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The sweetest summer ever was had at
the Memphis Jewish Community Cen-
ter Day Camp this year! With record
numbers, we feel so fortunate to have
been able to bring joy into the lives of
538 campers throughout the Memphis
community. The smiles, laughter, ex-
citement, and energy were never lacking
from week one to week nine of camp.

This summer, not only did we roll out
brand new programming, such as No
Bake Cooking Camp, 9-Square in the
Air, and an on-site mobile Ninja Warrior
Course, we also brought back program-
ming that we had been missing since the

start of COVID.

Juliana and Connor implemented
Electives for 2nd through 6th grade
campers to give them the freedom of
choosing a special activity every Tues-
day and Thursday. And we even brought
back super Fun Friday activities for all
groups to participate in. We were very
fortunate to have two incredible Israeli
Scouts join our summer camp team and
bring a piece of Israel to Memphis for
all of our campers and counselors.

If you were fortunate to walk around
the MJCC campus during the nine mag-
nificent weeks of summer camp, you

may have seen campers running on the
fields with shaving cream, building vol-
canos or making slime, playing Ga-Ga
in the racquetball courts, or even mak-
ing lanyards in the lobby. The campers
were also very fortunate to swim twice
a day this summer, with a mixture of
Instructional Swim in the mornings and
Free Swim every afternoon. Bringing
back the two swim times was incredible
not only for the campers but the staff, as
well as helping with programming and
cooling off throughout the day. We also
saw many non-swimmers develop into
Levels 2 and 3.

It really was a wonderful summer at
the MJCC. “As parents, it couldn’t be
more comforting to know your child is

out of the house, in good hands, and most
importantly happy and having fun!” said
Martin, a parent of a st grade camper.
“We are so appreciative of you all. It re-
ally means the world to us to have a place
like the JCC. It’s our second home.”

All camp staff worked hard to include
every type of child and personality. Our
staff are trained to not only work with
energetic or shy children, but also those
that may require some extra attention.

Sarah, a mother of a 3rd grade camper
wrote to camp saying, “Thank you for
your open, progressive inclusion of spe-
cial needs children and shadow teachers,
Juliana. You truly change the lives of

(See Camp Page 2)

Russia Experiencing ‘Many Malfunctions’ with Iranian-Made
Drones in Ukraine

(JNS) - Russia has experienced
“many malfunctions” with drones pur-
chased from Iran for combat functions
in Ukraine, Reuters reported last Mon-
day, citing a U.S. administration source.

The official, who spoke on condition
of anonymity, reportedly shared U.S.
assessments according to which Russia
acquired Iranian-made Mohajer-6 and
Shahed-series unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAVs) earlier in August.

According to the official, Russia like-
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ly plans to purchase hundreds more such
UAVs.

“We assess that Russia intends to use
these Iranian UAVs, which can conduct
air-to-surface attacks, electronic war-
fare, and targeting, on the battlefield
in Ukraine,” the official was quoted as
saying.

In July, U.S. National Security Ad-
visor Jake Sullivan informed reporters
that the United States had intelligence
indicating that Iran is ready to supply

Russia with hundreds of drones.

“Our information indicates that the
Iranian government is preparing to
provide Russia with up to several hun-
dred UAVs, including weapons-capable
UAVs, on an expedited timeline,” Sulli-
van said at the time.

The Biden administration published
satellite photographs this month show-
ing Russian officials visiting Kashan
Airfield on June 8 and July 5 to inspect
Iranian drones. HW

Report: A U.S.
administration source
assessed that Moscow
had purchased Iran’s
Mohajer-6 and Shahed-
series UAVs.
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Camp..
(Continued From Page 1)

children and families with this warm
welcome in an otherwise challenging
world for children who learn differently.”

This is very encouraging as we are
working hard to build a full inclusion
program for our 2023 summer at MJCC
Day Camp.

“Seeing the smiles on the camp-
ers’ faces, and the relationships built
amongst the counselors and campers
warms my heart every summer. Being a
director who grew up here as a camper
and a counselor, it just shows you that
there is definitely a place for everyone

at MJCC Day Camp, and I hope to con-
tinue to foster this mentality for many
years to come,” said Camp Director Ju-
liana Kaitibi.

The MJCC doesn’t end camp after
summer ends, we offer Camp 365 during
all school breaks such as Fall Break,
Thanksgiving Break, Winter Break and
so much more! If your camper needs
that summer camp fill during the school
year, we encourage you to sign them up
for swimming and fun during the school
year breaks! HW

BBYO Regional Board Welcomes

Seven Memphis Teens

Stella Blenn, Andy Blumberg, Lea Thomas, Ethan Evans, Sarah Hochman,

Jonathan Mintz and Sydney Shanker

Mazel Tov to these seven new mem-
bers of Regional Board who are mem-
bers of Memphis BBYO!

We have representation from Kriger,
River City and Okeon. These teens
spent the last weekend in Memphis

attending their regional board retreat,
where they learned strategies for the
new year and ways to grow Memphis
BBYO along with Delta Region! They
are very excited to make an impact this
year! HW
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Weekly Torah Portion: Kiteitzei

Satellite Images Show Russia
Moves S-300 Air-Defense
Missiles Out of Syria

(JNS) — An Israeli satellite-imaging
company says Russia moved a battery
of S-300 anti-aircraft missiles from Syr-
ia to a Russian port near Crimea.

The development seems to be an at-
tempt to strengthen Russia’s air defenses
in its war with Ukraine, reported Reuters.

ImageSat International (ISI) collected

Brian Lurie

Broker,Vice-President
GRI, RENE, MMDC, CRS

Cell: 901.315.2298
Office: 901.260.4780

Blurie2003@gmail.com
BestRealEstateAgentinMemphis.com

images of the S-300 anti-aircraft battery
near Masyaf, Syria, in April. The vacant
location, however, was left behind on
Aug. 25 when the equipment was relo-
cated to Tartus.

Separate photographs show the bat-
tery components on a port in Tartus be-
tween Aug. 12 and Aug. 17; they were
gone by Aug. 20. IST concluded that they
had been transferred to a Russian war-
ship, the Sparta II, which departed Tar-
tus for the Russian port of Novorossiysk.

According to ISI images, the radar
component of the S-300 battery was
transferred separately from the same
Masyaf base to the Khmeimim Air Base
on the Syrian coast, north of Tartus. HW
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Chabad of Memphis to Lead a

Trip to Israel!

Don’t just see the land, capture a taste of its soul

Rabbi Levi and Rivky Klein, leaders
in Memphis’s Jewish community and
co-directors of Chabad in Memphis,
will be leading a trip to Israel called
the Land and Spirit Israel Experience.
People from across the Memphis area
are invited to participate in an eight-
day, one-of-a-kind VIP experience as
they journey to Israel through Judaism’s
most holy and historical sites. From
March 13 - 20, 2023, participants will
be treated to a five-star experience that
feeds their heart, mind and soul creating
lifelong and life-changing memories.

The trip includes accommodations at
top-rated hotels, gourmet kosher dining,
VIP airport service, luxury buses and
flexible itineraries.

The available experiences also in-
clude meeting leading Israeli personal-
ities: chief rabbis, scholars, government
officials, and top-level military and in-
telligence personnel; and even an exclu-
sive visit to an IDF base and a chance
to interact with active combat soldiers.

This is an opportunity to see Israel as
never before.

“This trip includes many unique fea-

tures you will not find on any other trip
of its kind” said Rabbi Levi Klein, who
has led many trips to Israel over the
years. “It’s a once in a lifetime, five-star
experience,” and travelers can custom-
ize the itinerary based on their prefer-
ences.

“This is an incredible opportunity
for anyone looking to travel to Israel
and see the Jewish homeland. Whether
it is the first time they see the country,
or even if they have been to Israel be-
fore, this is a trip of a lifetime,” he said,
adding that previous groups filled up
months in advance, and travelers should
book soon, if interested.

The trip is a JLI — Jewish Learning In-
stitute program and combines sightsee-
ing and a complete learning experience.

Registration for the 2023 trip is well
ahead of the pace of recent trips. Spaces
will sell out soon and you are encour-
aged to make a commitment-free reser-
vation today.

For more information, to view the trip
itinerary online or register, you can visit:
www.landandspirit.org or call Rabbi Levi
or Rivky Klein at 901-754-0404. HW

Temple Israel Pack 25 and Troop
25 Annual Cookout and Open

House

Temple Israel Pack 25 and Troop 25
invite you and your children to check
out the programs at our first-of-the-year
cookout to be held immediately after
Sunday School on Sunday, Sept. 11
from noon-2 p.m.

Bring the whole family — girls and
boys.

The open house features an obstacle
course, four square, lawn darts, corn
hole and other games for the youth.
While parents can learn more about the
program.

Scouting has been a part of the Tem-
ple Israel youth program for 104 contin-
uous years. The Boy Scout Troop began
in 1914 with Rabbi Fineshriber as the
Troop Committee Chairman. (He had
two boys in the troop in 1921.)

The program was opened to girls
for Cub Scouts and Scouts/BSA (Boy

Scout Oath

On my honor I will do my best

To do my duty to God and my country
and to obey the Scout Law;

To help other people at all times;
To keep myself physically strong,
mentally awake, and morally straight.

Scouts). Girls however must be in a
separate troop and women leaders must
always be present. The organization is
still named Boy Scouts of America.

With the support of Rabbis Green-
stein and Dreyfus, we invite you to learn
more and join our Temple Youth Group.

Cub Scouts is a program within the
Boy Scouts of America that serves youth
from 6 to 10 years old. The Cub Scouts
program aims to prepare youth to grow
into self-reliant youth while having fun.
You too will do more memorable things
with your child.

The Boy Scout program is for boys
11-17.

The mission of the Boy Scouts of
America is to prepare young people to
make ethical and moral choices over
their lifetimes by instilling in them the
values of the Scout Oath and Law. HW

Scout Law

A Scout is:
Trustworthy Obedient
Loyal Cheerful
Helpful Thrifty
Friendly Brave
Courteous Clean
Kind Reverent

Israel Police Report Reveals Arab Drivers Responsible For 527 of Fatal Accidents

(Israel Hayom via JNS) — Despite be-
ing a minority population in Israel, Arab
drivers are responsible for over half of
fatal road accidents, an Israel Police re-
port revealed last week.

On intercity roads, the numbers are
even higher, with Arabs found to have
been involved in 58% of all accidents
and 60% of fatal ones, of which they
were the cause 80% of the time, accord-

ing to the report.

Arab drivers were found to be in-
volved in 36% of all traffic accidents,
despite comprising only 19% of drivers.
According to data, the majority of ac-
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cidents involve young drivers, between
the ages of 17 and 23.

“They [young Arab drivers] usual-
ly leave the village, go on a rampage,
run amok and cause accidents,” said a
law-enforcement official. “We are deal-
ing with a serious problem that goes
beyond the police. We need to make
this a priority. Unlike in Jewish soci-
ety, where for example when a driver is
stripped of his license, he stops driving.
In Arab society, many continue to drive
and endanger the lives of all drivers on
the road.”

The police report cited a lack of pub-
lic transportation, longer commutes and
the poor condition of vehicles in the
Arab sector as contributing factors.

This article first appeared in Israel
Hayom. HW
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The MJCC Larisa and Ben Baer
Senior Adult Club Happenings

Lunch is Monday—Friday at 11:30 a.m. All programs start at 12:15 p.m.

Thursday, September 8

Ask the Rabbi

Enjoy Rabbi Levi Klein during this
question-and-answer period, which is
always popular. As close as we are to the
Jewish High Holy Day season, it will be
even more meaningful.

Rabbi Klein is the founder and direc-
tor of Chabad Lubavitch of Tennessee,
which now has five branches across
the state. He and his wife, Rivky, have
been the Chabad emissaries in Memphis
Tennessee, since 1994. Rabbi Klein was
ordained at the Central Chabad Yeshiva
in Brooklyn, New York in 1991. No res-
ervations are required.

Tuesday, September 13

Video Comedy Series

The topic will be the comedy of
George Burns and Gracie Allen! Burns
and Allen were an American comedy
duo consisting of George Burns and his
wife, Gracie Allen. They worked togeth-
er as a successful comedy team that en-
tertained vaudeville, film, radio and tele-
vision audiences for more than 40 years.

The duo met in 1922 and married in
1926. Burns played the straight man and
Allen played a silly, addle-headed wom-
an whose convoluted logic Burns was
often ill-equipped to challenge. After
their radio show's cancellation, Burns
and Allen reemerged on television with
a popular situation comedy, which ran
from 1950 to 1958.

Burns and Allen's radio show was
inducted into the National Radio Hall
of Fame in 1994. Their TV series re-
ceived a total of 11 Primetime Emmy

Award nominations and produced what
TV Guide ranked No. 56 on its 1997 list
of the 100 greatest episodes of all time.
They were inducted into the Television
Hall of Fame in 1988. The videos will
show many of their funniest moments
from TV and Movies!

Thursday, September 15

Speaker: The Torah MiTzion Mem-
phis Shlichim.

The group will talk about Rosh Ha-
shanah in Israel. As we get close to
the Jewish High holy days, it is nice
to know how it is celebrated in Israel!
Please come for this lively discussion.

Wednesday September 21

MJCC Larisa and Ben Baer Senior
Adult Club Monthly Luncheon

Featuring Deborah Swiney

Deborah is a local jazz, blues and
popular vocal artist. You could close
your eyes and imagine relaxing on a
Copacabana or Ipanema beach. Being
a Memphis native, you might even get
a splash of blues. Deborah’s affinity for
music started at an early age with pia-
no lessons and being active in music,
whether in church or in school. Grow-
ing up in a musical family, music had
no borders. Deborah has worked as a
backup vocalist with the legendary Al
Green and performed on the Oprah
Winfrey Show, the Today Show and
Carnegie Hall and has toured interna-
tionally. The kosher lunch and enter-
tainment is only $5! Reservations can
be made by calling the MJCC Front
Desk at 901-761-0810.

Please join us from Monday through Friday for a delicious kosher lunch from

Jan. 6 Proud Boy Rioter Who
Approached Chuck Schumer and
Who Made Antisemitic Jokes in Chat
Sentenced to 4.5 Years

By Ron Kampeas

WASHINGTON (JTA) — A federal
judge handed down a 55-month prison
sentence to a 40-year-old Proud Boy ini-
tiate who breached the Capitol on Jan. 6
and rushed toward Sen. Chuck Schumer.

The prosecution’s sentencing recom-
mendation noted that Joshua Pruitt, in
his efforts to impress other Proud Boys,
a far-right group, made antisemitic com-
ments in encrypted chats.

U.S. District Judge Timothy Kelly,
addressing Pruitt last Monday, said that
his sentence, one of the toughest so far
in prosecutions of the hundreds of peo-
ple charged in the deadly rioting, was
informed in part by Pruitt’s approach
toward Schumer, the Jewish New York
Democrat who was then the Senate mi-
nority leader.

“You did get into the building ear-
ly, you did penetrate deeply into the
building, you did damage property, you
played a role in amping up the crowd,
you did get very close to one of our na-
tional leaders,” The Washington Post
quoted Kelly as saying.

The prosecution’s sentencing recom-
mendation quoted Schumer’s security
detail as saying that once Pruitt recog-
nized Schumer, who was fleeing the
building, he rushed toward the senator.

It quotes an officer identified as Ser-
geant K.F. as telling the FBI that “he
would never forget what he saw next: a
bald, bearded man, wearing a black tank
top with a Punisher logo, coming to-
ward him. Sergeant K F. identified that
man as Pruitt. Pruitt and Sergeant K.F.
made eye contact. Pruitt’s speed toward

Pruitt poses on Jan. 6, 2021.
Credit: U.S. District Court for the
District of Columbia

the detail — and Senator Schumer — be-
gan to increase.”

It continues: “Special Agent M.L. saw
Pruitt, too. He later estimated that Pruitt had
been so close that he could have reached
the Senator in four or five seconds.”

In its sentencing recommendation,
the prosecution also described Pruitt’s
entry into the Proud Boys just weeks
before the rioting, and how he sought
to enhance his credibility, including by
making antisemitic statements in online
chats. Joining in antisemitic derision of
a Washington Post Op-Ed that likened
Holocaust denial to election denial,
Pruitt said: “Damn penny hoarders.”

Former President Donald Trump
spurred the deadly insurrection with a
speech insisting that he did not lose the
election.

Pruitt, The Washington Post reported,
said at sentencing that he regretted par-
ticipating in the insurrection, but also
that he still believed the election was
stolen. HW

the Kitchens at the Memphis Jewish Home & Rehab. The cost is only $2 for seniors.
Reservations are required the day before by 1 p.m. by contacting Steve Kaplan, Adult
Services Coordinator, at 901-259-9220, stevekaplan@jccmemphis.org or calling the
front desk at 901-761-0810. HW
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High Holiday Greetings

It’s not too late to place your High Holiday
message in The Hebrew Watchman

oy Deadlines for form and payment:

September 13 for week of September 22

Septemeber 20 for week of September 29
All messages will be the same size and cost $36
Please send a list with the names of the people you
would like to include in your greeting.

Sample Message
L’Shanah Tovah Tikatayvu
Wishing all of our family and friends
a Sweet New Year filled with
happiness, health and peace.

¥ Stay connected throughout the week. ®
Like us on Facebook
@HebrewWatchman
@JewishScene

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Michael Blen, DDS 6363 Poplar, Suite 110
(901) 415-Blen (2536) Fax: (901)415-6292

Memphis, TN 38119
www.DrBlen.com

SERVICES AVAILABLE

Name(s)
* Driver——courteous and reliable person to take
you anywhere you need to go in Memphis and sur-
rounding areas: Dr’s appointments, Shopping, Er-
rands, Airport. Available weekdays and weekends. Address
* House Sitting and Dog Sitting—
Responsible adult available to stay with your dogs Phone

while you are away. | love dogs!

Contact Rick Danzig: 901-337-6009

enclosed is my check # for $36
You may also call 901.763.2215 and pay by credit card.
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Democratic
Activist Group
Apologizes for
Joking about
Names of Jewish
Politicians

AsSEMBLY MEMBER
HoN. JEFFREY DiNOWITZ
(D) 81sT A.D. - CHAIR, CODES COMMITTEE

New York State Assemblyman
Jeffrey Dinowitz of the Bronx.
Credit: New York State Assembly.

(JNS) — A left-wing Democratic activ-
ist group has apologized for poking fun
at the names of U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives candidate Dan Goldman and
New York State Assemblyman Jeffrey
Dinowitz, both Jewish, in a now-deleted
Twitter post.

“We’re sorry — no anti-Semitism was
intended, and we took this down when
folks expressed concerns it could be tak-
en the wrong way,” No IDC NY wrote
on Twitter last Sunday.

In 2018, No IDC NY advocated
against former members of the Inde-
pendent Democratic Conference (IDC),
who partnered with Republicans to
maintain majority control of the Senate,
according to its website. The group de-
clared success when Democrats won the
majority in the Senate, and most mem-
bers of the IDC lost in the primaries.

In the tweet that was uploaded last
Saturday, No IDC NY wrote: “The jerk
buying a House seat with inherited mon-
ey is ‘Goldman’ ... the IDC-adjacent
Assembly member is ‘DINOwitz.” Who
came up with these names, Dickens?”

Bronx Rep. Ritchie Torres (D-N.Y.)
criticized the tweet, with its referenc-
es to the age-old trope linking Jews to
power and money, as “dripping with an-
ti-Semitism,” saying “‘the normalization
of anti-Semitism is a sign of how poi-
sonous our politics has become.”

Bronx-born Dinowitz, who represents
District 81 in the Bronx, released a
statement on Twitter in response to the
offensive message by the Democratic
group. He said, “I’ve been the target of
anti-Semitic attacks from both the far-
right and the far-left. This tweet from
an extremist, anonymous account selec-
tively singles out two Jewish politicians
and is disgusting. It’s a classic display
of anti-Semitism and should be con-
demned.”

A campaign spokesman for Goldman
declined to comment when approached
by the New York Post.

No IDC NY said last Sunday that
the Twitter post “was a joke about the
names that certainly would have been
better not made, e.g. DINO stands for
Dem in name only, and was not sup-
posed to be riffing off their Jewishness;
we do not tolerate anti-Semitism.”

The group added that it has since sus-
pended the social-media account manager
who posted the anti-Semitic tweet. HW
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NOSH-A-RYE DELI

Southern Kosher At Its Finest

Rosh Hashana Catering
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Appetizers
White Fish Salad (parve)...................... $25/1b.
Chicken Broth Soup.................ooooiels $18/qrt.
Matzah Balls.............coooiiiiiiiiiiin . $3/each
Gefilte Fish...........coooooiiiiii $3.50/ piece
Plain Round Challah........................... $8/each
Individual 2 oz. Honey Portion............ $1.50/each
Side Dishes (half pan serves 15-20)
Sweet Noodle Kugel.......................... $40/half pan
Cornbread Dressing......................... $40/half pan
Honey Roasted Vegetables.................. $30/half pan
Potato Kugel.........c..ccoeveiiiiniinn. $40/half pan
Entrees (half pan serves 15-20)
Slow-Braised Roast Beef with Gravy.... $75/half pan
Honey-Roasted Whole Chicken.............. $25/each (serves 4)
Stuffed Cabbage......................o $40/half pan
Honey-Glazed Turkey Breast................... $55,/half pan
Desserts
Honey Cake.........ocooveiiviiiiiiiniiinininne., $15/1oaf
COOKIOS ... $8/dz.
Apple CaKe........ovieiiiiiiiieiiii e $20/each (serves 6-8)

To order, please call Jordan at 901.756.3229 or email [Shulman@memphisjewishhome.org.

Orders are due by Tuesday, September 13th, 2022.

Your credit card information is required when we call on Wednesday, September 21st, to

schedule your order pickup.

Order pickup will be outside near the front entrance on Friday, September 23rd,

between 9am-3pm.

Watch Them Thrive with In-Home Care

The specially trained caregivers at Comfort Keepers pro-
vide meaningful, in-home care so seniors can live inde-
pendently. From providing companionship to caring for
those with dementia, we're here to help your loved one
thrive and give you peace of mind.

901-207-8209
Home + Life + Care | ComfortKeepers.com

Comfort Keepers of the Mid-South, 5668 S Rex Rd #200, Memphis, Tennessee 38119

© 2022 CK Franchising, Inc. An international network where most offices are independently owned and operated.

Comfort
Keepers.

Elevating the
Human Spirit”

In-Home
Care Services

- Personal care

- Companionship and
housekeeping

- Dementia and
Alzheimer's care

- Respite care

- Safety solutions
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U.S. Air Force’s Middle East Commander Talks Alternatives
to the White House's Touted Regional Air Defense Alliance

By Mike Wagenheim

(JNS) — The head of the U.S. Air
Force’s Middle East command says
there is enthusiasm for regional defense
partnerships, even after U.S. President
Joe Biden’s regional air-defense alli-
ance proposal ran up against Gulf op-
position.

“While some sort of a regional alli-
ance faced — we’ll say a cool reception
— what did not face a cool reception is
the idea that we could partner togeth-
er in the region in order to gain better
awareness of threats from the air or
from the atmosphere, so [we will be
prepared for] air and missile threats

that might come at us,” Lt. Gen. Alex-
us G. Grynkewich, Commander, Ninth
Air Force and the Combined Forces Air
Component Commander for U.S. Cen-
tral Command (more commonly known
as AFCENT) told JNS.

Ahead of and during Biden’s July trip
to Israel and Saudi Arabia, the adminis-
tration floated the idea of a Middle East
air-defense alliance that would give par-
ticipants more insight into potential aeri-
al threats, including ballistic missiles and
drones. Israeli Defense Minister Benny
Gantz publicly proclaimed the Jewish
state’s participation in the project.

Grynkewich said in a briefing with re-
porters that Middle East leaders haven’t
warmed to the concept of a NATO-style
alliance of states but support a looser
partnership to piece together a clearer
picture of air and missile threats across
borders. Experts cited trust issues, along
with problems of interoperability be-
tween various missile-defense systems.

Grynkewich says AFCENT and its
partners are looking at how they can
“stitch together the sensors that we have
in the region so that we can account for
the 360-degree nature of the current
threat today.” The major threat is the bal-

Jewish Historical Society of Memphis and the Mid-South

Sumner Levine Speaker Series
Virtually Presents

The History of the COVID Vaccine

Drew Weissman, M.D., P.h.D. will speak on the development of the
COVID-19 vaccine and looking toward the future. The vaccine
platform that Dr. Weissman's lab developed was used in the first two
approved COVID-19 vaccines by Pfizer/BioNTech and Moderna.
They continue to develop other vaccines that induce potent antibody
and T cell responses with mRNA-based vaccines. Dr. Weissman is a
professor of Medicine at the Perelman School of Medicine, University

of Pennsylvania.

Sunday, September 11, 2022 2:00 pm (Central)

To join the program, visit our website at: www.jhsmem.org
for a direct link.
Or visit www.zoom.us/join & enter Meeting ID: 441 032 8762
To join by telephone (audio only): dial: 1-646-931-3860

ﬂ FIRST

« Conventional financing
« Jumbo

Scott Sorin
Mortgage Loan Officer
NMLS #40975

Efax: 901-453-3279

901-759-4805 | 901-378-2244 Mobile

4990 Poplar Ave. | Memphis, TN 38117

©2022 First Horizon Bank, NMLS# 472329. All loans subject to approval, including
credit approval. Some restrictions may apply. Other programs are available.
Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender.

HORIZON.

Considering purchasing a
new home or refinancing
your current one?

With more than 20 years of experience in mortgage lending, Scott Sorin is

the perfect candidate to assist you with any home financing need. Whether
you're considering refinancing, a new home purchase, jumbo loans or portfolio
lending, Scott is eager to guide you through all of your options.

« FHA/VA
» Portfolio
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listic missiles and small armed drones
used to attack and spy on U.S. forces
and allies, many of them launched by
Iran and its proxies.

“The issue with the ballistic missile
threat is that it doesn’t just emanate
from Iran proper, but there are ballis-
tic missiles that have been sighted with
militant groups in Iraq, there’s ballistic
missiles in Syria; the Houthis down in
Yemen have ballistic missiles. So, a
threat to one of our partner nations or
to U.S. forces and coalition forces in the
region can really come from any direc-
tion,” said Grynkewich, claiming the
same is true about the unmanned aerial
vehicle threat.

He said none of the nations in the
region have the ability to protect them-
selves from all angles, but a partnership
thatincorporates more information-shar-
ing while allowing nations skittish about
a NATO-style alliance to still make their
own sovereign defense decisions could
work. “None of us have the resources to
fully fill up that picture, but if we work
together, we can stitch together the sen-
sors that all of us have, and there’s con-
siderable capability, and build a much
broader awareness that will cover most
of that 360-degrees-of-access for most
of the country,” he told JNS.

‘How do we share intelligence’

Separately, Grynkewich contended
that a gap of over a week in between the
Aug. 15 attacks against American forc-
es at al-Tanf base by Iran-backed Syrian
groups and the U.S. retaliatory airstrikes
in Deir ez-Zor on Aug. 23 were unrelat-
ed to ongoing nuclear accord negotia-
tions between Washington and Tehran.
The Aug. 15 attack saw drones allegedly
launched by Iranian-backed militias tar-
get the al-Tanf garrison used by Ameri-
can forces.

“We’re going to defend our forces no
matter when they’re attacked or where
they’re attacked. We do so at the time
and place of our choosing, and there is
no connection to the Vienna talks,” said
Grynkewich. “When we think about the
defense of our forces, that’s an inviola-
ble principle and we entirely compart-
mentalize that from other things that
might be going on politically.”

He also disavowed any notion that the
U.S. strike on Aug. 23 was related to
Israeli attacks on Syrian targets linked
to Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps at around the same time.

“We, of course, maintain a tight rela-
tionship with all of our partners in the
region. The actions that CENTCOM
(U.S. Central Command) and AFCENT
took for self-defense are entirely dis-
connected from any other actors, wheth-
er it be Israelis or anyone else, and
again, purely based on self-defense,”
said Grynkewich.

He noted the recent completion by
U.S. Central Command Commander
Gen. Erik Kurilla of an assessment of
CENTCOM, coming 90 days after Ku-
rilla took over his post. It is one Gryn-
kewich describes as “partnerships over
posture,” which portends a smaller
American troop footprint in the Middle
East.

“Certainly, there is a minimum
amount of that which we aim to keep
in the region that allow us to exercise,
to experiment, innovate with our part-
ners here,” said Grynkewich. “But the
other big thing that we’re looking at is
how do we share information, how do
we share intelligence, how do we gain
a common understanding with each
other?” HW
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Police Make Arrests in Connection
to Three Attacks on Jewish Men in

Brooklyn

(JNS) — New York City Police De-
partment Commissioner Keechant
Sewell said during a press conference
last Monday that police have made ar-
rests in connection to three hate-crimes
incidents against Chassidic Jewish men
that took place in the Brooklyn neigh-
borhood of Williamsburg earlier in Au-
gust, reported NY1.

Brooklyn resident Carrington Mad-
dox, 31, was arrested on Aug. 25 for
allegedly slapping in the face a visibly
Jewish man, 27, who was walking down
the street on Aug. 22. He was charged
with aggravated harassment and menac-
ing as a hate crime.

“No one deserves to be the victim of
such senseless, hateful violence,” said
Sewell during the press conference last
Monday, according to NY1.

A 14-year-old boy was also charged last
Monday afternoon in relation to two sepa-
rate incidents on Aug. 21 in which victims
were sprayed with a fire extinguisher.

In one case, a 66-year-old Jewish man
was approached by a group who sprayed
him with powder from a fire extinguish-
er and then punched him. The group fled
the scene following the unprovoked at-
tack. In a separate attack on Aug. 21, a
72-year-old Jewish man was approached
by a group of unidentified individuals
and sprayed with a fire extinguisher be-
fore the alleged attackers fled the scene.
No injuries were reported.

The attacks on Aug. 21 took place
minutes apart as the victims were walk-
ing to morning prayer services at their
synagogue, said police.

Sewell also announced last Monday
that there is now increased police pa-
trol near synagogues in Williamsburg in
light of the recent attacks.

“We remain focused on preven-
tion,” she said. “The NYPD takes great
pride in the work that we do each day
and night whenever and wherever hate
emerges.” HW

Are you happy with the returns on your
CDs, Savings Accounts, or Safe Money?

We have a product that

guarantees you a 4.40% return
with the chance to earn even better.

ANNUITY SPECIALIST
STEVE BAER

901.237.4207
stevenfbaer@gmail.com

As always. ..
Your long term care, life and Medicare specialist
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AND DEDICATION
TOEXCELLENCE.

® Business Entities

¢ Bankruptcy

e Corporate and Business
Transactions

® Employment and Labor

e Estate Planning and Probate

HARKAVY
SHAINBERG
KAPLAN pLc

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

¢ Health Care
¢ Land Use Planning and Zoning
e Landlord/Tenant Law
e Litigation
e Personal Injury
* Real Estate
Closing | Leasing
Lending | Foreclosure
® Taxation

6060 POPLAR AVENUE SUITE 140
MEMPHIS, TN 38119

901.761.1263

WWW.HARKAVYSHAINBERG.COM
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How Long Should You Keep Financial Records?

Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director - Investments, Wells Fargo Advisors * Questions for Mike? You can reach him at 901.761.8151 or
Michael.Stein@WellsF argoAdvisors.com * fa.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael-stein

With tax season in the rearview mirror,
this might be a good time to organize your
records. Here are some guidelines to help
decide what to keep and what to discard.
Use a shredder when discarding paper re-
cords containing confidential information,
and be sure that any electronic records are
removed through a secure deletion pro-
cess.

Tax records. Keep all personal tax
records for three years after filing your
return or two years after the taxes were
paid, whichever is later. (Different rules
apply to business taxes.) If you underre-
ported gross income by more than 25%
— not a wise decision — keep records
for six years, and for seven years if you
claimed a deduction for worthless secu-
rities or bad debt. It might be helpful to
keep your actual tax returns, W-2 forms,
and other income statements until you
begin receiving Social Security benefits.

Financial statements. You generally
have 60 days to dispute charges with
banks and credit cards, so you could dis-
card statements after two months. If you
receive an annual statement, throw out
monthly statements once you receive
the annual statement. If your statements
include tax information — for example,
you use credit-card statements to track
deductions — follow the guidelines for
tax records.

WELLS .
FARGO Advisors

Retirement plan statements. Keep
quarterly statements until you receive
your annual statement; keep annual
statements until you close the account.
Keep records of nondeductible IRA
contributions indefinitely to prove you
paid taxes on the funds.

Real estate and investment records.
Keep at least until you sell the asset. If
the sale is reported on your tax return,
follow the rules for tax records. Utility
bills can be discarded once the next bill
is received showing the previous paid
bill, unless you deduct utilities, such as
for a home office.

Loan documents. Keep documents
and proof of payment until the loan is
paid off. After that, keep proof of final
payment.

Insurance policies. Keep policy and
payment documents as long as the poli-
cy is in force.

Auto records. Keep registration and
title information until the car is sold. If
you deduct auto expenses, keep mileage
logs and receipts with your tax records.
You might keep maintenance records
for reference and to document services
to a new buyer.

Medical records. Keep records indef-
initely for surgeries, major illnesses, lab
tests, and vaccinations. Keep payment
records until you have proof of a zero

We are pleased to announce

Mike Stein

Managing Director, for being named as one
of the 2022 Premier Advisors

At Wells Fargo Advisors, we recognize the importance of
excellent service and trusted investment advice. Contact us
to learn more about our focus on helping clients achieve their

financial goals.

Mike Stein

Managing Director -Investments

6075 Poplar Ave.
Memphis,Tenn

38119

901-761-8151- Direct
901-818-1975-Fax
mikesteinmemphis.com

Investment and Insurance Products:

» NOT FDIC Insured » NO Bank Guarantee » MAY Lose Value

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member
SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.
© 2020 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All rights reserved.

CAR-0321-00866 5290982b
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balance. If you deduct medical expens-
es, keep receipts with your tax records.

Other documents you should keep in-
definitely include birth, marriage, and
death certificates; divorce decrees; cit-
izenship and military discharge papers;
and Social Security cards.

This information is not intended as tax, legal,
investment, or retirement advice or recommenda-
tions, and it may not be relied on for the purpose
of avoiding any federal tax penalties. You are en-
couraged to seek guidance from an independent
tax or legal professional. The content is derived
from sources believed to be accurate. Neither the

information presented nor any opinion expressed
constitutes a solicitation for the purchase or sale
of any security. This material was written and pre-
pared by Broadridge Advisor Solutions. © 2022
Broadridge Financial Solutions, Inc.

Investment and Insurance Products are:

Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Fed-
eral Government Agency

Not a Deposit or Other Obligation
of, or Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any
Bank Affiliate

Subject to Investment Risks, In-
cluding Possible Loss of the Principal
Amount Invested HW

Who's the one person you shouldn’t travel without?

Debbie Rosenthal
(901) 682-5600

drosenthal.dreamvacations.com

drosenthal@dreamvacations.com

901.300.3938
Available 24/7 | Licensed | Insured | Bonded

mistertree.com

—

HE EMBASSY APARTMENTS

A DATTEL REALTY PROPERTY

“‘Luxury and Location”

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

505 South Perkins Rd.
In the Heart of East Memphis

901-685-8020

1BR | 2BR | Penthouses
Utilities Included

See our floorplans

@ embassyaptsmemphis.com

National Institute
for Jewish Hospice

ACCREDITED

S.g}[ope

Hospice & Palliative Care

e —

Preparing for Life’s Final Journey

\V,

WE HONOR VETERANS

Hospice Professionals on a Mission to Serve

1125 Schilling Blvd. East, Suite 101

Collierville, TN 38017
901-560-3600
www.hospiceofhopetn.com
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Mikhail Gorbachev, Soviet Leader
Whose Reforms Included Letting
Jews Leave for Israel, Dies at 91

4

Mikhail Gorbachev, Russian Politburo member and second in line at

the Kremlin, announces the death of Soviet Defence Minister Marshal
Dmitri Ustinov, before departing from Edinburgh Airport for Russia, in
Edinburgh, Dec. 21, 1984. Gorbachev was on a week-long trip to Britain.

Credit: Bryn Colton/Getty Images

By Ron Kampeas

(JTA) — Mikhail Gorbachev, the So-
viet leader whose reforms, including
allowing massive numbers of Jews to
emigrate to Israel, changed his country
and the world, died at 91.

Russian media said Gorbachev died
last Tuesday in a Moscow hospital.

“Michail Gorbachev has died,” Rabbi
Pinchas Goldschmidt, Moscow’s chief
rabbi from 1993 until this year, said last
Tuesday on Twitter. “3 million Soviet
Jews owe him their freedom.”

It was clear when Gorbachev rose to
power in 1985 that he would be differ-
ent from his predecessors as secretary
general of the Communist Party. He was
younger, more vibrant, more open to
acknowledging where communism had
fallen short in the Soviet Union.

But his rise was at first inauspicious
for the movement that had sought for
decades to allow Jews to freely em-
igrate. The Soviet regime prevented
them from leaving and often punished
them for seeking exit at all.

The number of Jews allowed to em-
igrate in 1985 was already low, 1,140,
and slipped further to 914 in 1986. The
sense among Soviet Jewry activists was
that the new and relatively young leader
was even more regressive than his pre-
decessors.

His Western outlook seemed cosmet-
ic. Visiting Britain in 1984 as a senior
member of the Politburo, a year before
his rise to leader, he shopped and joked
— and snapped at a lawmaker who asked
him about religious restrictions, “You
govern your society, you leave us to
govern ours.”

But then in 1987, the numbers of Jews
emigrating began rising precipitously,
reaching 185,000 in 1990, spurred in part
by bold advocacy by American Jews that
made releasing their Soviet brethren a
politically wise maneuver for Gorbachev.
At the same time, Gorbachev oversaw an
end to restrictions on religious worship
and most dramatically, opened the gates
for the most famous of refuseniks and so-
called “prisoners of Zion,” or those who
had been imprisoned for their Zionist
activity, including Natan Sharansky, Ida
Nudel and Yosef Begun.

In a statement an aide delivered in
1991 at Babyn Yar, the killing field in
Ukraine where Nazis launched the fi-
nal solution seeking the annihilation of
Jews, Gorbachev condemned all forms
of antisemitism.

Gorbachev’s reforms affecting Jews
were part of a much broader revolu-
tion he led to end the Cold War, the
decades-long Soviet-U.S. standoff that
many in the west feared would heat up
into a nuclear conflict.

HebrewWatchman-print-9-8-2022.indd 9

He and U.S. President Ronald Reagan
joined in successful disarmament talks,
and Gorbachev’s policies of perestroika
(reconstruction) and glasnost (open-
ness) introduced unprecedented free-
doms of expression and organization to
the Soviet Union. He decentralized the
confederation, handing more power to
the republics in a move that would even-
tually lead to their independence.

Gorbachev resigned after a failed
coup in December 1991 that sought
his ouster. He had bested the plotters
but the economic uncertainty and the
devolution of power created a sense of
chaos and left him open to criticism that
he was no longer the right man to lead
Russia in an age of monumental trans-
formation. He slipped into the obscurity
of private life, much of which he spent
with his beloved wife, Raisa, until her
death in 1999.

Leaders of American and western
Jewish organizations surprised them-
selves after his ouster by praising the
leader of a nation they had once joined
Reagan in reviling as an evil empire.

“Though Gorbachev was late in
breaking out of the human rights gate,
the positive changes he ultimately ini-
tiated would have been unthinkable to
us in the Soviet human rights advocacy
movement a decade ago,” the Student
Struggle for Soviet Jewry, among the
most strident of advocacy groups, said
at the time.

A pocket of admiration endured in Is-
rael, where Gorbachev got a hero’s wel-
come in 1992. He got awards, honorary
degrees and, much to his bemusement, a
new breed of potato named for him.

Gorbachev delivered during that visita
nuanced assessment of the antisemitism
that had plagued his country. Antisem-
itism, he said, was “officially denied in
policy but encouraged in practice.”

“In the days of Stalin, especially after
World War II, antisemitism was intro-
duced into domestic and foreign policy,”
Gorbacheyv said. “Even after the death of
Stalin, this state of affairs continued, but
not in openly repressive forms.”

Speaking to a reporter after that
speech, he said he also regretted the re-
sults. The exodus of what by then was at
least 350,000 Jews, was, he said, a “loss
for our land and society.”

Gorbachev had not publicly com-
mented on Russia’s invasion this year
of Ukraine, formerly part of the country
he governed, although his foundation
urged its speedy end. The invasion has
cooled relations with the west that Gor-
bachev had warmed — and has spurred
yet another wave of Russian Jewish em-
igration, to Israel and elsewhere. HW

OBITUARIES
S. Richard (Sonny) Bauman

S. Richard (Sonny) Bauman passed
away in Sarasota, Florida, at the age of
91 on August 24, 2022. He is pre-de-
ceased by his wife, Elise Bauman, and
his sister, Joyce Bauman Wohlstetter. He
is survived by his wife, Felice Rosen-
thal Bauman; his children, Joyce (Don)
Friedman, Jan (Jean Pierre) Alotte and
Brett Bauman; his stepchildren David
Rosenthal (Debbie) Rosenthal, Eli-
sa (Brad) Cohen, Trevor Rosenthal
and Fabiola Alegre; his grandchildren
Linzi (Mark) Feldman, Matt Friedman;
and his” Gorgettes” Samantha (Kevin)
Rosendahl, Emily Rosenthal, Lauren
Cohen and Ally Cohen.

Anyone who ever met Sonny realized
what a special person he was! Not a
stranger to anyone, he always put others
first and was the perfect Southern Gen-
tleman. Always wearing his Duke cap
and smile, you could not miss him! His
favorite saying was “the sun will come
up tomorrow!”

Sonny was born a natural athlete;
lettering in boxing, tennis and swim-
ming at CBHS, where he was a mem-
ber of the Hall of Fame. Later he swam
for Duke University. He was a member
of the U.S. Air Force SAC represented
the Air-Force in the World Games. He

finally quit swimming at 85, when he
decided the water was too cold in the
pool. He was a life-long Memphian
and highly active in the local com-
munity. Over the years, Sonny was
appointed to many mayor’s task forc-
es for the city, he was most proud to
be a charter and board member of the
Liberty Bowl. He was also active in
the Memphis Restaurant Association
and many other organizations. Sonny
spent 21 years lobbying for Memphis
Downs Horse Track. He had great pas-
sion for Memphis Downs, as his fa-
ther and grandfather raised and raced
standard bred horses. Sonny was also
active in the Memphis Home Builders
Association where he served as presi-
dent of and co-founded the Memphis
Convention and Visitors Bureau. He
owned and operated several hotels/
motels and apartment projects. He also
owned The Coach and Four, which
many Memphians will remember with
great fondness.

He was a lifelong member of Temple
Israel. Sonny and Felice enjoyed an in-
credibly special 18 years together and
considered themselves very lucky to
have found each other. He will be great-
ly missed by all who knew him. HW

Jerome Merrill Kaplan

Jerome Merrill Kaplan, 82, passed
away peacefully August 28, 2022.

Jerome was a lifelong resident of
Memphis, graduated from Central High
School and Memphis State University.
Jerome and his wife, Sherry, owned sev-
eral successful businesses in Memphis.
They opened a men’s clothing store
“Male Call” and later created and ran
“JIM Promotions,” a family business
that still thrives today.

Jewish Comedian
‘Sex Education’

By Evelyn Frick

This first appeared on Alma. Reprint-
ed with permission.

It’s been over two years since “Schitt’s
Creek” went off the air and, like many
of us, I am languishing without Jewish
comedian Dan Levy in my life.

At first, it wasn’t so bad; the end of
2020 saw Levy starring in films like
“Coastal Elites” and “The Happiest Sea-
son,” and in 2021 he hosted “Saturday
Night Live” and voiced a character in
the Netflix show “Q-Force” — plus, news
broke that he will be hosting his own
cooking competition, “The Big Brunch.”

But 2022 hasn’t been as kind to us
Levites (a name of one of the 12 Tribes
of Israel that I'm now repurposing as
the name for fans of Dan and Eugene
Levy). So far, Dan Levy has not been
in any shows or movies, and there have
been no prospects on the horizon.

Until today.

Per The Hollywood Reporter, Dan
Levy is joining the cast of Netflix’s ac-
claimed dramedy “Sex Education” for
its fourth season!! Apparently he will be
playing Thomas Molloy, a cult author

Jerome was a member of Baron
Hirsch Synagogue. He was a member
at Memphis Jewish Community Center
and thoroughly enjoyed working out in
the gym and participating in their senior
adult lunches. He was also an avid golf-
er and loved playing the stock market.

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Ruth “Shug” Richardson, Benja-
min Kaplan and stepfather Abe Richard-
son as well as his beloved wife, Sherry
Kaplan.

He is survived by his daughters, Bren-
da (Mark) Curland, Michelle (Ed) Pow-
ell, four grandchildren, Jessica (Chris)
White, Austin Curland, Will Powell, Ali-
cia Powell and five great-grandchildren.

His funeral was held on August 30,
2022, at Baron Hirsch Cemetery. In lieu
of flowers, his family requests that memo-
rial donations be made to Baron Hirsch
Synagogue, Memphis Jewish Communi-
ty Center senior services program or to
the charity of your choice. HW

Dan Levy Is Joining

Credit: Thomas Woods/Netflix

at a prestigious U.S. university who tu-
tors main character Maeve. (At the end
of season three, we learned that Maeve
was accepted to a study abroad program
in the States.)

Levy took to social media to an-
nounce his role in the show, calling it
“VERY serious news.”

While Levy is not the first Jew on
“Sex Education” (Jewish actress Jemima
Kirke had a featured role in season three
as headmistress Hope Haddon), here’s
hoping that the latest season of the hilar-
ious, progressive and sexy show will get
an infusion of Jewish humor! HW

8/31/22 6:28 PM



PAGE 10 | SEPTEMBER 8, 2022

THE HEBREW WATCHMAN | hebrewwatchman.com

A Fifty-Year Waltz, and Counting

Editor’s note:

This story is being
reprinted in memory
of Ted Roberts in
appreciation of his
longtime service

as a newspaper
columnist.

By Ted Roberts

It was only a Junior Congregation
Dance at Beth El Emeth Synagogue.
But in Memphis, Tennessee, on a Sat-
urday night in 1946, what choices did a
16-year-old have except for the picture
show. And if you liked popcorn with
your movie, an evening at the Rialto
Palace could set you back 25 cents. The
Synagogue Dance was free.

But Betty Grable and Ty Power
awaited us at the Rialto Palace. The Ju-
nior Congregation Dance, on the other
hand, featured Rhea Mendel and Mar-
sha Klodkin with a supporting cast of
the Sunday School graduating class. I'd
seen that show. Then I reminded myself
that alongside the dance floor, there’d be
a short oilcloth covered table with plates
of sticky donuts and sugar cookies. The
equivalent of free popcorn. Whatta bar-
gain. So, I went to the dance in the syn-
agogue basement.

Good idea. Because, besides Mendel

and Klodkin and the crowd of extras
who had overindulged for years on sug-
ar cookies, there was a new star in the
constellation of cuties that moved and
grooved on the synagogue circuit. And
as the poet says, she was a dove with
dove’s eyes.

Around, between, and behind the
Sunday School graduating class, I
watched her cautiously. I was so stunned
by this newcomer that every platitude
known to smitten suitors leaped into
my consciousness all at once, headed by
“Where have YOU been!!” This was the
evening star peeping between the clouds
of the Sunday School graduating class.

But nothing about our first meeting
would have inspired Jackie Collins or
Danielle Steele. It was more of a Lou-
isa May Alcott moment. There was the
usual third grade dialogue, which was
beneath us since we were almost in high
school and should have done better.

“Hi.”

“Hello.”

“Wanta dance?”

“I guess.”

Not exactly zingy. But my radar screen
lit up and my heart shrieked, TARGET!
TARGET! TARGET! Easy does it, I
thought. Be the patient tortoise who won
the gold: not the herky jerky hare.

I remember trying to impress her with
my maturity and adult conventionality

Insights From Israel

Herzl is Home

By Howard Weisband

It’s an old story, yet a new one, and
constantly a renewing one.

At the end of August 1897, in the
first days of the Hebrew month of Elul,
following the First Zionist Conference
in Basel, Switzerland, Theodor Herzl
wrote in his diary:

“Were I to sum up the Basel Con-
gress in a word — which I shall guard
against pronouncing publicly - it
would be this: At Basel, I founded the
Jewish state. If I said this out loud to-
day 1 would be greeted by universal
laughter. In five years perhaps, and
certainly in 50 years, everyone will
perceive it.”’

Herzl’s prophecy became reality on
May 15, 1948, the 5th of Iyyar, when
David Ben-Gurion read publicly the
Declaration of Independence, which in-
cluded:

We, the members of the National
Council, representing the Jewish peo-
ple in Palestine and the Zionist move-
ment of the world... hereby proclaim
the establishment of the Jewish State
in Eretz Yisrael, to be called Israel.

Though Herzl had done hefty political
and diplomatic work, met much oppo-
sition, and wrote his classic “The Jew-
ish State” all in advance, in a very real

sense it all began in Basel. It was there
that 208 delegates from 17 countries
voted to work together to establish “a
publicly and legally assured home” for
the Jewish people in Palestine.

As I write this column, some 1,400
delegates, leaders, journalists, and entre-
preneurs, from 40 countries are meeting
once again in Basel, in celebratory fash-
ion, in the very same hall, commemo-
rating the 125th anniversary of the First
Zionist Congress. The meetings have
been convened by today’s World Zionist
Organization (WZO), which itself was
created by the Zionist Congress in 1897.

The iconic picture of Herzl on his
hotel balcony in a visionary pose over-
looking the Rhine River is being reprint-
ed again and again in the press, online,
and within social media, this time with
many current delegates posing as if they
themselves were Herzl. The most strik-
ing of these is that of the President of Is-
rael, Isaac Herzog, whose father Chaim
Herzog and a former Israel President did
the same.

President Herzog provided the key-
note address. He stated: “Zionism is the
ideal combination of Judaism’s deepest
roots with ground-breaking innovation
and entrepreneurial spirit.”

by remarking that the dance floor was
slippery; because only an hour ago the
basement floor, which we called the so-
cial hall floor, had been the dining room
floor. And it still retained smidgens of
pastrami droppings. “Gotta be careful,
you could slip and turn your ankle,” I re-
marked. (Forty years later I made her the
same speech about getting out of the tub
—only this time I worried about her hip.

Six or seven couples glided across
that treacherous oily floor. The juke box
watched and churned out hymns to ro-
mantic love, not lust. Inside, we bubbled
like an agitated fifth of champagne. But
the culture alchemized lust into some-
thing mildly civilized: like the Hoover
Dam tames that rampaging river into a
force that lights our lamps.

So, we danced carefully, under the
baleful eyes of armies of chaperones.
Only two dance forms were available to
us: the hi-speed frenetic jitterbug, defi-
nitely not for lovers or talkers: and the
walk-to-the-music-around-the ~ dance-
floor. Great for lovers because it al-
lowed hand-holding and back touching.
It was also OK to let your eyes flame
with passion — if you knew how to do
it without looking goofy. The walk-to-
the-music was my choice since it also
allowed me to show off my conversa-
tional skills about slippery dance floors
and other hot topics that fascinated the

In that one sentence, he seems to have
summarized Israel as The Jewish State
and Israel as the Start-Up Nation.

Much commentary is being written
about the current celebration in Basel.
Some of the more perceptive comments
that I read were found in an article by
Maayan Hoffman in the Jewish News
Syndicate (JNS). Prof. Yedidia Z. Stern,
head of the Jewish People Policy Insti-
tute, told JNS that “the spirit was very
optimistic, despite the fact that many of
us feel that Jewish identity outside of Is-
rael is eroding.” He cautioned that “the
Congress is a symbolic gathering where
people talk. But we should take the next
step.” For example, he highlighted a
pressing need for the U.S. and Israeli
Jewish communities — the two largest
communities in the world — to work to-
gether more effectively for a common
future.”

Yedidia’s comments, Israel, and Herzl
all reignited a personal, recent vignette.
I was with a first-time visitor (not from
Memphis) to Israel, walking the streets
of Jerusalem. This was a gentleman,
an accomplished professional, well
educated, a traveller and speaker at in-
ternational conferences. Though not a
Jewish leader, he observed in his own
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young ladies of the synagogue circuit.

The two-armed torso clutch was only
practiced in dimly lit dives. Definitely
out. After all this was the synagogue
basement.

Looking back fifty years to that dance
in the basement of the Beth El Emeth
Synagogue, I marvel. I was wise beyond
my years. Somehow, I knew this was
a marathon not a hundred-yard dash.
We’ve danced demurely now for more
than half a century. May it continue.

The syndicated humor of Ted, the Scrib-
bler on the roof, has appeared in newspa-
pers around the U.S., on National Public
Radio, and numerous websites. HW

way Jewish holidays and attended syn-
agogue services albeit not regularly. He
himself chose to visit Israel. He asked
me about a building he saw in Jerusalem
that had been reconstructed, where ev-
ery stone had a number on it. I explained
that was the Stern House and its histori-
cal significance, that the stones were put
back into place exactly as they originat-
ed, because that was the place that Herzl
lodged in Jerusalem in 1898 during his
only visit to Eretz Yisrael.

The visitor questioned: “Who was
Herzl?”

Though I answered, I was stunned.
Where had we failed?

Yes, Herzl is home, first in Basel, now
in Israel.

But we still have so much work to do
toward building a common future.

Howard Weisband served as Assistant
Executive Director (1975-77) and Ex-
ecutive Director (1977-84) of the Mem-
phis Jewish Federation. Following Ali-
yah with his family in 1986, he served as
Secretary General of the Jewish Agency
for Israel through 1997, and then in
other senior professional positions in
Israel. Now retired, he and Kayla live in
Jerusalem. He can be reached at hweis-
band@ gmail.com HW

Muslim Man in France Turns Himself in After Murdering Jewish
Roommate with

N

French police on patrol.
Credit: Wikimedia Commons.
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(JNS) — A Jewish man was murdered
in France by his Muslim roommate, the
National Bureau of Vigilance against An-
ti-Semitism (BNVCA) said last Monday.

The murder reportedly took place in
Longperrier, France, on Aug. 20. The
victim was 34-year-old Eyal Haddad
from Djerba, Tunisia, whose family
lives in Beersheva, Israel.

“The assassination was committed
by a Muslim suspect. The concern is

heightened by the silence surrounding
this case,” according to a statement ob-
tained by 124 News.

The suspect, Mohamed Dridi, report-
edly said that Haddad owed him $100,
but ultimately confessed that he killed
Haddad with an ax and burned his face
because he is a Jew, 124 News reported.

The body was found in a wooded area
after his family from Israel called Dridi
to check on Haddad, who then turned

himself in to police and told authorities
where the body was located, reported
the Jewish Press.

“A Jewish man was brutally murdered
in #France and reports indicate that #an-
ti-Semitism may be a factor,” tweeted
the Anti-Defamation League. “We sup-
port @Le_CRIF and the entire French
Jewish community in demanding that
police fully investigate whether the mur-
derer had anti-Semitic motives.” HW
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Two Additional ‘New
York Times' Freelancers
Caught Praising

Hitler and Palestinian

Terrorism

(JNS) — The New York Times has
come under fire again for hiring free-
lancers with a history of anti-Semitic
social-media posts.

Weeks ago, the paper severed ties
with producer and fixer Fady Hanona,
who repeatedly espoused anti-Semitic
and anti-Israel hostility and spoke fa-
vorably of Adolf Hitler.

The watchdog site HonestReporting’s
investigation of Hanona uncovered so-
cial-media posts calling for the killing
of Jews “wherever they are: children,
elderly people and soldiers.” Hanona
wrote: “The Jews are sons of the dogs,
and I am in favor of killing them and
burning them, like Hitler did to them.
I would be extremely happy.” The post
was accompanied by two smiling emo-
jis.

The Times claimed it had only en-
gaged with Hanona “in recent weeks”
and was no longer doing so.

Now, HonestReporting has uncovered
similar posts by two more freelancers.

Palestinian filmmaker Soliman Hijjy,
who contributed to the 7imes between
2018 and 2021, shared a photo of him-
self with a caption that roughly trans-
lates as “in a state of harmony as Hitler
was during the Holocaust.” In a 2012
Facebook post, Hijjy wrote: “How great
you are, Hitler.” The Times has pub-

lished Hijjy’s work covering the Israe-
li-Palestinian conflict.

Freelance photographer Hosam Sa-
lem, who appears to be actively con-
tributing to the Times, has expressed
support for the terrorist group Hamas,
which rules the Gaza Strip.

According to HonestReporting, Sa-
lem expressed joy over the 2014 Har
Nof massacre in Jerusalem, in which
two Palestinian terrorists murdered four
rabbis, including three Israeli-Amer-
icans, at a synagogue before killing a
Druze police officer. Salem also praised
Hamas’s capture of the body of IDF
soldier Oron Shaul, who was killed in
2014’s “Operation Protective Edge.”
Additionally, he applauded Hamas ter-
rorism and “called for more violence”
after an attack killed two IDF soldiers in
Judea and Samaria.

As recently as last year, Salem report-
edly eulogized Gazan suicide bombers
Mohammed Salem and Nabil Masoud,
whose 2004 attacks on the Israeli port
city of Ashdod killed 10 Israelis and led
to the cancellation of a summit between
the Israeli and Palestinian prime minis-
ters.

According to HonestReporting, a
Times spokesperson said the paper was
looking into the two freelancers’ so-
cial-media history. HW

Oregon’s Swastika Mountain

Will Soon Be Renamed

A view of the Umpqua National Forest in Oregon, the home of Swastika

Mountain. Credit: Public domain
By Andrew Lapin

(JTA) — Fifty miles southeast of Eu-
gene, Oregon, reaching an elevation
of more than 4,000 feet, lies Swastika
Mountain.

It’s unknown how many Jews have
climbed it. But the unfortunate name,
nearly a century old, will likely soon be
replaced thanks to the efforts of a local
resident.

According to Willamette Week, res-
ident Joyce McClain discovered the
mountain’s existence last year and pe-
titioned the volunteer-run Oregon Geo-
graphic Names Board to change it. At
a meeting this month, the board said it
would support a name change to Mount
Halo, named after Chief Halito, who
led the area’s Indigenous Yoncalla Ka-
lapuya tribe in the 1800s.

The name change is pending tribal
approval, but could be implemented as
soon as next year.

The history of Swastika Mountain
predates Nazi Germany. It was named
after the now-defunct town of Swasti-
ka, which in turn acquired its name be-
cause a local rancher used to brand his

cattle with the symbol. Before the Na-
zis turned the swastika into a globally
recognized symbol of hate, it signified
good fortune and well-being in Hindu-
ism, Buddhism and Jainism.

The saga of Swastika Mountain is
hardly the first time people have sought
a name change for a local landmark
named after the symbol. In 2017, the
town of Puslinch in Ontario, Cana-
da, voted against renaming a privately
owned road called “Swastika Trail,” de-
spite the advocacy of groups including
B’nai B’rith Canada. The battle over
Swastika Trail continued for years, with
a court ruling in 2019 against efforts to
force the town to change the name. The
Canadian House of Commons taking
up the cause in 2021, but the name still
stands today, as does the name of the
small town of Swastika, Ontario.

On the opposite end of the spectrum,
an effort in 1933 to change the name of
a “Swastika Avenue” in Montreal was
opposed by a Jewish alderman at the
time, who said, “The name is carried by
a lane, which is quite appropriate to the
name... It is infested with rats.” HW
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