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Giant Floral Menorah in Honor of Oct. 7 and Magic Show
at Chabad’s Menorah Lighting Celebration

Rabbi Levi Klein kindling the giant Menorah at last years community
Chanukah celebration in front of the Memphis Chabad Center.

Once again this year, Chabad of Mem-
phis will attempt to kindle the spark of
Yiddishkeit (Jewishness) within each
and every Jew with their bold public
displays of Jewish pride.

“This year we have added a new
twist to our Giant Menorah Lighting
celebration, we will be kindling a giant
outdoor floral menorah in honor of Oct.

7, said Mrs. Rivky Klein, co-director
of Chabad of Memphis. “They tried to
bury us, they didn’t know we’re seeds
and we’d flourish and grow,” she con-
tinued. “And we’ll be having a special
program in honor of Israel as well.”

“It is a symbol of Jewish pride, as we
come together to celebrate Chanukah as
a united Jewish community and illumi-

nate these dark times” said Rabbi Klein
director of Chabad of Memphis.

“Everyone will also get to enjoy a
special magic show by Memphis magi-
cian Michael Clayton as he performs his
magic and illusions,” added Mrs. Klein.

The festivities will get underway at 4
p.m., on Sunday, December 29, the Fifth
Night of Chanukah, at the Chabad Cen-
ter for Jewish Life located at 2570 Kirby
Parkway.

“The festival is open to the public
and all activities are free of charge” said
Rabbi Klein, “and the Giant Menorah
Kindling will be followed by Chanukah
music, hot latkes, delicious donuts, hot
apple cider, gelt, dreidels and more.”

The holiday of Chanukah is a festival
of victory and celebration for all times,
highlighted by the kindling of menorahs
each night of the holiday.

“It is a holiday replete with traditions
and with display of Jewish pride and
unity,” said Rabbi Klein.

Chabad will be visiting the sick in the
local hospitals making sure that those
unable to make it to a Chanukah Party
or celebration will not be left out of the

Chanukah Spirit.

In its Chanukah outreach campaign,
Chabad has also arranged for the erect-
ing of several large menorahs around
the Memphis area including each of
the three lobbies at the Memphis inter-
national airport. They join hundreds of
Chabad Centers across the globe that are
staging similar massive public displays
of the menorah and its symbolic lights.
From Australia to Africa, Columbia to
Hong Kong, The White House lawn to
the world’s largest menorah at Rocke-
feller Center in New York City, hun-
dreds of thousands will experience the
joy of Chanukah with Chabad.

“It is a holiday that enriches our lives
with the light of tradition,” said Rabbi
Klein. “In ancient times our ancestors
rededicated the Temple in Jerusalem
with the menorah. Today, we rededicate
ourselves to making this world a better
and brighter place.”

For further information on any of the
above events or if you have any ques-
tions related to Chanukah, please vis-
it www.JewishMemphis.com or call
Chabad at 901-754-0404. HW

Huge Laughs at the MJCC ~ The Living Room of the Jewish

Community

A huge crowd showed up for huge laughs.

Many in our community would de-
scribe the Memphis Jewish Community
Center as “the living room of the Jew-
ish community.” On December 15, the
MIJCC reminded everyone of how true
that is to this day. The MJCC hosted A
Night of Gifts and Comedy for adults
and a DIY Menorah project event for
children.

MICC Board Vice Chair Jonathan
Epstein said, “Food was good, room
looked great, staff was friendly... Best
of all, it did what I think the Center does
better than anyone — bring every corner
of the Jewish community together. Sev-
eral people including a past president
of Temple Israel and a past president of
Young Israel came up to me and com-
mented on how nice it was to see such
a cross-section of the community in one
place.”

Over 250 were in attendance to laugh
with comedians Ophira Eisenberg, Es-
ter Steinberg and Noah Gardenswartz.
Over 40 children in grades K-6 attend-
ed the DIY Menorah project which, in
addition to MJCC staff overseeing the
program, had a handful of BBYOers
volunteering to help make the program
the success it was.

For Ester and Noah, this was their sec-
ond time performing for the Memphis
community, having done a Zoom event
in December of 2020. The event in 2020
came at a time when laughter was some-
thing we all needed as we were still in
the height of COVID and not able to
gather with friends. Now, in 2024, with
the landscape for Jews around the world
being what it is, we once again found
ourselves needing a night of laughter in
a room filled with members of our Jew-

A diverse Memphis crowd enjoyed good food, good entertainment and

lots of laughter.

ish community. So, on December 15 at
6:30 p.m. the show began, and we got
all the laughs we could handle for one
and half hours.

Jeremy Weiser, chief operating officer
of the MJCC, stated that one of the main
goals of the event was to bring together
as many people of differing ages and af-
filiations as they could.

“We definitely reached that goal see-
ing so many people here ranging as
young as 21 all the way to their late
80s,” said Weiser.

All those attending enjoyed drinks and
food from Sam’s Corner served family
style at each table. Benjamin Orgel had
this to say: “I had a wonderful time at
the JCC’s comedy night. Not only were
the laughs hysterical, it was so fun be-
ing in a room with 250 Jews drinking,

eating and celebrating Hannukah at the
JCC. I look forward to the JCC bring-
ing in more events like this one to bring
people together for great times like the
other night.”

“Everyone had a great time. Honestly,
it’s just nice to be in a room full of Jews
for something fun and positive,” said
Arthur Malkin.

JCC Board Chair Judy Bookman said,
“In addition to wonderful entertainment
from three comedians and delicious
snacks for everyone, it was wonderful
to see so many from all segments of our
Jewish community come together to
celebrate the upcoming Chanukah sea-
son at our MJCC. I am so grateful that
we have a gathering place where we can

(See MJCC Page 2)
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While the adults enjoyed a night of comedy, the kids made menorah-

constructing memories

all share such happy moments.”

While parents were laughing it up in
the Belz Social Hall in the Orgel Fami-
ly Performing Arts Center, their children
were having a blast upstairs. The kids
had pizza from Sam’s Corner for dinner
and then, different from the typical wood
or clay DIY Menorahs, each child made
their own menorah from a slab of granite.

“The goal here was to give children a
menorah that they could proudly and safe-
ly use for years to come,” said Weiser.

Their menorahs included a moveable
brass dreidel, candleholders, a stencil to
color on the word Chanukah in Hebrew,
and a transparent sticker of the MJCC
logo so they can always remember
where they made it. Parents, don’t wor-
ry, they put felt pieces on the bottom so
they won’t scratch up your counter and

table tops. After eating and completing
their menorahs, the children played gym
games on the basketball court.

Hila and Nir Shimony attended the
comedy event while their son attended
the kids’ event and had this to say: “The
evening was truly uplifting. Exactly
what we all needed. The laughter was
great, the company was fantastic, and
the comedians were absolutely won-
derful! What made it even more special
was being able to bring our son along,
allowing him to enjoy his own fun holi-
day time with his friends.”

The MJCC hopes to have more social
events for the Jewish community in the
future to continue bringing everyone
together and wishes everyone a Happy
Hanukkah filled with light, love and
tons of laughter. HW

Trump ‘Did a Very Good Thing’
with Abraham Accords, Blinken

Says

(JNS) — Antony Blinken, the U.S.
secretary of state, gave President-elect
Donald Trump credit for his efforts,
under the Abraham Accords during
Trump’s first term, to help Israel nor-
malize relations with some of its Arab
neighbors.

“President Trump did a very good
thing the first time around with the
Abraham Accords with the United Arab
Emirates, with Bahrain,” Blinken told
Willie Geist, Jonathan Lemire, Andrea
Mitchell and Mike Barnicle of MSN-
BC’s Morning Joe in New York last
Thursday.

“Now the opportunity is there—and
I know this is something that the pres-
ident will be focused on—to broaden
that out with the Saudis,” the secretary

Brian Lurie
Broker,Vice-President
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Blurie2003@gmail.com
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CRYE-LEIKE,

REALTORS®

said. “The work that we’ve done on put-
ting in place the elements of that deal,
including what we and Saudi Arabia
would do together, what they would do
with Israel, all of that is now there.”

Blinken told the MSNBC hosts that
his “hope is we’ll move as far as we can,
but it won’t be complete, but we’ll be
able to hand it over, and then the next
administration can decide how it wants
to proceed.

“This would be an extraordinary suc-
cess over multiple administrations to ac-
tually change the region and the future
for its people,” he said.

The top U.S. diplomat also told the
MSNBC hosts that “President Trump
will want to get a good deal going for-
ward” in Ukraine. HW
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Q Memphis Candlelighting Time

Erev Shabbat, Fri. Dec. 27, 2024 / 26 Kislev, 5785...........cecrerrnrerereans 4:37 p.m.
Havdalah, Sat. Dec. 28, 2024 / 27 Kislev, 5785 .........cccouverererererenns 5:37 p.m.

Weekly Torah Portion: Mikeitz

Beginning Bridge Lessons with
Debbie Jackson

January 9 - February 13, Thurs-
days at 10 a.m.-12 p.m.

Beginning Bridge lessons taught
by Debbie Jackson. Learn to play the
world’s greatest game! This class will
teach you all the basics you need to start
playing bridge like a pro. Bring your
friends and learn to play this game. Call
the front desk at the MJCC at 901-761-
0810 to register. The new class number
is 11597. Cost is $72 for members and
$80 for non-members.

Official Real Estate Agent of The Memphis Tigers

Adult Classes Restarting at the MJCC!

Beginning Mah Jongg Lessons with
Melanie Mann

January 14 - February 11, Tuesdays
at 6-8 p.m.

Beginning Mah Jongg Lessons taught
by Melanie Mann. Melanie has been
teaching this class for quite a while at
the MJCC, as well as other places around
town. We filled up her last class so please
call in your reservations ASAP! Call the
front desk at the MJCC at 901-761-0810
to register. The new class number is
11595. Cost is $72 for members and $30
for non-members. Bring your friends
and learn a new game! HW

The Scribbler
On the Roof

By Ted Roberts

The best of
Ted's work —

a collection
of stories
designed to
make you
laugh and cry.

$10.95
AVAILABLE AT LULU.COM
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The MJCC Larisa and Ben Baer
Senior Adult Club Happenings

Lunch is Monday—Friday at 11:30 a.m. All programs start at 12:15 p.m.

Monthly Luncheon is at noon.

Monday, December 30

Special Program with Jeffrey Day,
Local Magician

Jeffrey will be putting on an incred-
ible Magic Show for just the Senior
Lunch Bunch! He put on his show in
July of this year and group has been
begging to have him back again! Jeffrey
Day, Magician Extraordinaire, demon-
strates what audiences saw from as long
as 150 years ago during “The Golden
Age of Magic” (1837 - 1901). Most
magicians have not seen or heard of the
illusions that you will see in Jeffrey’s
one-man show, “The Mesmerist.” The
Light-Heavy Chest, the Rings, “Spir-
itualism” (mind reading), the famous
“Zombie” levitation, and much more
will be performed in front of your very
eyes. Prepare to be MESMERIZED.

Wednesday, January 1

No Lunch served in the Senior
Lunch Room

The MJCC will be closed that day.
Have a Happy and Healthy New Year!
There will be the senior lunch the day
before and the day after, December 31
and January 2. Reservations are needed
on Monday the 30 for both!

Monday, January 6

Team Trivial Pursuit

This game will focus on General Triv-
ia from the 1950s and 60s. Join a team.
There are fun prizes for the winners and
even for those that don’t win.

Wednesday, January 8

Field Trip to Baron Hirsch Syna-
gogue for their Monthly Luncheon

We will leave the MJCC and go to
Baron Hirsch and bring the group back
to the MJCC following the Lunch. Bar-
on Hirsch also has entertainment from
Creative Aging and Bingo following the
entertainment.

Also pick up is available for those
who need it that live around the MJCC.
Call Steve Kaplan for more information
at 901-259-9220.

Please join us Monday through Friday
for a delicious kosher lunch from the
kitchens at Memphis Jewish Home &
Rehab. The cost is only $2 for seniors.
Reservations are required the day before
by 1 p.m. by contacting Steve Kaplan,
Adult Services Coordinator, at 901-
259-9220 or stevekaplan@jccmemphis.
org or by calling the front desk at 901-
761-0810. Steve works Monday thru
Thursday 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. HW
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Friends new and old enjoy a Baron Hirsch SoShuls Luncheon.
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Now that the year 2025 is around the
corner, come celebrate the new year at
the Baron Hirsch SoShuls Luncheon on
Wednesday, January 8 at 12 p.m. Let’s
celebrate the New Year with friends,
good music and great food. We’ll en-

From Downtown...to Midtown...to Germantown...

And beyond, | sell them all. From the oldest to the newest and everything
in-between. And | sell homes in Gated communities, Condominiums,
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joy plenty of food, conversation, musi-
cal entertainment and of course, Bingo
games to follow!

SoShuls Luncheons are for people
who are 64 years or older, and the cost
for the luncheon is $5 per person. Lun-
cheon participants do not have to be
members of Baron Hirsch Synagogue.
Just make a reservation and come enjoy
a delicious lunch, listen to live music,
and socialize with new and old friends.

We’ll have a tasty lunch, including
hamburgers and all the fixings, French
fries, cole slaw, baked beans and the de-
licious triple layer brownies for dessert.
Why not have a summer picnic in Jan-
uary? Fun and delicious! What a good
way to welcome the year 2025!

The Jeremy Shrader Duo will enter-
tain the luncheon participants, courtesy
of Creative Aging, a Memphis non-prof-
it agency that provides artistic talent and
opportunities for older adults. And after
lunch, be ready to play Bingo and shout
your winning game numbers.

Make your reservations for the
luncheon by Monday, January 6, 2025.
Just call the Baron Hirsch office at 901-
683-7485, or send an email to gwen@
baronhirsch.org. The SoShuls Luncheon
is sponsored by Elaine Miner.

We are looking forward to having you
join us, and please let us know if you
plan to bring a friend or two. It will be
great to be together to celebrate the New
Year. Happy 2025! HW
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Estate Planning

Dark Side of the Holidays:
Protecting Against
Grandparent Scams

By Benjamin 1. Wachtel, Esq. and David L. Mendelson, Esq.

Amid the celebrations and family
gatherings of the holiday season, the
specter of scams looms large, and per-
haps the most insidious among them is
the “grandparent scam.” This deceptive
tactic preys on the elderly, particular-
ly grandparents’ innate concern for the
well-being of their grandchildren and
seeks to exploit emotions and trust in
a manner that can lead to financial ca-
tastrophe.

Picture this unsettling scenario: a late-
night call from a distressed grandchild
who claims to be in dire straits, arrest-
ed or injured in a foreign land. The plea
is accompanied by a desperate request
for financial assistance, with a fervent
plea to keep the situation confidential
from the parents. Alternatively, imag-
ine receiving a call from a seemingly
authoritative figure—a lawyer, doctor,
or arresting officer—informing you of
your grandchild’s dire circumstances.
Through this type of scam, the grand-
parent, out of concern and love, may
hastily send funds to aid their seemingly
desperate grandchild, only to discover
later that they have fallen victim to a
heartless scam.

The grandparent scam, a menace that
has persisted for years, is on the rise and
is exacerbated by social media. Scam-
mers exploit social media platforms to
gather detailed information about the
grandparent and the grandchild and
leverages family profiles to identify
pressure points.

Unfortunately, the modern prevalence
of oversharing on public forums only
compounds the issue. Moreover, recent
advancements in artificial intelligence
technology enable scammers to mimic
voices convincingly, which adds a con-
fusing layer of sophistication to deceit.

So,how can one best shield themselves
or their elderly loved ones from falling
prey to such manipulative schemes?
First and foremost, one ought to culti-
vate a heightened awareness of unfamil-
iar calls, particularly during the holiday
season when scam attempts intensify. In
addition, one should exercise caution
when faced with requests for money, es-

™
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mendelsonfirm.com
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dm@mendelsonfirm.com

pecially in seemingly urgent situations.
Scammers often employ high-pressure
tactics, coercing victims into hasty fi-
nancial transactions through methods
such as money orders, gift cards, crypto
or cash apps. Resist succumbing to the
pressure, hang up, and promptly report
the incident to local law enforcement.
Subsequently, reach out directly to fam-
ily members to confirm their safety and
refuse to keep such calls a secret.

One can further fortify defenses on
social media platforms by revisiting and
reinforcing privacy settings by restrict-
ing access to personal information and
thus minimize the potential for scam-
mers to exploit such platforms. In the
event of a suspicious call, refrain from
volunteering information and force the
scammer to reveal specific details, such
as a grandchild’s name, address and date
of birth. Maintain composure, as scam-
mers seem to thrive on inducing panic to
compromise judgment.

To further arm yourself against scams,
stay informed about the latest tactics.
Resources such as those provided by the
Federal Communications Commission
(FCC), the Better Business Bureau, and
the American Association of Retired
Persons offer valuable insights and tools
for recognizing and reporting scams.
Familiarize yourself with the signs of a
potential scam and educate others, par-
ticularly older family members, about
the dangers of grandparent scams.

By staying informed, spreading
awareness, and utilizing available re-
sources, we can collectively stand
against scams and ensure a safer and
more secure environment for our elders
during the holiday season and beyond.
Stay safe and Chag Sameach! HW
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Three Years Since AIPAC Annual
Event, Jewish Professionals

e 4 -

Explore Conference Circuit
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Audience listens to speaker in event space. Credit: crystal710 via Pixabay.

By Anna Rahmanan

(JNS) — Three years after the Amer-
ican Israel Public Affairs Committee
nixed its annual policy conference,
which it held each spring in Washing-
ton, D.C., during the COVID pandem-
ic, Jewish professionals are still ex-
perimenting on the Jewish conference
circuit, trying to replace what was the
central place to see and be seen, net-
work and shop for clients.

Stan Steinreich, who founded and
runs an eponymous consultancy, told
JNS that he is having success at the
Jewish Federations of North America’s
General Assembly, which was held Nov.
10 to 12 in Washington.

“It has been an important place to
connect with Jewish community and Is-
raeli leaders from around the world,” he
said of the Federation event.

Many of the attendees at the Federa-
tion event this year “mourned the loss
of the AIPAC conference but considered
this event akin to that gathering in terms
of networking and learning, albeit not at
the same size and scale, yet,” Steinreich
said.

Attending the AIPAC annual event
was valuable for Steinreich, given the
“sheer magnitude” of the gathering.
“We had so many prospective clients
to sit down and talk with,” he told JNS.
“It was a worthwhile investment from a
business perspective.”

Steinreich told JNS that the Z3 annual
conference, a program of the Oshman
Family JCC in Palo Alto, Calif., and the
annual Jewish National Fund and An-
ti-Defamation League events are also
good places for Jewish professionals.

“What made the Federation’s General
Assembly different was it being in D.C.
and having the feel and environment
of the old AIPAC conference,” he said.
(JNS sought comment from AIPAC.)

Shoshana Bryen, senior director of
the Jewish Policy Center, attended
many conferences before the pandemic
and was a speaker at AIPAC’s last major
event.

“People have changed,” Bryen told
JNS. “We used to do a lot of smaller,
in-person meetings and lunches—50 or
so people—but now we do webinars.
We get far more people that way — 100-
175 every week, and it costs much less.”

The Jewish Policy Center does most
of its programming on Capitol Hill on-
line, “and people seem to like it better,”
Bryen said.

Although online events are more use-
ful and cost-effective, “there are strong
benefits to having people talk in per-
son,” she told JNS. “The exchange of
ideas and information is often better. I

just don’t think it is viable right now.”

Rebecca Leigh, an educator and edi-
tor, found past AIPAC conferences to be
“good at gathering everyone across the
political aisle.” Leigh, who told INS that
she is “someone who deeply appreciates
the intersection of progressive activism
and Jewishness,” attended the national J
Street conference this year, hoping “to
hear how this conference tackled issues
that matter to Israel and the U.S.-Israeli
relationship while inspiring discussion
among like-minded folks.”

She liked the “thoughtful, productive
dialogue” but told JNS that, at times,
she found the “overly political focus”
at J Street served to “subvert the broad-
er Jewish cultural or spiritual themes”
about which many attendees are curious.

“J Street is ideologically closed off,
which tends to keep the conversation
thin,” she told JNS.

‘Strength in the collective’

In recent years, AIPAC has been host-
ing smaller gatherings—including for
top donors—that pale in comparison to
the annual event, which used to feature
up to 18,000 attendees.

Brandon Fish, director of commu-
nity relations at the Charleston Jewish
Federation, attended the Federation
gathering in Washington in November,
which he told JNS was “one of the most
well-attended in recent history.”

“I think the reason is that after Oct.
7, Jews are feeling more alienated in re-
sponse to discord with what is happening
in Israel and the overall antisemitism,”
he said. “These conferences are a chance
to be together and find strength in the
collective, to remember that we are part
of a national and international group of
people that are well organized and doing
good work in the community.”

Since the pandemic, some regular
Jewish conferences have disappeared
“because people got used to interacting
virtually,” Fish said.

Shira Hutt, executive vice president
of the umbrella Federation group, told
JNS that attendance at the recent Gener-
al Assembly was the highest in the past
seven years. She said this reflects “the
moment we are in, not just in terms of
Israel but the ripple effects.

“My sense is many of the people that
attended the AIPAC policy conference
are also connected to other organiza-
tions like ours, and they have continued
to attend those conferences,” she said.
She wasn’t sure if the Federation feels
“a bigger sense of responsibility” since
AIPAC stopped holding its major event,
she said, “but we do consider it a major
thing.” HW
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Join our strong, proud, and diverse
Memphis Jewish community

As we celebrate our
special Chabad milestone

Gathering as one united nation
with pride in our heritage

Building a vibrant and triumphant
future together.

Am Yisrael Chai!

We look forward to greeting you personally,

Rabbi Levi & Rivky Klein

VENUE & ENTERTAINMENT

THE HALLORAN
CENTRE

Lt Cphon

SCAN TO SEE

PERFORMANCE ShUlem Lemmer

Famed singer and cantor whose voice uplifts
souls—the first Hasidic artist to sign with the
major record label Universal Music Group.

“His music is able to reach across cultural divides and
touch people of diverse faiths and backgrounds”

TABLET MAGAZINE
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and more...

Toni Nieman
901.674.6740

STOP

all of the

MEDICARE

calls

B Get FREE advice from a local independent specialist

B Learn the difference in a supplement and an advantage plan

B EVERYONE should have an annual review of their health coverage

MEDICARE SPECIALIST
STEVE BAER

901.237.4207
stevenfbaer@gmail.com

As always...
Your long term care, life and annuity specialist

Serving our community for decades with a broad range of
Personal and Business Legal Services including Real Estate,
Business Transactions, Wills, Trusts and Estate Planning and
Litigation in State and Federal Courts.

Attorneys Senior Counsel

Of Counsel

HARKAVY
SHAINBERG
KAPLAN pLc

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

901.761.1263
6060 Poplar Ave STE 140, Memphis, TN 38119
www.harkavyshainberg.com

_).1._-_., s s SarThs

THE EMBASSY APARTMENTS

A DATTEL REALTY PROPERTY

“Luxury and Location”

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
901-685-8020

505 South Perkins Rd. | 1BR | 2BR | Penthouses
In the Heart of East Memphis | Utilities Included
See our floorplans
@ embassyaptsmemphis.com

h Federation
‘Scholarships

: ¥ Rsb*

2025 Camp Scholarship Applications Now Online!

jcpmemphis.org/what-we-do/scholarships

Camp scholarships are available to students in grades 4-12 who
will be attending Jewish overnight camps under Jewish auspices.

For more information contact Carolyn Pruitt at
cpruitt@jcpmemphis.org or 901-767-7100.

&I MEMPHIS JEWISH FEDERATION

Managed by Jewish Community Partners

2N

RICK BAER REALTY

2O ARREALTOR

RICK BAER OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

EXCEPTIONAL
SERVICE!

Rick was extremely helpful when
' looking at homes and had so many
ideas and suggestions when seeing
the homes. Rick responded to emails
| ata very timely manner and was
always available to answer questions
and get papers sent out immediately.
Rick was fantastic to work with and
was able to get my contract signed,
inspection, work done and house
.. closed within a month! Wow! Thank
; you Rick for all you did to help me
with the home buying process!

=0

FFER R

2N

RICK BAER REALTY
o 495.2217

Blair B

Ready to make your real estate dreams come true?
Contact Rick Baer Realty today.
(901) 495-2217 www.RickBaerRealty.com
Rickerickbaerrealty.com

1028 Cresthaven Rd Suite 206, Memphis, TN 38119
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We want to take this opportunity N Hope Preparing for Life's Final Journey
'l'O WiSh Hospice & Palliative Care

the Memphis Jewish community

A Happy Chanukah

with Compassion and Care

1125 Schilling Blvd. East, Suite 101
e [ Collierville, TN 38017
o 2 Josh Goldin, LMSW office: 901-560-3600

/\\ The Board of Direci'ors, Agm = www.hospiceofthopetn.com
4\

< @ Residents and Staff
%\\/ of @ Dr. Matthew Breit

PLOUGH TOWERS plough Towers Dr. JOhn C. Swearingen

Thank you for your support! . \’\ :
Yy Yy Pp o ,QIH.M« _@%’_ FI

ORAL SURGERY i i

Ha E . . E . -
@ scan mE @ scan mE
780 Ridge Lake Blvd - Suite 101+ Memphis, TN+ 38120
P [901-682-8431] F [901-682-2345]
www.bluffcityoralsurgery.Com  rracice miceato orats watoraca surgery

furs & Fine Jewelry

NS/nce 1947

o Michael Blen DDS -- Lydia Watson DDS
LAURELWOOD SHOPPING CENTER Pediatric entistr
4568 Poplar Avenue Memphis 38117 901.767.5464 y

6363 Poplar Ave, Suite 110 -- Memphis, TN 38119
901-415-2536 -- www.drblen.com
| 4 | 4 lF
“Wishing |
you all a

Jlappy %Wmﬁ

GChanukah CELERBRATION

OUTDOOR KINDLING OF A GIANT FLOWER MENORAH

RIT

BLUFF CITY

FENCE CO.

THEY TRIED TO BURY US, THEY DIDN'T KNOW
WE'RE SEEDS AND WE'D FLOURISH AND GROW

; # &
_ -
. \ ¥ o * RN
Y Aol S k ~
b3 % 5 2 ” s
o - Y
)

Wishing you and

your loved ones

Happy
Chanukah!

Special Program for Israel

Sunday, December .28 o —
7h e /,‘ o The Michael Clayton
2 9 ‘ Magic Show

4:00PM Hot Latkes, Delicious

Donuts, Hot Apple Cider,
Chabad Center for Jewish Life Music, Gelt, Dreidels and

2570 e
Kirby Parkway A o Fun for the Whole Family
2700 Union Avenue Extended

CANAL n Memphis, TN 38112
FUNERAL BIRECTORS 901-452-6400 « info@canalefuneraldirectors.com

Free of charge

Since 1843, n family matters most,

For more information: Call Chabad @ 901-754-0404 @ www.JewishMemphis.com
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Can You Put the Brakes on Rising Auto Insurance Premiums?

Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director - Investments, Wells Fargo Advisors
Questions for Mike? You can reach him at 901.761.8151 or Michael.Stein@WellsF argoAdvisors.com * fa.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael-stein

When your auto insurance policy re-
news, chances are that your premium
will be going up, possibly by a lot. Rates
vary by state and location, but nation-
wide, premiums increased more than
18% between July 2023 and July 2024.!

Higher vehicle prices and repair costs
(including parts and labor), more acci-
dents, a rising number of fraud cases and
lawsuits, and severe weather events have
affected the bottom line of insurers, lead-
ing to across-the-board rate hikes. That’s
not good news for your wallet, but there
are still steps you can take to help make
your premiums more affordable.

Review your coverage. A good time
to review your auto policy is before it
renews, but you can make coverage
changes or shop for new insurance at
any point. Auto insurance rates vary
greatly from company to company, so
shop around. While price is important,
you’ll also want to select a financially
sound company that offers great cus-
tomer service. If you’re happy with

Annual Concert to Protect Our Aquifer Fights the Power with Folk Music

L

.

your current insurer, call the company
or your agent to explore additional ways
to save money.

Try to avoid downgrading to the min-
imum coverage required by your state.
That could leave you financially vulner-
able if you have an accident. If your ve-
hicle is leased or financed, you’ll likely
be required to maintain a certain level
of insurance.

Look into discounts. These vary by
state and insurer but may include dis-
counts for low annual mileage, insuring
multiple vehicles or bundling policies
with the same company, installing an-
ti-theft or other safety devices, complet-
ing driver training courses, and having
a safe driving record. Some insurers
offer discounts for participating in a
usage-based (telematics) program that
uses driving statistics uploaded from
an app or tracking device to adjust rates
based on driving habits.

Raise your deductible. You may be
able to save money by choosing the

Headliners Shakura S’Aida, Tim Easton, Steve Forbert and Tom Rush (from
left) shared the stage, trading the spotlight every few songs then sitting

back to enjoy one another’s songs.

WELLS

FARGO Advisors

Changing jobs, switching
employers, or retiring?

Don't leave your 401(k) or 403(b) unattended

Mike Stein

Managing Director — Investments

6075 Poplar Ave
Memphis, TN 38119
Direct: (901) 761-8151

michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com

Wells Fargo Advisors does not provide tax or legal advice.

Investment and Insurance Products:

NOT FDIC Insured

NO Bank Guarantee | MAY Lose Value

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing
Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank
affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. © 2020 Wells Fargo Clearing Services,
LLC. All rights reserved. CAR-0720-04236

highest deductible you can afford. Your
deductible is the dollar amount you
agree to pay out of pocket if you have
an accident that is your fault. Accord-
ing to the Insurance Information Insti-
tute, raising your deductible from $200
to $500 could save you 15% to 30% on
collision and comprehensive coverages,
while raising it to $1,000 could save you
40% or more .

Get quotes when car shopping. Be-
fore deciding on a vehicle, find out how
much it will cost to insure — certain
makes and models will be more expen-
sive. For example, premiums for elec-
tric vehicles may be substantially more
than for gas-powered vehicles, in part
because repair costs are higher. The ve-
hicle’s value, age, safety record and fea-
tures, and where it will be located may
also affect your premium.

1) U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics,
2024

2) Insurance Information Institute,
2024

This information is not intended as
tax, legal, investment, or retirement
advice or recommendations, and it
may not be relied on for the purpose of
avoiding any federal tax penalties. You
are encouraged to seek guidance from
an independent tax or legal profession-
al. The content is derived from sources
believed to be accurate. Neither the in-
formation presented nor any opinion ex-
pressed constitutes a solicitation for the
purchase or sale of any security. This
material was written and prepared by
Broadridge Advisor Solutions. © 2024
Broadridge Financial Solutions, Inc.

Investment and Insurance Products are:
Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Feder-
al Government Agency

Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of,
or Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any
Bank Affiliate

Subject to Investment Risks, Including
Possible Loss of the Principal Amount
Invested. HW

PROTECT
"AQUIFER

Chicago-based singer/songwriter and violinist Anne Harris performs
alongside local powerhouse Marcella Simien at the Concert to Protect
our Aquifer, the most recent entry in Barbara and Bruce Newman's long
running annual Acoustic Sunday Live series.

Two venerated veterans of folk music share the stage. Steve Forbert
performs a number while Tom Rush looks on.

By Matt Timberlake ~ Photo Credit: Laura Jean Hocking

On a rain-soaked night in Coo-
per-Young, a crowd of 350 commu-
nity activists and folk music fans, two
groups with considerable cross-over,
gathered at First Congregational Church
to honor an age-old tradition — pushing
back against social injustice with music.

“My wife, Barbara, and I have been
doing the annual Acoustic Sunday Live
concert series for three decades. The
last six or seven years have been done to
benefit Protect Our Aquifer,” said Bruce
Newman, whose law firm represents a
large roster of musicians, many of them
rooted in the folk/Americana world. He
also hosts Bruce’s Folk Song Fiesta on
community radio station WEVL. Clear-
ly, he understands the artform’s poten-

tial as an agent for meaningful change.

“When it comes to our city’s water
supply, the concerns are ongoing. We
have Ford’s Blue Oval project, and right
now the conversation is all about AI and
Elon Musk,” said Bruce. “A lot of indus-
tries seem to be following that trend, with
growing companies constantly needing
to pump more and more water and punc-
turing the aquifer. We want industry in
Memphis, but we want them to be care-
ful with our famously wonderful water. I
think folk music has a role to play.”

By ‘we,” he means local nonprofit
Protect Our Aquifer, which was found-
ed in 2016 to protect the Memphis Sand
Aquifer, a vital regional resource that

(See Concert Page 9)
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Concert...
(Continued From Page 8)

Canadian Blues singer Shakura S’Aida snaps a selfie during a duet with
Memphis’ own Marcella Simien, flanked by their guitar players.

supplies all of west Tennessee, north-
ern Mississippi, and parts of eastern
Arkansas with what’s often regarded as
the best drinking water in the country.
Memphis is the largest metro area in the
U.S. that relies solely on groundwater to
meet residential, industrial and agricul-
tural needs.

“Music itself is almost like the water
issue,” said Bruce. “People like a song
because whether they vote left or they
vote right, good music is good music.
Liking music is non-political and so is
loving the water Memphians get from
the aquifer. The water benefits all of us.”

This year’s concert was co-headlined

Leading Memphis Law
Firms to Merge

On January 1, 2025, two of Mem-
phis’ leading law firms will become
one. Harkavy Shainberg Kaplan PLC
and Williams McDaniel, PLLC, will
merge, forming one of the city’s premier
full-service law firms.

The combined firm will be known
as Harkavy McDaniel Kaplan & Sa-
lomon P.C., a move that positions the
new firm to boost its legal practice, es-
pecially in the areas of estate planning
and probate, real estate and litigation.

“This merger is a good fit for both law
firms since there are many similarities in
the nature of the work that we do,” said
Michael D. Kaplan, Member of Harka-
vy Shainberg. “Merging the firms is
based on a sound business strategy that
will produce even greater client value.”

The new firm of Harkavy McDaniel
will have 14 attorneys with a 10-mem-
ber support staff. Williams McDaniel
will move its offices from 717 South
White Station Road into Harkavy Shain-
berg’s offices at 6060 Poplar Avenue in
the heart of the East Memphis business
district.

“The quality of the Harkavy Shain-
berg lawyers, their practice areas and
clients make this merger a super match

for us,” said Stephen McDaniel, Partner
at Williams McDaniel. “We found in
Harkavy Shainberg a firm with strong
client relationships and the same pas-
sion and commitment for helping clients
succeed. It will be a great move, not just
for the firm but for our clients as well.”

Following the merger, Jason M. Gold-
stein will become Harkavy McDaniel’s
President and Manager.

Harkavy Shainberg Kaplan PLC is a
full-service law firm founded in 1963
that has developed a diverse client
base, including individuals and family
groups, sole proprietorships, financial
institutions, large and small public and
private corporations, partnerships, joint
ventures and limited liability compa-
nies. The firm’s clients include various
business sectors such as banking, man-
ufacturing, real estate lending, distri-
bution services, health care, real estate
development, real estate management,
construction, communications, whole-
sale and retail businesses.

Williams McDaniel, PLLC founded
nearly 60 years ago, is a boutique law
firm that specializes in estate planning,
trust and estate litigation, and trust and
estate administration. HW

by 60s folk scene pioneer Tom Rush, Me-
ridian, Mississippi-raised Steve Forbert,
Canadian Blues chanteuse Shakura
S’Aida, and Nashville-based multi-in-
strumentalist and singer/songwriter Tim
Easton, who took the stage together,
swapping songs and exchanging banter.
Chicagoan Anne Harris, a virtuosic vio-
linist and songwriter, and local treasure
Marcella Simien opened the show.

“Water is one of the Earth’s most
treasured resources, right up there with
breath,” said Marcella. “I love what
Bruce and Barbara have been able to
do to bring the community together
around this cause. Music has a way of
providing this extra layer of strength or
fearlessness. It makes you feel embold-
ened, empowered, courageous, inspired.
Songs are such an incredible way to
connect with each other and communi-
cate important ideas.”

The audience was clearly invested in
both the music and the cause. Filling the
main sanctuary of First Congo, every
seat was occupied, with many standing
behind the last row, singing along and
calling back to presenter and performer
remarks about the aquifer with rowdy
hoots and cheers.

“Music has always been a powerful
tool for rallying people around import-
ant issues, and folk music in particular
has played an outsized role in social
change,” said attendee Ken Steinberg, a
major supporter of Memphis’ live music
culture, and with his wife, Jill, a spon-

Tim Easton captivated the crowd
of 350, creating a lot of sound
for one performer. His vocals,
harmonica, and even whistled
melodies danced atop his unique
and intricate guitar playing.

sor of the concert. “The exceptional wa-
ter that we get from the Sands Aquifer
is something that could benefit every
single Memphian for generations if we
are able to safeguard it. The Concert to
Protect our Aquifer is an important part
of getting that message out to people.
Lucky for us, Bruce and Barbara are
also able to pack the line-up with in-
credible talent year after year.”

Reflecting on another successful year
of using music to fight the good fight,
Bruce evoked the concept of Tikkun
Olam.

“We believe everybody should leave
the world a better place,” he said. “I
have grandchildren now, and I worry
about whether they’re going to have
clean water. This is an issue that impacts
all of us in this community, and folk mu-
sic is an excellent method for gathering
people around the idea that we all ben-
efit from the water in our aquifer.” HW

Have a Simcha?
share with The Hebrew Watchman readers

901.763.2215 » info@hebrewwatchman.com

Wishing all of our customers a

Happy Hanukkah!

\ | Working longer hours trying to keep up?
\ Come home to a clean house!

= |
CALL THE BEST!

\WE HAVE SEVERAL OPENINGS

/ / — SERVING—
£/ EAST MEMPHIS, GERMANTOWN
AND COLLIERVILLE

35+ Years Serving Your Community
1 Many References Available

\ (901) 494-8598
LISA’S CLEANING SERVICE

SERVICES AVAILABLE

e Driver—courteous and reliable person to take
you anywhere you need to go in Memphis and sur-
rounding areas: Dr’s appointments, Shopping, Er-
rands, Airport. Available weekdays and weekends.

* House Sitting and Dog Sitting—
Responsible adult available to stay with your dogs
while you are away. | love dogs!

Contact Rick Danzig: 901-337-6009

Wishing you and your
families a
HAPPY CHANUKAH

LUMBER COMPANY

SINCE 1920
Windows, Doors, Millwork and More...

CELEBRATING MORE
THAN 100 YEARS

1253 S. Bellevue * 942-3201 - www.gateslumber.com
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Embark on a Transformatlve Israel Trip with Chabad of Memphis

Part of the Memphis Group in front of the Tomb of the Patrlarchs in
Hebron on the last Chabad Israel trip in 2023.

Rabbi Levi and Rivky Klein of
Chabad of Memphis, in partnership
with JLI (the Jewish Learning Institute),
are excited to announce a unique oppor-
tunity to participate in a life changing
Israel experience. They will be leading

LLOW US ON INSTAGRAM

BCOREY_THE_ROCKNROLL
519 MALBORO RD, %5

MEMpiTs, TH IR0
3 BED 1 BATH
§190,000

)

REALTOR §

Y[OR S IN RGW/RIVR[ITY LAND COMPANY
CALL (F02)268-5677 0R (I01)156-0804
ALL THINGS RESTDENTIAL REAL ESTATE

another amazing Israel trip from March
17 to March 24, 2025. This exclusive
eight-day experience fosters unity and
connection, leaving a lasting impact on
participants’ hearts, minds, and souls.
Past participants have shared that this

Y10 SEA TSLE R,
MEMPHIS, TN 3411)
3 BED ) BATH
336,000

was the best travel experience of their
life, JLI did an amazing job of putting
together a trip that newcomers and re-
peat visitors alike could experience Isra-
el in an uplifting, amazing, and fun way.

“It is an opportunity to rediscover Is-
rael in a new light while showing sol-
idarity with the people of Israel,” said
Rabbi Levi Klein.

Participants will be visiting soldiers
on the front lines, former hostages and
communities affected by the war. They
will connect with key figures includ-
ing chief rabbis, military leaders and
prominent political figures, gaining an
insider’s perspective on modern-day
Israel, including its challenges and tri-
umphs. They will get to walk along
Israel’s ancient cobblestone streets and
step into the heart of history, exploring
the land where our ancestors once lived,
and imagine life as it was in their time,
surrounded by the places and views that
shaped their world.

In addition to many touring and vol-
unteer opportunities, participants will
also enjoy a seamless premium journey
from the minute they arrive in Israel
with dedicated concierge service and
experience the utmost in comfort with

first-class accommodations at luxurious
hotels.

“You’ll get to indulge in five-star
gourmet cuisine, and engage in the fin-
est educational and entertainment offer-
ings that Israel has to offer and experi-
ence firsthand the incredible variety of
foods Israel has to offer,” said Rivky
Klein, co-director of Chabad.

From fine aged wines and fresh falafel
to unique Israeli sweet treats, the options
are endless, and participants will get to
taste an array of unique flavors that set
Israel’s cuisine apart.

Reserve your spot today for a trans-
formative journey of unity and shared
responsibility.

The Land and Spirit Israel trip is truly
an experience of a lifetime. To secure
your spot, you’re encouraged to make
an online reservation as soon as possi-
ble.

For more details or to register, please
visit: www.LandandSpirit.org and use
code JewishMemphis25 to join the
Memphis group.

If you have any additional questions
or would like to attend an informational
meeting about the trip, call Rabbi Levi
Klein at 901-754-0404. HW

Which Oil Burns Brightest? A
Hands-On Chanukah Adventure
with Memphis Kollel!

Preparing to make olive oil.

Olive? Avocado? Canola? Soybean?
Sesame? Butter? Which of these fuels
produces the clearest, brightest flame?
If you don’t know, just ask any of the
30 enthusiastic children who joined the
Memphis Kollel’s Sundays with Torah-
Live program this past weekend!

As part of this engaging educational
series, Rabbi Yaakov Gelb led an un-
forgettable morning that got everyone
ready for Chanukah. The event was

Comfort Keepers of the Mid-South, 5668 S Rex Rd #200, Memphis, Tennessee 38119

© 2022 CK Franchising, Inc. An international network where most offices are independently owned and operated.

Watch Them Thrive with In-Home Care

The specially trained caregivers at Comfort Keepers pro-
vide meaningful, in-home care so seniors can live inde-
pendently. From providing companionship to caring for
those with dementia, we're here to help your loved one
thrive and give you peace of mind.

901-207-8209
Home + Life + Care | ComfortKeepers.com

@

Comfort
Keepers.

Elevating the
Human Spirit

In-Home
Care Services

« Personal care

- Companionship and
housekeeping

+ Dementia and
Alzheimer's care

- Respite care

- Safety solutions

a‘JllM. A gt e AR
Comparing the dlfferent flames.

packed with hands-on activities, includ-
ing experimenting with different fuels,
crushing real olives with mortars and
pestles, and sending every child home
with a vial of authentic olive oil —craft-
ed from the very olives they had helped
crush. Along the way, Rabbi Gelb wove
together fascinating lessons and critical
halachot (laws) of Chanukah, making
the mitzvot come alive.

“It was truly an epic morning of
hands-on learning,” shared Rabbi Yosef
Braha, director of the Memphis Kollel.
“Watching the children’s faces light up
with excitement as they learned through
doing was priceless. There’s no better
way to make Torah knowledge stick than
through immersive, interactive experi-
ences. These lessons will last a lifetime.”

This program is part of the Memphis
Kollel’s ongoing Sundays with Torah-
Live series, held approximately every
three weeks. These events combine the
highly acclaimed TorahLive videos with
creative, hands-on materials to foster a
fun and interactive environment, ensur-
ing the lessons take root in the minds
and hearts of children who attend.

Interested in learning more about
these programs or other Memphis Kol-
lel Youth Programming? Reach out
to Rabbi Yosef Braha at rabbibraha@
memphiskollel.org and join the move-
ment of bringing Torah to life! HW

MOVING?
PLEASE LET US KNOW
BEFORE YOU GO!

901.763.2215

info@hebrewwatchman.com
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Muriel Forman Turner

It is with heavy hearts that we an-
nounce the passing of Muriel Forman
Turner on December 13, 2024, at the
age of 100 years, 8 months.

Muriel was born on March 9, 1924,
in Brooklyn, New York. She married
her childhood love, Dr. Robert Forman
in 1945, and they moved to Clarksdale,
Mississippi, in 1954 where they raised
their three children, Michael, Evie and
Andy. They moved to Memphis, Ten-
nessee, in 1975.

Muriel was remarried to Arnold Turn-
er in 1984. She remained in Memphis
until her passing.

Throughout her life, she enjoyed
cooking, traveling, knitting, and had a
love for classical music. She was active
in the local PTA in Clarksdale and later
was involved with the choir at Temple
Israel as well as the Sisterhood and their
many projects.

Muriel had wonderful friends
throughout her life that she treasured
deeply, but most of all, it was her family
that was her whole world.

She was preceded in death by Dr.
Robert Forman, Arnold Turner, and
Andy Forman.

She is survived by Michael Forman
(Shirley), Evie Greenberg (Alvin),
grandchildren Scott Forman, Phil-
ip Forman (Kristi), Elyse Greenberg
and Robert Greenberg (Eve) as well as
great-grandchildren Mathew and Mi-
chael Forman and extended family, Re-
nee Warren and her son, Michael.

The family kindly requests that any
donations be made to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital in her memory. HW

Houthis
Shouldn’t Be
Surprised by
Israeli Response,
Pentagon Says

“As for any potential
future operations,

I'd refer you to

Israel,” a U.S. Defense
Department spokesman
told reporters.

(JNS) - Given that Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu warned
the Houthis that they will pay a heavy
price, a reporter asked the Pentagon if it
assesses that Israel might target the Ye-
men-based group next, after Hezbollah
and Hamas.

“I won’t speak for Israel in terms of
its operations. They certainly have a
right to defend themselves, and as you
know, the Houthis have launched mis-
siles and drones toward Israel,” Maj.
Gen. Pat Ryder, the U.S. Defense De-
partment press secretary, told a reporter
at the Pentagon’s Dec. 19 press briefing.

“The Houthis should not be surprised
if Israel exercises its inherent right of
self-defense,” Ryder said. “But as for
any potential future operations, I’d refer
you to Israel.”

A reporter asked if the Biden admin-
istration believes that Israel’s attacks on
Hezbollah terrorists in Lebanon “might
put the agreement at risk.”

Ryder said that Washington continues
to assess that the ceasefire agreement
holds.

“We believe in everyone’s interest to
ensure that that ceasefire continues,”
he said. “We’ll continue to consult
closely with partners in the region, to
include Israel and Lebanon, toward
that end.” HW

Thank you for your promise...
now we need your payment

Together, we are building and sustaining a vibrant Jewish
community. Your pledge payment helps us continue this
vital work now, and for generations to come.

Pay your pledge by:
e scanning the QR code
e check
e Venmo (@jcpmemphis)
« calling 901-767-7100

TOGETHER WE ARE

MEMPHIS 7\
Y/
FEDERATION

Managed by Jewish Community Partners e

@ MutuarOmana

MORTGAGE

Ready to Buy
Your Dream Home
or Refinance?

Flexible Loan Options:

With over 20 years in mortgage lending,

Scott Sorin has the know-how to make + Conventional Financing
it happen! Whether you're eyeing a new + Jumbo

home, refinancing, need a unique jumbo « FHA/VA

loan or portfolio lending, Scott is here to *+  Portfolio

explore every financing path with you. * Reverse and more!

Scott Sorin

NMLS: 40975

Regional VP | Business Dev.
Mobile: (901) 378-2244
ssorin@mutualmortgage.com

Let's connect today!
I'm ready to help achieve
your homeownership goals.
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May every candle bring light and peace to your home
and across the Jewish world. Happy Hanukkah.

ﬁ)\\ JEWISH FOUNDATION OF MEMPHIS
Y MEMPHIS JEWISH FEDERATION

901.767.7100 JEWISH COMMUNITY PARTNERS jcpmemphis.org




