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Memphis Jewish Federation Launches Israel 
at 75 Programming Calendar

Familiarizing Jewish Memphians to 
the land, people and culture of Israel 
is a major priority for Memphis Jewish 
Federation, and anniversaries are a great 
opportunity to do it in a big way. This 
year marks the 75th anniversary of the 
founding of the State of Israel, and to 
mark this significant milestone, Federa-
tion is rolling out a series of programs to 
celebrate Israel at 75.

“I’m excited about the slate of events 
we have, from small niche events to 
huge blow-outs reaching every corner 
of the community, and all so much in 
between,” said Jeri Moskovitz, Federa-
tion’s Israel at 75 Coordinator. “I’m sure 
there will be something to pique the in-
terest of everyone in Jewish Memphis, 
but even more than that, I’m certain that 
the year we have planned will bring Is-
rael closer to Memphis in meaningful 
ways for everyone.”

Israel has been infused into events al-
ready on the community calendar such 
as adding sufganiyot (Israeli-style do-
nuts) at Jewish Foundation of Memphis’ 
Latkes and Vodka event in December 
and serving Israeli cuisine at Federa-
tion’s Women’s Impact Luncheon in 
January.

In the upcoming months there will 

also be events specifically designed to 
highlight Israel. Two of those events are 
scheduled when representatives from Is-
rael’s sister city, Shoham, visit in early 
February. On Feb 7, there is a Continu-
ing Legal Education (CLE)-approved 
event for lawyers and professional 
advisors at Raymond James at 4 p.m. 
with Shoham criminologist Dr. Ronit 
Peled-Laskov. A well-educated and cap-
tivating speaker, Dr. Peled-Laskov will 
present on how Israel deals with the re-
habilitation of criminals, as compared to 
the approach taken in the United States. 
Moderated by U.S. District Court Judge 
Sheryl Lipman, the program is open 
to the entire community. Please RSVP 
your attendance to Carrie Richardson at 
crichardson@jcpmemphis.org.

Also, on February 7 at 7 p.m., all 
Memphis Jewish teens are invited to an 
Israel at 75 birthday party at Beth Sho-
lom Synagogue where Amir Sela from 
Shoham will lead a conversation about 
Israeli pop culture and music. The cel-
ebration will include birthday cake, of 
course. Please RSVP to crichardson@
jcpmemphis.org.

On February 26, the Morris and 
Mollye Fogelman International Film 
Festival at the MJCC will feature the 

Israeli film, “Who are the Marcuses,” 
followed by a discussion with Rabbi 
Abe Schacter-Gampel and Paula Jacob-
son. The film delves into the lives of 
Holocaust refugees Lottie and Howard 
Marcus, who in 2016 left Ben-Gurion 
University of the Negev over a half bil-
lion dollars, the largest single charitable 
donation to the State of Israel in its his-
tory. The gift begged the questions: who 
are the Marcuses and where did they 
come up with this money? This docu-
mentary answers both those questions 
and examines the impact this gift has 
had on Israel’s vital water technology.

The community is in for a treat when 
on March 23, our own Alan Harkavy 
returns to Memphis for a “Conversa-
tion with Alan Harkavy: His Journey 
from Memphis to Israel.” Moderated by 
Karen and Jody Franklin, who have per-
sonally experienced touring Israel with 
Alan, the evening will include Israeli 
wine, stories and pictures.

The spring will bring additional events 
to celebrate our beloved Israel including 
a PJ Library birthday party, Israel at 75 
Shabbat at the congregations, and a Lag 
B’Omer field day collaboration between 
the local Jewish Day Schools.

Jeri suggests you go ahead and mark 

your calendars for the adult commu-
nity-wide celebration of Israel’s 75th 
Birthday on May 18. “The goal of the 
night, in the spirit of the vastly success-
ful ‘Taste of Israel,’ will be to transform 
Memphis Botanic Garden to make you 
feel as if you have traveled to Israel 
without having to board a plane! Attend-
ees will “travel” to different areas of the 
venue and visit different sites, sounds, 
textures and flavors of Israel, whether it 
be music, food, wine, and even a shuk,” 
Jeri explained.

“Jeri and all the committees she is 
working with have planned a fabulous 
calendar of programs with something 
for everyone to celebrate this historic 
milestone in Jewish history,” said Fed-
eration Executive Vice President Bluma 
Zuckerbrot-Finkelstein.

For more information on any of these 
events, please contact jmoskovitz@
jcpmemphis.org. HW

In Tel Aviv, 80,000 Israelis Protest Netanyahu Government’s 
Plan to Weaken Supreme Court

Thousands of Israelis protest against the current Israeli government in Tel 
Aviv’s Habima Square, Jan. 14, 2023. Credit: Yonatan Sindel/Flash90

By Gabe Friedman
(JTA) – Tens of thousands of Israelis 

gathered in Tel Aviv’s Habima Square 
last Saturday to protest their new gov-
ernment’s plans to significantly de-
crease the power of the country’s Su-
preme Court.

Authorities reported that as many as 
80,000 protesters braved a rainstorm 
in Tel Aviv, while smaller protests took 
place in other cities across the country, 
including outside of the president’s resi-
dence in Jerusalem.

In their first weeks in the Knesset, 

or parliament, members of Israel’s far-
right governing coalition have already 
advanced pieces of legislation that 
would allow a majority of lawmakers 
to override Supreme Court decisions. 
Supporters say the proposals amount 
to an overdue check on a Court that has 
drifted leftward over time and struck 
down too many proposals from the 
Knesset’s conservative and right-wing 
flanks. Critics are calling the proposed 

(See Tel Aviv Page 3)
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Rabbi Devlin will share his story at 
Chabad TGIS Dinner.

Chabad of Memphis is pleased to an-
nounce an upcoming weekend of inspi-
ration Feb. 3 and 4 with scholar-in-res-
idence Rabbi Matisyahu Devlin. Rabbi 
Devlin will present his riveting life story 
on Friday evening at the TGIS Dinner 
at Chabad.

He will speak again on Saturday af-
ternoon at the Kiddush Lunch address-
ing timely themes and making Judaism 
practical.

Rabbi Devlin resides with his wife 

and children in Miami. He is a veteran 
educator and a seasoned international 
speaker.

Originally hailing from south central 
Pennsylvania, Rabbi Matisyahu Devlin 
was raised as a devout Catholic. The son 
of a Catholic father and Jewish mother, 
Rabbi Devlin attended Catholic school 
and mass on Sundays with his 10 broth-
ers and sisters. Judaism at home was 
scant, so their identity rested firmly on 
their Catholic heritage and upbringing. 
Rabbi Devlin himself was very active in 
his parish as an altar boy, choir member, 
and lector.

At the tender age of 18, after getting 
into trouble at school and with the law, 
Rabbi Devlin found himself in New 
York City attempting a fresh start. A 
fateful midnight meeting with a strang-
er in a Manhattan coffee shop would 
change his life forever.

All are welcome to join us for the 
TGIS Dinner on Friday, Feb. 3 at Chabad 
for the rest of the story. Limited seating 
is available so reserve your spot for the 
dinner at your earliest convenience, res-
ervations need to be made by Wednes-
day, Feb. 1 at www.JewishMemphis.
com/TGIS or by calling Chabad at 901-
754-0404. HW

Another  Successful Wendy 
and Avron B. Fogelman 
Jewish Family Service Annual 
Food Drive

Members of Bornblum Jewish Community School’s Kindergarten class 
collected and donated items to the Peggy E. & L.R. Jalenak, Jr. Kosher 
Food Pantry drive.

Dear Community Members,
In November, Wendy and Avron 

B. Fogelman Jewish Family Service 
kicked off our annual Thanksgiving to 

New Year’s food drive for the Peggy 
E. & L.R. Jalenak, Jr. Kosher Food and 
Baby Pantry. I want to thank you all for 
your very generous donations! In just 
40 days, Fogelman JFS received 1,987 
items.

It is because of this type of generosity 
that we are able to serve those individu-
als in need of assistance. Each week we 
have the privilege of providing pantry 
bags with shelf stable food for our cli-
ents. In 2022, Fogelman JFS distribut-
ed over 2,000 pantry bags. We are only 

able to provide this service due to dona-
tions like yours!

Thank you for partnering with Fogel-
man JFS to meet the needs of so many. 
If you, or someone you know, would 
benefit from the Peggy E. & L.R. Ja-
lenak, Jr. Kosher Food and Baby Pantry 
please never hesitate to reach out. We 
are here to help and only a phone call 
away, 901-767-8511.

Sincerely,
Rashki Osina, LCSW, Fogelman JFS 

Director of Social Services HW
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Herzog Discusses Deepening 
Relations with U.S. in 
Meeting with Sullivan

(JNS) – Israeli President Isaac Her-
zog hosted U.S. National Security Ad-
visor Jake Sullivan in Jerusalem last 
Wednesday evening to discuss bilateral 
relations and efforts to deepen the part-
nership between the countries.

The two men held an expanded meet-
ing along with their respective teams 
and then spoke privately.

“We welcome the national security 
advisor of the United States, Jake Sul-
livan, a great friend of Israel and a big 
expert on world affairs and security and 
Middle Eastern affairs. You are coming 
at the right time, as we meet so many 
challenges together. I welcome you 
wholeheartedly to our country,” said 
Herzog.

Sullivan extended regards on be-
half of U.S. President Joe Biden, who 
“remembers fondly [Herzog’s] visit to 
the Oval [Office] and looks forward to 
welcoming [him] back soon, and also 
to coming back to Israel after his very 
successful trip last year.”

Herzog met with Biden at the White 
House in October, describing his invita-
tion to Washington as “an expression of 
true friendship.”

“You are a true friend of Israel, Mr. 
President. The United States is our clos-
est and strongest historical ally,” Herzog 
told Biden in remarks to the press ahead 
of their tête-à-tête.

During Biden’s visit to the Jewish 
state in July, Herzog presented him with 
Israel’s Presidential Medal of Honor.

Sullivan said last week that the Irani-
an nuclear threat would be a “substantial 

topic of conversation” during his visit.
“We’ll have the opportunity to engage 

deeply with the new Israeli government 
on the threat posed by Iran. And I think 
we share the same fundamental objec-
tives. And we will work through any 
differences we have on tactics, the same 
way that we have over the course of the 
past two years,” he said.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken said last Tuesday that Tehran 
had “killed” the opportunity to quickly 
revive the 2015 nuclear deal, formally 
known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action (JCPOA).

“With regard to the JCPOA, the Irani-
ans killed the opportunity to come back 
to that agreement swiftly many months 
ago. There was an opportunity on the 
table that they rejected, an opportuni-
ty that was approved by all who were 
involved – the Europeans, the United 
States, Russia and China even at the 
time. And so, the JCPOA has not been 
on the agenda as a practical matter for 
many months now. It’s not our focus,” 
said Blinken.

He added that the Islamic Republic 
was making “very significant” progress 
on its nuclear program.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu, who is scheduled to meet with 
Sullivan, met last Wednesday with a vis-
iting bipartisan U.S. Senate delegation 
and presented evidence regarding the 
Iranian threat and how it can be com-
bated by fielding a credible military op-
tion and using economic and diplomatic 
pressure. HW

Tel Aviv...
(Continued From Page 1)

changes a blow to Israel’s record as a 
full-fledged democracy.

“I feel like we are living in the begin-
nings of a dystopian state,” one Tel Aviv 
resident at the protest told ‘The Times of 
Israel.’ “I am seeing the end of democ-
racy and I feel personally threatened.”

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu, who partnered with controversial 
far-right figures such as National Secu-
rity Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir to form 
his ruling coalition, supports the pro-
posed legislation. He has for years been 
dogged by multiple corruption cases 
and in 2019 became the first sitting Is-
raeli prime minister to be indicted.

Chief Justice Esther Hayut called the 
proposed laws “an unbridled attack on 
the judicial system” this week.

The swelling protest movement that 
culminated in the rallies has been driv-
en by left-wing activists, according to 
reports, but centrist figures – including 
former Defense Minister Benny Gantz, 
who previously sat in a coalition with 
Netanyahu – also called for mass pro-
tests last week and made appearances 
last Saturday to show their support.

“If you continue the way you are go-
ing, the responsibility for the civil war 
brewing in Israeli society will be on 
you,” Gantz said in a televised interview 
earlier last week.

The rhetoric on both sides intensified 
as Ben-Gvir ordered police to use wa-
ter cannons to disperse protesters and 
banned the display of Palestinian flags 
at protests, equating them to terrorist 
symbols. Zvika Fogel, a member of 
Ben-Gvir’s party, said that Gantz, previ-
ous Prime Minister Yair Lapid and two 
other centrist opposition leaders “should 
be arrested and put in handcuffs” for en-
couraging the protests. HW

Baron Hirsch 
Synagogue 
Kol Rena So-
Shuls January 
Luncheon 
Welcomes the 
Arrival of 2023

The January 3, 2023, Baron Hirsch 
So-Shuls Luncheon was a good time for 
all who attended. 

In honor of Elvis Presley’s January 
birthdate, singer Michael Dougherty 
performed many beloved Elvis songs, 
as well as other golden oldie favorites. 
He also invited audience members to 
tell their own Elvis remembrances, and 
many luncheon attendees were happy 
to share their precious memories with 
the crowd. Many thanks to Creative 
Aging for arranging for Mr. Dougherty 
to perform and share his talents at the 
luncheon.

In addition to great music and per-
sonal stories, the luncheon crowd of 
more than 50 people enjoyed delicious 
spaghetti and homemade meatballs, sal-
ad, and garlic bread. The pineapple and 
cherry “dump cake” was a sweet way to 
end the meal, before the Bingo games 
began.

It was also Zak Shayne’s first day as 
the new Baron Hirsch kitchen manag-
er. Luckily, Mr. Shayne arrived from 
Seattle, Washington, ready to roll up 
his sleeves and join several luncheon 
volunteers, as the group made dozens 
of meatballs, spaghetti, garlic toast and 
cake for the pleasure of all who attend-
ed. He even substituted as the Bingo 
caller, while Alvin Steinberg was enjoy-
ing a vacation with his wife, Emily.

It was a great way to celebrate the ar-
rival of the new year, 2023!

The next Baron Hirsch So-Shuls lun-
cheon will be at noon on Wednesday, 
February 1, 2023.

Davy Ray Bennett, a classically 
trained singer and songwriter, will be 
the featured entertainer, provided by 
Creative Aging. Mr. Bennett’s musi-
cal skills range from jazz and blues to 
country and rock ‘n’ roll, so his talent is 
certain to please most any music lover.

The luncheon menu will be baked 
chicken, peas and carrots, roasted po-
tatoes, and mixed fruit for dessert. And 
of course, Bingo will complete the day’s 
events.

The $3 per person cost includes the 
luncheon, the entertainment, and the 
Bingo game. The fun, friends, and com-
panionship are free!

If you are 64+ years old and want to 
join us, please make your reservation by 
calling 901-683-7485 or email Gwen@
BARONHIRSCH.org by Friday, January 
28, 2023. We hope to see you there! HW
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(New York Jewish Week) – A Brook-
lyn-based Orthodox activist wants her 
community to be the last one targeted by 
a possible serial flasher who crashed an 
online chat she was leading last week.

Adina Miles-Sash, who is known to 
her 61,000 followers as Flatbush Girl, 
also says her community’s reaction to 
the flashing incident underscores the 
changes needed if women are to feel re-
spected and secure.

In the past, Miles-Sash has battled for 
women’s representation in Orthodox 
media, where their faces are frequently 
blurred or omitted; advocated for Ortho-
dox victims of sexual assault, and joined 
an Orthodox women’s ambulance corps 
that fought for its right to operate. So af-
ter a man exposed himself to more than 
3,000 viewers on an Instagram chat she 
was hosting with Shifra, a support group 
for Jewish women with unplanned preg-
nancies, she knew just how to spring 
into action.

She gathered information about other 
online sessions that had been infiltrated 
by a flasher in an apparently identical 
space and pose – even finding one fea-
turing “Bachelor” contestant Chelsea 
Vaughn. She contacted both the NYPD 
and FBI, concerned that the presence of 
minors among the viewers elevated the 
disturbance into a more significant crime.

She even floated hiring a forensic an-
alyst to try to piece together other clues 
from the limited view captured on tape 
– though she moved away from the 
idea after posting that it would require a 
$15,000 retainer just to subpoena Insta-
gram to find the flasher’s IP address and 
when the majority of her followers said 
they would not donate to cover the costs.

Last Tuesday night, she revealed a 
breakthrough: screenshots from a third 
event interrupted by what appeared to 
be the same man. This time, the host 
was Daryl-Ann Denner, a Christian in-
fluencer in Southern California with 1.3 
million Instagram followers.

“I’m assembling soooo much evi-
dence you have no idea,” Miles-Sash 

told someone who messaged her with 
praise about her detective work, accord-
ing to a screenshot she shared.

For Miles-Sash, the incident and its 
aftermath suggest both the strength and 
the challenges of the tight-knit online 
Orthodox community.

“I just really hope we can crack this 
case as a COMMUNITY cause he has 
done this to NUMEROUS other groups 
but he messed with the wrong crowd!!!” 
she messaged the fan.

But she also has been vocal about how 
the reaction to the initial interruption 
from some quarters of Orthodox social 
media had disappointed her. A handful 
of commenters blamed her for the inter-
ruption, citing what they said were her 
transgressions of mainstream Orthodox 
norms, and some even suggested that 
she had fabricated the incident to draw 
attention to her favored issues.

“Sorry, but u had this coming,” said 
one message that Miles-Sash shared 
with her followers. (Miles-Sash did 
not post the names of the accounts that 
sent the messages she shared.) “U knew 
eventually things like this would pop 
up. Esp the fact that you talk about sex 
and bisexuals on ur platform.”

“You definitely set that up on purpose 
to try and make men look bad,” read 
another direct message that Miles-Sash 
received, sent from an account whose 
profile picture showed a man praying at 
the Western Wall in Jerusalem. “We’ll 
expose you for exposing the young and 
innocent to such horrible acts.”

Miles-Sash and her allies also said 
they expected more denunciation of the 
incident from rabbinic figures and other 
Orthodox leaders.

“Here’s a presumably Orthodox guy 
who’s literally naked and swinging him-
self in front of a camera,” said Shosha-
na Keats-Jaskoll, an American-Israeli 
activist on Orthodox women’s issues. 
“And instead of the Orthodox world 
screaming that is not OK, they’re ac-
tually accusing Adina of having set the 
whole thing up.”

Miles-Sash reserved particular scorn 

for Laibel Weiner, the host of the Or-
thodox comedy podcast MisLaibeled, 
who joked about the size of the man’s 
“shlong” on his Instagram page the day 
after the event. Many comments on that 
post condemned Weiner’s comments, 
including YeahThat’sKosher, a popular 
food blog in the Orthodox community.

“There is nothing humorous about 
this,” the comment said. “Get your pri-
orities in check.”

Weiner said later in the week that he 
continued to find the whole situation hu-
morous – but that he also valued Miles-
Sash’s advocacy.

“There are times in life where jokes 
surrounding bad things that occur can 
be funny. I think this is one of those sit-
uations,” Weiner said. “That’s my per-
sonal opinion. I appreciate that Flatbush 
Girl has been able to use her platform to 
bring attention and awareness to import-
ant issues in our community. It doesn’t 
matter what her opinion is on a particu-
lar matter, I am glad she has the oppor-
tunity to share what she feels is right.”

Many of Miles-Sash’s followers ex-
pressed support all along, and particu-
larly after she criticized the response 
from within Orthodoxy, some produced 
videos denouncing attacks on women, 
which she shared.

“Please know that you are in the eyes 
of so many women a true warrior,” 
wrote Melissa Chapman, an Instagram 
influencer with over 100,000 followers. 
Using a Hebrew name for God, she add-
ed, “May Hashem continue to give you 
the strength and fortitude to continue 
doing the life changing work you are so 
committed to doing.”

Whether the flasher targeted an Or-
thodox women’s event in particular and 
whether the flasher has any connection 
to the community is unclear. He used 
the name of a friend of Miles-Sash to 
enter the Instagram chat – but he had 
done the same thing in previous inter-
ruptions, she said. Nothing in the lim-
ited view of the man’s room indicated a 
Jewish identity.

To some, the incident was a reminder 
of lessons learned during the pandem-
ic’s pivot to online events: Be wary of 
Zoombombing, as it takes only a single 
bad actor to derail thousands of people’s 
experience.

“I tried to kick him off the screen as 
fast as I could, but even within that full 
five or six seconds, a lot of damage was 
done,” Miles-Sash said.

Others are left reflecting on the po-
tential of the Instagram pulpit, which 
Orthodox women have wielded to fight 
racism and antisemitism, share medical 
information and build businesses.

“These women have more followers 
than any rebbe,” Keats-Jaskoll said. 
“If Jewish leadership was smart, they 
would harness the power, passion and 
potential of Jewish women to improve 
the community.” HW

A Serial Flasher Crashed a Live Chat with 
Orthodox Women. Now its Influencer 
Organizer is Sleuthing Him Out.
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Responsible adult available to stay with your dogs 
while you are away.  I love dogs!

Contact Rick Danzig: 901-337-6009

FOR RENT
AUDUBON SQUARE CONDOMINIUMS

2 Bd. 2 Ba. Ground Floor, Totally Remodeled
$1850 per month

Includes covered parking, pool and tennis courts
contact belklazmer@gmail.com or 901.734.7372

By Jacob Henry

Washington 
Trusts 
Netanyahu 
and Wants to 
Work with His 
Government, 
Says U.S. 
Ambassador

(JNS) – U.S. Ambassador to Israel 
Tom Nides stated last Wednesday that 
he has faith in Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu and plans to work 
with his government.

“At the end of the day, we want to 
work with this democratically elected 
government. As Netanyahu said many 
times, he is very much in charge, and he 
has his hands on the wheel, and we will 
work with him to make sure that we keep 
that car on the road,” Nides told “Ynet.”

The United States still wants to “keep 
the vision of a two-state solution alive, 
which means we focus on taking care of 
the Palestinian people without compro-
mising the security of Israel,” said Nides.

“Our position is very clear, we don’t 
support legalizing any outposts or set-
tlement growth, which will cause us to 
lose the two-state solution,” he said. 
“We have been very clear. We want to 
keep things calm; that’s our goal, we got 
Israel’s back, and we will work with this 
government to make sure that occurs,” 
he added.

Regarding a possible normalization 
agreement between Israel and Saudi 
Arabia, Nides replied that it was possi-
ble, but difficult.

“There is nothing that would make us 
happier, if, at some point, Saudi Arabia 
will normalize ties with Israel. It would 
be great for both countries and the secu-
rity in the region,” he told “Ynet.”

“I don’t think we’re there yet. Obvi-
ously, it’s a priority, and we will work 
to achieve that goal, but I’m under no 
illusion; this is complicated, and this is 
hard, but we will work collectively to 
achieve this in the future,” he said.

Nides also revealed that he has yet 
to speak with Israeli National Security 
Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir.

“I’m sure I’ll speak with him. I don’t 
boycott anybody; at some point, I’ll end 
up speaking with every member of the 
government,” he stated. HW

U.S. Ambassador to Israel Thomas 
Nides. 
Credit: Avshalom Sassoni/Flash90.
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Hitler is Alive and in Hiding in Final Season of “Hunters,” 
Amazon’s Series about Jews Killing Nazis

Watch Them Thrive with In-Home Care
The specially trained caregivers at Comfort Keepers pro-
vide meaningful, in-home care so seniors can live inde-
pendently. From providing companionship to caring for 
those with dementia, we’re here to help your loved one 
thrive and give you peace of mind.

In-Home
Care Services

• Personal care
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   housekeeping

• Dementia and 
   Alzheimer’s care

• Respite care

• Safety solutions

901-207-8209
Home + Life + Care | ComfortKeepers.com

Comfort Keepers of the Mid-South, 5668 S Rex Rd #200, Memphis, Tennessee 38119

© 2022 CK Franchising, Inc. An international network where most offices are independently owned and operated.

By Andrew Lapin

CULTURE

Logan Lerman and Jerrika Hinton in the second season of Amazon’s 
“Hunters.” Credit: Courtesy of Prime Video

Spoilers for the first and second sea-
sons of “Hunters” follow.

(JTA) – When Amazon Prime re-
leased the first season of “Hunters” in 
2020, it advertised its Nazi-hunting TV 
show as “Inspired By True Events.”

That was true only in the loosest pos-
sible sense of the term. Starring Al Paci-
no and Logan Lerman and produced by 
Jordan Peele, “Hunters” told a bloody, 
souped-up, almost entirely embellished 
story of a Jewish-led team of multira-
cial Nazi hunters in the 1970s trying to 
stop a “Fourth Reich” from rising in the 
United States.

The show was immediately contro-
versial: Series creator David Weil, the 
grandson of Holocaust survivors, had 
to defend his show from the Auschwitz 
Memorial, which harshly criticized 
“Hunters” for – among other scenes – 
depicting a human chess game at Aus-
chwitz that never took place.

Despite all that, “Hunters” still had 
some basis in reality. There were, in 
fact, a handful of Jewish Nazi hunt-
ers active across the Americas at that 
time, most famously Simon Wiesenthal 
(played in the series by Judd Hirsch), 
who did succeed in bringing several 
prominent Nazis to justice.Three years 
later, “Hunters” has, similarly, used the 
historical record as a mere suggestion 
for its second and final season, which 
debuted last Friday and tells an outra-
geous story about hunting Hitler him-
self. Here’s how viewers can separate 
fact from fiction in season 2.

Hitler in Argentina
The end of the first season hinted that 

things were about to go seriously off the 
rails, as the “real” Hitler and Eva Braun 
were revealed to be happily alive and 
hiding out in Argentina – seemingly val-
idating decades’ worth of baseless con-
spiracy theories about the Nazi leader’s 
supposed escape from his Berlin bunker 
in 1945. (Also throwing things for a 
loop: the reveal that Pacino’s character, 
who had presented himself as the hero’s 
Holocaust-survivor grandfather, was se-
cretly the Nazi “butcher” they had been 
hunting in disguise, and the man they 
killed after a season-long hunt was the 
real survivor.)

In the second season, the disbanded 
Hunters reunite in 1979 to follow Hit-
ler’s trail to Argentina, where many re-
al-life Nazis did hide out. Meanwhile, 
in flashbacks to 1975, Pacino’s Nazi 
“butcher” works furiously to cover his 
tracks as he poses as a successful Jewish 
businessman and philanthropist in the 
United States.

Hitler-survival conspiracy theories 
seem to, well, keep surviving. In the 
decades since the war’s end, many con-

spiracy theories regarding Hitler’s fate 
have proliferated, and a good number of 
them coalesce around the unsupported 
claim that he, like other top Nazi com-
manders, was ferreted out of Germany 
and into South America via a secret un-
derground network. “Hunting Hitler,” a 
recent top-rated History Channel docu-
series, milked three seasons out of the 
idea.

But of course, there were Nazis who 
successfully escaped persecution at 
Nuremberg by fleeing to South Ameri-
ca, and “Hunters” crafts its Hitler nar-
rative on the scaffolding of their re-
al-life stories. The most infamous case 
involved death camp commander Adolf 
Eichmann, who hid in Argentina until 
Mossad agents uncovered his location 
and kidnapped him in 1960’s Operation 
Finale to stand trial in Jerusalem.

The Kreisky-Peter-Wiesenthal Affair
In the universe of the show, the fake 

Meyer played by Pacino is friends with 
Wiesenthal, a seasoned Nazi hunter. 
When the two meet in 1975 in an ear-
ly episode of the second season, Meyer 
congratulates Wiesenthal on his recent 
success in Austria.

This is a reference to a real-life 1975 
political scandal, in which Wiesenthal 
and a team of researchers revealed the 
past Nazi activities of Austrian politico 
Friedrich Peter as the country’s Jewish 
chancellor, Bruno Kriesky, prepared to 
offer Peter’s right-wing party a role in 

his ruling coalition.
Wiesenthal’s actions led to a fall-

ing-out between him and Kriesky, who 
variously called him a “Jewish fascist” 
and a member of the Gestapo. But the 
Nazi hunters declared victory over hav-
ing rooted out the S.S. past of a prom-
inent postwar politician. (Peter’s party 
never joined the coalition.)

‘Reclaiming’ Jewish-owned busi-
nesses in Europe

In an early scene of the second sea-
son, one of the disguised hunters walks 
into an Austrian candy shop in 1979 and 
innocently inquires how long the shop-
keeper has owned it. The store has been 
in his family for generations, comes the 
reply.

But, the hunter muses, there is a 
strange indentation on the doorpost – 
almost like a mezuzah. Could the shop 
have, in fact, been Jewish-owned before 
the Nazis came to power?

It turns out the hunter is right, and the 
shopkeeper will pay dearly for his de-
nials. Again, the general arc of this nar-
rative starts with real history, as there 
are countless examples of Nazis having 
seized Jewish-owned properties and 

businesses and destroyed the records of 
Jewish ownership, making it nearly im-
possible for surviving Jews after the war 
to reclaim their properties.

Author Menachem Kaiser recently 
explored how Nazi property seizures al-
tered his own family history in the non-
fiction book “Plunder,” which won the 
Sami Rohr prize for Jewish literature.

Frank Sinatra’s Jewish activism
As part of Al Pacino’s character’s dis-

guise as a Holocaust survivor in postwar 
America, he becomes an active philan-
thropist to Jewish causes. At one point, 
he can’t help but brag that he convinced 
Frank Sinatra to make a hefty donation.

In fact, the famous crooner, despite 
not being Jewish himself, was a vocal 
and documented supporter of Jewish 
causes. He was presented with awards 
from Hebrew schools; visited Israel 
many times and helped build a youth 
center in Nazareth; owned a $10,000 
yarmulke; and even gave his son, Frank 
Sinatra Jr., the Jewish middle name of 
Emmanuel. After Sinatra’s death, to 
avoid paparazzi, his body was hidden in 
a Los Angeles Jewish funeral home for 
decades. HW
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Temple Israel Girl Scouts to 
Bring Smiles to Fogelman JFS 
Special Needs Adults

The Brownies and Juniors of the Tem-
ple Israel sponsored Girl Scout Troop 
13142 have been busy earning their Girl 
Scout Way badge this winter. The girls 
had to plan and carry out a project that 
focused on a way to make their commu-
nity better. They decided to make goodie 
bags for Special Needs adults served by 
Wendy and Avron B. Fogelman Jewish 
Family Service (FJFS). The girls decorat-
ed the bags with bright and cheerful draw-
ings and then filled each one with items 
like cozy socks, crossword puzzle books, 
pens, travel toiletries, and hand sanitizer.

“The girls had a great time working 
together to make the goodie bags,” said 
troop leader Jennifer Arbeit. “This was 
a wonderful opportunity for the girls to 
help others in the community and see how 
acts of kindness can make a difference.”

Fogelman JFS Inclusion and Diverse 
Abilities programs offer a variety of ser-
vices to those living with developmental 
and acquired disabilities and their care-

givers. Fogelman JFS has a longstand-
ing social group that is designed to en-
hance independence and quality of life 
through activities including art, yoga 
class with Colleen, movies, bowling, 
professional sporting events, and others.

Fogelman Jewish Family Service 
also provides professional, affordable, 
and compassionate case management 
services to families with children of 
all ages. Fogelman JFS social workers 
work with families to feel empowered, 
maximize the quality of life, and help 
children reach their full potential.

The Temple Israel sponsored Girl 
Scout troop began last year and is open 
to all girls regardless of synagogue affil-
iation. Currently, there are Daisies (Kin-
dergarten-1st grade), Brownies (2nd and 
3rd grades), and Juniors (4th and 5th 
grades) enrolled in the program – and 
more are welcome! For more informa-
tion, contact Edie Efron at edie.efron@
me.com. HW

Jewish Democrat Josh Shapiro 
Sworn in as Pennsylvania Governor

(JNS) – Jewish Democrat Josh Sha-
piro was sworn in last Tuesday as the 
48th governor of Pennsylvania, taking 
the oath of office on a stack of three He-
brew Bibles.

The first was a family Bible; the second 
was provided by the Tree of Life Syna-
gogue in Pittsburgh, where a gunman 
killed 11 worshippers in 2018 in the dead-

liest antisemitic attack in U.S. history; and 
the third was carried by Herman Hersh-
man of Philadelphia on D-Day in 1944, 
according to the “Associated Press.”

Shapiro, who previously served as the 
state’s attorney general, won the No-
vember gubernatorial race against Re-
publican opponent State Senator Doug 
Mastriano.

Shapiro last Tuesday described Penn-
sylvania as “a place where we believe in 
opportunity, a place where we believe in 
real freedom.”

He continued: “Now is the time to join 
together behind the unifying strength of 
three simple truths that have sustained 
our nation over the past two-and-a-half 
centuries: that above all else, beyond 
any momentary political differences, 
we value our freedom, we cherish our 
democracy, and we love this country.”

The inauguration included a sold-
out concert with performances by rap-
pers Wiz Khalifa and Meek Mill, sing-
er-songwriter Smokey Robinson and 
rock group Mt. Joy.

Pennsylvania is the fifth-most pop-
ulous state in the United States, and a 
major battleground in presidential elec-
tions. HW

Attorney General of Pennsylvania 
Josh Shapiro, Jan. 15, 2019. 
Credit: Wikimedia Commons.
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This Behind-the-Scenes Look at Disney’s New Anne 
Frank TV Show is Incredible

Credit: National Geographic for Disney/Dusan Martincek
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By Lior Zaltzman
This originally appeared on Alma.

com and is reprinted with permission.
A new National Geographic limited 

series, “A Small Light,” is coming out 
this year, and it will explore the story of 
Anne Frank through the eyes of Miep 
Gies, Otto Frank’s secretary.

Gies, who died in 2010, was in her 
early 20s when she started working 
for Frank. Along with her husband and 
some of Frank’s other employees, she 
helped hide the Jewish Frank family, 
van Pels family and Dr. Fritz Pfeffer in 
the Secret Annex above his office be-
tween the summer of 1942 and 1944. 
She was the one who kept Anne Frank’s 
diary safe after the families were cap-
tured by the Nazis.

We already got the first glimpse of the 
show earlier this month, which showed 
the families celebrating Hanukkah in 
hiding. But this weekend, National Geo-
graphic released a mesmerizing behind-
the-scenes look of this star-studded 
show – in which Bel Powley plays Gies 
and Liev Schreiber plays Otto Frank.

In the video, you can hear the show’s 
creators – the director of the show’s first 
three episodes, Susanna Fogel, and the 
show’s executive producers and creators 
Joan Rater and Tony Phelan, as well as 
the show’s stars, talk about the chal-
lenges of retelling this iconic, often-told 
story, and why it still feels so pertinent 
in 2023.

“It just felt like the right story at the 
right time,” Schreiber, who spent Pass-
over in Ukraine helping feed refugees, 
says in the video, adding that it’s “a sto-
ry that speaks so profoundly about com-
passion.”

The video includes the scene in which 
Otto asks Gies to help hide him and his 
family. “You need to take your time to 
think it through,” Liev as Otto tells her.

“No I don’t,” Miep replies emphati-
cally, asking straight away what it is she 
needs to do.

We see Miep’s life – full of music and 
dance, young love and youthful adven-
tures – juxtaposed with this life-endan-
gering, huge undertaking. As Powley 

says, the show balances this big histor-
ical moment with the personal. “Miep’s 
marriage problems weren’t going to 
wait until the war was over; experi-
encing growing from a girl to woman 
wasn’t going to wait until the war was 
over,” she explains.

The glimpses of the show feel so fresh 
and human – and full of cheeky humor, 
thanks to Powley’s Miep and Billie 
Boulet’s wonderfully sassy Anne.

We also get to see the terrors of Na-
zi-occupied Amsterdam – the drama 
and fear, violence and suspense, soldiers 
filling the streets, Nazi banners hung on 
buildings, signs of “Jews forbidden” 
and wire fences.

The show was shot in Paris, Prague 
and Amsterdam in the summer of 2022. 
Shooting around the Frank apartment 
helped the cast and team behind the 
show think about – and honor – the peo-
ple whose stories they were trying to 
tell.

“Anne’s story is still relevant today 
because racism and antisemitism is still 
happening in this world. Different for-

mats but it’s still happening,” Boullet 
says in the video.

According to Fogel, the show’s mis-
sion is to make people look at the world 
differently. As Phelan explains, “Miep’s 
message was always: I am not special, 
you can do this as well, everybody has 
this in them to do something like this, 
to make a difference in someone’s life.”

“This is not the Anne Frank story you 
were taught in elementary school,” Sch-
reiber said at an event last week. “For 
me, it gives you a broader perspective 
on what it is to be Jewish.”

There’s no release date yet for the 
eight episodes of “A Small Light,” but 
the limited series will find its way to 
Disney+ sometime this spring.

In the meantime, if you want more of 
Miep’s story, you can read her memoir 
“Anne Frank Remembered: The Sto-
ry of the Woman Who Helped to Hide 
the Frank Family,“ or, if you want to 
introduce her to your children ahead 
of the show, try “Behind the Bookcase: 
Miep Gies, Anne Frank, and the Hiding 
Place.” HW
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New Life for Your Old Insurance Policy
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Life insurance can serve many valuable purposes. However, later in life – when 
your children have grown, you’ve retired, or you’ve paid off your mortgage – you 
may no longer think you need to keep your coverage, or perhaps your coverage has 
become too expensive. You might be tempted to abandon the policy or surrender 
your life insurance coverage, but there are other alternatives to consider.

Term vs. Perm
If you have term life insurance, you generally will receive nothing if you surrender 

the policy or let it lapse by not paying the premiums. However, depending on your age, 
your health status, and the time left in the term, you may be able to extend the coverage 
or convert the policy to a permanent policy. The rules for extension and conversion vary 
by policy and company.

On the other hand, if you own permanent life insurance, the policy may have a cash 
surrender value (CSV), which you can receive upon surrendering the insurance. If you 
surrender your cash-value life insurance policy, any gain resulting from the surrender 
(generally, the excess of your CSV over the cumulative amount of premium paid) will 
be subject to federal and possibly state income tax. Also, surrendering your policy pre-
maturely may result in surrender charges, which can reduce your CSV.

Exchange the Old Policy
Another option is to exchange your existing permanent life insurance policy for either 

a new life insurance policy or another type of insurance product. Under the federal tax 
code, this is known as an IRC Section 1035 exchange.

The exchange must be made directly between the insurance company that issued the 
old policy and the company issuing the new policy or contract. The rules governing 
1035 exchanges are complex, and you may incur surrender charges from your current 
life insurance policy. In addition, you may be subject to new sales, mortality, expense, 
and surrender charges for the new policy.

 Why Buy Life Insurance?
Although life insurance has traditionally been viewed as a way to replace income 

after the death of a wage earner, consumers are more likely to give other reasons for 
purchasing coverage.

Here are some options for a 1035 exchange.
Lower the premium. If the premium cost of your current life insurance policy is 

an issue, you may be able to lower the premium by reducing the death benefit, which 
would not require an exchange. Or you can try to exchange your current policy for a 
policy with a lower premium cost. However, it’s possible that you may not qualify for a 
new policy because of your age, health problems, or other reasons.

Create an income stream. You may be able to exchange the CSV of a permanent life 
insurance policy for an immediate annuity, which can provide a stream of income for 
a specific period of time or for the rest of your life. Each annuity payment will be ap-
portioned between taxable gain and nontaxable return of capital. You should be aware 
that by exchanging the CSV for an annuity, you will be giving up the death benefit, and 
annuity contracts generally have fees and expenses, limitations, exclusions, and termi-
nation provisions. Also, any annuity guarantees are contingent on the financial strength 
and claims-paying ability of the issuing insurance company.

Provide for long-term care. Another option is to exchange your life insurance pol-
icy for a tax-qualified long-term care insurance (LTCI) policy. Any taxable gain in the 
CSV is deferred in the long-term care policy, and benefits paid from the tax-qualified 
LTCI policy are received tax-free. Keep in mind that if an LTCI policy does not accept 
lump-sum premium payments, you would have to make several partial exchanges from 
the CSV of your existing life insurance policy to the LTCI policy provider to cover the 
annual premium cost. A complete statement of coverage, including exclusions, excep-
tions, and limitations, is found only in the policy. Carriers have the discretion to raise 
their rates and remove their products from the marketplace.

Whatever option you choose, it may be wise to leverage any cash value in your un-
wanted life insurance policy to meet other financial needs.

This information is not intended as tax, legal, investment, or retirement advice or recommen-
dations, and it may not be relied on for the purpose of avoiding any federal tax penalties. You are 
encouraged to seek guidance from an independent tax or legal professional. The content is derived 
from sources believed to be accurate. Neither the information presented nor any opinion expressed 
constitutes a solicitation for the purchase or sale of any security. This material was written and 
prepared by Broadridge Advisor Solutions. © 2022 Broadridge Financial Solutions, Inc.

Investment and Insurance Products are:
Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Federal Government Agency
Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of, or Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any Bank Affiliate
Subject to Investment Risks, Including Possible Loss of the Principal Amount Invested HW

Top reasons Americans buy life insurance (multiple responses allowed)

Source: NerdWallet, 2022

‘The Images Will Stay with 
Me for the Rest of My Life’: 
Warsaw Ghetto Uprising Photos 
Revealed

(JNS) – POLIN Museum of the Histo-
ry of Polish Jews revealed last Monday 
new-found images of the Nazis merci-
lessly putting down the 1943 Warsaw 
Ghetto Revolt.

Captured in secret by a Polish fire-
fighter while German forces set fire to 
the Jewish ghetto, the photographs were 
recently discovered by the photogra-
pher’s son in a family member’s attic.

The photographer, Zbigniew Leszek 
Grzywaczewski, spent nearly four 
weeks in the ghetto (most likely be-
tween April 21 and May 15, 1943). In 
a diary he kept during the conflict, he 
wrote:

“The image of these people being 
dragged out of there [out of the bunkers 
– ZSK] will stay with me for the rest of 

my life. Their faces[…with a deranged, 
absent look…figures staggering from 
hunger and dismay, filthy, ragged. Shot 
dead en masse; those still alive falling 
over the bodies of the ones who have al-
ready been annihilated.”

The uprising lasted from April 19 
(Passover eve) through May 16, 1943, 
and was the largest act of Jewish resis-
tance against the Nazi regime during the 
Holocaust.

“The Germans sent the firefighters 
into the burning ghetto – their job was 
to ensure the fire did not spread to the 
houses on the ‘Aryan’ side. It was then 
that the 23-year-old firefighter took the 
photos,” noted the museum, which is 
located on the site of the former ghet-
to. HW

Jews deported from the Warsaw Ghetto following the revolt of April-
May 1943 (Z. L. Grzywaczewski / from the family archive of Maciej 
Grzywaczewski, POLIN Museum).
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Atlanta, GA – January 2023 – JScreen, 
a national non-profit public health ini-
tiative dedicated to preventing genetic 
diseases, announces the fourth annual 
Jewish Genetic Screening Awareness 
Week (JGSAW), which takes place 
from February 5 through 11.  Initiated 
in 2020 with organizational partners 
across the nation, JGSAW serves to ed-
ucate the community about the impor-
tance of screening for genetic diseases 
and to raise awareness about testing 
resources. Jewish Genetic Screening 
Awareness Week was officially rec-
ognized in the morning orders by the 
Georgia State Legislature according to 
the Proclamation Declaring Jewish Ge-
netic Screening Awareness Week. The 
goal for JGSAW is to continue to drive 
awareness about the importance of ge-
netic testing to encourage more people 
to get screened and to gain the support 
of donors who make JScreen possible.

Now in its 10th year, JScreen makes 
genetic testing simple, accessible, and 
affordable with its easy-to-use at-home 
saliva kits. JScreen’s reproductive test 
gives prospective parents a deep under-
standing of their genetic makeup and the 
risk of having a child with a genetic dis-
ease. If a couple’s risk is elevated, ge-
netic counselors privately address their 
results by phone or video teleconference 
and provide options to help them plan 
for the health of their future children. 
JScreen’s cancer genetic test alerts a 
person to their risk for hereditary can-
cer. Anyone with positive results can 
take action for the prevention or early 
detection of many common cancers. By 
providing convenient at-home access to 

JScreen Announces the Fourth Annual Jewish Genetic 
Screening Awareness Week February 5 – 11
A Week of Powerful Events, Timely Information, and Resources to Raise 
Awareness of the Importance of Genetic Screening

cutting-edge genetic testing technology, 
patient education and genetic counsel-
ing services, JScreen strives to prevent 
devastating genetic diseases and ensure 
a healthy future for all.

“Our #1 goal is to ensure generations 
of healthy children and adults by pre-
venting genetic diseases and hereditary 
cancer. The more people we educate and 
test, the closer we are to achieving our 
goal,” says Karen Arnovitz Grinzaid, 
executive director of JScreen.

Why Genetic Testing Matters:
Eighty percent of babies with genet-

ic diseases are born to parents with no 
known history of that disease. Through 
early genetic screening, potential parents 
can determine the risk of having a child 
with a genetic disease before pregnancy, 
giving them options for family planning 
and helping to ensure the health of their 
future children. Approximately 10% of 
cancers are hereditary, meaning they 
are related to genetic changes that are 
passed down in a family. Cancer genetic 
testing identifies people who are at risk 
so they can take action to prevent cancer 
or detect it at an early, treatable stage.

“While JScreen’s roots are in the 
Jewish community, everyone can ben-
efit from comprehensive genetic test-
ing and counseling,” said El-Mahdi 
Holly, State Representative of Georgia 
HD116. “For the fourth annual Jewish 
Genetic Screening Awareness Week, 
the goal is to ensure that everyone, no 
matter your race, religion, or back-
ground, has access to genetic testing 
and that all community members have 
the knowledge to take action, take con-
trol, and get screened.”

Proclamation Declaring Jewish Genetic Screening Awareness 
Week

Senate Resolution
By: Michael Wilensky
 
A RESOLUTION
Designating the week of February 3rd as Jewish Genetic Screening Awareness 

Week in Georgia and other purposes.
WHEREAS everyone is a carrier for a number of genetic diseases, and there are 

certain genetic diseases that are more common in certain ethnicities.
WHEREAS, Jewish people are among the ethnic groups at high-risk for certain 

genetic diseases, some of which cause early death or severely debilitating symp-
toms. Non-Jewish people can also be carriers of these and other genetic diseases.

WHEREAS, genetic screening is recommended for any couple thinking of start-
ing or expanding their family.

WHEREAS, carriers are healthy individuals who unknowingly have a mutation 
in a disease gene. They do not have symptoms, thus the only way they can know if 
they are a carrier is to get tested or to have an affected child.

WHEREAS, carrier couples have a twenty-five percent risk, with each pregnancy, 
of having a child affected by the genetic disease they both carry.

WHEREAS, many couples are only offered genetic testing once they are already 
pregnant and for a limited number of diseases. Educating the community about the 
importance of comprehensive pre-conception screening is essential to afford cou-
ples more options to plan ahead.

WHEREAS, Jewish people are also at higher risk to have mutations in genes (e.g. 
BRCA) that increase the risk for certain cancers, and knowing those risks can be 
lifesaving.

WHEREAS, genetic screening is now easily accessible to those in Georgia and 
nationwide via at-home screening on saliva.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 
GEORGIA that the week of February 3rd shall be set aside and officially designated 
as Jewish Genetic Screening Awareness Week in Georgia.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Senate is authorized and 
directed to make appropriate copies of this resolution available for distribution to 
the public and the press. HW

During JGSAW, JScreen is offering 
a $72-off coupon code. People can reg-
ister for testing at www.jscreen.org and 
use code JGSAW23 at checkout to re-

ceive the discount.
For more information about JScreen 

testing and to become a donor, please 
visit www.jscreen.org.

Over 1,000 Entities Have Adopted the IHRA Definition of Antisemitism

(JNS) – As of the new year, a total of 
1,116 global entities have adopted the 
International Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance’s Working Definition of An-
tisemitism. According to the Combat 
Antisemitism Movement (CAM), this 
includes 18 U.S. states that adopted the 
IHRA definition via legislative or ex-
ecutive actions in the course of 2022, 
bringing the total number to 30.

American cities such as Los Angeles, 
Washington, D.C., El Paso and Wichita 
have all adopted the definition, as have 
seven out of the 10 Canadian provinces 
(including British Columbia, Manitoba, 
New Brunswickand Saskatchewan).

The IHRA Working Definition of 
Antisemitism was adopted in 2016 and 
has since become the most widely rec-
ognized barometer in the collective ef-
fort against Jew-hatred, serving as an 
essential tool to identify and delineate 
contemporary manifestations of this 
age-old bigotry. A diverse array of in-
ternational organizations, national and 
local governments and corporations are 
now using it.

“Support for the IHRA Working Defi-

nition of Antisem-
itism transcends 
the political and 
ideological spec-

trum and unites entities and individuals 
of a broad swath of religious, national 
and cultural backgrounds,” said CEO 
of CAM Sacha Roytman-Dratwa. “The 
surpassing of the 1,000 milestone since 
a previous report compiled by the Com-
bat Antisemitism Movement is a telling 
indicator of the far-reaching impact and 
influence of the definition and its ac-
companying 11 explanatory examples 
of prejudiced and discriminatory behav-
ior against Jews.

“While the rise in antisemitic inci-
dents has been alarming, the tidal wave 
of global support for the Jewish people 
is undeniable and greatly encouraging,” 
Roytman-Dratwa said.

The growing list of entities adopting 
the Working Definition of Antisemitism 
includes:

• The Philippines;
• Colombia;
• Bosnia and Herzegovina;
• Vancouver, British Columbia;
• Tuscany, Italy;
• The City University of New York;
• The University of Pittsburgh;

• The Florida Democratic Party; and
• Lufthansa Airlines.
An old evil
“This significant phenomenon, which 

has gained momentum in recent years, 
pinpoints the Working Definition of 
Antisemitism as a major tool in the 
contemporary struggle against antisem-
itism,” said Prof. Dina Porat, a CAM 
Advisory board member and the Alfred 
P. Slaner Chair for the Study of Contem-
porary Antisemitism and Racism at Tel 
Aviv University. “Its adoption by a host 
of varied entities reflects a wish to stand 
up against an old evil and newer ones, 
as part of a global effort to improve the 
international arena.”

In December, CAM held a Mayors 
Summit Against Antisemitism in Ath-
ens, Greece, to foster a conversation 
among more than 50 municipal leaders 
from around the world, including New 
York City Mayor Eric Adams, on the 
most effective ways to deal with antise-
mitic bigotry and violence.

In a year that began with the hostage 
situation at a synagogue in Colleyville, 
Texas, and concluded with the Ye (for-
merly Kanye West) controversy, major 
North American cities are following in 
the footsteps of European capitals such 
as London, Paris, Berlin and Vienna in 
adopting the IHRA Working Definition.

The largest category for adoptions 
and endorsements in 2022 consisted of 
non-federal government entities, includ-
ing municipalities, counties, and state 
and provincial governments, with 58 in 
total, including 32 in the U.S.

“Local authorities and law enforce-
ment agencies under their jurisdiction 

have a crucial role to play in confronting 
antisemitism where it is most directly 
felt – on the streets of the communities 
where Jews live their day-to-day lives,” 
Roytman-Dratwa noted.

The CEO of CAM went on to say that 
the business sector is an important area 
with “room for growth” in utilizing the 
IHRA Working Definition of Antisemi-
tism.

“The fallout from scandals involving 
celebrities such as Kanye West and Ky-
rie Irving underscored why companies 
must have the means to properly iden-
tify and react to expressions of antisem-
itism,” she said. “Both West and Irving 
lost lucrative endorsement deals with 
the likes of Adidas and Nike over their 
antisemitic rhetoric and behavior.

“Meanwhile, the ongoing explosion 
of online antisemitism, particularly on 
social media, highlights the need for 
major platforms to enact stricter pol-
icies for the detection, monitoring and 
removal of hateful content, as well as 
the banning of purveyors of bigotry like 
West.”

The Biden administration – which has 
said it “embraces” the IHRA Working 
Definition of Antisemitism – announced 
in December the creation of an in-
ter-agency task force to develop a “na-
tional strategy to counter antisemitism.”

CAM is a global coalition engaging 
more than 600 partner organizations and 
nearly two million people from a diverse 
array of religious, political and cultural 
backgrounds in the common mission of 
fighting antisemitism. CAM acts collab-
oratively to build a better future, free of 
bigotry, for Jews and all humanity. HW

IHRA 
adoptions by 
state

Courtesy 
of the CAM 
Antisemitism 
Research 
Center.
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Tu B’Shevat; The Fig Tree Speaks Up
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From Underground to the High Ground
By Howard Weisband

It is most difficult to step away from 
politics in Israel... even as I write this 
column Israel’s Supreme Court has ruled 
10-1 that Aryeh Deri, head of the Shas 
party and a key part of the coalition, giv-
en his recent criminal convictions for 
tax fraud, cannot serve as a Government 
Minister “due to the appointment’s un-
reasonableness” (following Israeli law) 
and the Shas Chairman’s plea bargain 
in which he promised that he would not 
return to public life. The next days will 
determine how the Prime Minister, Deri 
himself, and the Shas party will react and 
do, and if the Government may be able to 
solve the crisis in order to stay in power. 
Stay tuned.

However, I would like to take a break 
from politics and share a very meaning-
ful meeting and moment from last week, 
both for me personally and in our un-
derstanding of recent Jewish history and 
contemporary Jewish life.

Kayla and I attended a showing of a 
recently produced documentary titled 
“Operation Wedding”. (I recommend 
you watching it on YouTube.) Its de-
scription is as follows: “Leningrad, 

1970. A group of young Jewish dissi-
dents who were denied exit visas, plot 
to hijack an empty plane and escape the 
USSR. It started as a fantasy, Operation 
Wedding, as outrageous as it was sim-
ple: Under the disguise of a trip to a local 
family wedding, the “hijackers” would 
buy every ticket on a small 12-seater 
plane, so there would be no passengers 
but them, no innocents in harm’s way. 
The group’s pilot (a dissident himself) 
would take over the controls and fly the 
16 runaways into the sky, over the Sovi-
et border, on to Sweden, bound for Isra-
el. Caught by the KGB a few steps from 
boarding, they were sentenced to years 
in the gulag….”

One of those dissidents, better known 
as Refuseniks, was Yosef Mendelevich. 
He spoke following our watching the 
documentary here in Jerusalem.

Rabbi Yosef Mendelevich was 22 in 
1970, and an underground teacher and 
organizer of Jewish and Zionist activ-
ity in the Soviet Union. He dreamt of 
making Aliyah and the hijacking was 
his way to do so having been refused 
by Soviet authorities. Instead, he spent 

11 years in the Soviet gulag until his re-
lease and his Aliyah in 1981 following 
a global campaign as part of the strug-
gle to free Soviet Jewry, “Let My Peo-
ple Go!” Today he is a husband, father, 
and grandfather, and a teacher of Jewish 
studies at Machon Meir in Jerusalem, 
where he is able to take the high ground!

We in Memphis, often organized 
through Federation activity, were part of 
that struggle: community-wide, nation-
ally, and internationally. I personally 
identified especially with Yosef Men-
delevich given his underground Jewish 
teaching and outreach. Through those 
years as part of the global campaign, 
I wore a bracelet on my wrist with his 
name engraved on it. Ultimately, in Je-
rusalem as part of my responsibilities as 
Secretary General of the Jewish Agency 
for Israel (JAFI), I had the opportunity 
to work with both Natan Sharansky and 
Yosef Mendelevich.

Yosef and I were born in the same 
year. Our paths to Israel and eventually 
Aliyah obviously were dramatically dif-
ferent. At 22, when he had been denied, 
arrested, and jailed, I freely travelled to 

Israel to spend a year of study in Jeru-
salem as a college graduate. Eventually 
we both fulfilled the traditional precept 
“Next Year in Jerusalem,” and realized 
our respective dreams of living in Isra-
el and raising our families in the Jewish 
State.

I recommend that you read Yosef 
Mendelevich’s 2012 memoir “Unbroken 
Spirit: A Heroic Story Of Faith, Cour-
age and Survival.” In addition, there are 
several YouTube clips of his teaching 
and speaking that you might watch, and 
of course the documentary mentioned 
above, “Operation Wedding.”

In summary, I can only add “Am Yis-
rael Chai”… The Jewish People Lives!

Howard Weisband served as Assistant 
Executive Director (1975-77) and Ex-
ecutive Director (1977-84) of the Mem-
phis Jewish Federation. Following Ali-
yah with his family in 1986, he served as 
Secretary General of the Jewish Agency 
for Israel through 1997, and then in 
other senior professional positions in 
Israel. Now retired, he and Kayla live in 
Jerusalem. He can be reached at hweis-
band@gmail.com HW

Editor’s note: 
This story is being 

reprinted in memory 
of Ted Roberts in 

appreciation of his 
longtime service 
as a newspaper 

columnist.

Ted Roberts

A fable tells that on the second day of 
creation not only the animal kingdom, 
but the world of trees lined up before 
their Creator. They were to be named 
and receive their specifications; their 
appearance and characteristics, just 
like the animals. Some were pretty and 
would attract nesting birds. Some were 
ugly and dangerous like the thorn tree 
– some were majestic like the Cedars, 
whose destiny it was to support the tem-
ple. Some were tall – some were short. 
They were just like the races of man in-
ternally, the laws of divine physics oper-
ated – anatomically, they were the same 
inside, but outside they looked different.

They all lined up to be assigned a 
homeland where they would be com-
fortable. The Palm could not live and 
shiver in Northern latitudes, for exam-
ple, and the Spruces needed snow and 
ice and a frigid North wind to survive.

All of the trees had one wish in com-
mon – they wanted to live in the Holy 
Land, the land given to G-d’s chosen 
people. The Birch family, a large fam-
ily with many aunts and uncles, were 

crushed with disappointment – their 
limbs drooped, their leaves wilted when 
they were told that they could not live 
on the coastal plains of Judea.

Then the same judgment was pro-
nounced on the giant Redwoods. They 
wept like Willows when they were 
assigned to California. The angels 
groaned. Such a rich source of building 
material for the temple.

Every tree stood before the throne and 
received its mission and traits. Everyone 
agreed that the Oaks were blessed not 
with beauty, but with fertility. They, like 
the salmon, put forth tens of thousands 
of offspring. The lucky Maple was as-
signed wings to its seed so that one 
Maple on a mountainside could make 
Maples as far as ten miles away – and 
further. The wind delivered its children 
worldwide. G-d’s design was infallible.

Other trees – not so reproductively 
blessed – were given beauty in the Spring. 
The Tulip Tree, the Cherry, the Magnolia; 
they all left happy and dispersed them-
selves, according to their assignment 
throughout the green, new world.

Finally, they all breathed a sigh of re-
lief. Their missions were assigned. Their 
characteristics were stamped into their 
seed forever – just like the covenant was 
stamped into the seed of Abraham. But 
the Olive tree and the Fig tree, so small 
they were hidden behind a tall boulder, 
had been overlooked. “What about us,” 
they cried. “What shall we do besides 
clutch the earth of the Holy Land with 
our finger-like roots?”

“You shall feed and shelter my peo-
ple,” pronounced the Lord. To the Olive 
tree he granted the flavorful olive, with 
its oil – full of health – that enhances the 
flavor of all food. To the lowly, humble 
Fig he gave the gift of sweetness. So 
sweet, in fact, that when he was offered 
the kingship of all the trees, he reject-
ed it. He basically says I’d rather be 
sweet than king. (You don’t believe me? 
Check Judges, Chapter 9.)

“Yes,” said the Lord, “you shall nour-
ish and shelter my chosen people. You 
shall thrive in the climate I have planned 
for the Holy Land.”

The Fig and Olive trees exulted in 
their life giving roles. But the Fig tree, 
proud and outspoken because he pre-
served the modesty of the newlyweds in 
the garden, spoke right up.

“Master of creation, maker of scrubby 
little trees like me and the giant Cypress 
that drains the swamps of your Holy 
Land, may I. .... “

“Yes, yes, what is it?” interrupted the 
Lord. Time was passing and HE had to 
finish all the rough edges of creation in six 
days so there could be a Shabbos. What 
good is a world without the Sabbath?

“Well,” continued the stumpy little 
tree, “If you don’t mind, could you write 
it down in your book – I mean the part 
about me feeding your chosen people. 
Such an honorable role should be clear-
ly defined, should it not?”

The Lord nodded in agreement. And 
that’s why if you go to the book of Mi-
cah, you’ll see it clearly written, “Ev-

ery man shall sit under his Fig tree, 
and none shall make them afraid.” He’s 
talking about us 2,000 years ago.

“Now,” spoke the Lord, “may we pro-
ceed with creation?”

After all, he still had to form the firma-
ment; planets and constellations and gal-
axies. And the orbital mechanics to design 
so they wouldn’t bump into each other. 
Remember, it was already the third day.

“Just one more thing,” whispered 
the sweet, but bold bush who invented 
chutzpah, “how ‘bout a holiday just for 
us trees?” His wish was granted. So, 
thanks to the Fig tree for Tu B’Shevat.

The syndicated humor of Ted, the 
Scribbler on the roof, has appeared in 
newspapers around the U.S., on Nation-
al Public Radio, and numerous web-
sites. HW

Pentagon Transferring Arms Stationed in Israel to Ukraine – Report
(JNS) – The Pentagon is dipping into a 

store of American ammunition in Israel 
to help Ukraine replenish its dwindling 
supply of artillery shells, the “New York 
Times” reported last Tuesday.

“With stockpiles in the United States 
strained and American arms makers 
not yet able to keep up with the pace 
of Ukraine’s battlefield operations, the 
Pentagon has turned to two alternative 
supplies of shells to bridge the gap: one 
in South Korea and the one in Israel,” 
the “Times” reported, citing Israeli and 
American officials.

While intended for U.S. military use 

in the Middle East, Israel is permitted to 
access the stockpile during emergencies.

“Artillery constitutes the backbone 
of ground combat firepower for both 
Ukraine and Russia, and the war’s out-
come may hinge on which side runs out 
of ammunition first, military analysts 
say,” the “Times” reported.

Ukraine has largely expended its So-
viet-era munitions and switched over to 
artillery donated by the U.S. and other 
western powers.

Israeli officials said that Jerusalem 
hasn’t changed its policy of only pro-
viding Ukraine with humanitarian aid.

IDF Artillery Corps near the 
border with Syria in the Golan 
Heights, Jan. 2, 2023. 
Credit: Ayal Margolin/Flash90.

“Based on a U.S. request, certain 
equipment was transferred to the U.S. 
D.O.D. [Department of Defense] from 
its stockpiles” in Israel, the Israel De-
fense Forces said in a statement. HW

The stockpile 
of weapons and 
ammunition is normally 
reserved for the U.S. 
to use in Middle East 
conflicts.
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Mid-South Scholastic Art
Awards Exhibition

January 20 - February 19

Presented by the Brooks Museum League

Adele Ferguson, 'Pax', 2022 Best Senior Portfolio Award

Open in Overton Park
BrooksMuseum.org
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StandWithUs Files Complaint Against George Washington U, 
Alleging Antisemitism

Students march against antisemitism at George Washington University, 
Nov. 2, 2021. Source: American Jewish Committee/Twitter.

(JNS) – The Israel education organi-
zation StandWithUs (SWU) has filed a 
complaint against George Washington 
University with the U.S. Department of 
Education’s Office for Civil Rights, al-
leging a violation of Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964.

The complaint alleges “a pervasive, 
hostile, and discriminatory environment 
for Jewish and Israeli students within 
the Professional Psychology Program” 
at the university in the U.S. capital, the 
NGO announced last Thursday.

The complaint says Prof. Lara Shee-
hi, a facilitator of the program’s man-
datory diversity course, targeted Jewish 
and Israeli students in a pattern of per-
sistent, discriminatory and retaliatory 
acts. It alleges that this denies students, 
on the basis of their identities, the right 
to equal educational opportunity and 
treatment.

“A professor singling out and target-

ing Jewish and Israeli students for ad-
verse treatment because of their identity 
is textbook antisemitic discriminatory 
conduct,” said StandWithUs CEO and 
co-founder Roz Rothstein.

SWU alleges that during the Fall 
2022 semester, Sheehi repeatedly tar-
geted Jewish and Israeli students in the 
program’s diversity course by dispar-
aging and attacking their identities and 
encouraging others in the program to 
do the same. In one particular instance, 
Sheehi invited and supported a guest 
lecturer who invoked age-old antise-
mitic tropes about Jews being dishonest 
and using their influence for nefarious 
purposes. The lecturer also expressed 
support for violence against Israeli ci-
vilians.

When the students raised concerns 
about the antisemitic harassment they 
were experiencing, Sheehi denied that 
what the students experienced was an-

tisemitism and accused the Jewish stu-
dents of attacking other identity groups. 
StandWithUs says that Sheehi only 
treated Jewish and Israeli students in a 
discriminatory manner, depriving them 
of the opportunity to define their own 
identity.

Retaliation against Jewish students
Sheehi later retaliated against the Jew-

ish students when they brought her dis-
paraging and differential treatment to the 
attention of university administrations, 
by targeting the most vocal students 
among them and slandering their repu-
tations to other faculty members in the 
department. Sheehi also subjected the 
students to baseless disciplinary proceed-
ings, while the university took no steps to 
protect the students and their reputations 
from retaliation by the professor.

StandWithUs says that the universi-
ty enabled the retaliatory punitive pro-
ceedings to proceed without any inves-
tigation into their merit.

“George Washington University has 
failed to provide adequate protection for 
the Jewish and Israeli students seeking 
redress from Professor Sheehi’s per-
sistent antisemitic bigotry in and out 
of the classroom,” said Yael Lerman, 
founding director of the SWU Legal De-
partment. “Instead, George Washington 
administrators disregarded the students’ 
allegations and enabled a professor to 
retaliate against those students after 
they sought the administration’s help in 
fighting discrimination.

“In doing so, the university has vio-
lated its obligations under Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act and indicated that 
it permits institutionalized antisemitism 
against its Jewish and Israeli students,” 

Lerman said.
The StandWithUs complaint outlines 

the following measures the university 
should undertake to remedy this situa-
tion:

1. Reverse all punitive and retaliatory 
measures taken against the Jewish stu-
dents who expressed concern about a 
hostile education.

2. Offer those students an alternative 
professor or accommodation to fulfill 
program requirements that take them 
out of Sheehi’s orbit and influence.

3. Open a full and immediate investi-
gation into all student complaints about 
antisemitism by Sheehi and take all ap-
propriate remedial action.

4. Institute mandatory bias and sen-
sitivity training for all students, faculty 
and staff in the program.

5. Adopt the IHRA Working Defini-
tion of Antisemitism and require that 
members of the program utilize it when 
evaluating claims of antisemitism both 
in and out of the classroom.

“The hostile environment at the 
George Washington Professional Psy-
chology Program and the failure of the 
administration to act to correct it are 
unacceptable,” said Carly Gammill, 
founding director of the StandWithUs 
Center for Combating Antisemitism.

“Too often, when Jewish students 
raise concerns about antisemitism, they 
are subjected to gaslighting or false 
claims meant to cause self-doubt and 
deflect the bigotry at play. Jewish and 
Israeli students deserve the same level 
of respect and consideration as all other 
minority groups when they report cases 
of bigotry and discrimination,” Gam-
mill said. HW


