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Israeli security forces stand next to ambulances waiting outside the
helipad of Tel Aviv's Schneider medical center, as they prepare to receive
hostages released from Gaza, Nov. 24, 2023. Credit: Fadel Senna/AFP via

Getty Images

By Gabe Friedman

This is a developing story. Parts of
this story have been edited by The He-
brew Watchman to reflect updated infor-
mation obtained and reported by JNS.
Saturday and Sunday updates on page 9.

(JTA and JNS) — Hamas released 13
Israeli hostages into Egypt on Friday,
[Nov. 24,] a sign that the four-day cease-
fire brokered between Israel and the ter-
ror group that runs Gaza was holding.

Ten Thai nationals and one Filipino
national were also released in a surprise
additional deal that Egyptian officials
said they had brokered. Thirty-nine Pal-
estinian prisoners were released from

Israel as part of the agreement, and mul-
tiple tankers of humanitarian aid entered
the Gaza Strip.

According to JNS, they headed into
Israel after being driven to Egypt by
the International Committee of the Red
Cross via the Rafah border crossing.

The group, which consisted of wom-
en and children, was set to return home
by Israel Air Force helicopter, which the
military outfitted with special blue and
pink noise-canceling headphones.

The Israeli government released the
names of those released: Yaffa Adar,
85; Chana Peri, 79; Margalit Mozes, 77,
Ruth Mundar, 78, Keren Mundar, 54,
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stages Released after Seven Weeks in Hamas Captivity

Israel Air Force helicopters prepare to take hostages released from the

Gaza Strip, Nov. 24, 2023. Credit: IDF Spokesperson’s Unit.

and Ohad Mundar, 9; Chana Katzir, 76;
Adina Moshe, 72; Danielle Aloni, 45,
and Emilia Aloni, 5; Doron Katz-Asher,
34, and her children Rav Asher, 4, and
Aviv Asher, 2.

According to JNS, “We have a great
privilege to be here at this significant
moment,” Lt. Col. “Yud,” commander of
118 Squadron, said ahead of the rescue
flight. “Today marks the beginning of
the light at the end of the tunnel.”

After arriving at the base, the hos-
tages were set to speak by phone with
their families before being transferred to
hospitals for medical exams and moni-
toring. There, they will be reunited with
loved ones.

The Health Ministry instructed phy-

sicians to carry out exams “sensitively”
and document signs of torture, rape or
other crimes.

The IDF spokesperson called on the
Israeli public to show “patience and sen-
sitivity” and to respect the privacy of the
freed captives and their families.

Hamas released the hostages at around
4 p.m., just minutes before Shabbat be-
gan at sundown.

According to reports, at least some of
the hostages are not aware that they had
family members killed on Oct. 7.

The temporary truce agreed upon ear-
lier [last] week looked like it could have
hit a snag, as the Israeli Defense Forc-

(See Hostages Page 3)

‘Magical Evening’ at Baron Hirsch Marks Installation of Rabbi lan

Katie and Rabbi lan Lichter (second and third from left) with Magical

and Katie Lichter, Demonstrates

Evening co-chairs Penina Wender and David Cooper.

We Stand with Israel.

Support for Israel

By Amara Levine-Reich
Photos by Rivka Braverman

Nearly 350 members and friends of
Baron Hirsch filled the synagogue’s so-
cial hall on Sunday, Nov. 12 for a “Mag-
ical Evening” of fine dining, prayer, ca-
maraderie, entertainment and solidarity
with Israel and to formally install Rabbi
Ian and Rebbetzin Katie Lichter as spir-
itual leaders of the congregation.

The Lichters relocated to Memphis
from Long Island, New York — where
they previously served as assistant rabbi
and rebbetzin of Great Neck Synagogue
— during the summer of 2022. Since
joining Baron Hirsch, they have brought

new life to the congregation’s spiritual,
educational and social program offer-
ings and worked tirelessly to engage
community members of all ages.

“That we sold out of dinner reserva-
tions shows the extent to which Rabbi
Lichter and Katie have forged meaning-
ful connections in just one year,” said
David Cooper, Baron Hirsch’s gabbai
rishon and co-chair of both the rabbin-
ic search committee and the Magical
Evening. “As more of our members
get to know the Lichters through their
caring and compassionate guidance in
moments of celebration and times of

(See Magical Page 7)

There is still so much to be done to help the Israeli people, and Federation is here to
help shine a light, provide resources and foster hope. Donate using the QR code. You

can also send a message to our brothers and sisters in Shoham, our Israeli sister city
by emailing shoham @ jcpmemphis.org, and visit our office to pick up campaign yard

signs, yahrzeit candles, We Stand with Israel bracelets, and blue ribbons.
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Generous Donor Helps
to Refurbish Holocaust

n.. e —

Memorial at MICC

Thank you to Jonathan Hackmeyer and his wife, Angie, (not pictured)

,,,,,

5

for generously donating to have our Holocaust Memorial refurbished
to look as good as new for years to come. Pictured from right to left:
Jonathan Hackmeyer, Lyla Cenker, Akiva Cenker, Jack Cohen (Holocaust
survivor), Sarah Beth Cohen-Wilcox, Aidan Cenker, and Shoshana Cenker

(Holocaust Committee member).

A Jewish Family Owned the
Monticello Estate Longer than Thomas
Jefferson Did. a Documentary Tells

their Story.

Members of the Levy family-owned Monticello for 89 years, longer than Thomas
Jefferson and his descendants. Credit: Courtesy of PerlePress Productions

By Jacob Gurvis

(JTA) — As an early champion of re-
ligious freedom in the United States,
Thomas Jefferson’s regard for and rela-
tionship with Jews has been well-docu-
mented. But the Jewish history of Jef-
ferson’s famous Monticello home is less
known.

Enter the documentary “The Levys of
Monticello,” which hit streaming plat-
forms last Friday and tells the story of
the Jewish family that owned the estate
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for 89 years — longer than Jefferson did
himself.

From Menemsha Films, the docu-
mentary chronicles Uriah Phillips Levy
and his nephew, Jefferson Monroe Levy,
descendants of Sephardic Jews who fled
Portugal during the Inquisition. The el-
der Levy served in the Navy and was the
first Jew to achieve the rank of commo-
dore when he fought in the War of 1812.

In 1834, Levy bought Monticello
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XiX Memphis Candlelighting Time

Erev Shabbat, Fri. Dec. 1, 2023 / 18 Kislev, 5784............covererernnns 4:30 p.m.
Havdalah, Sat. Dec. 2, 2023 / 19 Kislev, 5784...........ccorrrrrerererenns 5:28 p.m.

Weekly Torah Portion: Vayishlach

for $2,700 and, along with 20 slaves,
worked to repair the house and maintain
the grounds. After Levy’s death and a
legal dispute with the U.S. government,
Jefferson Monroe Levy took over. The
younger Levy, who would later serve in
Congress, became the target of an an-
tisemitic campaign by Maude Littleton,
the wife of a congressman who objected
to his ownership.

The film premiered at the Atlanta
Jewish Film Festival in February 2022,
where it won a jury prize, and has won
awards at other Jewish film festivals in
Washington, D.C. and Philadelphia. The

BLUFF CITY BUILDERS

LET US HELP YOU
BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME

CRYE-LEIKE, reaLioRs

Official Real Estate Agent of The Memphis Tigers

director, Steven Pressman, is an Em-
my-nominated filmmaker whose first
two films focused on the Holocaust.

“As I was working on the film, when I
would tell people about the Levys, a lot
of them said, ‘You gotta be kidding,””
Pressman told “J.” The Jewish News
of Northern California. “I enjoy telling
Jewish stories that are new to audienc-
es.”

The film will be available for stream-
ing on Apple TV+ and Amazon Prime
Video, plus the Jewish streaming site
ChaiFlicks and a number of cable pro-
viders.

“We were blown away by the untold
story of the Levy family,” Menemsha
Films founder Neil Friedman said in a
press release. “We are very confident
that a wider audience will be quite eager
to discover this fascinating chapter of
American history which still resonates
to this day.” HW

BRIT-MILAH

RITUAL CIRCUMCISIONS

Rabbi Levi Y.

Klein

Certified Mohel
Pediatrician Recommended
Over 20 Years of Experience

Member of the American Board of Ritual Circumcision

Mohel@JewishMemphis.com
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Hostages...
(Continued From Page 1)

es shelled parts of Gaza into the early
hours of last Friday morning and shot at
Gazans attempting to return to the north-
ern part of the coastal enclave. But Israeli
military and Hamas forces held off from
fighting at the agreed upon time last Fri-
day morning, as did the Hezbollah terror
group on Israel’s border with Lebanon.

Last Tuesday, Israel and Hamas
agreed to a temporary ceasefire that in-
volves, over the course of four days, the
release of around 50 of the over 200 Is-
raelis who have been captured in Gaza
since Oct. 7. Afterward, Hamas can ex-
tend the truce by releasing an additional
10 hostages a day. Along the way, Israel
will release three Palestinian prisoners
for every released hostage.

It is as of now unclear what happens
after the first four days of the truce.
As the hostages were en route to Isra-
el, Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh said,
“Hamas will pursue its effort to halt the
Israeli assault on Gaza” and “complete
the prisoner exchange.”

According to INS, the IDF will refrain
from using surveillance drones in Gaza
for six hours each day of the ceasefire.
Israel will also allow fuel to enter the
Strip during that time and dramatically
increase the volume of goods permitted
into the enclave.

Israel also agreed to commute the
sentences of at least 150 female and
teenage Palestinian security prisoners,
or three terrorists for every hostage
that is released. The Palestinian terror-
ists — many of whom are affiliated with
Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad and
the Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine — will be allowed to return to
their previous places of residence in Je-
rusalem, Judea and Samaria.

Hamas had previously released four
hostages for what it said were “human-

itarian reasons.” Judith Raanan, 59, and
her 17-year-old daughter Natalie were
freed on Oct. 20. Nurit Cooper, 79, and
Yocheved Lifshitz, 85, were let go three
days later.

IDF special forces late last month
also rescued Pvt. Ori Megidish from the
Gaza Strip.

Last week, IDF soldiers operating in
the vicinity of Shifa Hospital in Gaza
City recovered the bodies of Cpl. Noa
Marciano, 19, and Yehudit Weiss, 65.
Both women were murdered during
their captivity.

Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant
told troops last Thursday that the Jewish
state would “complete the victory and
create the impetus for the next groups of
hostages, who will only come back as a
result of pressure.

“I estimate that in the next month or
two, at least in December and January,
and perhaps longer, there will be intense
fighting of the kind we’re currently see-
ing, and in some places even more,” he
said during a visit with the navy’s Shay-
etet 13 commando unit.

Gallant’s remarks echoed those of
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu, who addressed the nation last
Wednesday night and vowed to “contin-
ue until we achieve all our objectives.”

President Joe Biden called a press
conference to address the hostage re-
lease, noting that he was very involved
in conversations with Israeli, Qatari and
Egyptian officials in the lead-up to last
Friday. He also called on the Israeli mil-
itary to work to avoid further Palestinian
casualties in Gaza and emphasized his
continued push for a two-state solution.

“My expectation and hope is that as
we move forward, the rest of the Arab
world and the region is also putting
pressure on all sides to slow this down,
to bring this to an end as quickly as we
can,” Biden said. HW

The MJCC Larisa and Ben Baer
Senior Adult Club Happenings

Lunch is Monday—Friday at 11:30 a.m. All programs start at 12:15 p.m.

Monthly Luncheon is at noon.

Monday, December 4

Speaker: Rabbi Abe Schacter-Gam-
pel, MJCC Director for the Center of
Jewish Life and Learning.

Topic: “Isracl Update.”

With everything going on in the Mid-
dle East, this is a good time to learn from
Rabbi Abe. Please call the front desk,
901-761-0810, to make your reserva-
tions for the lunch and learn session.

Wednesday, December 6

Speaker: Rabbi Jeff Dreifus, Assis-
tant Rabbi at Temple Israel

Topic: “Finding you Inner Light.”

Rabbi Dreifus always finds entertain-
ing ways to teach us. Please come join
with us.

Monday, December 11

Speaker: Rabbi Ian Lichter, head
rabbi of Baron Hirsch Synagogue.

Topic: “The Incredible History of
Chanukah!” Chanukah Starts Thursday
Evening December 7 and ends the eve-
ning of Friday December 15. Please join
us for this historical perspective.

Wednesday December 13

December Monthly Luncheon!

This fun event will feature Hank
and Stan! Hank Sable moved to Mem-
phis in 1993 to open a vintage guitar
store across from the Peabody Hotel.
He met Memphis musicians and began
performing regularly. Hank has been a
member of the Joyce Cobb band for 15
years, playing every Sunday for the Bo-
scos’ brunch. Hank also performs with
Nora Tucker, at the River Inn, and at
Paulette’s. A long-time Creative Aging
musician, Hank plays guitar and violin.

Updated! Renovated! Open Kitchen with Granite,

JennAir, Bosch, Stainless! 24x14 Den w/FP! Office/
Bonus w/Walls of Windows! NEW Roof! NEW
Windows! NEW Fence! NEW Grass! Park Like rear
Grounds and Storage Bldg. $399,900. Remember...
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Memphis-born Woodwinds Master Stan
Jackson was exposed to music at an ear-
ly age. He plays flute, percussion and
keyboards. Stan has worked with music
industry notables Quincy Jones, Jackson
Brown and Kirk Whalum. He performed
frequently in the cast of Puccini’s “La
Boheme” with the Los Angeles Opera.
Stan successfully built and ran a state-
of-the-art Music Multi-Media Center at
the Magnet School, Washington Prep
Music Academy, in South Central Los
Angeles. Since moving back to Mem-
phis, Stan has performed with Joyce
Cobb on Sundays at Boscos’ brunch and
with Hank Sable. Hank and Stan come
to the Luncheon through the help from
Creative Aging. Transportation is avail-
able to those that live near the MJCC for
only $2 roundtrip. Call Steve Kaplan
at 901-259-9220 for more information.
Please call the MJCC Front desk at 901-
761-0810 and Make your Reservation!!
The cost of the Lunch is only $5.

Please come join us from Monday
through Friday for a delicious Kosher
lunch from the Kitchens at the Memphis
Jewish Home. The cost is only $2 for
Seniors.

Reservations are required the day
before by 1 p.m. by contacting Steve
Kaplan, Adult Services Coordinator,
at 901-259-9220 or stevekaplan@jc-
cmemphis.org, or by calling the front
desk at 901-761-0810. HW

Baron Hirsch
Synagogue
December Kol
Rena So-Shuls
Luncheon

Baron Hirsch Synagogue will host the
December Kol Rena SoShuls Luncheon
at noon on Wed., December 6, 2023.

SoShuls luncheons are a great way to
join friends for lunch and to meet new
people. You do not have to be a syna-
gogue member to attend.

The SoShuls luncheons are for people
who are ages 64 and older, and the lun-
cheon cost is $5.00 per person. Bingo
games will follow the luncheon.

The SoShuls Luncheons offer a
welcoming setting, with a delicious
meal and entertainment. December’s
luncheon menu will have salmon cro-
quettes, potato latkes, green beans and
ice cream with toppings.

December’s entertainment features
the Double D Band, courtesy of Cre-
ative Aging. The Double D Band plays
a wide range of music, including mu-
sic from the ‘50s. The band previously
appeared on MTV and BBC, and they
were part of the music scenes in Lon-
don, England, and New York City.

You are invited to join the fun at the
December SoShuls Luncheon at noon
on Wednesday, December 6, 2023, at
Baron Hirsch Synagogue.

Please make your reservations with
Gwen Moody at gwen@baronhirsch.org
or call 901-683-7485.

Come have lunch with the Baron Hirsch
SoShuls and its many attractions. We look
forward to seeing you there! HW

2021 AND 2022
PAST ISSUES

AVAILABLE AT
HEBREWWATCHMAN.COM
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It's Only a Start, But so Far,
it's Gone Well,” Biden Says of

Hostage Deal

JNS - U.S. President Joe Biden spoke
for about 10 minutes last Friday from
Nantucket, Mass., about the release of
hostages from the Gaza Strip.

“It’s only a start, but so far, it’s gone
well,” he said, hours after 13 hostages
were released from nearly 50 days of
captivity in Gaza by the Hamas terrorist
organization. “This is the beginning of a
long journey of healing for them.”

Speaking after 2:15 p.m. local time,
Biden added that Washington won’t
stop until all the hostages are released.
Teddy bears waiting for some of the
youngest hostages “are a stark reminder
of the trauma these children have been
through at such a very young age,” he
said.

Biden said that he and his staff
worked hard to help negotiate the hos-
tage deal, and he thanked Egyptian and
Qatari leaders, as well as Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

“I’ve consistently pressed for a pause
in the fighting for two reasons: to ac-
celerate and expand the humanitarian
assistance going into Gaza, and two, to
facilitate the release of hostages,” Biden
said.

“Hamas doesn’t give a damn about
them,” he said of “innocent Palestin-
ians” who need humanitarian aid.

Biden called for “two states for two

peoples.” He added that “Hamas fears
Israelis and Palestinians living side by
side in peace.”

“Today, let’s continue to be thankful
for all the families that are now and will
soon be brought together again,” he
added.

In response to a question from a re-
porter, Biden said: “I don’t trust Hamas
to do anything. I only trust Hamas to re-
spond to pressure.”

He said of Netanyahu: “I’ve encour-
aged the prime minister to focus on
trying to reduce the number of casual-
ties while he is attempting to eliminate
Hamas, which is a legitimate objective
he has.”

The president mentioned that he
couldn’t prove it, but he thinks that
Hamas attacked Israel when it did be-
cause the United States was working
closely with Saudi Arabia to recognize
Israel.

Last month, Rep. Jim Banks (R-Ind.)
told JNS that Hamas’s attack was an
effort to stymie Saudi-Israecli normal-
ization. “Iran and Hamas knew their
vicious attack would help prevent that
from happening. President Biden must
give up on his failed strategy of ap-
peasement and start holding the Iranian
regime accountable for its crimes,” he
said. HW

Have a Simcha?
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Greal ideas... Targeled Advice

The fami@ cf Alvin A. Gordon invites you
to a memorial celebration.
Bm’ng your stories!

Brought to you by the Gordons, Bruce and Sylvia
Feldbaum, and Marshall and Brenda Gordon.

|

7PM December 3 at Chabad Memphis
2570 Kirby Pkwy, Memphis, TN 38119

SERVICES AVAILABLE

* Driver—courteous and reliable person to take
you anywhere you need to go in Memphis and sur-
rounding areas: Dr’s appointments, Shopping, Er-
rands, Airport. Available weekdays and weekends.

* House Sitting and Dog Sitting—
Responsible adult available to stay with your dogs
while you are away. | love dogs!

Contact Rick Danzig: 901-337-6009

Help Wendy and Avron B.
Fogelman Jewish Family Service
Collect 400 Items in 40 Days!

So far in 2023, Fogelman JFS has dis-
tributed 2,560 pantry bags to individuals
who are struggling with food insecurity.

In November 2022, Fogelman JFS
collected 1,987 items for our Peggy E.
& L.R. Jalenak, Jr. Food and Baby Pan-
try during the annual food drive. That is
ALL from community donations! Get
involved and help us reach our goal this
year as we begin our annual food drive
from Thanksgiving to New Years! We
are able to provide this service because
of generous community donations.

Items needed include pasta and rice,
tuna fish, juice, peanut butter, canned

fruits and vegetables, full-sized hygiene
items, size 4/5 diapers, cereals and
snacks. Please make sure all items are
certified Kosher.

DONATION BUCKETS CAN BE
FOUND AT:

MIJCC Main Entrance

MIJCC’s Early Childhood Center

Fogelman Jewish Family Service

Bornblum Jewish Community School

Margolin Hebrew Academy

To learn more about Fogelman Jew-
ish Family Service programs, please call
901-767-8511. HW

DEADLINE FOR STORIES AND ADS
WEDNESDAY AT 5PM
WE ARE HAPPY TO ACCEPT YOUR
STORIES IN ADVANCE.

‘BBC’: Not Impartial to Rally VS.
Jew-Hatred, Palestinian Flag on
Macy'’s Parade Float

FLAG DURING THANKSGIVING DAY PARADE

An individual member of the Mashpee Wampanoag tribe of American
Indians displays a Palestinian flag at the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade
in Manhattan on Nov. 23, 2023. Source: YouTube/“CBS” Boston

By Menachem Wecker

(JNS) — “We want to make it very
clear that the tribe takes no stance on the
conflicts overseas,” stated the Mashpee
Wampanoag, after a member displayed
a Palestinian flag on the American Indi-
an tribe’s float. “It’s unfortunate that we
are not focused on the beautiful display
of our culture and history at the Macy’s
Day Parade but rather on the actions of
an individual tribal citizen.”

The Council on American-Islamic
Relations (CAIR) had thanked the tribe
“for showing solidarity with the Pales-
tinian people,” and Rep. Cori Bush (D-
Mo.), a member of the “Squad,” wrote:
“This is what solidarity looks like.”

Anti-Israel protesters disrupted the
parade, with some gluing themselves to
the ground along the parade route.

The BBC has reportedly told news
staff that attending a march against an-
tisemitism would be seen as “controver-
sial” and a violation of the company’s
policy on impartiality. “Many people
here have been to the pro-Palestine
marches and are happy to talk about
it at work. People here seem to think
Zionists are evil. One colleague said I
was OK because I wasn’t ‘a proper Zi-
onist,”” one source told the “Daily Mail
Online.” “They don’t have a clue.”

Three British police forces are inves-
tigating antisemitic hate speech at local
mosques after “footage of preachers
calling for Jews to be slaughtered and
Israel to be destroyed has been handed
to detectives at West Midlands Police,
Scotland Yard and Northamptonshire
Police,” the “Daily Mail” reported. “Oh
God, limit their number. Kill them indis-

criminately and do not leave any of them
alive,” one reportedly said. “Oh God,
our Lord. Disperse them. Weaken their
strength, shake the ground beneath their
feet and freeze the blood in their veins.
Make them captive to the Muslims.”

From Oct. 7 to Nov. 20, Toronto expe-
rienced a 192% increase in reported an-
tisemitic incidents compared to that span
last year (38 anti-Jewish hate crimes
compared to 13), per Myron Demkiw,
the city’s police chief. “The numbers are
deeply unsettling but not surprising,”
said Michael Levitt, president and CEO
of the Friends of Simon Wiesenthal
Center for Holocaust Studies, which has
been fielding reports of daily antisemi-
tism from Toronto Jews. (In the same
spans, there were 17 anti-Muslim inci-
dents reported in 2023, compared to one
in 2022 —a 1,600% increase.)

At least 85 Jewish graves were dese-
crated in Belgium. “The chosen location
and the theft of numerous Stars of David
leave little doubt about the antisemitic
nature of the intentions, wrote Paul
Magnette, mayor of the nearby city of
Charleroi, in French. “I strongly con-
demn these despicable actions. ... An-
tisemitism is an evil that we must con-
tinue to fight with all our strength.”

Protesters reportedly lit smoke
bombs, spilled red paint and chanted
that Michael Tuchin was a baby killer
outside a home belonging to the AIPAC
leader in Los Angeles. StopAntisemi-
tism shared video footage on social me-
dia and wrote: “What’s next? The burn-
ing of Synagogues and schools like in
1939 Germany?” HW
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Family of
Alvin A.
Gordon Sends
Invitation to
Celebrate and
Share Stories

woioe AP |
Elaine and Alvin Gordon

The family of Alvin A. Gordon will
remember and celebrate his life on De-
cember 3, 2023, at Chabad Memphis at
2570 Kirby Parkway.

Please join Alvin’s family: wife,
Elaine, son Baruch (Bruce) and his wife,
Anat, from Israel, and Memphians Rob-
ert and his wife, Tara.

Alvin nourished many communities
and interacted with a wide range of peo-
ple. The family invites them all to come
remember their friend, his quick wit, his
insight, his kindness. After a few words
from the family, anyone with a good sto-
ry will be invited to speak. Please share
your memories! Desserts and I’chayims
will be served. HW

Fogelman
JFS Gleaning
Partnership
2023

Begun in spring 2017, the Wendy and
Avron B. Fogelman Jewish Family Ser-
vice (Fogelman JFS) gleaning program
with Beth Sholom synagogue continues
to be one of our most impactful commu-
nity partnerships. Throughout the spring
and summer, the Beth Sholom Tikkun
Olam Committee organizes congrega-
tional volunteers to collect (or “glean’)
donated fresh produce from vendors at
the Agricenter. These volunteers then
sort the produce with Fogelman JFS
staff for distribution to clients in the
agency’s Finestone Family Home De-
livered Meals and Peggy E. and L.R.
Jalenak, Jr. Food Pantry.

Excess or over-ripe produce is shared
with a newer partner, the Church of the
Holy Communion. Their volunteers
cook and process the produce for other
area food programs for those in need.

Over the summer of 2023, about a
dozen Beth Sholom volunteers (includ-
ing two enthusiastic pre-teens) heroical-
ly gleaned every Wednesday afternoon
despite the stunning heat. They gleaned
an amazing amount of food — almost a
TON (1978 pounds!) — a wide variety
of fruit and vegetables from seven dif-
ferent vendors. Over the fall and winter
months, Beth Sholom members faithful-
ly continue to support the Fogelman JFS
food programs through purchasing and
donating fresh fruit each week.

Fogelman Jewish Family Service is so
very grateful for this continuing mitzvah
of support that helps so many commu-
nity residents get fresh, healthy food!
For more information about the glean-
ing program, contact Fogelman JFS at
901.767-8511. HW

THE GREEKS GLORIFIED
THE IDEA OF MAN BEING
IN PRIME PHYSICAL
SHAPE
ON CHANUKAH, WE EAT
OILY FOODS TO ENSURE
WE NEVER BECOME LIKE
THE GREEKS

Andrew Tavin

ELICOMEDY.COM

Baron Hirsch Congregation

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14 @ 5:30 PM
FOOD | COMEDIAN | CHESED PROJECTS

MAKE TZITZIT FOR TZAHAL &
GIFTS FOR DISPLACED ISRAELI FAMILIES

ONLINE RESERVATIONS

EARLY BIRD SIGN UP BY 12/8
Adult/Teen: $25: Child (6-12) $15
5 & Under Free

baronhirsch.shulcloud.com/form/Chanukah
AFTER 12/8
Adult/Teens $30; Child (6-12) $20
5 & Under Free

WALK-INS AT THE DOOR
Steve & Esther Graber Adult/Teen $35; Child (6-12) $25

larry & Teri Graber 5 & Under Free
Glenn & Pammy Graber SPONSORSHIPS

Roy & Tova Graber Gold ($500) Table of Ten
Silver ($360) Table of Ten
Bronze ($100) Chesed Project

Sponsored in memory
of the yahrizeits of

Marlin & Evelyn Graber z°

Watch Them Thrive with In-Home Care

The specially trained caregivers at Comfort Keepers pro- In-Home

vide meaningful, in-home care so seniors can live inde- Care Services
pendently. From providing companionship to caring for + Personal care
those with dementia, we're here to help your loved one - Companionship and

thrive and give you peace of mind. housekeeping

+ Dementia and
901-207-8209 Alzheimer's care
Home + Life + Care | ComfortKeepers.com - Respite care

Comfort Keepers of the Mid-South, 5668 S Rex Rd #200, Memphis, Tennessee 38119

- . : . - Safety solutions
© 2022 CK Franchising, Inc. An international network where most offices are independently owned and operated.
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Eli Ostrow Joins 300,000 in

March for Israel

Eli Ostrowlmeets Representative
David Kustoff

Eli Ostrow

On November 14, 2023, 1, along with
three fellow University of Memphis stu-
dents, had the honor of representing our
institution amidst a group of nearly 200
Jewish individuals from Memphis at the
March for Israel in Washington, D.C.
From the moment our plane touched
down in the nation’s capital, a wave of
unprecedented pride overcame me, as |
knew I soon would be part of an event
of historic magnitude.

Upon reaching the Capitol Mall for the
rally, the sheer size of the crowd left me in
awe. The atmosphere of the rally was in-
tense and emotionally charged, as numer-
ous participants displayed a range of emo-

tions — smiles, tears, shouts and reflective
silence. Many were bearing signs with
statements such as “Let My People Go”
and “Never Again means Never Again.”
The organizers of the rally were distribut-
ing large posters with the pictures, names
and stories of the hostages currently being
held captive by Hamas. Every few min-
utes another chant would break out with
the crowd screaming “bring them home”
or “Am Yisrael Chai.”

Following the rally, the Memphis
delegation proceeded to the House of
Representatives for meetings with Rep-
resentatives David Kustoff and Steve
Cohen, along with Senators Marsha
Blackburn and Bill Hagerty. During
these sessions, congressional leaders
shared insights into their experiences in
the House since the tragic events of Oc-
tober 7. They also reassured us of their
unwavering commitment to champion-
ing Israel on the legislative floor.

Departing from the hallowed halls
of the House of Representatives, our
group returned to the airport. As I left
Washington, D.C., I carried with me a
revitalized sense of pride in my Jewish
identity and an empowered hope for a
swift resolution to the ongoing conflict.
The trip proved to be a transformative
experience, amplifying my dedication
to advocating against antisemitism and
fostering a lasting commitment to the
cause. HW

Michael Blen DDS -- Lydia Watson DDS

Pediatric Dentistry

6363 Poplar Ave, Suite 110 -- Memphis, TN 38119
901-415-2536 -- www.drblen.com

@ Chabad, 2570 Kirby Parkway

| GIANT MENORAH LIGHTING | /

AERIAL ACROBATICS .
[ FIRE SHOW |

GELT DROP v
| LATKES | [DOUGHNUTS| [HOT APPLE CIDER |

Free of charge

For more info call 901-754-0404

MHA Students Travel to
Washington Rally

MHA boys stop to daven along route to Washington rally

By Ethan VanderWalde

Two weeks ago on Tuesday, the Mar-
golin Hebrew Academy left on what
would turn into the trip of a lifetime. At
5 in the afternoon, we left Memphis to
represent our school at the D.C. Israel
rally, an event that took place in the Na-
tional Mall at our nation’s capital.

Hundreds of thousands of Jews from
across the country came to support Is-
rael and stand against antisemitism,
and we were very lucky to be counted
among those who spoke out for truth.
However, it was definitely not easy to
take part in this historic event coming
all the way from Memphis. Our school
drove on two buses for 16 hours to
Washington, making an overnight trip
both ways. We drove across the coun-
try, making stops at gas stations along
the way to refuel and stretch our legs.
We davened Maariv (evening prayers)
in front of a gas station in the middle
of the night, and when the sun rose, we
stopped at a rest stop in Virginia to dav-
en Shacharit (morning prayers) in the
freezing cold. It was during these times
that I really felt lucky to be able to ex-
ercise my right to freedom of religion in
the U.S, by praying in literally the most
random places in the country.

About an hour after stopping in Vir-
ginia we finally arrived at our destina-
tion, a parking lot near the D.C. metro.
With numerous Israeli flags in hand,
we walked among hundreds of other
students and teachers to the metro line,
which we took to the National Mall.

We first went to the big green field in
front of the National Museum of Natu-
ral History, where throngs of students
from schools around North America
were gathered for the “pre-rally.” It was
pretty amazing to see so many Jewish
teenagers in one place, but what real-
ly impressed me was the rally near the
Capitol building.

When we got inside, it was so crowd-
ed that we could barely move. It felt like
there were a million people there, but
we kept bumping into Jews we knew
from other cities, as if a game of Jewish
geography met with ping-pong.

When we finally found a spot to set-
tle down, we got the opportunity to hear

from amazing people such as former
Soviet dissident Natan Sharansky and
Israeli President Issac Herzog.

There were also speakers who shared
their personal experiences with the trag-
edies of October 7, including the mother
of one of the Hamas-held hostages in
Gaza. It was really inspiring to see her
stand up and speak to so many in her
current situation, and I can’t even begin
to imagine the pain and anxiety she is
going through not knowing if her son is
okay or not.

After the rally ended, we felt like we
had accomplished something signif-
icant, and we were proud that we had
made the trip to be a part of it. Before
driving back to Memphis, we stopped
at Berman Hebrew Academy in Silver
Spring to eat dinner and rest for a lit-
tle bit before driving another 16 hours.
When we finally got on the bus, we were
all so tired that most of us fell asleep
right away, and only woke up when the
sun rose again.

We arrived back in Memphis at around
noon on Thursday, about 43 hours after
we left. We hopped off the bus and went
back to our homes, feeling proud and
connected to something that was big-
ger than ourselves (but mostly we felt
exhausted from our 32-hour, there-and-
back, overnight bus experience). HW
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Magical...
(Continued From Page 1)

Magical Evening co-chair David
Cooper presented a $40,000
contribution from Baron Hirsch
to Bluma Zuckerbrot-Finkelstein,
chief impact officer and executive
vice president of Memphis Jewish
Federation, for the organization’s
emergency Israel campaign.

Sorrow, our congregation’s appreciation
and admiration of this wonderful couple
continue to grow.”

Plans were underway for the Lichters’
Nov. 12 installation dinner months be-
fore Hamas attacked Israel on Simchat
Torah, killing more than 1,200 civilians
and kidnapping more than 200 hostages.

“In light of the terrible tragedy of Oct. 7
and the ongoing war in our beloved state
of Israel, we decided to shift the focus of
the evening to recognize that we cannot
fully celebrate when Jewish lives are tak-
en and continue to be in peril,” said Pen-
ina Wender, first vice president of Baron
Hirsch and Magical Evening co-chair.

During the event’s cocktail hour, at-

A table displaying the names of
the Israeli hostages remained
empty throughout the Magical
Evening.

tendees recorded video messages of
appreciation and support for members
of the Israel Defense Forces (IDF).
The dinner program began with the
recitation of four chapters of Tehillim
(Psalms) and prayers for the state of
Israel, IDF and hostages in captivity;
simultaneously, a slideshow displayed
photos of 32 IDF soldiers with ties to
Memphis serving on the front lines of
the war with Hamas.

“It was an incredibly powerful mo-
ment that reinforced the deep connection
between the Memphis Jewish communi-
ty and the state of Israel,” Wender said.

Baron Hirsch announced prior to the
event that, once the synagogue’s fund-
raising goal was met, all additional
monies would be donated to Memphis
Jewish Federation’s $3 million emer-
gency campaign for Israel. Thanks to
the generous support of hundreds of
congregants, Baron Hirsch was able
to contribute $40,000 to the communi-
ty-wide effort.

“This is a proud testament to Baron
Hirsch’s firm commitment to the people
and state of Israel and the great work of
Memphis Jewish Federation,” Wender
said.

Prior to the installation ceremony,
guests enjoyed remarks from Rabbi Me-
nachem Penner, dean of Yeshiva Uni-
versity’s Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theo-
logical Seminary, from which Rabbi
Lichter received his ordination. Rabbi
Penner was an early career mentor to
both Rabbi and Rebbetzin Lichter and
remains a close friend of the family. He
congratulated Baron Hirsch on their ex-
cellent choice of rabbi and rebbetzin in
the Lichters.

“It brings me great nachas (pride) to
see my students rise to such prominent
positions,” Rabbi Penner said.

For the first time in the congregation’s
161-year history, Baron Hirsch included
the installation of the rebbetzin, in ad-
dition to the rabbi, as part of the cere-
mony. “Katie is a true partner in leading
this congregation,” Wender said.

Accepting the formal charge from
the congregation, Rabbi Lichter said, “I
welcome this appointment of being your
rabbi. Katie and I are thrilled to be part
of such a historic and warm synagogue
family. We are filled with a true sense of
gratitude to G-d and the membership of
Baron Hirsch who have facilitated such
a smooth transition for us.”

Dramatic black, white and gold décor

Magician Jason Ladanye (center) invited (from left) Matt Moss, Rabbi lan
and Katie Lichter, and Jade Moss on stage to participate in a card trick

during his performance.

throughout the social hall set the tone for
the evening’s “magical” theme. Guests
were treated to kosher catering by pre-
mier Memphis chef Erling Jensen, as
well as signature cocktails named the
“Cosmic Katie” and the “Ianstallation”
in honor of the Lichters.

To conclude the evening, attendees
were regaled with sleight-of-hand card
tricks by award-winning magician Jason
Ladanye. His performance was gener-
ously sponsored by Judy and Larry Moss.

In a meaningful display of solidar-
ity, Ladanye proclaimed his steadfast
support for Israel and gave a portion of
his honorarium to Federation’s emer-
gency campaign. (More on the commu-
nity-wide effort can be found online at
tinyurl.com/givetoisrael2023.) The ges-
ture was met with a standing ovation.

“Baron Hirsch plays a unique role in
the Memphis Jewish community,” Rab-
bi Lichter said. “Katie and I will contin-
ue working to ensure that all Jews can
view it as a spiritual home for their fam-

ily. May G-d’s blessings for the Jewish
people include our community, and may
our gratitude for those blessings be evi-
dent in everything we do together.” HW

Yeshiva University’s Rabbi
Menachem Penner, mentor to
Rabbi and Rebbetzin Lichter,
addressed a sold-out Magical
Evening crowd.

=

Smgﬂ Firm CL-lijc-Gre, Big—Flrm Resﬁlts

Serving our community for decades with a broad range of
Personal and Business Legal Services including Real Estate,
Business Transactions, Wills, Trusts and Estate Planning and
Litigation in State and Federal Courts.

—| | —

THE EMBASSY APARTMENTS

A DATTEL REALTY PROPERTY

“Luxury and Location”

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
901-685-8020

505 South Perkins Rd. | 1BR | 2BR | Penthouses
In the Heart of East Memphis | Utilities Included
See our floorplans
@ embassyaptsmemphis.com

- g EE

Teresa M. Bernhardt

Michael D. Kaplan
Neil Harkavy
Jason D. Salomon
Jason M. Goldstein
Derek Whitlock
Laura Kessler Mason
Hillary Weiss Samuels
Jeremiah McGuire
Sorrelle Dattel

Laurie A. Cooper
Steve R. Graber
Alan L. Kosten

Ronald M. Harkavy (Retired)
Raymond Shainberg (1930-2018)
Allen Dunstan (1948-2017)

8’6 .7‘[0_]98 Preparing for Life’s Final Journey

with Comjaassion and Care
Hospice & Palliative Care

.

1125 Schilling Blvd. East, Suite 101

o (e - Collierville, TN 38017
o Josh Goldin, LMSW office: 901-560-3600
ACCREDITED “e:’"s WWW.hOSpiceofhopetn.com




PAGE8 | NOVEMBER 30, 2023

THE HEBREW WATCHMAN | hebrewwatchman.com

U.S. Economy: Soft Landing or Delayed Recession?

Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director - Investments, Wells Fargo Advisors
Questions for Mike? You can reach him at 901.761.8151 or Michael .Stein@WellsF argoAdvisors.com * fa.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael-stein

Economists have been predicting a
recession for the U.S. economy ever
since the Federal Reserve began aggres-
sively raising interest rates in 2022. This
is Econ 101. High interest rates, which
make it more expensive to borrow, are
intended to tame inflation by slow-
ing business and consumer spending.
A rapid and extreme increase in rates,
as the Fed has carried out over the last
year and a half, can be expected to slam
the economy into reverse. The classic
example is the early 1980s, when the
Fed pushed the economy into a deep
recession in order to stop runaway dou-
ble-digit inflation.'

So far, the economy is proving resil-
ient in the face of interest-rate pressure.
Inflation, as measured by the 12-month
change in the consumer price index
(CPI), dropped from a high of 9.1% in
June 2022 to 3.2% in July 2023. Growth
in real gross domestic product (GDP)
was a solid 2.1% in Q2 2023, and the
August unemployment rate was 3.8%,
up from 3.5% in July but still near a 50-
year low.>” These “headline” numbers
suggest an economy coming in for a
“soft landing” — a term for controlling
inflation without serious economic dam-
age. As with most headlines, however,
the full story is more complex.

Long-term Inflation Prospects

Although consumers may notice the
ups and downs of prices, the Fed is
primarily concerned with controlling
the longer-term inflationary trend. Its
preferred measure is the price index
for personal consumption expenditures
(PCE), which captures a wider range of

WELLS

FARGO Advisors

spending than the CPI, and the target for
a healthy economy is PCE inflation of
2.0%. The 12-month change in the PCE
price index was 3.3% in July 2023,down
from a high of 7.0% in June 2022. The
Fed also looks closely at “core” PCE,
which excludes volatile food and ener-
gy prices and ran at a 4.2% 12-month
rate in July. These numbers have trend-
ed downward over the last year, but they
ticked upward in July and are still above
the Fed’s target. It remains to be seen
whether further increases in interest
rates will be necessary.*

A Slower but Sound Labor Market

Despite rising rates and predictions
of a recession, businesses have con-
tinued to hire workers at a solid pace.
The 187,000 jobs added in August was
slower than post-pandemic job growth
(over 200,000 jobs for 29 months) but a
solid bounceback from lows of 105,000
in June and 157,000 in July.’ Unlike
typical recessions, when lower-paid
workers are often the first to go, recent
layoffs have tended to be in industries
like finance and tech, where higher-paid
workers typically have other job pros-
pects and savings to maintain financial
stability. Some analysts have called this
a “richcession” (though the workers are
hardly rich), and it may be dampening
the effects of a jobs slowdown on the
broader economy.®

Strong Spending by Businesses and
Consumers

Steady hiring is one indication that
businesses are continuing to spend
and expand. The Q2 GDP report also
showed increased investments in equip-

Forbes Best-In-State Wealth

Advisors

We are pleased to announce that Mike Stein, Managing Director
—Investments was recognized on the 2023 Forbes Best-In-State
Wealth Advisors List. This recognition serves as a reminder that we
are committed to working every day toward the financial success

of our clients.

Let’s Connect

Mike Stein

Managing Director — Investments
6075 Poplar Ave

Memphis, TN 38119

Direct: (901) 761-8151

michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com

ttps://homewellsfargoadvisors.com/michael.stein

The Forbes Best-in-State Wealth Advisors rating algorithm is based on the previous
year’s industry experience, interviews, compliance records, assets under management,
revenue and other criteria by SHOOK Research, LLC, which does not receive
compensation from the advisors or their firms in exchange for placement on a rating.
Investment performance is not a criterion. Self-completed survey was used for rating.
This rating is not related to the quality of the investment advice and based solely on

the disclosed criteria.
Investment and Insurance Products:

» NOT FDIC Insured ™ NO Bank Guarantee » MAY Lose Value

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-
dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.
© 2022 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. CAR-0822-04792

ment, nonresidential structures, and in-
tellectual property.” All of these point to
expectations of business growth. Many
companies restructured their debt when
interest rates were low, which has de-
layed the impact of higher borrowing
costs, and may put off widespread ef-
fects for some time .

Consumer spending accounts for two-
thirds of GDP, and increased spend-
ing was a key contributor to Q2 GDP
growth. Spending accelerated even
further in July, increasing 0.8% over
June — the largest month-over-month
increase since January.’ Like business-
es, many consumers still carry debt
with low interest rates, providing more
discretionary income.'” Spending may
slow as pandemic-era savings dwindle
and student loan payments resume, but
a strong job market could help maintain
consumer momentum. "

Expectations and the Wage-Price
Spiral

Two factors that can drive inflation
are consumer expectations and the so-
called wage-price spiral — when rap-
idly rising wages push demand and a
willingness to pay higher prices, which
leads to higher wages and more de-
mand. Both of these seem to be settling.
In a July 2023 survey, consumer expec-
tations for inflation in one year dropped
to 3.5% - the lowest since April 2021
— while expectations for three and five
years dropped to 2.9%.'* Average hourly
wages increased 4.3% for the 12-month
period ending August 2023, higher than
the rate of inflation but down from 5.4%
a year earlier."”

Signs of Trouble Remain

Although most current data indicates
that inflation is cooling with a modest
economic slowdown, it takes time for
interest rate changes to work their way
through the economy. Pessimists point
to measures that suggest a recession
may still be on the way. The Conference
Board Leading Economic Index, a suite
of 10 statistics that tend to rise and fall
ahead of the broader economy, fell for
the 16th straight month in July 2023."
The yield curve (yields of U.S. Treasury
securities by maturity date) has been in-

verted since mid 2022, and the disparity
between the 2-year and 10-year Trea-
suries — traditionally a sign of a coming
recession — reached its most extreme in-
version since 1981 in early July.'®

More optimistic analysts suggest
that these indicators may not apply to
the current situation: a strong economy
briefly derailed by the pandemic, with a
big, fast bounceback and inflation due
to supply-chain disruptions and pent-up
demand. In this view, the economy is
finding its footing after these extremes
and may be poised for extended growth.
Time will tell, but for now the predicted
recession seems hard to find.

U.S. Treasury securities are guaran-
teed by the federal government as to the
timely payment of principal and interest,
but their principal value fluctuates with
market conditions. If not held to maturi-
ty, they could be worth more or less than
the original amount paid. Forecasts are
based on current conditions, are subject
to change, and may not come to pass.

1, 10) The Wall Street Journal, July 27,2023

2,5, 13) U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2023

3-4,7,9) U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis,
2023

6) Associated Press, July 29,2023

8) Insider, July 21,2023

11) Reuters, August 15,2023

12) Federal Reserve Bank of New York, August
14,2023

14) The Conference Board, August 17,2023

15) CNBC, July 7,2023

This information is not intended as tax, legal,
investment, or retirement advice or recommenda-
tions, and it may not be relied on for the purpose
of avoiding any federal tax penalties. You are en-
couraged to seek guidance from an independent
tax or legal professional. The content is derived
from sources believed to be accurate. Neither the
information presented nor any opinion expressed
constitutes a solicitation for the purchase or sale
of any security. This material was written and pre-
pared by Broadridge Advisor Solutions. © 2023
Broadridge Financial Solutions, Inc.

Investment and Insurance Products are:
Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Feder-
al Government Agency

Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of,
or Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any
Bank Affiliate

Subject to Investment Risks, Including
Possible Loss of the Principal Amount
Invested HW

Disgraced Hollywood Director
Brett Ratner Immigrates to Israel

By Ron Kampeas

(JTA) — Brett Ratner, the director and
producer of Hollywood blockbusters
who is seeking a comeback from alle-
gations of sexual misconduct, has emi-
grated to Israel.

Ratner posted an Instagram story [last
month] showing the passbook that Israel
issues to new immigrants, granting them
tax breaks and other benefits. He cap-
tioned it in Hebrew, “Brett Shai Ratner.”
He appears to have posted more recent
Instagram stories from Israel, according
to a report in Walla.

The Instagram posts came just a week
after he published a photo of himself,
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu, Sara Netanyahu and pro-Israel
figure Alan Dershowitz together at the
United Nations. Ratner and Dershowitz
were special guests of Netanyahu at his
speech to the body. The director was for
a time a business partner of James Pack-
er, the Australian media mogul who is
close to the Netanyahu family.

Ratner — who directed blockbusters,
including the “Rush Hour” series, and
produced others, including “Horrible

Bosses” — was swept up in the early
wave of “#MeToo” allegations about
powerful Hollywood figures. In 2017,
six women accused Ratner of sexual ha-
rassment and misconduct. He denied all
charges, but major studios cut ties with
him.

In 2021, Hollywood media reported
that Ratner hoped for a comeback and
was signed on to direct a biopic about
Milli Vanilli, the early 1990s R&B duo
who were revealed to be lip-syncing
their songs. Pushback from women’s
defense groups that arose out of the
#MeToo movement led the production
company to nix the project.

Ratner was well known as a supporter
of Jewish and Israeli organizations and
has been honored for his Jewish philan-
thropy and other humanitarian efforts.

In June, “Variety” reported that Bryan
Singer — who directed big budget super-
hero films such as “X-Men” and who
was also disgraced by #MeToo allega-
tions — has been living in Israel in recent
years and similarly seeking to revive his
career. HW
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After Delay, 13 more Israelis Freed on 2nd
Day of Truce with Hamas

1 Ve
Ohad Monder, 9, reunites with his
father and brother after 49 days in
Hamas captivity in the Gaza Strip,
Nov. 25, 2023. Credit: Schneider
Children’s Hospital.

By Charles Bybelezer, Adam

Haskel

(JNS) — Thirteen Israeli hostages were
freed from Hamas captivity last Satur-
day night, in the second such exchange
since a four-day truce took effect in the
Gaza Strip the previous day.

Hamas had delayed the release for
seven hours after accusing Israel of vi-
olating the terms of the ceasefire deal.

A senior official in Jerusalem had at-
tributed the hold-up to a “technical mat-
ter” but security sources later said the
IDF’s ground offensive in Gaza would

recommence if the captives were not
freed by midnight.

Red Cross representatives were bring-
ing the 13 Israelis from Gaza to Egypt’s
Sinai Peninsula through the Rafah bor-
der crossing.

The hostages were set to be met by Is-
rael Security Agency (Shin Bet) agents
in Egypt and then taken by IDF sol-
diers in an operation dubbed “Heaven’s
Door” into southern Israel via the Ker-
em Shalom crossing.

They were then slated to head to
Hatzerim Airbase near Beersheba for an
initial physical and mental checkup be-
fore being flown by helicopter or taken
by ambulance to medical centers across
Israel to be reunited with their relatives.

In a separate deal, Qatar announced
last Saturday that at least four foreign
nationals were also released from cap-
tivity. A day earlier, Egypt had success-
fully negotiated the release of 10 Thai
nationals and one Filipino who were ab-
ducted during Hamas’s Oct. 7 onslaught.

Meanwhile, the Israel Prison Service
said last Saturday it would release 39
Palestinian security prisoners in accor-
dance with the deal. The terrorists were
slated to be moved to Ofer Prison for
medical checks by the International Red
Cross, ahead of their release to Jerusa-
lem, Judea and Samaria.

The same process took place last Fri-
day when another 39 Palestinian terrorists
were freed as part of the truce agreement.

Palestinian Islamic Jihad (P1J), which
holds some of the hostages in the Gaza
Strip, previously announced that Katzir,

17 Additional Hostages Released

By Ben Sales

November 26, 2023 (JTA) — Hamas
has released 17 more hostages — 14 Is-
raelis, including one U.S. citizen, and
three foreign nationals — to the Red
Cross as part of its agreement with Isra-
el to pause the fighting in the Gaza Strip.

In total, the terror group has now re-
leased 40 Israeli hostages, nearly all
of them women and children, to Israel
as part of an agreement that includes
a ceasefire in Gaza and the release of
some 150 Palestinians in Israeli prison
on security offenses. According to the
deal, Hamas will release 50 Israeli hos-
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tages in exchange for a four-day pause
in the fighting, but that truce could ex-
tend: Israel will continue the ceasefire
for one additional day for every 10 hos-
tages Hamas releases.

Hamas has released a total of 18 for-
eign hostages, nearly all of them Thai,
under a separate agreement reached by
the Thai government via Iran.

Sunday’s release, for the first time, in-
cluded a younger Israeli man. According
to the Israeli publication “Ynet,” the Is-
raeli hostages released Sunday include:

Abigail Mor Idan, 3, an American-Is-
raeli citizen.

Hagar Brodutch and her children Ofri,
10, Yuval 8, and Uriyah, 4.

Sisters Dafna and Ela Elyakim, 15
and 8.

Chen Almog-Goldstein, 48, and her
children Agam, 17, Gal, 11, and Tal, 9.
Their husband and father, Nadav, was
killed in the massacre, as was another
child.

Aviva Siegel, 62, who immigrated to
Israel from South Africa. Her American
husband, Keith, is still being held hostage.

Alma Avraham, 84.

Roni Krivoi, 25.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu vowed to continue the fighting af-
ter the ceasefire ends, with the aim of de-
posing Hamas in Gaza. He visited Israeli
troops in the Gaza Strip on Sunday. HW
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from Kibbutz Nir Oz, had died in captiv-
ity. Katzir had appeared in a propaganda
video circulated by the Iranian-backed
terrorist group.

Last Saturday, the freed captives con-
tinued to be reunited with their families.
In a video released by the Schneider
Children’s Medical Center of Israel in
Petach Tikvah, Ohad Monder is seen
running towards his father and being
swept up into his arms. Ohad turned 9
years old while held in Gaza.

As part of the ceasefire agreement
approved by the Israeli Cabinet last
Wednesday, Hamas will release 12 to 13
hostages each day of the four-day truce.
The release of every additional 10 hos-
tages will result in one additional day in
the pause in combat.

Over the past two days, some 200
trucks carrying humanitarian aid have
entered Gaza from Sinai, with more than
50 of them designated for the northern
part of the Strip.

Last Saturday, the UN delivered over
50 trucks containing humanitarian aid
(food, water, shelter and medical sup-
plies) to the northern Gaza Strip and to
shelters that have not yet been evacuated.

The aid is delivered through the evacu-
ation corridor in coordination with Israel.

On Saturday, the Israel Defense Min-
istry’s Coordinator for Government Ac-
tivities in the Territories (COGAT) unit
announced that four tankers of fuel and
four tankers of cooking gas had entered
Gaza from Egypt through the Rafah
crossing.

Last Saturday night, tens of thousands
of Israelis participated in a rally in Tel
Aviv calling for the return of every hos-
tage being held by Palestinian terror
groups in Gaza.

White House National Security Coun-
cil spokesperson Adrienne Watson said
in a statement last Saturday that U.S.
President Joe Biden was briefed on de-
velopments throughout the day.

Biden also phoned Qatari Emir
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani to discuss
the delay in the implementation of the
hostage deal.

Earlier, U.S. Ambassador to Israel
Jack Lew expressed relief that hostag-
es were reuniting with their loved ones,
adding that Washington “won’t rest un-
til everyone comes home.”

In a statement last Friday following
the release of the first 13 Israeli hostag-
es, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
said, “We just completed the return of
the first of our hostages: children, their
mothers and additional women. Each of
them is an entire world.

“But I emphasize to you, the families,
and to you, citizens of Israel: We are
committed to returning all the hostages.
This is one of the aims of the war and
we are committed to achieving all the
aims of the war.”

Last Saturday, Israeli Defense Minis-
ter Yoav Gallant vowed during a tour of
the Gaza Strip that IDF troops would not
leave the enclave until all of the estimat-
ed remaining 225 captives are returned.

“As soon as the military pressure is
on, they [Hamas] want a break. When
you increase the pressure, they want an-
other break. When you increase more,
they are ready to come with an offer,
and when you increase even more, they
come with an offer that can be accept-
ed,” said Gallant.

“We cannot stop the war until we
reach a situation in which we bring all
the hostages back,” he said, adding:
“Any further negotiations will be under
fire. If Hamas wants to discuss another
deal, it will be while bombs fall.” HW

OBITUARIES

Raquel Scheuner Hammer

Raquel Scheuner Hammer, a successful
business woman devoted to, and much
loved by, her family, passed away on Oc-
tober 24, 2023 in Memphis, Tennessee, at
the age of 87, after a long battle with Par-
kinson’s. The funeral was held at the Bar-
on Hirsch Cemetery on October 25, 2023.

Raquel was born in 1936 in Brooklyn,
New York, and came from humble be-
ginnings. She was driven to build a bet-
ter life for her family and herself. After
graduating from Treadwell High School
and attending Memphis State, where she
majored in Child Psychology, she met
Herman Hammer (d. 1986), may his
memory be a blessing. They were mar-
ried in 1955 by Rabbi Nathan Greenblatt.
Raquel parlayed her fascination with
investing into a career as a stockbroker
and, with her husband, built a portfolio
of commercial real estate investments.
She pursued both of these to be able to
provide her daughters the best possible
educations and lives, and worked hard to
come up with the money for them to both
graduate from St. Mary’s, Rhodes Col-
lege, and Vanderbilt Law School.

She was also passionate about classi-
cal music and reading the classics. She
instilled this love in her children. Raquel
was an accomplished pianist at an early
age and was fortunate enough to study
with the acclaimed pianist and compos-
er Mischa Feibish. She saw to it that her
daughters had both piano and violin les-
sons and played in the Memphis Youth
Symphony. Raquel served on the board
of the Youth Symphony. Volunteering
to help support Brandeis University’s
library was another cause she was pas-
sionate about, and she served in leader-
ship roles on the board of the Brandeis
Women’s organization.

Raquel Scheuner Hammer was smart, a
savvy investor, and a devoted mother and
grandmother. She will be greatly missed
by the many people whose lives she im-
pacted. She is survived by her daughters,
Karen Hammer and Sharon Hammer,
and her granddaughter, Alexandra Ham-
mer-Greenberg (Bailey Ehrenpreis). The
family requests that any memorials be
sent to Baron Hirsch Synagogue. HW

Poll: More than a
Third of Jewish
Students Hide their
Identity at College

(JNS) — New research shows the
extent to which the war provoked by
Hamas’s Oct. 7 terrorist attack has
spilled over to university campuses.

Hillel International commissioned the
Benenson Strategy Group to poll 300 Jew-
ish college students between Nov. 14-15.

They found that a broad majority —
84% — said the war was affecting them,
with 68% describing themselves as sad
and 54% as scared.

Statistics on Jewish students feel-
ing a need to hide their identity (37%)
correlate closely with those saying they
know about acts of hate or violence on
their campus (35%).

“The hate that fueled Hamas’s attack
on Israel has rapidly spread to college
campuses, leaving Jewish students feel-
ing both unsupported and unsafe,” said
Adam Lehman, president and CEO of
Hillel International. “The data show that
it’s getting worse.”

Lehman noted that “when Jewish stu-
dents need to feel safe, supported and
protected by university presidents and
administrations more than they ever
have before, Hillel International is work-
ing day and night to ensure universities
are taking concrete actions to protect
Jewish communities on campuses.” HW
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The Day My Son Killed The Lion

Editor’s note:

This story is being
reprinted in memory
of Ted Roberts in
appreciation of his
longtime service

as a newspaper
columnist.

Ted Roberts

Deep in the Northern Malaysian Jun-
gles where ant hills outnumber syna-
gogues, there’s a maturity rite in which
the young Malaysian male must track
down and kill by hand the giant non-ko-
sher Poison Quilled Porcupine, an irri-
table creature cursed by nature with a
one-day mating season. And the cere-
monial hunt must take place on that day.
A period of intense concentration for the
Poison Quilled Porcupine, for sure.

Sociologists tell us that this custom
only exists among the tribes of the
Northwest. Further South they do the
“Lion Thing.” Armed only with his
6-foot spear, the candidate must bring
home a lion skin. And it better not have
a price tag from one of those tourist
shops.

Of course, we Jews have the Bar
Mitzvah Ceremony — the gateway to
adult status for the Jewish male. Not
that there’s any comparison, of course.
But how clever of us! No need of a
$1,500 flight to Kenya, a trek into the
interior fording streams full of antise-
mitic crocodiles and then a gory contest
with a lion who views a 12-year-old,
plump Jewish kid like we see a bread-

ed veal chop. And have you ever seen
the laundry bill for a two-week safari?
Know what it costs to fuel and maintain
a Land Rover?

Believe me — even a Mariott Bar
Mitzvah with five carving stations, sal-
ad, sorbet and a Peking duck entree is
cheaper.

“So, Teddy,” my friends said. “Today,
young Joseph is a man — whatta Bar
Mitzvah. Those chopped liver statues of
Joe — and you and Shirley — all three of
you with hard boiled eggs for eyes and
an orange carrot nose! So beautiful. It
almost made us forget the stale bagels
you served with the entree.”

“Thank you, thank you,” I mutter
modestly. Yes, the Bar Mitzvah is the
conventional measure of manhood. But
in my book, there’s one more wicket to
maturity. Bar Mitzvahs are a religious
milestone, OK, but listen, even after the
kid’s so called “maturation” he’s an eco-
nomic dependent. Right? I'm waiting
for the Second Maturation rite; the big
day when the economic liability you’ve
borne for a couple of decades turns to
his patient papa and says the four magic
words —"POP IT’S ON ME!”

For years, you’re the paymaster, you
know how it goes. You sit at the head of
a large table at the ritziest restaurant in
town. It’s a food orgy scene out of a Fel-
lini movie and you’re buying the grapes
and wine and roasted exotic fowl.

Glasses full of cola and unidentifi-
able but expensive Liquids crowd the
table. Is that 7-Up in front of my oldest
grandson or a triple champagne cock-
tail? MINE contains water, which I flush

down aspirins between each course. No-
body’s paying attention to the right side
of the menu.

But everybody’s talking. Ordering,
or even worse, replenishing their ini-
tial order with seconds. But when the
check arrives — as thick as a paperback
of Gone With The Wind — a hush falls
over the room. Even the waitress, who
lugs in the book with both hands is rev-
erentially silent. But her eyes say: “Here
you are, Sucker.”

It’s that final dramatic moment of the
auction when chatter and sneezes and
coughs stop — for fear that any sound
can mean “over here.”

So, my smiling messenger of finan-
cial death brings the bill to me. How
strangely this circus contrasts with the
last meal I enjoyed with my oldest son.
I’'Il never forget that shining occasion —
the Post Bar Mitzvah Maturation rite.

The stage for our father-son drama
was an elegant establishment with a
menu full of dazzling poetic descrip-
tions. We were having a great time read-
ing the menu (“Bo Peep Lamb Chops
grazed on Devonshire Clover”) when
finally we were aware of the waitress
awaiting our pleasure. I hope she’s rude,
I was thinking. There’s nothing like a
shrew of a waitress to make a man feel
good about a lousy tip.

We were at a trendy new restaurant he
had chosen. My son and his new wife
ordered first. And with abandon — un-
like their usual modest taste and tender
concern for my retirement years. Then
when I ordered — he even urged upgrad-
ing. And his thoughtful wife, when the
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meal was over, suggested a cordial for
her loving and long-suffering father-in-
law. (Why hadn’t I noticed before how
beautiful she was? A splendid addition
to our family.)

It was only then, that I noticed the
strange new light in my son’s eyes. The
day had come — it was time for the cere-
mony. The maturity rites — the Lion hunt
— the dive into the blue lagoon seeking
the perfect pearl. It was graduation day,
and he was valedictorian of the wallet.

As the waitress approached with the
check, I kept both hands on the table.
The check — a document of many pages
— came to my son. He had pre-instructed
the waitress.

Somewhere over the chatter of the
dining room conversation, I could hear
a lion roar — mortally wounded.

The syndicated humor of Ted, the Scrib-
bler on the roof, has appeared in newspa-
pers around the U.S., on National Public
Radio, and numerous websites. HW
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ISRAEL INSIGHTS
Much Pain, Some Relief

By Howard Weisband

I am writing on November 22. Israel’s
Government agreed earlier today to the
terms of a hostage deal with the terrorist
entity Hamas, brokered by the United
States and Qatar, that will allow for the
return of 50 of our people, women and
children, held in Gaza since that hor-
rid October 7. In return we will release
from our jails 150 Palestinian women
and minors who had been convicted of
acts of terror, none of murder but some
who had attempted murder. In addition,
we agreed to a four-day pause in the war
that will begin tomorrow.

We feel relief and joy for those fami-
lies who will be reunited with their chil-
dren, in some cases their mothers, and
some wives as well.

President Isaac Herzog released a
statement expressing support for the hos-
tage agreement, while acknowledging
“the understandable, painful and difficult
misgivings. It is a moral and ethical duty
that correctly expresses the Jewish and
Israeli value of redeeming captives, and I
hope that it will be a significant first step
for bringing all the captives home.”

President Herzog shares a sense of the
very mixed feelings we all have at this
time.

Frankly, the pain outstrips the joy and
relief.

There may be almost another 200
hostages still being held by Hamas and
Islamic Jihad terrorists in various under-
ground locations in Gaza, in unsanitary,
unhealthy conditions.

50 innocent civilians, their state of
health unknown, will be released for
150 individuals convicted of acts of ter-
rorism, in good health, well fed and well
looked after in sanitary Israeli prisons.

Avi Mayer, chief editor of the “Jeru-
salem Post,” tweeted in X: “There is no
equivalence. None.”

We have experienced such deals
before. Terrorists don’t change their
stripes. They will return to terror. On
November 21, Herb Keinon in the “Je-
rusalem Post” wrote an excellent anal-
ysis: “Israeli hostage deal: What makes
Israel special and vulnerable:”

“Israel released 1,027 security pris-
oners, including 280 terrorists serving
life sentences, for the release of soldier
Gilad Shalit in 2011. Their number in-
cluded those who organized, planned,
and took part in the October 7 massacre.
Then, too, the country closely identified
with the Shalit family during his five
years of captivity, seeing him as their
own son and willing to pay an exorbi-
tant price for his release.”

David Horovitz, founding editor of

the “Times of Israel,” wrote today after
the Government’s approval: “This deal,
the ministers were told, was the only
hostage-release option currently avail-
able. For all the pain over those who
will remain captive in Gaza — including
many who are elderly and many parents
— almost all ministers were persuad-
ed that it was a deal with the devil that
nonetheless had to be done.”

“A deal with the devil that nonethe-
less had to be done.”

Why? Keinon coincidentally answered
the question: “While in certain corners of
the globe, sick people are tearing down
posters with pictures of those kidnapped,
Israelis see the faces on those posters
of babies, children, soldiers, mothers,
fathers, and grandparents and see their
own relatives. They see those faces and
whisper to themselves, “There, but for
the grace of God, go my kin.”

Keinon captures the Israeli sentiment.
I have read several articles in “CNN,”
the “Washington Post,” “Foreign Af-
fairs,” and others. They are descriptive
and analytical of the negotiations of the
various players, but understandably do
not capture that sentiment.

The Government vote was 35-3 in fa-
vor of the deal, overwhelming. Added
to that was the approval of the opposi-

tion led by Yair Lapid. Those in favor
included all elements in Netanyahu’s
coalition, even most from the far right.
Those who were opposed referred to it
as an “immoral decision.”

Before the cabinet vote, Prime Minis-
ter Netanyahu said that “the war against
Hamas will continue until all of Israel’s
goals are achieved — namely to topple
the Gaza-ruling terror group, secure the
release of all the hostages, and ensure
that there is no further threat from the
enclave to Israel’s security. We are at
war, and the war will continue until all
our goals are achieved, adding that the
hostages’ return was a sacred priority,
and I am committed to it.”

It was the horrific massacre and hos-
tage taking of October 7 that created the
painful inevitability of today’s deal with
the devil.

Howard Weisband served as Assistant
Executive  Director (1975-77) and
Executive Director (1977-84) of the
Memphis Jewish Federation. Following
Aliyah with his family in 1986, he
served as Secretary General of the
Jewish Agency for Israel through 1997,
and then in other senior professional
positions in Israel. Now retired, he and
Kayla live in Jerusalem. He can be
reached at hweisband@ gmail.com HW
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Young Israel Thanks Local Heroes on Thanksgiving

fighters and law enforcement agents on
Thanksgiving made the day so much
more meaningful for everyone involved.

Young Israel thanks everyone who
helped sponsor this heart-warming pro-
gram. Y1 also thanks the many children
and parents who helped us express our
appreciation to our community’s first
responders and our Shul’s security pro-
fessionals.

Young Israel of Memphis’ Rabbi
Akiva Males can be reached at rabbi@
yiom.org HW

. T
3o [

#‘@:f?yc-‘? gd
1 ,'qi'-:_
3
ot L
* : L

i ¥ e

..

.
_’_/
<

YI's Rabbi Akiva Males sharing

: Shul-made pumpkin pies with
Some of YI's children and adults visiting local firefighters on Thanksgiving members of the Memphis Police
Day 2023 Department on Thanksgiving Day

2023
By Rabbi Akiva Males

Thanksgiving is a wonderful and ob-
vious time to stop and say ‘Thank You’
to some very important people whom
we don’t often recognize — our local
firefighters, police officers, Sheriff’s
deputies, and our friends at Veterans
Security Group. After all, rather than
spending Thanksgiving at home with
their families, those hard-working he-
roes spend that day on duty keeping our
neighborhoods safe and secure.

Eight years ago, Young Israel (YI)
began the beautiful tradition of sharing
some Shul-made pies and ‘Thank You’
posters with our local firefighters on
Thanksgiving. This heart-warming pro-

gram — named ‘Pies for Our Guys’ — has

been very well-received. In 2020, YI
added the Memphis Police Department,
the Shelby County Sheriff’s Office, and
Veterans Security Group (VSG) to our

list of pie recipients, and we excitedly

continued the tradition this year as well.
YI thanks the many children and par-
ents who joined together at Shul on Sun-

day morning, November 19 to create ap-
preciative posters, and to prepare / bake
more than 50 mouth-watering pumpkin
pies. Taking part in these activities was
also a fun and meaningful activity for
everyone involved.

In the days leading up to Thanksgiv-
ing, I delivered 20 of the Shul-baked
pumpkin pies and some of the ‘Thank
You’ posters to our friends at VSG and
the Shelby County Sheriff’s Substation
in Arlington. (The hard-working team
of VSG security personnel help keep
Young Israel safe each Shabbos and
Yom Tov.) The VSG team members
and the Sheriff’s deputies were happy

to' take X.(I’s p%e.s home and enqu them FIRST CONGO CHURCH
with their families on Thanksgiving. | 0 00 C OOPER ST

On Thanksgiving morning, Thursday,
RSN SHEMEKIA COPELAND
dozens of children and adults together MEM PHIS’ ™ 38 I 04
to say “Thank You” to our firefighters at
Fire Station 21 (located just next to Kro-

ger on S. Mendenhall Road). y
Sy  TIM O'BRIEN wiTH JAN FABRICIUS
pumpkin pies, as well as their hand-craft-

ed Thanksgiving posters to the very
appreciative — and noticeably touched
— firefighters. The firemen gladly treat-
ed our entire group to a tour of their
fire-station, gave us a close look at their
equipment, and even let the children

climb into their ambulance and trucks.
During YTI’s visit, an actual call came JoHN NEMETH
in. Everyone quickly moved out of the
way and watched the firefighters hastily
gear-up and take off in an ambulance. JOE RESTIvo

Seeing our first responders in action on

Thanksgiving helped the children gain WILL KIMBH““GH
an even deeper appreciation for our lo-

cal heroes.

Following the program at the fire sta-
tion, I presented around a dozen more INFU

Shul-made pies and ‘Thank You’ posters
to the appreciative Memphis Police De- TICKETS UU&RQOUTEE;

partment officers stationed on Appling

Farms Parkway. PRODUCED BY BRUCE & BARBARA NEWMAN FOR PROTECT OUR AQUIFER

Visiting and thanking our local fire-
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Amerlcan Cowboys Work the Israell Heartland
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American cowboys volunteer in Israel, Nov. 23, 2023. Credit: Courtesy.

By Etgar Lefkovits

(JNS) — MOSHAV SDE UZIYAHU
— When the group of four American
cowboys with their trademark wide-
brimmed hats, leather belts with heavy
metal buckles, jeans and rugged boots
walked up to the security check at the
El Al counter at New York’s John F.
Kenedy International Airport earlier
this month, security at first didn’t know
quite what to make of them.

In an instant, the image of the strap-
ping 20-something cowboys on their
way to volunteer in Israel following
the Hamas attacks on Oct. 7 went viral,
and they became a media sensation in a
country at war before they even boarded
the plane.

The atypical volunteers from Ameri-

ca’s farming heartland were heading to
the biblical heartland.

A symbolic lifeline for agriculture

The agricultural warehouse at this
farming community just east of the
southern Israeli city of Ashdod, which
has been repeatedly hit by rocket attacks
from Gaza, was buzzing with activity
last Wednesday with dozens of volun-
teers, including both Israelis and Amer-
icans, packaging nearly a thousand car-
tons of just-picked produce from farms
near the Gaza Strip for delivery across
the country.

But it was the cowboys carting the
fresh cherry tomatoes, peppers, pars-
ley, celery and other assorted vegetables
who immediately stood out in the crowd.

A group of American cowboys travels to Israel to volunteer their services,
Nov. 23, 2023. Credit: Courtesy.

With thousands of Thai agricultural
workers who used to work at the farms
currently out of the country, Palestin-
ian laborers unavailable for security
reasons, and more than 360,000 Israe-
lis called up for military service, local
farmers have been seeking any and all
assistance so that their crops — their eco-
nomic lifeline — do not go to waste.

“We are not staying home and doing
social media but doing something here
that needs to be done,” said Tennes-
see-born Britt Waller, 24, logistics man-
ager of HaYovel, a Christian Zionist
group that organized the scores of U.S.
volunteers. Every year, the organiza-
tion, which his father, Tommy, estab-
lished in 2005, has brought hundreds of
people to work the vineyards in the land
of the Bible.

“For 2,000 years, Christians thought
‘that’s it with the Jews,” but now the

901.300.3938
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Locally Owned & Operated | Free Estimates

question is what is going on with Isra-
el, where prophecies are coming true,”
Waller told JNS.

When the war broke out, the group
launched an emergency campaign for
hands-on agricultural helpers among its
former volunteers (“people you could
trust with your life during wartime”)
coupled with a fundraising campaign
aptly named “Operation Itai” — after the
non-Jewish biblical general who joined
with King David — for needed equipment
that has already brought in $2.5 million.

“As soon as I heard what had hap-
pened in Israel, I felt I needed to be
here,” said volunteer Samuel Wearp,
27, from Texas, who grew up on a farm
and now works in his family’s business,
Blessed Buy Israel, selling products
from the biblical heartland. “I felt that
it was my own people that this was hap-
pening to.” HW




