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Torah Campaign and Tribute Honoring the Legacy of 
HaRav Nota (Nathan) Greenblatt

Seniors and Preschoolers Play BINGO Together at the MJCC

IF YOU ARE READING THIS 
& HAVE NOT PAID YOUR 
2024-25 SUBSCRITPION, 
NOW IS THE TIME!
HEBREWWATCHMAN.COM

A weeks-long tribute to the life and 
legacy of Rabbi Nathan Greenblatt – 
Rav Nota, of blessed memory – will cul-
minate in Memphis on December 3 at 
Margolin Hebrew Academy, the school 
he founded and cherished.

The tribute to Rav Nota began on 
November 20 with a heartfelt memori-
al event in New York hosted by his son, 
Rabbi David, and his wife, Debbie. At 
this dinner, which marked the launch of 
the Rav Nota Sefer Torah Campaign, 
guests were invited to inscribe letters in 
a Torah scroll dedicated in Rabbi Green-
blatt’s memory. This Torah will soon 
make its way to Memphis, where it will 
reside in the Hebrew Academy’s Cooper 
Beit Midrash.

“The Sefer Torah, whose home will 
be at the MHA, is a tangible symbol of 
the most important ideals of Rav Nota’s 
life – Torah-based values and educa-
tion for the next generation. We hope 

Rabbi Nathan Greenblatt, z”l

that this Torah will ensure the ongoing 
growth and vitality of Torah learning at 
Margolin Hebrew Academy,” says Jon-
athan Wogan, co-chair of the campaign.

To welcome the Torah to its new 
home, a Hachnassat Sefer Torah – a 
joyous parade celebration with music 
and dancing – is planned for December 
3 at the school.

“This Sefer Torah symbolizes the 
teachings that emanated from Memphis 
and spread across the Jewish world, 
thanks to Rav Nota,” says Rabbi Yosef 
Braha, director of operations and Rosh 
Kollel of The Memphis Kollel and a 
campaign co-chair. “It will stand as a 
lasting tribute to Rav Nota’s lifetime 
dedication to Torah.”

Rabbi Greenblatt arrived in Memphis 
in 1948 to teach in the Talmud Torah at 
Baron Hirsch. At 23, he was already a 
distinguished student of Rabbi Moshe 
Feinstein and other renowned rabbis, 
recognized as part of New York’s To-
rah intellectual elite. Yet Rav Nota felt 
a calling to serve the broader Jewish 
community.

Within eight months of his arrival, 
Rabbi Greenblatt opened his fledgling 
school, the Memphis Hebrew Academy, 
with 37 students. Each student was per-
sonally recruited by Rabbi Greenblatt 
to attend the day school, a novelty at 
the time. Despite opposition and many 
hurdles, Rabbi Greenblatt persevered, 
teaching classes himself and traveling 
all over to raise money. And the school 

flourished.
In an interview several years prior to 

his passing, Rabbi Greenblatt shared the 
message that fueled his mission. It came 
from his mentor, Rabbi Dovid Leibow-
itz, founder of Rabbinical Seminary of 
America.

“He always told me, ‘Nota, if you 
know where you’re going and you are 
sincere, there’s no way in the world 
you’re going to fail. It’s impossible.’ 
That’s a very strong statement. But you 
know, he was right. I saw it with my 
own life.”

Rav Nota at Margolin Hebrew Academy in 1949.

Wednesday, November 20 was a very 
special day for participating seniors at 
the MJCC Larisa and Ben Baer Senior 
Adult Club Daily Luncheon.

They were joined by 19 children from 
the MJCC Early Childhood Center.

The group – kids and adults – played 
BINGO together. The grown-ups helped 
the kids and sometimes the kids helped 
the grown-ups.

It was a lot of fun for all!
One of the special times was watch-

ing 100-year-old Otto interacting and 
helping the kids with their BINGO 
cards. 

It was without a doubt one of the most 
laughter-filled lunch days of the year.

The kids seemed to have as much fun 

as the adults. A very competitive group 
overall.

Prizes were handed out to the winners 
and others as well. For those that missed 
it, keep an eye out, because this activity 
will surely be repeated. HW

Rav Nota’s influence was not limited 
to Memphis. Over the course of his life, 
he became a highly respected halachic 
authority sought out across the Unit-
ed States and beyond. His unparalleled 
connection to Rabbi Feinstein shaped 
his approach and solidified his role as a 
leading authority in Jewish law.

Rabbi Greenblatt traveled extensive-
ly, offering guidance to Jewish commu-
nities from coast to coast, even in dis-
tant countries. Despite his prominence, 

(See Greenblatt Page 2)
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Lyla Cenker, daughter of Dovid Cen-
ker and Shoshana Cenker, is grateful to 
celebrate her bat mitzvah Thanksgiv-
ing weekend, November 30, at Baron 
Hirsch Congregation. Friends and fam-
ily, including her older twin brothers, 
Aiden and Kivi, will lead Shacharis and 
Mussaf, and lein Parshas Toldos plus 
the HafTorah. Lyla will share a D’var 
Torah about her parsha after services.

Lyla has been studying Parshas Tol-
dos with two of her aunts, Devorah Katz 
and Sarah Malka Berkowitz, as well as 
with Rabbi Ian Lichter and Rabbi Joel 

Finkelstein.
A 6th grader at the Margolin Hebrew 

Academy, Lyla loves summer camp at 
Ramah Darom, near Atlanta. A natural 
performer, she enjoys singing, danc-
ing, acting, and all things fashion. She’s 
also super sporty, playing basketball at 
MHA. A caregiver at heart, Lyla dotes 
on her furry friends: pups, Memphis and 
Piper, and cat, Felix.

Lyla has two thoughtful chessed proj-
ects. She’s been collecting items for the 
Humane Society of Memphis and Shel-
by County, which she’ll donate the week 
of Thanksgiving. She’s also encourag-
ing donations to the Israeli nonprofit 
Pantry Packers, which distributes boxes 
of food to 34,000+ food insecure peo-
ple throughout the country. The Cenkers 
volunteered there on our Israel trip this 
past summer.

The family has received tremendous 
support and love from the Memphis 
community and is so thankful to every-
one who helped prepare for their special 
weekend. They’re thrilled to have many 
out-of-town family and friends join in as 
well.

Lyla is the granddaughter of Michael 
and Betsy Cenker of Atlanta, Dr. Butch 
and Pat Yaffe of Memphis, and Dina 
Romeo and Steve Romeo (OBM) of 
Memphis.

Mazel Tov! HW

Bat Mitzvah

Lyla Cenker

he remained accessible, ready to answer 
questions or give advice, whether the 
person asking was a great rabbi or an 
ordinary Jew in need of direction. His 
halachic contributions, particularly in 
areas related to conversion, kashruth, 
and family purity, continue to shape 
Jewish law and practice today.

“Given Rav Nota’s lifelong commit-
ment to guiding and teaching our gener-
ation, we chose to inscribe on the Torah 
covering a passage from Deuteronomy 
[32:7] that highlights this idea: ‘Ask your 
father and he will teach you, the elders 
of your generation and they will instruct 
you,’” says Jon Wogan. “Rav Nota was 
certainly faithful to this directive.”

Though Rabbi Greenblatt’s name 
became synonymous with Torah 
greatness, his personal demeanor was 
marked by extreme humility. He never 
sought recognition or honor for himself, 
yet his quiet leadership earned him deep 
respect across all strata of Jewish life. 
Whether he was guiding a local family 
in Memphis or addressing halachic mat-
ters on a national scale, Rabbi Green-

blatt’s approach was always character-
ized by compassion, sensitivity, and an 
unwavering commitment to truth.

Even in his later years, when many 
might have slowed down, Rav Nota re-
mained active – traveling, teaching, and 
advising communities across the coun-
try. He was not only a leader in halacha 
but also a role model in how to live a 
life of Torah. He was someone who em-
bodied the highest ideals of Torah study, 
chesed, and service of God.

Rav Nota’s passing in 2022 marked 
the end of an era. Yet his legacy contin-
ues to thrive through the institutions he 
built, the halachic rulings he issued, and 
the countless individuals whose lives he 
touched. This Sefer Torah will stand as 
a tangible symbol of the Torah he spread 
throughout the world and will provide vi-
tal support to the Margolin Hebrew Acad-
emy, ensuring that it continues to inspire 
future generations in the path of Torah.

“Having a Torah housed in the Mar-
golin Hebrew Academy in memory of 
Rabbi Nathan Greenblatt feels so abso-
lutely appropriate,” observes Pace Coo-

per, past president and 35-year-member 
of the school’s executive committee 
leadership and co-chair of the cam-
paign. “His founding and continued te-
nacious shepherding of the school was 
the driving force in the MHA being the 
anchor of our community today!”

“HaRav Nota Greenblatt, zt’l, under-
stood that the lifeblood of the Jewish 
people is Toras Emes – authentic Torah 
– as transmitted through the genera-
tions,” says Sandy Blockman, co-chair 
of the campaign. “The Sefer Torah, 
lovingly dedicated in his memory and 
supported by our community, will en-

sure the continued vitality of the MHA/
FYOS as envisioned by Rav Greenblatt 
over 75 years ago.”

The community is invited to partake 
in the Hachnassat Sefer Torah festiv-
ities on December 3. Faculty, students, 
and guests will congregate at the school 
at 390 S. White Station from 2 to 4 p.m.

Participation opportunities are 
available for any who are interested 
in joining us as we honor the memory 
and legacy of Rabbi Greenblatt. To 
participate, visit https://thechesedfund.
com/margolinhebrewacademy/rav-
nota-legacy-torah. HW

Greenblatt...
(Continued From Page 1)
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Baron Hirsch Synagogue Dec. 4, 
2024, SoShuls Luncheon

The MJCC Larisa and Ben Baer 
Senior Adult Club Happenings
Lunch is Monday–Friday at 11:30 a.m. All programs start at 12:15 p.m.
Monthly Luncheon is at noon.
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Sheldon Rosengarten,
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When you want the job DONE, call Shel-DONE!

Join my Club!

Wherever your home is, I can sell it. From the River, to some of 
the oldest homes in Midtown, to East Memphis, Germantown 

and beyond, I’ve SOLD them all. Thinking of selling? Call 
or email me to find out about my Relocation Network, with 

transferees who might have an interest in your home, and my 
highly successful Strategic Marketing Program. Remember…

The Club of East Memphis Homes I’ve recently SOLD

Suddenly, it is December! And Baron 
Hirsch SoShuls Luncheon is the place to 
be on December 4, 2024.

Come enjoy being with friends and 
celebrate the arrival of winter with food, 
friends and music at the Baron Hirsch 
SoShuls Luncheon. The luncheon starts 
at 12 p.m.

SoShuls Luncheons are for people 
who are 64 years or older, and the cost 
for the luncheon is $5 per person. Lun-
cheon participants do not have to be 
members of Baron Hirsch Synagogue. 
Just make a reservation and come enjoy 
a delicious lunch, listen to live music, 
and socialize with new and old friends.

Just thinking about December’s lun-
cheon menu of salmon croquettes, po-
tato latkes, green beans and ice cream 
with toppings, will tease your tastebuds! 
What a good way to welcome winter 

and enjoy the glow of Chanukah lights, 
spinning dreidels and golden gelt!

Robb Zelonky will be there to enter-
tain us, courtesy of Creative Aging, a 
Memphis non-profit agency that pro-
vides artistic talent and opportunities for 
older adults.

And after lunch, be ready to play an 
engaging game of Bingo with Alvin 
Steinberg!

Make your reservations for the lun-
cheon by Monday, December 2, 2024, 
either by calling 901-683-7485, or by 
emailing gwen@baronhirsch.org.

The SoShuls Luncheon is sponsored 
by Elaine Miner.

We look forward to having you with us 
and bring a friend if you want. Let’s begin 
the season of lights with our celebration, 
a terrific meal and the sounds of good mu-
sic. We want to see you there! HW

Monday, December 2
Special Art Project
Aubrey Overstreet with Mid-South 

Hobbies brings neat art projects that 
the group can put together with every-
one doing their own project. The last 
project we did was a flowerpot with a 
flower that was colored and assembled 
that afternoon. Everyone enjoyed it and 
those that did not finish it took it home 
to finish. This time we will be making a 
Snowflake Garland. There is no charge 
for the individual art project. Come 
have a good time with others and a nice 
lunch as well.

Wednesday, December 4
Field Trip: Baron Hirsch SoShuls 

Luncheon
MJCC Seniors will join Baron Hirsch 

for their SoShuls Senior Luncheon. The 
bus trip is only $2 roundtrip from MJCC. 
The Luncheon cost is only $5 payable to 
Baron Hirsch. The entertainment [provid-
ed by Creative Aging] is Robb ‘Robbo’ 
Zelonky. Robb has performed for senior 
communities ever since he was a child, 
accompanying his parents in the Chicago-
land area. For the past 45 years, he has 
performed for seniors all across America, 
specializing in an array of popular Amer-
ican folk songs, 50s and 60s classic rock, 
and even Hebrew and Yiddish favorites.

Reservations for the bus trip can be 
made by calling the front desk at the 
MJCC, 901-761-0810.

Reservations for the Luncheon can 
be made by calling Baron Hirsch at 
901-683-7485 or the MJCC front desk. 
Please tell the front desk if you made the 
Baron Hirsch reservation directly.

Monday, December 9
Field Trip: Tour Young Israel
The Tour will be led by Rabbi Aki-

va Males. Young Israel moved into its 
new building in August of 2021. The 
Young Israel of Memphis is a Tradition-
al Orthodox Shul with a vision focused 
on spiritual growth, a commitment to 
learning, a dedication to davening, and 
a desire for a warm and supportive com-
munity, based on Torah values. Rabbi 
Akiva Males grew up in Cleveland, 
Ohio, and received his Jewish educa-
tion at the Hebrew Academy of Cleve-
land, the Wisconsin Institute for Torah 
Study (W.I.T.S.), and Yeshiva Chofetz 
Chaim (Rabbinical Seminary of Amer-
ica) based in Queens, N.Y. – where he 
received his Semicha. Rabbi Akiva 
and Layla Males relocated to Memphis 
in the summer of 2016, and they are 
thrilled to be part of the Young Israel 
of Memphis family. Reservations are 
needed for the tour and the preceding 
lunch. Please come join us.

Wednesday, December 11
Field Trip: Tour Town Village 

Audubon Park
With the day-to-day freedom to come 

and go and the convenience of any 
number of activities to choose from, in-
dependent living at Town Village Audu-
bon Park is a perfect fit for an active, 
healthy lifestyle. Enjoy restaurant-qual-
ity dining and weekly social gatherings 
and feel empowered to explore personal 
interests. The tour will be led by Daniel 
Lund, sales and marketing director. Call 
901-761-0810 for required reservations, 
as the MJCC bus has limited seating. 
Refreshments will be served.

Please join us Monday through Friday 
for a delicious kosher lunch from the 
kitchens at Memphis Jewish Home & 
Rehab. The cost is only $2 for seniors. 
Reservations are required the day before 
by 1 p.m. by contacting Steve Kaplan, 
Adult Services Coordinator, at 901-
259-9220 or stevekaplan@jccmemphis.
org or by calling the front desk at 901-
761-0810. Steve works Monday thru 
Thursday 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. HW

Help Wendy and Avron B. 
Fogelman Jewish Family Service 
Collect 4000 Items in 40 Days!

So far in 2024, Fogelman JFS has dis-
tributed 3,526 pantry bags to individuals 
who are struggling with food insecurity.

In November 2023, Fogelman JFS 
collected 2,287 items for our Peggy E. 
& L.R. Jalenak, Jr. Food and Baby Pan-
try during the annual food drive. That is 
ALL from community donations! Get 
involved and help us reach our goal this 
year as we begin our annual food drive 
from Thanksgiving to New Years. We 
are able to provide this service because 
of generous community donations.

Items needed include pasta and rice, 
tuna fish, juice, peanut butter, canned 

fruits and vegetables, full-sized hygiene 
items, size 4/5 diapers, cereals and 
snacks.

Please make sure all items are certi-
fied Kosher.

DONATION BUCKETS CAN BE 
FOUND AT:

MJCC Main Entrance
MJCC’s Early Childhood Center
Bornblum Jewish Community School
Margolin Hebrew Academy

To learn more about Fogelman Jew-
ish Family Service programs, please call 
901-767-8511. HW

IAF Intercepts 
Gaza Rocket 
Fired at Kerem 
Shalom

(JNS) – The Israeli Air Force in-
tercepted a rocket launched from the 
southern Gaza Strip that triggered sirens 
in the border community of Kerem Sha-
lom last Thursday morning, the military 
said.

The kibbutz is located at the Gaza-Is-
rael-Egypt border near the crossing of 
the same name.

Hamas rocket fire has significantly 
decreased since the early days of the 
war as combined aerial and ground at-
tacks have degraded the terror group’s 
capabilities. However, terrorists are still 
capable of occasionally launching pro-
jectiles at Israeli territory.

A rocket fired from Gaza set off air-
raid sirens in Kibbutz Erez on Nov. 13, 
hitting an open area. No injuries were 
reported in that incident.

The community is located less than 
a mile from the Strip’s northern border 
and is the namesake of the Erez Cross-
ing to Gaza. HW
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Phil Lesh, Grateful Dead 
Bassist Who Hosted Musical 
Passover Seders, Dies at 84

Stay Healthy this Flu Season: Tips to 
Prevent and Manage the Flu

Flu Season and Holiday Gatherings
The flu spreads rapidly during the 

holiday season as families and friends 
come together. This winter, clinics are 
seeing an influx of patients with clas-
sic flu symptoms, including fever, 
chills, muscle aches, sore throat, runny 
nose and cough. Many describe the flu 
as feeling like they’ve been “hit by a 
truck.”

How Does the Flu Spread?
The flu virus spreads primarily 

through respiratory droplets released 
when an infected person sneezes or 
coughs. These droplets can transmit the 
virus through direct contact or by touch-
ing contaminated surfaces.

Incubation Period: Symptoms typi-
cally appear 1 to 4 days after exposure.

Preventing the Flu
The best way to reduce your risk of 

getting the flu is by taking proactive 
measures:

1. Get Vaccinated:
• The flu vaccine is recommended 

annually and is most effective when 
received early beginning in September 
and as late as March.

• Allow two weeks for immunity to 
develop.

2. Practice Good Hygiene:
• Wash your hands frequently with 

soap and water.
• Avoid close contact with individuals 

showing flu-like symptoms.
3. Seek Timely Testing:
• If you suspect flu, visit your health-

care provider for testing.
• Tests for flu, COVID-19, and strep 

throat help determine the appropriate 
treatment.

What to Do If You Have the Flu
• Stay Home: You’re contagious 

during the early days of symptoms. 
Avoid spreading the infection by stay-
ing home until you’re fever-free for at 
least 24 hours without medication.

• Rest and Recover: Drink plenty of 
fluids and get ample rest.

• Consider Antiviral Treatment: 
Consult your healthcare provider to see if 
antiviral medication is appropriate, espe-
cially if you’re at risk for complications.

• Soothe Symptoms: A teaspoon 
of honey can help reduce coughing in 
adults and older children.

Who Is at Higher Risk?
Certain groups are more vulnerable to 

severe flu complications:
• Adults aged 65 and older.
• People with chronic health conditions 

like asthma, diabetes or heart disease.
• Individuals with weakened immune 

systems.
• Pregnant individuals.
• Children under 5, particularly in-

fants younger than six months.
When to Seek Medical Care
If you experience any of the follow-

ing, contact a healthcare provider:
• Shortness of breath or chest pain.
• A fever or cough that improves but 

then worsens.
• Severe weakness or lethargy.
• Difficulty urinating.
Stay Healthy Year-Round
Support your immune system by stay-

ing current on preventive care, eating a 
balanced diet, exercising regularly and 
getting sufficient sleep.

By taking these precautions, you can 
enjoy a healthy and safe flu season. HW

Your Health

By Cindy Katz, DNP

Phil Lesh lights the candles as Jeannette Ferber, a cantorial soloist at 
Berkeley’s Renewal congregation Chochmat HaLev, sings the blessing, 
and guitarist Ross James looks on. ©Bob Minkin Photography / www.
minkinphotography.com

(JTA) – Among the legions of Grate-
ful Dead fans mourning Phil Lesh are 
a small but devoted cohort of Jewish 
Deadheads with memories of celebrat-
ing Passover with him.

“To life! To Phil! Our love will not 
fade away! Eternally grateful,” the Jew-
ish vocalist Jeannette Ferber posted on 
Facebook, alongside a picture showing 
herself with Lesh at a seder.

Lesh, the legendary jam band’s bass-
ist, died Friday at 84. His Instagram 
account, which announced his death 
without specifying a cause, said Lesh 
was “surrounded by his family and full 
of love” and “leaves behind a legacy of 
music of love.”

That legacy includes facilitating mu-
sical Jewish holiday celebrations at Ter-
rapin Crossroads, a restaurant and music 
venue that he operated with his wife in 
San Rafael, California, from 2011 until 
2021. Lesh was not Jewish, but he was 
long aware of the large number of Jewish 
fans among the Grateful Dead’s devoted 
following and sought to create space for 
them in the community-oriented venue.

“We want to honor all traditions of 
our fans – as what is community with-
out its traditions and world view?” he 
told “J. The Jewish News of Northern 
California” in 2014, the year of the first 
seder. After the Passover meal, which 
featured dessert donated by a deli owner 
and Deadhead, Lesh’s Terrapin Family 
Band played a two-hour set including 
covers of the spiritual “Go Down Mo-
ses” and Bob Marley’s “Exodus.”

Ferber, then the cantorial soloist at 
the Berkeley, California, Renewal con-
gregation Chochmat HaLev, led most of 
the seder, kicking off a recurring event 
that always ended with an extended set 
featuring Lesh and regularly sold out.

“This is my family, and who I spend 
the most time with, so it makes sense 
that this is how I’d spend my Passover,” 
Brian Markovitz, who ran the deadhead-
land website as well as the Facebook 
group Jews for Jerry, told the Jewish 

Telegraphic Agency in 2016. “It’s so 
great that Phil recognizes that.”

The seders drew on Lesh’s longtime 
ties to Jews and Jewish culture. Born 
in Berkeley in 1940, he was devoted to 
music from an early age and learned to 
play bass after being recruited by Jerry 
Garcia in 1964 to join a band that would 
become the Grateful Dead. The band’s 
big break came after the famed rock 
promoter Bill Graham, a child refugee 
from the Nazis whose mother was mur-
dered at Auschwitz, booked a gig at the 
Fillmore San Francisco. Its members – 
including one Jew, Mickey Hart – con-
tinued to play together until Garcia’s 
death in 1995. Afterwards, Lesh per-
formed with his own group, Phil Lesh 
and Friends.

Jewish affinity for the Grateful Dead 
has bordered on the religious, with Jew-
ish Deadheads holding prayer and mu-
sic retreats around the country. “Jews 
and the Dead relate in that we both 
wander,” a Deadhead from Jerusalem 
told JTA during a 2012 retreat at the Is-
abella Freedman Jewish Retreat Center 
in Connecticut. (A contemporary suc-
cessor to the Grateful Dead, Phish, is 
similarly entwined with Jewish cultur-
al and religious identity, according to a 
recent scholarly book; Lesh performed 
with his former Grateful Dead band-
mates for the last time in a joint concert 
with Phish.) The fan group behind the 
seders has continued coming together 
for holidays, including most recently 
for a Sukkot concert. For Lesh, who is 
survived by his wife and two sons, the 
seders were meaningful events that he 
returned to even when he was no longer 
needed to host.

“Who knew you could have so much 
fun at a seder?” he asked at the first sed-
er in 2014. “Words fail me.”

In 2020, with Terrapin Crossroads 
closed because of the pandemic, he 
joined a group of diehards at a virtual 
seder. “I wouldn’t miss this for any-
thing,” he said. HW

By Philissa Cramer
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Stefanik Vows to Fight Jew-Hatred at United Nations

Always read and rely exclusively on offering documents before investing. Past performance may not recur. All investing involves risk.
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Tel: 901.443.4000  •  Visit RVWWealth.com

Call Selwyn, Jonathan Gerber, or Jesse Picunko

THE WEALTH BLUEPRINT
AUTHORED BY SELWYN GERBER 

AND JONATHAN GERBER

Call for your
complimentary copy

BECAUSE PEACE
OF MIND IS
EVERYTHING®

3 KEY ELEMENTS

1. PORTFOLIO RETURNS
2. MINIMIZING COSTS
3. TAX MINIMIZATION
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6060 Poplar Ave STE 140, Memphis, TN 38119

www.harkavyshainberg.com
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Jason D. Salomon

Jason M. Goldstein
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Sorrelle Dattel

Senior Counsel
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Serving our community for decades with a broad range of 
Personal and Business Legal Services including Real Estate, 

Business Transactions, Wills, Trusts and Estate Planning and 
Litigation in State and Federal Courts.

Small Firm Culture, Big Firm Results

Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-N.Y.) poses with an award she won from the 
Endowment for Middle East Truth with EMET president Sarah Stern and 
board chair David Green, Washington, Nov. 19, 2024. Credit: EMET

By Andrew Bernard
(JNS) – Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-N.Y.) 

vowed to fight Jew-hatred at the United 
Nations last Tuesday in one of her first 
public addresses since being named by 
U.S. President-elect Donald Trump as 
his choice to be the U.S. ambassador to 
the global body.

Speaking at the Endowment for Mid-
dle East Truth’s annual awards dinner in 
Washington, Stefanik, the chair of the 
House Republican Conference, called 
the United Nations a “den of antisem-
itism.”

“Even before the barbaric terrorist 
attacks by Hamas on Oct. 7, the U.N. 
has continuously betrayed Israel and be-
trayed America, acting as an apologist 

for Iran and their terrorist proxies,” Ste-
fanik told attendees.

“You have my commitment, as I have 
led this fight in Congress against vile an-
tisemitism, I will stand up for President 
Trump’s America-first, peace-through-
strength policies and bring moral truth 
and crystal clear moral clarity at the 
United Nations on day one,” she added.

Stefanik touted her record confront-
ing university presidents about campus 
Jew-hatred on the House Committee on 
Education and the Workforce and said 
that she would bring renewed focus to 
securing the release of the hostages that 
Hamas holds in Gaza.

“There are still over 100 hostages, in-

cluding seven Americans, being held by 
Hamas,” she said. “We must not stop, 
and we will not stop, until every hostage 
is brought home.”

EMET honored Stefanik with its 
Speaker of Truth Award for her advoca-
cy for Israel and the Jewish people.

Another honoree, Rep. Jared Mos-
kowitz (D-Fla.), called on Democrats 
and Republicans to condemn antisemi-
tism within their own parties.

“I don’t need Republicans to call out 
Democrats, and I don’t need Democrats 
to call out Republicans. That’s easy. 
That takes no courage,” the Jewish con-
gressman said. “It’s much harder to do 
it when it’s within your own tent, when 
it’s within your own party. I want to see 
Republicans call out Tucker Carlson 
when he has a Holocaust denier on.

“Democrats have to call out the doz-
ens of people that are in our party and 
the people that are in the streets and the 
people that are on Twitter treating us 
like second-class and third-class citi-
zens,” Moskowitz said. “Students who 
are walking to class, who nobody knows 
if they support the war or support Ne-
tanyahu, but they have a Jewish star 
around their neck and are assaulted.

“Does anyone actually believe if that 
wasn’t a Jewish student, but it was a 
minority student, that any of this stuff 
would have gone past lunch on the first 
day?” he said. “You can be sure if it was 
a minority student or an LGBTQ stu-
dent, my party would have led the ef-
fort, and they didn’t.”

Moskowitz told JNS after his speech 
that combating Jew-hatred and support-
ing Israel needs to remain a bipartisan 
focus.

“On this issue, on antisemitism and 
Israel, we have to come together, be-
cause we can’t fight amongst ourselves 
while we’re the target,” he told JNS.

Moskowitz added that he was not 
concerned about the Biden administra-
tion making anti-Israel moves in the 
closing days of the administration, as 
the Obama administration did when it 
allowed the passage of Security Council 
Resolution 2334 in December 2016.

“It’s not going to matter. I[t]’ll be un-
done in two months,” he said, referring 
to Trump’s impending inauguration.

“It’s a mistake if they do that, because 
I think they’ve had a really good re-
cord on this,” Moskowitz said. “If it’s 
announced all of a sudden to sully that 
record – which I don’t think they’re go-
ing to do, I don’t think that’s what Joe 
Biden’s going to want as a proud Zion-
ist – if there are things that happen in 
the next couple of months on this issue, 
they’ll be undone.”

The United States vetoed a U.N. Se-
curity Council resolution last Wednes-
day that would have called for an im-
mediate Israeli ceasefire, because the 
resolution did not directly condition the 
halt in hostilities on the release of hos-
tages.

All of the 14 other members of the 
Security Council voted in favor of the 
resolution. HW

SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE THE LIFELIFE TO MEMPHIS JEWISH JOURNALISM
PLEASE RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NOW BY SCANNING THE CODE TO THE LEFT 
or mail a check to The Hebrew Watchmam • P.O. Box 770846, Memphis, TN 38177-0846

TO ADVERTISE: 901.763.2215 • info@HebrewWatchman.com



PAGE 6    |    NOVEMBER 28, 2024	 THE HEBREW WATCHMAN    |    hebrewwatchman.com

Massachusetts Man Pleads 
Guilty to Blocking FBI Probe 
of Arson Attacks on Boston-
Area Jewish Sites

SERVICES AVAILABLE 
• Driver—Courteous and reliable person to take 
you anywhere you need to go in Memphis and sur-
rounding areas: Dr’s appointments, Shopping, Er-
rands, Airport.  Available weekdays and weekends.

• House Sitting and Dog Sitting—
Responsible adult available to stay with your dogs 
while you are away.  I love dogs!

Contact Rick Danzig: 901-337-6009

 ■ Get FREE advice from a local independent specialist

 ■ Learn the difference in a supplement and an advantage plan

 ■ EVERYONE should have an annual review of their health coverage

   As always . . . 
Your long term care, life and annuity specialist

STOP 
all of the MEDICARE

calls

MEDICARE SPECIALIST
STEVE BAER

901 .237.4207
stevenfbaer@gmai l .com

Welcome Back, Memphis 
Hadassah!

(JNS) – Alexander Giannakakis, 37, 
pleaded guilty last Monday to hiding in-
formation and otherwise tampering with 
a federal investigation of his now-de-
ceased brother, who set fires at four 
Massachusetts synagogues and assisted 
living homes.

Giannakakis, who was extradited 
from Sweden, is slated to be sentenced 
on March 11, 2025. He faces up to 60 
years in prison for the combined three 
counts, and three years of supervised re-
lease and a $250,000 fine.

“This defendant obstructed justice 
about hate crimes directed at Jewish 
people living in greater Boston,” stated 
Joshua Levy, acting U.S. attorney for 
the District of Massachusett. “These 
attempted arsons at Jewish houses of 
worship and senior living facilities sent 
ripples of fear throughout the region.

“We must be vigilant in holding ac-
countable every single person who en-
gages in or facilitates acts of hate like 
this,” Levy added. “Alexander Gianna-
kakis chose to destroy evidence and 
conceal these hate crimes and for decid-
ing to stand on the side of acts of vile 
antisemitism, he now stands convicted 
and awaiting sentencing.”

The defendant’s younger brother, 
whom the Justice Department did not 
name, was the main suspect in a Febru-
ary 2020 probe of four May 2019 fires 
set in the Boston area – two at a Chabad 
Center in Arlington, one at a Needham 
Chabad and the fourth and at a Jewish 
business in Chelsea.

Hadassah is back! After a dormant 
period during the COVID pandemic, 
the Memphis Hadassah chapter has 
been recharged with new energy, ideas, 
programs and leadership. Everyone is 
invited to join.

From social events to social respon-
sibility and service to Memphis, the 
Jewish community and Israel, Hadas-
sah aims to contribute to a better soci-
ety. Its mission is to enhance the health 
and lives of people in Israel, the United 
States and the world through education, 
advocacy, youth development, and med-
ical care and research.

“We’re excited to invite Jewish wom-
en of all ages to meet new people, build 
connections, have fun and help with 
meaningful projects,” says Freda Brode, 
past president of the Memphis Hadassah 
chapter and the Southern Region.

“I’m pleased to announce that Ron-
da Robinson will be Memphis chapter 
president for 2025. She is supported by 
an advisory committee of past leaders 
who provide a wealth of experience, in-
cluding Barbara Hellman, Emily Stein-
berg, Elaine Miner and myself.”

Ronda is a Hadassah lifetime member 
who grew up in Knoxville, lived in Is-
rael and holds dual American-Israeli cit-
izenship. She moved to Memphis from 
Atlanta, where she worked as a health 
communication specialist for the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention. 
A veteran journalist, she freelances for 

“At the time Giannakakis’s brother 
was identified as a suspect, he was hos-
pitalized in a coma,” per the Justice De-
partment. “He remained in a coma until 
his death later that year.” Shortly after 
his brother became a suspect, Gianna-
kakis traveled to Sweden and took his 
brother’s documents and electronic de-
vices, the Justice Department said.

“When Giannakakis returned to the 
United States in March 2020, he was 
questioned by investigators and made 
false and misleading statements. He lat-
er concealed and destroyed physical evi-
dence being sought by investigators that 
implicated his brother in the arsons,” it 
added. “Within hours of concealing and 
destroying that evidence, Giannakakis 
fled the United States for Sweden.”

Swedish authorities arrested him in 
February 2022.

Jodi Cohen, special agent in charge 
of the FBI Boston Division, stated that 
“fire is a dangerous and indiscriminate 
weapon,” which the FBI believes that 
“Giannakakis’s brother used to ex-
press his hatred for Jewish people four 
times.”

“By lying to our investigators and 
trying to obstruct our investigation into 
his brother, Mr. Giannakakis only made 
matters worse,” Cohen stated. “If people 
think there’s no downside to deceiving 
FBI agents, critical lines of investiga-
tion will be compromised, and our jus-
tice system stalled. Our Joint Terrorism 
Task Force can’t afford to be deterred in 
this way.” HW

Jewish publications worldwide. Ronda is 
passionate about serving the Jewish peo-
ple and the global community. She also 
loves travel, yoga, swimming, hiking, 
biking, music and exploring Memphis.

Please email:
hadassahmemphis2025@gmail.com 

if you’d like to participate in Hadassah 
or plan programs (mah jongg, health 
events and more). Help continue the 
storied legacy of Memphis Hadassah, 
which has a 100-year history and more 
than 600 lifetime and chapter members.

Hadassah, The Women’s Zionist Or-
ganization of America, was founded 
before Israel was a state and before 
women could vote. With 300,000 mem-
bers, male Associates and supporters 
nationwide, Hadassah helps to advance 
women’s health, support a strong Israel 
and instill Jewish values in future gen-
erations. HW

Ronda Robinson

THE HEBREW WATCHMAN
Serving the Memphis community 

for 99 Years
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Watch Them Thrive with In-Home Care
The specially trained caregivers at Comfort Keepers pro-
vide meaningful, in-home care so seniors can live inde-
pendently. From providing companionship to caring for 
those with dementia, we’re here to help your loved one 
thrive and give you peace of mind.

In-Home
Care Services

• Personal care

• Companionship and 
   housekeeping

• Dementia and 
   Alzheimer’s care

• Respite care

• Safety solutions

901-207-8209
Home + Life + Care | ComfortKeepers.com

Comfort Keepers of the Mid-South, 5668 S Rex Rd #200, Memphis, Tennessee 38119

© 2022 CK Franchising, Inc. An international network where most offices are independently owned and operated.

Mutual of Omaha Mortgage, Inc., NMLS ID 1025894. 3131 Camino Del Rio N 1100, San Diego, CA 92108. Toll Free #: (877) 978-1922.  Subject to Credit Approval. For licensing 
information, go to: www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org

With over 20 years in mortgage lending, 
Scott Sorin has the know-how to make 
it happen! Whether you’re eyeing a new 
home, refinancing, need a unique jumbo 
loan or portfolio lending, Scott is here to 
explore every financing path with you.

Flexible Loan Options:

• Conventional Financing

• Jumbo

• FHA / VA

• Portfolio

• Reverse and more!

Let’s connect today! 
I’m ready to help achieve 
your homeownership goals.

Scott Sorin 
NMLS: 40975
Regional VP | Business Dev. 
Mobile: (901) 378-2244 
ssorin@mutualmortgage.com

EXPIRATION 11/2027

1520822078

Ready to Buy 
Your Dream Home 
or Refinance?

Christopher Columbus was Genetically Jewish, Spanish Researchers Say

(JTA) – Christopher Columbus was 
likely Jewish, Spanish researchers have 
announced in a splashy new documenta-
ry aired on Spain’s national broadcaster 
[in October].

According to the documentary, the 
researchers spent 22 years researching 
Columbus’ national origins before con-
cluding that bones buried in a Seville 
cathedral are in fact the famed explor-
er’s – and that his DNA suggests that he 
likely came from a Jewish family.

“We have DNA from Christopher Co-
lumbus, very partial, but sufficient. We 
have DNA from Hernando Colón, his 
son,” the lead researcher, José Antonio 
Lorente at the University of Granada, 
said in the documentary, according to 
Reuters. “And both in the Y chromo-
some (male) and in the mitochondrial 
DNA (transmitted by the mother) of 
Hernando there are traits compatible 
with Jewish origin.”

Whether the findings are accurate 
may never be known. The forensic sci-
entists have not yet released their raw 
data, and their report was not peer-re-
viewed before the documentary aired, a 
standard in scientific research. A Span-
ish report says the research will appear 
in an international scientific journal in 
the near future.

Researchers who study Columbus 
say the purported findings are of only 
limited significance, even if true: DNA 
evidence would show only Jewish her-
itage, not identity. And Columbus’ own 
writings express both Christian beliefs 
and praise for the decree expelling Jews 
from Spain.

“I encourage people to read his own 
writings to appreciate his complex iden-
tity – he was an autodidact, who took 
advantage of the explosion of knowl-
edge after the birth of printing to create 
an eclectic theology that had many Ju-
daic elements – but in a deeply Chris-
tian, mystical vein,” Ronnie Perelis, a 
Yeshiva University professor who has 
written about Sephardic Jews of the era, 
told the Jewish News Syndicate after the 
documentary aired. “Genetics doesn’t 
make someone Jewish.”

Still, the claims add a sheen of sci-
entific credibility to longtime specula-
tion about Columbus’ national origins, 
which has included repeated arguments 
that he may have been Jewish.

Ninety years ago, a prominent Span-
ish historian charged that Columbus was 
not Italian, as had long been believed, 
but Spanish, and the son of Marranos, 
Jews who converted to Christianity to 
escape the Spanish Inquisition.

More recently, a Georgetown Univer-
sity professor named Estelle Irizarry an-
alyzed Columbus’ known writings and 
concluded that marks on some pages 
and other quirks suggested that his na-
tive tongue could have been Ladino, a 
Jewish language.

Others have noted the proximity of 
Columbus’ departure – Aug. 3, 1492 

– to the date on which the Alhambra 
Decree, issued by his sponsors King 
Ferdinand and Queen Isabella in March 
1492, went into effect. The decree gave 
Jews a choice among expulsion, con-

version or death.
Undisputed is the fact that several 

members of Columbus’ crew were Jew-
ish or prominent Marranos.

The new documentary came on the 
Spanish national holiday marking Co-
lumbus’ exploration. It also came on the 
eve of what was long known as Colum-
bus Day in the United States, the date 
chosen to commemorate Columbus’ 
arrival on the continent. The date is in-
creasingly known as Indigenous Peo-
ple’s Day in honor of the native people 
whose communities, health and culture 
were decimated by European expan-
sionism. HW

By Philissa Cramer

People visit the tomb of 
Christopher Columbus at the 
Cathedral of Seville, Oct. 11, 
2024, shortly after forensic 
researchers from the University of 
Granada said they had confirmed 
that the bones buried there are in 
fact Columbus’. Credit: Cristina 
Quicler/AFP via Getty Images



PAGE 8    |    NOVEMBER 28, 2024	 THE HEBREW WATCHMAN    |    hebrewwatchman.com

2024 Forbes Best-In-State 
Wealth Advisors
Mike Stein

We are proud to announce that Mike Stein, 
Managing Director – Investments was 
recognized on the 2024 Forbes Best-In-
State Wealth Advisors List. This recognition 
serves as a reminder that we are committed 
to working every day toward the financial 
success of our clients.

Putting client’s interest first

Mike Stein
Managing Director – Investments
6075 Poplar Ave
Memphis, TN 38119
Direct: (901) 761-8151
michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com
ttps://home.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael.stein

2024 Forbes Best-In-State Wealth Advisors: Awarded April 2024; Data compiled by SHOOK Research 
LLC based on the time period from 6/30/22 - 6/30/23 (Source: Forbes.com) . 
The Forbes Best-in-State Wealth Advisors rating algorithm is based on the previous year’s industry 
experience, interviews, compliance records, assets under management, revenue and other criteria by 
SHOOK Research, LLC. Investment performance is not a criterion. Self-completed survey was used 
for rating. This rating is not related to the quality of the investment advice and based solely on the 
disclosed criteria.

$disclosures.get($!user.attribute01) 
© 2024 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. PM-03202025-5965509.1.1

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member 
SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.
© 2020 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All rights reserved.
CAR-0321-00866 5290982b

  NOT FDIC Insured    NO Bank Guarantee    MAY Lose Value
Investment and Insurance Products:

At Wells Fargo Advisors, we recognize the importance of 
excellent service and trusted investment advice. Contact us 
to learn more about our focus on helping clients achieve their 
financial goals.

We are pleased to announce

Mike Stein
Managing Director - Investments 
for being named as one of the 2022, 
Forbes, Best-in-State

Mike Stein
Managing Director - Investments

6075 Poplar Ave., Ste. 650 
Memphis, TN 38119 
Direct:  901-761-8151 
Toll Free:  866-556-1425 
 michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com 
www.mikesteinmemphis.com

  
The Forbes Best-in-State ranking algorithm is based on industry experience, 
interviews, compliance records, assets under management, revenue and other criteria  
by SHOOK Research, LLC, which does not receive compensation from the advisors or 
their firms in exchange for placement on a ranking.  Investment performance  is not a 
criterion.

The Platinum Council distinction is held by our financial advisors who have
demonstrated an ability to deliver exceptional service to their clients through 
well thought-out financial solutions. The Platinum Council Program has been 
the cornerstone for acknowledging these outstanding accomplishments.

The Platinum Council (previously known as Premier Advisor) distinction is held by 
a select group of Financial Advisors within Wells Fargo Advisors as measured by 
completion of educational components, business production based on the past year, 
and professionalism. Additional criteria, best practices and team structure, may 
also be used to determine recipients.

We are pleased to announce that Mike Stein, Managing Director – 
Investments is included in the 2023 Wells Fargo Advisors Platinum 
Council. This recognition serves as a reminder that we are committed 
to working every day toward the financial success of our clients.

We Congratulate 
Mike Stein for being named 
Platinum Council.
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a select group of Financial Advisors within Wells Fargo Advisors as measured by 
completion of educational components, business production based on the past year, 
and professionalism. Additional criteria, best practices and team structure, may 
also be used to determine recipients.

We are pleased to announce that Mike Stein, Managing Director – 
Investments is included in the 2023 Wells Fargo Advisors Platinum 
Council. This recognition serves as a reminder that we are committed 
to working every day toward the financial success of our clients.

We Congratulate 
Mike Stein for being named 
Platinum Council.
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Changing jobs, switching 
employers, or retiring? 
Don’t leave your 401(k) or 403(b) unattended

Investment and Insurance Products:
NOT FDIC Insured NO Bank Guarantee MAY Lose Value

Wells Fargo Advisors does not provide tax or legal advice. 

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing 
Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank 
affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. © 2020 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, 
LLC. All rights reserved. CAR-0720-04236

Mike Stein
Managing Director – Investments
6075 Poplar Ave
Memphis, TN 38119
Direct: (901) 761-8151
michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com
 

A little planning today can make all the difference 
tomorrow. We can help you design a distribution 
strategy aimed at preserving your savings and helping 
to ensure your income stream flows throughout your 
retirement.

Plan upstream towards steady 
income downstream

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, 
Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & 
Company.  © 2020 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All rights reserved. CAR-
0720-03330
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Practice Limited to Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery 

780 Ridge Lake Blvd • Suite 101• Memphis, TN• 38120 
P [901-682-8431]• F [901-682-2345]
www.bluffcityoralsurgery.com

Diplomates of the American Board of 
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery

Dr. Matthew Breit  
Dr. John C. Swearingen 

1BR | 2BR | Penthouses
Utilities Included
See our floorplans
@ embassyaptsmemphis.com

505 South Perkins Rd. 
In the Heart of East Memphis

THE EMBASSY APARTMENTS
A  D A T T E L  R E A L T Y  P R O P E R T Y 

“Luxury and Location”

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
901-685-8020

What’s Your Real Return?
Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director - Investments
Wells Fargo Advisors
Questions for Mike? You can reach him at 901.761.8151 or 
Michael.Stein@WellsFargoAdvisors.com
fa.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael-stein

As an investor, you probably track the return on your investments. But it’s likely that 
you look at the nominal return, which is the percentage increase or decrease in the val-
ue of an investment over a given period of time, usually expressed as an annual return. 
To estimate actual income or growth potential in order to target financial goals — for 
example, a certain level of retirement income — it’s also important to consider the real 
return, which includes the effects of taxes and inflation.

Let’s say you want to purchase a bank-issued certificate of deposit (CD), because you 
like the lower risk and fixed interest rate that a CD can offer. CD rates rose substantially 
with the Federal Reserve’s aggressive increases in the federal funds rate but began to 
decline with the Fed’s first rate cut in September 2024. Just as an example, let’s say you 
find a CD that offers 5% annual interest. That could be attractive. However, if you’re 
taxed at the 22% federal income tax rate, 1.1% will be gobbled up by federal income 
tax on the interest.

That still leaves an interest rate of 3.9%, but you should consider the purchasing pow-
er of the interest. After hitting 40-year highs in 2021 and 2022, inflation has slowed and 
was down to 2.5% as of August 2024 (see chart below). But a 2.5% inflation rate would 
leave a real return of just 1.4%. And as the Fed lowers the benchmark federal funds 
rate in response to lower inflation, rates on CDs and other fixed-income investments 
are likely to decline, reducing the real return on future CD and fixed-income purchases.

This hypothetical example doesn’t represent the performance of any specific invest-
ment, but it illustrates the importance of understanding what you’re actually earning 
after taxes and inflation. In some cases, the lower risk offered by an investment may 
be appealing enough that you’re willing to accept a low real return. However, pursuing 
long-term goals such as retirement generally requires having some investments with the 
potential for higher returns, even if they carry a higher degree of risk.
Eroding Purchasing Power

Annual rate of inflation, based on change in the Consumer Price Index

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2024

The FDIC insures CDs and bank savings accounts, which generally provide a fixed 
rate of return, up to $250,000 per depositor, per insured institution. All investments are 
subject to risk, including the possible loss of principal. When sold, investments may be 
worth more or less than the original cost.
Investment and Insurance Products are:
Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Federal Government Agency
Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of, or Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any Bank Affil-
iate
Subject to Investment Risks, Including Possible Loss of the Principal Amount 
Invested HW

Pediatric Dentistry
Michael Blen DDS -- Lydia Watson DDS

6363 Poplar Ave, Suite 110  --  Memphis, TN 38119
901-415-2536  --  www.drblen.com

Preparing for Life’s Final Journey
with Compassion and Care

1125 Schilling Blvd. East, Suite 101
Collierville, TN 38017

Josh Goldin, LMSW office: 901-560-3600
www.hospiceofhopetn.com

Hope
Hospice & Palliative CareHospice & Palliative Care

T-shirts
mugs

Toni Nieman
901.674.6740

Custom

hats 
koozies

and more...
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Former Hamas Hostage Confronts UCLA Protest Leader in Campus Debate

By Adi Nirman

Anti-Israel activist Aiden Doyle (left) and former Hamas captive Moran 
Stella Yanai at the debate at UCLA. Credit: TCC/X.

(JNS) – A survivor of the Oct. 7, 
2023, Hamas-led onslaught on Isra-
el delivered powerful testimony about 
her 54 days in captivity as she faced off 
with a student protest leader at a cam-
pus debate at the University of Califor-
nia, Los Angeles.

The confrontation, captured in a video 
segment from earlier this year that was 
released last Monday by The Gr8 De-
bate and filmed by Trusted Confidential 
Coverage (TCC), brought together for-

mer hostage Moran Stella Yanai, UCLA 
encampment leader Aidan Doyle and 
Mosab Hassan Yousef, son of Hamas 
co-founder Sheikh Hassan Yousef.

Yanai, who was kidnapped during the 
terrorist attack on the Supernova music 
festival, confronted Doyle in an emo-
tional exchange where she detailed the 
brutal violence she endured after being 
taken to Gaza.

Doyle, who had previously expressed 
support for the Oct. 7 attack, avoided 

eye contact throughout much of Yanai’s 
testimony.

“We went to dance. We didn’t attack,” 
Yanai said of the festival, as Doyle 
shook his head. “Don’t get annoyed. 
I’m really asking you as a person: Do 
you support those actions? If you didn’t 
support those actions and Oct. 7, didn’t 
happen, would we sit here, talking right 
now?”

Doyle replied: “Well yeah, actually, 
we probably would be.”

Yanai described how her ordeal began 
when she broke her leg while trying to 
escape the massacre at the music festi-
val. She recounted the horror of being 
taken into Gaza, where she witnessed 
civilians celebrating her capture despite 
her visible injuries.

“When I was entering Gaza, I saw 
100% of civilians celebrating me be-
ing taken,” she said, describing her 
broken leg and extensive bruising. “I 
didn’t know about the other hostages; I 
thought it was only me.”

Her family learned of her kidnapping 
through a viral TikTok video discovered 
by her 12-year-old niece, which showed 
Yanai pleading for her life as her captors 
shouted in the background.

During 54 days in captivity, Yanai 

was moved between seven heavily 
guarded locations where she faced con-
stant surveillance, limited access to food 
and water, and needed permission to use 
bathroom facilities.

She revealed that her captors told her 
they “planned to move on and kill as 
much as they could and slaughter ev-
erybody.” More than 3,000 people were 
present at the festival. Nearly 400 festi-
val attendees were killed in the attack.

Yanai was released in November 
2023 as part of a hostage exchange 
agreement.

She emphasized her desire for dia-
logue and understanding, telling Doyle, 
“I really want to hear your side, that’s 
my agenda, of coexisting.”

Currently, 101 hostages remain in 
captivity in Gaza.

Following the debate, Doyle took to 
X dismissively commenting on Yanai’s 
presence, writing, “They brought a hos-
tage to a debate.”

Hassan Yousef later offered a scathing 
critique of Doyle’s performance, saying 
mockingly, “He came really prepared. He 
memorized the narrative, even perfected 
it more than those who have been claim-
ing it for 70 years. He knows a lot more 
than Yasser Arafat on Palestine.” HW

House Passes Resolutions to Combat Jew-Hatred, Strip Funding from Terror-
Linked Nonprofits
By Andrew Bernard

(JNS) – The U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives passed resolutions last week 
condemning antisemitism and moving 
to strip the tax-exempt status from or-
ganizations that provide material sup-
port to designated terrorist organiza-
tions.

A resolution “Condemning the glob-
al rise of antisemitism and calling 
upon countries and international bod-
ies to counter antisemitism” passed last 
Wednesday by a vote 388-21.

The non-binding measure welcomes 
the decision by 40 countries, led by the 
United States, in July to adopt the Glob-
al Guidelines for Countering Antisem-
itism, which includes the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance’s 
working definition of antisemitism.

“The spiritual cancer of antisemitism 
is metastasizing – not only in our own 
country but in many others as well – at 
a rate that is both shocking and sicken-
ing,” said Rep. Chris Smith (R-N.J.), 
who co-sponsored the resolution with 
Rep. Kathy Manning (D-N.C.).

“The Global Guidelines for Counter-
ing Antisemitism constitute a program 

of best practices that can be adopted by 
countries and organizations to formulate 
policies that boldly and effectively re-
spond to this pernicious hatred,” Smith 
said.

The 21 “nay” votes on the resolution 
came from three Democrats – Reps. 
Rashida Tlaib (D-Mich.), Ilhan Omar 
(D-Minn.) and Cori Bush (D-Mo.), all 
of whom are members of the so-called 
“Squad” of left-wing progressives – and 
18 Republicans.

The group of Republicans who voted 
“nay” overlapped almost completely 
with the list of Republicans who vot-
ed against the Antisemitism Awareness 
Act in May, including Reps. Marjorie 
Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) and Paul Gosar 
(R-Ariz.), on the grounds, they said, 
that the IHRA definition is contrary to 
the principle of free speech or because it 
labels as antisemitic the claim that Jews 
killed Jesus.

Last Thursday, the House passed the 
Stop Terror-Financing and Tax Penalties 
on American Hostages Act, which strips 
the tax-exempt status of nonprofits that 
support terrorism and amends the tax 

code so that Americans taken hostage 
don’t face tax penalties from their time 
in captivity.

Rep. Claudia Tenney (R-N.Y.), one of 
the bill’s co-sponsors, said that included 
one of her own constituents, who is be-
ing held by the Taliban in Afghanistan, 
as well as the American hostages taken 
by Hamas in Gaza.

“The last thing these Americans 
should have to face when returning 
home is tax penalties from the gov-
ernment,” Tenney stated. “The Stop 
Terror-Financing and Tax Penalties on 
American Hostages Act corrects this 
flaw in our tax code, ensuring that in-
dividuals returning home from unimag-
inable hardship are not penalized with 
back taxes by the IRS.”

The bill passed with bipartisan sup-
port, 219 to 184, with the 15 Demo-
cratic “yea” votes mostly coming from 
pro-Israel and Jewish members, includ-
ing Reps. Jared Moskowitz (D-Fla.), 
Ritchie Torres (D-N.Y.) and Brad 
Schneider (D-Ill.). The lone Republi-
can “nay” vote came from Rep. Thomas 
Massie (R-Ky.), a libertarian who fre-

quently votes against legislation relating 
to foreign policy issues.

Some opponents of the bill, includ-
ing the Council on Islamic-American 
Relations, argued that it could be used 
to arbitrarily target groups that hold an-
ti-Israel views.

Lawmakers and Jewish groups have 
raised questions about the funding links 
between antisemitic and anti-Israel 
protest groups – many of which have 
tax-exempt status and unknown funding 
sources – and foreign terrorist organiza-
tions.

In October, the United States and 
Canada designated the “sham charity” 
Samidoun, which has helped organize 
anti-Israel protests in both countries, as 
a front group for the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine, a U.S.-des-
ignated foreign terrorist organization.

In July, Avril Haines, the U.S. director 
of national intelligence, announced that 
Iran is also providing money to anti-Is-
rael protesters, though she added that 
recipients of the money may not have 
been aware that they were receiving aid 
from a foreign power. HW

Iran Still Ramping Up Uranium Enrichment, UN Nuclear Watchdog Finds
(JNS) – Iran has continued to expand 

its stockpile of uranium enriched to 
near-weapons-grade levels, the Associ-
ated Press reported last Tuesday, citing 
a confidential report by the International 
Atomic Energy Agency.

The nuclear watchdog of the United 
Nations said as of Oct. 26, Tehran had 
182.3 kilograms (401.9 pounds) of ura-
nium enriched up to 60%, an increase of 
17.6 kilograms (38.8 pounds) since its 
last report in August.

This level of enrichment is just a 
technical step from 90% enrichment, 
considered weapons grade. According 
to the IAEA, it is possible to create an 
atomic bomb with roughly 42 kilograms 
(92.5 pounds) of uranium enriched to 
60% if the material is further enriched 
to 90%.

Last Tuesday’s report was said to have 
estimated that the Islamic Republic’s to-
tal stockpile of enriched uranium stands 
at 6,604.4 kilograms (14,560 pounds) – 

an increase of 852.6 kilograms (1,879.6 
pounds) since August.

Earlier last week, the Iranian Foreign 
Ministry said Tehran hopes that [last] 
Wednesday’s IAEA meeting, which is 
expected to pass a resolution against the 
Islamic Republic, will remain free of 
“political pressure.”

Ministry spokesman Esmaeil Baghaei 
Baghaei told reporters at a press confer-
ence that the regime hopes that Britain, 
Germany and France will “allow the 
issues between Iran and the [IAEA] 
agency to continue in a technical way 
and away from political pressures and 
considerations.”

The remarks came after Iranian For-
eign Minister Abbas Araghchi said last 
Saturday that “there is still an oppor-
tunity for diplomacy” over the nuclear 
program. But he warned that the oppor-
tunity was “limited.”

He added that Iran was prepared for 
“confrontation” or “cooperation,” de-

pending on the path chosen by the inter-
national community.

During a news conference in Tehran 
week before last, IAEA director Rafa-
el Grossi cautioned against a military 
strike on Iran’s nuclear facilities.

“I say this with regards to Iran … , 
nuclear installations should not be at-
tacked,” he said, in an apparent message 
to the Israel Defense Forces.

Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz 
stated earlier the week prior that Iran 
was “more exposed than ever to strikes 
on its nuclear facilities. We have the op-
portunity to achieve our most important 
goal – to thwart and eliminate the exis-
tential threat to the State of Israel.”

The IDF is believed to have knocked 
out Iran’s air defenses during its retal-
iatory attack on Oct. 26. In addition, a 
recent Axios report suggested that the 
Israeli airstrikes on Iran last month 
destroyed a secret nuclear weapons 
research facility in Parchin, 19 miles 

southeast of Tehran.
The clandestine site held sophisticat-

ed equipment used for testing explosives 
needed to detonate nuclear devices, Ax-
ios said, citing three U.S. government 
sources, as well as current and former 
Israeli officials.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu told a Knesset Foreign Affairs and 
Defense Committee meeting last Monday 
that Jerusalem will review its ability to act 
against Iran once the new U.S. adminis-
tration headed by President-elect Donald 
Trump takes office on Jan. 20. 

At the start of the discussion, the 
prime minister said that while the war 
is being waged on seven fronts, “It has 
one source – Iran … [whose] goal is the 
destruction of the State of Israel,” ac-
cording to a Knesset readout.

“Our ability to act against these three 
threats will be evaluated in the near fu-
ture together with the incoming admin-
istration in Washington,” he said. HW
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Faith and Folly in Zomzach

ISRAEL INSIGHTS
Speculation
By Howard Weisband

Since the election of former Presi-
dent Donald Trump and his return to the 
White House on January 20, political 
pundits in the United States, Israel, and 
throughout the Middle East have been 
enjoying a field day speculating on the 
forthcoming nature of the U.S.-Israel 
relationship.

What changes might be expected? 
Will they favor Israel and Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu? If so, what might be 
expected of the PM and his Govern-
ment? What will be the impact on the 
war in Gaza and Lebanon in the coming 
months and on eventual governance in 
those areas? Will there be new demands 
on settlement policy in Judea and Sa-
maria, also referred to as the West Bank, 
or is the possibility of annexation in 
some measure possible? Is an expansion 
in the cards of the Abraham Accords, 
acknowledged as an acclaimed Middle 
East achievement during Trump’s first 
Administration, and if so what may be 
expected of Israel?

The overarching questions relate to 
the incoming Administration’s policies 
toward Iran, which poses a critical ex-
istential threat to Israel, and also toward 
the U.S. and the West, in Iranian termi-
nology, Little Satan and Big Satan. Will 
Trump reimpose tough economic sanc-
tions on Iran? What will be his policy 
regarding their recognized advancement 
toward nuclear weapons?

On November 17, “The Jerusa-
lem Post” published an editorial titled 
“Trump’s pro-Israel appointments: 
Dream team or a tightrope for Jerusa-
lem?” It stated: “Although the appoint-
ments have been hailed by Israel advo-
cates, especially those on the Right, as 
comprising “a dream team” for both the 
United States and the Jewish state, the 
Israeli government must brace itself for 
a future in which the new Trump admin-
istration could be warm and supportive, 
but also tight and tough.

“Ultimately, the administration will 
act in accordance with American inter-
ests, not Israel’s, and it might be more 
difficult for Israel to turn down Trump’s 
Republican team than the Democratic 
administration of President Joe Biden.”

David Horovitz in “The Times of Is-
rael” on November 20 personalized the 
speculation. He asked: “Does Trump re-
ally see ‘eye to eye’ with Netanyahu on 
Iran, Gaza and the settlements? While 
these two leaderships are emphatical-
ly allied, they may not be thoroughly 
aligned.”

Horovitz went on to write: “Trump 
has said loud and clear that Israel needs 
to get the war won quickly in Gaza, and 
that “the killing has to stop.” And in 
his victory speech in Florida, the U.S. 
president-elect stressed that he intends 
to “stop wars,” not start them…. Those 
kinds of comments hardly constitute a 

ringing endorsement of current Net-
anyahu thinking and policy.”

These are critical arenas to follow and 
explore. I recommend a November 20 
article by Nathan Klabin in “The Media 
Line:” “Trump’s Return: A New Military 
Equation for Israel and the Middle East.”

Klabin writes: “To provide a nuanced 
perspective on how Trump’s presiden-
cy may alter the Middle East’s military 
landscape, “The Media Line” inter-
viewed six experts from the U.S., Israel, 
Iran, and the UAE. Their insights sug-
gest a potential for significant regional 
shifts.”

One of those experts interviewed is 
Jeff Tiegs, a retired U.S. Army officer 
with 28 years of experience in Special 
Operations and Delta Force. Tiegs is 
quoted among his other comments: “The 
upcoming administration is expected to 
reinforce and clarify U.S.-Israel military 
relations, especially in areas of military 
cooperation, including increased arms 
sales, intelligence sharing, and possibly 
even joint military exercises. U.S.-Israel 
military ties, rooted in enduring strate-
gic, security, and political interests, will 
return to a predictable and robust level 
under a second Trump presidency, build-
ing on his previous term’s initiatives.”

Shahin Modarres, director of the Iran 
Desk at ITSS Verona, predicts signifi-
cant changes in the Middle East’s mili-
tary landscape. “His [Trump’s] return to 

office is expected to impact the Islam-
ic Republic and its network of proxy 
groups, including Hamas, Hezbollah, 
the Houthis, and numerous militant fac-
tions in Iraq and Syria. Trump’s likely 
reactivation of hardline policies against 
the Islamic Republic – through eco-
nomic sanctions, military support for 
its regional adversaries, and diplomatic 
pressure – will reshape the strategies of 
these proxy groups.”

Forecasting or speculation? I think 
more the latter. Journalists, pundits, ex-
perts; all indulge.

In conclusion, I’ll borrow from my 
own fondness for following sports, 
which I enjoy mainly as a diversion. 
However, I much prefer to watch the 
actual game. I do not do fantasy sports, 
nor do I predict who will be drafted or 
what free agents will be signed. Tell me 
when it happens.

After January 20 it happens. Specu-
lation ends.

Howard Weisband served as Assistant 
Executive Director (1975-77) and 
Executive Director (1977-84) of the 
Memphis Jewish Federation. Following 
Aliyah with his family in 1986, he 
served as Secretary General of the 
Jewish Agency for Israel through 1997, 
and then in other senior professional 
positions in Israel. Now retired, he and 
Kayla live in Jerusalem. He can be 
reached at hweisband@gmail.com HW

Editor’s note: 
This story is being 

reprinted in memory 
of Ted Roberts in 

appreciation of his 
longtime service 
as a newspaper 

columnist.

Ted Roberts

If I was a bona fide, highly paid, Pulit-
zer winning novelist, I’d write a block-
buster historical novel entitled, “Poor 
Daddy Jacob and His Twelve Sons.” 
(And by the way, when G-d wrote the 
Chumash He completely forgot about 
Dinah and her ultimate fate. A great 
mystery – after her degradation by 
Shechem we hear no more of her except 
that her attacker was slaughtered by her 
vengeful brothers; which leads me – 
pardon me, Rabbis – to the digression 
that the G-d of our Tanach picks jus-
tice over mercy every time. Yes, He is 

merciful, but He loves justice as well as 
mercy. He, symbolically, does not turn 
the other cheek – he smacks you down.)

You know the Shechem/Dinah story:
1. Shechem rapes Dinah. (“But he 

loved the young woman and spoke kind-
ly to her.” Lust and sweet whisperings 
in the valley.)

2. Dinah’s brothers sharpen their 
swords and meet with the Schemites, 
Shechem and his father, Hamur. 
Shechem drops to his knees. It wasn’t 
only a carnal affair, pleads the romantic 
rapist – I love her. I want to marry her. 
(Remember, the Lord tells us more than 
once not to honeymoon with the people 
of the land.)

The brothers say well, OK, if you 
want to marry her, we guess it’s OK. 
But first you must be circumcised. 
The Schemites groan, but comply. And 
here’s the shocking part. While the 
Schemites are writhing in pain, Dinah’s 
brothers, Shimeon and Levi, kill them 
all and plunder their belongings. Not a 

Snow White, Cinderella, rosy love story.
At least, thinks father Jacob, I didn’t 

break G-d’s ban against intermarrying, 
and I saved a pile of shekels on the 
wedding. Nevertheless, he is a man of 
morality and is outraged at Judah and 
Simon, his sons who led the slaughter 
– a mixture of practicality and decency. 
“Dummy,” he tells his two sons, “all the 
people shall hate us.” And the Chumash 
is quiet about Dinah. We hear no more 
of her.

Our ancestors, the sons of Jacob, are 
a strange bunch. Just to cite a single ex-
ample, Judah – for whom we’re named 
– gets in trouble (the kind between men 
and women) with Tamar, his sister-in-
law. It’s an interesting story. (See Chap-
ter 38, Genesis.)

The Benjamites fight with their 
brothers.

And eventually, as I’m sure you know, 
the brothers – continually bickering – 
split into two nations: Israel and Judah. 
It’s amazing that given our ancestry we 

The Scribbler 
On the Roof

By Ted Roberts
The best of 
Ted’s work — 
a collection 
of stories 
designed to 
make you 
laugh and cry.

$10.95
AVAILABLE AT LULU.COM

turned out so well.
The moral: When it comes to family 

relationships, not much has changed in 
3300 years.

The syndicated humor of Ted, the Scrib-
bler on the roof, has appeared in newspa-
pers around the U.S., on National Public 
Radio, and numerous websites. HW

Teens with Strong Jewish Education Show More Support for Israel
(JNS) – Jewish teens involved in Jew-

ish camps, schools and other program-
ming are more likely to hold positive 
views of Israel and less likely to harbor 
negative sentiments about the conflict, 
according to a new study.

The global survey of teens aged 14-
18 was conducted by Mosaic United, 
an initiative of Israel’s Ministry of Di-
aspora Affairs and Combating Antisem-
itism, in the wake of the Oct. 7, 2023, 
attack. Of the 1,600 responses collected, 
half were disqualified for various rea-
sons. The final sample consisted of 80% 
American Jewish teens with various 
levels of Jewish engagement.

Among the key findings: While 94% 
of Jewish teens report feeling emotion-
ally connected to Israel, 36% believe 

Israel is committing genocide in Gaza. 
This stark contradiction underscores the 
need for education to combat misinfor-
mation and strengthen Jewish identity.

Teens with strong Jewish education-
al backgrounds (e.g., attending Jewish 
schools or camps) show significantly 
higher support for Israel and are less 
likely to sympathize with Hamas. Only 
6% of these teens expressed sympathy 
for Hamas, compared to 65% of those 
with weaker Jewish backgrounds. Teens 
who participated in encounters with Is-
raelis demonstrated the strongest sup-
port for Israel.

U.S. Jewish teens are more likely to 
hold critical views of Israel than their 
international peers. For example: 37% 
of U.S. teens sympathize with Hamas 

compared to 7% of teens from other 
countries, and 42% of U.S. teens believe 
Israel is committing genocide versus 
9% internationally.

Older teens exhibit more positive 
and nuanced views of Israel. Among 
14-year-olds, 60% sympathize with 
Hamas compared to just 10% of 
18-year-olds. This suggests that as 
teens mature, their perspectives be-
come more supportive of Israel, high-
lighting the importance of sustained 
engagement.

“In these challenging times, strength-
ening the bonds between Jewish teens in 
the diaspora and Israel is more import-
ant than ever. We are heartened that 94% 
of Jewish teens feel connected to Israel 
and will continue to support global Jew-

ish youth,” said Israeli Diaspora Affairs 
and Combating Antisemitism Minister 
Amichai Chikli of the study’s findings.

“This survey underscores the resil-
ience of teens with richer Jewish back-
grounds against anti-Israel sentiment 
and misinformation. Meaningful pro-
gramming is critical for fostering Jew-
ish identity and connection,” remarked 
Alana Ebin, director of Mosaic Teens.

While the survey highlights concern-
ing trends, the overwhelming majority 
of Jewish teens maintain a connection 
to Israel. With continued education, 
engagement and meaningful program-
ming, there is optimism for a stronger 
Jewish youth identity and a deeper 
connection to Israel, the study con-
cluded. HW
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Hamas 
Welcomes ICC 
Warrants for 
Israeli Leaders

(JNS) – Hamas last Thursday wel-
comed the International Criminal 
Court’s decision to issue arrest warrants 
for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu and former defense minister 
Yoav Gallant, “Al Jazeera” reported.

“We welcome the International Crim-
inal Court’s issuance of arrest warrants 
for terrorists Netanyahu and Gallant 
on charges of war crimes and crimes 
against humanity,” said the globally 
designated terror group.

“We urge the International Criminal 
Court to hold all Israeli leaders account-
able,” the statement continued. “We call 
on the countries of the world to coop-
erate with the court to bring war crimi-
nals Netanyahu and Gallant and stop the 
crimes of genocide against civilians in 
Gaza.”

Israel’s “Ynet” news outlet cited Izzat 
al-Risheq, a senior member of Hamas’s 
politburo based in Qatar, as saying that 
“regardless of the possibility of im-
plementation, the truth that has been 
revealed is that international justice is 
with us, while it is against the Zionist 
entity. This increased awareness and 
the exposure of the true terrorist face of 
the occupying entity is in the interest of 
the Palestinian cause and its future and 
strengthens our future goal of libera-
tion.”

The ICC’s Pre-Trial Chamber “issued 
warrants of arrest for two individuals, 
Mr. Benjamin Netanyahu and Mr. Yoav 
Gallant, for crimes against humanity 
and war crimes committed from at least 
8 October 2023 until at least 20 May 
2024, the day the Prosecution filed the 
applications for warrants of arrest,” it 
said in a [last] Thursday statement.

In a separate statement, the court or-
dered the arrest of Mohammed Deif, the 
supreme commander of Hamas’s “mili-
tary wing,” who according to the Israel 
Defense Forces was killed in an airstrike 
in Gaza on July 13.

Regarding Deif, the court said it had 
“reasonable grounds to believe that se-
nior leaders of Hamas, comprising at 
least Mr. Deif, Mr. [Yahya] Sinwar, and 
Mr. [Ismail] Haniyeh, agreed to jointly 
carry out the 7 October 2023 Opera-
tion.”

Khan had requested warrants against 
former Hamas political leader Haniyeh 
and terrorist chief in Gaza Sinwar, but 
dropped the legal proceedings after their 
deaths on July 31 and Oct. 16, respec-
tively.

Roughly 1,200 civilians were mur-
dered by Hamas-led terrorists on Oct. 7, 
2023. Thousands more were wounded, 
and 251 others were taken into the Gaza 
Strip.

The ICC has no jurisdiction over Is-
rael as Jerusalem is not a signatory to 
the Rome Statute, which established the 
court. But in a legalistic sleight of hand, 
the court has asserted jurisdiction by 
accepting “Palestine” as a signatory in 
2015, even though no such state is rec-
ognized under international law.

The 123 countries that are signatories 
to the Rome Statute are obligated to act 
on any arrest warrant it issues, raising 
the possibility that Netanyahu and Gal-
lant could be placed under arrest while 
visiting these places. HW

Hours After ICC Issues Warrants for Netanyahu, 
Gallant, Biden Recycles Six-Month-Old Statement

“The truth that has been re-
vealed is that international jus-
tice is with us, while it is against 
the Zionist entity,” said senior 
Hamas figure Izzat al-Risheq.

(JNS) – U.S. President Joe Biden 
stated last Thursday evening that the 
International Criminal Court’s decision 
to issue arrest warrants for Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and for-
mer Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gal-
lant is “outrageous.”

“Let me be clear once again: what-
ever the ICC might imply, there is no 

equivalence – none – between Israel 
and Hamas,” Biden said. “We will al-
ways stand with Israel against threats to 
its security.”

The U.S. president didn’t name either 
Israeli official in his statement, in which 
he referred only to “Israeli leaders.”

Biden stated nearly the same thing 
on May 20, when he said: “The ICC 

prosecutor’s application for arrest war-
rants against Israeli leaders is outra-
geous. And let me be clear: whatever 
this prosecutor might imply, there is no 
equivalence – none – between Israel and 
Hamas. We will always stand with Israel 
against threats to its security.”

The ICC is a stand-alone court in The 
Hague, which is not part of the United 
Nations. HW
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Bill Clinton Reflects on Oslo’s Failure and the Current Gaza War

(JNS) – Bill Clinton, the 42nd pres-
ident of the United States, recently 
shared his thoughts on the ongoing Is-
rael-Hamas conflict and the failed Oslo 
Accords, expressing deep regret over 
missed opportunities for peace in the 
Middle East.

Speaking about his new memoir, “Cit-

izen: My Life After the White House,” 
at an event with actor Billy Crystal at 
the Beacon Theater in New York City 
last Tuesday, Clinton offered a nuanced 
perspective on the situation in Gaza and 
its historical context.

Clinton, 78, described the failure of 
the Oslo Accords as “heartbreaking,” 

saying that he thinks about it every day. 
The peace process, which aimed to es-
tablish a two-state solution, collapsed 
just weeks before the end of Clinton’s 
presidency. He recounted a pivotal mo-
ment when Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat visited the Oval Office, prom-
ising to sign an agreement that would 
have given Palestinians a state in 96% 
of Judea and Samaria and 4% of Green 
Line Israel, along with an international 
airport and seaport. However, Arafat 
never followed through.

Addressing the current war in Gaza, 
Clinton emphasized the importance of 
understanding its triggers. He pointed to 
the Hamas-led attack on Oct. 7, 2023, in 
which Gazans killed some 1,200 Israelis 
and took 251 hostages to the Strip.

Clinton said, “When Hamas decided 
to do what they did and made a deal 
with Iran, Hezbollah and the Houthis, it 
was like all bets are off. While I do not 
agree with Mr. Netanyahu’s policy – I 
don’t think we can kill our way out of 
this – it’s no accident that the most dev-
astated area in Israel on October 7 were 
the kibbutzim along the border. That’s 
where Israelis were more likely to favor 
a Palestinian state like the one we had 

offered when I was president.”
In a previous speech made as part of 

Vice President Kamala Harris’s pres-
idential election campaign, Clinton 
spoke about the historical presence of 
Jews in the region, noting that they were 
there “before their [Hamas’s] faith came 
into existence.”

The former president said Hamas had 
made a deal with Iran, Hezbollah, and 
the Houthis, aiming not to create a Pal-
estinian state but rather to kill every Jew 
in Israel and blame Israel for it, effective-
ly nullifying previous progress toward 
peace. “Essentially, we’re going to have 
to start the peace process again,” Clinton 
said during the speech in Michigan. HW

During a live interview 
with comedian Billy 
Crystal, the former 
president laments 
missed opportunities 
for peace, defends 
Israel’s right to self-
defense.

U.S. President Bill Clinton looks on as Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin and PLO head Yasser Arafat shake hands at the signing of the Oslo 
Accords on Sept. 13, 1993. Credit: William J. Clinton Presidential Library/
National Archives & Records Administration.

GOP Senators Reintroduce Bill to Ban ‘Antisemitic’ Country of 
Origin Labels

(JNS) – Sens. Tom Cotton (R-Ark.), 
Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), Bill Hagerty 
(R-Tenn.), Thom Tillis (R-N.C.), Ted 
Cruz (R-Texas) and John Boozman 
(R-Ark.) reintroduced the Anti-BDS La-
beling Act, which would require all goods 
made in the Jewish state to continue to be 
labeled “made in Israel,” including if they 
were produced in Judea and Samaria.

Rep. Claudia Tenney (R-N.Y.) in-

troduced the legislation in the House, 
where it passed by a vote of 231-189 
on Sept. 18, 2024. Cotton first tried to 
introduce the bill to the Senate in 2021, 
but it never made it out of committee.

“Left-wing activists abuse coun-
try-of-origin labels in order to stigma-
tize products made in Israel,” Cotton 
stated. “Our bill will defend the integ-
rity of the Jewish state by ensuring that 

Israeli products may proudly bear the 
label ‘made in Israel.’”

The bill would prohibit the Biden ad-
ministration from changing current pol-
icy back to that of the Obama and Clin-
ton administrations when goods made 
in Judea and Samaria had to be labeled 
“made in the West Bank.”

Donald Trump overturned that policy 
in his first administration.

The U.S. government treats these arti-
cles as Israeli goods for trade purposes.

“The Anti-BDS Labeling Act rein-
forces U.S. policy, ensuring that goods 
produced in Israel are accurately labeled 
while blocking federal funds from sup-
porting the discriminatory BDS move-
ment,” Tenney stated. “This legislation 
reaffirms our commitment to our great-
est ally, Israel.” HW


