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Memphis Jewish Federation and Fogelman Jewish Family 
Service Partner to Launch ‘BeWell’ Memphis 

DON’T MISS AN ISSUE!
SUBSCRIPTION FORM ON PAGE 5.

By Melinda Lejman
For most families, the term “first-aid” 

likely conjures images of a kit filled 
with Band-Aids and antibacterial oint-
ment used to treat skinned knees and 
minor cuts. But when it comes to nav-
igating the more complex challenges of 
teen mental health issues, where do par-
ents and their children turn? Thanks to a 
grant from Jewish Federations of North 
America (JFNA), Memphis Jewish Fed-
eration (Federation) will now partner 
with Wendy and Avron B. Fogelman 
Jewish Family Service (Fogleman JFS) 

‘BeWell’ Memphis Team: Rebecca Fray, Rashki Osina, Kayla Salomon and 
Emily Davis

to launch BeWell Memphis and train fa-
cilitators to provide teen wellness strat-
egies in the community.

The $16,000 grant is part of JFNA’s 
BeWell: Helping Teens and Young Adults 
Thrive initiative in partnership with the 
Network of Jewish Human Service 
Agencies and is a response to national 
trends indicating teen wellness issues 
post-COVID. Recent statistics from the 
National Institute of Mental Health indi-
cated that almost half of teens between 
the ages of 13-18 live with a mental dis-

order.
Data collected by Federation via a 

parent and teen survey further indicated 
the need for mental health intervention. 
Of the teens surveyed, 78.9 percent re-
ported experiencing excessive worry-
ing, fear, and anxiety and 68 percent 
reported sadness or depression. Parents 
noted the difficulty of finding appropri-
ate and affordable mental health services 
and the need for access to programming 
geared toward teens and families.

Grant Beeber, a member of the Teen 
Wellness Task Force formed by Federa-
tion earlier this year, volunteered to go 
through the mental health first aid train-
ing. “I learned a lot regarding mental 
health disorders, stigma, challenges, and 
how to communicate with your peers,” 
shared Grant. “It really was eye-opening 
to me how much information is really 
behind this, and I think when more peo-
ple in our community experience it, we 
will all benefit.”

The Teen Wellness Task Force, co-
chaired by Rashki Osina, Fogelman JFS 
Director of Social Services, and Kayla 
Salomon, social worker with the Shel-
by County schools and BBYO advisor, 
was born out of Federation’s Needs As-
sessment and Planning Collaborative 
formed in early 2022. The purpose of 
the Collaborative is to establish a da-
ta-driven process that collects accurate 
and useful data to help determine com-

munity needs and necessary financial 
resources. Based on information and na-
tional trends exacerbated by the COVID 
pandemic, teen wellness was one of the 
early specific task forces formed as a re-
sult of the Collaborative.

“A Federation collaborative can bring 
together all of the different agencies in 
the community and we have already 
seen huge success with the Senior Col-
laborative,” shared Susanne Landau, 
chair of the Needs Assessment and Plan-
ning Collaborative. “I think this is a role 
that Federation plays very well. One of 
the powerful things about this initiative 
and the other collaboratives is knowing 
that the issue really touches everyone.”

The BeWell grant awarded from 
JFNA will be used to train facilitators 
in Youth Mental Health First Aid and 
Teen (Peer-to-Peer) Mental Health First 
Aid, including Emily Davis, LMSW, 
and Rebecca Fray, LPC-MHSP, both 
therapists at Fogelman JFS, as well as 
Teen Wellness co-chair Kayla Salomon. 
Once facilitators are trained in the First 
Aid programs, they will begin offer-
ing workshops to teens, parents, and 
teen professionals on how to recognize 
symptoms and signs in teens and en-
courage teens to seek help.

“People forget that mental health is 
health,” says Kayla. “You know, if you 

(See BeWell Page 2)

New Executive Director Leads Baron Hirsch Congregation

Robert and Havah Schneider         Credit: Rivka Braverman

By Shoshana Cenker
There’s a changing of the guard at 

Baron Hirsch Congregation (BH), with 
Robert Schneider now officially at 
the helm of the shul that was founded 
more than 150 years ago. His new role 

as executive director began in mid-De-
cember, with previous exec dir., David 
Fleischhacker, leaving the position he’s 
held for 20 years to make Aliyah with 
his wife, Chany. Since the Fleischhack-

ers aren’t leaving until mid-February, 
David has graciously helped Robert ac-
climate to his new responsibilities.

“Already, Robert has been instru-
mental in helping us review and renew 
several vendor contracts, he’s taken the 
lead in dealing with facility issues, and 
is becoming familiar with our finances 
and all the business aspects of the con-
gregation,” said David. “Robert has had 
the opportunity to meet many members 
and has been involved in planning up-
coming smachot, kiddushes, and shul 
events. He’s an excellent addition to the 
first-class staff we have built at Baron 
Hirsch. He will be an asset to both our 
professional staff and lay leadership in 
achieving great things for the congrega-
tion.”

Robert and his family moved to Mem-
phis 10 years ago. He has an extensive 
professional background in IT, opera-
tions, and facilities management, with a 
bachelor’s in management information 
systems from Yeshiva University. He’s 
pulling from his prior work experienc-
es –especially his previous position as 
IT and property director at the Memphis 

Jewish Community Center (MJCC), 
which he held for 10 years – and apply-
ing it to BH.

“Many of my duties at the MJCC have 
prepared me well for the BH executive 
director position. It was so gratifying in 
my MJCC role to use my skills for the 
community in a meaningful way,” not-
ed Robert. “I really enjoyed making 
personal connections with MJCC mem-
bers, lay leaders, board members and 
colleagues, and I look forward to simi-
lar interactions at BH. I hope to contin-
ue that special connection by working 
within this great community.”

As Robert learns the ins and outs of 
BH, he’s working on evaluating the 
shul’s technology to determine the sys-
tem’s best features, what can be updat-
ed, and how he can support the unique 
needs of Baron Hirsch while staying in 
budget. “Having nonprofit experience,” 
added Robert, “has given me a helpful 
outlook in finding opportunities to en-
hance the shul, which is a pillar of Jew-
ish Memphis.”

(See Baron Hirsch Page 2)
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BeWell...
(Continued From Page 1)

Susanne Landau, Chair, 
Federation’s Needs Assessment & 
Planning Collaborative

have diabetes, you get medication for 
that. If you break a bone, you go to the 
doctor. [Mental health] is not embar-
rassing. And for us to be able to put a 
little bit of a Jewish twist on it makes it 
different from what you could normally 
get in the city.”

Although mental illness and mental 
health are becoming less stigmatized, 
it may not be a top priority for people 
to address, especially among teens with 
busy schedules. “We’re trying to break 
through that barrier by providing these 
courses that are nationally known and 
evidence-based, where each participant 
gets a certificate after completing the 
course,” says Rashki. “And we are go-
ing to provide community service hours 
for the teens that come. So yes, we’re 
trying to teach, but also break through 
the stigma and these barriers that have 
been put up and have been very hard to 
break through.”

“A lot of times, teens are going to 
each other as the first line of defense,” 
adds therapist Emily Davis. “The course 
is empowering for teens to know what 
to look for among their friends as well. 
So, they can be an advocate for their 
friends and accepting of help.”

There is also an adult component for 
adults who work with teens to learn to 
spot things that might need to be ad-
dressed and provide resources that don’t 
necessarily require a professional.

“It makes everything way more ac-
cessible, and decreases the need to go 
to multiple people or find a good ther-
apist,” shares therapist Rebecca Fray. 
“It’s more about, ‘Have you tried self-
care? What do you do to feel better? 
Here’s what I do to feel better.’ And it 
becomes more of a conversation and an 
exchange of information, as opposed to 
lessons learned from adults to kids.”

Mental Health First Aid trainings will 
be available at the Memphis Jewish 
Community Center. Please check the Fo-
gelman JFS website for details on open 
classes and opportunities. The first class, 
open only to teen professionals who work 
in the Memphis Jewish community, will 

take place on February 15. Private train-
ings with an on-site facilitator are avail-
able for organizations for a small fee.

In addition to programming, per the 
grant requirements, Federation’s Teen 
Wellness Task Force will evolve into a 
Memphis Resiliency Roundtable mod-
eled after JFNA’s national Resiliency 
Roundtable. The Memphis one will in-
clude representatives from all Jewish 
youth groups, schools, and synagogues, 
as well as community members passion-
ate about this issue.

“I’m very excited that we were award-
ed a grant of $16,000, and we’ll use that 
money to train facilitators and empower 
teens and parents with the knowledge 
and strategies gained from the first aid 
courses,” shares Cindy Finestone, chair 
of Memphis Jewish Federation. “From 
there, with the help of Fogelman Jewish 
Family Service, we hope to gather feed-
back to see what’s resonating with our 
teens and what’s resonating with adults, 
and then follow up and offer additional 
programs to reverse some of the trends 
that we’re seeing.”

To learn more about BeWell Memphis, 
schedule an organizational on-site 
training, or to hear about other mental 
health services offered by Fogelman 
JFS, please contact Rashki Osina at 
rosina@jccmemphis.org. HW

My Teen Israel Experience

I have gone to camp every summer 
since I was 8 years old, and I have been 
with the same people for all of these 
years. I will never forget this past sum-
mer learning and having fun in Israel 
with my lifelong friends from Jacobs 
Camp. Rabbi Jeff Dreifus flew to Israel 
with my group and was with us for the 
first Shabbat at the Western Wall in Je-

rusalem. We took a picture with him and 
the Memphis kids on my trip.

My favorite part of the trip was the 
“Sea to Sea” excursion. We slept under 
the stars for four nights and met people 
from many other Jewish summer camps. 
We hiked in the desert, sat around camp-
fires at night and saw beautiful scenery 
every day. I still keep in touch with some 
of the people I met. I especially enjoyed 
the visits with Arab families and hear-
ing about what their life was like. These 
meetings gave me the opportunity to see 
things from their perspective and the 
chance to expand my world view. We 
also met people in the IDF and heard 
about their experiences. I was surprised 
to learn that they were not much older 
than me and impressed by their bravery.

I also enjoyed normal days where we 
just hung out in Israel playing volleyball 
with kids on the beach and visiting fam-
ilies in their homes.

I saw my first cousin, Sydney Ellen, 
who was interning in Tel Aviv, and I ran 
into my sister, Stella, in a flea market, 
while she was traveling on a BBYO trip. 
My twin sister, Sarah, was on the same 
trip as me. It was very special to be so 
far away, and be with Rabbi Dreifus 
from Memphis, members of my family 
and my camp friends.

Thank you to Memphis Jewish Fed-
eration’s Lemsky Endowment Fund 
for helping to make my NFTY Jacobs 
Camp Israel trip possible. HW

Steve Blen enjoying his NFTY 
experience in Israel

By Steve Blen

Steve Blen, son of Alison and Scott 
Blen, is a junior at Memphis University 
School. Memphis Jewish Federation’s 
Lemsky Endowment Fund provided him 
with a Teen Israel Experience grant 
to help offset the cost of NFTY Jacobs 
Camp Israel trip last summer. All rising 
high school juniors and seniors in the 
Memphis Jewish community are eligible 
for grants up to $3,000 to attend a 
recognized teen summer or semester 
program in Israel. Applications for 
Summer 2023 are now available online. 

To learn more and apply, please go to: 
w w w. j c p m e m p h i s . o r g / l e m s k y -
endowment-fund.
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Baron Hirsch...
(Continued From Page 1) Baron Hirsch 

Hires New 
Kitchen 
Manager/
Head 
Mashgiach

By Shoshana Cenker
Zak Shayne

Someone’s in the kitchen with… Zak 
Shayne. He’s the new kitchen manager 
and head mashgiach at Baron Hirsch 
Congregation (BH). Zak and his wife, 
Chana Ahuva, recently moved to Mem-
phis from Englewood, New Jersey.

He’s now overseeing all operations 
in the kitchen, including prep for kid-
dushes and shul events, helping with 
smachot and all private events, main-
taining kashrut standards, and keeping 
the kitchens well maintained and clean.

“My wife and I have been very 
excited to join the Memphis Jewish 
community. This position as Baron 
Hirsch’s kitchen manager is such a 
great opportunity for both of us, not 
only professionally and socially, but 
also to serve a community that has 
always been very dear to my family 
and me,” said Zak. “I feel very lucky 
to be a part of this particular team and 
thankful for former executive director 
David Fleischhacker and his guidance. 
Community members have been so 
welcoming and expressed so much ex-
citement as I begin this role, I’m really 
looking forward to getting to know ev-
eryone and doing everything I can to 
add to the community.”

Zak grew up in Seattle and later at-
tended Yeshiva University (YU). He 
served in several positions for Yachad 
Summer Programs, most recently as 
program director. With a strong interest 
in food service, he worked for several 
years at Golan Heights Restaurant, a 
popular Israeli grill on YU’s campus. 
He was also the assistant director for 
the Makor Experience, a program for 
special needs students at YU.

“Zak and I are in the trenches to-
gether, learning new things and get-
ting organized. We’re looking at the 
current food offerings that people are 
happy with, thinking about new plans 
for food service, and adding new kitch-
en volunteers,” said Robert Schneider, 
BH’s new executive director. “There’s 
good new energy here that’s inspiring 
creativity. Zak has taken on full own-
ership of mashgiach work and making 
sure food plans are correctly handled. 
Please say hello and welcome Zak to 
the community when you see him at 
shul.”

If you’d like to be involved in BH’s 
volunteer corps of members who can 
help prepare for various events, please 
contact Zak: zak@baronhirsch.org or 
901-683-7485. HW

Robert and the BH team are looking 
into updating the membership software 
to improve the experience of how mem-
bers digitally interact with the shul, in-
cluding for programs and event registra-
tion, so it’s more modern and accessible. 
There will also be a new social media 
push, updated weekly newsletters, and 
the website will be refreshed with de-
tails about prayer times, events, pro-
grams, and learning opportunities. Rob-
ert is also involved in the shul’s hiring 
of Rabbi Lichter’s assistant.

“I am truly excited about the addi-
tion of Robert to Baron Hirsch in his 
role as executive director,” said Rabbi 
Ian Lichter, BH’s senior rabbi. “Rob-
ert has already distinguished himself 
as hard-working, detail-oriented, and 
motivated to bring innovation to the 
synagogue. Robert’s thoughtful and 
targeted vision, coupled with his affin-
ity for people and balanced humility, 
will allow him to excel in this position. 
His passion adds to the vibrancy that is 
taking place currently at Baron Hirsch 
Congregation!”

Running such a large congregation 
and building is no small feat, requiring 
a team effort. “When I first accepted the 
position, meetings with David began 
immediately. Now, going through the 
processes with David is solidifying what 
we’ve talked about. When something 
new or a task that I need to take own-
ership of comes up, David and I meet to 
work through it together. I’m so grateful 
for all the time and mentorship he’s pro-
vided me. He’s been extremely helpful 
and such an incredible resource for the 
community – it’s bittersweet to see him 
go,” said Robert. “Rabbi Lichter has 
been fantastic, too, giving me a warm 
welcome. He’s friendly and so great 
for our community, I’m excited to be 
working with him. And of course, Gwen 
Moody, Cantor Ricky Kampf, youth di-
rectors Dina and Eitan Selter, and the 
wonderful BH staff have been so helpful 
as I’ve transitioned into the position. I’m 
looking forward to forming partnerships 
with everyone. Gwen has been tremen-
dous – she’s a great asset to me and the 
shul, everyone has such a nice connec-

tion with her. And our maintenance staff 
is amazing, doing anything that’s need-
ed, working hard to ensure the shul is 
running how it should be.”

“Finding someone who could fill the 
executive director role following David 
was not going to be easy,” said Marc 
Lennon, BH president. “Robert exem-
plifies the role through this commitment 
to cause, a deep humility, and an eager-
ness to learn the different aspects of the 
role, which makes working with him a 
pleasure.”

“I’m very excited about working with 
Robert. He’s already made a huge im-
pact to the office in the short period of 
time he’s been here,” added Gwen, BH’s 
executive assistant. “I look forward to 
helping him provide our members with 
the most effective and efficient service.”

Robert and his family were drawn 
to Memphis because of our wonderful 
Jewish community, easy commutes, and 
the city being a great place to raise their 
children. Wife, Dr. Havah Schneider, is 
a clinical psychologist and Deputy Chief 
of Mental Health Service at the Mem-
phis VA, kids Dani 11, Talia 9, and Kay-
la 7 attend Margolin Hebrew Academy.

“Memphis has been great for our fam-
ily,” Robert said happily. “I’m so grate-
ful for my years at the MJCC, learning 
so many skills and using my experience 
to benefit the community. Baron Hirsch 
has so much to offer, and I’m excited to 
be part of the BH team to help ensure 
a strong Jewish community in Memphis 
for years to come. And please come in-
troduce yourself to me at shul! If you’d 
like to share ideas or thoughts about 
BH, or ways you’d like to be involved 
with the shul, please reach out!”

Robert can be reached at robert@
baronhirsch.org or 901.683.7485. HW
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First Birthright Group of Ukrainian Jews Since the War’s 
Start Arrives in Israel on Miriam Adelson’s Private Jet

Dr. Miriam Adelson and Gidi Mark with the group, right after landing at 
Ben Gurion International Airport. Credit: Courtesy of Birthright Israel.

Jerusalem (January 24, 2023) – 
The first Birthright Israel group of 
Ukrainian Jews since the start of the 
war reached Israel last night, bringing 
24 participants on the organization’s 
10-day educational experience in the 
Jewish state for young Diaspora resi-
dents. They arrived on a special flight 
arranged by Dr. Miriam Adelson, who 
accompanied them.

Fifteen of the participants had reached 
Warsaw, from where the Israel-bound 
flight departed, from Kiev, Odessa, 
Kharkiv and Dniepro, all cities that 
have come under Russian attack. The 
nine other participants had already left 
Ukraine during the war and live in Ger-
many and Poland. This is the first time 
that most of the 15 have left Ukraine 

since the war broke out 11 months ago.
Adelson, Birthright Israel’s largest 

donor, heard about this special Birth-
right group and decided to fly on her 
private jet to Poland from Austin, Texas, 
to escort the group to Israel.

The participants will be able to dis-
connect from the war for a short time 
thanks to their Birthright tour through-
out Israel, from the Golan Heights to the 
Negev. Some will remain in Israel for a 
few weeks to participate in Birthright’s 
follow-up program, Onward Israel.

“Every Birthright group in Israel is a 
very exciting thing, but this group is ex-
tra-special. I met the participants when 
they landed and realized how much 
strength and optimism each of them 
has,” said Gidi Mark, CEO of Birthright 

Israel. “I know that that their Birthright 
Israel experience will strengthen each 
of them and give them the power to 
persevere during the terrible situation 
Ukraine is going through.”

“We are grateful to Lynne and How-
ard Halpern and Andrea and Mike Lev-
en of Boca Raton, Fla., who support this 
group and an additional group planned 
to arrive in March from Ukraine,” said 
Birthright Israel Foundation’s Presi-
dent & CEO, Izzy Tapoohi. “Birthright 
Israel Foundation supporters are com-
mitted to building connections to Is-
rael and Judaism for all young Jewish 
adults.

About Birthright Israel:
Birthright Israel is the largest educa-

tional tourism organization in the world. 
Founded 23 years ago with the dream 
of providing every Jewish young adult 

with the transformational experience of 
a trip to Israel, Birthright offers multi-
ple short- and mid-length programs in 
Israel for Jewish young adults. More 
than 800,000 young Jewish adults from 
68 countries have received the gift of a 
10-day educational tour in Israel with 
Birthright Israel, introducing them to 
the country’s ancient roots and mod-
ern wonders. Additionally, more than 
10,000 people have attended intern-
ships, academic studies, and fellowships 
through Onward Israel, and over 1,000 
Jewish young adults have attended the 
highly selective Excel Fellowship and 
are now part of the global Birthright 
Israel Excel Fellows community. Birth-
right Israel has a steadfast partnership 
with the government of Israel, donors 
and Jewish communities from around 
the world. HW

A London Museum is Seeking David Bowie’s Dress for an Exhibit on 
Jews in the UK Fashion Industry

David Bowie, shown with his wife, Angie, at home in Kent, England, in 1971, is 
wearing a dress that he famously wore on the cover of his “The Man Who Sold the 
World” album. Credit: Peter Stone/Mirrorpix/Getty Images

By David I. Klein
(JTA) – David Bowie, Greta Garbo 

and Sean Connery were not Jewish. But 
some of the garments they made famous 
– Bowie’s dresses, Garbo’s hats and the 
tuxedo Connery donned as James Bond 
– all had Jewish creators.

A London museum is trying to gather 

some of those pieces of clothing for an 
exhibit on the impact that London’s im-
migrant communities had on the British 
fashion industry.

The Museum of London Docklands 
documents the city’s history as a port 
town, telling the stories of those who 

arrived on the River Thames, from Af-
rican slaves brought through the Atlan-
tic slave trade to the masses of Jewish 
immigrants who came in the late 1800 
fleeing persecution in Eastern Europe.

Like their co-religionists who arrived 
in New York, many of those Jews found 
themselves in the garment industry after 
immigrating.

“Jewish people were working at all 
levels of the fashion industry in London 
throughout the twentieth century but 
the extent of their contribution has been 
widely unrecognised,” Fashion Curator 
Lucie Whitmore said in a statement from 
the museum. “Jewish makers established 
the ready to wear industry, worked their 
way into the highest levels of London 
fashion and dominated Carnaby Street 
in the swinging sixties. Many of these 
designers were internationally famous 
– favoured by the rich and famous and 
highly respected for their creativity, 
skill, and originality. It’s a contribution 
that deserves to be recognised.”

Starting in October and running until 
April 2024, the museum will host an ex-

hibit titled, “Fashion City: How Jewish 
Londoners Shaped Global Style.”

To fill out the collection, however, 
they have put out a public call for help 
in gathering notable artifacts created by 
Jewish designers such as Mr Fish (born 
Michael Fish), Cecil Gee, Otto Lucas, the 
Rahvis sisters and Madame Isobel (Iso-
bel Spevak Harris). The statement states 
the museum is looking for “menswear 
pieces…worn by famous names such 
as David Bowie, Mick Jagger, Muham-
mad Ali and Michael Caine,” along with 
“members of The Beatles,” by March 1.

Fish produced some of Britain’s most 
iconic 1960s and 70s fashion designs, 
such as the wide kipper tie. Cecil Gee 
began his career in the 1930s and de-
signed the “Demob Suit” – short for 
demobilization – which was granted to 
British soldiers by the army after their 
release from World War II service. Rae-
monde and Dora Rahvis were two South 
Africa-born Jewish sisters who after 
emigrating to London became some of 
the first prominent costume designers in 
the British film industry. HW

Palestinians Celebrate Jerusalem Attack Across Judea and Samaria, Gaza
(JNS) – Palestinians in Judea, Sa-

maria and the Gaza Strip held celebra-
tions last Friday night after seven peo-
ple were killed in a terrorist shooting 
attack at a synagogue in Jerusalem’s 
Neve Ya’akov neighborhood.

Israeli and Palestinian media report-
ed festivities in Ramallah, the seat of 
the Palestinian Authority, as well as in 
Nablus, Jenin and Hebron.

There were also celebrations close 

to where the attack took place in the 
Israeli capital.

Video posted to social media showed 
Palestinians setting off fireworks, 
engaging in celebratory gunfire and 
honking horns, and crowds chanting in 
support of the killing of Jews.

Crowds also gathered throughout 
the Gaza Strip, where candy and other 
sweets were distributed to children.

Hamas praised the attack as an “ap-

propriate response” to alleged Israeli 
crimes. Palestinian Islamic Jihad also 
hailed the massacre.

Israel Defense Forces Chief of Staff 
Lt. Gen. Herzi Halevi ordered the re-
inforcement of troops in Judea and Sa-
maria in preparation for a possible es-
calation in the wake of the Palestinian 
terrorist attack.

Israel Police Commissioner Kobi 
Shabtai similarly ordered the alert lev-

el in the capital raised to the highest 
level.

The moves were announced after a 
security assessment led by Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu, who visited 
the scene of the attack.

“Our hearts go out to the families 
of the wounded and dead. We have 
assessed the situation and decided on 
some immediate actions. We will act 
decisively,” he said. HW
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“Only when the tide goes out 
do you discover who’s been 

swimming naked”.

— Warren Buffett

How has your portfolio 
performed over the 

past year?

Resilient Investing For Turbulent Times®

Always read and rely exclusively on offering documents before investing. Past performance may not recur. All investing involves risk.

1790 Kirby Parkway, Suite 127 | Memphis, TN 38138
Tel: 901.443.4000  •  Visit RVWWealth.com

Call Selwyn,
Jonathan Gerber,
or Jesse Picunko

THE WEALTH BLUEPRINT
AUTHORED BY SELWYN GERBER 

AND JONATHAN GERBER

Call for your
complimentary copy

 

RVW’s evidence-based investment approach 
is backed by decades of empirical research. 

Portfolios are designed to seek higher expected returns
and are managed by an efficient and repeatable process.

Low cost, tax-smart transparency is at the heart of what we do, 
with simplified clear reporting.

 
We are fiduciaries. Our interests are fully

aligned with yours as trusted advisors,
and we receive no incentives, or rewards from 3rd parties. 

We provide the highest level of professionalism
and integrity. Almost none of the major brokerage 

firms are true fiduciaries.

Our advisors include CPAs and Chartered 
Financial Analysts. We are ruthlessly bottom-line 

focused and eschew trends or fads, resulting in an
investing experience that is very different from

what is typcally provided.

Your financial goals are unique, and we have 
the strategies and investment solutions to 

help you achieve them. RVW portfolios reflect each 
client’s need for income, growth and safety respectively. 

Your custom Financial Plan directs the wealth optimization 
process we employ. It provides peace of mind knowing that 
a roadmap has been designed to enable you to live the life, 

and leave the legacy you envisioned.

1BR | 2BR | Penthouses
Utilities Included
See our floorplans
@ embassyaptsmemphis.com

505 South Perkins Rd. 
In the Heart of East Memphis

THE EMBASSY APARTMENTS
A  D A T T E L  R E A L T Y  P R O P E R T Y 

“Luxury and Location”

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
901-685-8020

901.300.3938
Available 24/7 Licensed Insured Bonded

mistertree.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

David J Ross, Agent
8317 Cordova Road, Suite 101
Cordova, TN  38016
Bus: 901-795-9067
www.davidjross.net

Subscribe Now — Don’t Miss An Issue
In-town $36  •  Out-of-State $50

THE HEBREW WATCHMAN
901.763.2215 • info@hebrewwatchman.com
Send Paper To
Name
Address
City     St  Zip
Phone
Email
If Gift, From
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Considering purchasing a 
new home or refinancing 
your current one?
With more than 20 years of experience in mortgage lending, Scott Sorin is 
the perfect candidate to assist you with any home financing need. Whether 
you’re considering refinancing, a new home purchase, jumbo loans or portfolio 
lending, Scott is eager to guide you through all of your options.

©2022 First Horizon Bank, NMLS# 472329. All loans subject to approval, including 
credit approval. Some restrictions may apply. Other programs are available. 
Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender.

Scott Sorin
Mortgage Loan Officer
NMLS #40975 
901-759-4805 | 901-378-2244 Mobile
Efax: 901-453-3279 
4990 Poplar Ave. | Memphis, TN 38117 

•  Conventional financing
•  Jumbo

•  FHA/VA
•  Portfolio

Watch Them Thrive with In-Home Care
The specially trained caregivers at Comfort Keepers pro-
vide meaningful, in-home care so seniors can live inde-
pendently. From providing companionship to caring for 
those with dementia, we’re here to help your loved one 
thrive and give you peace of mind.

In-Home
Care Services

• Personal care

• Companionship and 
   housekeeping

• Dementia and 
   Alzheimer’s care

• Respite care

• Safety solutions

901-207-8209
Home + Life + Care | ComfortKeepers.com

Comfort Keepers of the Mid-South, 5668 S Rex Rd #200, Memphis, Tennessee 38119

© 2022 CK Franchising, Inc. An international network where most offices are independently owned and operated.

Monday, February 6
Field Trip
Join us for a Free Ice Cream Social at TCBY! Thanks to an anonymous donor, the 

seniors will enjoy their choice of whatever flavor plus toppings they want. It will be a 
nice social get together. Sign up for lunch and join us on the bus going to TCBY!

Wednesday, February 8
“The Trees and Us!”
Speaker Rabbi Jeff Dreifus of Temple Israel is always a delight to hear and is very 

much enjoyed by all.
Monday, February 13
“G-D Introduces Himself to the World!”
Speaker: Rabbi Ian Lichter of Baron Hirsch
Come hear this dynamic rabbi who has already made an impact on the local Jewish 

community as the new head rabbi at Baron Hirsch.

Wednesday, February 15
Monthly Luncheon!
This event will feature Gary Abbott, 

vocalist. Gary Abbott will delight the 
audience with old-time rock-n-roll and 
the sounds that made Memphis music 
famous! His performance is certain to 
delight. Gary comes from Creative Ag-
ing’s great cadre of entertainers. Come 
enjoy this terrific vocalist and enjoy a 
delicious Kosher lunch all for $5. The 
Luncheon and Gary start at noon on 
Feb. 15. Reservations can be made by 
calling the front desk at 901.761.0810 or 

The MJCC Larisa and Ben Baer Senior Adult Club Happenings
Lunch is Monday–Friday at 11:30 a.m. All programs start at 12:15 p.m.

emailing Steve Kaplan at stevekaplan@
jccmemphis.org.

Please come join us Monday through 
Friday for a delicious Kosher lunch 
from the kitchens at the Memphis Jew-
ish Home & Rehab. The cost is only $2 
for seniors. Reservations are required 
the day before by 1 p.m. and can be 
made by contacting Adult Services Co-
ordinator Steve Kaplan at stevekaplan@
jccmemphis.org, 901-259-9220 or  call-
ing the front desk at 901.761.0810. HW

Gary Abbott

IDF, Israel 
Police Raise 
Alert Level 
after Jerusalem 
Synagogue 
Massacre

(JNS) – Israel Defense Forces Chief 
of Staff Lt. Gen. Herzi Halevi has or-
dered the reinforcement of troops in 
Judea and Samaria in preparation for a 
possible escalation in the wake of the 
deadly Palestinian terrorist attack last 
Friday night in Jerusalem.

Israel Police Commissioner Kobi 
Shabtai similarly ordered the alert level 
raised to the highest level in the capi-
tal after seven people were killed in a 
shooting attack at a synagogue in the 
northern Neve Ya’akov neighborhood.

“This is one of the most heinous ter-
rorist attacks that we have seen in recent 
years, and a significant rise in the level 
of terror,” said Israel Police Internation-
al Spokesman Dean Elsdunne.

The moves were announced after a 
security assessment led by Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu, who visited 
the scene of the attack.

“Our hearts go out to the families of 
the wounded and dead. We have as-
sessed the situation and decided on 
some immediate actions. We will act 
decisively,” said Netanyahu.

“The Security Cabinet will convene 
tomorrow after Shabbat is over. I call 
on citizens not to take the law into their 
own hands; for this we have the army 
and police that receive instructions from 
the government,” added the premier.

Defense Minister Yoav Gallant cut 
short his personal trip to the United 
States to return to Israel and likewise 
convened a meeting with the heads of 
national security services.

“This is a serious and sad attack on 
Shabbat evening, targeting civilians. I 
am sending condolences to the families 
of the murdered and wishing a speedy 
recovery to the injured,” he said. “The 
security establishment under my leader-
ship will act hard and without compro-
mise against terrorism and will reach all 
those involved in the attack.” HW

Have a Simcha?
share with

The Hebrew Watchman
readers 

901.763.2215
info@hebrewwatchman.com
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Established 
a new family foundation, 
The Burton Weil Family 

Foundation

Opened 
13  

new Donor  
Advised Funds

Completed 
$7.6 Million

Endowment Campaign for 
Wendy & Avron Fogelman 

Jewish Family Service

Started major 
renovations 
at Hillels of Memphis  
to better serve Jewish  

college students

6560 POPLAR AVENUE, MEMPHIS, TN 38138  |  901.767.7100  |  WWW.JCPMEMPHIS.ORG

27  
Teens & Young Adults  

received grants  
for immersive  

Israel experiences

40 community leaders 
secured over 

300 gifts
to the 2023 Annual 

Campaign on Leadership  
Sunday & Monday

Raised more than 
$500,000
in emergency funding 

for Ukraine

Granted more than
 

$5 Million  
to local Jewish 

organizations from 
Foundation funds

Strengthened 
Lion of Judah:
brought 14 women to 

International Conference,  
secured 6 new LOJ endowments  
& welcomed 5 new Lions

25,000  
Kosher Meals Provided  
to senior adults and 520 
Jewish holiday gift bags 

delivered to isolated seniors

Secured a
 $100,000 GRANT 

over two years to launch a new  
legacy initiative in partnership with 
the Harold Grinspoon Foundation

TOP 22
of

Joint lobbying effort with 
all TN Federations yielded 

$500,000  
for security personnel for  
faith-based organizations 

statewide

90-day  
Response Plan  

implemented strengthening 
relationships with law 

enforcement & completing 
annual security reviews

HIRED
NEW STAFF to meet demands of our 

growing Foundation

Foundation fund  
holders provided

58 GRANTS  
for a total of

$61,443
towards the  

community needs list

Foundation accepted 

12th gift of  
real estate 

from a bequest

160  
Jewish Young Adults 

celebrated together the 
night before Thanksgiving 

at “Reunion 2022”

Partnered with donors to ensure  
perpetual care for  
Mid-South cemeteries  

through the Temple Israel Cemetery 
Sustainability Fund and the Southern 

Jewish Cemetery Association

B’nai Tzedek Teens donated 
$2,160 

from personal funds to  
13 different non-profits

Teen Wellness 
Task Force

received a grant from 
JFNA to strengthen our 
community’s efforts on 

behalf of Teen Wellness

Foundation was awarded  

9th place 

in Memphis Business 
Journal’s ranking of  

Mid-South Charities based 
on contributions received

Grew membership in 
Foundation’s Professional 

Advisory Group to  

119 
Accountants, Financial 
Advisors, Life Insurance 

Advisors, & Attorneys
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IRA Distributions Can 
Benefit Your Favorite 
Cause … and Your Tax Bill

Changing jobs, switching 
employers, or retiring? 
Don’t leave your 401(k) or 403(b) unattended

Investment and Insurance Products:
NOT FDIC Insured NO Bank Guarantee MAY Lose Value

Wells Fargo Advisors does not provide tax or legal advice. 

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing 
Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank 
affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. © 2020 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, 
LLC. All rights reserved. CAR-0720-04236

Mike Stein
Managing Director – Investments
6075 Poplar Ave
Memphis, TN 38119
Direct: (901) 761-8151
michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com
 

MEDICARE SPECIALIST
STEVE BAER

901 .237.4207   |    stevenfbaer@gmai l .com

n Check if your current   
 rate is competitive
n	 Help with people aging 
 in to Medicare
n	 Licensed with all of the 
 major carriers

   As always . . . 
Your long term care, life and annuity specialist

Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director - Investments,
Wells Fargo Advisors
Questions for Mike? You can reach him at 901.761.8151 
or Michael.Stein@WellsFargoAdvisors.com 
fa.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael-stein

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act nearly doubled the standard deduction beginning in 
2018 and indexed it annually for inflation through 2025 ($12,950 for single taxpay-
ers and $25,900 for joint filers in 2022; $13,850 and $27,700 in 2023). The result 
was a dramatic reduction in the number of filers who itemize – from 30.6% of all 
returns in 2017 to 9.5% in 2020.1

As the number of itemizers fell, so did the amount individuals gave to charities as a 
percentage of total annual contributions. According to Giving USA, the total amount 
dropped below 70% for the first time ever in 2018 and remained there through 2021.2

Although the primary motivation for charitable giving usually comes from a desire to 
give back, an associated tax break can be a strong supporting factor. If you are an IRA 
owner who is 70½ or older, you may be pleased to learn that you can give to charity 
without itemizing and still get a tax break through what’s known as a qualified charita-
ble distribution (QCD).

How a QCD Works
Generally, distributions from traditional IRAs are subject to federal income tax, un-

less an exception applies. QCDs, however, are excluded from income and therefore 
won’t affect your tax obligation. Moreover, once you reach age 72, a QCD can satisfy 
all or part of your required minimum distribution (RMD), which otherwise could sub-
stantially increase your taxable income for any given year.

To make a QCD, you would direct your IRA trustee to issue a check made out to a 
qualified public charity. You may contribute up to $100,000 from your IRA; if you’re 
married, your spouse may also contribute up to $100,000 from his or her IRA.

A QCD must be an otherwise taxable distribution from an IRA. If you’ve made non-
deductible IRA contributions, then each distribution normally carries with it a pro-rata 
amount of taxable and nontaxable dollars. If you have multiple IRAs, they are aggre-
gated to determine the calculation. With QCDs, the pro-rata rule is ignored, and taxable 
dollars are treated as distributed first.

Charitable Giving by Source, 2021 (in billions)

Source: Giving USA, 2022 (total may not equal 100% due to rounding)
QCDs come with a few caveats:
• If you have a checkbook IRA, you may also write a check directly to the charity; 

however, the contribution will count as a QCD for the year in which it is cashed, not the 
year it is written. This is particularly worth noting for donations made late in the year.

• You can take a QCD from SEP and SIMPLE IRAs, but only if they’re “inactive,” 
i.e., have not received any contributions in the same year.

• You cannot deduct a QCD as a charitable contribution on your federal income tax 
return.

• As of 2019, individuals age 70½ and older can continue contributing to their IRAs 
as long as they have earned income (generally, work-related earnings). However, if you 
make deductible contributions after age 70½, the amount of any QCD made at any point 
in the future will be taxable up to the value of those contributions.

Private foundations, donor-advised funds, supporting organizations (as defined by the 
IRS), charitable gift annuities, and charitable remainder trusts are ineligible to receive 
QCDs.

1) IRS, 2022 (most recent full-year data)
2) Giving USA, 2022
This information is not intended as tax, legal, investment, or retirement advice or recommendations, and 

it may not be relied on for the purpose of avoiding any federal tax penalties. You are encouraged to seek 
guidance from an independent tax or legal professional. The content is derived from sources believed to 
be accurate. Neither the information presented nor any opinion expressed constitutes a solicitation for the 
purchase or sale of any security. This material was written and prepared by Broadridge Advisor Solutions. © 
2022 Broadridge Financial Solutions, Inc.

Investment and Insurance Products are:
Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Federal Government Agency
Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of, or Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any Bank Affiliate
Subject to Investment Risks, Including Possible Loss of the Principal Amount Invest HW

Windows • Doors • Siding

MICHAEL LURIE
WINDOW WORLD OF MEMPHIS

4899 Summer Ave. Suite 104
Memphis, TN 38122

WindowWorldMemphis.com

memphis@windowworld.com 

mobile: 901-233-2921
o�ce: 901-684-6670

Hope
Hospice & Palliative CareHospice & Palliative Care

Preparing for Life’s Final Journey
with Compassion and Care

      National Institute
    for Jewish Hospice

ACCREDITED
         2022

1125 Schilling Blvd. East, Suite 101
Collierville, TN 38017

901-560-3600
www.hospiceofhopetn.com

Hospice of Hope-sn-2022v3.indd   1Hospice of Hope-sn-2022v3.indd   1 9/12/22   6:57 PM9/12/22   6:57 PM
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SERVICES AVAILABLE 
• Driver—Courteous and reliable person to take 
you anywhere you need to go in Memphis and sur-
rounding areas: Dr’s appointments, Shopping, Er-
rands, Airport.  Available weekdays and weekends.

• House Sitting and Dog Sitting—
Responsible adult available to stay with your dogs 
while you are away.  I love dogs!

Contact Rick Danzig: 901-337-6009

Located at 2481 Broad Avenue - Memphis
901.767.0026 - Locally owned by Paul West

Beautifully Crafted Cemetery Monuments
SERVING THE JEWISH COMMUNITY
OF MEMPHIS FOR OVER 20 YEARS

Visit us at WESTMEMORIALS.COM

COLUMBUS MARBLE WORKS
Designers and Builders

HIGHEST QUALITY MONUMENTS AND MARKERS
Associated and Identified with

JEWISH MEMORIALS
For Over 85 years 

in Memphis and the Mid-South area

For more information, call
Phone 1-800-647-1055

Enduring
Memorials

The Scribbler 
On the Roof

By Ted Roberts
The best of 
Ted’s work — 
a collection 
of stories 
designed to 
make you 
laugh and cry.

$10.95
AVAILABLE AT LULU.COM

Jacqueline Halperin Kantor, age 100, 
died on January 23, 2023. Although it is 
difficult to describe someone whom you 
loved your whole life, I will proudly tell 
you about my rather shy mom.

Mom (Jacqueline Halperin Kantor, 
known as Jacque) was born and raised in 
Chicago, Ill. Her family lived on the top 
floor of an apartment building, on South 
Shore Drive, that overlooked Lake Mich-
igan. Her father was typically on the road. 
He was a partner and editor with the en-
tertainment publishing company, Variety, 
managed talent, and was the Midwest 
representative for USO Camp Shows. 
He was also the chairman of the Amuse-
ment Division of the Chicago Commis-
sion on National Defense. His wife, May 
Torgatsch, was a devoted housewife and 
mother. Mom had a younger sister who is 
predeceased, Bernie Mosow.

Mom was partially raised by a nanny 
(Nana) and proudly claimed that she 
was a tomboy. She loved fishing, kill-
ing snakes, and shooting a bow and ar-
row. She always said that her father had 
wanted a son so he raised her, in part, 
the way that he would have raised a son.

Mom attended Ohio State Universi-
ty where she was in a sorority but quit 
school during World War II. On Novem-
ber 17, 1942, she married the love of her 
life, Philip Kantor, at Fort Benning, Ga. 
Having met on a blind date planned by 
a cousin, Mom and Dad shared 75 won-
derful years together.

Following World War II, Mom and Dad 
made their home in Clarksdale, Miss., 
and then Memphis, Tenn. Mom devoted 
her life as an involved and loving moth-
er, grandmother, and great-grandmother. 
She loved family, and they always came 
first. In Clarksdale, she was also very in-
volved with Temple Beth Israel. She had 
several close friends, most of whom also 
moved to Memphis. The entire family, 
for years, vacationed at Sanibel Island, 
Fla., primarily because of Mom’s conta-
gious love of seashells; we all mastered 
the “Sanibel Stoop.” There was nothing 
more important to Mom than being with 

Jacqueline Halperin Kantor 
(Jacque)

OBITUARIES

our family.
When I was a young child, I re-

member that she played golf regularly 
and was on a bowling league that won 
several trophies. For several years, she 
played Maj Jong with friends regularly. 
And as a teen, I realized that she was 
exceptional at crossword puzzles; Mom 
enjoyed them her whole life. She was 
a wonderful home cook and had artis-
tic talent such as painting ceramics. 
She also loved holiday decorations and 
even won home decorating contests! 
Mom was from a generation of social 
etiquette, and made sure that Hal, Judith 
and I knew how to do things that were 
valued and respected many years ago.

Mom and Dad had 3 children: Hal Halp-
erin Kantor, Judith (Roger) Stone, and Lin-
da Goodwin-Parkinson (John); 8 grand-
children: Lori (Brian), Jonathan (Axa), 
Chris (Kim), Eric (Tricia), Hillary (Larry), 
Ginnifer (Josh), Melissa (Nate), Josi (Dan-
iel); and 10 great-grandchildren: Becca, 
Scarlett, Nick, David, Oliver, Hugo, Gra-
ham, Harrison, Callum, and Griffin.

Dad is predeceased (2018). Mom 
leaves her loving family, cherished friend, 
Muriel Forman, and devoted caregivers.

Contact Memorial Park Funeral 
Home and Cemetery for more informa-
tion. In lieu of flowers, please donate 
to a children’s charity of your choice. 
(Written by Linda Goodwin-Parkinson, 
daughter) HW

Tlaib Erects Palestinian Flag 
in Capitol Hill Office, Accuses 
Israel of ‘Apartheid’

(JNS) – Democratic Congresswoman 
Rashida Tlaib last Wednesday doubled 
down on her claim that Israel is an “apart-
heid” state and suggested that Jerusalem 
was trying to eliminate Palestinians.

Tlaib tweeted a picture of herself 
standing next to a Palestinian flag that 
she had placed in her office on Capitol 
Hill in Washington, D.C.

“Palestinians may be banned from 
flying their flag under an apartheid gov-
ernment, but we can still proudly do it 
at my office. I’m proud to be a Palestin-
ian American and I want the Palestinian 
people to know that not all Americans 
support apartheid. No one can erase our 
existence,” wrote Tlaib.

The post was an apparent response to 
Israeli National Security Minister Ita-
mar Ben-Gvir’s crackdown on the cel-
ebration and promotion of terrorism by 
Arab Israelis.

Ben-Gvir earlier this month directed 
police to enforce a ban on the flying of 
Palestinian flags in solidarity with ter-
rorist groups.

“We will fight terrorism and the en-
couragement of terrorism with all our 
might,” he said.

The decision came in the wake of the 
homecoming ceremony in the Arab vil-
lage of ’Ara for Karim Younis, who was 
released from prison after completing 
a 40-year sentence for murder. Younis 
was convicted along with his cousin in 
1983 for killing Israel Defense Forces 
Cpl. Avraham Bromberg.

After Karim was released from jail, he 
visited his mother’s grave, saying, “I am 
prepared to sacrifice another 40 years for 
the freedom of our people. My consola-
tion is that today prisoners are united 

against the barbarity of the occupation.”
The compound where the homecoming 

was held was decorated with P.L.O. flags, 
and Younis himself also carried one.

Despite Tlaib’s claim, flying the 
P.L.O. flag in public is not on its own 
a criminal offense in Israel. However, 
police have the authority to take them 
down if they are displayed in solidarity 
with or sympathy for a terror group, or 
if there is a high probability that leaving 
the flag up will result in a public distur-
bance.

In September, Tlaib stated in an inter-
view with the “Al Jazeera” network that 
she does not see how a two-state solu-
tion to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
can work. She further claimed that Is-
rael has an “apartheid system” and that 
U.S. policies towards it must change.

According to a translation by the Mid-
dle East Media Research Institute, Tlaib 
said she disagrees with the left-wing 
lobby J Street because it “wants a two-
state solution, and I always say that it is 
up to the Israelis and the Palestinians to 
decide what their fate and determination 
is, and they are more moving towards a 
one-state [solution].”

Tlaib in May introduced a resolution 
calling for U.S. recognition of the Pales-
tinian nakba, a term meaning “catastro-
phe” that is typically used by Palestin-
ians to refer to the establishment of the 
State of Israel.

“The nakba is well-documented and 
continues to play out today. We must 
acknowledge that the humanity of Pal-
estinians is being denied when folks re-
fuse to acknowledge the war crimes and 
human-rights violations in apartheid Is-
rael,” she said. HW

MOVING?
PLEASE LET US KNOW BEFORE YOU GO!

901.763.2215
info@hebrewwatchman.com
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Regional Universities and Colleges Awarding Hundreds of 
Thousands of Dollars in Scholarships to Young Artists

In the words of Artist Romero Britto, 
“Art is too important not to share.” The 
Memphis Brooks Museum of Art and 
the Brooks Museum League are now 
well into the sixth decade of a unique 
partnership focused on giving talented 
young artists in our region opportuni-
ties to share their work: The Mid-South 
Scholastic Art Awards.

The Mid-South Scholastic Art Awards 
honor exemplary artworks by regional 
students in grades 7 through 12 by rec-
ognizing their outstanding achievements 
in a competitive annual exhibition and 
providing cash prizes and scholarship 
opportunities. Students in public and 
private schools in Northeast Arkansas, 
West Tennessee, and North Mississip-
pi, as well as students who are homes-
chooled, are eligible to participate.

This year’s exhibition, which opened 
January 20, 2023, features the winning 
artworks by the Mid-South region’s 
public, private, and independently 
schooled youth. The competition gar-
nered 3,018 entries from 1,412 students 
across the Mid-South, to whom judges 
awarded 240 gold keys, 252 silver keys, 
and 545 honorable mentions.

This year, the competition’s panel 
of judges consisted of: Josh Breeden, 
Ivy-Jade Edwards, Paige Ellens, Frank 

Estrada, David Horan, Rose Marr, Lacy 
Mitcham Veteo, Andrea Morales, Gree-
ly Myatt, Dorothy Northern and Kate 
Roberts.

The students will be honored at a spe-
cial award ceremony at the Memphis 
Brooks Museum of Art on Saturday, 
February 11. This event will be open to 
the entering students, their families, and 
their teachers.

“The creativity on display is so in-
spiring and this year’s exhibition should 
make art lovers everywhere very ex-
cited about the future,” says Director 
of Education and Interpretation at the 
Memphis Brooks Museum of Art Kathy 
Dumlao. “This is truly ‘the state cham-
pionship of art,’ so to speak.”

Several regional universities are rec-
ognizing the remarkable talent of the 
competition’s participants with scholar-
ship offers totaling tens of thousands of 
dollars: University of Memphis is offer-
ing eight scholarships at $40,000 a year, 
comprising a total award of $320,000; 
Arkansas State University is awarding 
$2,000; Nashville’s Nossi College of 
Art is offering $4,400 to all seniors who 
won a silver or gold key – approximate-
ly 95 students; and Memphis’ Christian 
Brothers University is offering scholar-
ships ranging from $12,000 to $19,000.

The Brooks Museum League is giv-
ing an additional $12,000 in cash prizes 
and scholarships, thanks to the generos-
ity of its members and variety of local 
donors including artist Derek Fordjour 
– the recipient of a National Scholas-
tic Award for lifetime achievement and 
recent addition to the Memphis Brooks 
Museum of Art Board of Directors.

“It is an honor to work with these re-
markable young artists.” says Memphis  
Brooks Memphis of Art Executive Di-
rector Zoe Kahr.  “We can’t wait to see 
what these outstanding talents achieve 
next in their careers.”

The Mid-South Scholastic Region 
is one of 100 regions throughout the 
United States, and includes Northeast 
Arkansas, West Tennessee, and North 
Mississippi. It is part of the Nation-
al Scholastic Art and Writing Awards, 
hosted by the Alliance for Young Artists 
and Writers, which is currently cele-
brating its 100th anniversary. Previous 
award-winners from the Mid-South 
Scholastic Region include Tommy Kha 
whose “Eye is Another” opened on Jan-
uary 27 at the Memphis Brooks Mu-
seum of Art as well as Nykesha Cole, 
Shelby County Arts Liaison for the Arts. 
Memphis’ art museum holds multiple 
works by former National Gold Medal 

winners Andy Warhol and Red Grooms.
ABOUT THE BROOKS MUSEUM 

LEAGUE. The Brooks Museum League 
is a non-profit volunteer organization 
that has supported the Memphis Brooks 
Museum of Art since 1933. The League 
provides an avenue for volunteers 
to learn more about art and support 
the oldest museum in the state of 
Tennessee. For more information, visit 
brooksmuseumleaguememphis.org.

ABOUT THE MEMPHIS BROOKS 
MUSEUM OF ART. Located at 1934 
Poplar Avenue in historic Overton 
Park, the Brooks is one of the leading 
art museums in the American South. 
Over 9,000 works make up the Brooks 
Museum’s permanent collection 
including ancient works from Greece, 
Rome, and the Ancient Americas; 
Renaissance masterpieces from Italy; 
English portraiture; American painting 
and decorative arts; contemporary 
art; and a survey of African art. In 
2025, the Brooks Museum intends 
to open its new home: a state-of-the-
art, 112,000-square-foot facility on 
the banks of the Memphis riverfront. 
For more information on the current 
programming and future plans for 
Brooks, call 901-544-6200 or visit 
brooksmuseum.org. HW

In The Netherlands, a Majority Do Not Know the Holocaust 
Affected their Country
By David I. Klein

(JTA) – A recent study of the Dutch 
population conducted by the Confer-
ence of Jewish Material Claims Against 
Germany showed an alarming lack of 
education around the Holocaust in the 
Netherlands.

For one, a majority of Dutch respon-
dents, across all age groups, did not cite 
their own country as a place where the 
Holocaust took place, despite the fact 
that the Netherlands was the setting of 
the world’s most widely-read Holocaust 
memoirs – Anne Frank’s “The Diary of 
a Young Girl,” which has been translat-
ed into over 70 languages. About 75% 
of the country’s Jews were killed during 
the Holocaust, one of the highest rates 
in Europe.

The study, for which Schoen Cooper-
man Research surveyed 2,000 people 
across the country of over 17 million, 

also found that a majority of respon-
dents (54%) and a slightly larger share 
of those in the millenial and Gen Z gen-
erations (59%) did not know that the 
number of Jews murdered by the Nazis 
totaled 6 million. Many said the total 
was as little as 2 million or fewer.

“Survey after survey, we continue to 
witness a decline in Holocaust knowl-
edge and awareness. Equally disturbing 
is the trend towards Holocaust denial 
and distortion,” said Gideon Taylor, 
the Claims Conference president, in a 
statement about the study released last 
Wednesday. “To address this trend, we 
must put a greater focus on Holocaust 
education in our schools globally.”

The Netherlands is not in a category 
of its own with such numbers. A study 
published last Tuesday by the American 
Jewish Committee found that a similar 

White Supremacist Nick Fuentes Returns to Twitter with a Spree of 
Antisemitic Comments
By Philissa Cramer

(JTA) – The white supremacist and 
far-right provocateur Nick Fuentes was 
reinstated to Twitter last Tuesday and 
returned to the social media platform 
with a volley of antisemitic posts and 
comments, including praise for Hitler.

Fuentes is a Holocaust denier who 
first gained prominence after participat-
ing in the white supremacist “Unite the 
Right” rally in Charlottesville in 2017 
and was banned from Twitter in July 
2021, amid the platform’s crackdown 
on far-right extremists, particularly 
in the wake of the insurrection at the 
U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. He burst 
back onto the public stage in Novem-
ber, when he and Ye, the artist formerly 
known as Kanye West, had dinner with 
former President Donald Trump short-
ly after Ye embarked on an antisemitic 
spree on social media and in interviews.

Fuentes’ reinstatement comes as Elon 
Musk, who acquired Twitter last year, 
restores the accounts of many people 

who had been banned for advancing far-
right extremist ideas on the platform. A 
coterie of far-right figures, including the 
Jewish Republican Laura Loomer and 
Andrew Anglin, founder of the neo-Na-
zi Daily Stormer website, had publicly 
lobbied for Fuentes’ reinstatement after 
their own accounts were restored.

Fuentes made clear upon his return 
to Twitter last Tuesday that he planned 
to pick up where he left off, posting a 
series of comments reflecting the brand 
of antisemitism that he has continued 
spreading in spaces that have provid-
ed refuge for far-right extremists after 
Twitter and Facebook cracked down on 
them. (Ye, too, returned to Twitter with 
an allusion to his criticism over antisem-
itism.)

Fuentes posted a gif in which the logo 
of Ye’s 2024 presidential bid, which 
he is managing, morphs into a sign 
that says “DEFCON 3,” a reference to 
Ye’s vow to go “death con 3 on Jewish 

people” that prompted his first Twitter 
ban last year. Fuentes then held a Twit-
ter Spaces live chat that 14,000 people 
attended at least part of, during which 
he said he backed Ye’s comments and 
praised Hitler multiple times. He also 
reportedly said that regaining his audi-
ence on Twitter would allow him to “go 
to war” with the Jews.

He subsequently posted a tweet with 
two antisemitic catchphrases along-
side emojis. Both of them – “Globalist 
American Empire” and “Zionist Occu-
pied Government” – are catchphrases 
among white supremacists who believe 
that the U.S. government is controlled 
by Jews.

He then shared a Politico story from 
last Tuesday about how the Republican 
National Committee will vote this week 
on whether to condemn Ye, Fuentes 
and others for promoting antisemitism. 
A resolution drafted by the committee 
characterizes Fuentes as “laughingly 

comparing Jews killed at concentration 
camps to baking cookies in an oven,” 
according to Politico’s report.

Fuentes’ tweets do not appear in Twit-
ter searches, but his account is visible to 
anyone who seeks it out. He has nearly 
150,000 followers on the platform. His 
posts last Tuesday received a mixture of 
critical and supportive replies.

Watchdog groups including the An-
ti-Defamation League have sharply 
criticized Musk for welcoming far-
right extremists on Twitter. The CEO 
has personally responded to comments 
from some of those extremists ques-
tioning why more people are not see-
ing their posts, and last Sunday, the 
company’s new director of product 
management and a trusted Musk ally, 
Ella Crawford, tweeted, “The future 
of humanity depends on our ability to 
ensure that more conversations happen 
between people who disagree with each 
other.” HW

proportion of Americans – 47% com-
pared to 54% in the Netherlands – did 
not know that 6 million Jews were mur-
dered in the Holocaust.

However, researchers also found that 
the percentage of Dutch people who 
thought the Holocaust was a myth or 
greatly exaggerated (12%) was high-
er than in any other nation previously 
surveyed by the Claims Conference, an 
organization that advocates for and dis-
tributes restitution funds to Nazi victims 
and their descendants. Nearly a quarter 
of those in the younger generations be-
lieved it acceptable to hold neo-Nazi 
views.

“One of the more troubling trends we 
continue to see in these surveys is the 
rise in numbers of people who believe 
the Holocaust was a myth or that the 
number of Jews murdered is exagger-

ated,” said Greg Schneider, the Claims 
Conference’s executive vice president.

Despite those findings, a majority of 
Dutch respondents (77%) said that they 
felt that Holocaust education was in-
creasingly necessary in the country.

“While many of the historical facts 
related to the Holocaust in the Nether-
lands are not known, I am encouraged 
by the number of respondents to this 
survey that believe Holocaust education 
is important,” said Emile Schrijver, the 
general director of Amsterdam’s Jewish 
Cultural Quarter and one of the people 
who conducted the survey. “We know 
that we can work together with educa-
tors to ensure the trends we see in Ho-
locaust denial and distortion and the 
rise in antisemitism are countered by a 
robust curriculum of Holocaust educa-
tion.” HW
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Mid-South Scholastic Art
Awards Exhibition

January 20 - February 19

Presented by the Brooks Museum League

Adele Ferguson, 'Pax', 2022 Best Senior Portfolio Award

Open in Overton Park
BrooksMuseum.org
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BBYO Jumps into the Spring Semester

BBYO went to Urban Air, a trampoline park, on Sunday, January 23 to 
start off their spring semester! More than 50 teens enjoyed a fun day 
of jumping and eating pizza together. BBYO welcomed many new 8th 
graders as well. We are excited for a full spring of events and spring 
convention in April!
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