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Dear JSM Readers,

“The lazy days of summer.” I wondered where that phrase came 
from, as I sit amid swirling piles of paper, editing a magazine and a 
newspaper that must go to print tonight – as it does every week.

Inquisitive me had to look it up. According to Google, this phrase 
meant “more in the days before air conditioning, when we had few 
ways of surviving the heat. Thus lazy.” That brought back sweet 
childhood memories of my New York neighborhood hopping from 
our pool to friend’s pools and creating Barbie scenarios on our front 
porches.

And then raising my kids. I couldn’t wait for summer. I was a little 
selfish and wanted my kids home with me. And ironically my kids 
weren’t into summer camp, so we did our own special activities each 
day; no strict bedtimes or wake up alarms; hanging in the backyard 
lounging in the pool, playing croquet or badminton; or laying on the 
trampoline, drawing during the afternoon and gazing at the stars in 
the evening. I loved it! And I think they did too.

Today our days are filled with a different joy, definitely not lazy. Being 
with our grandbaby several times a week, I’ve gotten quicker on my 
feet, and knees – no matter how hard it is at 67. We spend our time 
watching her learn something new every day. How can it be already 
the middle of 2023? And the baby is 10 months old! As she grows 
older, I’m looking forward to making new memories with Miriam and 
bringing back those joyous lazy days.

My search also brought up “the dog days of summer.” Oh yeah, I think 
that’s what I have been living with for the past five years or more, when 
it’s so hot outside, even thinking about going to the pool is exhausting.

I hope your summer isn’t as busy as mine, so you can sit on your 
porch with an ice-cold drink and read about some amazing people 

Letter From the Editor

like Stephen Wachtel, a man of many talents on page 8. And reminisce 
with Zoë and Alex Harkavy about their downtown Memphis wedding 
on page 12. Meet the Eiseman’s pup, Teddy, in our Hollywood Pet Star 
of the Month on page 16. Try Seth Feibelman’s recipe for Teriyaki 
Steak Skewers on page 17. It’s already making my mouth water at 10 
a.m.!  Then there’s Vera Feldman (page 18) who transitioned from the 
financial world into a creative atmosphere with the start of EricaVerica 
a floral design company that incorporates unique and funky vessels. 
Former Memphian Ronarose Chafetz Train (page 20) also transitioned 
in retirement and took the opportunity to write three books about 
life-long friends whom she met through her travels. Finally, there’s a 
“Crossroads” story, one of many that Harry Samuels has shared with us 
throughout our 17 years of publishing.

When you visit our fabulous and supportive advertisers, please mention 
that you saw their ad in Jewish Scene. It makes all the difference to them 
to know you noticed and all the world to us. We would not exist without 
their continued business.

I hope you have a lazy, crazy, lovely summer.

Shalom,

Susan C. Nieman  -  Publisher/Editor
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Contributors

Melinda Lejman is a freelance 
writer living in Memphis with her 
husband and three children. She is 
pursuing a Doctor of Education degree 
at Northeastern University. When 
she isn’t studying or carpooling, 
she enjoys spending time with her 
family and three dogs, hiking or 
camping, and watching British murder 
mysteries.

Seth Feibelman is currently suffering 
from head and neck cancer.

Seth made a career in food service. 
He has run the Food and Beverage 
Operations for Hilton, The Memphis 
Zoo, Methodist Hospital and Mud 
Island Riverpark. He has also taught 
countless aspiring young chefs at the 
University of Memphis and L’Ecole 
Culinaire.

Currently, Seth cannot eat or drink 
without assistance and is unable to 
work. To learn more about his fight 
visit https://gofund.me/ChefSeth.F or 
his facebook page at Seth Feibelman. 

Shoshana Y. Cenker is a word & 
grammar nerd with 20+ years in 
creative services. She’s an editor 
for a global financial services 
company and runs her freelance 
communications business, as a 
content writer, editor, proofreader, 
copywriter, marketing consultant, 
and wordsmith extraordinaire. She 
and her three kiddos – twin boys 
Aiden and Kivi, and daughter Lyla 
– happily live in her hometown of 
Memphis, with their pup, Memphis. 
ShoshanaAY@gmail.com

Harry Samuels, author of “Beshert: 
True Stories of Connections” and 
“Crossroads: Chance or Destiny?” is a 
graduate of Washington University. 
He Has devoted many years to 
volunteerism in Memphis, Tenn. 
He and his wife, Flora, have been 
married for 62 years and are the 
parents of Martin, William and the 
late David Samuels.
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Equally intellectually brilliant and 
artistically creative, Stephen was born 
in June 1937, in Philadelphia to Reuben 
and Ida (née Portner) Wachtel. “My dad 
was very cool,” said Stephen, who’s 
sister, Pat, lives near Orlando. “Dad was 
a salesman – he could sell anything 
to anyone, mostly in the car business. 
He even sold a sports car to an elderly 
woman!” Sadly, Stephen’s mom died at 
22 due to an illness when he was just 4 
years old. His dad later remarried. “My 
stepmom, Joyce, was awesome,” Stephen 
said with a smile, “all the good things you 
see in me come from her.”

As a kid, Stephen loved science, 
biology, physics, and astronomy and 
even collected insects. He graduated 
from Ohio’s Kenyon College in 1959 with 
a bachelor’s degree in biology. From 

there, he joined the United States Air 
Force (AF), serving as an instructor pilot 
in jet aircraft for nearly his entire AF 
career. “My eight years in the Air Force 
is probably the most significant time of 
my life because of the intensity of the 
experience,” he said. “Flying brings out 
the mensch in you. It was a privilege to 
fly – it was exhilarating but dangerous 
– your body weighs 7x more than usual, 
experiencing g-loads of 5G or 6G. Every 
day when you went to work, you weren’t 
sure if you were going to come home. I 
had friends who died.”

Stephen and his lovely wife, Gwen, 
were married in 1962 and have two 
children, Jonathan and Todd, who are 
just one year and 12 days apart with an 
“extraordinarily close” relationship.

Stephen and Gwen’s meeting could 

Multitalented, High-Flying, 
Artistic PhD Going Strong

 By Shoshana Cenker

Looking at and speaking with Stephen Wachtel, Ph.D., you probably wouldn’t realize his 
age – his memory is sharp, and he bounded up his stairway with ease as he ran, literally, to 
grab a book during our interview.

A Life Well Lived
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Stephen Wachtel 
served as an Air Force 
jet aircraft instructor.

Gwen and Stephen



A Life Well Lived
certainly be described as beshert. Gwen ended up going on a date 
with Stephen, in place of her roommate who was sick. “When Gwen 
got in the car,” he said,” I knew instantaneously I was going to 
marry her.”

From the Air Force, Stephen went on to earn his doctorate in 
biology from the Department of Medical Genetics at the University 
of Pennsylvania in 1971. Then it was on to the Sloan-Kettering 
Institute for Cancer Research as an Associate Member, with a joint 
appointment as an Associate Professor of Immunology in Pediatrics 
at the Cornell University Medical College in New York.

Over his impressive career, Stephen was a Research Career 
Development Awardee of the National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
and elected to 12 scientific societies including The American Society 
for Human Genetics, The International Society of Human Genetics, 
The American Association of Immunologists, and The International 
Transplantation Society, among others.

In 1984, the Wachtel family moved to Memphis, where Stephen 
and David Meyer co-founded The Center for Reproductive Biology, 
in Collierville, a joint venture of the Trident Scientific Corporation 
and Spring Creek Ranch. “I left academia to design and supervise 
the construction of a research facility on David’s cattle ranch,” 
Stephen said. “It was amazing to go from a barn to a great facility – 
the most beautiful thing you’d ever seen!”

In addition to raising private monies, Stephen received 
millions of dollars in NIH grants, which he transferred to the 
Ranch, for the study of normal and abnormal sex determination 
in humans and to develop methods to recover fetal cells from the 
blood of pregnant women.

All of Stephen’s notable work and dedication led to a remarkable 
breakthrough. After describing and mapping a human gene, 
which, when duplicated, causes XY embryos to become females, he 
discovered the Gardner-Silengo-Wachtel syndrome, a congenital 
malformation named after him in 1987.

Stephen has lectured and been a keynote speaker throughout 
the world – Harvard, Mayo Clinic, London, China, Australia, 
Brazil, Japan (and more!) – and authored 197 scientific articles 
and chapters, four books, and more than 50 abstracts. He was 
recognized as a preeminent authority on the genetics of sex 
determination and featured in “Time Magazine” in 1977. Articles 
about him were published in the “New York Times,” “USA Today,” 
and other publications around the world. Dr. Joyce Brothers even 
credited Stephen with a humorous quote at the beginning of one of 
her books: “We all start out as females. You can think of maleness 
as a kind of birth defect.”

A career shift came about when a good friend asked Stephen to 
work with him at the University of Tennessee, Memphis. He served 
there as a Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology and Chief of 
Research for Reproductive Genetics until his retirement in 2006.

With him every step of the way is Gwen. “He’s a great partner, 
and we’re very good friends,” she said of their happy marriage. 
“And we worked together in the labs for 30 years.”

While Stephen’s career accomplishments are certainly enough 
to write entire books about, he somehow managed to fit into his life 
many exciting hobbies and interests, all of which he excels at.

“I loved music from the time I was a kid,” he remembered. 
“My dad played piano, so I grew up hearing that.” Stephen 
learned saxophone from Mike Guerra, a well-known sax teacher 
who taught the greats, including John Coltrane, Stan Getz, 
Gerry Mulligan, and Michael Brecker. “And he was my teacher!” 
Stephen said humbly. “He worked me hard, by 15, my technical 
skills were as good as anyone’s.”

He played music professionally in his teens and later took up the 
clarinet. “Gwen found my old clarinet, got it all fixed up, and gave it 
to me as a gift,” he said. “I then learned from Jules Serpentini of the 
Philadelphia Orchestra. He taught me timing, breathing, dynamics 
– an amazing teacher.”

Stephen loves playing jazz, blues, and classical music. He’s 
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With the Daddy Mack 
Blues Band 12/30/12 
at the Center for 
Southern Folklore. 
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At Neils with 
Mo-Boogie

“Time Magazine” article in November 1977



A Life Well Lived
played with Joyce Cobb and Elmo and the Shades for 20 years; 
appeared on stage with Mose Vinson, Rufus Thomas, Charlie 
Musslewhite, Ruby Wilson, Skip Pitts, and Ben Cauley; 
played for Vice President Al Gore as regular member of the 
Daddy Mack Blues Band and the Fieldstones; and performed 
with members of the Philadelphia Orchestra and Memphis 
Symphony Orchestra. These days, he plays at Bosco’s with 
Joyce Cobb and with Jason Caplan in Naqshon’s Leap.

Son Jonathan picked up Stephen’s musical acumen. At 
just 10, he was playing violin with the Philadelphia Orchestra. 
It’s a delight when Jonathan and Stephen play gigs together. 
“He’s a fine musician,” said Stephen, “he’s seriously good.”

Stephen’s creative side is also on display in his gorgeous, 
thought-provoking paintings. Doodling and sketching in the 
Air Force later turned into beautiful watercolor pieces. He’s 
self-taught, learning from books by the masters. “I’ve sold 
a lot of paintings – in galleries and to friends,” he said in his 
friendly, soft-spoken demeanor. “I have many inspirations, 
including Cézanne, Picasso, Pissarro.” His works are included 
in the collection of the Belz Museum of Judaic and Asian 
Art in Memphis (now in Yeshiva University’s), New York’s 
Guardsmark Collection, and in private collections in New 
York, Los Angeles, and Jerusalem. Stephen’s also a talented 
photographer, with black-and-whites as his specialty. “My 
kitchen became his art studio,” Gwen noted. “I think he’s 
best at photography.”

Then there’s sports. Gymnastics in high school, judo in 
college. In 2004, he was the table tennis gold medalist in 
singles in the Mississippi senior games and a gold medalist in 
singles and doubles in the Tennessee senior games. He also 
competed in the U.S. Open, U.S. National Championships, 
and the National Senior Olympics. “I now play with my 
grandchildren,” he said happily.

Another passion – Judaism – serving on the boards of 
directors at Baron Hirsch Congregation, Margolin Hebrew 
Academy and Young Israel of Memphis. He and Gwen attend 
Baron Hirsch, where you can sometimes find Stephen leading 
services as a “guest” chazzan or leining Torah as a Ba’al 
Koreh. His relentless practicing, which was a “humbling 
experience,” is showcased through his beautiful tone, 
enhancing every word. Stephen also blows shofar on Rosh 
Hashana, using breath techniques learned from the sax and 
clarinet. It is undoubtedly one of the highlights of the holiday 
service. “The shofar is a zen thing,” he said. “You’ve got 
to allow the shofar to give you what it’s going to give you.” 
Stephen and Gwen also talk about possibly making aliyah to 
Israel someday – they have lots of family there, including 
Jonathan’s, and visit often.

Stephen has also written two novels and two 
screenplays. “There’s never a dull moment – from day 
one!” Gwen said with a grin. “If Stephen didn’t have a 
project, he’d create one!”

Though he shows no signs of slowing down, Stephen 
looks to his family – two sons, nine grandchildren, three 
great-grandchildren – to carry on his legacy. “I want my 
offspring to value the things that I value: Talmud-Torah, 
art, music, family, learning, science, and literature – not 
in that order, though!” he said. “We’re so blessed, all 
our grandchildren are following those. It’s a really good 
feeling. I owe it all to G-d, I am blessed upon blessed, it’s 
all a gift from Hashem.”

Peruse and purchase Stephen’s art: www.ShoelArt.com
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Stephen blows the shofar at Baron Hirsch each year on Rosh Hashana

Gravity by Stephen Wachtel
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Dancing into 
Wedded Bliss in 
the Bluff City 
By Shoshana Cenker
Photos by K.Leigh Photography

“When you know, you know.” That’s a phrase often 

shared about marriage, when you gleefully realize who 

your person is. Memphian Alex Harkavy knew. He and Zoë 

(née Goldberg) met when they were just 16 years old. Zoë’s 

cousin introduced them when she was visiting family in 

Memphis. (Zoë was actually born in Memphis, too, though 

her family moved to Orlando when she was 5.)

Simcha Scene
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Zoë and Alex, along with their 
family and friends, filled the 
dancefloor all night long.



Simcha Scene

The two lived in different states – Alex in 
Tennessee, Zoë in Florida – but every time Zoë 
came to town, they met up to hang out. And 
they always stayed in touch even though they 
were living their own lives elsewhere. But when 
Zoë received a job offer for a role in Memphis, 
she took it! And the two have been together 
ever since. “Alex always told me it was meant to 
be, and we’d get married one day,” remembers 
Zoë. “I just never believed him (haha)!”

Back on March 26 of this year, the two walked 
down the aisle at the vintage, industrial venue 
409 South Main in downtown Memphis. Just 
like Alex said.

While the two were both involved in planning 
their big day, Zoë’s mom, Kathy, planned 
most of the wedding. “Best mom ever,” Zoë 
said proudly, “and it wouldn’t have happened 
without her!” The plans included Black Sheep 
Catering, Orlando photographer K.Leigh 
Photography, Kacie Cooper Floral Design 
of Memphis, music from the band Almost 
Famous, and Kaymen Herrera, venue manager 
at 409 South Main and owner of Wrecking Ball 
Events, helped coordinate. Zoë’s stunning, 
ethereal wedding dress was from Georgia’s 
Anna Christine Bridal.

“We loved having all of our family and friends 
in one place together,” said Alex of their 
happy day. “We both have large families, 
and it was so fun to dance the night away 
together. We felt so loved and happy. Our 
photographer and coordinator said they have 
never seen most of the wedding guests on 
the dance floor ALL night long. We all love to 
dance and have fun together!”
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Zoë and Alex with her sister, Zarah Goldberg, mom Kathy Goldberg, father Stuart Goldberg, 
brother Zach Goldberg and sister-in-law Alyssa Goldberg

Zoë and Alex with his brother-in-law Tony Kaitibi, sister Juliana Kaitibi, mother Michelle Harkavy, 
father Neil Harkavy, sister-in-law Ariela Harkavy and brother Ian Harkavy

Zoë and Alex with grandparents Ronald and Iris Harkavy, Sherry and Mitch Goldberg and Maggie 
and Marty Silver.



Simcha Scene

A very important guest for their special day was Rabbi Rony Keller 
of Congregation B’nai Israel, who married the couple. Rabbi Keller 
is one of Zoë’s mentors – they worked together in Florida. And Alex 
and Zoë really enjoyed the marriage classes they took with him 
before their wedding.

“It was very special that he did our wedding,” said Zoë. “He flew in 
from Boca Raton and joined the whole weekend of festivities, even 
Shabbat dinner at Alex’s grandparents! Everyone loved him!”

One of the best things about weddings is that so many of the people 
the couple cares about are all together in the same space. “We had the 
best time sharing our day,” they said. “We enjoyed every moment and 
smiled all night long.”

One very special moment came thanks to Alex’s creativity: He wrote 
a rap for Zoë and performed it in front of everyone! “It was the best 
moment, and I loved it!” noted Zoë.

The happy couple has settled into their newlywed bliss in Midtown 
Memphis. (Alex is a huge fan of their 901 hometown!) He’s a bar/
restaurant manager at the Memphis Clover Club in Hotel Indigo 
downtown, and Zoë is the BBYO director for the Delta Region.

Wishing these teenage sweethearts turned married couple the very 
best on their journey together. Mazel Tov!

14      July 2023  I  www.jewishscenemagazine.com



Experience the art of senior living.
Call today to schedule your visit.

901-763-6371 | OpusEastMemphis.com/Watchman

A Fresh, New Approach to Senior Living

 Opus is located only 10 minutes from Highland and Germantown.

EMBASSY APARTMENTS

www.embassyaptsmemphis.com

Luxury and Location

Offering one, two, and three bedrooms
Utilities Included

505 South Perkins Rd. 901.685.8020

In the Heart of East Memphis

See our floorplans at embassyaptsmemphis.com

© 2022 CK Franchising, Inc. An international network where most offices are independently owned and operated.

Our empathetic, in-home care helps seniors thrive while
living independently. Whether your loved one needs
medication reminders, transportation to appointments, or
personal care, Comfort Keepers is here to provide support
and build meaningful relationships.

In-Home Care to Help Seniors Thrive

Home + Life + Care | ComfortKeepers.com
Comfort Keepers of the Mid-South   5668 S Rex Rd  #200   Memphis, TN 38119

In-Home Care Services
Personal care
Companionship and Housekeeping

Dementia and Alzheimer's care
Respite care
Safety solutions

WWhheenn  wwaass  
tthhee  llaasstt  ttiimmee
yyoouurr  eeyyeess
wweerreenn’’tt  ddrryy  &&  ppaaiinnffuull??
Optilight by Lumenis®

Dry eye is an incredibly uncomfortable condition that affects millions 
of people and often goes undiagnosed. At our clinic, we can safely 
and efficiently manage your dry eye with Optilight by Lumenis® -  
a light-based, non-invasive treatment.

The first and only IPL that’s FDA-approved for the management of 
dry eye, the treatment is comfortable, precise, and proven effective 
by several studies.

901-252-3670  | focalpointcrosstown.com  |  Inside Crosstown Concourse
A SOUTHERN COLLEGE OF OPTOMETRY CLINICAL FACILITY

Contact Us to
Learn More
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Hollywood Pet Stars

Teddy, a fluffy 15-year-old Bichon doesn’t always act his age, 
sometimes bursting with the energy of a 5-year-old pup. He 
especially loves walks with his people, Tami and Dr. Bob Eiseman.

Teddy was brought into their lives in a kind of unusual way. Tami, 
a frequent Plough Towers volunteer, was asked to watch Teddy for 
a couple of weeks while his owner was in rehab a few years ago. 
Tami would bring Teddy to visit his owner, who noticed that Teddy 
seemed to look and feel great, with tons of energy. “The longer I 
kept Teddy, his owner commented that if she couldn’t take care 
of him, she knew where he could go – referring to me,” said Tami, 
which is exactly what eventually happened. “So, I got a wonderfully 
trained dog in Teddy. I couldn’t be happier.”

The feeling is definitely mutual for her fur baby, since you can 
usually find Teddy wherever Tami is or close by.

Interesting behavior about your pup?
Teddy and my husband, Bob, have a love/hate relationship. When 
Bob either comes home or enters the room where I am, Teddy goes 
crazy and barks at him. If Bob tries to pet Teddy, he usually snaps 
at him. On the other hand, if we’re sitting on the couch or watching 
TV in the bedroom, Teddy will either sit next to Bob or on his side of 
the bed.

Favorite activities?
Every day when we take a walk, Teddy has to visit his friends in 
the neighborhood: Jasper, an Australian husky, and Hazel a King 
Charles spaniel. As Teddy is getting older, his eyesight isn’t as good, 
hearing has gone some, and joints are giving him problems – but 
none of this stops him from going on his walks!

What veterinarian do you use?
Teddy’s vet is Dr. Gracie Gordon at McGehee Clinic, who takes very 
good care of our precious dog.

Favorite treats?
His favorite human foods are American cheese, cottage cheese, 
yogurt, blueberries, and raspberries.

Walkin the Walk 
with Teddy By Shoshana Cenker
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Teddy Eiseman

Bob with Teddy on a 
good day.



On The Menu

On the Menu By Seth Fe ibe lma n

Ingredients:

16 oz. Strip Loin
2 cups Pineapple Juice
1 can Ginger Ale (or Ginger Beer)
3/4 cup Soy Sauce
½ cup Brown Sugar
2 Tbsp Siracha
1 Clove Garlic
1 Onion
1 Tbsp Oil
1 Tbsp Salt 
1 Tbsp Pepper
1 tsp Granulated Garlic

Directions:

Peel and roughly chop the onion and garlic. Add oil to a medium saucepan on medium-high heat and add garlic and onion. Sautee until 
translucent, then slowly add the ginger ale, pineapple juice, soy sauce, brown sugar and siracha. Simmer on medium until sauce reduces by 
1/3. Cool to room temperature.

Reserve 1 1/2 cup of sauce for marinade and the remainder for cooking.

Largely dice strip loin or cut into strips. Marinate meat in teriyaki glaze overnight. Drain the meat from the marinade and skewer meat on 
sticks. Season with salt, pepper, and granulated garlic. Grill high for 4 minutes on each side or until desired doneness. Use the remaining 
sauce as a glaze when grilling or heat up and serve on the side.

Nothing says summer like grilling. Lately the 
price of steak has put a big dent in my grilling 
budget. The way I found around that is to 
butcher my own steaks. Instead of buying 
smaller individual steaks, I find buying larger 
cuts of meat costs less per pound. Also, when 
I am having friends over for a cookout, I don’t 
feel obligated that each person gets their own 
steak if I grill Steak Skewers.

I like to flavor my skewers with a Teriyaki 
Marinade and Glaze. I find the sweet 
pineapple with the tangy siracha brings out 
the taste of summer. I have tried many label 
brands of teriyaki sauce found in the store, 
but I have not found one that matches to 
making it from scratch.

Teriya ki Glazed Stea k Skewers
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Find Unique Joy in 
EricaVerica By Melinda Lejman

Inspiring People
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These creations are perfect for any number of occasions – 
birthdays, anniversaries, life events, holidays, congratulatory 
gifts, thank yous, or even as a gift for yourself. Arrangements can 
be any size, combination of colors and style. All arrangements are 
handmade to customer specifications and budget.

“I only deliver arrangements when they are perfect for the recipient,” 
says Vera. And delivery in the Memphis area is free of charge. She 
delivers to businesses and restaurants, as well as homes.

Whether a client wants fresh flowers or something faux that will 
last much longer, Vera has everything covered. “I want to be sure 
each piece is eye-catching and really makes them happy. It is my 
hope that each piece will always be a heartfelt reminder of the 
special someone who gave them the gift,” says Vera. “Thus, it 
becomes a cherished and beautiful keepsake that evokes loving and 
sentimental feelings towards the person who bestowed their gift.”

A unique aspect of her work is that she creates both fresh and 
faux options for most of her clients. After the recipient has 
enjoyed live flowers, they can have a faux arrangement made 
to fit beautifully and perfectly in the original vase. Most people 
can’t believe how beautiful the faux flowers are – they are often 
mistaken for real ones!

While it has taken some time to find faux flowers that are of the 
quality she would have in her own home, Vera has successfully 
sourced beautiful options for any arrangement. With the eye of an 
artist, Vera also sees opportunities to place flowers in almost any 
type of container. Scanning the walls of her in-home showroom, 
I saw not only vases, but teacups, antique bottles, and glass 
containers from all over the world, including pieces from Turkey, 
Spain, and Brazil.

EricaVerica is named after Vera’s parents, Eric and Eva, and herself 
(Eric + Eva + Vera = EricaVerica), and her collection actually started 
with inherited pewter pieces from her father’s “eccentric” aunt and 
uncle. Vera launched the business to “carry on her parents’ amazing 
spirit of deep caring, special relationships, and loving, lasting joy.” 
Her deepest desire is for each client to “derive a lifetime of pleasure 
from her creations.”

Bringing happiness and joy to her clients and their 
loved ones keeps Vera Feldman busy these days, but 
you won’t hear her complain. Since the launch of 
her floral arrangement business EricaVerica during 
the pandemic, she has grown in both technique and 
vision. What started as fun and funky creations has 
evolved to also include beautiful bespoke designs 
with literally something very special for anyone.

Vera Feldman



Inspiring People
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Now that EricaVerica is established and the showroom is open, Vera has 
plans to expand her art into community building. Her vision is to create 
a warm, safe space where people can express themselves and truly hear 
each other, moving away from the divisiveness that has emerged in 
recent years. She is also available for groups and facilitated team-building 
activities for Jewish Community Partners in which floral arrangements 
were designed by staff and donated to Plough Towers to decorate the 
hallways of each floor.

Vera enjoys “treasure hunting” to find brands and styles she never knew 
existed, some high-end and others more affordable. Many are quite 
eclectic or one-of-a-kind. So often, a beautiful flower arrangement 
arrives in the same glass vase, and once the flowers die, the vase goes into 
a closet or is given away. “Something that really kind of drives what I do…
it’s about the whole, it’s not just the flowers. It’s not just the vase. It’s 
about the whole arrangement being a wonderful gift together,” says Vera. 
“Most of all, I hope each piece becomes a cherished treasure.”

Find unique joy and learn more about Vera and EricaVerica, visit 
ericaverica.com or follow them on Facebook and Instagram.



Arts & Entertainment

Putting pen to paper (or more likely, 
keyboard to Word Doc), she quickly 
realized she could use some training, 
so she joined critique groups and 
attended writing seminars and classes. 
It paid off, with Ronarose recently 
publishing her third book, “The 
Miracle Known as Ed Levine.”

It’s based on the life of her dear friend 
and colleague. (His name has been 
changed to protect his identity and 
the Fortune 100 company he worked 
for.) From fighting overt antisemitism 
throughout his life from his birth in 
London during WWII and overcoming 
dyslexia, poverty, and bullying, to 
fighting cancer later in life, the moving 
story is one of survival and success 
despite daunting challenges.

“His will to live was incredible,” 
Ronarose shared. “He lived a fascinating 
life!” Her goal was to have the book 
in his hands before cancer took him. 
Thankfully, he hung on much longer 
than doctors said he would, and “he was 
thrilled to see it, enjoying that his story 
was told.

“Everybody has challenges – how you 
meet those challenges is what makes for 
a good life with accomplishments and 
satisfactions,” she continuted. “Ed’s 
story inspires people to meet those 
challenges. Instead of thinking, ‘Why 
me,’ challenges are opportunities to be 
successful and overcome.”

Life-long Acquaintances 
Inspire Memphis Author By Shoshana Cenker

Who says retirement is for 
slowing down? Not author 
Ronarose Train! After retiring 
at 76, she knew she wanted to 
spend her newly found time 
in her Golden Years writing. 
“I believe it’s never too late 
to follow your dream,” she 
said over our delightful Zoom 
interview. “And I’m doing it!”

20      July 2023  I  www.jewishscenemagazine.com



Arts & Entertainment

Readers and critics are taking note of Ronarose’s work. Readers 
Favorite, a respected international book award organization, gave 
“The Miracle Known as Ed Levine” a 5-star review, noting in part, 
“Ed Levine’s biography will inspire anyone who has struggled 
to fit in, those with learning disabilities, and anyone who is 
disadvantaged because of their social or economic background. 
“The Miracle Known as Ed Levine” by Ronarose Train will also 
offer hope and strength to cancer patients.”

Ronarose was always a writer at heart. Throughout her business 
life, she travelled the world, keeping journals about interesting 
people she met in faraway places. She realized that “people are 
people no matter where you are,” and more often than not, we 
share relatable, inspiring stories that make for interesting reads 
– like the books she’s published based on her travel journals of 
people she’s met along the way.

For “Anny & Me,” Ronarose wrote about her unique friendship 
with a Taiwanese woman. “We were soul sisters from the moment 
we met,” she said with a smile. “Our connection proves that 
cultures and lives are similar despite geographical distance.”

In “The Injustice System, It Can Happen to You,” she shares the 
true story of her husband’s college friend and his wife, who’ve 
experienced a never-ending legal nightmare that’s a frightening 

account of our government’s power. Readers’ Favorite awarded 
this book fifth place in its 2022 Nonfiction – True Crime category, 
out of thousands of international entries. “The couple is humbled 
and proud of it,” Ronarose said. “They’re excited their story is out. 
And so many of their prison friends have thanked me for writing 
about injustice.”

The words are still flowing for Ronarose, who’s clearly a 
go-getter, even forming her own writing group in Houston, 
where she now lives. She’s currently seeking a publisher for 
her manuscript “Stolen Innocence,” a true account of abuse, 
abandonment, and betrayal. 

“My friend trusted me with her deepest, darkest secrets in the 
hopes that her story will inspire other victims to speak up and end 
their torment,” she said, “and teach others to recognize when 
someone is being abused.”

Ronarose’s books can be bought on Amazon.
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Crossroads
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CROSSROADS: Chance or Destiny?
By Harry Samuels

This collection of connection stories is a follow up to 
Harry’s first book, Beshert, which Jewish Scene readers 
enjoyed years ago. I hope you enjoy them as much as I do.

All of us have the ability to experience the synchronicity that is 
often the result of reaching out to others. ~ Harry Samuels

Sixty-six years ago when my friend, Alvin 
Malnik, was a five-year-old, he lived with 
his parents in a four-family apartment 
house in St. Louis, Missouri. Another 
family, the Hershkovitzs, lived in one of the 
apartments. The Hershkovitzs had taken 
pity on Loebel, a young, homeless, German 
refugee and had brought him to America to 
live with them.

Al reminisced, “I could understand a 
little Yiddish spoken by my parents, and 
because of its similarity to the German 
language, I was able to communicate with 
Loebel. We became friends, but after a 
couple of years, he left.”

Forty years later, while sitting in the lobby 
of the Sands Hotel in Las Vegas, Al felt 
himself strangely drawn to a group of men 
sitting at a nearby table. Addressing one of 
the gentlemen he said, “I know you. Your 
name is Hershkovitz.”

“You’re mistaken,” the man said. “My 
name is Ponato, and I’m from California.”

“I continued to insist that he was my 
old childhood friend, but he was equally 
adamant in denying it. Feeling frustrated, 
I walked away – still convinced that I was 
right. A half-hour later, when I went to the 
men’s room, he followed me.”

“You were right,” the man admitted. “The 
Hershkovitz couple was unable to keep me. 
They sent me to an orphanage in California 
where I was adopted. I’m astonished that 
you remembered me after such a long time.”

Alvin Malnik and I attended Washington 
University and were fraternity brothers. He 
has led an interesting life. After becoming 
an attorney, he established a law practice in 
Florida. At age twenty-five, he successfully 
defended Jimmy Hoffa in a trial in which 
Robert Kennedy was the opposing counsel. 
During lunch last December in Palm Beach, he 
shared an anecdote with my wife and me.

He asked if we had seen the movie “The 
Aviator,” which was an Academy Award 
nominee. “Here is something that wasn’t in 
the movie,” he told us.

“I was in my mid-twenties and practicing 
law in Florida when I received a call from 
a client.” ‘We are sending a private plane 
to bring you to Las Vegas,’ his client began. 
‘We would like you to negotiate the sale of 
the Sands Hotel. We owe ten million dollars 
on its mortgage and would like to sell it for 
thirty-seven million. Go to the penthouse of 
the Desert Inn Hotel at midnight and knock 
on the door. The rest is up to you.’
“I followed directions and knocked on the 
door. A voice inside the apartment asked, 
‘Are you the lawyer?’
“Yes,” I replied.
‘How much do you want for the hotel?’
“I was young and inexperienced, and I told 
him it would be forty-seven million.”
‘That is ridiculous, but write it up,’ he replied.
“On what?” I asked.
‘On this,’ he answered, slipping a legal pad 
under the door.
“The deal was finally made for an 
acceptable asking price, and that is how the 
sale of the Sands Hotel was negotiated with 
Howard Hughes.”

Young Friend As told to Harry Samuels :: By Alvin Malnik
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Egg Cream & the New York Jewish Food Experience was held at 
the MJCC on Sunday, May 7, 2023.

The program featured a 16-minute documentary, followed by a 
panel discussion and New York-inspired Jewish food tasting. Lunch with 

Israeli Scout 
Caravan

Plough Towers President Laurie Scheidt and Vice President Harleen Tague receive 
our B’nai Tzedek Award!

Fedovation Shabbat with Rabbi Joel Finkelstein



Scenes
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Jewish Community Partners held its 
2023 Annual Meeting Wednesday, June 
21, 2023. The program paid tribute to 
outgoing JCP Board Chair Scott Vogel and 
outgoing Memphis Jewish Federation 
Chair Cindy Finestone, and warmly 
welcomed Marty Kelman, incoming JCP 
board chair and Scott Notowich, incoming 
Federation chair.

Laura Linder, JCP President and CEO, with incoming 
and outgoing Chairs for 2023 (from left: Scott Vogel, 
Cindy Finestone, Jason Salomon, Marty Kaplan, 
Laura Linder and Scott Notowich)

Annual Meeting attendees heard from (seated) 
Cindy Finestone, Jason Salomon and Laura Linder 
(at podium)

MHA-FYOS Class 
of 2023 at their 

graduation in June

Fifth and Sixth Grade Girls enjoy a last day of school field trip

Junior High Students visit Washington, D.C.
Members helped to fill thousands of boxes at a Rise Against Hunger Meal-
Packaging Event sponsored by Memphis Interfaith and Memphis Islamic Center 
held on June 11 in partnership with the Rise Against Hunger initiative.

Beth Sholom Helps Relieve ‘Period Poverty’ at Coleman School
When female students at the Coleman K-8 School cannot afford to buy 
menstrual products, they can’t attend class. A Beth Sholom Tikkun Olam sub-
committee, working with the Memphis not-for-profit Sister Supply, provided 
1,800 sanitary pads and 90 pairs of menstrual underwear to Coleman School. 
Sub-committee member Sheila Cohen delivered the products to Assistant 
Principal Jameika Roberts on June 13. The other sub-committee members are 
Anne Reef and Debbie Pelz.
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Several hundred people participated in the Lag 
Ba’omer BBQ and Unity concert, an outdoor festival 

held at Chabad of Memphis, which featured the 
Rogers Park Band and united people from across the 

community with good food and entertainment.

On June 4, Fogelman Jewish 
Family Service at the MJCC 
presented the “Bob Silver 
Volunteer Award” to Margie 
Steinberg at their annual 
meeting.

Audrey May, Volunteer 
Coordinator; Margie Steinberg; 

Jonathan Epstein, Vice President. 

Young Israel held its 2023 annual meeting on June 25 
featuring a delicious meal, recognition of volunteers 
and honorees and hearing from the congregational 
leadership. 

Sam Epstein (center) 
accepts YI’s award of 
dedicated service on 
behalf of his wife Eileen 
Segal from Steven 
Schwartzberg (left) and 
Esther Katz (right).

Rabbi Yaakov Gelb 
(left) being recognized 
for leading YI’s youth 

programming

Lenny Plotitsa (left) 
receiving the William 
Epstein Chesed Award
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