vironment through that historical lens,” 
he said.

The current Alamo Drafthouse web-
site says “September 5” is screening 
until Jan. 15 at the Downtown Brook-
lyn location. The site’s description says 
the film “provides a fresh perspective 
on the live broadcast seen globally by 
an estimated one billion people at the 
time.” HW

The petition calls 
the film ‘Zionist 
propaganda’
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If You Don’t Have a Will Yet, Why Not?
Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director - Investments, Wells Fargo Advisors
Questions for Mike? You can reach him at 901.761.8151 or Michael.Stein@WellsFargoAdvisors.com • fa.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael-stein

Changing jobs, switching 
employers, or retiring? 
Don’t leave your 401(k) or 403(b) unattended

Investment and Insurance Products:
NOT FDIC Insured NO Bank Guarantee MAY Lose Value

Wells Fargo Advisors does not provide tax or legal advice. 

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing 
Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank 
affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. © 2020 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, 
LLC. All rights reserved. CAR-0720-04236

Mike Stein
Managing Director – Investments
6075 Poplar Ave
Memphis, TN 38119
Direct: (901) 761-8151
michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com
 

Practice Limited to Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery 

780 Ridge Lake Blvd • Suite 101• Memphis, TN• 38120 
P [901-682-8431]• F [901-682-2345]
www.bluffcityoralsurgery.com

Diplomates of the American Board of 
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery

Dr. Matthew Breit  
Dr. John C. Swearingen 

SERVICES AVAILABLE 
• Driver—Courteous and reliable person to take 
you anywhere you need to go in Memphis and sur-
rounding areas: Dr’s appointments, Shopping, Er-
rands, Airport.  Available weekdays and weekends.

• House Sitting and Dog Sitting—
Responsible adult available to stay with your dogs 
while you are away.  I love dogs!

Contact Rick Danzig: 901-337-6009

A will is a fundamental estate plan-
ning document. It outlines how you 
wish your property to be distributed, 
who should handle matters related to 
settling your estate, and who you want 
to care for your children after you pass, 
among other things.

If you don’t yet have a will, you’re 
not alone. According to a recent survey 
by Caring.com, 64% of Americans think 
having a will is important, but only 32% 
have one.1 There are many reasons peo-
ple put off drafting a will — here are 
four that you might relate to.

1. Just haven’t gotten around to it
It’s easy to procrastinate when it 

comes to drafting a will. Even if it’s 
something you think you should do, it’s 
probably not high on the list of things 
you want to do. Perhaps you’re uncom-
fortable thinking about your own mor-
tality, or maybe you’re worried about 
how complicated or costly the process 
will be.

Focusing on some of the benefits of 
having a will might give you the moti-
vation you need to get started. A will is 
a way to make sure your loved ones are 
cared for and that your last wishes are 
honored. A legally binding will gives 
you more control over what happens 
to your property and helps ensure that 
your treasured possessions end up in the 
right hands. You can name an executor 
or personal representative who you be-
lieve will responsibly handle the details 
of settling your estate. And having a will 
is especially important if you have mi-
nor children and want to protect them 
by naming a guardian who will best be 

able to handle the responsibility of rais-
ing them.

If making these decisions sounds 
daunting, there’s help available. An es-
tate planning attorney can help address 
your concerns and guide you through 
the process.

2. It’s not the right time
Too young? Not married? Childless? 

In good health? Not wealthy enough? 
People often think it’s not the right 
time to draft a will, but there’s no better 
time than now. Most adults have mon-
ey or possessions that they would like 
to leave to someone, and waiting until 
the circumstances seem perfect is risky. 
Health problems may come on sudden-
ly, and trying to draft a will at that time 
can be stressful. Even worse, if you sud-
denly become incapacitated, it may be 
too late.

Your life will inevitably change as the 
years pass, and any will drafted now can 
(and should) be reviewed and revised 
occasionally to account for family and 
financial changes.

3. Don’t think it’s important
Unless you have personal experience 

with settling an estate, you may un-
derestimate the consequences of dying 
without a will (called dying intestate). 
Decisions will be made by the court on 
your behalf, and your property will be 
distributed according to the laws of your 
state. Who is entitled to your assets will 
depend on those laws, and handling that 
when there is no will can be especially 
complicated, time-consuming, stressful, 
and expensive for your family.

 Motivating Situations
Almost one out of four Americans without a will say that nothing would motivate 

them to get one. Here are the percentages of those without a will who say these situa-
tions would motivate them.

 4. Family dynamics are complex
Putting off drafting a will might seem logical when you are facing deep-rooted family 

issues or complicated situations. Why not just leave it to others to sort out after you’re 
gone?

Unfortunately, not having a legal document that outlines your specific intentions can 
make an already difficult situation worse. Leaving the disposition of your assets up to 
the court to decide may have unintended consequences for family members and lead to 
irreparable rifts or even litigation.

A will is only part of an estate plan
Finally, as important as a will is, it’s just one component of your estate plan. You may 

need other legal documents such as trusts, powers of attorney, and advance medical 
directives to fully address your needs. Ask an estate planning attorney to evaluate your 
individual situation and help you put a plan in place.

1) 2024 Wills and Estate Planning Study, Caring.com

This information is not intended as tax, legal, investment, or retirement advice or recommen-
dations, and it may not be relied on for the purpose of avoiding any federal tax penalties. You are 
encouraged to seek guidance from an independent tax or legal professional. The content is derived 
from sources believed to be accurate. Neither the information presented nor any opinion expressed 
constitutes a solicitation for the purchase or sale of any security. This material was written and 
prepared by Broadridge Advisor Solutions. © 2024 Broadridge Financial Solutions, Inc.

Investment and Insurance Products are:
Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Federal Government Agency
Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of, or Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any Bank Affiliate
Subject to Investment Risks, Including Possible Loss of the Principal Amount Invested HW

Source: 2024 Wills and Estate Planning Study, Caring.com (multiple responses allowed)

MOVING?
Please let us know before you go! It’s easy...

info@hebewwatchman.com
901.763.2215

PO Box 770846, Memphis, TN 38177-0846
Thanks for your cooperation.
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Hostages Emily Damari, Romi 
Gonen, Doron Steinbrecher 
Released as Israel-Hamas Ceasefire 
Sets In

Arlyne Glassberg Schwartz (1935 - 
2025) died on January 16, 2025, leaving 
behind a legacy of love kindness and op-
timism. She is survived by her children; 
Nancy Nash (Randy), Charles Buring 
(Rebecca), Betsy Buring and Jeanne 
Wurzburg (Warren). Arlyne’s first child, 
daughter Leigh Buring, predeceased her 
at age 10. Arlyne also leaves behind 8 
grandchildren and 4 great-grandchil-
dren. She was preceded in death by her 

Arlyne Glassberg Schwartz

OBITUARY

Hundreds Rally in Jerusalem Against 
‘Blasphemous’ Hostage Deal

(JNS) – Hundreds of Israelis, includ-
ing families of soldiers slain during the 
war in Gaza, protested at the Knesset in 
Jerusalem last Thursday ahead of an ex-
pected government vote on the ceasefire 
deal with Hamas terrorists.

Protests were also held outside Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s office 
in the capital.

Eliyahu Libman, one of the found-
ers of the Tikva Forum for Families 
of Hostages and whose son, Elyakim, 
was murdered during Hamas’s Oct. 7, 
2023, attack, told “Hakol Hayehudi” at 
the protest, “And Samuel said to him, 
‘The Lord has this day torn the kingship 
over Israel away from you.’ [1 Samuel 
15:28]”

“Starting today, you are directly re-
sponsible for all the blood that will 
be shed,” Libman said in remarks ad-
dressed to the Israeli government. “For 
the most terrible national humiliation 
and encouragement of terrorism! The 
blasphemy of God cries out to heaven; 
we will never forgive you.”

Wally Wollfstal, the father of Capt. 
(res.) Ariel Mordechay Wollfstal, who 
was killed in central Gaza on Jan. 22, 
2024, told Arutz 7: “There will be the 

price for this deal: hundreds more dead 
soldiers. If we return after they released 
a million people who were in southern 
Gaza and allow them to return to the 
northern Strip, we will receive more 
coffins.

“From the protest camp in Jerusalem, 
we call on Cabinet members not to ap-
prove this reckless deal, which will re-
lease thousands of terrorists and cause 
many more dead IDF soldiers,” added 
Wollfstal.

Last Thursday night, the Tikva Fo-
rum and the Heroism Forum, which 
represents families of soldiers and secu-
rity personnel who died in the Swords 
of Iron war, are planning major protests 
against the deal at intersections across 
Israel.

“[President Donald] Trump’s entry 
[into office] marks the time to move 
from a slow and faltering war, using 
failed raids, to victory, decisiveness, the 
occupation of Gaza and a complete vic-
tory over Hamas,” the organizers stated 
in the announcement. “Now is definitely 
not the time to surrender to Hamas.

“No to signing a surrender deal – now 
is the time for victory! It is time to win 
the war and return all the hostages!” the 
announcement concludes.

An Israeli Cabinet meeting scheduled 
for last Thursday morning, in which the 
agreement was set to be approved, was 
reportedly postponed after Israeli Fi-
nance Minister Bezalel Smotrich’s Re-
ligious Zionism Party signaled it could 
exit the government in protest of the 
agreement.

However, according to the Prime 
Minister’s Office, the Cabinet vote was 
delayed because Hamas reneged on 
parts of the deal. “The Israeli Cabinet 
will not convene until the mediators no-
tify Israel that Hamas has accepted all 
elements of the agreement,” the PMO 
stated. HW

Empty coffins are seen outside 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s office in Jerusalem, 
as part of a protest against the 
ceasefire deal between Israel and 
Hamas, Jan. 16, 2025. Credit: 
Yonatan Sindel/Flash90

husband of 14 years, Ben Schwartz. 
Arlyne was an officer in Central High 
School’s graduating class of 1953, and 
she was elected to be Miss Vanderbilt in 
the late 1950s.

An active and generous volunteer 
within the Memphis Jewish commu-
nity, Arylene was instrumental in the 
creation of the Memphis Jewish Federa-
tion’s Lion of Judah program for women 
philanthropists and endowed a Lion of 
Judah Pin. She chaired the Temple Isra-
el Mitzvah Day foundation and worked 
to help organize the Temple’s archives. 
She served as executive director of the 
woman’s division of the Memphis Jew-
ish Federation for many years.

Arlyne was a loving mother grand-
mother, great-grandmother, godmother 
and friend. Her unwavering devotion 
will be remembered by all who had the 
privilege of knowing her. The family re-
quests memorials to be sent to St. Jude 
Children’s Hospital and Fogelman Jew-
ish Family Service at the Memphis Jew-
ish Community Center.

The funeral service was held on Sun-
day, Jan. 19, 2025, in the Levy-Cooper 
Chapel at Temple Israel Cemetery. HW

By Philissa Cramer
(JTA) – Three women whom Hamas 

held hostage in Gaza for more than 470 
days are returning to Israel as a ceasefire 
in the Israel-Hamas war went into effect 
Sunday morning.

The women were all alive and exited 
on their own from a Hamas vehicle, ac-
cording to footage streamed from Gaza. 
Representatives of the Red Cross met 
them there in preparation for returning 
them to Israel, where their families and 
medical professionals are waiting.

The women, civilians abducted when 
Hamas terrorists invaded southern Is-
rael, were the first hostages freed from 
among 33 set for release over six weeks, 
according to a ceasefire deal struck last 
week. They are:

Emily Damari: The only British citi-
zen to remain in Gaza, Damari, 27, was 
shot on Oct. 7 but seen alive in Gaza by 
other hostages who returned. She was 
abducted from Kibbutz Kfar Aza.

Romi Gonen: Taken hostage from the 
Nova music festival, Gonen, 24, was 
shot on Oct. 7 but seen alive in Gaza by 
other hostages who returned.

Doron Steinbrecher: Taken hostage 
from her home at Kibbutz Kfar Aza, 
Steinbrecher appeared alive in a video 
released by Hamas in January 2024.

No official announcement was made 
about their condition before their re-
lease, but Romi Gonen’s father told an 
Israeli radio station that he understood 
that his daughter would be returning 
alive. Their mothers were called to 
Reim, near to the site of the Nova mas-
sacre, to be reunited with the women.

Israeli authorities have prepared to 
provide medical and psychological 
treatments to hostages as they return. 
There remain 98 hostages, of whom 33 
will be released over six weeks during 
the first phase of a ceasefire deal, from 
more than 250 taken on Oct. 7.

Separately, Israel announced that 
it had retrieved the remains of Oron 
Shaul, a soldier who was killed in the 
2014 Gaza war and held hostage since 
then. Shaul is one of 36 people abducted 
from Israel who are known to be dead; 
under the terms of the ceasefire, their 
bodies would be returned only after Is-
rael fully withdraws from Gaza and re-
construction of the territory begins.

The ceasefire began slightly later 
than planned because of a delay in an-
nouncing the names of the hostages to 
be returned, which Hamas attributed to 
“technical difficulties” in communicat-
ing within the territory.

It also followed Israel’s Supreme 
Court rejecting petitions from Israelis 
who oppose the deal, mostly because of 
the large number of Palestinian securi-
ty prisoners, including convicted mur-
derers, who will be released under the 
agreement.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu faces intense pressure over 
whether to continue the war after the 
six-week pause. A crucial right-wing 
government partner has threatened to 
exit his coalition if fighting does not re-
sume at that time. But Donald Trump, 
who is being sworn in Monday as U.S. 
president, has strongly pressed for a per-
manent end to the war.

In an extended statement on Satur-
day, Netanyahu said both Trump and 
Joe Biden, the outgoing president, had 
endorsed a resumption in fighting in the 
future.

Calling the current pause a “tempo-
rary ceasefire,” Netanyahu said, “Both 
President Trump and President Biden 
have given full backing to Israel’s right 
to return to the fighting, if Israel reach-
es the conclusion that the second stage 
negotiations are ineffectual. I greatly 
appreciate this.” HW

Posters of hostages Emily Damari and Romi Gonen, two of the first 
hostages Hamas said it would release from Gaza, are displayed at Tel 
Aviv’s Hostage Square, Jan. 16, 2025. Credit: Noam Galai/Getty Images

Hamas Will Never Rule Gaza, Vows 
U.S. National Security Advisor 
Designate

(JNS) – Hamas will “never govern 
Gaza,” President-elect Donald Trump’s 
incoming national security adviser, 
Mike Waltz, said on Sunday, ahead of 
the U.S.-mediated ceasefire between the 
terrorist group and Israel.

“That is completely unacceptable,” 
Waltz said during an interview with CBS 
about the prospect of a Hamas-run Gaza.

On Oct. 7, 2023, about 6,000 Hamas-
led terrorists invaded Israel, murdered 

some 1,200 people and abducted an-
other 251. Israel launched a campaign 
whose stated goal was to dismantle 
Hamas and retrieve the hostages.

Earlier this month, Israel and Hamas 
agreed to a ceasefire whose first phase 
features the release of 33 out of 97 hostag-
es still in Gaza in return for more than a 
thousand Palestinian prisoners; an Israeli 
redeployment in the Gaza Strip and a 42-
day ceasefire. The remaining hostages are 

to be released in following phases whose 
details are yet to be negotiated.

If Hamas violates the deal, the Unit-
ed States will not interfere with Israeli 
moves to punish Hamas, Waltz indicat-
ed. “I want the Israeli people to hear me 
loud and clear. If Hamas reneges on this 
deal and Hamas backs out, moves the 
goalpost, what have you, we will support 

Israel in doing what it has to do,” he said.
Waltz was optimistic when asked 

about the Trump administration’s chanc-
es of brokering a normalization deal be-
tween Jerusalem and Riyadh as part of 
the Abraham Accords. “I do think we 
can expand it, and that will be between 
Israel and Saudi Arabia, which will be 
tremendous,” Waltz said. HW
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As I write on the evening of January 
15, it has been announced that Israel 
and Hamas have reached a multi-phase 
ceasefire agreement that apparently 
will see 33 hostages released to Israel 
through the International Red Cross.

Questions abound, some to be deter-
mined in the next few days, others in the 
coming weeks. Most immediate perhaps, 
assuming that new snags do not disrupt 
the agreement, how many of the 33 are 
alive and will be returning to the joy of 
their families. How many bodies will 
be in this first exchange, also returning 
to their families but for proper burial. 
Hamas within their evil, cynical charac-
ter has apparently so far refused to say.

The geopolitical question yet to be an-
swered within a later phase of the agree-
ment is what role if any will Hamas play 
in the immediate and long-term future 
of Gaza. Will it be able to rearm and 
rebuild its terrorist units? Further, will 
Hamas be a part of the political eche-
lon and governance of Gaza? And, what 
will be Gaza’s relationship to the Pales-
tinian Authority, to the West Bank, and 
ultimately to Iran?

Moving north to Israel’s northern bor-
ders, since my last column Lebanon’s 
Parliament has elected Joseph Aoun as 
President of the country. He will step out 
of his military uniform as head of the 

Lebanese army in order to assume his 
new civilian role. Hizballah has been se-
verely beaten militarily by the IDF, but 
the jihadist organization remains a part 
of Lebanon’s political infrastructure.

Will Aoun be able to exert sufficient 
power for the Lebanese government 
and army to play the leading role in 
the country, which would mean hold-
ing Hizballah in check including their 
remaining north of the Litani River as 
called for in UN resolution 1701?

David Wurmser, a senior policy an-
alyst and advisor based in the U.S., 
is more than skeptical. In a detailed, 
lengthy analysis of historical and con-
temporary currents titled “Lebanon 
Will Get Worse Before it Gets Better,” 
his telling sentence is: “The problem is 
because Lebanon’s instability arises not 
from the external array of forces, but 
from the foundations of the Lebanese 
state, which are then leveraged by ex-
ternal forces.”

Moving on from Lebanon to Syria, 
the fall of the Assad regime last month 
to Syrian rebels has important implica-
tions for both Israel and Jordan. Syria’s 
southern border comprises a northern 
border for each country.

In a December 23 analysis in the “Je-
rusalem Post,” titled “Jordan outreach to 
new Syria government is turning point,” 

We’re Still Here
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By Howard Weisband
Seth Frantzman reported that the head 
of the rebel group Ahmed al-Sharaa has 
been visited by a bevy of foreign repre-
sentatives including Turkey, Qatar, the 
UK, France, Germany, and the U.S.

In addition, Frantzman covered in 
depth the visit of Jordan’s Foreign Min-
ister Ayman Safadi who met with the 
new Syrian leadership on December 22. 
A Jordanian Government spokesman 
said that “the Jordanian position on the 
recent events in Syria... expresses the 
sincerity of relations between the two 
brotherly countries, in addition to its 
support for achieving security for Syria, 
the unity of its territories, and the stabil-
ity of its institutions.”

Frantzman states that “Amman wants 
to secure its northern border. This is im-
portant because the Syrian Civil War led 
to much uncertainty in Jordan.” He con-
tinues his analysis and concludes with 
the comment: “Both Israel and Jordan 
are watching southern Syria closely.”

The aforementioned David Wurmser, 
in a fascinating analysis published on 
December 1, about a week prior to the 
fall of the Assad regime, titled: “Prepare 
for Disintegration of Syria and Rise of 
Imperial Turkey,” opens with the com-
ment “The desolation wrought on Hez-
bollah by Israel, and the humiliation 
inflicted on Iran, has not only left the 

Iranian axis exposed to Israeli power 
and further withering. It has altered the 
strategic tectonics of the Middle East. 
The story is not just Iran anymore. The 
region is showing the first signs of tre-
mendous geopolitical change. And the 
plates are beginning to move.”

Wurmser then defines the agenda: 
“The removal of the religious-totalitar-
ian tyranny of the Iranian regime re-
mains the greatest strategic imperative 
in the region for the United States and 
its allies, foremost among whom stands 
Israel…. to be clear; Iran remains the 
central threat. And nothing can be done 
until it is defeated. But the urgency of 
ensuring and achieving its defeat is in-
creasing rapidly.”

Iran’s defeat ultimately would con-
stitute the most critical geopolitical 
change in the Middle East, and perhaps 
for all of the free world.

Howard Weisband served as Assistant 
Executive Director (1975-77) and 
Executive Director (1977-84) of the 
Memphis Jewish Federation. Following 
Aliyah with his family in 1986, he 
served as Secretary General of the 
Jewish Agency for Israel through 1997, 
and then in other senior professional 
positions in Israel. Now retired, he and 
Kayla live in Jerusalem. He can be 
reached at hweisband@gmail.com HW

I love a Jewish wedding. No, I don’t 
cry like the old ladies, but my heart 
warms up and expands like a kneid-
lach in simmering soup. Why? For the 
simple reason that we’re still here, and 
there’s every indication that there’ll be 
more of us. Our historical survival is 
one of the proofs that a living G-d rules 
the world.

It speaks to me of our continuing Jew-
ish lineage – the futility of those histor-
ical Hitlers who tried to obliterate our 
culture and failed. As the bride circles 
the groom, and the rabbi recites the age-
old blessings (that must have worked 
because we’re still here) I think of the 
mighty empires that have crumbled 
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By Ted Roberts

when they attacked us. I think of Spain 
and their inquisition – a country now 
on the critically ill list. I think of the 
ex Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 
(Republics? A blatant lie.) A shadow of 
its former self. I think of Nazi Germa-
ny – those champion Jew killers and 
their heaven sent (with the aid of the al-
lied Air Forces) blizzard of destruction 
from the air. Dresden, Cologne, Berlin, 
Hamburg, Stuttgart – heaps of corpses 
and ashes. Yes, G-d looked away from 
the Holocaust, but violently took his re-
venge on our murderers.

And don’t forget Rome, who de-
stroyed our second Temple and then fell 
prey to barbarians – the instrument of 
G-d. For does not the Torah tell us that 
He will use the sword of nations to im-
pose His punishment? He also tells us 
that He will curse those that curse us. 
And bless those that bless us. Witness 
No. 1, the United States of America.

Not only will Judaism continue to 
wave its flag of morality but will serve 
the world as conscience – our usual role 
that we often pay for in blood.

But again these are somber thoughts. 

Why think of winter’s desolation in the 
rejuvenation of spring? Why think of 
the icy gales of January when the return-
ing swallows are bursting into a song of 
homecoming? And spring means wed-
dings!

Like I say, there’s nothing like a Jew-
ish wedding. I’m even a matchmaker 
(whose services are free). “Sammy,” I 
say, talking to an old friend. “You know 
that Greenberg girl is a real prize.” If he 
picked up a little Yiddish from his grand-
parents, I might call her a ‘Machayah’ 
– a phrase that means a cross between 
a lottery winner and a similar stroke of 
happiness that falls from the sky. I’ve 
even got good friends who won’t pick 
up the phone. Uh oh, it’s Ted – he wants 
to make his wedding pitch – me and Zel-
da are just good friends. Don’t answer 
it – you’ll get a 40-minute speech on my 
contribution to Jewish survival.”

And I’ve got even more in my bag of 
tricks when I hear that X and Y are close 
to legitimizing their dalliance with a 
formal wedding. I give them both a call. 
No special topic – “just thinking about 
you. You and your wedding. And you 

shouldn’t forget I love weddings, es-
pecially when waiters pass through the 
crowd with those lamb chop appetizers 
and champagne.” It rarely fails.

Yes, Romans, Spaniards, Russians, 
and Nazis, we’re still rejoicing over our 
survival and your dust.

The syndicated humor of Ted, the Scrib-
bler on the roof, has appeared in newspa-
pers around the U.S., on National Public 
Radio, and numerous websites. HW

Jewish, Israeli Americans Face ‘Substantial’ Hiring Bias, ADL Finds
(JNS) – Jewish and Israeli Americans 

face “substantial” discrimination in the 
labor market, according to a study the 
Anti-Defamation League published last 
Wednesday.

Jewish American job seekers needed 
to send 24% more applications to re-
ceive the same number of positive first 
responses from prospective employers 
as Americans with Western European 
backgrounds when applying to the same 
role, the ADL found. For Israeli Amer-
icans, the challenge was even greater, 
requiring 39% more applications.

“This is groundbreaking evidence 
of serious antisemitic discrimination 

in the labor market,” said Jonathan 
Greenblatt, CEO of the ADL. “On top 
of increasing antisemitic incidents and 
growing antisemitic beliefs, this land-
mark study illustrates the very real 
need for employers to take anti-Jewish 
and anti-Israeli prejudice more serious-
ly to have a workplace that works for 
everyone.”

The ADL tasked Bryan Tomlin, a la-
bor economist and professor of econom-
ics at California State University Chan-
nel Islands in Ventura County northwest 
of Los Angeles, with submitting ap-
plications to online administrative as-
sistant job postings using resumés that 

were identical except for indicators that 
the applicant might be Jewish or Israeli.

Tomlin sent 3,000 inquiries to listings 
across the United States, using identi-
cal email text and resumés that differed 
only in the name of the applicant – se-
lected to sound Jewish, Israeli or West-
ern European – and resumé signals of 
likely Jewish, Israeli or Western Euro-
pean background.

“Without the benefit of a study of this 
kind, it is difficult, if not impossible, 
to prove adverse treatment in the labor 
market based on one’s religion or cul-
tural identity,” Tomlin said. “This study 
shows that Jewish and Israeli Americans 

may be missing out on job opportunities 
just because of their identity, not their 
qualifications, and it provides a start 
toward quantifying some of these more 
subtle but still harmful symptoms of an-
tisemitism.”

The study notes that because the ap-
plications focused on administrative 
jobs, “the extent to which these results 
can be applied to other markets is not 
known.”

“Given the results of this study, fur-
ther investigation of potential adverse 
treatment of these protected groups in 
other markets (non-labor) is warranted 
as well,” it concludes. HW
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Israel’s Friends and Foes Praise Ceasefire-for-Hostages Deal

By David Isaac

Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei 
speaks at the Imam Khomeini 
Hussainia conference hall 
in Tehran on July 24, 2015. 
Credit:Seysd Shahaboddin Vajedi 
via Wikimedia Commons.

(JNS) – Whether Israel’s sworn en-
emies or its staunch allies, the world 
welcomed the news of the ceasefire deal 
between Israel and Hamas announced 
last Wednesday. 

Israel’s foes treated the ceasefire as a 
victory against the Jewish state. Iranian 
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei last Thursday hailed the “Palestin-
ian resistance for showing fortitude and 
forcing the Zionist regime to retreat.”

It will be written in books that there 
was a mob who once killed thousands 
of children & women in Gaza! Ev-
eryone will realize it was the patience 
of the people & steadfastness of Pal-
estinian Resistance & Resistance 
Front that forced Zionist regime to re-
treat.#GazaIsVictorious-Khamenei.ir 
(@khamenei_ir) January 16, 2025

Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps also praised the agreement.

“Today, the end to the war and the 
imposition of a ceasefire on the Zionist 
regime are a clear victory and a big tri-
umph for Palestine and a greater defeat 
for the demoniacal Zionist regime,” it 
said in a statement last Thursday.

Hamas was jubilant over the agree-
ment. Senior Hamas official Khalil al-
Hayya, in his first public remarks since 
green-lighting the truce deal, repeated 
the terrorist group’s commitment to the 
destruction of Israel last Wednesday 
night.

Al-Hayya described the Oct. 7, 2023, 
massacre of some 1,200 people in Israel 
as a “miraculous” achievement, declar-
ing the atrocities would “remain a source 
of pride” for Palestinians, “passed down 
through generations.”

The terrorist attack “struck the heart 
of the enemy and will lead, Inshallah 
[‘God willing’], to the restoration of all 
our rights,” the Hamas leader said.

South Africa, which filed a complaint 
with the International Court of Justice 
in the Hague on Oct. 29, 2023, accusing 
Israel of genocide, praised the ceasefire.

“The ceasefire must lay the basis for 
a just peace, which should include the 
establishment of a contiguous, indepen-
dent and viable Palestinian state,” said 
South African government spokesman 
Vincent Magwenya.

Moscow greeted news of an agree-
ment with “cautious optimism,” Rus-
sian Presidential Press Secretary Dmitry 
Peskov told reporters last Thursday, “as 
the dire humanitarian catastrophe un-
folding in Gaza continues to worsen. A 
ceasefire and truce are urgently needed 
for the residents who remain in Gaza, 
enduring unimaginable hardships.”

European countries also welcomed 
news of a cessation of hostilities.

“This is a major, positive break-
through toward ending the violence,” 
stated Kaja Kallas, the E.U. high rep-
resentative for foreign affairs and se-
curity policy. “It is now time to deliver 
this agreement for all hostages and their 
families, the people of Gaza and the 

people of the region.”
Keir Starmer, the British prime min-

ister, paid tribute to “those who won’t 
make it home – including the British 
people who were murdered by Hamas.”

London and its allies “will continue 
to be at the forefront of these crucial ef-
forts to break the cycle of violence and 
secure long-term peace in the Middle 
East,” he said.

The German Federal Foreign Office 
said that “in these hours, there is hope 
that the hostages will finally be released 
and that the deaths in Gaza will come to 
an end. All those who bear responsibili-
ty should now ensure that this opportu-
nity is seized.”

Dutch Foreign Minister Caspar Veld-
kamp welcomed the “positive news 
about a ceasefire in Gaza.”

U.S. President Joe Biden said last 
Wednesday, “This deal will halt the 
fighting in Gaza, surge much-needed 
humanitarian assistance to Palestinian 
civilians and reunite the hostages with 
their families after more than 15 months 
in captivity.”

President-elect Donald Trump said, 
“This epic ceasefire agreement could 
have only happened as a result of our 
historic victory in November, as it sig-
naled to the entire world that my admin-
istration would seek peace and negotiate 
deals to ensure the safety of all Ameri-
cans and our allies.”

Although Biden ridiculed the idea 
that Trump had helped with a ceasefire, 
Netanyahu thanked Trump in a [last] 
Wednesday call for helping to forge the 
ceasefire-for-hostages-and-terrorists-re-
lease deal with Hamas.

Thirty-three hostages out of the 98 
held by Hamas in Gaza are set to be re-
leased during the first phase of the deal, 
in exchange for 1,000 Gazan terrorists. 

This includes nine sick and injured cap-
tives who are to be exchanged for 110 
Palestinians serving life sentences in Is-
raeli prisons, including those with blood 
on their hands.

Israeli forces are to withdraw from 
the Philadelphi Corridor along Gaza’s 
Egyptian border. The withdrawal will 
begin on the 42nd day of the first phase, 
after the release of the final hostage for 
the phase and is to be completed by the 
50th day.

The Rafah Crossing to Egypt will be 
prepared for civilian and medical evac-
uations immediately after the agreement 
is signed.

However, Channel 12 News reported 
last Thursday that according to a “se-
nior government source,” Israel will not 
withdraw from the Philadelphi Corridor 
in the first stage, and the second stage 
will not proceed unless Hamas agrees to 
relinquish control of Gaza.

A last-minute crisis emerged last 
Thursday, with Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu’s office announcing 
that “Hamas has reneged on parts of the 
agreement reached with the mediators 
and Israel in an effort to extort last-min-
ute concessions.

“The Israeli Cabinet will not convene 
until the mediators notify Israel that 
Hamas has accepted all elements of the 
agreement,” the Prime Minister’s Office 
said.

Hamas Political Bureau member Ez-
zat al-Rishq, quoted by Channel 12 
News, said in response that “Hamas is 
committed to the ceasefire agreement 
announced by the mediators.”

Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smo-
trich’s Religious Zionism Party signaled 
last Thursday it would likely exit Net-
anyahu’s coalition over the ceasefire 
agreement with Hamas. HW

6 Chabad Tunnel Defendants Plead Guilty

By Ben Sales
(New York Jewish Week) – Six men 

who were arrested in an attempt to dig 
a tunnel into the Brooklyn headquar-
ters of the Chabad Hasidic movement 
accepted plea deals last Monday, while 
four others opted to go to trial.

The guilty pleas were the latest stage 
in the Chabad tunnel saga, which burst 
into view one year ago when a fracas 
broke out at a synagogue in the Chabad-
Lubavitch world headquarters at 770 
Eastern Parkway. A group of men broke 
down a wall at the synagogue as part of 
an attempt to tunnel into the building, 
part of a bid to expand the headquar-
ters. Investigators found that the tunnel 
stretched 60 feet.

The incident gained international at-
tention and led to more than a dozen ar-
rests and citations, while 770 was closed 
for days out of structural integrity con-
cerns. Chabad leadership denounced the 
tunnelers as a fringe group.

Last Monday, six defendants accept-
ed reduced charges of criminal mischief 
and agreed to pay $200 as well as refrain 
from any construction work or alter-

ations at 770 for three years, according 
to the “New York Post.” If they violate 
the terms of the plea deal, they face a 
five-year ban from 770, which served as 
the office of Chabad’s late leader, Rabbi 
Menachem Mendel Schneerson. Other 
defendants in the case have previously 
pled guilty.

But four defendants last Monday opt-
ed to go to trial. They face felony crim-
inal mischief charges and a maximum 
prison sentence of seven years.

The judge also scolded the defendants 
in the courtroom.

“This is a blemish on the Chabad 
movement as far as I’m concerned,” 

Judge Adam Perlmutter said. Pre-
sumably referring to the thousands of 
Chabad centers across the globe, he 
added, “They built buildings all over the 
world. It involves raising money, hiring 
architects, getting building permits and 
any rezoning as necessary. It is the only 
way that it gets done in this town.” HW

Police block the entrance to 
the main synagogue at Chabad 
headquarters due to safety 
concerns, Jan. 9, 2024. 
Credit: Luke Tress
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Friday Evening, January 24, 2025 
Presentations for Women and Men   
Young Israel of Memphis @ 8:15 PM  

 
By Charlene for Women  

“Hang in there…Mashiach is SOOO close!” 
By Jonathan Aminoff for Men  

“From Hedge Funds to Hatzalah: Leading a Meaningful Life” 
 

Shabbos Day, January 25, 2025 
Ladies’ Afternoon Class by Charlene 
Young Israel of Memphis @ 4:10 PM  
“The Key to Blessings is Gratitude” 

 
Saturday Evening , January 25, 2025 

Melava Malka Open to Men and Women of the Community  
Hosted by the Margolin Hebrew Academy  

Irby and Bernice Cooper Beit Midrash @ 8:15 PM  
“The Story of Gali Aminoff” 

SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE SERIES SPONSORS: 
Sarah & Allen Ardestani ● Deena & Noam Davidovics ● Tom Ernst ● Amy Friedman  

Eileen & Norman Itkowitz ● Elana & Josh Kahane ● Abbe & Jonathan Kaplan ● Esther & Allan Katz   
Ricki & Michael Krupp ● Alison & Michael Novich ● Cindi & Joe Weinstein ● Tzipa & Aaron Zweig 

February 6–March 4, 2025
Get tickets at www.jccmemphis.org/Film

OPENING NIGHT

Running on Sand
Thursday, February 6 • 7pm

Avenue of Giants
Tuesday, February 11 • 7pm

Shari & Lamb Chop
Thursday, February 13 • 7pm

A Photographic 
Memory 
Sunday, February 16 • 2pm

Air War
Wednesday, February 19 • 7pm

6560 Poplar Avenue, Memphis, TN 38138 
jccmemphis.org • (901) 761-0810

Viewings will be in the Belz Theater at the Orgel 
Family Performing Arts Center.

Individual Film:
$10 Community / $8 Member 

Series Pass:
Includes one ticket to each film.
$80 Community / $64 Member

Kidnapped: 
The Abduction
of Edgardo Mortara
Monday, February 24 • 7pm

Auction
Thursday, February 27 • 7pm

Here Lived
Sunday, March 2 • 2pm

Less Than Kosher
Tuesday, March 4 • 7pm


