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It’s Back - Join Memphis Jewish Federation for Super 
Sunday on Nov 12

Congressman Kustoff and Governor Lee Visit MHA-FYOS

There is still so much to be done to help the Israeli people, and Federation is here to 
help shine a light, provide resources and foster hope. Donate using the QR code. You 
can also send a message to our brothers and sisters in Shoham, our Israeli sister city 
by emailing shoham@jcpmemphis.org, and visit our office to pick up campaign yard 

signs, yahrzeit candles, We Stand with Israel bracelets, and blue ribbons. 

We Stand with Israel.

Federation is bringing back a reimag-
ined Super Sunday in recognition of our 
community’s need to come together and 
actively support the Annual Community 
Campaign, the Israel Emergency Cam-
paign, and advocate for Israel.

Super Sunday will be held in the 
MJCC Belz Social Hall from 9:30 a.m. 
– 1:30 p.m. on Sunday, November 12. 
Visit tinyurl.com/MJFSuperSunday to 
register for your shift. For more infor-
mation, email jlansky@jcpmemphis.org 
or call 901-767-7100. Super Sunday is 
open to all community members who 
want to make calls and/or participate in 
Israel advocacy activities.

“The number of gifts we’ve received 
for the Israel Emergency Campaign has 
been astounding,” said Scott Notowich, 

Federation Board chair. “Our supporters 
have gone above and beyond for Isra-
el and are also ready to raise funds for 
our Memphis Jewish family. We know 
there is strength and purpose in coming 
together.”

In recent years, Leadership Sunday 
has been an opportunity for Jewish 
leaders from our synagogues, Jewish 
day schools, and social service agencies 
to make calls for Federation’s Annual 
Community Campaign.

“In this historic and difficult time 
for our Memphis Jewish community, 
Federation is transforming Leadership 
Sunday into Super Sunday,” explained 
Director of Development Judy Lansky. 
“We look forward to including commu-
nity members in our efforts this year as 

we gather our whole community in sol-
idarity.”

Along with making calls, Federation 
is offering activities to raise awareness 
for Israel. We will write letters to our 
elected officials, send care messages 
to Israeli soldiers and bereaved Israeli 
families, and send video messages to 
our friends in our sister city, Shoham.

We will also help our middle school 
students making and selling friendship 
bracelets to raise funds for Israel. Yard 
signs, blue ribbons and WeStandwithIs-
rael rubber bracelets will be available.

The mission of Memphis Jewish 
Federation is to develop a vibrant 
and sustained Jewish community 
in Memphis, Israel, and throughout 
the world. Federation helps nourish 

“Scan this QR code to register for 
Super Sunday on November 12.”

Jewish life through community grants, 
programs for the Memphis Jewish 
community and by supporting Jews 
in Israel and throughout the world. 
To learn more, visit jcpmemphis.org/
federation. HW

By Jessica Baum Sukhodolsky

Rabbis, school and community leaders

On Monday, October 30, Margolin 
Hebrew Academy-Feinstone Yeshiva 
of the South welcomed Congressman 
David Kustoff and Governor Bill Lee to 
the school. During their visit, Congress-
man Kustoff and Governor Lee voiced 
their unequivocal support for Israel and 
praised the school’s security measures, 
declaring that strong safety procedures 
have become even more critical in light 
of the Israel-Hamas war and the ensuing 
rise in antisemitism around the world.

The MHA-FYOS Board of Directors, 

students in grades 7-12, and community 
rabbis and lay leaders gathered in the Irby 
and Bernice Cooper Beit Midrash to hear 
from the Congressman and Governor.

Congressman Kustoff opened his ad-
dress by stating “I think about how we 
all went to bed on October 6, and how 
the world changed when we woke up 
on October 7. For me in Washington, 
it’s important to show the nation and the 
rest of the world that the United States 
stands with Israel.”

Kustoff shared that just days ago, he 
helped lead a resolution in support of Is-

rael and spoke on the House floor in fa-
vor of the measure, which passed by an 
overwhelming majority. He also said he 
is opposed to calls for a ceasefire in the 
fighting and that the priority should be 
the release of an estimated 240 hostages 
taken by Hamas in the October 7 attacks.

Governor Lee began by declaring his 
unwavering support for Israel, then im-
plored everyone in attendance to be stead-
fast in their activism for the Jewish state.

“As difficult as it may be to look at 
the events that occurred on October 7, 
what’s more inappropriate is to turn 
away from those events,” he said. “The 

reason we should never turn away is 
that it’s happened before, with tragic 
outcomes. The world is watching. It is 
important that those who support Israel 
raise their voices.”

Both Kustoff and Lee stressed the 
importance of keeping our schools and 
religious institutions safe during the 
recent rise in antisemitism and vowed 
their continued support for federal and 
state aid for increased school security 
measures.

“We want parents, when they send 

(See MHA/FYOS Page 2)

Jessica Baum Sukhodolsky, Shelby Baum, Congressman David Kustoff, 
David Winestone and Lee Baum
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their children off to school, to feel safe, 
and that they are going to be educated 
and not have to worry about acts of vio-
lence,” Kustoff said.

Brandy Flack, MHA-FYOS executive 
director, said during the event that the 
federal Nonprofit Security Grant Pro-
gram (NSGP) and the Tennessee House 
of Worship Grant, which Congressman 
Kustoff and Governor Lee have cham-
pioned, helped finance the school’s se-
curity upgrades, like a new door with 
access-control locks, security cameras 
throughout the campus, and a BluePoint 
emergency response system.

Prior to their addresses, Congressman 
Kustoff and Governor Lee toured the 
school with school administrators and 
lay leaders, where Ms. Flack highlight-
ed the new security enhancements.

Ms. Flack shared, “In September, 
I had the privilege of addressing the 
Senate Appropriations Committee and 
other esteemed Congressional leaders, 
advocating for funding for the NSGP. I 
would like to extend my heartfelt appre-
ciation to Congressman Kustoff for tak-
ing the time to meet with representatives 
from SCN and me, attentively listening 
to the security concerns of our Jewish 
communities.”

While addressing the crowd, MHA-
FYOS Head of School Rabbi Yisroel 
Weiner said, “This is a once-in-a-life-
time type of event, and we are very for-
tunate for the opportunity. I would like 
to thank Shelby Baum and the Wine-

stone family for reaching out to Con-
gressman Kustoff to arrange today’s 
visit in memory of their father, Ted 
Winestone. Thank you also to all of our 
board members who were in attendance 
today, including Pace Cooper and others 
who helped make today possible.”

Jessica Baum Sukhodolsky, MHA-
FYOS director of engagement, added, 
“My grandfather, Ted Winestone, lost 
his entire family in the Holocaust, be-
cause no one would speak up for them. 
He would be heartened to know that our 
state and great nation have leaders like 
Congressman Kustoff and Governor Lee, 
consistently voicing their unwavering 
support for Israel and the Jewish people.”

MHA-FYOS Board President Dr. 
Deena Davidovics echoed the sentiment.

“This is very personal for us, as while 
we are physically distanced from Israel, 
our hearts and minds are very close in-
deed,” she said. “Many in our commu-
nity have family members in Israel now, 
and many of our alumni are studying or 
living in Israel in the midst of the cur-
rent turmoil. Numerous MHA alumni 
are serving in the Israeli Defense Force 
fighting to protect Israel and to bring 
home the over 200 hostages who are 
still being held by Hamas. As we sit here 
today in Memphis, Tenn., as American 
Jews, we are comforted to know that 
we have representatives in our state and 
federal government advocating for us, 
our families, our global community, and 
our Jewish future.” HW

MHA/FYOS...
(Continued From Page 1)

Russia: Israel has No Right to Defend Itself Against Hamas

MHA/FYOS Executive Director Brandi Flack leads a tour of the school for 
the govenor, congressman, school administrators and lay leaders.

(JNS) – Israel does not have the right 
to defend itself, Russia’s representative to 
the United Nations said last Wednesday.

The United States and its allies are 
hypocritical for talking “about Israel’s 
alleged right for self-defense, which, 
as an occupying state, it does not have, 
as was confirmed by the [U.N.’s] Inter-
national Court [of Justice] consultative 
ruling in 2004,” Ambassador Vasily Ne-
benzya told a U.N. General Assembly 

special session on the Israel-Hamas war.
Israel declared war on Hamas af-

ter thousands of terrorists from Gaza 
stormed across the border on Oct. 
7, murdering at least 1,400 persons, 
wounding more than 5,000 others and 
taking more than 200 captives back to 
Gaza. The atrocities included rapes, be-
headings, burnings, mutilation, torture 
and desecration of corpses.

The ICJ’s 2004 advisory opinion stat-

ed that Israel could not invoke an inher-
ent right to self-defense under Article 51 
of the U.N. Charter against any threat 
coming from an “occupied” territory 
that Israel controls.

However, Israel ceded control of the 
Gaza Strip in 2005, and it is governed 
by the Hamas terrorist organization, 
which has sworn to destroy Israel.

Last week, Russia and China vetoed 
a U.S.-sponsored U.N. Security Coun-

cil resolution condemning Hamas and 
calling for “humanitarian pauses” in the 
fighting between Israel and the Palestin-
ian terrorist group in Gaza.

A Russian resolution was also re-
jected that denounced Hamas but also 
condemned “indiscriminate attacks” on 
civilians in Gaza and called for an im-
mediate “humanitarian ceasefire.”

It was the second Russian resolution 
on the Israel-Hamas war that was re-
jected. HW

Permanent Representative 
of Russian to the U.N. Vasily 
Nebenzya. Source: Wikimedia 
Commons.
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In Poplar Ridge An Eventide Condo

October served as America’s annual 
“Estate Planning Awareness Month.” 
This tradition was initiated due to the 
surprising fact that some 67% of Amer-
icans currently have no Estate Plan in 
place. In our experience, the reason 
many Americans fail to plan is due to a 
general lack of education and misunder-
standing as to what estate planning does 
and the disparate outcome for individ-
uals and families who establish a plan 
before something happens compared to 
those who do not.

On a very simple level, an Estate Plan 
serves as a set of instructions regarding 
how one wants his or her affairs handled 
in the event of incapacity or death. In 
Tennessee, those documents typically 
consist of a Living Trust (a “Trust”), a 
Will, a Property Power of Attorney, a 
Healthcare Power of Attorney, a Living 
Will, and a Health Insurance Portability 
and Accountability (“HIPAA”) Authori-
zation.

If one does not have a Will, then 
Tennessee’s intestacy (intestate means 
death with no Estate Plan in place) laws 
will govern the distribution of assets at 
death. After a probate case, by law, only 
a limited portion of remaining assets 
would go to the surviving spouse and the 
remainder would go to children, without 
regard for the specific needs of the indi-
vidual recipients. If one dies intestate, or 
with just a Will and not a Trust for that 
matter, then one’s estate will go through 

the public probate process. Throughout 
the probate process, otherwise private 
information about the nature and extent 
of assets, creditors to whom the dece-
dent owed money and the beneficiaries 
of assets are divulged and are forever 
accessible public record. Thus, to clar-
ify a common misunderstanding: Will-
based Estate Plans go through probate 
court at death in Tennessee.

In Tennessee, Trusts provide the solu-
tion to the probate issue and, if prop-
erly funded, allow beneficiaries to fore-
go the probate process altogether. The 
Trustor creates a Trust and appoints a 
Trustee to administer the Trust without 
court intervention.

Trusts also protect against incapacity 
by giving a successor Trustee power to 
make distributions from the Trust upon 
incapacity. Due to cases of fraud, institu-
tions more readily recognize a successor 
Trustee acting on one’s behalf than an 
agent under a Property Power of Attor-
ney, but the Property Power of Attorney 
plays an important role in one’s Estate 
Plan as well. Property Power of Attor-
ney enables one to appoint an “Agent” 
to act on the incapacitated individual’s 
behalf concerning financial affairs.

A Healthcare Power of Attorney en-
ables one to appoint an agent to make 
medical decisions for the individual in 
the event they are unable to do so.

A Living Will expresses wishes re-
garding end-of-life decisions. Without 

this document memorializing end of life 
wishes, doctors and medical profession-
als must keep one alive even if there is 
no reasonable chance of recovery.

The Health Insurance Portability 
and Accountability Act mandates that 
healthcare providers protect healthcare 
information and keep the information 
confidential. While that generally makes 
sense, sometimes others need access to 
that information, especially the fiducia-
ries nominated to act upon incapacity. A 
HIPAA Authorization allows one to ap-
point one or more individuals to access 
or receive protected health information.

All in all, Trusts contain flexibility, 
provide for continuity, avoid probate, 
and allow the Trustor to include protec-
tions for beneficiaries. It’s rarely wrong 
to create a Trust, but the Trust cannot 
complete the job alone. The Trust needs 
the ancillary documents described here-
in to ensure the plan is complete and 
thorough to fully protect the individual 
and family in the event of incapacity or 
death. HW

ESTATE PLANNING AWARENESS MONTH
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By Benjamin I. Wachtel, Esq. and David L. Mendelson, Esq.

Senior Art 
Class with 
Sarah Nowlin 
Rescheduled to 
November 16

The MJCC 
Larisa and Ben 
Baer Senior 
Adult Club 
Happenings

Because of a scheduling problem the 
program originally scheduled for No-
vember 1 has been rescheduled to No-
vember 16.

On Thursday, November 16, the se-
niors will have a special art project with 
Sarah Nowlin. Sarah will help the group 
create a special Interactive Art Collage. 
Sarah’s visual arts workshops are de-
signed to put everyone at ease and en-
courage exploration, whatever a partic-
ipant’s art background may be. Groups 
work together to co-create artwork with 
the entire group, layering materials and 
colors on one piece. Surprising collag-
es of vibrant shapes and expressions 
emerge, wowing the participants. Please 
make your reservation for lunch and to 
join in this terrific art project.

For reservations, please contact Adult 
Services Coordinator Steve Kaplan at 
901-259-9220 or email stevekaplan@
jccmemphis.org, or call the front desk at 
901-761-0810. HW

Sarah Nowlin

Stay Connected
Stay Informed

Yes I would like to receive or renew 
my subscription to:

THE HEBREW WATCHMAN
Memphis/MidSouth • Annual $36 ___

Out-of-State • Annual $50 ___

JEWISH SCENE MAGAZINE
6 issues per year $25 _____
Receive both publications

Mid-South for $50 • Out-of-State $60

Enclosed is my check# _________ 

for $________to

THE HEBREW WATCHMAN
PO Box 770846

Memphis, TN 38177-0846

   Name

   Address

   City		    St     Zip

   Phone

   Email



PAGE 4    |    NOVEMBER 9, 2023	 THE HEBREW WATCHMAN    |    hebrewwatchman.com

(JTA) – Noting a sharp rise in an-
tisemitic attacks and expression since 
Hamas launched a war against Israel on 
Oct. 7, the Israeli government advised 
its citizens not to travel overseas and, if 
they did so, to avoid outwardly display-
ing that they are Israeli or Jewish.

“Given the magnitude of this, the Na-
tional Security Council recommends re-
evaluating the necessity of foreign trav-
el,” a government warning issued last 
Friday said, after listing examples of in-
creased risk for Israelis and Jews, includ-
ing attacks on Jewish institutions and 
protests in countries that the country has 
not previously considered dangerous.

“The National Security Council and 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs have iden-
tified a significant rise in antisemitism 
and anti-Israel incitement, alongside 
life-threatening violent attacks on Israe-
lis and Jews around the world,” it said. 
In particular, it specified several areas as 
dangerous: the Middle East, Arab coun-

tries, the region surrounding Iran and 
the North Caucasus. Last week, a mob 
stormed an airport in Dagestan, a major-
ity-Muslim republic under Russian ju-
risdiction, as a flight from Israel arrived.

Notably, it specified that Israelis 
should exercise caution around Jewish 
institutions. “Jewish communities, re-
ligious and community establishments 
(synagogues, Chabad centers, kosher 
restaurants and Israeli businesses), Is-
raeli delegations, and airports with 
flights to and from Israel are key targets 
for protests and attacks by antisemitic 
groups,” it said.

If one must travel, the advisory said, 
travelers should avoid “openly display-
ing Israeli and Jewish symbols and fea-
tures.”

It also advised “checking whether 
there have been anti-Israel protests and 
violence at your destination, including 
countries for which no travel warnings 
have been issued.” HW

Full Text: Biden’s Response to Rabbi-Heckler about Ceasefire

Israel Tells its Citizens to 
‘Reevaluate’ Travel and Not 
Wear Jewish Symbols Abroad

Women enter a Jewish restaurant in central Athens, March 28, 2023. 
Greek police sources said they arrested two men who targeted the 
building. Credit: Angelos Tzortzinis/AFP via Getty Images

(JNS) – The White House released 
the full text of U.S. President Joe 
Biden’s remarks at a Nov. 1 evening 
campaign reception at the Minneapo-
lis Event Center in Minnesota. During 
the president’s speech, which began 
at 6:09 p.m. local time, a heckler who 
identified as a rabbi demanded a cease-
fire. Biden not only answered the per-
son’s question, but said that the person 
should not be removed from the event. 
Below is the relevant portion from the 
official White House transcript, edited 
very lightly for style.

Biden: … But you know – and I 
wasn’t going to run again. I was going 
to write a book and set up an institute. 
I was a professor at the University of 
Pennsylvania, and they – the Biden In-
stitute and the Domestic Policy Institute 
at the University of Delaware. And – 
and I – that’s what I was going to do.

But then along came Charlottesville. 
Remember, Charlottesville, Virgin-
ia – what happened? Well, I was about 
to announce that I stay – that I was 
staying right where I was, when I was 
– you know, and you remember what 
happened. Those folks came out of the 
woods in the fields with torches – torch-
es, singing the same anti- chanting the 
same antisemitic bile that was chanted 
in Germany in the early 30s, accompa-
nied by the Ku Klux Klan. Not a joke. 
And a young woman bystander was 
killed.

And the previous president, who is 
seeking the job again, was asked what 
he thought about it. You know what he 
said? He said, “There are very fine peo-
ple on both sides.” “Very fine people on 

both sides.”
When I heard that, I knew I couldn’t –
Audience member: Mr. President, if 

you care about Jewish people, as a rab-
bi, I need you to call for a ceasefire right 
now.

(Cross-talk.)
Audience member: Sit down!
Audience member: Get out! Get out!
Biden: No, no, no, no, no, no. No, let –
Audience member: (Inaudible) Pal-

estinians and Israelis have died. Please 
explain to me why.

Audience member: Ma’am, you 
need to leave the event.

Biden: Let – if you’ll be quiet, I’ll an-
swer your question.

Audience member: I would love for 
you to answer my question, please.

Biden: I think we need a pause.
Audience member: A pause?
Biden: Yes, a pause, for –
Audience member: What is a pause?
Biden: A pause means give time to 

get the prisoners out. Give time – (ap-
plause).

Audience member: (Inaudible.) If 
you’re clapping for a ceasefire, (inau-
dible) –

Biden: No, don’t – don’t – look –
Audience members: Four more 

years! Four more years! Four more year!
Audience member: Ceasefire now!
Biden: No, no, no, no, no. No, it’s 

okay. It’s okay.
Audience members: Four more years! 

Four more years! Four more years!
Biden: It’s okay. I under – I under – 

don’t – just let her stay in.
Audience member: (Singing.) Cease-

fire now. Ceasefire now. Ceasefire now.

Biden: Well, but what happened was 
we ended up, when those folks came out 
of the woods, like I said –

Audience member: Ceasefire now. If 
you care about life, sing with me. (Sing-
ing.) Ceasefire now. Ceasefire now. 
Ceasefire now.

Biden: Well, I understand her emo-
tion. I really do.

And, you know, I’ve – I’m going to 
say something that’s both revealing and 
self-serving at the same time. I’m the 
guy that convinced Bibi to call for that 
ceasefire to let the prisoners out. I’m 
the guy that spent all the time talking to 
El-Sisi to let him open the – open the 
door into Egypt. I’m the guy who spent 
– (applause). And I’ve met – and I’ve 
met with the War Cabinet. I met with –

And I – I’m one of these guys – from 
the very beginning, I was – for what it’s 
worth, I was raised by what the Jews call 
a righteous Christian: my dad. My dad 
was one of those guys who came home 
from work and would, before he went 
back to close the shop, my dad would 
talk about how we had – how – he didn’t 
understand why we didn’t bomb the 
railroad tracks into the – into the con-
centration camps. My dad couldn’t un-
derstand why the Jews in that boat were 
not allowed in. My dad talked about si-
lence being complicity. My dad was one 
of those guys who was that – just that 
kind of man.

And, you know, I learned from him. 
Matter of fact, you know, silence is 
complicity. And the fact of the matter is: 
From the time each of my children and 
grandchildren reached the age of 14, the 
first thing I did on their 14th birthdays 

– I put them on a plane and I took them 
to Dachau one at a time – one at a time. 
Because I wanted them to see.

You walk through that gate in Dachau, 
saying it will “set you free.” But the 
beautiful homes all along that fence line 
– the idea no one could have lived there 
and not known what was happening.

Silence is complicity. I wanted them 
to understand they had to speak up.

But, folks, this is incredibly compli-
cated for the Israelis. And it’s incredi-
bly complicated for the Muslim world 
as well.

I support a two-state solution, and I 
have from the very beginning. (Ap-
plause.)

But I can thoroughly understand the 
emotions, both on the Palestinian side of 
this argument and on the Jewish side of 
the argument.

But, folks, do – the fact of the matter 
is that Hamas is a terrorist organization, 
a flat-out terrorist organization. (Ap-
plause.)

And – well, I’m – I better talk about 
what I was going to talk about. (Laugh-
ter.)

But the point is that, you know, when 
those folks came out of those woods, 
I knew I couldn’t sit on the sidelines 
anymore. I really mean it. Because the 
president of the United States had just 
drawn a moral equivalence between 
those who stood for hate and those who 
stood against hate. That’s what he did 
back when – in Charlottesville.

You see, I really do believe, as my 
father taught me, silence is complicity. 
And I wasn’t going to be silent. So, I 
ran. HW

By Ron Kampeas

Hamas Official: We Will Repeat 
Oct. 7 Until Israel is Annihilated

(JNS) – Senior Hamas official Ghazi 
Hamad told Lebanon’s LBC TV on Oct. 
24 that the terror group would contin-
ue to carry out massacres like the one it 
carried out in southern Israel on Oct. 7 
until the Jewish state is destroyed.

“Israel is a country that has no place on 
our land. We must remove that country 
because it constitutes a security, military 
and political catastrophe to the Arab and 
Islamic nation, and must be finished,” 
said Hamad, according to a translation 
of the interview provided by the Middle 
East Media Research Institute.

“We are not ashamed to say this, with 
full force,” he added.

Israel’s existence was “illogical,” he 
said, adding, “The existence of Israel 
is what causes all that pain, blood and 
tears.”

“The Al-Aqsa Flood [Hamas’s name 
for the Oct. 7 mass terror attack] is just 
the first time, and there will be a second, 
a third, a fourth, because we have the 
determination, the resolve and the capa-
bilities to fight,” said Hamad.

He reiterated Hamas’s false claim 
that the terror group had not intended 
to harm civilians, stating that the Oct. 7 
assault had been “complicated.”

With regard to Israel’s response to the 
massacre, which has caused the deaths 
of many civilians in Gaza, Hamad said, 
“Will we have to pay a price? Yes, and 
we are ready to pay it. We are called a 
nation of martyrs, and we are proud to 
sacrifice martyrs.”

Hamad’s remarks echoed those of 
Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, who said 
in an address broadcast by Lebanon’s 
Al-Mayadeen on Oct. 26 that “the blood 
of the women, children and elderly […] 
we are the ones who need this blood, so 
it awakens within us the revolutionary 
spirit, so it awakens with us resolve.”

Hamas, according to Hamad, are “vic-
tims of the occupation. Period.” There-
fore, he said, “Nobody should blame us 
for the things we do. On Oct. 7, Oct. 10, 
Oct. 1,000,000 – everything we do is 
justified.”

On Oct. 7, Hamas forces invaded 
southern Israel under the cover of mas-
sive rocket barrages, killing at least 
1,400 people, the majority of them ci-
vilians, including women, children, the 
infants and the elderly, and wounding 
more than 5,000. More than 240 people 
were taken back to the Gaza Strip as 
hostages. HW

Hamas politburo member Ghazi Hamad on Lebanon’s LBC TV, Oct. 24, 
2023. Source: Screenshot.
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How has your
portfolio performed
over the past year?

Resilient Investing For Turbulent Times®

Always read and rely exclusively on offering documents before investing. Past performance may not recur. All investing involves risk.

1790 Kirby Parkway, Suite 127 | Memphis, TN 38138
Tel: 901.443.4000  •  Visit RVWWealth.com

Call Selwyn,
Jonathan Gerber,
or Jesse Picunko

THE WEALTH BLUEPRINT
AUTHORED BY SELWYN GERBER 

AND JONATHAN GERBER

Call for your
complimentary copy

 

RVW’s evidence-based investment approach 
is backed by decades of empirical research. 

Portfolios are designed to seek higher expected returns
and are managed by an efficient and repeatable process.

Low cost, tax-smart transparency is at the heart of what we do, 
with simplified clear reporting.

 
We are fiduciaries. Our interests are fully

aligned with yours as trusted advisors,
and we receive no incentives, or rewards from 3rd parties. 

We provide the highest level of professionalism
and integrity. Almost none of the major brokerage 

firms are true fiduciaries.

Our advisors include CPAs and Chartered 
Financial Analysts. We are ruthlessly bottom-line 

focused and eschew trends or fads, resulting in an
investing experience that is very different from

what is typcally provided.

Your financial goals are unique, and we have 
the strategies and investment solutions to 

help you achieve them. RVW portfolios reflect each 
client’s need for income, growth and safety respectively. 

Your custom Financial Plan directs the wealth optimization 
process we employ. It provides peace of mind knowing that 
a roadmap has been designed to enable you to live the life, 

and leave the legacy you envisioned.

“The market, like the 
Lord, helps those who 
help themselves. But 
unlike the Lord, the 

market does not forgive 
those who know not what 

they do.” — Warren BuffettSUPER
SUNDAY

Step up for Memphis. Step up for Israel.

NOV 12 2023
9:30 am - 1:30 pm

MJCC 

> Memphis Stands with Israel Emergency

Campaign

Help us raise funds for

> Annual Community Campaign 

Support Israel 

> Design and purchase friendship bracelets

to benefit the Israel Emergency Campaign 

> Thank our elected officials for their

support

> Write letters to our brothers and sisters in

Israel 

Register  
Scan QR code below
Go to tinyurl.com/MJFSuperSunday
Questions
901.767.7100
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1028 Cresthaven, #206
Memphis, TN 38119 901-495-2217|

TRUST RICK BAER REALTY.

TRUST THE EXPERTS IN
THE MEMPHIS MARKET.

Whether you’re buying your first home or dream home, looking to sell 
your home or want to explore real estate as an investment, the seasoned 
experts at Rick Baer Realty can help! 

Rick Baer
Principal Broker/Owner
901-461-8791

Ed Brucker
Affiliate Broker
901-485-3808

Lee Baum
Affiliate Broker/Builder
901-461-2286

Andrew Magdovitz
Affiliate Broker
901-438-8315

Charley Burch
Affiliate Broker
901-335-3152

Robin Shainberg
Affiliate Broker
917-364-4468

R I C K B A E R R E A L T Y . C O M

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

David J Ross, Agent
8317 Cordova Road, Suite 101
Cordova, TN  38016
Bus: 901-795-9067
www.davidjross.net

Experience the art of senior living.
Call today to schedule your visit.

901-763-6371 | OpusEastMemphis.com/Watchman

A Fresh, New Approach to Senior Living

 Opus is located only 10 minutes from Highland and Germantown.

Beth Sholom
Grand gALA

www.bsholom.org

7:00
PM02

DEC

dinner & Dancing to the music of 

Memphis Soul Remedy

Corporate Sponsors (to date)
Anonymous • DocPottery 901 • Marcy Milman Productions •

Scott and Polman PC •  The Hebrew Watchman/Jewish Scene •
TNT Guards

Individual Sponsors (to date)
Anonymous • Dot and Stan Bilsky • Jay Cohen and Family • Judy

Bookman •Joanne Levine and Noah Sabin • Michelle and Evan
Glazer • Naomi and Josh Katz • Lyda Parker/ Rachel and

Anthony Morrison • Sandy and Clifton Lipman • Lester and
Rosyln Lit • David and Rose Ross • Stacy and Jerry Siegler

Tickets $100
Sponsorships Available

For information about individual and corporate
sponsorships, please contact Illysa wertheimer at

901.303.6229 or illysawertheimer@gmail.com Unmatched Experience 
and Personal
Attention.
That’s what Sherry Goldberg can
provide for your bar mitzvah,
bat mitzvah, party or meeting.
Along with up to date facilities
and superb catering services.

Call Sherry direct at 969-6712 or
email sgoldberg@cooperhotels.com

5069 Sanderlin Avenue
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A Successful 3rd Annual MJCC 
Pickleball Palooza

Watch Them Thrive with In-Home Care
The specially trained caregivers at Comfort Keepers pro-
vide meaningful, in-home care so seniors can live inde-
pendently. From providing companionship to caring for 
those with dementia, we’re here to help your loved one 
thrive and give you peace of mind.

In-Home
Care Services

• Personal care

• Companionship and 
   housekeeping

• Dementia and 
   Alzheimer’s care

• Respite care

• Safety solutions

901-207-8209
Home + Life + Care | ComfortKeepers.com

Comfort Keepers of the Mid-South, 5668 S Rex Rd #200, Memphis, Tennessee 38119

© 2022 CK Franchising, Inc. An international network where most offices are independently owned and operated.

Debbie Rosenthal
(901) 682-5600

drosenthal.dreamvacations.com
drosenthal@dreamvacations.com

901.300.3938
Available 24/7 Licensed Insured Bonded

mistertree.com

Preparing for Life’s Final Journey
with Compassion and Care

1125 Schilling Blvd. East, Suite 101
Collierville, TN 38017

Josh Goldin, LMSW office: 901-560-3600
www.hospiceofhopetn.com

Hope
Hospice & Palliative CareHospice & Palliative Care

Windows • Doors • Siding

MICHAEL LURIE
WINDOW WORLD OF MEMPHIS

4899 Summer Ave. Suite 104
Memphis, TN 38122

WindowWorldMemphis.com

memphis@windowworld.com 

mobile: 901-233-2921
o�ce: 901-684-6670

The Memphis Jewish Communi-
ty Center recently held its 3rd Annual 
“Pickleball Palooza” series to benefit 
the Wendy and Avron B. Fogelman 
Jewish Family Service. With over-
whelming community support, thou-
sands of dollars were raised to benefit 
the social services and programs pro-
vided through Fogelman Jewish Fam-
ily Service!

A highlight of the weekend was 
“Dinks & Drinks” on Saturday night, 
where party goers enjoyed the tunes of 
DJ Wurz while playing pickleball and 
bidding on wonderful items in a silent 
auction, which included signed Grizz 
and Tiger memorabilia, designer jew-
elry and gift cards from popular restau-
rants and Memphis attractions. In addi-
tion to the over 30 sponsors and many 
in-kind donations of silent auction items 
and raffle prizes from local businesses, 
special thanks are due to Robin and Bil-
ly Orgel who once again subsidized the 
pickleball professional and Highland 
Capital Management for their support 
as ACE level sponsor.

Other sponsors included: SMASH 
level: The Best Times, Adams Kee-
gan, Sharon and Michael Goldstein; 
KITCHEN level: Lubin Property Man-
agement, Siskind Susser, Dream Va-
cations, Kaufman Shoes, Opus, Janis 
and Pat Finan, Jan and Marc Hanover, 
Patti and Bill Weiss, Suzanne and Scott 
Baum, Laurie and Elkan Scheidt, Erin 
Ostrow, Betsy and Steve Libby, Karen 
and Jody Franklin, Bill Hogue, Kim-
berlee and Scott Strome, Bunny and 
Jeff Goldstein, Janice and Jimmy Rin-
gel; PICKLER level: Karen and Doug 
Karmel; DINK level: East Memphis 
Orthopedic Group, Marcia Ann and 
Mike Weiss, Susan and Larry Weiss, 
Debra and Stuart Lazarov, Jill and Scott 
Notowich; FAN level: Louise and Jerry 
Sklar, Everett Pidgeon, Sandy Gold-
stein, Jan and Marc Reisman, Hallie 
and Marc Charney, Stacy and Jeremy 
Siegler, Leigh and Danny Mansberg, 
Jill and David Buring, Margo and Todd 
Gruen, and Scott Segal.

“It has been really exciting to see 
the series grow since our first one” 
said MJCC Assistant Director Rosa-
lyn Knox. “It is always inspiring to see 
our community come together to sup-

port Fogelman Jewish Family Service, 
which is such a worthy cause.”

Judy Goldberg, MJCC develop-
ment director echoed that adding, “We 
couldn’t do it without the support of our 
chairs, Karen Franklin and Betsy Libby 
and their amazing committee: Risa Baer, 
Molly Bernatsky, Hallie Charney, Bari 
Eiseman, Lisa Frisch, Karen Karmel, 
Amy Kirshbaum, Wendy Lindy, Laurie 
Scheidt, and Stacy Siegler. A big thank 
you also goes out to the all the Fogel-
man Jewish Family Service volunteers, 
who are our unsung heroes!”

The Wendy and Avron B. Fogelman 
Jewish Family Service provides services 
and support to the most vulnerable in-
dividuals and families in the Memphis 
community through a variety of social 
service programs including: special needs 
support, senior case management, trans-
portation, counseling, meal delivery and 
emergency financial assistance. If you or 
a loved one is in need of help, please call 
Wendy and Avron B. Fogelman Jewish 
Family Service at 901-767-8511. HW

Above: Pickelball Palozza players. Below FJFS volunteers
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All Eyes on the Earnings Picture

Let’s Connect

Mike Stein
Managing Director – Investments
6075 Poplar Ave
Memphis, TN 38119
Direct: (901) 761-8151
michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com
ttps://home.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael.stein

Forbes Best-In-State Wealth 
Advisors
We are pleased to announce that Mike Stein, Managing Director 
– Investments was recognized on the 2023 Forbes Best-In-State 
Wealth Advisors List. This recognition serves as a reminder that we 
are committed to working every day toward the financial success 
of our clients.

The Forbes Best-in-State Wealth Advisors rating algorithm is based on the previous 
year’s industry experience, interviews, compliance records, assets under management, 
revenue and other criteria by SHOOK Research, LLC, which does not receive 
compensation from the advisors or their firms in exchange for placement on a rating. 
Investment performance is not a criterion. Self-completed survey was used for rating. 
This rating is not related to the quality of the investment advice and based solely on 
the disclosed criteria.

    NOT FDIC Insured    NO Bank Guarantee    MAY Lose Value
Investment and Insurance Products:

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-
dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. 
© 2022 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. CAR-0822-04792

ANNUAL ENROLLMENT
October 15 - December 7

STEVE BAER

901 .237.4207   |    stevenfbaer@gmai l .com

n Check if your current   
 rate is competitive
n	 Help with people aging 
 in to Medicare
n	 Licensed with all of the 
 major carriers

Very important Medicare enrollment 
period, call, text or email for 

appointments before they fill up!

1BR | 2BR | Penthouses
Utilities Included
See our floorplans
@ embassyaptsmemphis.com

505 South Perkins Rd. 
In the Heart of East Memphis

THE EMBASSY APARTMENTS
A  D A T T E L  R E A L T Y  P R O P E R T Y 

“Luxury and Location”

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
901-685-8020

Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director - Investments, Wells Fargo Advisors
Questions for Mike? You can reach him at 901.761.8151 or Michael.Stein@WellsFargoAdvisors.com • fa.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael-stein

Publicly traded companies are re-
quired to disclose their financial perfor-
mance to regulators and shareholders on 
a quarterly basis. News organizations 
and investors pay close attention to 
these reports because they tend to im-
pact stock prices, with strong earnings 
driving share prices up, and vice versa.

In the first quarter of 2023, the earn-
ings of companies in the S&P 500 Index 
declined 2.2%. This was a much stron-
ger showing than Wall Street analysts 
expected after profits fell 4.6% in the 
previous quarter. On a positive note, 
revenues grew 2.9% in Q1 as consumer 
spending faced down inflation.1–2

Earnings season can be a volatile six-
week period for stocks. As investors di-
gest and respond to new data, the mar-
ketplace rewards some companies and 
punishes others.

Measuring Performance
A quarterly report typically includes 

unaudited financial statements, a discus-
sion of the business conditions that af-
fected financial results, and some guid-
ance about how the company expects 
to perform in the following quarters. 
Financial statements reveal the quarter’s 
profit, or net income, which must be cal-
culated according to generally accepted 
accounting principles (GAAP). This 
typically involves subtracting operating 
expenses (including depreciation, taxes, 
and other expenses) from gross income.

Pro-forma (or adjusted) earnings may 
present an alternative view of financial 
performance by excluding nonrecurring 
expenses such as restructuring costs, in-

terest payments, taxes, and other unique 
events. Although the Securities and Ex-
change Commission has rules governing 
pro-forma financial statements, compa-
nies still have a great deal of leeway to 
highlight the positive and minimize the 
negative in these reports. There may be 
a vast difference between pro-forma and 
GAAP earnings.

Earnings per share (EPS) represents 
the portion of total profit that applies 
to each outstanding share of company 
stock. EPS is often the figure that makes 
headlines, and the financial media tends 
to focus on whether companies meet, 
beat, or fall short of the consensus esti-
mate of Wall Street analysts. A company 
can see its stock price surge by losing 
less money than expected or can log 
billions in profits and still disappoint 
investors who were counting on more.

Shaping Perception
Due to the potential effect on stock 

prices, companies often take steps to 
avoid big surprises, mostly by managing 
the market’s expectations. This may in-
volve issuing profit warnings or positive 
revisions to previous forecasts, which 
may cause analysts to adjust their esti-
mates accordingly. Companies may also 
be able to time certain business moves 
to help meet quarterly earnings targets.

In addition to filing regulatory paper-
work, many companies announce their 
results through press releases, confer-
ence calls, and/or webinars so they can 
try to influence how the information is 
judged by analysts, the financial media, 
and investors.

 Hindsight Offers Perspective
Stock prices tend to be forward looking, which is one reason they don’t always move 

in the same direction as earnings. For example, the S&P 500 Price Index returned nearly 
29% in 2019 and more than 16% in 2020, even though earnings growth was negative in 
six of those eight quarters.

S&P 500 Earnings Growth

Sources: FactSet, 2023; S&P Dow Jones Indices, 2023
 
Diving Deeper
Investors who look beyond the headline performance metrics may find other mean-

ingful details in a company’s quarterly report. Expansion plans, research and develop-
ment, new products, consumer trends, government policies, and shifts in domestic or 
global economic conditions can all affect a company’s financial results, either immedi-
ately or in the future.

Bear in mind that reported earnings generally reflect the company’s recent perfor-
mance, which in some cases may have little to do with its longer-term prospects. More-
over, some companies and/or industry sectors are likely in a better position to withstand 
economic challenges than others.

The return and principal value of stocks fluctuate with changes in market conditions. 
Shares, when sold, may be worth more or less than their original cost. The S&P 500 
Index is an unmanaged group of securities considered to be representative of the U.S. 
stock market in general. The performance of an unmanaged index is not indicative of 
the performance of any specific investment. Individuals cannot invest directly in an in-
dex. Past performance is no guarantee of future results. Actual results will vary.

1) FactSet, 2023
2) The Wall Street Journal, April 30, 2023
This information is not intended as tax, legal, investment, or retirement advice or recommendations, and 

it may not be relied on for the purpose of avoiding any federal tax penalties. You are encouraged to seek 
guidance from an independent tax or legal professional. The content is derived from sources believed to 
be accurate. Neither the information presented nor any opinion expressed constitutes a solicitation for the 
purchase or sale of any security. This material was written and prepared by Broadridge Advisor Solutions. © 
2023 Broadridge Financial Solutions, Inc.

Investment and Insurance Products are:
Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Federal Government Agency
Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of, or Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any Bank Affiliate
Subject to Investment Risks, Including Possible Loss of the Principal Amount Invested HW
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Located at 2481 Broad Avenue - Memphis
901.767.0026 - Locally owned by Paul West

Beautifully Crafted Cemetery Monuments
SERVING THE JEWISH COMMUNITY
OF MEMPHIS FOR OVER 20 YEARS

Visit us at WESTMEMORIALS.COM

COLUMBUS MARBLE WORKS
Designers and Builders

HIGHEST QUALITY MONUMENTS AND MARKERS
Associated and Identified with

JEWISH MEMORIALS
For Over 85 years 

in Memphis and the Mid-South area

For more information, call
Phone 1-800-647-1055

Enduring
Memorials

Don’t go uninsured
Life Health Business

Affordable rates No deductibles 

carl@carlraff.com

SERVICES AVAILABLE 
• Driver—Courteous and reliable person to take 
you anywhere you need to go in Memphis and sur-
rounding areas: Dr’s appointments, Shopping, Er-
rands, Airport.  Available weekdays and weekends.

• House Sitting and Dog Sitting—
Responsible adult available to stay with your dogs 
while you are away.  I love dogs!

Contact Rick Danzig: 901-337-6009

The Scribbler 
On the Roof

By Ted Roberts
The best of 
Ted’s work — 
a collection 
of stories 
designed to 
make you 
laugh and cry.

$10.95
AVAILABLE AT LULU.COM

Ahed Tamimi Threatens Jews: 
‘We Will Drink Your Blood and 
Eat Your Skull’

Hamas Terrorist: Shot Crying 
Children ‘Until We Didn’t Hear 
Noise Anymore’

Ahed Tamimi, Sept. 28, 2018. Credit: Diario de Madrid/Wikimedia 
Commons.

(JNS) – Palestinian activist Ahed 
Tamimi said [last] week that Palestin-
ians will “slaughter” the Jews of Judea 
and Samaria, from Hebron to Jenin.

“Our message to the flocks of settlers, 
we are waiting for you in all the cities 
of the West Bank. From Hebron to Jenin, 
we will slaughter you, and you will say 
that what Hitler did to you is a joke,” said 
Tamimi in an Instagram post last Sunday.

“We will drink your blood and eat 
your skull. Come on, we’re waiting for 
you,” she continued. 

Tamimi’s account, which had almost 
100,000 followers, subsequently disap-
peared from Instagram. It was not clear 
whether the account was deactivated or 
suspended.

Tamimi’s threat came only weeks 
after Hamas death squads invaded 
southern Israel on Oct. 7, killing 1,400 
people, wounding thousands more and 
taking more than 230 people back to the 
Gaza Strip as hostages.

Tamimi, now 22, first gained noto-
riety after assaulting an Israeli soldier 
during riots in 2012.

Her village of Nabi Saleh in Samaria 
has long been a hotbed of violent an-

ti-Israel protests, with many of her 
family members involved in clashes 
with Israeli forces. One cousin, Ahlam 
Tamimi, has admitted to masterminding 
a suicide bombing that killed 16 people.

In 2018, an Israeli military court 
sentenced the young Tamimi to eight 
months in jail on assault charges. Ac-
cording to her lawyer, Tamimi agreed to 
a plea deal in order to avoid a more se-
rious indictment that could have landed 
her in prison for years.

The 2018 conviction thrust Tamimi 
into international fame, with CNN, 
“Vogue,” BBC News, Al Jazeera and 
other media outlets featuring her story.

Upon being released from prison, 
Tamimi continued to incite hatred and 
violence against the Jewish state. For 
example, in March 2019, she took to 
Instagram to call for the murder of 
then-Likud Party lawmaker Yehudah 
Glick.

“My soul is disgusted when I realize 
that he remains alive, better that he was 
dead. I hate him. Yehuda Glick is the 
most disgusting person on earth. It is 
permissible [according to Islam] to kill 
him,” wrote Tamimi. HW

(JNS) – The Israel Security Agen-
cy (Shin Bet) released an interrogation 
video [last] Wednesday of a captured 
Hamas terrorist, who participated in the 
Oct. 7 massacre in Kfar Aza, a kibbutz 
in southern Israel.

“The mission was simply to kill. We 
weren’t supposed to kidnap, just kill,” 
Hamas operative Omar Sami Marzuk 
Abu Rusha told Shin Bet agents. “To kill 
every person we see and come back.”

Asked if he was told to murder wom-
en and children as well, Abu Rusha said: 
“Yes.”

“They told us that all the settlers were 
soldiers. There were soldiers among 
them. Kill every single one you see,” he 
said.

In the six-minute interrogation tape, 
the terrorist calmly describes murdering 
young children hiding in a safe room.

“We heard sounds of young children,” 
he said. “The cries of young children. A 
young child, something like that.” “I 
shot and Abu Kamil shot. We shot at the 
door,” he added. “Until we didn’t hear 
noise anymore.”

The Shin Bet agent asked him what 
the difference was between him, given 

he had an order to kill from Hamas’s 
Nukhba commando forces and ISIS.

“In the things the interrogator showed 
me, there is no difference, in the things 
I was shown,” Abu Rusha admitted. “I 
saw videos worse than ISIS. The ones 
the interrogator showed me.”

Some 70 armed terrorists took over 
Kfar Aza, per Israel Defense Forces 
estimates. Hamas terrorists killed more 
than 100 people in the kibbutz, includ-
ing 40 babies. They beheaded some of 
the babies.

Hamas killed at least 1,400 Israelis 
in its Oct. 7 surprise attack on commu-
nities near the Gaza border. Terrorists 
wounded thousands more and took at 
least 240 Israelis and foreign nationals 
captive. HW

“The mission was simply 
to kill,” Hamas operative 
Omar Sami Marzuk Abu 
Rusha told Shin Bet 
interrogators.
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10 Things to Know about Hamas and Hospitals

(JNS) – Hamas has commanded a net-
work of tunnels and terror infrastructure 
in the Gaza Strip since it took control 
there in 2007. The Iranian-backed Pales-
tinian terrorist organization uses civilian 
areas, including hospitals, to store and 
launch rockets and spread propaganda. 
In violation of international law, Hamas 
also uses hospitals to hide command 
centers and shield operatives.

Hamas uses hospitals as shields, in 
violation of the Geneva Conventions

According to international law, hos-
pitals may not be used for military ac-
tivity. According to the 1949 Geneva 
Conventions, “the responsible author-
ities shall ensure that the said medical 
establishments and units are, as far as 
possible, situated in such a manner that 
attacks against military objectives can-
not imperil their safety.” A 1977 addi-
tional protocol says that “under no cir-
cumstances shall medical units be used 
in an attempt to shield military objec-
tives from attack.”

Firing rockets from near hospitals 
is Hamas doctrine

Storing weapons near civilian sites, 
including hospitals, is part of Hamas’s 
doctrine. A NATO report examining 
Hamas activities between 2008 and 
2014 found that they fire “rockets, artil-
lery, and mortars from or in proximity to 
heavily populated civilian areas, often 
from or near facilities which should be 
protected.” Journalists from numerous 
media outlets, including the “Financial 
Times,” have provided eyewitness tes-
timony of rockets launched from near 
hospitals.

Hamas built a command center un-
derneath Shifa Hospital

For years, Hamas has been using a 

The terror group’s use of medical facilities as military sites in contravention of 
international law has been documented for years.

bunker underneath Dar Al-Shifa Hos-
pital, the largest hospital in Gaza, as 
a base of military operations. During 
the 2009 conflict between Israel and 
Hamas, Israeli intelligence officials 
suspected the hospital was being used 
for cover. According to the Meir Amit 
Intelligence and Terrorism Information 
Center, Hamas “closed off some of the 
departments, stationed armed guards 
and closely examined everyone in the 
hospital. … Ismail Haniyeh, head of the 
de facto Hamas administration, set up 
his headquarters in the hospital’s burn 
ward.” Hamas has also insisted on con-
ducting interviews in Shifa’s courtyard, 
using wounded patients as props for 
propaganda.

Hamas has hidden under Shifa 
since 2007

In 2007, a doctor in Shifa Hospital 
said, “The medical staff are suffering 
from fear and terror, particularly of the 
Hamas fighters, who are in every corner 
of the hospital.” Former Israeli intel-
ligence chief Avi Dichter said in 2009 
that Hamas commanders even at times 
wear doctor’s robes. The same year, 
PBS said it “reached a doctor in Gaza 
who believes Hamas officials are hiding 
either in the basement or in a separate 
underground area underneath the hospi-
tal.” By 2014, the hospital had become a 
“de-facto” command center for Hamas.

Journalists have documented the use 
of the hospital by Hamas over the years. 
One foreign journalist said Hamas’s use 
of Shifa is an open secret, but reporters 
in Gaza refuse to report about it out of 
fear for their personal safety.

Hamas used hospitals in its 2014 
war on Israel

In 2014, the conflict between Isra-

el and Hamas spotlighted how Hamas 
made use of hospitals as part of its 
strategy. “In Hamas’s world, hospitals 
are command centers, ambulances are 
transport vehicles and medics are hu-
man shields,” the Israel Defense Forces 
said. This was a flagrant violation of in-
ternational law.

Hamas used al-Wafa Hospital for 
military purposes

Al-Wafa Hospital in the Shajaiyeh 
neighborhood of Gaza City was turned 
into a command center, rocket-launch-
ing site and observation post, according 
to the IDF in 2014. “Hamas repeatedly 
opened fire from hospital windows and 
[launched] anti-tank missiles from the 
premises. Hamas deliberately and cyn-
ically turned the hospital into a legiti-
mate military target.”

When the IDF carried out a precision 
airstrike near the hospital, it first called 
to warn their administrators. Video re-
leased during the 2014 conflict showed 
Hamas launching rockets next to the 
hospital. The IDF claimed the hospital 
has been “a hotbed of terrorists activi-
ties, with gun and anti-tank missile fire 
originating from the site.”

Hamas uses hospitals for propaganda
On Oct. 18, 2023, a rocket fired by 

Palestinian Islamic Jihad struck a park-
ing lot near Al-Ahli Arab Hospital in 
Gaza City. Hamas rushed to blame Is-
rael, claiming that more than 500 had 
been killed. Investigations by Israel, 
U.S. intelligence and major media con-
cluded that the claims by Hamas were 
false. Hamas used the incident to blame 
Israel.

The manipulation behind the al-Ahli 
Hospital incident is part of the wider 
media war by Hamas to use civilians in 

Gaza to score points. This includes in-
flating death tolls in Gaza and spreading 
misinformation.

Hamas commits abuses at hospitals
A 2007 Human Rights Watch report 

recounted how Hamas executed a rival 
Fatah member and his two sons at a hos-
pital in Beit Hanun. In 2008, “The New 
York Times” reported in gory detail how 
Hamas murdered six suspected collabo-
rators in a 24-hour span. In 2014, Pales-
tinian reporter Radjaa Abu Dagga said 
he was taken for questioning by Hamas 
to Al-Shifa hospital. His passport was 
taken and he was prohibited from leav-
ing the Gaza Strip.

Hamas interrogates and tortures at 
hospitals

Fatah also accused Hamas of using 
the hospital’s x-ray department as a 
prison and interrogation room. Amnesty 
International wrote in 2015 that civil-
ians were “interrogated and tortured or 
otherwise ill-treated in a disused outpa-
tient’s clinic within the grounds of Gaza 
City’s main al-Shifa Hospital. At least 
three people arrested during the conflict 
accused of ‘collaboration’ died in cus-
tody.”

Hamas also uses ambulances for 
terrorism

Hamas has also used ambulances 
during the course of the war as part of 
its operations. The use of ambulances 
not only denies civilians who are in-
jured the use of the ambulance but also 
puts at risk medical workers if terrorists 
use the ambulance in the course of their 
activities.

Originally published by the Founda-
tion for Defense of Democracies, a non-
partisan research institute focusing on 
national security and foreign policy. HW

‘After the Terrorists Came the 
Riff-Raff’

(JNS) – Israeli soldiers continue to 
discover enormous piles of household 
and personal items that Hamas terror-
ists looted on Oct. 7 from homes they 
attacked, then ransacked, in the western 
Negev.

Found in open areas between the Is-
raeli communities and the Gaza border 
were suitcases stuffed with stolen cloth-
ing, agricultural equipment, toys, eye-
glasses, electrical equipment, even wall 
posters.

Piles of stolen goods were also found 
in large garbage dumpsters, which 
would have been towed by tractors or 
bulldozers.

“The thing that broke me most was to 
see who came after the terrorists,” said 
Adele Raemer, a resident of Kibbutz 
Nirim who spent hours hiding in a safe 
room during the rampage.

“After the terrorists came the riff-raff. 
Gazans of all ages, all sizes and shapes, 
and they came into our community and 
rampaged, destroyed and stole every-

By Pesach Benson
thing they could. They just took stuff. 
If they wanted something, they stole it, 
just out of meanness, out of hate and 
evil,” she said.

“All along, I was telling people I tru-
ly believed that most Gazans are good, 
most Gazans just want the same things 
we do, to put food on the table, have 
good health and clothing for their chil-
dren,” Raemer said. “After I saw what 
happened on Oct. 7 – aside from the 
Hamas terrorists – all the looters that 
came in and rampaged through the kib-
butz, I’m not so sure anymore. Where 
were all the good Gazans on Oct. 7?”

Video footage of the Oct. 7 attacks 
circulating on social media shows Pal-
estinian civilians and children accom-
panying the terrorists and stealing items 
such as television sets and bicycles.

Some of the videos were Israeli secu-
rity footage; others were filmed by the 
terrorists, who wore GoPro body cam-
eras to capture them murdering men, 
women and children. HW

Items stolen from southern Israel and found by soldiers near the Gaza 
border on Nov. 1, 2023. Credit: TPS.

Protesters Disrupt Blinken 
as He Asks Senate for 
Emergency Wartime Funding 
for Israel
By Ron Kampeas

WASHINGTON (JTA) – Dozens of 
protesters shouting “Ceasefire now!” 
repeatedly disrupted a Senate hearing 
where top Biden Administration offi-
cials were seeking emergency wartime 
assistance funds for Israel and Ukraine.

Sen. Patty Murray, the Washington 
Democrat who chairs the Senate Appro-
priations Committee, asked the Capitol 
police to remove protesters from the 
room at least six times.

The protesters waited until Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken, began his testi-
mony, allowing Murray and Sen. Susan 
Collins of Maine, the top Republican on 
the committee, to deliver their opening 
remarks without interruption.

Blinken, who is Jewish, appeared to 
be the main target of the protesters. By 
the time Lloyd Austin, the defense sec-
retary began his testimony, the protest-
ers appear to have stopped their outcries, 
although a contingent remained behind, 
raising hands stained with fake blood.

“Palestinians aren’t animals!” one 
woman screamed. “Stop funding the 
genocide!” Some of the protesters be-
longed to the Codepink, a woman’s 
antiwar protest group. In each instance, 
protesters chanted, “Ceasefire now!”

Another chant was, “From Palestine 
to Mexico, all the walls have got to go,” 
reflecting a bid by some on the progres-
sive left to link the U.S. migrant crisis 

to Israeli actions on its border with the 
Gaza Strip.

Invading Hamas terrorists from Gaza 
killed more than 1,400 people, wound-
ed thousands and abducted at least 240 
people on Oct. 7. Israel has pounded 
Gaza with air strikes since then and in 
recent days began a ground incursion. 
The Hamas-controlled Gaza health min-
istry says that more than 7,000 Palestin-
ians have been killed, including thou-
sands of children.

Blinken and Austin said the emergen-
cy funds were needed to assist two U.S. 
allied democracies at a time of crisis. 
Ukraine has been repelling a Russian 
invasion for more than 18 months.

As he closed his comments, Blinken 
also nodded toward the concerns of the 
protesters.

“I also hear very much passion [being] 
expressed in this room and outside this 
room,” he said. “All of us are commit-
ted to the protection of civilian life. All 
of us know the suffering that is taking 
place as we speak. All of us are deter-
mined to see it end. But all of us know 
the imperative of standing up with our 
allies and partners when their security, 
when their democracies are threatened. 
That’s what’s happening now. We stand 
resolutely with them even as we stand 
resolutely for the protection of innocent 
civilians.” HW
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

On October 7, 2023, the world awakened to the grim news of the attack by 
Hamas on the State of Israel, the resulting massacre of innocent Israeli citizens 
and foreign nationals, and the realization that innocent children, elderly 
citizens, women and men were taken hostage by the terrorist regime. 

WHEREAS, the land of Israel was promised to Abraham on behalf of the Jewish 
people and the Jewish people maintained ties to that land for thousands of 
years even after their exile; 

WHEREAS, in the aftermath of the murder of 6 million Jews in Europe during 
the Holocaust, the United Nations General Assembly passed a resolution calling 
for the establishment of a Jewish state in the land of Israel; 

WHEREAS, on May 14, 1948, David Ben-Gurion proclaimed the establishment of 
the State of Israel as the Jewish homeland, and United States President Harry 
S. Truman recognized that new nation on that same day;

WHEREAS, the State of Israel, its citizens and the worldwide Jewish community 
have worked hard for over 75 years in maintaining this Jewish homeland and 
working to ensure that the Jewish people can and will be a free people in their 
own land;

WHEREAS, the terrorist acts of Hamas, Hezbollah and neighboring terrorist 
nation states violate the rights of a sovereign nation to live in peace; 

WHEREAS, any sovereign nation has the unequivocal right to protect her 
borders, citizens and her right to an autonomous sovereign existence; 

BE IT RESOLVED, this 26th day of October, 2023, that the Memphis Jewish 
Community Center Board of Directors and Staff stand in absolute solidarity 
with the State of Israel and her people; mourn the loss of innocent lives; pray 
for the safe return of the hostages being held in Gaza; pray for the men and 
women defending our ancestral homeland; and yearn for the day that the 
Jewish people will see peace in the Land of Israel.

Judy Bookman
Board Chair

Larry Skolnick
President/CEO
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Memphis Friends of Israel Holds Memphis Stands with Israel Rally

Community Rally at White Station and Poplar on Sunday, Oct. 29

Left: Jason Caplan with Bat Ami 
and Torah Mitzion ~ Above: Jason 
Caplan, musician Blind Mississippi 
Morris Cummings, and Melody 
Henderson Mathenia Cummings 
Right: Cenker Family

Memphis community unites for a 
day of solidarity


