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‘Extremely Troubled’ by Allegations 12 UNRWA Staff Took 
Part in Oct. 7 Attack, U.S. Suspends Funding

There is still so much to be done to help the Israeli people, and Federation is here to 
help shine a light, provide resources and foster hope. Donate using the QR code. You 
can also send a message to our brothers and sisters in Shoham, our Israeli sister city 
by emailing shoham@jcpmemphis.org, and visit our office to pick up campaign yard 

signs, yahrzeit candles, We Stand with Israel bracelets, and blue ribbons. 

We Stand with Israel.

DON’T MISS AN ISSUE.
SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
ON PAGE 4.

(See Ambulances Page 3)

(JNS) – The United States is sus-
pending additional funding to the U.N. 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East temporarily 
as it reviews charges that 12 UNRWA 
employees took part in Hamas’s Oct. 7 
terror attack on Israel.

“The United States is extremely trou-
bled by the allegations,” stated Mat-
thew Miller, the U.S. State Department 
spokesman. Miller added that the United 
States is reviewing “the steps the United 
Nations is taking to address them.”

U.S. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken spoke with António Guterres, 
U.N. secretary-general, on Jan. 25 “to 
emphasize the necessity of a thorough 
and swift investigation of this matter,” 
Miller stated last Friday.

“We welcome the decision to con-
duct such an investigation and Secre-
tary General Guterres’s pledge to take 

decisive action to respond, should the 
allegations prove accurate,” Miller said. 
“We also welcome the U.N.’s announce-
ment of a ‘comprehensive and indepen-
dent’ review of UNRWA.”

“There must be complete accountabil-
ity for anyone who participated in the 
heinous attacks of Oct. 7,” Miller added.

Washington has also contacted the 
Israeli government “to seek more infor-
mation about these allegations” and has 
briefed members of Congress. “We will 
remain in close contact with the United 
Nations and government of Israel re-
garding this matter,” Miller said.

He added that UNRWA “plays a crit-
ical role in providing lifesaving assis-
tance to Palestinians, including essential 
food, medicine, shelter and other vital 
humanitarian support.”

UNRWA has long been accused of 
antisemitism, including that its teachers 

glorify Hamas’s Oct. 7 attack, that aid is 
passing through its hands to Hamas and 
that Hamas terrorists hide in its schools.

“The Israeli authorities have provid-
ed UNRWA with information about the 
alleged involvement of several UNRWA 
employees in the horrific attacks on Is-
rael on Oct. 7,” stated Philippe Lazzari-
ni, UNRWA commissioner-general.

“To protect the agency’s ability to 
deliver humanitarian assistance, I have 
taken the decision to immediately ter-
minate the contracts of these staff mem-
bers and launch an investigation in order 
to establish the truth without delay,” La-
zzarini said. “Any UNRWA employee 
who was involved in acts of terror will 
be held accountable, including through 
criminal prosecution.”

“UNRWA reiterates its condemna-
tion in the strongest possible terms of 
the abhorrent attacks of Oct. 7 and calls 

for the immediate and unconditional 
release of all Israeli hostages and their 
safe return to their families,” he add-
ed. “These shocking allegations come 
as more than 2 million people in Gaza 
depend on lifesaving assistance that the 
agency has been providing since the war 
began. Anyone who betrays the funda-
mental values of the United Nations also 
betrays those whom we serve in Gaza, 
across the region and elsewhere around 
the world.”

Rep. Chris Smith (R-N.J.), chair of 
the House Global Human Rights and 
International Organizations Subcom-
mittee, referred to the Biden adminis-
tration’s decision to suspend funding for 
UNRWA temporarily as “long overdue 
and still a feeble response to the mas-
sive and irrefutable evidence of UNR-

(See UNRWA Page 3)

CEO American Friends of Magen David Adom Catherine Reed and 
President, Samaritan’s Purse Rev. Franklin Graham at the dedication 
ceremony for 14 ambulances donated by the American Evangelical 
humanitarian aid organization. Credit: Eastside Studio

Fourteen Ambulances Donated to Israel by Samaritan’s Purse, 
U.S.-Based Evangelical Christian Humanitarian-Aid Organization, 
Dedicated By Magen David Adom

Jerusalem (January 23, 2024) – 
Just months after 14 of Magen David 
Adom’s ambulances were destroyed in 
the October 7 terrorist attacks on south-
ern Israel, replacement vehicles donat-

ed by Samaritan’s Purse, the American 
evangelical humanitarian-aid organi-
zation, were dedicated on Jan. 23 in a 
moving ceremony in Jerusalem.

For Magen David Adom (MDA), the 

ceremony also served to commemorate 
even more devastating losses the orga-
nization incurred during the terrorist at-
tacks, when four of MDA’s medics were 
killed while actively treating patients or 
en route to the scene in an ambulance. 
Another 15 MDA medics have subse-
quently been killed in the war, mostly 
while serving in roles as medics for the 
Israel Defense Forces.

Parked at the plaza at the National Li-
brary of Israel, each of the 14 ambulanc-
es was dedicated in memory of an MDA 
medic killed in action. One by one, the 
inscriptions on the ambulances were 
unveiled, as family and friends got the 
chance to see and touch their loved one’s 
memorial ambulance for the first time.

“I’ve had the opportunity to see for 
myself how the men and women of 
MDA are risking their lives for others 
when I visited several of the communi-
ties in Israel that were brutally attacked,” 
said Franklin Graham, the president and 
CEO of Samaritan’s Purse.

“At Samaritan’s Purse, we need to 

have the necessary equipment to do our 
work around the world, and MDA has to 
have the right equipment to do its work 
to save lives here in Israel. This is why 
we want to give MDA this gift to save 
lives,” he said. “It is an honor to dedicate 
these ambulances today, and I’m grateful 
for this opportunity to help MDA contin-
ue its heroic and exceptional work.”

In addition to the 14 ambulances ded-
icated today, Samaritan’s Purse is donat-
ing seven armored ambulances to MDA, 
which are still in production and will be 
dedicated sometime this spring.

MDA Director General, Eli Bin: “I 
thank the members of “Samaritan’s 
Purse” as well as their President Frank-
lin Graham, for their generous donation 
of ambulances, which will help save 
many lives across the State of Israel 
during routine and emergency times. 
We thank them for their further dona-
tions towards the sacred cause of saving 
lives.”
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My Teen Israel Experience

Rebecca Goldin at The Western Wall and in front of the Bhai Gardens in 
Haifa
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CATARACTSCOLOR BLINDNESS

By Rebecca Goldin
Rebecca overlooking Jerusalem

Israel is the land of milk and honey, 
but it’s also so much more. It’s full of 
life and music, mountains, and beauti-
ful views with so many diverse cultures 
and communities. The people of Israel 
all share one common thing, the land. 
The people have made their shared land 
their history and their home. They live 
quite different lives, yet they live so 
close together. Israel is a place where 
many diverse cultures and religions can 
call home. It is a place I’m truly glad to 
call my home away from home.

My most memorable experience from 
my trip was my first step off the plane 
and the magical feeling. I felt like I was 
walking into the land of my dreams. Just 
looking out the window was an experi-
ence. Another memorable moment was 
going to the Western Wall, which had 
been my dream since I was a little girl. I 
was so excited and visibly shaken when 
I was outside the Wall. It was beautiful 
looking up at the stones that were once 
the foundation of the Second Temple. 
The Wall holds a special place in my 
heart not just for its beauty but for its 
history and it is where my parents be-
came engaged.

The beauty of Israel is so vast; it is 
a small place but it’s full of so many 
wonders.

From the top of Masada to the Dead 
Sea, Israel’s beauty spreads wide and 
far. From the top of Masada, you can 
see the sun rise and reflect over the sea 
and breathe and feel the fresh air against 
your face and in the middle of it all is 
the Galilee area. The beauty of a natural 
waterfall is unmatched and feeling it fall 
on you and spray your skin is a feeling 
like no other. At the bottom of it all is 
the Dead Sea where floating is so effort-
less, and it feels like you’re flying. It is 
as if the world is your bed, and you are 
lying on top of it. From the top to the 
bottom, Israel is full of beauty.

Although Israel is full of so many dif-
ferent people and places, I felt a sense of 
belonging. I felt like I was related to ev-
eryone and everything around me with 
a special connection. The power of be-
longing is so strong that I almost didn’t 
want to leave. As a Jew I believe every-
one has a right to visit the land of Israel 
no matter what religion or background. 
It is an absolutely gorgeous land that 
should be shared with everyone.

Thank you to the Memphis Jewish Fed-
eration’s Lemsky Endowment Fund for 
making my BBYO Israel trip possible.

Rebecca Goldin, daughter of Nadine 
and Joshua Goldin, is a senior at 
Houston High School. Memphis Jewish 

Federation’s Lemsky Endowment 
Fund provided her with a Teen Israel 
Experience grant to offset the costs of 
her BBYO Israel Journey program. All 
rising juniors and seniors are eligible 
for grants of up to $3,000 to attend a 
recognized teen summer or semester 
program in Israel. Teen Israel Experience 
applications for Summer 2024 are 
open and available at jcpmemphis.org/
lemsky-endowment-fund.

Note: This essay was written before 
the horrific events of October 7. HW

Harvard Employee 
Emails Student, Seeks 
‘Debate’ on 9/11 
Conspiracy Theories

(JNS) – Shabbos Kestenbaum, a Har-
vard University student who has filed a 
lawsuit with other students against the 
academic institution, says that he re-
ceived antisemitic harassment from a 
Harvard employee.

Gustavo Espada, a 1996 graduate 
who works as the financial and systems 
coordinator for Harvard’s Department 
of East Asian Languages and Civiliza-
tions, sent Kestenbaum an email on Jan. 
25 with an invitation to debate the “Is-
raeli role in 9/11.”

Espada wrote, “I invite you to debate 
me today at the Cambridge Street over-
pass 12-1, don’t miss it!” He warned 
that failure to attend would result in “a 
puppet or potted plant to represent you!”

The systems coordinator wrote a post-
script, stating, “Stop saying I hate Jews 
unless that is something you want. I hate 
Israel and Zionism with a passion, and 
you know full well they are two differ-
ent things.”

Kestenbaum told “The Daily Wire,” 
“It would stand to reason that someone 
this hateful would have attended, and 
continue to work, at Harvard.”

He added that the school “has yet to 
introduce or enforce a concrete plan of 
action pertaining to their dismantling of 
antisemitism on campus.” HW
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The MJCC Larisa and Ben Baer 
Senior Adult Club Happenings
Lunch is Monday–Friday at 11:30 a.m. All programs start at 12:15 p.m.

Monday, February 5
Speaker: Rabbi Abe Schacter-Gam-

pel, Director for the Center of Jewish 
Life and Learning. 

Topic: The Story of a Zionist Hero!
Rabbi Abe’s talks are always enjoyed 

by a wide range of seniors. Come and 
enjoy the lunch and hear Rabbi Abe af-
terward!

Wednesday, February 7
Field Trip
Baron Hirsch Synagogue Big 

Monthly Luncheon
This will be the second time the 

MJCC Seniors will join Baron Hirsch 
for this event.

Attendees must make a reservation 
by Wednesday, January 31, by all the 
Baron Hirsch office at 901-683-7485. 
MJCC seniors will go to and from on 
the Center bus.

Monday, February 12
Team Trivial Pursuit
As before we will split the room into 

teams and see who the champions of 
Trivia are! Questions come from the 
Authorized Edition of Trivial Pursuit, 
most of which are from their Boomer 
Edition. Come test your knowledge.

Wednesday, February 14
Speaker: Rabbi Sarit Horwitz, 

Beth Sholom Synagogue
Topic: The Poetry of Yehudah Am-

chgi
Seniors always look forward to Rabbi 

Sarit’s talks. An open question and an-
swer session will follow.

Office 901.682.1868 • Cell 901.483.0546
shelrose@memphisrelocate.com

Sheldon Rosengarten,
Broker

When you want the job DONE, 
call Shel-DONE!

UPDATED & $414,900
New on market and being sold AS IS due to being sold by an estate. 
Renovated Baths, including HUGE Double Walk-In Shower in Primary 
BR DOWN! 20x17 Playroom/4th BR! Kitchen w/Granite, Stainless, Dbl 
Convections and 35 Cabinets! 20x14 Sun/Florida Room! You might 
want to repaint, etc but there is nothing but upside potential here! 

2500sf. 7384 Cornuta Lane. And, remember…

Hugh will move YOU!

Hugh Mallory,
Affiliate Broker 

Cell 901.497.9756
hmallory@m-brealtors.com

Cape Cod in Germantown

Please join us from Monday through Friday for a delicious kosher lunch from the 
kitchens at the Memphis Jewish Home. The cost is only $2 for seniors. Reservations 
are required the day before by 1 p.m. by contacting Adult Services Coordinator Steve 
Kaplan at 901-259-9220 or stevekaplan@jccmemphis.org, or by calling the front desk 
at 901-761-0810. HW

Jordanna and Brandon Denson of 
Sandy Springs Ga., are the proud par-
ents of a son, Raphael Kisber Denson, 
born on January 20, 2024.

Grandparents are Jolie and Michael 
Kisber and great-grandmother Janet 
Kisber, all of Memphis.

Welcoming them home are brothers, 
Solomon Jonah and Jeremy Reuben. HW

Birth

Ambulances...
(Continued From Page 1)

WA’s extensive and long-term conniv-
ance, complicity, and even cooperation 
in Hamas’s terror campaign.”

“When faced with the mountain of 
information, president [Donald] Trump 
suspended all U.S. funding to UNRWA, 
but tragically, the Biden administration 
resumed support for UNRWA,” Smith 
stated. “Now, in view of public pressure 
motivated by explosive new evidence 
of UNRWA’s involvement in the Oct. 7 
terror attack, the Biden administration 
has announced a review of the limited 
allegations relating to Oct. 7.”

“That’s totally insufficient,” he add-
ed. “What we need is a comprehensive, 
fact-based approach to UNRWA that 
stops all funding and conditions future 
funding on a complete head-to-toe re-
form and restructuring of UNRWA.”

Cesspool of antisemitic hate
Pastor John Hagee, founder and 

chairman of Christians United for Isra-
el, stated that he is “appalled, but I am 
not surprised.”

“The U.N. is a cesspool of anti-Israel 
hatred, and UNRWA is one of the pri-
mary [organizations] associated with 
normalizing and institutionalizing in-
ternational antisemitism,” he added. 
“Reinstating funding for UNRWA was 
a mistake. We knew UNRWA was com-
plicit in Hamas’s antisemitic indoctrina-
tion of generations of Gazans, but it’s 
clear they’ve taken the next logical step: 
joining Hamas’s terrorist ranks.”

“While we welcome the decision to 
stop funding UNRWA, the Biden ad-
ministration should make this tempo-
rary pause permanent,” added Sandra 
Parker, chair of CUFI Action Fund.

“Unfortunately, the State Depart-
ment’s action in this context is typical of 
their too little, too late approach to the 
Middle East. No U.S. taxpayer dollars 
should’ve been flowing to UNRWA, just 
as no sanctions relief should’ve been 
provided [to] Iran,” Parker added. “I’d 
love to believe the Biden administration 
has learned its lesson, but how much 
time do we really believe will pass be-
fore the White House turns the spigot 
back on?”

Mark Mellman, president and CEO 
of the Democratic Majority for Israel, 
welcomed the State Department’s an-
nouncement.

“U.N. employees are required to be 
neutral in politics and to avoid crimi-
nal activity. UNRWA and its employ-
ees have long violated those principles. 
That UNRWA employees actively par-
ticipated in savage terrorism is a deplor-
able and permanent stain on the U.N. 
and on UNRWA,” Mellman said. “Pro-
viding humanitarian aid to Palestinians 
is a vital objective, but it must be done 
in a way that doesn’t support terrorism.”

Democratic Majority for Israel has 
called regularly for UNRWA, which 
“has long incited hatred and violence,” 
to be reformed.

“Through its statements and actions, 
UNRWA has become a serious obstacle 
to peace. We now find that its employ-
ees also participate in mass murder, tor-
ture, and kidnapping. Donors must in-
sist on a complete overhaul and reform 
of UNRWA,” Mellman said. “We urge 
the administration to make the current 
pause the beginning of that root-and-
branch remaking of this agency which 
is badly off track.” HW

UNRWA...
(Continued From Page 1)

“At a time when the Israeli people – 
and Jews around the world – are feeling 
alone, this donation is so meaningful,” 
said Catherine L. Reed, CEO of Amer-
ican Friends of Magen David Adom, 
MDA’s U.S.-based marketing and de-
velopment arm. “It’s a testament to the 
fact that amid all the protests and the 
increase in anti-Semitism, the people of 
Israel and the worldwide Jewish com-
munity have friends they can count on.”

Rev. Graham in November first an-
nounced that Samaritan’s Purse would 
donate 21 ambulances, including the 14 
dedicated in the day’s ceremony, after 
seeing the devastation that occurred in 
Kibbutz Be’eri, a cooperative commu-
nity near the Gaza border, in which 100 
residents were brutally murdered by 
Hamas terrorists.

For more information, visit 
samaritanspurse.org and afmda.org HW
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Unprecedented Demographic Report on Holocaust Survivors 
Indicates Approximately 245,000 Jewish Survivors Alive Globally
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On January 23, 2024, the Conference 
on Jewish Material Claims Against Ger-
many (Claims Conference) released the 
Global Demographic Report on Jewish 
Holocaust Survivors, a demographic 
study on Jewish Holocaust survivors 
living around the world. The study re-
veals approximately 245,000 Holocaust 
survivors are still living across more 
than 90 countries.

“The data we have amassed, not only 
tells us how many and where survivors 
are, it clearly indicates that most survi-
vors are at a period of life where their 
need for care and services is growing,” 
said Gideon Taylor, president of the 
Claims Conference. “Now is the time 
to double down on our attention on this 
waning population. Now is when they 
need us the most.”

Since its founding in 1951, the Claims 
Conference has been dedicated to secur-
ing a measure of justice for Jewish sur-
vivors of the Holocaust. As a result of 
ongoing negotiations with the German 
government, the Claims Conference has 
achieved and administers several com-
pensation programs that provide direct 
payments to survivors globally, pro-
vides grants to over 300 social service 
agencies worldwide and ensures survi-
vors receive much-needed services such 
as home care, food, medicine, transpor-
tation and socialization.

The facilitation of these programs, 
funding and services has led to a global 
compilation of information on Jewish 
Holocaust survivors. This information, 
while not the only resource, served as a 
foundation of the Global Demographic 
Report on Jewish Holocaust Survivors. 
The report summarizes data on the de-
mographic composition of Jewish Ho-
locaust survivors worldwide, outlining 
country of birth as well as current coun-
try of residence, age, sex and what per-
centage of survivors are receiving vari-
ous compensations and services.

“This report are interesting, but it is 
also important to look past the numbers 
to see the individuals they represent,” 
said Greg Schneider, executive vice 
president of the Claims Conference. 
“These are Jews who were born into 
a world that wanted to see them mur-
dered. They endured the atrocities of 
the Holocaust in their youth and were 
forced to rebuild an entire life out of 
the ashes of the camps and ghettos that 
ended their families and communities. 
The data forces us to accept the reality 
that Holocaust survivors won’t be with 
us forever, indeed, we have already lost 
most survivors.”

The Global Demographic Report 
on Jewish Holocaust Survivors iden-
tifies survivors living in more than 90 
countries. Nearly half (49 percent) of 
all Jewish Holocaust survivors live in 
Israel, with an additional 18 percent in 
North America and 18 percent in West-
ern Europe. At the time of publication, 
the median age of survivors is 86; ages 
range from 77 years to over 100, with 
birthdates reaching back as far as 1912.

Holocaust survivor, Reha Bennica-
sa, daughter of Rose Girone, the oldest 
living Holocaust survivor in the world 
said, “As a survivor and daughter of a 
survivor, I cannot stress enough how 
important it is to share our testimonies. 
Personally, I am pleased that my moth-
er has reached 112 years of age, and to 
learn that she is the oldest Holocaust 
survivor. My mother and I survived 
German and then Japanese oppression. 
Her strength throughout this horror and 
in all other facets of her life are amaz-
ing. She is a wonderful example to me 
and, hopefully, to the world. Given the 
declining survivor population and the 
rise in antisemitism, we need to encour-
age the world to learn about our collec-
tive history so that the Holocaust will 
never happen again.”

“I would like to express my heart-

felt gratitude to the Claims Conference 
for compiling this crucial report about 
Holocaust survivors today,” said Dani 
Dayan, Yad Vashem chairman. “This 
demographic study is a warning to me, 
highlighting the current demographic 
state of Holocaust survivors globally. It 
underlines the urgency of our work to 
continue gathering and researching the 
testimonies and names of these remark-
able individuals before the survivor 
generation disappears. May their pres-
ence continue to strengthen our resolve 
to shape a better future.”

In terms of compensation and ser-
vices, nearly half (40 percent) of Ho-
locaust survivors worldwide – all of 
whom receive, have received or qualify 
for Holocaust-related compensation –  
are provided social welfare services that 
are subsidized by the Claims Confer-
ence. About 17 percent of these survi-
vors receive Claims Conference’s Arti-
cle 2 and Central and Eastern European 
Fund (CEEF) – programs established to 
provide monthly “pension” payments 
for survivors who were incarcerated in 
camps, ghettos or who lived in hiding 
or under false identity – and nearly two-
thirds (62 percent) have received at least 
one payment under the Hardship Fund 
Supplemental Payment program, a pay-
ment for survivors who do not receive a 
monthly pension payment through one 
of the other programs.

“This clear and comprehensive report 
highlights important data analysis across 
many disparate compensation and social 
welfare programs as only the Claims 
Conference can do,” said Michael Ber-
enbaum, Distinguished Professor of 
Jewish Studies at American Jewish Uni-
versity. “It also demonstrates that even 
as the number of survivors decreases 
day by day, the needs of those who are 
still alive only increases. At the same 
time, it illustrates that we have many 
countries with only a handful of these 
extraordinary individuals still gracing 
our world, underscoring the urgency of 
learning from their survival and resil-
ience. This is it, this is our last chance to 
recognize them, to celebrate them and to 
learn from them. We should all be ask-
ing ourselves what we are doing to make 
that happen before it is too late.”

Key Findings
Claims Conference Global Demo-

graphic Report on Jewish Holocaust 
Survivors key findings include:

• There are an estimated 245,000 Jew-
ish Holocaust survivors globally, living 
across more than 90 countries.

• Nearly half (49 percent) of all sur-
vivors reside in Israel; 18 percent reside 
in Western Europe and 18 percent reside 
in North America, with 16 percent of 
all survivors worldwide residing in the 
United States. Approximately 12 per-
cent reside in countries of the former 
Soviet Union (FSU).

• The median age of Jewish Holocaust 
survivors is 86. The population of sur-
vivors at the time of this report ranges 
in age from 77 to over 100 years of age 
and are born between the years of 1912 
and 1946.

• The majority of Jewish Holocaust 
survivors (95 percent) are “child survi-
vors” who were born between 1928 and 
1946.

• 20 percent of Jewish Holocaust sur-
vivors are over the age of 90. This is a 
period of life characterized by an in-
creased need for care and services.

• The majority of Jewish Holocaust 
survivors are female (61 percent) as only 
39 percent of the population are male.

• Nearly 40 percent of survivors 
receive monthly payments through 

Claims Conference programs negotiat-
ed with Germany, while the remaining 
population are eligible for one-time or 
annual payments.

• Forty percent of survivors are cur-
rently receiving or have received in 
the past year social welfare services 
provided by over 300 agencies that re-
ceive grants administered by the Claims 
Conference. Services include homecare, 
food, medicine, transportation social-
ization and other services specific to the 
individual needs of survivors.

To read the demographic report in its 
entirety, please visit: www.Claimscon.
org/demographics

Research Methodology
Over 70 years, the Claims Confer-

ence has established an unprecedented 
worldwide database of Jewish Holocaust 
survivors. As a result of compensation 
programs and social welfare services 
facilitated by the Claims Conference, 
most survivors are known. The newly 
negotiated Hardship Fund Supplemental 
payments have been instrumental in es-
tablishing updated information for sur-
vivors globally who had received one-
time payments in the past but have not 
had ongoing communication with the 
Claims Conference. For those survivors 
who did not respond to outreach efforts, 
LexisNexis searches were conducted.

Additionally, Claims Conference data 
were combined with published reports 
on the number of survivors who receive 
compensation from sources that are ad-
ministered by the governments of Israel, 
Germany and Austria. Together these 
sources of data provide a comprehen-
sive assessment of the current popula-
tion of known Holocaust survivors.

Despite all efforts to locate survivors, 
there are those who may choose not to 
be identified. While new applications 
for compensation continue to be sub-
mitted, they are few in number (<0.1% 
of the total population) and would not 
change the overall landscape of the sur-
vivor population, notably given that new 
cases unfortunately are offset by deaths. 
The Claims Conference will continue to 
reach out to all who can be identified.

The full methodological notes for 
this demographic study can be found on 
pages 25 through 27 of the report.

About the Claims Conference: The 
Conference on Jewish Material Claims 
Against Germany (Claims Conference), 
a nonprofit organization with offices in 
New York, Israel, Germany and Austria, 
secures material compensation for Ho-
locaust survivors around the world. 
Founded in 1951 by representatives of 
23 major international Jewish organiza-
tions, the Claims Conference negotiates 
for and disburses funds to individuals 
and organizations and seeks the return 
of Jewish property stolen during the Ho-
locaust. As a result of negotiations with 
the Claims Conference since 1952, the 
German government has paid more than 
$90 billion in indemnification to indi-
viduals for suffering and losses result-
ing from persecution by the Nazis. In 
2023, the Claims Conference distribut-
ed over $560 million in compensation to 
over 200,000 survivors in 83 countries 
and allocate over $750 million in grants 
to over 300 social service agencies 
worldwide that provide vital services 
for Holocaust survivors, such as home 
care, food and medicine. For 2024, the 
Claims Conference successfully nego-
tiated approximately $535 million in 
compensation for survivors globally and 
$888 million for survivors’ home health 
care needs.

For more information, please visit: 
www.claimscon.org HW



 hebrewwatchman.com    |     THE HEBREW WATCHMAN 	 FEBRUARY 1, 2024    |     PAGE 5

Watch Them Thrive with In-Home Care
The specially trained caregivers at Comfort Keepers pro-
vide meaningful, in-home care so seniors can live inde-
pendently. From providing companionship to caring for 
those with dementia, we’re here to help your loved one 
thrive and give you peace of mind.

In-Home
Care Services

• Personal care

• Companionship and 
   housekeeping

• Dementia and 
   Alzheimer’s care

• Respite care

• Safety solutions

901-207-8209
Home + Life + Care | ComfortKeepers.com

Comfort Keepers of the Mid-South, 5668 S Rex Rd #200, Memphis, Tennessee 38119

© 2022 CK Franchising, Inc. An international network where most offices are independently owned and operated.

Camp Scholarship Application Now 

Online! 

jcpmemphis.org/what-we-do/scholarships 

 Camp scholarship applications

DUE 

February 14. 2024 

Jewish camp scholarships are available to rising 4th grade students 
through 12th grade students who will be attending Jewish overnight 

camps under Jewish auspices. 

For more information contact Carolyn Pruitt at 
cpruitt@jcpmemphis.org or (901)-767-7100. 

Jewish Community Organizations Collectively Release Climate 
Action Plans on Tu B’Shvat

This Tu B’Shvat marks a major mile-
stone for Adamah’s Jewish Climate 
Leadership Coalition. Since launching 
with 20 founding partners in Septem-
ber 2022, the Coalition has doubled its 
first year, now engaging 280 Jewish 
organizations in climate action. Coali-
tion members come from across North 
America and beyond, including federa-
tions, JCCs, day schools, camps, Hillels, 
rabbinical schools, social service agen-
cies, congregations, and many more.

Coalition members collectively re-
leased their climate action plans on Tu 
B’Shvat, the new year of the trees ac-
cording to the Jewish calendar. These 
plans record climate action taken to date 
and set goals for the coming year. Ad-
amah’s Climate Action team supports 
members in articulating and achieving 
their plans through weekly office hours, 
monthly webinars, quarterly communi-
ties of practice, and financing through 
the Adamah Climate Action Fund.

The Jewish Climate Leadership Co-
alition represents an unprecedented 

environmental mobilization across the 
Jewish world, empowering Jewish lead-
ers and organizations to respond to the 
climate crisis. Thanks to Coalition part-
ners, the organization now has import-
ant data reflecting both individual and 
aggregate successes, challenges, and 
lessons learned as Jewish communities 
everywhere reduce emissions and multi-
ply the impact by engaging networks to 
undertake climate action alongside them.

Data points pulled from this year’s col-
lective Climate Action Plan submissions:

• 4,900+ kW of renewable energy in-
frastructure has already been installed at 
Jewish community organizations

• 67,000+ community members were 
engaged in climate-focused program-
ming in 2023

• 97% of Coalition members with fa-
cilities that have reduced emissions in 
their buildings, or plan to do so next year

• 61% of Coalition members are tak-
ing steps to electrify their facilities

• 89% of organizations that serve food 
made sure to offer a plant-based option 

last year
The group is also celebrating that in 

2023, Adamah’s Climate Action Fund 
distributed

$450,000 in matching grants and in-
terest-free loans to 16 American Jewish 
organizations, leveraging three-times 
that amount in government and private 
funding in order to build over $2 million 
in new sustainable infrastructure proj-
ects that will reduce emissions by over 
900 metric tons each year and result in 
over $410,000 annual savings – almost 
a one-year payback horizon.

“The exponential growth and im-
mediate impact of the Jewish Climate 
Leadership Coalition has far exceeded 
our expectations,” said Adamah CEO 
Jakir Manela. “Thanks to our founding 
partners, our outstanding climate action 
team, our members, and our climate ac-
tion fund, we have quickly established 
consensus on this issue across hundreds 
of Jewish communities. This powerful 
communal response represents an in-
flection point, building a new pillar of 

Jewish life grounded in the most ancient 
Jewish wisdom: that Adam and Adamah 
– people and planet – are one.”

Cumulatively, these Climate Action 
Plans are both telling the story of the 
slow and steady work that has been hap-
pening at Jewish community institutions 
over the last many years, as well as how 
Jewish organizations are identifying and 
deepening their climate action priorities 
for the year ahead.

“The story being revealed through 
these Climate Action Plans is one of 
commitment, progress, and hope,” said 
Adamah Deputy Climate Action Di-
rector Liore Milgrom Gartner. “We are 
seeing the myriad of ways that Jewish 
community organizations in the Coali-
tion are setting ambitious but attainable 
climate action goals, both to reduce 
institutional greenhouse gas emissions 
and to expand our collective impact by 
engaging our networks to undertake cli-
mate action alongside us.”

Visit adamah.org/coalition to learn 
more. HW

Hamas Banks Up to $12 Million a 
Month Through Online Donations

(JNS) – Hamas has been receiving $8 
million-$12 million per month through 
online donations since its bloody Oct. 7 
assault on Israel, “Bloomberg” reported 
last Wednesday.

The funding, mostly from organiza-
tions posing as charities to assist Gaza 
civilians, represents a “multi-fold in-
crease” over what the terrorist group 
was getting before the massacre, offi-
cials at the National Bureau for Counter 
Terror Financing of Israel told the news 
agency.

Washington is aware of the online 
donations and is assisting Jerusalem in 
halting what Hamas political bureau 
chief Ismail Haniyeh called in a speech 
earlier this month “financial jihad,” a se-
nior U.S. official said.

Since Oct. 7, the U.S. Department of 
the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets 
Control has imposed four rounds of fi-
nancial sanctions on Hamas.

Israel and the United States are part 
of a 16-member task force established 
since the start of the war to counter 
fundraising by the Gaza-based terrorist 
group, which includes Canada, Germa-
ny, the Netherlands and the U.K.

“There is no question that there is a 
sharp increase in legitimate and illegit-
imate charitable giving to Palestinians 
in wake of the Gaza hostilities,” Mat-
thew Levitt, a fellow at the Washing-
ton Institute for Near East Policy, told 
“Bloomberg.”

“An uptick in the interest to donate 
gives increased cover for Hamas. I’ve 
seen charities that were previously des-
ignated [for sanctions] by the U.S. pop-
ping up, some under new names, but 
there are also lots of new ones,” the an-

alyst continued.
Additionally, Hamas has been receiv-

ing around $30 million a month from 
its patron, Qatar, with Israeli approval, 
along with funds from the Palestinian 
Authority and local tax revenues. Ac-
cording to Israeli intelligence, Iran gives 
more than $100 million for Hamas’s 
“military.” Other income streams come 
from foreign investments and dona-
tions. HW

The IDF found more than $1 million in the home of a senior Hamas 
terrorist in Judea and Samaria in December. Credit: Israeli Defense 
Ministry.
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Hungry Jordanians Flock to New 
‘October 7’ Restaurant

King Abdullah II of Jordan. Credit: Gevorg Ghazaryan/Shutterstock.

Windows • Doors • Siding

MICHAEL LURIE
WINDOW WORLD OF MEMPHIS

4899 Summer Ave. Suite 104
Memphis, TN 38122

WindowWorldMemphis.com

memphis@windowworld.com 

mobile: 901-233-2921
o�ce: 901-684-6670

MEDICARE SPECIALIST
STEVE BAER

901 .237.4207   |    stevenfbaer@gmai l .com

n Check if your current   
 rate is competitive
n	 Help with people aging 
 in to Medicare
n	 Licensed with all of the 
 major carriers

   As always . . . 
Your long term care, life and annuity specialist

Proudly serving the Memphis community for more than 30 years. 

5068 Park Ave Memphis, TN 38117 
901.866.2447 • rickiscookies.com

Call Ahead for Special Orders

Cookies, Cakes, Challah, Brownies, Tins and more.
Handmade Pizza Every Tuesday.
Now offering New Yorker Bagels

901.300.3938
Available 24/7 Licensed Insured Bonded

mistertree.com

Special Olympics February Polar 
Bear Plunge 

David Ross takes the plunge in 2023.
For the 15th consecutive year, David 

Ross will be participating in the Spe-
cial Olympics Polar Bear Plunge. The 
event will be on Saturday, February 17 
on the grounds of the Simmons Bank 
Liberty Bowl. Funds will be used to 
support programs such as the King 
Pins Bowling League founded in 1999 
by David and Jane, o.b.m. The league 
gives the opportunity for athletes with 
intellectual disabilities to participate 
in a sport and also enjoy social inter-
action with their friends. The athletes 
bowl each Monday afternoon through 

May 6.
If you would like to support David, 

you may do so at his website: www.
classy.org/fundraiser/5148236. Or a 
check can be made to Special Olympics 
and mailed to David at 985 Village Oak 
Cove, Memphis TN 38120.

David and Rose are also looking 
for volunteers, either high school stu-
dents or adults (especially those that 
have retired) who would like to attend 
and cheer on the athletes. If interested, 
please call David at 901-483-4017 or 
email davidross5147@gmail.com. HW

By Charles Bybelezer
(JNS) – A new eatery in Jordan that 

celebrates Hamas’s massacre of 1,200 
people in Israel has gone viral on social 
media, eliciting praise in Arab circles.

According to Jordanian media, the 
“October 7” restaurant opened in Karak 
Governorate, located southwest of the 
capital Amman, offering pizza and two 
types of shawarma to hungry Jordanians.

Video posted online showed eager 
diners lining up outside.

One social media user noted that the 
“Gosta Coffee” shop in the Jordanian 
city of Zarka serves up a drink coined 
“Hola Gosta,” an homage to the Nazi 
genocide.

“The disgraceful glorification of Oc-
tober 7th has to stop. The incitement and 
hatred against Israel breed the terrorism 
and extremism which led to the brutal 
massacre,” Israeli opposition leader Yair 
Lapid said last Thursday.

In an interview with CNN in October, 
Queen Rania of Jordan, who is of Pal-
estinian descent, cast doubt on Hamas’s 
atrocities, including beheadings of chil-
dren, and accused the world of a “dou-
ble standard” on Palestinian deaths in 
Gaza.

A recent survey of 8,000 Arabs across 
16 Middle East and North African na-
tions, including Jordan, showed over-
whelming support for Hamas’s Oct. 7 
massacre. Around two-thirds of respon-
dents said the terror attacks in south-
ern Israel were a “legitimate resistance 
operation;” 19% said that the massacre 

was a “somewhat flawed but legitimate 
resistance operation.”

The massacre received the highest 
support in Libya, Jordan, Tunisia, Mo-
rocco and among Palestinians, with a 
staggering 0% of Judea and Samaria 
residents agreeing that the atrocities of 
Oct. 7, which also included beheadings, 
rape and other sexual offenses, were il-
legitimate.

Hamas last Sunday released a state-
ment denying its members committed 
atrocities on Oct. 7.

“Avoiding harm to civilians, especial-
ly children, women and elderly people, 
is a religious and moral commitment by 
all the Al-Qassam Brigades’ fighters,” 
Hamas stated in the 16-page document, 
claiming it only targeted Israeli mili-
tary sites. (The Al-Qassam Brigades is 
Hamas’s so-called military wing.)

“We reiterate that the Palestinian re-
sistance was fully disciplined and com-
mitted to the Islamic values during the 
operation and that the Palestinian fight-
ers only targeted the occupation soldiers 
and those who carried weapons against 
our people,” it added, saying that its 
members were “keen to avoid harming 
civilians” and that any such targeting 
was by accident.

The denial is a complete reversal for 
the terrorist group and a total disavow-
al of its own footage; it had supplied 
GoPro cameras to its operatives so that 
they could capture their horrific deeds 
on that day for posterity. HW

Have a Simcha?
share with The Hebrew Watchman readers 

901.763.2215
info@hebrewwatchman.com
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State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

David J Ross, Agent
8317 Cordova Road, Suite 101
Cordova, TN  38016
Bus: 901-795-9067
www.davidjross.net

1028 Cresthaven, #206
Memphis, TN 38119 901-495-2217|

TRUST RICK BAER REALTY.

TRUST THE EXPERTS IN
THE MEMPHIS MARKET.

Whether you’re buying your first home or dream home, looking to sell 
your home or want to explore real estate as an investment, the seasoned 
experts at Rick Baer Realty can help! 

Rick Baer
Principal Broker/Owner
901-461-8791

Ed Brucker
Affiliate Broker
901-485-3808

Lee Baum
Affiliate Broker/Builder
901-461-2286

Andrew Magdovitz
Affiliate Broker
901-438-8315

Charley Burch
Affiliate Broker
901-335-3152

Robin Shainberg
Affiliate Broker
917-364-4468

R I C K B A E R R E A L T Y . C O M

At Teach-In, NYU Professor Denies Hamas Sexual Violence on Oct. 7
(JNS) – In a speech to students, Amin 

Husain, a longtime anti-Israel activ-
ist organizer and adjunct professor for 
New York University’s Gallatin School 
of Individualized Study, made numer-
ous false statements and glorified his 
description as an antisemite.

Husain, 48, told the audience at a 
Dec. 5 teach-in: “They’re trying to say 
… ‘Oh my God, you support rapists 
and people that behead babies,’ both of 
which, whatever, we know it’s not true.”

The teacher of an “Art, Activism 
and Beyond” class that ran from 2016 
through 2022 called New York a “Zi-
onist city” and sprinkled expletives 
throughout his discourse.

“I have a petition going around, right, 
because I’m antisemitic. I won the hon-
ors of ‘antisemitic’ multiple times,” he 
said before calling his profile on the site 
of Canary Mission, the anti-Israel aca-
demia watchdog, “one of the best biog-
raphies I have.”

The site notes Husain’s claims to 
have participated in the first intifada 

Knesset Caucus Hears Testimony on Hamas’s Brutal Sexual Violence

A stone with the name Shani 
Louk. She was last seen in a video 
on Oct. 7, being paraded naked 
through the streets of Gaza by 
Hamas terrorists. Credit: Batya 
Sharabi/TPS.
By Sveta Listratov

(JNS) – “There will be some diffi-
cult things to digest here, so take a deep 
breath.”

The Knesset Caucus for Female Vic-
tims of Sexual and Gender Violence 
in the Swords of Iron War opened last 
Tuesday’s meeting with a trigger warn-
ing, accompanied by continuous weep-
ing among the participants.

“I myself don’t want to believe what 
happened,” said Haim Otmazgin, a vol-
unteer from the ZAKA emergency re-
sponse organization who was in charge 
of a team recovering corpses from the 
scene of the massacre at the Supernova 
music festival after the Oct. 7 massa-
cre. “When I hear someone questioning 
what happened there, I stand up and say, 
‘My eyes have seen it, and it’s all on my 
cell phone.’”

His harsh descriptions of the mas-
sacre scene are paramount to the goal 
of the caucus – to spread awareness of 
Hamas’s brutal sexual violence that day.

“My eyes saw the women stripped of 
their clothes; you can see someone strug-
gled with them to undress them from the 
state we found them,” he recalled.

Otmazgin described the way his team 
worked like a machine, in order to res-
cue as many bodies as fast as possible 
while the army was still fighting terror-
ists close to them and there was a threat 
of corpses being taken to Gaza.

“Another woman is cuffed, anoth-
er one is stripped, another one has her 
body parts cut off. It’s like a series of 
pictures being repeated again and again. 
We saw the same things at [Kibbutz] 
Re’im and later in [other] kibbutzim.”

“In a house at a kibbutz, we found 
a mother with handcuffs on her hands 
and next to her daughter in a safe room. 
In another room next to it, we found a 
young girl, on the bed, clothes rolled up, 
shot in the head and her throat split. Her 
pants rolled down, without underwear 
on her. There are too many instances 
like these, and no, we don’t have the 
video footage to see what was done to 
these women, but the pictures we saw 
tell a story that cannot be interpreted in 
any other way.”

One released hostage, Chen Goldstein 
Almog, expressed concern for the wom-
en still held in captivity.

“There are girls there who have not 
had their periods for some time, perhaps 

because of the conditions of captivity, 
and this is the thought that crosses our 
minds, that maybe at least this way they 
will not get pregnant while they might 
be raped in captivity.”

Turn them into puppets
Aviva Siegal, whom the terrorists re-

leased during the ceasefire in Novem-
ber, told lawmakers it wasn’t easy for 
her to attend the parliamentary meeting, 
but she felt it was her duty.

“The terrorists bring ‘doll clothes,’ in-
appropriate attire for those girls, as they 
turn them into puppets on a string; they 
do whatever they want to them, when-
ever they want to. And it must be said 
that the boys also go through what the 
girls go through. They don’t get preg-
nant, but they are also a puppet on a 
string. There was not a minute that we 
were not abused in every possible way, 
and those girls are still there,” she re-
called as people in the audience sobbed.

“My heart is still there, and it ex-
plodes,” Siegal added. “I can’t under-
stand that the world is silent.”

As time passed and international 
women’s organizations ignored or de-
nied the sexual abuse Israeli women 
suffered, the government formed an 
independent commission tasked with 
documenting the sexual violence, rais-
ing awareness and pursuing justice for 
the victims.

Dr. Cochav Elkayam-Levy, a law pro-
fessor chairing the commission, told the 
legislators, “In light of the international 
silence, we understand that we have a 

historic task. The failure of the interna-
tional organizations, their silence that 
causes our demonization in the world 
– if the international community is not 
willing to speak up, we will do it for 
ourselves.”

The full scope of the rapes may nev-
er be known, because most of the vic-
tims and witnesses were killed. Around 
1,200 people were murdered in Hamas’s 
attacks on Israeli communities near the 
Gaza border on Oct. 7. Several female 
hostages released during the November 
ceasefire have already described being 
sexually abused while in captivity.

“As we sit here, there is a girl who is 
stuck in a tunnel and being raped, and 
it should be told!” Shir Siegel told the 
Knesset members, sitting beside her 
mother, Aviva. “Enough talking about it 
politely while drinking water. Everyone 
in the world should think about it. You 
should go to bed like it is your daughter 
and ask yourself if you did enough for 
them today.”

MK Tsega Melaku described some of 
the propaganda that prompted her to co-
found the caucus.

“There is a clip of a man protesting 
in Britain, claiming there could be no 
sexual violence on behalf of Hamas ter-
rorists as they are Muslims and Islam 
prohibits sex outside of marriage. That’s 
how much propaganda we see,” the Li-
kud lawmaker said. “But is there anyone 
to counter that? Even some world lead-
ers’ wives deny it happened. Where are 
the women’s organizations?” HW

and met with a Palestinian Islamic Jihad 
leader. HW
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How to Kill Your Zombie Subscriptions
Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director - Investments, Wells Fargo Advisors
Questions for Mike? You can reach him at 901.761.8151 or Michael.Stein@WellsFargoAdvisors.com
fa.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael-stein

Let’s Connect

Mike Stein
Managing Director – Investments
6075 Poplar Ave
Memphis, TN 38119
Direct: (901) 761-8151
michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com
ttps://home.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael.stein

Forbes Best-In-State Wealth 
Advisors
We are pleased to announce that Mike Stein, Managing Director 
– Investments was recognized on the 2023 Forbes Best-In-State 
Wealth Advisors List. This recognition serves as a reminder that we 
are committed to working every day toward the financial success 
of our clients.

The Forbes Best-in-State Wealth Advisors rating algorithm is based on the previous 
year’s industry experience, interviews, compliance records, assets under management, 
revenue and other criteria by SHOOK Research, LLC, which does not receive 
compensation from the advisors or their firms in exchange for placement on a rating. 
Investment performance is not a criterion. Self-completed survey was used for rating. 
This rating is not related to the quality of the investment advice and based solely on 
the disclosed criteria.

    NOT FDIC Insured    NO Bank Guarantee    MAY Lose Value
Investment and Insurance Products:

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-
dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. 
© 2022 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. CAR-0822-04792

Preparing for Life’s Final Journey
with Compassion and Care

1125 Schilling Blvd. East, Suite 101
Collierville, TN 38017

Josh Goldin, LMSW office: 901-560-3600
www.hospiceofhopetn.com

Hope
Hospice & Palliative CareHospice & Palliative Care

1BR | 2BR | Penthouses
Utilities Included
See our floorplans
@ embassyaptsmemphis.com

505 South Perkins Rd. 
In the Heart of East Memphis

THE EMBASSY APARTMENTS
A  D A T T E L  R E A L T Y  P R O P E R T Y 

“Luxury and Location”

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
901-685-8020

In a 2022 survey, consumers were first 
asked to quickly estimate how much 
they spend on subscription services each 
month, then a while later, they were di-
rected to break down and itemize their 
monthly payments. On average, the 
consumers’ actual spending was $219 
per month, about 2.5 times as much as 
the $86 they originally guessed.1

Zombie subscriptions are auto-renew-
ing services that people sign up for then 
forget about or rarely use. Some com-
mon examples include mobile phone 
and internet plans, television, music, 
and game streaming services, news 
subscriptions, meal delivery, language 
courses, and health/fitness memberships 
(digital and in person).

New types of services are rolling out 
every day, which is just one reason why 
subscription costs can creep up on you. 
But with inflation cutting into your pur-
chasing power, getting rid of a few un-
necessary recurring charges could help 
balance your household budget.

Conduct an audit. Some subscriptions 
are billed annually, so you may need to 
scrutinize a full year’s worth of credit 
card statements. Plus, if you purchased 
a subscription through an app store on 
your smartphone, the name of the ser-
vice won’t be specified. So when you 
notice a recurring charge that you can’t 
identify, try looking for a list of sub-
scriptions in your device’s settings.

Use an app. One in 10 consumers said 

they rely on banking and personal finance apps to track their spending on subscription 
services. There are several popular services that can be used to scan account statements 
for recurring costs and remind you to cancel unwanted subscriptions before they renew 
automatically – if you are comfortable sharing your financial information.

Share of consumers who forgot about subscriptions but still paid for them, by 
age group

Source: C+R Research, 2022
 
Some companies make it difficult to cancel unwanted subscriptions by requiring a 

call, hiding the phone number, and/or forcing customers to wait to speak to a represen-
tative. If you find this practice frustrating, help may be on the way. The Federal Trade 
Commission has proposed a new rule that requires merchants to make it just as easy to 
cancel a subscription as it is to sign up.

1) C+R Research, 2022
This information is not intended as tax, legal, investment, or retirement advice or 

recommendations, and it may not be relied on for the purpose of avoiding any federal 
tax penalties. You are encouraged to seek guidance from an independent tax or legal 
professional. The content is derived from sources believed to be accurate. Neither the 
information presented nor any opinion expressed constitutes a solicitation for the pur-
chase or sale of any security. This material was written and prepared by Broadridge 
Advisor Solutions. © 2024 Broadridge Financial Solutions, Inc.
Investment and Insurance Products are:
Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Federal Government Agency
Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of, or Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any Bank Affiliate
Subject to Investment Risks, Including Possible Loss of the Principal Amount Invested HW

Gaza Children 
Protest Against 
Hamas

Several dozen Palestinians 
demonstrate in Deir al-Balah, the 
central Gaza, calling on Hamas 
to free all Israeli captives and end 
the war so they can return to their 
homes, Jan. 24, 2024. 
Credit: Majdi Fathi/TPS.
By Pesach Benson

(JNS) – Dozens of Palestinian chil-
dren in the central Gaza city of Deir 
al-Balah held a rare protest against 
Hamas last Wednesday, calling on the 
terrorist organization to release Israeli 
hostages and end the war so they can 
return to their homes.

Outside Deir al-Balah’s al-Aqsa Mar-
tyrs Hospital, the children held white 
pieces of paper reading, “Yes to giv-
ing back the prisoners” and expressing 
wishes to return to homes in Jabalia and 
Beit Lahiya, in the northern Gaza Strip.

“Will these cries and demands reach 
the hideouts of Hamas leaders?” Lt. 
Col. Avichay Adraee, the Israel Defense 
Forces’ Arabic spokesman, asked on X.

The protest came one day after anoth-
er small demonstration against Hamas 
in the southern Gaza city of Rafah. Vid-
eos circulating on social media featured 
Palestinians cursing Hamas and Gaza 
strongman Yahye Sinwar, who master-
minded the Oct. 7 massacre of Israelis 
living near the Gaza border.

There is no organized opposition to 
Hamas in Gaza.

Around 1,200 people were killed in 
Hamas’s attacks on Israeli communities 
near the Gaza border on Oct. 7. Hamas 
currently holds 136 men, women and 
children captive in the Strip. Some peo-
ple remain unaccounted for as Israeli 
authorities continue to identify bodies 
and search for human remains. HW

MOVING?
Please let us know

before you go! 
Toni@HebrewWatchman.com

901.763.2215
or

P.O. Box 770846
Memphis, TN
38177-0846

Thank you for your 
cooperation!
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Located at 2481 Broad Avenue - Memphis
901.767.0026 - Locally owned by Paul West

Beautifully Crafted Cemetery Monuments
SERVING THE JEWISH COMMUNITY
OF MEMPHIS FOR OVER 20 YEARS

Visit us at WESTMEMORIALS.COM

COLUMBUS MARBLE WORKS
Designers and Builders

HIGHEST QUALITY MONUMENTS AND MARKERS
Associated and Identified with

JEWISH MEMORIALS
For Over 85 years 

in Memphis and the Mid-South area

For more information, call
Phone 1-800-647-1055

Enduring
Memorials

SERVICES AVAILABLE 
• Driver—Courteous and reliable person to take 
you anywhere you need to go in Memphis and sur-
rounding areas: Dr’s appointments, Shopping, Er-
rands, Airport.  Available weekdays and weekends.

• House Sitting and Dog Sitting—
Responsible adult available to stay with your dogs 
while you are away.  I love dogs!

Contact Rick Danzig: 901-337-6009

Bernard “Zayda” Freiden

OBITUARIES

Bernard Freiden, affectionately known 
as “Zayda” to his entire family, entered 
this world on Dec. 26, 1928, at St Joseph’s 
Hospital in Memphis, Tenn. He peaceful-
ly departed in his sleep on December 20, 
2023, just six days before his 95th birth-
day. His legacy is one of unwavering ded-
ication to family, a strong work ethic, and 
a profound commitment to community.

Born to Harry and Bernice Freiden, 
who had relocated from Chicago, Ber-
nard grew up in a home that doubled 
as both a family residence and his fa-
ther’s grocery store on the corner of 5th 
and Auction. Subsequent generations 
of Freidens would be raised on stories 
about Harry’s interactions with his cus-
tomers, stories about kindness, compas-
sion, and the value of a strong work eth-
ic. Those ideals would define Bernard 
for the rest of his life.

Upon graduation from Humes High 
School in 1947, Bernard immediately 
embarked on a lifelong career as, in his 
own words, “a consummate salesman.” 
Drafted during the Korean Conflict, he 
met his future wife, Noreen Barrach, at a 
dance organized for Jewish servicemen. 
Their love story unfolded swiftly, lead-
ing to marriage. Following his Army 
discharge, Bernard, inspired by his fa-
ther, opened “Square Deal Grocery” on 
Beale Street. His entrepreneurial spirit 
later led him to venture into the jewel-
ry business, eventually establishing his 

Israel Charles Katz

Israel Charles Katz passed away after 
a short illness on Thursday night, Jan-
uary 18, 2024, at Baptist Hospital. He 
was 96 years old. Mr. Katz was born 
in Memphis on September 21, 1927, 
and was married on August 14, 1949, 
to Pearl Cetner. Prior to that Mr. Katz 
served in the U.S. Armed Forces sta-
tioned in San Francisco.

His parents were Polish immigrants 
from Wislica, Poland, part of a large 
wave of Eastern European Jews who 
fled to America due to economic hard-
ship and rising antisemitism in the early 
20th Century.

Mr. Katz served as one of the found-
ers and treasurer of the Memphis He-
brew Academy and was a lifelong sup-
porter of Memphis Jewish institutions. 

He was a Certified Public Accountant in 
private practice for over 60 years and 
graduated from Southern Law Univer-
sity in June 1960.

Izzy is survived by his children, Al-
lan J. Katz (Esther), Karen Rubenstein 
(Marvin), Ronnie Katz and Marc Katz 
(Susan Turow). He is also survived by 
16 grandchildren, 34 great-grandchil-
dren and four great-great-grandchil-
dren. He was preceded in death by his 
parents, wife, Pearl Katz, brother Har-
old Katz and sister Dorothy (Dubbie) 
Abrams. The burial was held at the An-
shei Sphard Cemetery in Memphis on 
Friday, January 19.

The family asks that any charitable 
contributions be made to the Margolin 
Hebrew Academy, Young Israel of Mem-
phis or the charity of your choice. HW

At Sundance, Noa Tishby Shows 
Protester Ignorance of Mideast 
Geography

own fine jewelry wholesale company, 
The Freiden Company.

A pivotal moment came when Bernard 
and Noreen adopted an Orthodox life-
style, deeply engaging in the Memphis 
Orthodox Jewish community. Bernard’s 
dedication manifested in various roles, 
from serving on the board and as presi-
dent of both the Anshei Sphard Beth El 
Emeth Synagogue and the then-Mem-
phis Hebrew Academy, to active partici-
pation in the Memphis Chevra Kadisha.

Bernard’s love for travel took him 
to places like Greece, Italy, England, 
France, and Egypt – after which he loved 
bragging about having jogged around the 
pyramids in Giza – but he took particu-
lar pride in his experiences volunteering 
in Israel with “Volunteers for Israel.” 
His vibrant artistic side emerged in his 
70s, as he created beautiful, energetic 
artwork, leaving a lasting legacy on the 
walls of his extended family.

Yet, Bernard’s true purpose was lov-
ing and caring for his beloved wife of 68 
years, Noreen, until her passing in July 

2022. Wherever they went, they went 
hand in hand. Everything he did, he did 
after discussing it with her. Evidently, a 
year and a half without her proved too 
much for him.

Bernard was preceded in death by his 
sister, Celia Levy, and his wife, Noreen 
(Barrach). Known to his progeny sim-
ply as “Zayda,” he is survived by his 
children: Dr Jeffrey Freiden (Pam), Dr. 
Denis Freiden (April), Hugh Gordon 
(Deborah), Brad Freiden (Dena), Me-
lissa Friedman (Lt Col, Rabbi Joseph). 
He also leaves behind 24 grandchildren, 
32 great-grandchildren and one great-
great-grandchild.

The family requests that memorial 
donations be sent to the Memphis Jew-
ish Home, expressing their gratitude for 
their exceptional care they provided for 
both Bernard and Noreen.

Bernard Freiden will be remembered 
for his enduring love, his strong values, 
and the colorful strokes he added not 
only to the canvas of his life, but those 
of his entire family. HW

OBITUARIES 
The Hebrew Watchman provides obituaries up to 
500 words with a photo as a service to the Jewish 

community at no charge. 
Please send us your information and we can help you edit.

(JNS) – At the Sundance Film Fes-
tival in Utah, actor, author and activist 
Noa Tishby chose some revealing ques-
tions to ask anti-Israel protesters waving 
flags and holding banners outside of the 
entertainment-oriented event that annu-
ally draws more than 100,000 people, 
including its fair share of celebrities. 
This year, it takes place from Jan. 18 to 
Jan. 28.

A young man wearing gold sunglass-
es offered the “from the river to the sea” 
chant, prompting Tishby to ask what riv-
er he meant. Caught off-guard, he says, 
“Um, uhh. I forgot the river’s name.”

He then states: “But the sea is the Red 
Sea.”

He also tells her that “the occupation 
is illegal. Even chocolate is not allowed. 
Wedding dresses are not allowed” (elic-
iting an eye roll from Tishby). “It’s been 
that way for 15 years.”

Tishby poses the same question to a 
young woman in a hooded red coat and 
a keffiyeh. “So where is the river and the 
sea that everyone’s chanting about?”

Carrying a sign with a watermelon on 
it, she responds: “I think it’s the Black 
Sea and the river on the other side of 
Gaza.” She acknowledges that she got 
the poster from someone else.

“Do you know what it means?” asks 
Tishby. “No,” she says.

Tishby served as special envoy for 
combating antisemitism and the dele-
gitimization of Israel until she was re-
moved in April 2023 after just a year in 
the role.

She interviews a young woman in a 

purple parka who proclaims that “the 
Palestinian genocide,” it’s “just awful.” 
Then Tishby asks her about the hostages 
kidnapped by Hamas. “Unfortunately, 
I’m not that educated about that part,” 
responds the protester.

An older woman insists that Hamas 
wasn’t in the Gaza Strip. When Tishby 
asks her if there are hostages in Gaza, 
she replies: “Oh, I don’t know,” and 
looks away.

Tishby’s findings align with recent 
research that showed only 47% of stu-
dents who supported the protest slogan 
could identify which river and sea it ref-
erenced. HW
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Plant Don’t Talk on Tu B’Shevat

ISRAEL INSIGHTS

Editor’s note: 
This story is being 

reprinted in memory 
of Ted Roberts in 

appreciation of his 
longtime service 
as a newspaper 

columnist.

Ted Roberts

The Scribbler 
On the Roof

By Ted Roberts
The best of 
Ted’s work — 
a collection 
of stories 
designed to 
make you 
laugh and cry.

$10.95
AVAILABLE AT LULU.COM

Genocide Inversion
By Howard Weisband

Israel, the nation state and homeland 
of the Jewish people, incredibly, is be-
ing accused of genocide in an interna-
tional court of law.

As unbelievable as that seems, it is 
happening at this moment in the Inter-
national Court of Justice (ICJ), an organ 
of the United Nations, that resides in 
The Hague. Charges have been brought 
forward by South Africa.

We, the Jewish People, were victims 
of Nazi genocide during WWII when we 
lost six million innocents before the al-
lied armies defeated Hitler and his Nazi 
troops. And today, with many likening 
Hamas to the Nazis, we are fighting an 
existential war, which we will win deci-
sively to rid ourselves of Hamas’ stated 
threat to complete a genocide of Israel.

The immoral irony of the South Af-
rican charges in the ICJ are so apparent 
that they were perfectly and poignantly 
labelled as “Genocide Inversion” in a 
recent “For Heaven’s Sake” podcast by 
Yossi Klein Halevi, who is a Senior Fel-
low at the Shalom Hartman Institute in 
Jerusalem.

The charges involve additional his-
torical irony. The term “genocide” is 
relatively new; it did not exist prior to 
the mid 1940s. It was coined by Rapha-
el Lemkin, a Polish Jewish lawyer, who 
lost much of his family in the Holocaust. 
He immigrated to the U.S. in 1941 and 

served on the law faculties of Duke and 
Rutgers Universities.

With information culled from the Ho-
locaust Encyclopedia of the U.S. Holo-
caust Museum and Wikipedia, we learn 
that: “Lemkin coined genocide in 1943 
or 1944 from two words: genos (Greek: 
family, clan, race) and cide (Latin: kill-
ing). The term was included in the 1944 
research work ‘Axis Rule in Occupied 
Europe,’ wherein Lemkin documented 
mass-killings of ethnic groups deemed 
‘untermenschen’ (subhuman) by Nazi 
Germany. In particular, the concept of 
‘genocide’ was defined by Lemkin to 
refer to the vicious extermination cam-
paign launched by Nazi Germany to 
wipe out Jews in the Holocaust.”

Given that the ICJ is an organ of the 
UN, it is important to work from a UN 
definition of genocide. According to un-
.org: “The definition contained in Arti-
cle II of the (Genocide) Convention de-
scribes genocide as a crime committed 
with the intent to destroy a national, eth-
nic, racial or religious group, in whole 
or in part.”

That’s all background. The essential 
question today is does the case before 
the ICJ have merit?

U.K. MP Sir Michael Ellis, a former 
U.K. Attorney General, posted on Jan-
uary 9 on Instagram, reposted by the 
Middle East Forum, an excerpt of his 

speech in the House of Commons. He 
states that “the case against Israel is a 
dangerous political stunt… it has no le-
gal merit whatsoever…  Israel’s actions 
are in lawful self-defence.”

In a sharp response to its own histo-
ry, Germany announced on January 12, 
reported by the “Times of Israel:” “The 
German government sharply rejected... 
allegations before the UN’s top court 
that Israel is committing ‘genocide’ in 
Gaza and warned against ‘political in-
strumentalization’ of the charge, as it 
announced it would intervene as a third 
party before the International Court of 
Justice.”

Daniel Pomerantz, an expert in inter-
national law at Bar-Ilan and Reichman 
Universities, bolstered Israel’s case in 
the Jerusalem Post on January 22: “Is-
rael’s self-defense does not remotely 
resemble genocide, given the IDF’s 
herculean efforts to protect civilians in 
Gaza, and the incredibly small casualty 
numbers compared to other conflicts in 
the region, such as in Syria and Yemen.”

Furthermore, the motives behind the 
South African case may well be ques-
tioned by a blockbuster, detailed report 
by Ohad Merlin on January 24 in the 
“Jerusalem Post,” “Major South African 
banks provide platform to fund Hamas.” 
It opens with the statement: “Research 
conducted by the “Jerusalem Post” staff 

and several sources uncovered what ap-
pears to be a network of several South 
African organizations and straw man 
companies deeply involved with fund-
ing Hamas activities through the Al-
Quds Foundation, an international group 
sanctioned by the U.S. and outlawed by 
Israel, using accounts registered in ma-
jor local South African banks.”

Earlier on the same day, Reuters re-
ported that an initial ruling from the ICJ 
may be expected on Friday, January 26. 
“In the initial ruling, the ICJ will not 
deal with the main question of whether 
Israel is committing genocide. The court 
will just look at possible emergency 
measures, meant as a kind of restraining 
order, while the court looks at the full 
case, which usually takes years.”

The ICJ decisions are not binding. 
But can we expect the court to make its 
judgments solely on a legal basis, free 
of South African political motivations?

Howard Weisband served as Assis-
tant Executive Director (1975-77) and 
Executive Director (1977-84) of the 
Memphis Jewish Federation. Follow-
ing Aliyah with his family in 1986, he 
served as Secretary General of the Jew-
ish Agency for Israel through 1997, and 
then in other senior professional posi-
tions in Israel. Now retired, he and Kay-
la live in Jerusalem. He can be reached 
at hweisband@gmail.com HW

It is a remarkable phenomenon that the 
divine and human authors of our bible 
possessed a vision that pierced the dark-
ness of the future like the halogen head-
lights on your car light up the highway. 
They foresaw most of today’s topical 
issues; ecology (ever hear of the Sabbat-
ical of the land?) Terrorism (Amalekites 
were charter members of the Axis of 
Evil), even Sex in the City (how ‘bout 
scummy Sodom and Gomorrah).

Ecology – the land and its fruit – gets 
detailed treatment in the Torah. Natural-
ly, in an agricultural society you need 
rules governing man’s relationship with 
the good earth that feeds him. There are 
rules about the land lying fallow. And 
there are rules about not touching the 
fruit of the tree for three full years. The 
original purpose of Tu B’Shevat was to 
help measure off those first three years.

Oh, if only we had been given Torah 
in the Garden of Eden and if only that 
ethically challenged, but bilingual snake 
had read it to Eve. She would not have 
touched that Tree of Knowledge. She 
would have ignored those underaged 
apples. We would all be driving Cadil-
lacs, playing tennis, and napping in the 
afternoon instead of earning our bread 
with the sweat of our brow.

Strange how many crucial scenes in 
the Jewish drama feature trees; the one 
in Eden that grew the fateful apple, the 
Terebinths of Mamre where the covenant 
was struck. The tree that sweetened the 
waters of Marah. The Cedars of Lebanon 
that supported the Temple. And more 
mundane, but equally important, the Ol-

ive and Fig trees that nourished our an-
cestors in a rocky and inhospitable “land 
of milk and honey.”And when Abraham 
strikes his compact with Avimelech, how 
does he seal the deal? Not with a deed. 
Instead, he plants a Tamarisk tree; as 
though the divinity inherent in the tree 
reminds both parties of HE who wit-
nessed their agreement. (As a non-Jew-
ish, but spiritual Joyce Kilmer famously 
put it, “poems are made by fools like me, 
but only G-d can make a tree.”

With all those leafy characters in our 
book, Tu B’Shevat was as predictable as 
rain. A tree is not just a decoration, but 
a hospitable haven in a barren land bak-
ing under a blazing sun. Sooner or later 
there had to be a holiday honoring trees.

Tu B’Shevat is a great time to in-
struct the hearts and minds of kids with 
the power of our Creator. Our Tanach 
is packed with inspirational stories for 
youngsters, but some, if told honestly 
and literally, can shake the young mind. 
“You mean the plague killed even the 
Egyptian babies!” Hard for the rabbi, 
the biblical scholar, and certainly the 
story-telling parent to handle. And if 
your kids are as skeptical as mine, they 
interrupt with pointed questions like: 
Were you there? Who told you? Did you 
see it? Why don’t things like that hap-
pen today? And worse.

But still “music has charms to soothe 
the savage breast” says the poet. And so 
does our Book of Books. And it works 
wonders with kids. When it comes to 
pacifying their savage breasts, go light 
on the Ritalin, but heavy on tales of our 
biblical forbears.

Storytelling works great for Pesach 
and Purim, but it is not at all necessary 
on Tu B’Shevat. Sometimes it’s easier 
to show His power than to tell old sto-
ries describing it.

And your backyard will work just fine. 
Backyards are full of miracles for child-
ish eyes. In my parenting days, I used 
to walk the kids around the backyard. 
(And not just on Tu B’Shevat.) I’d show 

them the vine that sprung up a couple 
of feet from the fence that assures his 
survival. He’s looking for the sun. But 
lo and behold, that dumb vine – beneath 
the intelligence level of a cockroach – 
always seems to grow toward the fence; 
and with its specially adapted tendrils, 
grabs hold of the wire. Then it climbs to 
the sun. “A miracle,” I’d solemnly and 
truthfully announce to my three short 
listeners. It is impossible for even the 
botanist with a PhD in Vine Behavior to 
explain the force that wraps the grasp-
ing tendrils around the fence post. The 
botanist will use many long and hard 
to spell scientific terms to explain the 
energy and purpose of the plant. But 
still, something unexplainable remains. 
Much like the word “instinct,” which 
basically means; we don’t understand 
what’s going on, we can only name it.

And a few sentences back, notice I 
referred to the vine as a “He.” An inac-
curate figure of speech since some vines 
are both sexes in the same plant. Not a 
bad survival mechanism for a vine with 
no other vines in his neighborhood and 
no chance of meeting one in a friendly 
backyard. This is even harder to explain 
to kids; but give it a try.

Something beyond our understanding 
is at work here: no less awesome than 
the parting of the Red Sea. Kids under-
stand this as well as adults.

And they love to see the principle in 
action far better than listening to lec-
tures. Often on this Holiday of Trees – 
we do the obvious – plant a tree; usually 
an Oak or a Maple seed. I favor the Ma-
ple, a highly intelligent voyager. She’s 
winged so the wind can carry her far 
from her competitive parent that sucks 
up the rain and sun. The kids love her 
antics on a windy day.

Befitting the patriarch, I supervise 
while the kids dig the hole. And since 
I am not the shoveler, I encourage the 
digging crew to make the bed for the 
new seed plenty wide and plenty deep.

“Don’t want to cramp his little roots,” 

I shout from the back porch as I sip a 
hot tea. The diggers must follow up with 
watering and weeding, too. It is no small 
deal to plant a tree.

And I remind the diggers that nature 
extravagantly provides the mama Salm-
on with 100,000 eggs so she’ll have 
five or six kids to gladden her old age. 
It’s the same with Oak trees. So, plant 
a bunch of acorns. Maybe two or three 
will sprout in spring.

If you’ve properly inspired them, 
they’ll sit by the den window and watch 
for the seedlings like poverty-stricken 
writers wait for the mailman with the 
check from the “New Yorker.”

Then one day in spring, when you 
least expect it, a few green shoots will 
come up to tentatively explore their new 
world. Go get the kids, promise you 
their naive eyes will pop wider than the 
time you uncrated the new video game.

But my seed planting days were long 
ago. Now, when my 35-year-old son – 
my youngest – comes home to visit, his 
first remark on pulling up his emergency 
brake is: “Hey, Pop, the trees are look-
ing great.” Then, with his kids trailing 
along, we check out the celebration of 
Tu B’Shevats past.

The syndicated humor of Ted, the Scrib-
bler on the roof, has appeared in newspa-
pers around the U.S., on National Public 
Radio, and numerous websites. HW
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Hamas Reportedly Rejects 2-Month Ceasefire as White 
House, Qatar Say Talks are ‘Serious’

Coordinator for Strategic Communications at the National Security 
Council John Kirby takes questions during the daily press briefing at the 
White House, Jan. 23, 2024. Credit: Drew Angerer/Getty Images

By Ron Kampeas
WASHINGTON (JTA) – Hamas re-

portedly rejected an Israeli offer for a 
two-month ceasefire in exchange for the 
release of hostages held in Gaza, even 
as top U.S. and Qatari officials said talks 
aimed at an extended pause in the war 
are “serious.”

Last Monday, Axios reported that 
Israel proposed the pause of up to two 
months, during which it would release 
Palestinian prisoners held on security 
offenses and draw down its troop levels 
in Gaza while Hamas released all 136 
hostages it is holding. CNN reported 
that an offer by Israel would include the 

removal of Hamas’ leadership, and that 
of other terror groups, from Gaza.

But subsequent reports quoted offi-
cials in Egypt, which is also a party to 
negotiations, saying Hamas rejected 
anything less than a permanent ceasefire 
and the full withdrawal of Israeli troops, 
and would not countenance the exile of 
its leadership.

Hamas terrorists invaded Israel on Oct. 
7, killing more than 1,200 people, mostly 
civilians, brutalizing thousands and ab-
ducting more than 250. More than 25,000 
Palestinians have been killed since Israel 
launched counterstrikes. Israel says about 

a third of the casualties are combatants. 
More than 200 Israeli soldiers have been 
killed in the invasion of Gaza.

The war has devastated much of Gaza 
and displaced the vast majority of its 
population of 2.3 million people. Inter-
national health officials say the popula-
tion is on the verge of starvation. Mc-
Gurk is also negotiating terms for the 
entry of increased humanitarian assis-
tance into the strip.

Within Israel, debate over the war ef-
fort has grown more heated, especially 
as 24 soldiers were killed last Monday, 
the Israeli military’s deadliest day since 
Oct. 7. The relatives of the hostages are 
leading a protest movement pushing 
the government to agree to a deal for 
their release, and some of the relatives 
interrupted a meeting of lawmakers to 
demand that the government do more to 
secure their loved ones’ freedom.

Israeli and Hamas officials did not 
comment on last week’s reports, but 
U.S. and Qatari officials said talks were 
serious, while declining to address the 
reports’ specifics.

John Kirby, the National Security 
Council spokesman, said last Tues-
day that Brett McGurk, President Joe 
Biden’s Middle East coordinator, is 
seeking a deal while he tours the region. 
McGurk is currently in Egypt which, as 
the only other nation bordering the Gaza 
Strip, has a key role in bringing together 
any deal.

“One of the things he’s in the region 
talking about is the potential for another 
hostage deal, which would require a hu-
manitarian pause of some length to get that 
done, and that’s definitely on the agenda,” 
he said, while declining to confirm the 
specifics of the reports. “Conversations 
are very sober and serious about trying to 
get another hostage deal in place.”

Under a deal brokered by Qatar, Egypt 
and the United States in November, Is-
rael and Hamas ceased fire for about a 
week, exchanging more than 100 hos-
tages for roughly three times that num-
ber of Palestinian prisoners. A handful 
of hostages were separately released or 
rescued earlier, and at least three hos-
tages were mistakenly killed by Israeli 
fire. At least 20 hostages are believed to 
be dead; the deal Israel proposed would 
include the return of their bodies.

Majed Al Ansari, the Qatari foreign 
ministry spokesman, said the talks were 
advanced enough that he was optimistic. 
Qatar is one of a handful of countries 
that has extensive dealings with Hamas, 
whose political leadership lives in Qatar, 
and which has funded the movement.

“I can’t comment on the specificities 
of the mediation as it is going on but 
what I can say is that we are engaged in 
serious discussions with both sides, we 
have presented ideas to both sides, we 
are getting a constant stream of replies 
from both sides, and that in its own right 
is a cause for optimism,” he said. HW

A 35-Foot Challah in NYC Attempts to Break a Guinness 
World Record

The 35-foot-long challah was baked in a tunnel oven at David’s Cookies 
in New Jersey. It was then loaded onto a wooden plank and transported 
to the Upper West Side where it was unveiled at a day school’s Shabbat 
assembly. Credit: JFNA/Vladimir Kolesnikov

By Julia Gergely
(New York Jewish Week) – New York 

City kitchens are notoriously small. 
Nonetheless, last Friday Congregation 
Rodeph Sholom on the Upper West Side 
unveiled a 35-foot-long challah that 
they and their partners hope will break 
a world record.

The gargantuan loaf was made in col-
laboration with the Jewish Federations of 
North America and the Orthodox Union 
with the aim of besting the current re-
cord-holder: a challah baked in Australia 
in 2019 that was just over 32 feet.

The 35-foot challah – braided in 
Borough Park and baked in New Jer-
sey before being transported to the Re-
form synagogue – was made in honor 
of Shabbat of Love, a JFNA initiative 
that took place on Jan. 19 across North 
America. JFNA, OneTable, the Ortho-
dox Union and 250 other partner orga-
nizations helped Jews organize and host 

thousands of Shabbat dinners.
“We came up with the idea of doing 

the Shabbat of Love to uplift people 
and to communicate the idea that you’re 
loved for who you are and you’re loved 
for being Jewish, as opposed to a lot of 
the messages that I think people are ab-
sorbing right now from social media,” 
said Sarah Eisenman, the chief officer 
of community and Jewish life at JFNA, 
who spearheaded the initiative along-
side the challah-baking effort.

As for the challah, “I was think-
ing about what could we do that was 
a record-breaking, feel-good, prideful 
thing,” Eisenman said. She had thought 
about trying to break a record for the 
world’s largest Shabbat dinner but real-
ized that the challah would be less com-
plicated and easier to measure.

Eisenman said she reached out to the 
Orthodox Union for help with logistics 

and they immediately jumped on board.  
“They said, ‘Let’s do it,’” she said. 
“Without the OU, we wouldn’t have 
been able to do it because they knew 
who to call right away.”

That call was to Strauss Bakery, a ko-
sher bakery in Borough Park, Brooklyn, 
who pitched in by creating the dough. 
Said dough weighed in at more than 200 
pounds and was mixed and braided at 
the bakery last Thursday night.

Braiding a 35-foot challah is one 
thing; baking it is another story: The 
unbaked challah was then loaded onto 
an 18-wheeler truck and driven across 
state lines to a kosher commercial kitch-
en in New Jersey operated by David’s 
Cookies, which has a 40-foot long tun-
nel oven – one of the only places in the 
tri-state area that can fit a challah of that 
size, according to Eisenman.

Once the challah was baked Thursday 
night, it was loaded back on the truck 
and transported to Congregation Rodeph 
Sholom, where Eisenman’s children go 
to school. There, a crowd of dozens of 
volunteers showed up to help unload the 
oversized challah. Some spontaneously 
broke out into song, singing “Am Yis-
rael Chai” (“The People of Israel Live”) 
as they maneuvered the challah into the 
building.

Come Friday morning, the challah 
was finally revealed at an all-school 
Shabbat assembly for Rodeph Sholom 
Day School students and their families. 
Also in attendance was Manhattan Bor-
ough President Mark Levine.

“I was shocked it was edible actu-
ally,” Eisenman joked, adding that al-
though the bake was “doughy” in parts, 
community members of all ages were 
excited to dig in.

Eisenman said the collaboration be-
tween the Orthodox Union, the non-de-

nominational JFNA and Rodeph Sho-
lom, a historic Reform congregation 
with many Israeli members, is “exactly 
the kind of unifying message we need 
right now.”

The challah measured 35 feet, 2 inch-
es, Eisenman said. The JFNA and the 
Orthodox Union are sending the mea-
surements and video evidence to the 
Guinness World Records this week, and 
they hope to hear a verdict soon after.

If Guinness accepts the measure-
ments, the challah would break – by 
several feet – the current record set by 
Grandma Moses Bakery and the Jewish 
National Fund chapter in New South 
Wales, Australia.

The New York-based groups also 
baked a backup challah that turned out 
even longer than the challah that was 
unveiled last Friday – Eisenman said it 
measured roughly 35 feet, 11 inches but, 
as it happens,  was too long to fit on the 
wooden planks that transported it from 
the bakery to the truck. The back-up 
challah remained in New Jersey, where 
it was cut up into a dozen three-foot long 
chunks and donated to all the Moishe 
Houses in New York City, where the 
communal residences, designed for Jew-
ish 20-somethings, were hosting their 
own Shabbat of Love dinners.

“Obviously, right now is a kind of a 
watershed moment around Jewish iden-
tity formation. It’s going to take a little 
time for the Jewish world to come to 
terms with what kind of strategies or 
new initiatives we might need to respond 
to the moment,” Eisenman said. “In the 
meantime, we took the approach that we 
can invest in and create Jewish positive 
spaces and experiences. We need more 
of them, and we need them now. That 
is what this is about – building pride, 
confidence, unity and community.” HW
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German Protesters Say Meeting by Far-Right Extremists 
Echoed the Nazis’ Notorious ‘Wannsee’ Conference
By Toby Axelrod

BERLIN (JTA) – As many as 1 million 
Germans rallied this weekend against 
far-right extremism after a bombshell 
report revealed that leaders of a far-right 
party had secretly discussed plans to de-
port foreigners, including those who had 
become German citizens.

The meeting at a lakeside villa, re-
vealed by a public-interest media or-
ganization, for many induced painful 
echoes of the gathering of Nazi leaders 
at nearby Wannsee in 1942 to devise a 
plan to deport and then murder Jews. 
Prominent neo-Nazis attended the No-
vember meeting, according to the inves-
tigation.

The revelations caused the country’s 
leading Jewish organization to reiterate 
its longstanding objections to the party, 
known as Alternative for Germany or 
AfD.

“Anyone who has ever wondered 
why the federal office for constitutional 
protection classifies AfD as a suspect-
ed right-wing extremist group now has 
an answer,” Josef Schuster, head of the 
Central Council of Jews in Germany, 
said in a statement. “This meeting shows 
what a great danger the AfD and its sup-
porters pose to our free, democratic soci-
ety and our peaceful coexistence.”

According to the report published 
by Correctiv, which describes itself as 
a pro-democracy, public interest media 
company, prominent right-wing extrem-
ists and a handful of mainstream right 
politicians met secretly to strategize 
over the deportation – or as they put it, 
“remigration” – of millions of foreign-

ers and dual-citizens.
Along with the influential AfD mem-

bers who met in a 1920s-era hotel near 
Potsdam were neo-Nazis, among them 
Martin Sellner, former head of the far-
right Identitarian movement in Austria; 
right-wing-oriented businesspeople, and 
two members of Germany’s center-right 
Christian Democratic Party, according 
to Correctiv.

The gist of the far-right plan, the re-
port concluded, is that “people in Ger-
many should be forcibly extradited if 
they have the wrong skin color, the 
wrong parents, or aren’t sufficiently 
‘assimilated’ into German culture ac-
cording to the standards of people like 
Sellner. Even if they have German cit-
izenship.”

The plans drafted at the meeting 
amount to a “fierce attack on the Ger-
man constitution,” providing “a sinister 
glimpse into what could happen should 
the AfD ever come to power,” the media 
organization said in its report.

AfD has tapped into nationalist and 
anti-immigrant sentiment in Germany 
to rise in the polls there, sometimes sur-
passing the popularity of mainstream 
right-wing parties. Although the party 
did not win enough votes to gain seats in 
the country’s parliament during the last 
national elections in 2020, an AfD can-
didate won a race for regional office for 
the first time last summer, in rural east-
ern Germany, and the party is expected 
to mount a strong showing there in up-
coming regional elections next month.

The rallies, which took place in more 

than 100 cities and towns over several 
days, aimed to demonstrate that a sig-
nificant portion of Germans reject AfD’s 
attitudes. “Fascism isn’t an alternative,” 
read signs carried by some rally-goers, 
who mobilized about a week after the 
first report of the party’s secret meeting 
to plot a strategy to combat Germany’s 
tolerance of immigration.

The meeting took place at a villa 
alongside Lake Lehnitz, about 30 miles 
from the villa where the Nazis’ Wanns-
ee Conference to discuss the “final solu-
tion” – a euphemism for the genocide of 
European Jewry – took place in 1942.

“The vocabulary is no different, the 
place is no different – the only differ-
ence is that we have been there before,” 
said Andrea Römmele, a professor at a 
private Berlin university, told the “New 
York Times.”

Schuster rejected the Holocaust com-
parison, saying that “the industrial mass 
murder of European Jews is unique in 
history in its cold-bloodedness and 
madness.” But some rally-goers car-
ried signs that directly tied the secret 
meeting to Germany’s mass murder of 
European Jews, including ones reading 
“Never again is now” and “Now we can 
see what we would have done in our 
grandparents’ position.”

AfD’s co-leader Alice Weidel called 
the Nazi comparisons “unreflective,” 
“excessive” and “a scandalous trivial-
ization of Nazi crimes” – using terms 
that critics have used to describe state-
ments by fellow AfD leaders, such as 
former party chief Alexander Gauland, 

who in 2018 called the Nazi-era a mere 
“bird s–t” in 1,000 years of German his-
tory.

Weidel criticized Correctiv’s meth-
ods, which reportedly included renting 
a boat to photograph the meeting from 
afar and obtaining footage recorded on a 
digital watch from inside the villa. (The 
organization also reportedly spoke to 
people who attended the meeting.)

But she did not deny that a meeting 
was held; that her personal advisor, 
former Bundestag member Roland 
Hartwig, was present alongside prom-
inent right-wing extremists; or that a 
plan for expulsion of foreigners was dis-
cussed. Hartwig has been let go from his 
position “by mutual agreement.”

AfD draws strength from populist 
resentment against refugees arriving in 
Germany over the last decade from con-
flict zones in the Middle and Far East 
and Africa, and more recently against 
those fleeing Ukraine. Far-right activists 
have traditionally prescribed deporta-
tion of so-called foreigners as a solution 
for socioeconomic problems. And the 
AfD is known to take a Russia-apolo-
getic, NATO-critical stance.

It is maintaining a second-place hold 
in national polls, running slightly be-
hind the Christian Democratic Union. 
The centrist governing coalition has 
fallen to a distant third. Responding to 
the Correctiv report, Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz that any plan to expel immi-
grants or citizens would be “an attack 
against our democracy, and in turn, on 
all of us.” HW


