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Memphis Independent Schools Show Up for Israel and 
Bornblum

Biden In Israel: ‘Your Courage and Commitment is Stunning’

There is still so much to be done to help the Israeli people, and Federation is here to 
help shine a light, provide resources and foster hope. Donate using the QR code. You 
can also send a message to our brothers and sisters in Shoham, our Israeli sister city 
by emailing shoham@jcpmemphis.org,visit our office to pick up a Yahrtzeit candle 
that memorializes slain victims of the Hamas massacres, or stop by our office next 

week to pick up a yard sign showing your support for Israel.

We Stand with Israel.

With the war in Israel raging on, 
Bornblum Jewish Community School 
Head of School Dr. Daniel R. Weiss 
was receiving constant inquiries asking 
how he was doing? Inspired by a letter 
shared by a fellow head of school in a 
Jewish day school, he decided to share 
his perspective with other principals at 
independent schools in Memphis.

The impetus for this letter was the 
Global Day of Rage declared by Hamas. 
According to Weiss, “it was not my intent 
to scare or shame anyone, but I wanted 
my colleagues to know that something 
traumatic was happening to the Jewish 

people, and that this included Jewish stu-
dents and families in their schools.”

In part, Weiss wrote:
“How can we be okay when over 

1,300 Israelis have been killed, and over 
150 taken as hostages in Gaza? Children 
were murdered in front of their parents 
and siblings. Young children were taken 
into Gaza and put in cages and parad-
ed in front of cheering mobs and lashed 
with sticks as they cried out for their 
Ima, their mother. Women were raped. 
Children were beheaded. Bodies were 
disfigured … So no, we are not alright. 
We can’t be.”

As Weiss pointed out to his fellow 
administrators, the Day of Rage, “is not 
against Israel, it is against Jewish peo-
ple. This is antisemitism at its core. Our 
students, parents, and staff are terrified, 
sending texts to each other and to us 
about the threat. . .  [S]everal of your 
schools have Jewish students, faculty, 
and staff. They need to know you sup-
port them and that they are safe.”

Weiss’ letter went on to outline steps 
schools could take to support their Jew-
ish students and families. He also invited 
them to show their support for Israel and 
the Jewish community by coming to Kab-
balat Shabbat on Friday afternoon or com-
ing to stand at carpool one day and greet 
our students and families. The response 
was immediate and overwhelming.

Over the course of seven days, numer-
ous heads of school, principals, admin-
istrators and students from St. Mary’s 
Episcopal School, Hutchison School, 
Harding Academy, Memphis Universi-
ty School, Briarcrest Christian School, 
The Collegiate School of Memphis, Bo-
dine School, First Assembly Christian 
School, and Grace St. Luke’s Episcopal 
School all showed up for either Kabba-
lat Shabbat or morning carpool.

“The feeling of support of having all 
of these colleagues at school this week 
showing that they care about Israel and 
the students and families of Bornblum 
was more than I ever imagined,” said 

Weiss. “We are so grateful for their 
emails and calls and prayers and expres-
sions of compassion, but most impor-
tantly that they took time (many were on 
fall break) and came to stand with us.”

Bornblum parents who experienced 
this outpouring of local support were 
moved by it. According to Abby Felsen-
thal, mother to two Bornblum students, 
“After a week of such deep sadness and 
fear, it was amazing to pull into school 
the following week and witness faculty 
and students from other schools around 
Memphis literally standing with Born-
blum and the Jewish community. It’s 
something I will never forget.”

A few days after sending the initial 
letter, Weiss sent a similar letter to the 
principals of public schools in Memphis 
where Jewish students attend. In this let-
ter, Weiss outlined steps that they could 
take to care for their Jewish students 
and families, and to make sure that their 
school environment remained safe for 
Jewish students. To both the public and 
independent schools, Weiss offered the 
assistance of his very talented faculty if 
any of them wanted someone to speak at 
their school or help them support their 
students in any way.

“We are all part of one Jewish com-
munity, and anything we can do to help 
Jewish students or families, regardless 
of where they go to school, we will 
gladly do,” said Weiss.

Over the course of seven days, numerous heads of school, principals, 
administrators and students from St. Mary’s Episcopal School, Hutchison 
School, Harding Academy, Memphis University School, Briarcrest 
Christian School, The Collegiate School of Memphis, Bodine School, First 
Assembly Christian Schoo, and Grace St. Luke’s Episcopal School showed 
up for either Kabbalat Shabbat or morning carpool.

President Joe Biden meets with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in Tel 
Aviv, Oct. 18, 2023. Photo by Miriam Alster/Flash90.

(JNS) – U.S. President Joe Biden 
praised the Israeli people’s wartime pos-
ture upon his arrival to the Jewish state 
last Wednesday.

“To the people of Israel, your courage 
and commitment is stunning. I’m proud 
to be here,” the American president said.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu greeted Biden at the Ben-Guri-
on Airport tarmac along with President 
Isaac Herzog and other senior officials, 
before heading to the Kempinski Hotel 
on the shores of the Mediterranean Sea 
to speak to the media.

“The level of cooperation is unprece-
dented in the history of the American-Is-
rael alliance,” Netanyahu said.

“You have drawn a clear line between 
forces of civilization and barbarism, 
sheer evil,” Netanyahu told Biden.

The Israeli leader compared the Oct. 
7 Hamas massacre of more than 1,400 
people in communities near the Gaza 
Strip as comparable in proportion to 
over 50,000 Americans murdered in a 
single day, saying it was like 20 9/11s.

“Oct. 7 is another day that will live 
in infamy,” Netanyahu said, praising 
Biden for visiting Israel during a war.

“For the people of Israel, there is only 
one thing better than having a true friend 
like you with Israel, and that is standing 

(See Biden Page 2)
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Dozens of volunteers prepared gifts, 
notes, and care packages to send 
to families in Israel, at Baron Hirsch 
Congregtion.
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Biden...
(Continued From Page 1)

in Israel as the first U.S. sitting presi-
dent to visit Israel in a time of war, it is 
deeply moving and speaks to the depth 
of support for Israel,” Netanyahu said.

“Thank you, Mr. President, for standing 
with Israel today, tomorrow and always.”

Biden said that it was important for 
him to visit Israel so that the “people 
of Israel and people of the world know 
where the U.S. stands. I wanted to per-
sonally come and make it clear.”

Hamas “makes ISIS look rational” 
and has “brought Palestinians only suf-

fering,” he continued.
“Americans are grieving with you and 

Americans are worried. It is not an easy 
field to navigate,” Biden said.

The president briefly mentioned last 
Tuesday night’s explosion outside of 
a hospital in Gaza that Hamas blamed 
on Israel but which the IDF said was 
caused by a failed Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad rocket launch.

“I’m deeply saddened and outraged 
by the hospital blast, which appears to 
be done by the other team,” Biden said.

The U.S. president announced his 
wartime trip to Israel last Monday “to 
stand in solidarity in the face of Hamas’s 
brutal terrorist attack.”

The president had planned to visit 
Jordan to discuss “dire humanitarian 
needs,” referring to the situation of two 
million Palestinians living in the Gaza 
Strip, but the trip was canceled after 
Palestinian Authority chief Mahmoud 
Abbas changed his mind and decided 
not to attend.

The president’s trip comes as the IDF 
prepares for a ground incursion into the 
Gaza Strip to defeat Hamas in the wake 
of the terrorist group’s Oct. 7 assault 
on Israel, which killed more than 1,400 
people and wounded at least 4,100. 
Hamas also kidnapped and took back to 
the Gaza Strip at least 199 hostages.

Israel National Security Adviser Tzachi 
Hanegbi defined Israel’s war goals in 
press briefing [last Monday] as the de-
struction of Hamas “as a governing body, 
as a military body, as a relevant body that 
threatens the lives of our citizens.” HW

Aiden (left) Lyla, Shoshana, and Kivi Cenker helped prepare gifts, notes, 
and care packages

Kollel Torah MiTzion and Bat Ami packing care packages

I have over 10 years’ experience with in-home 
care. Will treat your family members like

they are my own parents.
Certified in senior care.

Please give me a call or text at 901.240.1149. 
Or email me at Elizabeth@me.com

Care Giver for your loved one.



 hebrewwatchman.com    |     THE HEBREW WATCHMAN  OCTOBER 26, 2023    |     PAGE 3

(JTA) – The United States Postal Ser-
vice has released a new series of Forever 
stamps honoring Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 
the late Jewish Supreme Court justice 
and liberal icon who died in 2020.

The stamp, which recently became 
available for purchase, shows Ginsburg 
wearing her black judge’s robe and sig-
nature white collar. It was announced 
last year as part of the postal service’s 
2023 lineup of new stamps, reflecting a 
jump on the service’s standard timeline 
for honoring deceased people.

The stamp’s release comes three years 
and two weeks after Ginsburg’s death at 
87, after 27 years on the Supreme Court. 
Her death, from pancreatic cancer, came 
on the eve of Rosh Hashanah at a time 
of intense political polarization – which 
deepened as then-President Donald 
Trump pushed through a conservative 
replacement despite a looming presi-
dential election.

“Honor an icon of American culture 
with this new Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
stamp,” the USPS says on its website. 
It says about Ginsburg: “She began her 
career as an activist lawyer fighting 
gender discrimination. She went on to 
become a judge who was unafraid to 
disagree with her colleagues. Ginsburg 

gained a reputation as a respected voice 
for equal justice.”

The RBG stamp costs $.66 but will 
hold its value over time as part of the 
Forever series. The portrait was drawn 
by Michael Deas, who has painted doz-
ens of stamps, under the direction of the 
USPS’ Jewish art director, Ethel Kes-
sler. The stamp was celebrated at an of-
ficial unveiling at the National Portrait 
Gallery in Washington, D.C.

The U.S. Postal Service’s special edi-
tion stamps commemorating notable 
Americans have included many Jews, 
including the physicist Richard Feyn-
man in 2005, cartoonist and inventor 
Rube Goldberg in 1995 and, in 1991, 
comedian Fanny Brice, the inspiration 
for the musical “Funny Girl.” The se-
ries in which Brice appeared was drawn 
by the Jewish illustrator Al Hirschfeld. 
Last year, the service released a spe-
cial-edition stamp featuring the Jewish 
poet Shel Silverstein.

The USPS has also offered a range of 
Hanukkah stamps and last year intro-
duced a new one, its ninth since 1996. 
The new stamp, which remains available, 
was drawn by Jeanette Kuvin Oren, a 
Jewish artist who also designs ritual ob-
jects for home and synagogue use. HW

USPS Releases Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg Stamp, 3 Years 
After Jewish Supreme Court 
Justice’s Death
By Philissa Cramer

Biden’s New Book Ban Czar 
is a Longtime Progressive 
Jewish Leader
By Andrew Lapin

(JTA) – The Biden Administration’s 
new point person for combating book 
bans at school districts and public librar-
ies across the country is a gay, Jewish 
progressive activist who has served as 
a government liaison to the Jewish and 
LGBTQ communities.

The appointment of Matt Nosan-
chuk comes as the thousands of book 
challenges nationwide have focused on 
books with LGBTQ as well as Jewish 
themes, in addition to works about race. 
Nosanchuk was named a deputy assis-
tant secretary in the Department of Ed-
ucation’s civil rights office earlier this 
month. In that role, he will lead train-
ing sessions for schools and libraries on 
how to deal with book bans — and warn 
districts that the department believes 
book bans can violate civil rights laws.

An Education Department official 
recently told the 74, an education news 
site, that the bans “are a threat to stu-
dents’ rights and freedoms.”

“I am excited to return to public ser-
vice to work on behalf of the American 
people,” Nosanchuk posted to LinkedIn 
earlier this month. “There is a lot of im-
portant work to do!”

The Education Department declined 
to make Nosanchuk available for an 
interview. He has already taken heat 
from conservative outlets, which have 

pushed the narrative that the books be-
ing removed from schools and libraries 
are too sexually explicit for children. 
Kayleigh McEnany, the Fox News host 
who served as Donald Trump’s press 
secretary, called him a “porn enforcer” 
on-air.

But his appointment has been cele-
brated by librarians and book access 
activists. “This is a step forward for the 
Biden Administration, who has heard 
the concerns of parents and taken ac-
tion, but it is just the beginning,” the 
National Parents Union, a progressive 
parental education activist group, said 
in a statement.

Nosanchuk’s career has largely fo-
cused on working with the LGBTQ 
and Jewish communities. In 2009, after 
serving in a number of roles in Wash-
ington, D.C., Nosanchuk was appointed 
as the Department of Justice’s liaison 
to the LGBTQ community – a position 
he held while Obama was still publicly 
opposed to same-sex marriage. He later 
worked on the Obama administration’s 
opposition to a law barring same-sex 
couples from receiving federal benefits.

He subsequently served as the White 
House liaison to the Jewish communi-
ty during Obama’s second term, and in 
2020 was the Democratic National Com-
mittee’s political organizer for Jewish 
outreach and LGBTQ engagement. That 
same year, he cofounded the New York 
Jewish Agenda, a progressive policy 
group that he led until earlier this year.

Nosanchuk’s first webinar in his new 
role was recently held in partnership 
with the American Library Association, 
an organization with which a number of 
Republican-led states have recently cut 
ties. He begins his work after a year that 
has seen several school districts take 
aim at books focused on Jewish experi-
ences or the Holocaust.

Two weeks ago, a Texas school dis-
trict fired a middle school teacher re-
portedly for reading a passage from an 
illustrated adaptation of Anne Frank’s 
diary to eighth-grade students. Other 
schools’ removals of “The Fixer,” a Jodi 
Picoult novel about the Holocaust and 
other texts have been likened to Nazi 
and Stalinist book burnings – compari-
sons that proponents of the book restric-
tions reject.

Democratic politicians, including 
House Minority Leader Hakeem Jef-
fries, have accused Republicans of 
wanting “to ban books on the Holo-
caust.” A recent Senate hearing on book 
bans included testimony from Cameron 
Samuels, a Jewish advocate for access 
to books, along with numerous refer-
ences to “Maus,” a graphic novel by Art 
Spiegelman about the Holocaust that 
was pulled from a Tennessee middle 
school curriculum last year.

PEN America, a literary free-speech 
advocacy group, welcomed Nosan-
chuk’s appointment.

“Book removals and restrictions con-
tinue apace across the country, as the 
tactics to silence certain voices and 
identities are sharpened,” the group said 
in a statement. “Empowering the coor-
dinator to address this ongoing move-
ment is critical.” HW
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Sheldon Rosengarten,
Broker

When you want the job DONE, 
call Shel-DONE!

No Fish Story Here!

Two Shelby County lakes for sale with building sites for you 
or your kids or grands to go fishing or watch the Deer and 

other wildlife! And, the 4.56 Acre site has 3 putting green 
targets that I couldn’t hit if my life depended on it!  
No City Taxes! Both are great getaway places to enjoy or build 

your dream home. Priced at $333,000 (9.65) and $350,000 
(4.65), call or email for details. And, remember…

4.56 Acres                     9.65 Acres

Mallory will move YOU!

Hugh Mallory,
Affiliate Broker 

Cell 901.497.9756
hmallory@m-brealtors.com
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Baron Hirsch Synagogue 
November Kol Rena Socials 
Luncheon

Baron Hirsch Synagogue will host the 
November Kol Rena SoShuls Luncheon 
on Wednesday, November 1, 2023, at 
noon.

The SoShuls luncheons are for people 
who are ages 64 and older.

The cost for the luncheon is $5.00 per 
person, and the Bingo game fun will fol-
low the lunch.

You do not have to be a synagogue 
member to attend. Come join friends 
you already know or meet new friends 
at the November luncheon.

With the days getting shorter, and 
the weather getting cooler, the SoShuls 
Luncheon will provide a warm meal and 
an embracing setting for all!

The Jeremy Shafer Trio will set the 
musical mood for a great time, courtesy 
of the non-profit agency, Creative Aging.

Since 1995, Jeremy Shafer has been 
entertaining audiences with jazz, swing, 
big band and blues music. The Jeremy 
Shafer Trio will give us a chance to 
return to the timeless sounds of Frank 

Sinatra, Louis Armstrong, Duke Elling-
ton and other great musicians. Can’t you 
feel the joy of that music? What a great 
way to sing-along with all the musical 
greats!

The delicious Thanksgiving menu 
will be filled with many comfort food 
favorites, including pumpkin pie.

There was no October luncheon due to 
the High Holy Days, however, the Sep-
tember SoShuls luncheon was well-at-
tended. The Rosh Hashanah-themed 
meal was delicious!

It was a pleasure to have Baron Hirsch 
Rabbi Ian Lichter join the luncheon 
guests and share his Rosh Hashanah 
greetings and d’var Torah with them.

So now, it’s time for you to join us 
at the SoShuls Luncheon at noon on 
Wednesday, November 1, 2023 at Baron 
Hirsch Synagogue.

Please make your reservations with 
Gwen Moody at gwen@baronhirsch.org.

We’ll be glad to have you there, and 
you’ll be glad you joined in the fun! HW

The MJCC Larisa and Ben Baer 
Senior Adult Club Happenings
Lunch is Monday–Friday at 11:30 a.m. All programs start at 12:15 p.m.

Monday, October 30
Speaker: Rabbi Ian Lichter
Topic: “Avraham and Sarah, A Pair 

to Pattern After!”
Rabbi Lichter always has talks that 

seniors enjoy! A question and answer 
period will follow the discussion. Please 
join us for lunch and the talk.

Wednesday, November 1
Special art project with Sarah 

Nowlin
Sarah will help the seniors create a 

special Interactive Art Collage. Sar-
ah’s visual arts workshops are designed 
to put everyone at ease and encourage 
exploration, whatever a participant’s 
art background may be. Groups work 
together to co-create artwork with the 
entire group, layering materials and col-
ors on one piece. Surprising collages of 

vibrant shapes and expressions emerge, 
wowing the participants. Please make 
your reservation for lunch and to join in 
this terrific art project.

Monday, November 6
Speaker: Rabbi Abe Schacter-Gam-

pel, MJCC Director for the Center of 
Jewish Living and Learning

Topic: “Learn about a Jewish Holi-
day you may not heard of!”

Rabbi Abe’s talks always are enjoyed 
and give an insight many really enjoy. 
No reservations are necessary so please 
join us.

Wednesday, November 8
Speaker: Rabbi Jeff Dreifus, Assis-

tant Rabbi at Temple Israel
Topic: “Jewish Veterans!”
All members of the community are 

invited to hear this important talk.

Please join us from Monday through Friday for a delicious Kosher lunch from the 
kitchens at the Memphis Jewish Home. The cost is only $2.00 for seniors.

Reservations are required the day before by 1 p.m. by contacting Steve Kaplan, Adult 
Services Coordinator, at 901-259-9220 or at stevekaplan@jccmemphis.org, or by call-
ing the front desk at 901-761-0810. HW
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rounding areas: Dr’s appointments, Shopping, Er-
rands, Airport.  Available weekdays and weekends.

• House Sitting and Dog Sitting—
Responsible adult available to stay with your dogs 
while you are away.  I love dogs!

Contact Rick Danzig: 901-337-6009
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Affordable rates No deductibles 

carl@carlraff.com

Help Keep Memphis 
Jewish Journalism Alive

Subscribe Today, Don’t Miss an Issue

THE HEBREW WATCHMAN
In-Town $36 • Out-of-town $50

P.O. Box 770846, Memphis, TN 38177-0846
info@hebrewwatchman.com

Send Paper To: 

Name

Address

City

State     Zip

Phone

Email

If a Gift Subscription, From:

Tehran Calls for Oil Embargo Against Israel
(JNS) – Iran urged the 57 members of 

the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
to impose an oil boycott on Israel during 
a meeting in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, last 
Wednesday.

The urgent meeting was convened to 
discuss the escalating conflict between 
Israel and Hamas.

The Iranian Foreign Ministry said in 
a statement, “The foreign minister calls 
for an immediate and complete embargo 
on Israel by Islamic countries, including 

oil sanctions, in addition to expelling 
Israeli ambassadors if relations with the 
Zionist regime have been established.”

The Islamic Republic’s Foreign Min-
ister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian also 
called for assembling a team of Islamic 
lawyers to document potential Israeli 
war crimes in the Gaza Strip.

Iran urged the embargo after a blast 
detonated at a Gaza hospital, alleged-
ly killing hundreds. The event sparked 
widespread protests in Arab states, 

which blamed Israel.
Israel provided ample evidence, in-

cluding video, that the incident was 
caused by an errant Islamic Jihad mis-
sile that went off course, a fairly com-
mon occurrence.

U.S. President Joe Biden told Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on a visit 
to Israel last Wednesday that “based on 
what I’ve seen, it appears as though it 
was done by the other team – not you.”

The outbreak of war between Israel 
and Hamas, which caught Israel by sur-
prise on Oct. 7 in a terrorist offensive 
that killed more than 1,400, mostly ci-
vilians, has derailed efforts by the Net-
anyahu government to expand peaceful 
relations with Muslim states as sources 
say Saudi Arabia has paused normaliza-

tion talks.
The White House, which was broker-

ing the talks, said hopes for a deal are 
still alive with Biden telling CBS’s “60 
Minutes” in an interview that aired last 
Monday, “The Saudis, and the Emiratis, 
and other Arab nations understand that 
their security and stability is enhanced 
if there’s normalization of relations with 
Israel.” HW

Iran’s foreign minister 
called “for an immediate 
and complete embargo 
by Islamic countries, 
including oil sanctions.”

THE HEBREW WATCHMAN
Serving the Memphis community 

for 98 Years
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Memphis Friends of Israel Dinner at Baron Hirsch Congregation

Watch Them Thrive with In-Home Care
The specially trained caregivers at Comfort Keepers pro-
vide meaningful, in-home care so seniors can live inde-
pendently. From providing companionship to caring for 
those with dementia, we’re here to help your loved one 
thrive and give you peace of mind.

In-Home
Care Services

• Personal care

• Companionship and 
   housekeeping

• Dementia and 
   Alzheimer’s care

• Respite care

• Safety solutions

901-207-8209
Home + Life + Care | ComfortKeepers.com

Comfort Keepers of the Mid-South, 5668 S Rex Rd #200, Memphis, Tennessee 38119

© 2022 CK Franchising, Inc. An international network where most offices are independently owned and operated.

Naqshon’s Leap performing at the Memphis Friends of Israel event

Dr. Tricia Miller, senior analyst 
at Committee for Accuracy 
in Middle East Reporting and 
Analysis, speaking at the Memphis 
Friends of Israel dinner at Baron 
Hirsch Congregation

Attendees at Memphis Friends of Israel dinner

IDF: Hamas 
Terrorists 
Could Still be 
in Israel

(JNS) – The Israeli military has not 
ruled out the possibility that Hamas ter-
rorists who infiltrated the Jewish state 
during the devastating cross-border in-
vasion on Oct. 7 remain in the country.

“We have not finished scanning [the 
Gaza border area] yet,” IDF Spokes-
man Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari said last 
Thursday.

He noted that troops [last] Wednes-
day located and captured a Palestinian 
terrorist – tired and hungry – who was 
attempting to return to the Hamas-ruled 
Gaza Strip.

Hagari stressed that there have been 
no additional infiltrations of Israel over 
the past few days.

Last Tuesday, an unarmed Gazan was 
caught near the Israeli city of Netivot, 
about eight miles from the Strip, and 
taken to the local police station for ques-
tioning. It is thought that he entered Isra-
el as part of the mass border infiltration.

Also last Tuesday, Hadassah Medical 
Center in Jerusalem’s Ein Kerem said 
that it was refusing to treat a Hamas ter-
rorist.

The hospital said that security offi-
cials had attempted to admit the terrorist 
during the night, but that he was refused 
entry and thrown out of the building.

On Oct. 7, some 2,500 terrorists broke 
through the Gaza security barrier and 
rampaged through Israeli communities 
in the western Negev, murdering more 
than 1,400 persons and wounding over 
4,500. At least 203 people were taken 
back to Gaza as captives. HW

Israeli soldiers walk through the 
destruction caused by Hamas 
terrorists in Kibbutz Kfar Aza, Oct. 
15, 2023. 
Credit: Edi Israel/Flash90.
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Errant Palestinian Terror Rocket ‘Likely’ Killed UN Staff in 
Gaza, Says IDF

A U.N. Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 
building in the southern Gaza Strip, Nov. 29, 2021. 
Credit: Abed Rahim Khatib/Flash90.
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(JNS) – An errant rocket fired by Pal-
estinian terrorists likely killed six staff 
members of the U.N. Relief and Works 

Agency for Palestine Refugees in the 
Near East (UNRWA) earlier last week, 
the Israel Defense Forces concluded fol-

lowing an internal probe.
“On October 17, at 15:06, UNRWA 

stated that six of its staff members were 
killed in a strike on a UNRWA school 
and shelter in the Al-Muazi area in 
Gaza,” the IDF said last Wednesday.

However, “a comprehensive internal 
investigation revealed that the IDF did 
not operate in the area between 10:00 
and 16:30 that day. Hamas and Pal-
estinian Islamic Jihad [PIJ], however, 
fired rockets from that location during 
the time of the explosion,” the army re-
vealed.

“It is highly likely that a Hamas or 
PIJ misfire caused the damage to the 
school,” concluded the report.

In a statement from the Jordanian 
capital of Amman, UNRWA Commis-
sioner-General Philippe Lazzarini last 
Tuesday accused the Jewish state of 
hitting the school “during Israeli forces 
airstrikes and bombardment on the Gaza 
Strip.”

“This is outrageous, and it again 
shows a flagrant disregard for the lives 
of civilians,” Lazzarini charged, adding: 
“At least 4,000 people have taken ref-
uge in this UNRWA school turned shel-
ter. They had and still have nowhere else 
to go.”

‘Rockets have been causing harm 
to Gazan civilians’

According to IDF data released earli-
er last Wednesday, rockets fired at Israel 
by Gaza-based terrorist organizations 
are increasingly falling short inside the 
Strip.

Last Tuesday, some 12.7% of all 
projectiles launched by Hamas and PIJ 
struck in the Strip, compared to just 
over 6% the previous day.

Since the start of the war on Oct. 7, 
some 7.52% of rockets failed to reach 
Israeli territory, the military said, adding 
that it detected 450 misfires that led to 
“death and destruction in Gaza.”

“Rockets have been causing harm to 

Gazan civilians, in addition to Israeli 
civilians,” the IDF said. “Hamas is con-
tinuing to use the residents of the Gaza 
Strip as human shields and does not hes-
itate to risk the lives of Gazan civilians 
for the purpose of attacking Israelis.”

Last Tuesday evening, an explosion 
rocked the courtyard of Al-Ahli Arab 
Hospital in Gaza City. Hamas sourc-
es claimed it killed 471 Palestinians. 
Hamas and much of the Arab world im-
mediately blamed Israel, accusing the 
IDF of deliberately striking the hospital.

Yet last Wednesday, Israel presented 
conclusive evidence proving a faulty 
PIJ rocket caused the explosion. No Is-
raeli air force, ground or naval attacks 
were being carried out in the area at the 
time of the blast, said IDF Spokesman 
Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari.

U.S. President Joe Biden and the 
Pentagon have confirmed that based on 
available evidence, the explosion was 
caused by an errant PIJ rocket.

“I’m deeply saddened and outraged 
by the hospital blast, which appears to 
be done by the other team – not you,” 
said Biden, who landed in Israel last 
Wednesday to show support for Jerusa-
lem’s war effort against Hamas.

U.S. National Security Council 
spokesperson Adrienne Watson told 
NBC News that “our current assess-
ment, based on analysis of overhead im-
agery, intercepts and open-source infor-
mation, is that Israel is not responsible 
for the explosion at the hospital in Gaza 
yesterday.” HW

A “comprehensive 
internal investigation” 
revealed that the Israel 
Defense Forces did not 
operate in the area, the 
military said.
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Thousands Rally in Times 
Square to Demand Release of 
Hamas Hostages
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By Luke Tress
(New York Jewish Week) – Ronen 

and Orna Neutra told a large crowd 
in Times Square that their son, Omer, 
had captained his soccer team at his 
Long Island high school and loved the 
NBA. They last spoke to Omer on Oct. 
6 while he was stationed with his tank 
unit on the Gaza border, when he said 
he looked forward to a restful Shabbat.

“Omer is now considered to be held 
by Hamas,” his father said. “Omer, 
we know that you’re alive and you’re 
strong.”

He added, “We pray for your swift 
return.”

The parents delivered the speech as 
part of a massive “Bring Them Home” 
rally last Thursday evening on behalf 
of the captives held by Hamas. The ral-
ly was organized by the Israeli Ameri-
can Council and backed by a range of 
Jewish groups. Thousands of people 
packed Times Square for the event, 
bearing Israeli and American flags and 
photos of the 200 hostages held by the 
terror group, which took the captives 
when it invaded Israel from Gaza on 
Oct. 7, killing 1,400 and wounding 
thousands.

Photos of the hostages were dis-
played on the iconic LED screens tow-
ering over Times Square, as well as on 
the LED billboards along Broadway 
and Seventh Avenue.

Community leaders and politicians, 
including Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer and Israel’s ambassa-
dor to the UN, Gilad Erdan, addressed 
the crowd, vowing to bring back the 
hostages and defeat Hamas, and lead-
ing chants of “Bring them home.” Is-
raeli singer Shiri Maimon sang Israel’s 
national anthem, “Hatikvah.”

“To free the hostages we will persist 
and persist and persist,” said Schumer, 
who had recently returned from a trip to 
Israel. “In every generation they have 
risen to afflict us,” he said, quoting the 
Passover Haggadah. “But we know in 
every generation we fight back until we 
win.” HW

In Times Square, thousands of 
Israel supporters demand the 
release of hostages held by 
Hamas on Oct. 19, 2023. 
Credit: Luke Tress
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SECURE 2.0: Big Impact for Small Businesses
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Forbes Best-In-State Wealth 
Advisors
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Wealth Advisors List. This recognition serves as a reminder that we 
are committed to working every day toward the financial success 
of our clients.
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A recent AARP study found that near-
ly half of all private sector employees 
ages 18 to 64 had no access to a retire-
ment plan at work. It also found that 
small businesses are more likely to lack 
a work-based plan, putting their work-
ers at a significant disadvantage when it 
comes to retirement preparations.1

Last December, Congress passed a 
$1.7 trillion omnibus package that in-
cluded the SECURE 2.0 Act of 2022, a 
package of legislation designed to im-
prove the nation’s retirement-planning 
health.* Here are a few provisions that 
may be of particular interest to small 
business owners.

Tax Perks for Employers
Beyond the obvious benefits for em-

ployees, providing access to a retire-

ment plan might also help a small busi-
ness build and retain a quality staff. To 
that aim, the Act enhances the tax cred-
its offered for the adoption of new re-
tirement plans, beginning in 2023.

For employers with 50 employees or 
less, the pension plan start-up tax credit 
increases from 50% of qualified start-up 
costs to 100%. Employers with 51 to 
100 employees will still be eligible for 
the 50% credit. In both cases, the cred-
it maximum is $5,000 per year (based 
on the number of employees) for the 
first three years the plan is in effect. In 
addition, the Act offers a tax credit for 
employer contributions to employee ac-
counts for the first five tax years of the 
plan’s existence. The credit amount is 
a maximum of $1,000 per participant, 

and for each year, a specific percentage 
applies. In years one and two, employ-
ers receive 100% of the credit; in year 
three, 75%; in year four, 50%; and in 
year five, 25%. The amount of the cred-
it is reduced for employers with 51 to 
100 employees and is not available to 
employers with more than 100 workers.

More Rule Changes Ahead
Beginning in 2024, employers will 

be able to adopt a starter 401(k) or sim-
ilar 403(b) plan, which is designed to 
be lower cost and easier to administer 
than other types of employer-sponsored 
plans. This type of auto-enrollment plan 
will be for employee contributions only, 
up to a maximum of $6,000 per year 
($7,000 for those 50 and older), indexed 
for inflation.

SIMPLE plans may benefit from two 
new contribution rules that take effect 
in 2024. First, employers may make 
nonelective contributions to employee 
accounts up to 10% of compensation or 
$5,000. Second, the annual contribution 
limits (standard and catch-up) for em-
ployers with no more than 25 employ-
ees will increase by 10%, rather than 
the limit that would otherwise apply. 
An employer with 26 to 100 employees 
would be permitted to allow higher con-
tributions if the employer makes either 
a matching contribution on the first 4% 

of compensation or a 3% nonelective 
contribution to all participants, whether 
they contribute or not.

* SECURE stands for Setting Every 
Community Up for Retirement En-
hancement and originated with the SE-
CURE Act of 2019.

1) American Association of Retired 
Persons, July 2022

This information is not intended as tax, 
legal, investment, or retirement advice or 
recommendations, and it may not be relied 
on for the purpose of avoiding any federal 
tax penalties. You are encouraged to seek 
guidance from an independent tax or legal 
professional. The content is derived from 
sources believed to be accurate. Neither 
the information presented nor any opinion 
expressed constitutes a solicitation for the 
purchase or sale of any security. This mate-
rial was written and prepared by Broadridge 
Advisor Solutions. © 2023 Broadridge Fi-
nancial Solutions, Inc.

Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director - Investments, Wells Fargo Advisors
Questions for Mike? You can reach him at 901.761.8151 or Michael.Stein@WellsFargoAdvisors.com • fa.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael-stein

Investment and Insurance Products are:
Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Feder-
al Government Agency
Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of, 
or Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any 
Bank Affiliate
Subject to Investment Risks, Including 
Possible Loss of the Principal Amount 
Invested HW

Comparing Workers’ Savings: With Retirement Plan vs. Without

Source: Employee Benefit Research Institute, 2022. Retirement plans include defined 
contribution plans, defined benefit plans, and IRAs. Numbers may not add up to 100% 
due to rounding.
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OBITUARIES
Sally Travis Felt

Sally Travis Felt passed away peace-
fully on October 13, 2023, in Brevard, 
North Carolina, surrounded by family 
and friends. She moved to Brevard in 
2022, to be with her daughter, having 
previously spent a few summers there. 
She decided to remain after being di-
agnosed with lung cancer. She was 95 
years old.

She was born in Brooklyn, New York, 
a fact she tried to keep secret from oth-
ers outside the family for most of her 
life because she was the quintessential 
Southern Belle. Sally grew up in Atlan-
ta, Georgia, raising her children in North 
Miami Beach, Florida, and then moving 
to Memphis, Tennessee, to marry Bill, 
the love of her life. She originally met 
Bill while attending Vanderbilt Univer-
sity where she earned her undergraduate 
degree and was elected the Alpha Ep-
silon Pi Fraternity’s Sweetheart. Sally 
lived in Memphis for almost 45 years.

Sally was smart, glamorous and beau-
tiful, witty and fun-loving, with a spicy 
sense of humor. Known to those clos-
est to her by her nickname, Scarlet, she 
was devoted to her family, organizing 
or supporting family gatherings during 
the holidays, always ensuring everyone 
could be together. She loved to entertain 
and eagerly threw parties for any festive 
occasion. Sally was a lifetime member 
of Hadassah and a member of Ahavath 
Achim Synagogue while living in At-
lanta. She later became a member of 
Temple Israel in Memphis, where she 
was active volunteering with the elder-
ly. She was also a docent at the Brooks 
Museum and enjoyed sharing her love 
of art with others.

She enjoyed playing card games and 
excelled at bridge and mah jongg, ea-
ger to teach younger women how to 
play. She even played gin into her final 
months, still winning a few hands with 
her younger opponents. Sally also loved 
to travel. Throughout her lifetime, she 
visited dozens of countries on every 
continent except Antarctica. She most 
enjoyed traveling with friends and fami-
ly, and in her later years, she particularly 
loved taking her children and grandchil-
dren on cruises.

She was predeceased by her parents, 
Bertha and Robert Travis, and her hus-
band, William “Bill” Felt. She is sur-
vived by her children, Josh Zwerner, 
Janna Zwerner and Jolie (Michael) 
Kisber; her grandchildren, Cody and 
Jarron Zwerner, Olya “Cookie” Zwer-
ner, Zachary (Gabby) Kisber, Jordanna 
(Brandon) Denson, and Gabriel Kisber; 
and three great-grandchildren, and a 
host of loving cousins and friends.

A graveside service was held on 
Tuesday, October 17, 2023, at Green-
wood Cemetery in Atlanta, Georgia. In 
lieu of flowers, donations may be made 
online at CampJudaea.org or mailed to: 
Camp Judaea, 1440 Spring Street, NW, 
Atlanta, GA, 30309, or a charity of your 
choice. HW

The world has lost a beloved family 
man and Holocaust survivor. Sam Wein-
reich z”l passed away at the age of 104 
on Sept. 10, 2023. Sam lived a long, 
miraculous life. He was well-known 
throughout Memphis and the South as 
an outspoken survivor, sharing his ter-
rifying truth and horrors from the Ho-
locaust.

Sam was born into an Orthodox fami-
ly in 1919 in Łódź, Poland. One of nine 
children – four brothers and four sisters 
– his family owned four furniture and 
antique shops. Sam began singing in his 
shul’s choir when he was 8 years old. 
Gifted with perfect pitch, he was a mez-
zo-soprano in his youth, later becoming 
a tenor as he grew up. Sam especially 
loved singing in shul with the greatest 
chazzanim (cantors) of that time.

His life changed in every way when 
he was 20 years old, with the start of 
WWII in September 1939, as his fam-
ily was locked in the Łódź Ghetto, suf-
fering in despicable, unlivable condi-
tions. When the Ghetto was liquidated 
in 1944, Sam was carted off by train to 
Auschwitz, where he spent three days, 
and then to Kaufering, which was one 

Sam Weinreich

of the 11 subcamps of Dachau – he 
somehow lived through unimaginable 
pain and devastation. A few times, Sam 
was asked to sing for a Jewish Czecho-
slovakian doctor, who would give him 
an extra piece of bread. With that small 
portion of added sustenance, Sam cred-
its his voice with saving his life.

In 1945 as allied forces drew clos-
er, the Nazis moved prisoners deeper 
into Germany. When Sam’s train was 
bombed, he hid in the woods, eventual-
ly stumbling upon a farmhouse with an 
American soldier standing guard. It was 
then he knew he was finally free. Sam 
was the only survivor of 11 immediate 
family members.

After the liberation, Sam met his fu-
ture wife, Frieda, also from Łódź, in a 
displaced persons (DP) camp in Ger-
many. The survivors were married on 
Sam’s 27th birthday, Sept. 3, 1946. Frie-
da was 22. Since they didn’t have family 
anymore, the 300 people at the DP camp 
came out to celebrate.

On April 5, 1949, Sam and Freida em-
igrated to the United States. Sam often 
joked that he didn’t even know where 
Memphis was, much less if there were 
any fellow Jews there. The Weinreichs 
learned how to speak English by listen-
ing to the radio. For his career, Sam first 
worked restoring furniture, then tran-
sitioned to the paint industry. He also 
owned a liquor store and later retired as 
a property management superintendent. 
Sam had also designed the Memphis 
home he and Freida had built.

He was active in the Memphis Jewish 
community, at Anshei Sphard-Beth El 
Emeth, Baron Hirsch Congregation, and 
local Jewish organizations. Sam served 
as vice president and president of a club 
called the New Americans of the Jewish 
Community Center. And he was part of 
a group of local survivors who raised 
nearly $6,000 in 1967 to build a Holo-
caust memorial in Memphis. When the 

Six Day War erupted, the survivors de-
cided to donate those funds to the Israeli 
government – they believed the contin-
ued existence of the Jewish State was a 
greater priority at the time than build-
ing a local memorial. And Sam proudly 
sang the “Partisan Song” and “Ghetto 
Song” for nearly 60 years at Memphis’ 
annual Yom HaShoah Commemoration.

Sam dedicated his life to sharing his 
story and the truth about the six years 
of hell he endured in the Holocaust to 
as many people as possible – at schools, 
synagogues, on Zoom, churches, any-
where he could. Though he often joked 
that at his older age he still had most of 
his marbles, he certainly remembered 
every detail about the atrocities: dates, 
clothes, sounds, weather, smells, exact 
quotes. Speaking the truth was his pain-
ful labor of love – his mission to perpet-
uate the memory and honor those who 
perished, hoping future generations 
learn from the past and promote toler-
ance and compassion.

Sam amassed countless VHS tapes, 
DVDs, binders, and folders – all with 
the Weinreich’s life history. He docu-
mented everything, ensuring a perma-
nent record for history’s sake and for 
his family. Sam would often acknowl-
edge how blessed he was, and friends 
and family enjoyed his singing right up 
until his passing.

Sam leaves behind his wife, Freida, 
of 77 years. It’s believed they were the 
oldest living Holocaust survivor couple 
in the U.S. Sam’s legacy includes four 
children – Sarah Light (OBM) (Ber-
el) Marilyn Schachter (Mendy), Jerry 
Weinreich (Rebecca), and Elaine Katz 
(Yitzie) – and many grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. Sam was laid to 
rest in Israel.

Condolence notes and donations can 
be sent to Baron Hirsch Congregation 
and the Nusach Sphard Minyan, as well 
as KAVOD. HW
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A Naive West Must Awaken to the Jihadist Threat
OPINION

(JNS) – I awoke to sirens on Saturday 
morning, Oct. 7, in the sleepy commu-
nity of Yerucham in the Israeli Negev. 
The sound of explosions could be heard 
in the distance. It was the holiday of 
Simchat Torah, when Jews worldwide 
celebrate the end of the annual reading 
of the Torah. This year, it coincided with 
the Jewish Sabbath, a day of peace.

I watched men with prayer shawls 
running from the synagogue towards 
cars to bring them to their army units 
or security duties. I heard the echoes of 
the 1973 Yom Kippur War, when Arab 
armies, in a surprise attack on the ho-
liest day of the Jewish calendar, sought 
to annihilate the Jewish state and com-
mit a new Holocaust. Some, including 
the current Palestinian Authority chief 
Mahmoud Abbas, deny the Holocaust 
ever occurred.

On Oct. 7, in the town of Sderot, I 
witnessed firsthand some of the fallout 
from the terrorist massacre in Israel’s 
Gaza envelope. The goal of Israel’s en-
emies in 1948, 1967, 1973, 2000, 2008, 
2012, 2014, 2021 and 2023 remains the 
same. As Syrian leader Hafez al-Assad 
said in 1967, “Strike the enemy’s set-
tlements, turn them into dust, pave the 
Arab roads with the skulls of Jews.”

However, the complexity of the Middle 
East and the death cult of radical Islamism 
eludes Western comprehension. The per-
plexing convolutions of regional Islamist 
alliances allow Iranian Shiite Persians to 
coordinate and support the Sunni Arabs 
of Hamas and the Shiite Arabs of Hezbol-
lah, all of whom share a pervasive hatred 
of Jews and the Jewish state.

Many in the West are now afraid that if 
they speak critically of radical Islamism 
they will be labelled racist or be social-
ly cancelled for failing the multicultur-
ism test. They shouldn’t be afraid. Many 
Muslims, Persians and Arabs in Leba-
non, Gaza, Syria and Iran long for the 

Dr. Eric R. Mandel
day they will no longer ruled by the ty-
rants of Islamism. This is not about being 
anti-Islamic but about being anti-jihad.

Although they have been far too 
mute during this war, the leadership of 
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Jordan, the UAE, 
Morocco, Bahrain, Oman and more are 
desperately rooting for Israel to destroy 
Hamas and reduce the Islamist Muslim 
Brotherhood’s ability to infect their own 
societies and topple their governments.

To understand why Palestinians re-
main brainwashed, read the words of 
Ruth Lande Wasserman, former chair 
of the Knesset’s Abraham Accords Cau-
cus, writing in “The Jerusalem Post,” 
“The Palestinian leadership in Gaza and 
the West Bank, in contrast to the UAE, 
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia and Egypt, has 
not agreed to changing a single word in 
the schoolbooks that poison the minds 
of the young generation every single 
day against Israel, Jews and Western 
culture. … This is the very leadership 
that cares very little for its own people 
and their needs.”

It is also why we witnessed ordinary 
Gazans handing out candy and celebrat-
ing as mutilated Jewish hostages were 
paraded in Gaza. It is no coincidence 
that my experience in the Gulf regarding 
the treatment of Jews was profoundly 
different from the antipathy I felt when I 
talked to the P.A., PLO and Fatah.

Americans may have forgotten about 
jihadists, but they haven’t forgotten 
about us. They have a growing presence 
in the West. Just watch the videos of the 
rallies in major Western cities over the 
past week celebrating Hamas’s massacre.

The Hamas charter is unambiguous 
in its goals and ideology. It states that 
the group is composed of Muslims who 
“fear God and raise the banner of jihad. 
… Our struggle against the Jews is very 
great and very serious. … There is no 
solution for the Palestinian question ex-

cept through jihad … to raise the banner 
of Allah over every inch of Palestine.”

Israel should treat Hamas no differ-
ently than America treated ISIS. Unfor-
tunately, innocents cannot be protected 
in such a war, because the terrorists’ 
strategy is to embed themselves within 
the non-combatant population and at-
tack from civilian locations. Hamas has 
perfected this technique in order to ma-
nipulate the Western world into choos-
ing moral ambiguity.

Naïve American students on college 
campuses decide to be ignorant of the 
hard truth that, as President Joe Biden 
said, there is true evil in the world, and 
Hamas is part of it. As Bari Weiss of 
“The Free Press” noted, universities 
suspend professors for using the wrong 
pronoun but cannot condemn terror sup-
porters on their campuses or physically 
protect Jewish students on campus.

There should be little dispute: Hamas, 
Hezbollah and Islamic Jihad have been 
armed, trained and work in coordination 
with the Islamic Republic of Iran. One 
cannot ignore the Iranian fingerprint. 
Iran’s “Supreme Leader” Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei has said openly, “We will 
support and assist any nation or any 
group anywhere who opposes and fights 
the Zionist regime, and we do not hes-
itate to say this.” Iran’s jihadist aims 
are enabled by American sanctions re-
lief, which allows Iran to sell unlimited 
quantities of oil to China.

U.S. Deputy National Security Ad-
viser Jon Finer told CBS News that Iran 
was “broadly complicit” in the Hamas 
attack on Israel. Iran openly admits to 
supporting Palestinian groups in Gaza. 
Leaders of both Hamas and Islamic Ji-
had regularly visit Tehran.

The U.S. should support Israel’s war 
against Hamas, which is ideologically 
identical to the U.S. war against ISIS. 
Indeed, U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd 

Austin said the actions of Hamas were 
“worse than what I saw with ISIS.”

But we were fighting ISIS thousands 
of miles away on someone else’s terri-
tory. Israelis are fighting on their own 
land, often within earshot of their homes 
and loved ones. I have seen this first-
hand over the years when visiting IDF 
soldiers in the field.

In addition, America has a volunteer 
army. In Israel, service is near-universal, 
and everyone knows someone fighting 
in the war, especially with over 300,000 
reservists called up in recent days. With-
in a day of the outbreak of the fighting, 
I heard from families I know whose rel-
atives had already fallen in combat. My 
friend, a brilliant historian, told me on 
the evening of the fourth day of the war 
that his son, who was on the frontline, 
had the impossible dilemma of deciding 
which of his friends’ funerals to attend 
the next day – the one killed attending 
the Negev peace concert or a fellow sol-
dier who had just fallen in battle.

A nation’s first duty is to protect its 
people, and Israel is no different from 
any other nation. That means ending 
Hamas as a military entity. Anything 
less invites the next war sooner rather 
than later. America needs to be there for 
its ally, no matter how much the Amer-
ican progressive left tries to play the 
moral equivalence game and call for an 
end to U.S. aid to Israel.

So, when the world stops remem-
bering and sympathizing with the Jew-
ish civilians who were murdered and 
raped, whose babies were slaughtered, 
whose teenagers were maimed for sport, 
whose children were forced to witness 
the slaughter of their parents, all of it 
too reminiscent of the Holocaust, don’t 
forget who initiated this war, what they 
believe and what they did. Know too 
that their brutality will not end in Israel. 
They are coming for you too. HW

(JTA) – Hamas has released two 
American hostages, a mother and a 
daughter, whom it was holding in the 
Gaza Strip. The release was confirmed 
by an organization dedicated to the res-
cue of the more than 200 hostages the 
terrorist group captured in its Oct. 7 in-
vasion.

“The families headquarters congratu-
lates the release of hostages from Hamas 
captivity,” the Hostages and Missing 

Families Forum said in a message it 
distributed to reporters on WhatsApp. 
“The continued holding of hostages is a 
war crime. Hundreds of families await 
the assistance of leaders of Arab states 
after Hamas’ actions shocked the entire 
world.”

Foreign reports named the women as 
Natalie and Judith Raanan of Evanston, 
Illinois.

Media reports said the two were a 
mother and a daughter, who were re-

Hamas Releases Two American Hostages from Gaza
By Ron Kampeas

Hamas Inflated Hospital Blast Death Toll, Per AFP Report
(JNS) – Hamas massively inflated the 

death toll of last Tuesday’s blast near the 
Gaza Strip’s Al Ahli Arab Hospital, as 
it tried to pin the incident on the Israeli 
military, a European intelligence official 
told the “Agence France-Presse.”

“There weren’t 200 or even 500 
deaths. More likely between 10 and 50,” 
the anonymous source, told the news 
agency.

Gaza health authorities, which Hamas 
controls, claimed last Tuesday that the 
blast in Gaza City killed 471 Pales-
tinians. The terror group immediately 
blamed Israel, accusing the Israel De-
fense Forces of deliberately striking the 
hospital.

In response to Hamas’s accusations, 
violence erupted around the region, as 
angry protesters gathered in front of Is-
raeli diplomatic missions.

Israel presented conclusive evidence 
last Wednesday that a faulty Palestinian 

Islamic Jihad rocket struck the area near 
the hospital. No Israeli air force, ground 
or naval attacks were carried out in that 
area at the time of the blast, said IDF 
Spokesman Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari.

U.S. President Joe Biden said that the 
Pentagon confirmed based on available 
evidence that the explosion was caused 
by an errant PIJ rocket.

“I’m deeply saddened and outraged 
by the hospital blast, which appears to 
be done by the other team – not you,” 
said Biden, who visited Israel last 
Wednesday to show support for Jerusa-
lem’s war effort against Hamas.

Adrienne Watson, a spokeswoman 
for the U.S. National Security Council, 
told NBC News that “our current assess-
ment, based on analysis of overhead im-
agery, intercepts and open-source infor-
mation, is that Israel is not responsible 
for the explosion at the hospital in Gaza 
yesterday.” HW

Damage caused from an explosion at Al Ahli Arab Hospital in Gaza City, 
Oct. 18, 2023. Credit: Atia Mohammed/Flash90.

leased to the Red Cross. A Red Cross 
spokeswoman did not immediately re-
turn a request from comment.

A spokeswoman for the Families Fo-
rum, Liat Bell Sommer, confirmed to 
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency that the 
two hostages are American, but said she 
could not provide further details at the 
request of the families.

A Hamas spokesman told reporters on 
a Telegram channel that it had “released 
two American citizens (a mother and 

her daughter) for humanitarian reasons, 
and to prove to the American people and 
the world that the claims made by Biden 
and his fascist administration are false 
and baseless.”

President Joe Biden has backed Israel 
in its war against Hamas since the ter-
rorist group invaded Israel, killing 1,400 
people, most of them civilians, wound-
ing thousands and kidnapping more 
than 200. Israel declared war on Hamas 
following the invasion. HW
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Russian Ambassador Says Israel Should Agree to Immediate Ceasefire
(JNS) – Russian Ambassador to Israel 

Anatoly Viktorov started off his first in-
terview with JNS after Hamas brutally 
attacked Israel on Oct. 7 by saying, “The 
terrorist methods used by Hamas during 
the initial stage of confrontation deserve 
only condemnation. And, of course, we 
condemn extremist terrorism, murder 
of civilians, hostage-taking, as well as 
a blockade of people and the creation of 
difficult living conditions or other vio-
lent actions against civilians.”

The ambassador’s remarks under-
line the “both-sides” approach taken 
by Russian President Vladimir Putin 
and other senior Russian officials since 
Oct. 7. They have admitted Israel was 
the victim of an unprovoked attack but 
criticized the Israeli response, a line that 
has alienated and angered many Israelis.

JNS: Can you explain to me which 
measures Israel has taken that Russia 
sees as harsh?

Ambassador: It is difficult to assess 
what should be Israel’s response to what 
happened on the 7th of October, but the 
Israeli response should be led by the 
interests of the humanitarian situation. 
People in Gaza are not responsible for 
what Hamas’s leadership or terrorists 
from Hamas are doing.

JNS: Many Israelis were offended 
that President Putin compared what’s 
going on now in Gaza to the Nazis’ 
siege of Leningrad during World War II.

Ambassador: I advise you to read 
what exactly President Putin said. He 
said that military and other means like 
the Leningrad blockade should be not 
implemented. And that’s it. It’s not an 
accusation. It’s not a comparison of be-
havior of the Israeli armed forces with 

any of the events of the Second World 
War. We should not act to aggravate the 
situation.

JNS: Does Russia believe Israel’s 
intelligence regarding the recent explo-
sion at a hospital in Gaza, which showed 
Israel was not responsible and Palestin-
ian Islamic Jihad was responsible?

Ambassador: It’s not a matter of my 
belief. Our official reaction is: We are 
deeply shocked by what happened and 
we express our deepest condolences. 
We have a principled position about the 
inadmissibility on any violence against 
civilians, attacks on medical facilities, 
on other civilian infrastructure. I can-
not guess who is behind the explosion, 
but this tragic event and catastrophe, as 
President Putin said, should be a signal, 
a trigger to the serious consideration of 
an immediate ceasefire and immediate 
ending of hostilities.

JNS: But when the IDF presents the 
intelligence proving its case, why do 
you find it hard to say this is the correct 
version?

Ambassador: You know what, I am 
not an expert. Everyone, including jour-
nalists, should let the experts make some 
conclusions and present their views. It 
doesn’t make sense to speculate now be-
cause all of us are not specialists and are 
not experts.

JNS: What is Russia’s possible role 
in what is going on right now in the re-
gion?

Ambassador: President Putin has 
contacted a few leaders in the region, in-
cluding Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and made it clear that we are 
fundamentally ready in principle to con-
tinue to carry out our work, focused on 

the interest of ending this conflict, and 
we are trying to facilitate a ceasefire.

JNS: Is there a chance that Russia 
will become a negotiator?

Ambassador: I don’t see any obsta-
cles to Russia being a negotiator, bear-
ing in mind that we are keeping normal, 
constructive relations with the key lead-
ers. We are impartial. We are not act-
ing against the security interests of any 
country. In no way we are acting against 
the interests of the State of Israel and the 
people of Israel.

JNS: U.S. President Joe Biden just 
visited Israel. U.S. aircraft carriers are 
arriving in the Mediterranean. How 
does Russia see the U.S. involvement in 
what’s going on here?

Ambassador: The U.S., unfortunate-
ly, has not had a positive role in what is 
happening, because in the previous few 
years, they were trying to monopolize 
the peace process in the Middle East. 
But history shows us that, on many oc-
casions, unilateral efforts were never 
successful. And, of course, part of the re-
sponsibility for the current situation lies 
with the United States. It’s now our firm 
position: The lack of the prospects of a 
peace process is one of the key reasons 
for the hostilities that are taking place 
now. We are expecting from American 
leadership that they contribute to stop-
ping hostilities, achieving a ceasefire 
and deciding how to proceed towards a 
peaceful, diplomatic settlement.

JNS: Do you think the U.S. led us to 
what is happening now?

Ambassador: Of course, there is 
some blame, but I’m referring to the 
period before the war. I’m saying that 
the lack of a political horizon is one of 

the main causes of the current situation. 
Now is not the time to accuse somebody 
of creating this situation. It’s not the 
time for mutual accusations. It’s time to 
consolidate our efforts.

JNS: Is Russia planning to change 
how it sees Hamas after these terrorist 
attacks?

Ambassador: On many occasions, 
Russia is asked to apologize for sins we 
did not commit. Claims that we support 
terrorism, providing them with arms… 
it’s not true. We have explained that the 
only goal of and reason for our contacts 
is “How can we play the role without 
contacting terrorists?” The current con-
tacts with the representatives of Hamas 
are aimed at achieving a ceasefire, res-
cuing hostages taken by Hamas and 
saving the civilian population. Without 
contacting them, how do you think this 
can be achieved? It does not mean we 
are terrorist supporters.

JNS: So, Russian officials will con-
tinue to meet with Hamas officials?

Ambassador: I think so.
JNS: Is Russia assisting Hamas with 

military equipment, as Ukraine has 
claimed?

Ambassador: The short comment is: 
Nonsense. It’s not true. Long comment 
is: We are not sending our arms in vi-
olation of our international obligations. 
And in the case of Hamas, we are not 
doing that.

JNS: What kind of solution does Rus-
sia see to the current war?

Ambassador: The solution is to pres-
sure both sides in order to persuade 
them to reach a ceasefire. The longer the 
hostilities continue, the more difficult it 
will be to find a solution. HW

By Amichai Stein


