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Chabad Announces the Launching of CTeen Memphis
A Judgement-Free Zone for Young Jews to Connect and Grow

Generation Alpha Drives Sustainability at Bornblum

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 
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901.763.2215
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3000 Teens in Times Square at the International CTeen Shabbaton in New 
York City in February.

Chabad of Memphis announced the 
launching of a CTeen Chapter in Mem-
phis, part of a worldwide network of 
Jewish youth groups with 814 chap-
ters in 64 countries worldwide, aimed 
at providing a judgement-free zone for 
young Jews of all backgrounds to con-
nect, grow and thrive. CTeen empowers 
teens to build meaningful relationships, 
explore their Judaism and become lead-
ers in their communities.

“There’s this stereotypical notion that 

teens are just reckless, immature and dif-
ficult,” says Rabbi Levi Klein, director 
of Chabad of Memphis. “That could not 
be further from the truth. Teenagers have 
insurmountable energy. At CTeen, we 
believe in the power of youth, and what 
we offer is a means of channeling that 
power in a positive and uplifting way.”

“CTeen is more than just a youth 
group – it’s a family,” said Rivky Klein, 
co-director of Chabad of Memphis. “Our 
mission is to create a warm and wel-

coming space where every Jewish teen 
can feel seen, heard and valued. We’re 
thrilled to bring this vibrant community 
to Memphis and empower young Jews 
to deepen their connection to Judaism 
and each other, while enjoying fun and 
exciting activities at each get-together.”

“I am very excited about the open-
ing,” said Sammy Stokar an 11th grad-
er at White Station, who just moved to 
Memphis. “I was part of CTeen in Flori-
da, and I’m looking forward to continu-
ing to be part of CTeen, enjoying learn-
ing in a fun way and getting to know 
other Jewish teens.”

Chabad has enlisted the assistance of 
Esther Postylnik a sophomore at Rhodes 
College who has been a member and 
leader of CTeen in her hometown of 
Maryland, to help lead CTeen Memphis.

“Students will gain leadership skills, 
learn about their Jewish heritage, 
strengthen their Jewish pride and give 
back to the community, all within a 
warm Jewish atmosphere,” said Esther. 
“I’m so excited and looking forward to 
be able to be part of it.”

As part of the global Chabad network, 
CTeen Memphis will offer a unique 
blend of fun, education, and community 
service, inspired by the teachings of Ju-
daism. CTeen’s programs and activities 
are designed to be engaging, interactive, 
and relevant to teens’ lives, including: 

•Shabbatons and holiday events. 
•Community service projects. 
•Leadership development opportunities. 
•Workshops and discussions on topics 
such as self-esteem, stress management 
and Jewish identity.

Chabad is creating a CTeen LOUNGE 
at the Chabad Center for Jewish Life, a 
safe, relaxed and fun space that teens 
can come meet other Jewish teens to 
have fun and interact within a space that 
feels totally and completely their own.

The new chapter is open to all Jewish 
teens that do not attend a Jewish school, 
regardless of affiliation or level of ob-
servance. CTeen’s judgement-free phi-
losophy ensures that every individual 
feels comfortable exploring their Juda-
ism, asking questions and learning from 
others.

Join us and invite your friends to at-
tend the CTeen Kickoff BBQ & Laser 
Tag event, on Sunday, September 15 
from 4 to 6 p.m. at Chabad Center for 
Jewish Life at 2570 Kirby Parkway.

Meet our dedicated team, learn about 
our programs, and experience the 
warmth of the CTeen community first-
hand.

To RSVP visit www.JewishMemphis.
com/CTEEN

For more information, contact Mrs. 
Rivky Klein at Rivky@JewishMemphis.
com or 901-219-7004. HW

A Bornblum Middle student captures video footage in the Heather 
Samuels Butterfly Garden at Bornblum Jewish Community School.

Generation Alpha (born between 
2010 and 2024) are causing huge shifts 
in the priorities of schools like Born-
blum. For one thing, Alphas are com-
mitted to sustainability. “A recent statis-
tic I saw brought home how passionate 
Alphas feel about the environment and 
sustainability,” said Mary Beth Beeber, 
Bornblum Middle’s science teacher and 
outdoor educator. “Recent research sug-

gests that as many as 81 percent of par-
ents of generation Alpha kids say that 
their children have influenced their ac-
tions or consumption decisions, making 
them more environmentally aware.”

Bornblum’s leadership sees this influ-
ence at school as well. Daniel R. Weiss, 
Bornblum’s head of school observes 
that, “Over the past several years, under 
the guidance of Mrs. Beeber, Bornblum 

has moved rapidly toward creating a 
more sustainable campus. These chang-
es around campus are remarkable and 
are aligned with our students’ priorities.”

For example, according to Weiss, sev-
eral years ago, the school created the 
Heather Samuels Butterfly Garden in an 
effort to create a beautiful and relaxing 
space on campus. Since then, working 
with students, Beeber has transformed 
the garden into a living laboratory and a 
Monarch Butterfly Way Station. Accord-
ing to Beeber, “We have planted large 
amounts of swamp milkweed on campus 
where Monarchs lay their eggs and the 
caterpillars feed, as well as many native 
flowers that feed the adult butterflies and 
other pollinators. We are helping to save 
an endangered species and at the same 
time, creating a living laboratory where 
students learn hands on.”

The school now uses its outdoor 
spaces to teach a wide variety of sub-
jects, such as life cycles, reproduction, 
growth, habitats, photosynthesis, cellu-
lar respiration, mineral and soil compo-
sition and overall sustainability. “It is 
so much better for our students to have 
spaces right here on campus where they 

can learn important science concepts 
through hands on learning,” says Bee-
ber. And the gardens also provide an 
opportunity for student leadership. For 
example, this fall seventh graders will 
help each K-5 class create a Monarch 
habitat in their classroom, and together 
the school hopes to release hundreds of 
Monarch butterflies.

In another move toward sustainabili-
ty, Bornblum has shifted from purchas-
ing seedlings for its gardens to growing 
plants from seeds that are harvested 
on campus each year. The new Born-
blum Seed Bank houses heirloom (non 
GMO) seeds harvested by students from 
the plants on campus. These seeds are 
stored inside over the winter and then 
planted in subsequent years.

“Our seed bank allows us to teach 
sustainable gardening practices to our 
students. They learn the life cycle of 
plants, and they learn the concept of 
seed storage and how creating a seed 
bank helps to ensure future generations 
will have access to native plants,” says 
Jill Cross, Bornblum’s director of cur-

(See Bornblum Page 3)
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Pentagon: ‘We Have Not Determined 
that Israel has Violated International 
Humanitarian Law’

Pentagon Press Secretary U.S. Air Force Maj. Gen. Pat Ryder conducts a 
press briefing at the Pentagon, Washington, D.C., June 18, 2024. Credit: 
U.S. Navy Petty Officer 1st Class Alexander Kubitza/U.S. Department of 
Defense.
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(JNS) – A spokesman for the U.S. De-
partment of Defense dissented from the 
suggestion that Israel had broken inter-
national law, prompted by the decision 
by the United Kingdom to suspend arms 
export licenses to Israel for 30 days.

Air Force Maj. Gen. Pat Ryder, the 
DOD press secretary at the Pentagon, 
spoke at a briefing last Tuesday discuss-
ing the steps used to ensure compliance 
with human rights.

“Those processes are ongoing. As of 
now, we have not determined at this 
point that Israel has violated interna-
tional humanitarian law, but those as-
sessments, to include those of the State 
Department looking at allegations, are 
still ongoing,” Ryder said.

The press secretary reported that 
last Sunday, U.S. Secretary of Defense 
Lloyd Austin had spoken with Israel’s 
Minister of Defense Yoav Gallant to ex-
press condolences for the six hostages 
murdered by Hamas.

“The secretary affirmed that Hamas 
leaders must be held accountable for 
the murder of these innocent civilians,” 

King Pins Ready for a New 
Season of Bowling

The King Pins Bowling League will 
begin its 26th year on Monday, Sept. 19 at 
the Cordova Bowling Center. The league 
began with six athletes in September of 
1999. Today there are about 50 Special 
Olympics athletes that bowl each week.

The league gives these athletes an 
opportunity to both socialize with their 
friends and participate in a healthy sport 
no matter what their particular challenge 

may be. The league also, in many cases, 
gives the parents the opportunity to visit 
with parents of the other athletes.

We are always looking for volunteers 
to cheer for the athletes. If you are 
interested in participating, please let 
us know. You may contact David Ross 
at 901-483-4017 or davidross5147@
gmail.com or you may contact Rose 
Ross at rosebross@gmail.com. HW

PAST ISSUES 
2021, 2022, 2023 and 

up to July 2024
NOW AVAILABLE 

ONLINE AT
HEBREWWATCHMAN.COM

Ryder said. “And Secretary Austin and 
Minister Gallant once again reaffirmed 
their mutual commitment to swiftly 
reaching a ceasefire deal to secure the 
release of all the remaining hostages.”

The Pentagon spokesman also ad-
dressed discussions about the role in 
hostage negotiations for control of the 
Philadelphi corridor and its strategic 
importance in preventing future terrorist 
attacks.

Ryder stated that he would not pro-
vide “my personal tactical assessment 
of the battlefield” and that “I’ll leave it 
up to the Israelis to talk about how best 
to do that.”

The possibility of another Iran attack 
against Israel also arose as a question.

“Iran has indicated that it intends to 
retaliate, so we will continue to take 
that threat seriously, and I’ll just leave 
it there,” Ryder said. “I’m not going to 
speculate or get into potential or hypo-
theticals, rather, in terms of when and if 
they may attack other than the fact that 
they’ve said publicly that they intend to 
retaliate.” HW
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MJCC Larisa 
and Ben Baer 
Senior Adult 
Club Monthly 
Luncheons for 
September and 
October!

The MJCC Larisa and Ben Baer 
Senior Adult Club Happenings
Lunch is Monday–Friday at 11:30 a.m. All programs start at 12:15 p.m.
Monthly Luncheon is at noon.
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Sheldon Rosengarten,
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*Awarded by the National Association of Realtors

for 40 Years of Service.

When you want the job DONE, call Shel-DONE!

From Downtown…to Midtown…to Germantown…

And beyond, I sell them all. From the oldest to the newest and everything 
in-between. And I sell homes in Gated communities, Condominiums, 
Contemporaries, Stately Traditionals, homes with lakes and Swimming 
Pools with homes attached!  If you or someone you know is thinking of 
selling, talk to 2-3 real estate Brokers but make sure that I am one of them. 
Find out how Preparation, Presentation, Pricing and my highly successful 
Strategic Marketing Program can make the difference in whether you sit…

or…SELL! And remember……

riculum and instruction.
As Beeber points out, “We are so ex-

cited, because the milkweed planted on 
campus this fall is the third generation of 
plants from the same progenitor seeds.”

Sustainability is also front and cen-
ter with the new Go Green initiative in 
Bornblum Middle. During the first se-
mester, middle school students will ana-
lyze various areas of campus to discover 
opportunities to make the campus more 
sustainable.

“Our students will be looking with 
a critical eye at our campus practices 
in places like the lunch spaces and the 
front office, to determine ways to reduce 
waste. Using the school’s design think-
ing methodology, students will work in 
teams to research and create solutions 
that they can implement throughout the 
school,” says Samantha Schmidt, Born-
blum’s lead design thinking teacher.

When asked about the most important 
part of the Go Green initiative, Weiss 
responded that it, “puts students in the 
driver’s seat. They are choosing the pri-
orities and projects that they and their 
generation are passionate about. It is an-
other way that Bornblum is a place of 
innovation that teaches students how to  
impact the world around them.”

According to Beeber, “Creating a sus-
tainable campus is a long-term project. 
There are so many opportunities, from 
sourcing green supplies, to composting 
food waste, to planting native trees and 
plants that clean the air and help con-
trol flooding and soil erosion. Most of 
all, it is an amazing way to educate and 
motivate students in ways that not only 
prepare them for their future but allow 
them to make a difference in their world 
now.” HW

Bornblum...
(Continued From Page 1)

Monday, September 16
Speaker: Rabbi Yosef Braha
Topic: Ask the Rabbi, High Holiday Edition
His talks are always some of the most popular attended programs. No reservations are 

necessary. Please come enjoy this terrific speaker.

Wednesday, September 18
MJCC Larisa and Ben Baer Senior Adult Club Monthly Luncheon, featuring 

The Beverly Brothers!
Details to the right.

Thursday, September 19
Special Art Program
Thanks to a grant from B’nai Tzedek of the Jewish Foundation of Memphis, The Se-

nior Adult Program along with The Inclusion and Diverse Abilities Program will have 
four special Art Programs each month for the next four months!

Memphis B’nai Tzedek is the premier teen philanthropy program in Memphis. 
Founded in 2002 and named Outstanding Teen Foundation in 2005 by the Association 
of Fundraising Professionals Memphis Chapter, B’nai Tzedek teaches Jewish teens to 
become philanthropists

The first art program will be on September 19 with Sally Rosenberg teaching us how 
to make a mezuzah.

The art program will be from 12 – 2 p.m.
There is no cost for the program, supplies included, thanks to the grant. All one needs 

to do is call the MJCC front desk at 901-761-0810 to register for the program. Lunch is 
available at 11:30 a.m. for only $2.

Please join us Monday through Friday for a delicious kosher lunch from the kitchens 
at the Memphis Jewish Home & Rehab. The cost is only $2 for seniors. Reservations 
are required the day before by 1 p.m. by contacting Steve Kaplan, Adult Services 
Coordinator, at 901-259-9220 or stevekaplan@jccmemphis.org or by calling the front 
desk at 901-761-0810. Steve works Monday thru Thursday 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. HW

Wednesday, September 18
Featuring The Beverly Brothers! 

The Beverly Brothers perform harmo-
ny-based songs ranging from classic 
country to classic rock and roll favor-
ites. This two-guitar duo always delivers 
a spirited, high-energy show that invites 
and incites audience participation. They 
are one of our most requested groups. 
They are also one of the most fun musi-
cal groups that the seniors love to hear. 
This month’s luncheon is sponsored by 
Town Village Audubon Park.

Wednesday, October 9
Featuring The Michelle Shrader 

Duo
Michelle Shrader focused on training 

her voice for several years as a child be-
fore picking up the guitar at the age of 
16. She had an aptitude for the instru-
ment and began writing songs within 
six weeks of her first lesson and record-
ing within six months. After moving 
to Memphis in 2006 to study classical 
guitar with Lily Afshar, the world-re-
nowned guitarist at the University of 
Memphis, she fell in love with the city. 
Michelle is now a popular fixture in the 
local music scene performing her own 
songs and classical guitar selections; 
and she has been featured in local me-
dia including videos by “Live from 
Memphis” and “Hotel Memphis.” She 
regularly performs locally for many 
private events and at venues such as the 
Germantown Performing Arts Center. 
With her husband, trumpeter and sing-
er Jeremy Shrader, Michelle sings jazz 
and bossa nova in small and large band 
settings. We are excited to have her per-
form for our Monthly Luncheon!

Please call the MJCC front desk, 
901-761-0810 to make reservations for 
these terrific luncheons and entertain-
ment. Cost is only $5! Transportation 
may be available in the MJCC Area. 
Call Steve Kaplan at 901-259-9220 for 
details. HW

The Beverly Brothers

Michelle Shrader

Have a Simcha?
share with The Hebrew Watchman readers 

901.763.2215
info@hebrewwatchman.com
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An American Israeli’s 
Perspective Through Chesed 
in Wartime

SERVICES AVAILABLE 
• Driver—Courteous and reliable person to take 
you anywhere you need to go in Memphis and sur-
rounding areas: Dr’s appointments, Shopping, Er-
rands, Airport.  Available weekdays and weekends.

• House Sitting and Dog Sitting—
Responsible adult available to stay with your dogs 
while you are away.  I love dogs!

Contact Rick Danzig: 901-337-6009

By Shoshana Cenker
We’re introducing a new series in 

THW with firsthand accounts of Israelis 
who are promoting chesed (loving kind-
ness) as the war rages on in the Middle 
East.

Meet Shlomo Pinkus, an American 
who made aliyah with his family 11 
years ago. These days, he’s the global 
director for Epic, an organization based 
in Bet Shemesh that helps children who 
move to Israel acclimate through ther-
apeutic mentorship. Now, Epic also 
helps kids and families with all kinds 
of trauma from the war – those who are 
displaced; whose family members have 
been killed; and those dealing with sui-
cide.

The Pinkus family lives in the north-
ern city of Karmiel, where sirens are of-
ten sounded, being so close to the Leba-
non border. On a personal level, Shlomo 
has taken it upon himself to do whatever 
is needed for Israel’s soldiers and their 
families during this terribly difficult 
time. For this inaugural article, Shlo-
mo shares an incredible story of Israelis 
helping our fellow brothers and sisters 
at this time of great need.

A couple months into the war, a mes-
sage went out to the community say-
ing ~400 soldiers had descended into 
Karmiel, and they needed food for 
Shabbos. “So, I dropped what I was do-
ing and went to the grocery store. When 
I got there, it was flooded with residents. 
We’re like one big family in this city,” 
explained Shlomo over our Zoom call. 
“Frum Jews – Charedim, wives, kids – 

filled the entire store, buying Shabbos 
food for these chayalim (soldiers) who 
were being housed on a local college 
campus. People even brought their own 
pots into the grocery for meat to make 
cholent. We all just filled grocery carts, 
emptying the store shelves.”

As the store closed, Shlomo walked 
outside with his groceries for the cha-
yalim, and a soldier came over. With 
the store closed, Shlomo asked how he 
could help. The soldier said he needed 
challah for Shabbos. “I told him that my 
wife, Elisheva, was baking challah right 
now, and they could go together to get 
it. He told me not to worry about it, and 
he walked away, continuing his search 
for challah.”

As Shlomo finished putting the gro-
ceries in his car, the same soldier came 
back over and let Shlomo know he’d 
found one challah, but of course, he 
needed two for Lechem Mishneh.  “So, 
I went home, grabbed our challot and 
took them with all the groceries I’d 
bought for the chayalim to the college 
where they were staying.”

That weekend, every single soldier 
was able to enjoy Shabbos thanks to the 
generosity and speed of the community.

“Why do we do it,” Shlomo said, “we 
do it because we’re Jews.”

Next up in this series, Shlomo shares 
an incredible story of chesed involving 
an army base near the near Syria/Leba-
non border.

Know a chesed superstar in Israel? 
Email ShoshanaAY@gmail.com HW

Justice Department Says 
Russian Disinformation 
Campaign Targeted Israel and 
U.S. Jews

By Jackie Hajdenberg
(JTA) – A Russian disinformation 

campaign targeted Israel and Ameri-
can Jews in a bid to weaken support for 
Ukraine, including by creating a fake 
version of a Jewish newspaper, the U.S. 
Department of Justice has announced.

The sites and accounts aimed at Jews 
were part of a broader Russian propa-
ganda effort that involved 32 internet 
domains and stretched into Mexico and 
Germany as well as the United States 
and Israel. According to a Justice De-
partment statement, the campaign had 
the “aim of reducing international sup-
port for Ukraine, bolstering pro-Russian 
policies and interests, and influencing 
voters in U.S. and foreign elections, in-
cluding the U.S. 2024 Presidential Elec-
tion.”

The FBI’s Philadelphia Field Office 
is investigating this case, which the Jus-
tice Department announced last Thurs-
day as part of a broad effort to head off 
potential Russian influence in the U.S. 
election in November. U.S. intelligence 
officials have assessed that the Russians 
want Republican Donald Trump to win.

According to an affidavit by an anon-
ymous FBI field agent, the campaign 
included instructions for a plan called 
“The Comprehensive Information Out-
reach Project in Israel (and also Jewish 
Community Outreach in the US).”

Those plans, according to the field 
agent, disseminated Russian propagan-
da across multiple web domains, includ-
ing some that mimicked genuine news 
websites, such as the “Washington Post” 
and the “Forward,” a Jewish publication 
(and syndication client of the Jewish 
Telegraphic Agency).

The campaign included “Work with 
Israeli influencers,” activity across on-
line platforms and “an operation involv-
ing the widespread posting of social me-
dia comments impersonating Israelis,” 
according to the affidavit.

An attached five-page memo said 
that Israel’s deep political polarization, 
primarily over the right-wing govern-
ment’s proposed judicial overhaul last 

year, made the country especially sus-
ceptible to Russian influence opera-
tions. The goal, the memo said, was to 
“rip Israel out of the general Western 
anti-Russian agenda,” in part by por-
traying Ukraine’s government and its 
Jewish president, Volodymyr Zelensky, 
as neo-Nazis – an allegation Russia has 
peddled since invading Ukraine in 2022.

“Under current circumstances, these 
goals could be achieved in a relatively 
short term, relying on forces that in fact 
exist within the country as well as in the 
Jewish diaspora in the United States,” 
the memo said. “Based on this, the key 
indicator of the effectiveness of the 
project will be an increase in the num-
ber of Israeli citizens supporting Russia 
in the fight against Nazism.”

The plan also laid out exactly how 
often its team should post on different 
platforms: memes or caricatures should 
be posted three times a day, while vid-
eo clips should be shared three times a 
week. And it hoped its work in Israel 
would ripple out to exacerbate divisions 
among American Jews.

“It is also obvious that the Jewish pop-
ulation of the US is divided with regards 
to the issues of Ukraine and Israel, just 
as the population of Israel itself,” the 
document says. “Influencing the public 
opinion of Israel will impact the public 
opinion of Jewish voters in the U.S. pri-
or to the 2024 Presidential Elections.”

This is not the first time Jews have 
been ensnared in Russian disinforma-
tion efforts. A 2020 study found that 
Russian trolls played a role in stoking 
antisemitism during tense moments in 
the United States. Investigations of Rus-
sian interference in the 2016 election of-
ten embroiled Russian Jewish oligarchs 
as well as figures such as Jared Kushner, 
Donald Trump’s son-in-law and adviser.

Russian campaigns have continued to 
rattle Jews: During the Paris Olympics, 
a viral video seemed to show a Hamas 
fighter threatening “rivers of blood” at 
the games. It was in fact produced by a 
Russian disinformation outlet. HW

Credit: Getty Images
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Watch Them Thrive with In-Home Care
The specially trained caregivers at Comfort Keepers pro-
vide meaningful, in-home care so seniors can live inde-
pendently. From providing companionship to caring for 
those with dementia, we’re here to help your loved one 
thrive and give you peace of mind.

In-Home
Care Services

• Personal care

• Companionship and 
   housekeeping

• Dementia and 
   Alzheimer’s care

• Respite care

• Safety solutions

901-207-8209
Home + Life + Care | ComfortKeepers.com

Comfort Keepers of the Mid-South, 5668 S Rex Rd #200, Memphis, Tennessee 38119

© 2022 CK Franchising, Inc. An international network where most offices are independently owned and operated.

There are so many things you can do with annuities:

   As always . . . 
Your long term care, life and Medicare specialist

ANNUITY SPECIALIST
STEVE BAER

901 .237.4207
stevenfbaer@gmai l .com

1.  Get a guaranteed income for life!
2.  Get some upside market potential

     With NO downside risk! And No Fees!
3.  Get some long term care protection with     

      No medical underwriting!
Call me to discuss, we can even convert old annuities to the new 

ones that have far greater upside potential!

Baron Hirsch Rosh Hashana Catering 
by Chef Dovid Cenker 

 

Matza Ball Soup………..………………................                 
Mushroom Barley Soup…………………………..                                                                                        
Gefilte Fish w/Carrots & Onions………………………………….                     
Chopped Liver w/Onions……………………... … 

                      
                                  Sweet Noodle Kugel w/Crushed Pineapple…….………………     
                                  Roasted Broccoli…………..…………………….  
                                  Roasted Cauliflower……..……………………….  
                                  Roasted Mushrooms…………………………….. 
                                   Roasted Asparagus……………………………… 
                                   Spinach Souffle…………………………………… 
                                   Squash Souffle…………………………………… 
                                   Potato Kugel……………………………………...  

                                  
          Slow-Cooked Savory Brisket…………………..    
          Smoked Brisket w/Onions & Mushrooms…………..     
          Stuffed Cabbage in Sweet Tomato Sauce.………        
          Crispy Fried Chicken Tenders……………………… 
          Three-Herb Roasted Chicken…………………..……     
 
 
 

 

 

$18/qt. 
$16/qt. 
$18/loaf 
$18/lb. 
 
 

 
   $28  
   $25  
   $25  
   $18 
   $30 
   $25 
   $30 
   $28 

     

$36/lb.  
$36/lb. 
$9/piece      
$19/lb.  
$9/each white breast meat 
$9/each leg + thigh 
 

Appetizers 
1 lb. serves 2-4 

Side Dishes 
9x13 pan  
Serves 12-15 

Entrees 
1 lb. serves 2-4 

To order, please email: catering@baronhirsch.org 
Order deadline: Thursday, September 26, 8pm  

Payment: Venmo or check at pickup preferred; credit card at pickup also available 
Order pickup: Wednesday, October 2, 12–3pm, at Baron Hirsch 

All food prepared in Baron Hirsch’s meat kitchen under kashrut supervision of Rabbi Ian Lichter. 

Iran Plotted to Assassinate 
Biden, Trump, Haley, Per FBI 
Document

(JNS) – Iran tried to hire assassins to 
kill politicians, including U.S. President 
Joe Biden, former President Donald 
Trump and former presidential candi-
date Nikki Haley, according to FBI doc-
uments, which the office of Sen. Chuck 
Grassley (R-Iowa) released last Thurs-
day.

“Bad actors are determined to wreak 
havoc on our country, and American 
political leaders across both parties are 
sitting squarely in the crosshairs,” the 
senator stated. “In this extraordinarily 
heightened threat environment, federal 
agencies ought to be laser focused on 
building up public trust and reassuring 
the American people of their efforts to 
carry out their protective missions.”

The PDF document of the report, 
which was reported widely and which 
has circulated on social media, is no 

longer live on Grassley’s website. JNS 
sought comment from the senator’s of-
fice.

Per the widely reported document, an 
agent of Iran had “drawn a diagram on a 
whiteboard” to show a would-be assas-
sin how to carry out the attack.

“The FBI does not comment spe-
cifically on documents allegedly dis-
closed without authorization,” a bureau 
spokesperson told JNS. “Public disclo-
sure about sensitive, ongoing national 
security investigations and potential 
cooperation from subjects is irresponsi-
ble and undermines the FBI’s ability to 
conduct thorough investigations and en-
forcement actions that keep Americans 
safe.”

“It also puts lives at risk, especially 
when you are dealing with an adversary 
like Iran,” the spokesperson added. HW

Guterres Slammed Over 
‘Crocodile Tears’ for News 
Hamas Killed Six Hostages

(JNS) – António Guterres, the United 
Nations secretary-general who has long 
been accused of Jew-hatred and anti-Is-
rael bias, drew widespread criticism 
last Sunday for what he did not say in a 
statement about the six hostages, whom 
Hamas killed and whose names were re-
leased the prior night.

“I will never forget my meeting last 
October with the parents of Hersh Gold-
berg-Polin and other hostage families,” 
Guterres wrote. “Today’s tragic news is a 
devastating reminder of the need for the 
unconditional release of all hostages and 
an end to the nightmare of war in Gaza.”

Hillel Neuer, executive director of 
UN Watch, wrote that, “Hamas just 
murdered six Israeli and American hos-
tages by shooting them in the head. Why 
can’t you say so? Why can’t you con-
demn them?”

“Save your crocodile tears for some-
one who has an ounce of respect for 
your leadership,” wrote the Israeli dip-
lomat Yaki Lopez.

“Won’t even say ‘Hamas.’ Won’t con-

demn the terror group that took Hersh, 
held him hostage for 330 days and mur-
dered him,” wrote AIPAC. “Says it all.”

Israel Nitzan, a former Israeli diplo-
mat, called the statement “cowardly and 
morally flawed,” adding, “why can’t 
Mr. Guterres condemn Hamas for bru-
tally executing innocent hostages?”

“Hamas. The word is Hamas. Hamas 
did this. Say it,” wrote Matthew Levit, a 
senior fellow at The Washington Insti-
tute and director of its counterterrorism 
and intelligence program.

“Resign. Your failure to pressure, or 
even acknowledge Hamas, emboldened 
them,” wrote Esther Panitch, a Geor-
gia state representative who is Jewish. 
“They know you are spineless.”

Arsen Ostrovsky, CEO at The Inter-
national Legal Forum and senior fellow 
at the Misgav Institute for National Se-
curity and Zionist Strategy, called Gu-
terres “a pathetic and cowardly excuse 
for a world leader,” who “can’t even 
bring himself to name Hamas or con-
demn them.” HW

Lawsuit Argues for 
Right of Churches 
and Nonprofits to 
Endorse Candidates

(JNS) – The National Religious 
Broadcasters, the conservative organi-
zation Intercessors for America and two 
Baptist churches say the prohibition on 
tax-deductible charities endorsing poli-
ticians for office infringes on their First 
Amendment rights.

Lawyers representing the group filed 
a lawsuit last week to challenge the so-
called Johnson Amendment, a 1954 law 
that prevented churches from engaging 
in politics. They argued that the IRS 
selectively enforces its prohibitions on 
nonprofit 501(c)3 groups endorsing can-
didates.

The filing stated that the plaintiffs 
“believe that nonprofit newspapers have 
a clear constitutional right to make such 
endorsements or statements” and that 
therefore they “simply contend that they 
should also have the same freedom of 
speech.”

The suit says that “hundreds of news-
papers are organized under 501(c)(3), 
and yet many openly endorse political 
candidates.” HW
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On Day One of the RJC, Speakers Slam Biden and Call for 
Hostages’ Release

JNS CEO and Jerusalem bureau chief Alex Traiman interviews broadcast 
news analyst Mark Levin at the RNC Annual Leadership Summit in Las 
Vegas, taking place from Sept. 4-6, 2024. Photo by Izzy Salant.

Memph i s

CTEEN
KICK
OFF

R S V P :  W W W . J E W I S H M E M P H I S . C O M / C T E E N
O R  C A L L  C H A B A D  ~  9 0 1 - 7 5 4 - 0 4 0 4  

KICKOFF BBQ &
LASER TAG

@Chabad
2570 

Kirby Pkwy

SEP 15
4-6PM

Power Of
Youth

FREE OF
CHARGE!
INVITE A
FRIEND!

(For High-Schoolers not
currently in a Jewish School)

By Izzy Salant
(JNS) – Hundreds of attendees from 

around the United States, Israel and oth-
er nations gathered at the Venetian in 

Las Vegas last Wednesday for the first 
day of the three-day RNC Annual Lead-
ership Summit, featuring major Repub-

lican speakers, lawmakers and Jewish 
community leaders.

Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp was initial-
ly slated to speak but had to withdraw at 
the last minute due to the school shoot-
ing outside Atlanta.

This year, the convention comes al-
most a year after Oct. 7 and on the heels 
of the murder of six hostages in the 
Gaza Strip, including Israeli-American 
Hersch Goldberg-Polin, a fact that car-
ried through everyone’s speech.

“We mourn for the brutal murder” of 
the hostages, Norm Coleman, chairman 
of the Republican Jewish Coalition, told 
the crowd. “We are heartbroken for the 
people of Israel.”

The sentiment of missing hostag-
es was apparent in the ballroom as the 
convention kept one table blocked off, 
empty and illuminated to represent the 
estimated 95 hostages still being held in 
captivity.

“Like all of you, I am heartbroken,” 
said Sen. Joni Ernst (R-Iowa), “We must 
bring them all home, now!” The crowd 

then joined in unison chanting “Bring 
them home,” a rallying cry for the re-
turn of the men, women and children 
Hamas kidnapped as part of its terrorist 
onslaught in southern Israel on Oct. 7.

Ernst, who is not Jewish, has led 
numerous initiatives in Congress in 
support of the Jewish state. She spear-
headed legislation calling for the IRS 
to investigate charities linked to anti-Is-
rael organizations and last month led a 
congressional trip to Israel, when their 
delegation visited the Druze village 
of Majdal Shams that was attacked by 
rocket fire from Hezbollah in Lebanon, 
resulting in the deaths of 12 children.

“Israel has every right to defend her-
self. Period. Hamas must be destroyed. 
Period. Iran must be held accountable. 
Period. And our remaining hostages 
must be freed and reunited with their 
loved ones. Period,” she said.

Also last Wednesday, Alex Traiman, 
JNS CEO and Jerusalem bureau chief 
held an exclusive interview with broad-
cast news analyst Mark Levin. HW

Jewish Federations Security Network to Collaborate More with 
Federal Intel Agencies

(JNS) – The leading nonprofit pro-
moting enhanced safety for Jewish com-
munities in North America will expand 
its resources by joining as one of the 
first two charities in a program usually 
reserved for Fortune 500 companies, the 
Public-Private Analytic Exchange Pro-
gram led by the Office of the Director of 
National Intelligence.

The Secure Community Network an-
nounced its participation in the group, 

which also features the FBI, NSA, Am-
azon, Meta, Disney and Citibank. The 
exchange program includes 60 govern-
ment participants and representation 
from 64 private sector entities.

Ezra Weinberger, the group’s com-
munications and marketing manager, 
told JNS that in 2023, the organization 
had recorded 5,404 threats and referred 
1,619 for reporting to law enforcement.

“This direct access to intelligence and 

best practices is crucial given the sharp 
rise in threats,” he said.

“We are honored to join this distin-
guished group of security professionals 
across government and the private as 
well as nonprofit sectors,” said Michael 
Masters, national director and CEO of 
the Secure Community Network, in a 
statement. “SCN’s involvement is a tes-
tament to the gold-standard intelligence 
and information-sharing efforts, and the 

outstanding network of security profes-
sionals and experts supporting Jewish 
communities across the country.”

He added that “the chance to collab-
orate with our partner members in the 
AEP not only expands SCN’s network 
and capacity but lends our unique lens 
and expertise through our efforts to 
protect the Jewish community, and our 
work with the broader faith-based com-
munity.” HW
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901.761.1263
6060 Poplar Ave STE 140, Memphis, TN 38119

www.harkavyshainberg.com

Attorneys
Michael D. Kaplan

Neil Harkavy
Jason D. Salomon

Jason M. Goldstein
Laura Kessler Mason

Hillary Weiss Samuels
Jeremiah McGuire

Sorrelle Dattel

Senior Counsel
Teresa M. Bernhardt

Of Counsel
Laurie A. Cooper
Steve R. Graber
Alan L. Kosten

Ronald M. Harkavy (Retired)
Raymond Shainberg (1930-2018)

Allen Dunstan (1948-2017)

Serving our community for decades with a broad range of 
Personal and Business Legal Services including Real Estate, 

Business Transactions, Wills, Trusts and Estate Planning and 
Litigation in State and Federal Courts.

Small Firm Culture, Big Firm Results

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

David J Ross, Agent
8317 Cordova Road, Suite 101
Cordova, TN  38016
Bus: 901-795-9067
www.davidjross.net

Pediatric Dentistry
Michael Blen DDS -- Lydia Watson DDS

6363 Poplar Ave, Suite 110  --  Memphis, TN 38119
901-415-2536  --  www.drblen.com

Experience the art of senior living.
Call today to schedule your visit.

901-763-6371 | OpusEastMemphis.com/Watchman

A Fresh, New Approach to Senior Living

 Opus is located only 10 minutes from Highland and Germantown.

Windows • Doors • Siding

MICHAEL LURIE
WINDOW WORLD OF MEMPHIS

4899 Summer Ave. Suite 104
Memphis, TN 38122

WindowWorldMemphis.com

memphis@windowworld.com 

mobile: 901-233-2921
o�ce: 901-684-6670

hover your
phone camera

Please Help Keep Memphis Jewish Publishing Alive
  SUBSCRIBE OR RENEW BY SCANNING THE CODE TO THE LEFT

or mail a check to The Hebrew Watchmam • P.O. Box 770846, Memphis, TN 38177-0846
TO ADVERTISE: 901.763.2215 • info@HebrewWatchman.com
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The Economic Impact of an Aging World
Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director - Investments, Wells Fargo Advisors
Questions for Mike? You can reach him at 901.761.8151 or Michael.Stein@WellsFargoAdvisors.com • fa.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael-stein

2024 Forbes Best-In-State 
Wealth Advisors
Mike Stein

We are proud to announce that Mike Stein, 
Managing Director – Investments was 
recognized on the 2024 Forbes Best-In-
State Wealth Advisors List. This recognition 
serves as a reminder that we are committed 
to working every day toward the financial 
success of our clients.

Putting client’s interest first

Mike Stein
Managing Director – Investments
6075 Poplar Ave
Memphis, TN 38119
Direct: (901) 761-8151
michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com
ttps://home.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael.stein

2024 Forbes Best-In-State Wealth Advisors: Awarded April 2024; Data compiled by SHOOK Research 
LLC based on the time period from 6/30/22 - 6/30/23 (Source: Forbes.com) . 
The Forbes Best-in-State Wealth Advisors rating algorithm is based on the previous year’s industry 
experience, interviews, compliance records, assets under management, revenue and other criteria by 
SHOOK Research, LLC. Investment performance is not a criterion. Self-completed survey was used 
for rating. This rating is not related to the quality of the investment advice and based solely on the 
disclosed criteria.

$disclosures.get($!user.attribute01) 
© 2024 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. PM-03202025-5965509.1.1

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member 
SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.
© 2020 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All rights reserved.
CAR-0321-00866 5290982b

  NOT FDIC Insured    NO Bank Guarantee    MAY Lose Value
Investment and Insurance Products:

At Wells Fargo Advisors, we recognize the importance of 
excellent service and trusted investment advice. Contact us 
to learn more about our focus on helping clients achieve their 
financial goals.

We are pleased to announce

Mike Stein
Managing Director - Investments 
for being named as one of the 2022, 
Forbes, Best-in-State

Mike Stein
Managing Director - Investments

6075 Poplar Ave., Ste. 650 
Memphis, TN 38119 
Direct:  901-761-8151 
Toll Free:  866-556-1425 
 michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com 
www.mikesteinmemphis.com

  
The Forbes Best-in-State ranking algorithm is based on industry experience, 
interviews, compliance records, assets under management, revenue and other criteria  
by SHOOK Research, LLC, which does not receive compensation from the advisors or 
their firms in exchange for placement on a ranking.  Investment performance  is not a 
criterion.

The Platinum Council distinction is held by our financial advisors who have
demonstrated an ability to deliver exceptional service to their clients through 
well thought-out financial solutions. The Platinum Council Program has been 
the cornerstone for acknowledging these outstanding accomplishments.

The Platinum Council (previously known as Premier Advisor) distinction is held by 
a select group of Financial Advisors within Wells Fargo Advisors as measured by 
completion of educational components, business production based on the past year, 
and professionalism. Additional criteria, best practices and team structure, may 
also be used to determine recipients.

We are pleased to announce that Mike Stein, Managing Director – 
Investments is included in the 2023 Wells Fargo Advisors Platinum 
Council. This recognition serves as a reminder that we are committed 
to working every day toward the financial success of our clients.

We Congratulate 
Mike Stein for being named 
Platinum Council.
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The Platinum Council distinction is held by our financial advisors who have
demonstrated an ability to deliver exceptional service to their clients through 
well thought-out financial solutions. The Platinum Council Program has been 
the cornerstone for acknowledging these outstanding accomplishments.

The Platinum Council (previously known as Premier Advisor) distinction is held by 
a select group of Financial Advisors within Wells Fargo Advisors as measured by 
completion of educational components, business production based on the past year, 
and professionalism. Additional criteria, best practices and team structure, may 
also be used to determine recipients.

We are pleased to announce that Mike Stein, Managing Director – 
Investments is included in the 2023 Wells Fargo Advisors Platinum 
Council. This recognition serves as a reminder that we are committed 
to working every day toward the financial success of our clients.

We Congratulate 
Mike Stein for being named 
Platinum Council.
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Changing jobs, switching 
employers, or retiring? 
Don’t leave your 401(k) or 403(b) unattended

Investment and Insurance Products:
NOT FDIC Insured NO Bank Guarantee MAY Lose Value

Wells Fargo Advisors does not provide tax or legal advice. 

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing 
Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank 
affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. © 2020 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, 
LLC. All rights reserved. CAR-0720-04236

Mike Stein
Managing Director – Investments
6075 Poplar Ave
Memphis, TN 38119
Direct: (901) 761-8151
michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com
 

A little planning today can make all the difference 
tomorrow. We can help you design a distribution 
strategy aimed at preserving your savings and helping 
to ensure your income stream flows throughout your 
retirement.

Plan upstream towards steady 
income downstream

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, 
Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & 
Company.  © 2020 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All rights reserved. CAR-
0720-03330

Mike Stein
Managing Director – Investments
6075 Poplar Ave
Memphis, TN 38119
Direct: (901) 761-8151
michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com
ttps://home.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael.stein
 

Investment and Insurance Products:
NOT FDIC Insured MAY Lose ValueNO Bank Guarantee

Changing jobs, switching 
employers, or retiring? 
Don’t leave your 401(k) or 403(b) unattended
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Wells Fargo Advisors does not provide tax or legal advice. 

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing 
Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank 
affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. © 2020 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, 
LLC. All rights reserved. CAR-0720-04236

Mike Stein
Managing Director – Investments
6075 Poplar Ave
Memphis, TN 38119
Direct: (901) 761-8151
michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com
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1BR | 2BR | Penthouses
Utilities Included
See our floorplans
@ embassyaptsmemphis.com

505 South Perkins Rd. 
In the Heart of East Memphis

THE EMBASSY APARTMENTS
A  D A T T E L  R E A L T Y  P R O P E R T Y 

“Luxury and Location”

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
901-685-8020

During the week of June 10, 2024, 
French markets were rocked by a gov-
ernment bond sell-off after a strong 
showing by the far-right National Rally 
party in the European Union election. 
With polls suggesting the National Ral-
ly party may win a plurality of seats 
in the upcoming French parliamentary 
election, investors feared a promised so-
cial spending program – including a re-
duction of the minimum retirement age 
from 64 to 60 – would further strain the 
already struggling French economy.1 By 
contrast, when France raised the retire-
ment age from 62 to 64 in 2023, aim-
ing to strengthen the economy, workers 
took to the streets in protest.2

The French conflict over the retire-
ment age reflects a fundamental social 
and economic issue throughout the de-
veloped world. Put simply, the world 
population is getting older, which 
means the percentage of workers in the 
population who can drive the economy 
and support old age pension and health-
care programs is gradually diminishing.

The U.S. Social Security program is 
a prime example. In 1960, there were 
5.1 workers paying into the program for 
each beneficiary. In 2024, there are 2.7, 
projected to drop to 2.3 by 2040. Be-
cause of this demographic shift, Social 
Security no longer pays for itself and 
has been partially supported by trust 
fund reserves built up when there were 
more workers per beneficiary. The re-
serves are projected to run out in 2033, 
at which time program income would 
cover only 79% of scheduled benefits 
unless Congress takes action to increase 
funding.3

Medicare faces a similar challenge. 
The Hospital Insurance (HI) trust fund 
reserves, which help pay for Medicare 
Part A inpatient and hospital care bene-
fits, are projected to be depleted in 2036, 
at which time payroll taxes and other rev-
enue will pay only 89% of costs. Part B 
medical benefits and Part D prescription 
drug coverage are automatically balanced 
through premiums and revenue from the 
federal government’s general fund, but 
they will require an increasingly larger 
share of the federal budget unless eco-
nomic growth outpaces spending.4

Longer lives, fewer children
The shift to an older population is 

driven by two demographic trends: peo-
ple are living longer and having fewer 
children. One in six people in the world 
will be age 65 or older by 2050.5 The 
United States is already at that level, 
with more than 17% of the population 
age 65 or older in 2022, projected to 
reach almost 23% by 2050.6 Many oth-
er developed nations are even older. 
In 2022, the median age in the United 
States – the age at which half the pop-
ulation is older and half younger – was 
38.9, the highest on record.7 In 2021 
(most recent data), it was 48.4 in Japan, 
46.8 in Italy, 44.9 in Germany, and 41.6 
in France.8

The fertility rate – the average number 
of children born to each woman – has 
dropped throughout the world, due to a 
variety of factors including education, 
access to birth control, employment op-
portunities, and lifestyle choices. In the 
developed world, a fertility rate of about 
2.1 is considered the replacement rate at 
which a country’s population remains 

stable. (It is slightly higher in developing nations with higher mortality.) Most devel-
oped countries have been below replacement since the 1970s, so they have depended on 
immigration to maintain or grow population.9 The U.S. fertility rate was 1.62 in 2023.10 
Although fertility is higher in developing countries, it is dropping. Based on preliminary 
data, one academic study suggests that the global fertility rate may be near or below 
replacement for the first time in human history.11

Global Pension Spending
Many advanced economies devote a large share of gross domestic product (GDP) to 

government spending on old age and survivor benefits – and the share is likely to grow 
as the population continues to age.

Source: Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), 2023 (2019 data, 
includes non-cash benefits)

Challenges and solutions
Spending on programs for an aging population is already straining economies through-

out the world, and the economic pressure will increase as populations continue to age. 
The burden is not only the cost of the programs, but also the potential for lower produc-
tion and tax revenue from a workforce that is smaller in proportion to the total popula-
tion. This is likely to drive up government debt, and increased government borrowing, 
along with competition for a smaller pool of workers, may lead to higher inflation.12

So far, government programs to encourage couples to have more children have not 
had a significant impact, and there is no clear correlation between the fertility rate 
and child-care and housing costs, student debt, employment, religious beliefs, or local 
laws governing contraception and abortion. This suggests that the decision to have few-
er children is more deeply ingrained in fundamental lifestyle choices. For developed 
countries, immigration may continue to provide a larger workforce, but recent immi-
gration to developed nations has tended to be unskilled workers.13

The funding gap for government pension programs such as Social Security can be ad-
dressed by a combination of solutions that may be politically unpopular but are unlikely 
to derail the broader economy: higher retirement ages, increased payroll taxes, and 
means testing for wealthier beneficiaries.14 The larger question is how to keep growing 
the global economy. This may require increased worker productivity driven by new 
technologies and greater integration of older workers into the workforce.

U.S. worker productivity increased at an annual rate of 2.9% in the first quarter of 2024, 
well above the annual average since the end of World War II. If this trend continues, it could 
help balance some productivity lost as older people exit the workforce. Americans are al-
ready working longer – about one out of five of those age 65 and older were employed in 
2024, almost double the number in 1985.15 The long-term solution may require rethinking 
the traditional model of a career, with more opportunity for lifelong learning and late-life 
career development. Studies indicate that working longer may help prevent cognitive de-
cline, but it also could help balance the macroeconomic effects of global aging.16

Projections are based on current conditions, subject to change, and may not come 
to pass.

1) Bloomberg, June 16, 2024
2, 16) The New York Times, January 21, 2023
3) 2024 Social Security Trustees Report
4) 2024 Medicare Trustees Report
5, 8–9) United Nations World Population Prospects 2022
6–7) U.S. Census Bureau, 2023
10) National Center for Health Statistics, April 2024
11, 13) The Wall Street Journal, May 13, 2024
12) Bloomberg, May 21, 2024
14) Social Security Administration, September 27, 2023
15) U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2024
This information is not intended as tax, legal, investment, or retirement advice or recommendations, and 

it may not be relied on for the purpose of avoiding any federal tax penalties. You are encouraged to seek 
guidance from an independent tax or legal professional. The content is derived from sources believed to 
be accurate. Neither the information presented nor any opinion expressed constitutes a solicitation for the 
purchase or sale of any security. This material was written and prepared by Broadridge Advisor Solutions. © 
2024 Broadridge Financial Solutions, Inc.
Investment and Insurance Products are:
Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Federal Government Agency
Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of, or Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any Bank Affiliate
Subject to Investment Risks, Including Possible Loss of the Principal Amount Invested HW
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Jonathan Lee Biller

Born in Memphis, Tennessee, on Jan-
uary 7,1969, Jonathan Lee Biller passed 
away on August 31, 2024.

He leaves behind his mother, Mar-
garet C. Biller, his brother, Daniel H. 
Biller (Tara), sister Caroline Biller Ber-
nstein, and 5 beloved nieces and neph-
ews. Jonathan is predeceased by his fa-
ther, Stephen H. Biller.

Jonathan graduated from Christian 
Brothers High School, attended UT 
Knoxville, and the Memphis College of 
Art. While at the Penland School for the 
Arts, Jonathan fell in love with North 
Carolina, made it his home apprenticing 
with glass artist masters, and subsequent-
ly custom built his own hot shop enabling 
him to blow glass when assistance was 
not available. While continuing his art 

OBITUARIES
career, he found work pursing his hobby 
of landscaping and in construction.

Jonathan’s artistic creations reflect his 
love of the female form and animals. A 
close look at each piece reveals subtle 
messaging, self-portraits, and figures 
within the larger. He played with color, 
light and darkness.

Jonathan was a gentle, sweet, gen-
erous and courageous soul. He was an 
artist, talented creative, intelligent phi-
losopher, passionate music lover, ani-
mal whisperer and rescuer. Justice and 
fairness, passed down from his father, 
was paramount. He was charismatic and 
kind. He never met a stranger, lit up the 
room when he entered, and connect-
ed people. He had a natural way with 
children that was evident in his interac-
tions with his nieces and nephews while 
teaching art and glass blowing.

Jonathan collected and maintained 
lifelong friends. Friends in North Caro-
lina and beyond became his family. He 
was uninterested in status, class, race 
and creed. Life with Jonathan was filled 
with laughter, mischief and fun.

We will forever hear Jonathan’s voice 
and see his trademark smile.

Jonathan will be missed dearly. He 
would want you to celebrate his life and 
live courageously as he did. May his 
memory be a blessing.

In lieu of flowers, please send donations 
to the JONATHAN LEE BILLER FUND 
at Mitchell County Animal Rescue, PO 
Box 308, Spruce Pine, NC 28777. HW

Mark Cohen

Celebrating a life well lived, Mark 
Cohen was born on April 2, 1927, and 
died on September 3, 2024. While these 
are important dates, the most important 
are those in between.

He was born in Memphis to Lilly and 
Dan Cohen and lived most of his life 
here. Mark had an eventful childhood 
and eventually went to work for Nat Bu-
ring Packing Company. He was called 
to service in the Army and served in the 
101st Airborne Division. He was a ser-
geant when he returned home where his 
job was kept waiting for him.

Mark had a great love of sports, es-
pecially baseball. Nat Buring owned 
the Memphis Chicks baseball club, and 
Mark got his dream job as manager of 
the Russwood ballpark. In that capac-
ity he often got to practice and unoffi-
cially play with many famous players 
and would tell stories of “catching” for 
some of the greatest pitchers. He often 
regaled his family with stories of meet-

ing Jane Russell, Bud Abbott and Lou 
Costello, Rocky Marciano and a host of 
others who appeared there. He would 
also share how the police came to take 
him to his beloved ballpark the night of 
its historical fire. With the fire and the 
decision not to rebuild the ballpark, his 
dream job ended though he continued 
to work for the same company in both 
Memphis and New Orleans.

After retirement, he became an artist, 
and he and his wife opened Carousel 
Stained Glass.

Several of the pieces were displayed 
and sold at the Peabody and Mud Island. 
In later years, he enjoyed creating beauti-
ful mandala-like drawings, solving word 
and number puzzles, feeding the birds 
and working in the garden with Jo Ann, 
the love of his life and wife of 54 years, 
10 months and 2 days. To paraphrase a 
song, some days were tragic, but most 
were magic, but it was a good life all of 
the way. It was a life well lived.

Mark is preceded in death by his par-
ents, Anna Belle “Lilly” Morris Cohen 
Bouldin and Dan Cohen, brother Mau-
rice “Sunny” Edall, grandsons Daniel 
Lee and Patrick LoCoco.

He will be forever remembered by 
his loving wife, Jo Ann Cohen, sister 
Marilyn Cohen Lee, children Bart Co-
hen (Heidi), Karen White, Elise Cohen, 
Melanie LaBorde (Mark), Patricia Lee 
(Lonnie), Anita Stevenson (Doug), 13 
grandchildren, including Warren, Ben, 
Forrest, Mark, Matt, James, Adam, Kar-
en, Eric, Jacqueline, Isaac, Skye and 
Tristan, 10 great-grandchildren and two 
great-great grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests 
that donations be directed to St. Jude, 501 
St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105 or 
Nora’s Home 8300 El Rio St, Houston, 
TX 77054. HW

Diane Mednikow Greenberg

Howard Barry Spector

Diane Mednikow Greenberg passed 
away peacefully at the age of 87, on Au-
gust 1, 2024. Diane was born on Octo-
ber 3, 1936, in Chicago, Ill., to David 
and Dorothy Mednikow.

She moved to Memphis, Tenn., with 
her family at a young age. During high 
school, she shared her love of animals 
working as a horse-back riding instruc-
tor. She graduated from Central High 
School in 1954 and attended the Uni-
versity of Alabama.

She married Alfred Greenberg in 1959 
and stayed happily married for 62 years. 
They raised two children, Robin and 
Randy. Diane helped her husband with 
his construction company, Alfred Green-
berg Homes, serving as bookkeeper and 
design consultant. She loved working 

with children and became one of the first 
preschool teachers at the MJCC. After 
retiring from teaching, she worked part-
time at the Germantown Library.

Diane had a joie-de-vivre about her, 
even at a young age. She brought smiles 
to everyone’s faces and surrounded 
herself with friends and family. Diane 
loved drawing and painting, cheering 
on the Crimson Tide and attending mu-
sicals. She enjoyed traveling with her 
family.

Her favorite memories are of her fam-
ily gathering together to play games. She 
passed this love of playing games down 
to her children and grandchildren. She 
was so proud of being a grandmother 
and great-grandmother. She was always 
her grandchildren’s biggest cheerleader.

Diane is survived by her two chil-
dren, Robin Pohlman (Jeff) and Randy 
Greenberg (Derna), grandchildren An-
drew (Heather), Devon, Paola, Abby 
(Jimmy) and Alex, and great-grandchil-
dren Oliver, Evelyn and Sophie.

She is preceded in death by her par-
ents, David and Dorothy Mednikow, her 
siblings, Buddy Mednikow and Dawn 
Kay, and her husband, Alfred Greenberg.

Services to celebrate Diane Greenberg’s 
life were held on Sun., Aug. 4, 2024, at 
Temple Israel Chapel & Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contribu-
tions may be made to her favorite chari-
ties: Temple Israel, St. Jude or Imagina-
tion Library. HW

Howard Barry Spector died Saturday, 
August 31, 2024, at Baptist Reynolds 
Hospice House in Collierville. He was 
83 years old.

The son of the late Jean and Irving 
Spector, Howard was born and raised in 
Brooklyn, N.Y. and Stamford, Conn. He 
attended the University of Tennessee at 
Knoxville, where he met and married Joan 
Millen Spector. They moved to Memphis 
where they raised their family and lived 
happily until Joan’s passing in November 
of 2016. In time, Howard reconnected 
with and married his high school sweet-
heart, Sharon Sternlieb Spector.

A devoted husband, father, uncle, 
grandfather, brother and Tennessee Vol-
unteer, Howard worked diligently and 
tirelessly to support his family, travel-
ing extensively as a senior executive 

for Guardsmark, Inc. for more than 30 
years and worked in trips to Knoxville 
to cheer on his beloved Vols.

Howard always had a deep connection 
to Baron Hirsch Synagogue, and after his 
retirement he dove into volunteering – 
leading the charge to feed the homeless, 
heading up the security committee,  and 
serving on the board, along with attend-
ing classes and webinars, always striv-
ing to improve his knowledge and con-
nection. In 2018 Howard was honored 
to receive the Sam Abraham Memorial 
Member of the Year Award, in recogni-
tion of his achievements and dedication 
to the community and congregation.

Howard leaves behind his wife, 
Sharon Spector, his children and step-
children, Stephanie (Joel) Sklar of 
Memphis, and Frannie (Mark) Coplan 
of Atlanta, Karen (Lance Levy) Folb, 
Jeff (Debi) Folb and his grandchildren, 
Drew Sklar, Benjamin Sklar, Emily 
Levy, Hanna Levy and Drew Levy. He 
also leaves his sister, Barbara Angel of 
Bainbridge Island, Wash., nieces and 
nephews, Roxanne Angel, Claire Angel 
and Lance Odermat, Jacob and Kristi 
Angel, and many beloved great-nieces, 
great-nephews and cousins.

Services were held Tuesday, Septem-
ber 3, 2024, at the Sam Abraham Chapel 
in Baron Hirsch Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that 
contributions be made to Baron Hirsch 
Synagogue or to a charity of the donor’s 
choice. HW

DEADLINE FOR STORIES AND ADS
WEDNESDAY AT 5PM

WE ARE HAPPY TO ACCEPT YOUR 
STORIES IN ADVANCE.

MOVING?
Please let us know

before you go! It’s easy...
info@hebewwatchman.com

901.763.2215
PO Box 770846, Memphis, TN 38177-0846

Thanks for your cooperation.



PAGE 10    |    SEPTEMBER 12, 2024	 THE HEBREW WATCHMAN    |    hebrewwatchman.com

Torah Study and the Monks

ISRAEL INSIGHTS
National Priorities vs Personal Priorities

The Scribbler 
On the Roof

By Ted Roberts
The best of 
Ted’s work — 
a collection 
of stories 
designed to 
make you 
laugh and cry.

$10.95
AVAILABLE AT LULU.COM

COLUMBUS MARBLE WORKS
Designers and Builders

HIGHEST QUALITY MONUMENTS AND MARKERS
Associated and Identified with

JEWISH MEMORIALS
For Over 85 years 

in Memphis and the Mid-South area

For more information, call
Phone 1-800-647-1055

Enduring
Memorials

Located at 2481 Broad Avenue - Memphis
901.767.0026 - Locally owned by Paul West

Beautifully Crafted Cemetery Monuments
SERVING THE JEWISH COMMUNITY
OF MEMPHIS FOR OVER 20 YEARS

Visit us at WESTMEMORIALS.COM

This the most difficult column I have 
chosen to write. It is merely days after 
the IDF found in an underground tunnel 
in Gaza the bodies of six of our people, 
Hamas hostages, brutally murdered by 
their captors.

Funerals have already taken place, 
including that for 23-year-old Hersh 
Goldberg-Polin, z”l, a duel American 
Israeli citizen. His burial was in Jerusa-
lem where the family lives. Thousands 
attended. Readers are no doubt espe-
cially familiar with his story especially 
given the international advocacy on his 
behalf and for all the hostages by his 

parents, Jon Polin and Rachel Goldberg.
Meanwhile we try and go through our 

normal paces of life, albeit as I’ve often 
described my feelings these days, “with 
half a heart and half a head.”

We have had genuine joy in the past 
for the hostages and their families who 
have returned home either through 
agreements or “deals,” or daring rescue 
operations by the IDF and our security 
services following October 7, and there 
is deep pain for those that have been 
murdered or died in captivity. Now we 
pray for and work toward the return of 
the remaining hostages.

The anguish and pain are even greater 
for the six hostages most recently bru-
tally murdered, each shot in the back 
of the head, because Hamas terrorists 
realized that the IDF was closing in on 
them, perhaps a day or two away from 
another rescue operation.

At the same time, we feel another 
deep pain, a troubling one within our 
society: who is to blame?

The root cause, the blame if you choose, 
is the absolute evil and jihadist ideology 
of Hamas which, so violently and tragi-
cally came to the fore on October 7.

As I’ve stated before, there certainly 
were intelligence and operational fail-
ures within the security, military, and 
political establishment of Israel, indi-
vidually and collectively. Some reck-
oning in that regard has already taken 
place even in the throes of war, and 
more will come.

But the pain today in Israel has in-
tensified as it simultaneously has taken 
an added route. Many hostage families, 
opposition politicians, various media 
sources, and large numbers of good 
Israeli citizens have taken to blame 
specifically the Prime Minister and the 
Government for the deaths of the six 
hostages and others, as well as the con-
tinuation of the war.

Why? Because Israel has not made a 
ceasefire agreement. But agreements re-
quire two parties to agree. Can we truly 

have an agreement with Hamas, who 
demand that Israel withdraw all its forc-
es from Gaza including the Philadelphi 
Corridor so they can reposition, rearm, 
and possibly move hostages into Egypt 
and elsewhere?

I believe that our national priority at 
this moment is to remain in Gaza in-
cluding at the border with Egypt.

At the same time, I truly understand 
the personal priority of the hostage fam-
ilies and their efforts to seek the release 
of their loved ones.

These priorities are not now in synch, 
rather they are clashing in a very painful 
manner within Israeli society. And un-
fortunately, they are not being handled 
with sensitivity, sufficient understand-
ing, and open communication.

I do not see an immediate answer nor 
solution, and that also pains me.

I see misplaced international pressures 
on Israel, but insufficient pressures on 
other actors such as Iran, Qatar, and ulti-
mately Hamas. That I see as a necessity.

The alternative in Gaza, perhaps 
leading to a solution, might be an in-
ternational buffer and peace- keeping 
presence led by the United States with 
certain Europeans, plus the direct in-
volvement of the Islamic countries of 
the Abraham Accords particularly en-
gaged with the Palestinian people. The 
involvement of the UN must be averted 
in this instance.

Until strong, understanding and sensi-
tive leadership, both in Israel and in the 
international community, can work to-
ward a practical solution in Gaza, these 
national and personal priorities will 
continue to clash, painfully so.

Howard Weisband served as Assistant 
Executive Director (1975-77) and 
Executive Director (1977-84) of the 
Memphis Jewish Federation. Following 
Aliyah with his family in 1986, he 
served as Secretary General of the 
Jewish Agency for Israel through 1997, 
and then in other senior professional 
positions in Israel. Now retired, he and 
Kayla live in Jerusalem. He can be 
reached at hweisband@gmail.com HW

By Howard Weisband

Editor’s note: 
This story is being 

reprinted in memory 
of Ted Roberts in 

appreciation of his 
longtime service 
as a newspaper 

columnist.

Ted Roberts
We have two contrasting themes – 

neither perfect – that run through Juda-
ism. First is our worship of scholarship 
that comes from the sub-theme of Torah 
study. The highest calling – the schol-
ar. The Torah hochem, who dedicates 
his life to the exclusion of all other ac-
tivities to the study of G-d’s book. Can 
you see him in his rude home bent over 
a table, candle sputtering? Torah and 
Talmud open. It’s way past bedtime, but 
his eyes and mind are wide open to ad-
mit the light of the holy word. He may 

have missed supper, too. But he lives in 
a world with neither supper nor sleep. 
In the old world and even today in some 
corners of our 21st Century world, this 
is the ideal bridegroom that solicitous 
parents dreams of for Becky. Respect-
ed by all. Want to understand Judah’s 
behavior toward Tamar? Just ask your 
scholar, respected by all. The Christian 
parallel to this intellectual is the monk – 
withdrawn from a world of getting and 
spending.

Now, Judaism has another hero. Quite 
the opposite. Probably born of Chasid-
ic origins. He does not study the Holy 
Books. In fact he reads no book. He’d 
prefer whistling a rural tune and watch-
ing the clouds chasing each other. He 
may even be illiterate. But his heart is 
as pure as Elijah’s. Many pseudo-mid-
rashim flitter around him. For example, 
he’s the poor, dumb shepherd boy who 
whistles in Shul. The congregation is 
shocked until the Rabbi points out that 

we speak to G-d in many tongues – all 
of which G-d understands – including 
whistling.

The Christians, too, have this stereo-
type. A writer – a very famous writer – 
Anatole France tells the story of a jug-
gler who seeks shelter in a monastery for 
the winter. He observes, with frustration 
the monk’s contribution – the copying 
of holy manuscripts, stained glass win-
dows for churches. The lessor-skilled 
work the garden for both their fellow 
monks and the neighborhood poor. But 
what can this unskilled juggler do? His 
only skill – his best trick – is three or-
anges, two knives, and a grapefruit in 
continual motion. He rushes to the chap-
el. And in front of the Virgin Mary offers 
up his skill. The spectators are horrified 
until they see their sainted lady bend 
down and wipe the sweat off his brow. 
Oddly enough, a very Chasidic story ex-
cept for the object of the juggler’s ven-
eration. There are many similar stories 

of the pure-hearted, but unskilled wor-
shipper. I bet Anatole France had been 
reading Midrashim.

The syndicated humor of Ted, the Scrib-
bler on the roof, has appeared in newspa-
pers around the U.S., on National Public 
Radio, and numerous websites. HW

Please check out Jewish Scene Magazine and The Hebrew Watchman 
on Facebook • Instagram • JewishSceneMagazine.com • HebrewWatchman.com
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Rosh Hashanah Catering Menu

All items are by the half pan, and serve 10-15 people. Email orders to
byarbrough@memphisjewishhome.org, by Tuesday, September 17th.

Pickup will be on Wednesday, October 2nd from 11:00am-2:00pm.

Chicken Soup (1 qt.) ......$20

Sweet & Sour Meatballs ........................
        Topped with Pineapples

Honey Glazed Salmon ...........................
Roasted Turkey with Gravy ................
Sliced Pot Roast Beef ............................
        Topped with carrots, potatoes, and au jus

$65

$75
$65
$65

Appetizers

Entrees

Sweet Noodle Kugel
Roasted Mixed Vegetables
Garlic Sauteed Green Beans
Dill Baby Carrots

$35
$35
$35
$35

Chocolate Chip Cookies
      One Dozen

Chocolate Brownies
      One Dozen

Honey Cake
Challah Loaves

$15

$15

$15
$15

DessertsSides

SCAN HERE TO REGISTER

Learn more and register at
www.jccmemphis.org/PickleballPalooza

6560 Poplar Avenue, Memphis, TN 38138 
jccmemphis.org • (901) 761-0810

September 25–29, 2024
Tournaments, clinics, music, drinks, & more!

SCHEDULE of  EVENTS
Wednesday, September 25th

9:00–10:30am  Pickleball 101 Workshop
10:45–11:45am  Cardio Pickleball
** Dink Off Party Event **
5:30–9:00pm  Men’s Doubles Tournament

Thursday, September 26th

9:00–10:30am  Women’s Skill Workshop
10:30am–12:00pm  Pickleball Skills Challenge
12:00–1:00pm  Cardio Pickleball
2:00–3:30pm  Adaptive Pickleball Clinic
5:30–9:00pm  Women’s Doubles Tournament

Friday, September 27th

9:00–10:30am  Intermediate/Advanced Clinic
10:30am–12:00pm  Pickleball 101 Workshop
1:00–2:00pm  Cardio Pickleball
2:00–3:30pm  3 and Me Pickleball Clinic
3:30–5:00pm  4 and Me Pickleball Clinic

Saturday, September 28th

12:00–5:00pm  3 and Me Pickleball Clinic
** Free Play  **

Sunday, September 29th

9:00am–3:00pm  Mixed Doubles Medium Flight
10:00am–4:00pm  Mixed Doubles Top Flight
12:30–1:30pm  Youth Pickleball Clinic: Ages 7–9
1:30–2:30pm  Youth Pickleball Clinic: Ages 10–13
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  SARAH  FREEMAN

DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATE FOR
U. S. CONGRESS, TENNESSEE’S

DISTRICT 8

I am a devoted Democrat and Jewish supporter of the state of Israel. As we await a
resolution to the hostilities in Israel and Gaza, I believe that we should also
celebrate our diaspora, remembering that Judaism is not represented by one state or
nation but thrives in  communities around the world. We are a diverse and resilient
people with a long and too often tragic history. My growing family and I are proud
members of the extensive Jewish community in the Memphis area.

As a candidate for U.S. Congress, I am seeking to represent West Tennessee, to
heal this region by bringing more civility and understanding into our political
discourse and interactions and make the world a better place. I am a lifelong
educator who believes that many of our public schools need federal funding to assist
them when local and state governments fail.  The same is true of healthcare. With
new economic opportunities on the horizon, vocational education programs and
student loan debt forgiveness are crucial for a prosperous future. Social Security
must be protected!

Please support me.

VoteSarahFreeman.com 
Follow on Facebook & Instagram

@SarahFreeman4Congress
PAID FOR BY SARAHFREEMAN4CONGRESS

Fighting For:

Reproductive and Contraceptive Rights
Democracy and Voting Rights
Quality, Affordable, and Accessible Healthcare
Workers’ Rights
A Clean and Sustainable Environment
LGBTQ+ Rights
NATO and Our Allies
Quality Public Education
Our Military and Veterans
Common Sense Gun Laws 


