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Memphis Jewish Community Center Maccabi Delegation
Receives 14 Medals

The Memphis Jewish Community
Center sent a delegation of 17 athletes
to the JCC Maccabi Games in San Di-
ego, California, July 31-August 5. The
Memphis delegation joined over 1600
Jewish teen athletes from communities
across the United States, Canada, Isra-
el, Mexico and Bulgaria, for a magical
week of Jewish sport, community and

peoplehood. What made this year’s
games even more special was the re-
turn of the JCC Maccabi Games after a
two-year hiatus due to COVID and the
inauguration this year of JCC Maccabi
Access for Jewish teens with cognitive
and developmental disabilities as part of
the games.

Unforgettable Jewish memories and

connections were made in San Diego,
and everywhere you looked there were
smiles all around as the MJCC partic-
ipants enjoyed the time of their lives.
Memphis was well represented, and our
athletes gave it their all. The MJCC re-
ceived a total of 14 medals at this year’s
games, including three for swimmers
Ethan Vanderwalde and Sam Cohen,
who collectively received three medals
— a gold, silver, and bronze. The boys
14-and-under basketball team, which
included Alan Hamburger, Jack Kampf,
Benjamin Freiden, Riley Kaminsky, Ari
Usdan, Jonah Siegel, William Jolly and
Max Levy, won a silver medal at this
year’s games under the coaching leader-
ship of Jonah Wexler. MJCC delegation
member Sarah Kahane won seven med-
als in dance, including four gold, two
silver and one bronze. The JCC Mac-
cabi Games also awards special recog-
nition medals throughout the games,
and the MJCC was excited that two of
its coaches, Joe Galloway and Hayley
Levy, were awarded this prestigious
medal as well as one of its athletes, Sar-
ah Kahane. Mazal tov to all of the ath-
letes and coaches for their outstanding
achievements!

As the Memphis teens arrived home

they not only shared details of their
sports triumphs and medal wins, but
many equally shared incredible stories
of sportsmanship, camaraderie, com-
munity, inclusion and giving back, all
of which are rooted in the six official
JCC Maccabi Midot (Values) of Rina
(Joy), Kavod (Respect), Ga’ava (Pride),
Tikkun Olam (Repairing the World),
Amiyut Yehudit (Jewish Peoplehood),
and Lev Tov (Open-Hearted). Rosalyn
Knox, one of the MJCC’s assistant di-
rectors and the delegation head for the
Memphis Maccabi Delegation reflected,
“it was special to watch the teens expe-
riencing what it means to be a part of
a Jewish Olympic-style experience that
is truly so much more than just sports.
This experience created Jewish connec-
tions and memories that will last a life-
time.”

Even though this year’s games have
just ended, the Memphis Jewish Com-
munity Center is already looking ahead
to next year’s JCC Maccabi Games
scheduled to take place in Fort Lauder-
dale, Florida, August 6-11, 2023. For
more information on next summer’s
games, you can contact MJICC Assis-
tant Director Rosalyn Knox at rknox@
jeecmemphis.org or 901-259-9210. HW

MHA F YOS Starts NewSchool Year with Record Breaking Enrollment

MHA first graders w:th their General Studies teachers Ms. Pam Buchwalter

and Ms. Lauren Lashlee
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By Jessica Baum Sukhodolsky

On Wednesday, August 17, MHA-
FYOS started the school year with 43
new students — for a grand total of 216
students.

The first day of school began as Pre-k
- 8th grade students were greeted on
Wednesday morning by administrators
and PTA volunteers, who took first-day
pictures of the students and provided
a delicious staff breakfast. Students in
the high school began the day with dav-
ening and a welcome breakfast. They
ended the day with ice breaker activities
to acquaint the new students with their
peers.

The school’s Parent/Teacher Associ-

ation created many exciting welcome
programs for the new families includ-
ing new student welcome bags and new
family Shabbat bags that included Ric-
ki’s challah, chipsticks and wine. The
bags were delivered to the new fami-
lies” homes by students. The PTA also
held a Back-to-School Barbecue in the
MHA Moss Gym and newly remodeled
Lunchroom, where parents and students
enjoyed a delicious dinner to celebrate
the beginning of a new school year.
“Our enrollment has grown by 27 per-
cent in the last five years,” said MHA-

(See Enrollment Page 3)
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Cookbook Author and Food Blogger
to Headline Pre-Rosh Hashanah
Women’s Gourmet Dinner at Chabad
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Chabad Women’s Circle has selected
cookbook author Rivky Kleiman, who is
also a recipe columnist and kosher food
blogger, to headline their annual pre-Ro-
sh Hashanah Dinner & Cooking Demon-
stration, to be held on Monday, Septem-
ber 12 at 7 p.m. at the Chabad Center for
Jewish Life, 2570 Kirby Parkway.

The evening will include a full gour-
met dinner including appetizer, entree
and dessert, with a cooking demonstra-
tion by Rivky Kleiman and inspirational
thoughts about Rosh Hashanah by Mrs.
Rivky Klein, co-director of Chabad of
Tennessee. Recipes, ideas and food
preparation tips for the holiday as well
as year-round, will also be shared.

Rivky Kleiman is Brooklyn born and
bred. She remembers being her moth-
er’s sous chef at a very young age. Her
mother had attended culinary school
before pursuing a career in medicine,
which resulted in Rivky’s cutting edge,
gourmet style. Her creativity in the
kitchen was honed during her mother’s
schooling. By the time she was in the 8th
grade, salads, baking and desserts were
totally her domain. Rivky got married
and taught for many years as her pas-
sion in the kitchen never abated. Rivky

Cookbook Author Rivky Kleiman with her latest cookbooks.
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authored two very popular cookbooks
titled “Simply Gourmet” and “Simply.”
She also co-authored the wildly popular
Bais Yaakov cookbook and was regu-
lary featured in Mishpacha magazine’s
“Family Table.” Rivky likes to classify
her style as simple gourmet that is do-
able for all, no matter what level. Rivky
resides in Lakewood, New Jersey, with
her husband and family.

“Whether feeding a family on a busy
weeknight, preparing a Shabbos meal
or a holiday dinner for 20, Rivky, will
share tips and advice that you can use in
your home” said Mrs. Rivky Klein. “I’m
really excited about this year’s program.
We get to talk to Rivky, watch her pre-
pare her recipes as she shares her exper-
tise and enjoy an evening of gourmet
food, laughter, and wonderful desserts.
And you will come away with new ideas
and empowered to impress.”

The cost for the evening is $36 and in-
cludes dinner. Women and girls should
RSVP by registering online at www.
jewishmemphis.com/dinner by Septem-
ber 8, or by calling Rivky Klein at 901-
219-7004. You can pre-order Rivky’s
cookbooks on the registration page and
have them signed by the author. HW
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Congressman Cohen Announces 52

Million in Homeland Security Grants
Six Memphis non-profit organizations share $767,399 in grant funding

Congressman Steve Cohen (TN-09), a
senior member of the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure, last week an-
nounced U.S. Department of Homeland
Security Port Security Grants to the City
of Memphis ($398,250), the Memphis
and Shelby County Port Commission
($638,769) and Shelby County Govern-
ment ($238,078), totaling $1,273,095.

In addition, six Memphis institutions
received Department of Homeland Se-
curity Nonprofit Security grants: Mar-
golin Hebrew Academy-Feinstone Ye-
shiva of the South ($150,000); Memphis
Assembly Hall of Jehovah’s Witness
($135,000); Memphis Jewish Commu-

nity Center ($46,000); Memphis Jewish
Federation ($136,400); Temple Israel
($150,000); and Young Israel of Mem-
phis ($149,999), totaling $767,399.

Congressman Cohen made the fol-
lowing statement:

“Memphis’ busy waterways are an
important economic engine for the Mid-
South region. These investments in port
security assure unimpeded commercial
access and create good-paying jobs.

“There have been too many attacks on
houses of worship, and these nonprofit
security grants for places susceptible to
terrorism are an important tool to protect
people and assure public safety.” HW

Sitth Announcement

Lele and Aryeh Roberts are the proud
parents of a daughter born July 12,
2022, in Melbourne, Australia.

Grandparents are Sharon and Russell
Roberts of Jerusalem, Israel, and Deena and

Max Kaltmann of Melbourne, Australia.
Great-grandmothers are Barbara Kupfer of
Worcester, Massachusetts, Shirley Roberts
of Huntsville, Alabama, and Shulamit Kal-
mann of Melbourne, Australia. HW
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Beginning September 11: Temple
Israel’s Virtual Adult Hebrew Classes

It is never too late to start learning He-
brew or brush up on what you once knew.

For six years, Barbara Mansberg has
taught Temple Israel University’s He-
brew Class, also known as Adult Ulpan.
Her knowledge and experience make
learning Hebrew fun and easy. Aleph,
the introductory class, is open to all and
the perfect place to start for a quick re-
fresh or to begin your Hebrew journey.
Hebrew classes are held on Zoom be-
ginning September 11,2022 — you don’t
even have to leave your house!

“I have always loved learning new
things, so when I read about the virtual
Hebrew class at Temple, I was excited,”
said Deedee Perel. “Barbara Mansberg
has made learning to read Hebrew fun.
Not only does Barbara help us learn to

pronounce and ‘speak,’ but she also ex-
plains the history behind many of the
customs and pronunciations, teaches us
the background of prayers and makes
the class come alive. I am amazed and
thrilled that each week I can read more
and more quickly.”

Carolyn Mizne never learned Hebrew
as a child but began learning at the age
of 73 in the Adult Ulpan class at Temple
Israel. “I am finding new meaning in the
prayers, and the best part may be that I
am able to tell my children to never be-
lieve they are too old to learn something
new.”

For more information on the interme-
diate and advanced classes or to regis-
ter, please contact Rabbi Jeff Dreifus at
rabbijeff@timemphis.org. HW

Troop 25 Hosts Cookout on

September 11

If you liked the archery at Temple Is-
rael in April, you will love this cookout
that will introduce families with youth
to the adventures of scouting.

Cub Scout Pack 25 includes boys
and girls k-5th grade, while Boy Scout
Troop 25 includes boys 10 and 1/2
years-through 17 years old.

This Temple Israel group is recruit-
ing youth who want an adventure. Cub
scouting gives famiies an opportunity to
make memories with your child while
they grow up. Time you can’t get back.
Enjoy hikes, camping, campfires, skits,
songs and a whole lot more, all while
making new friends and learning im-
portant life skills.

Temple’s Troop 25 has been active
for 108 years. Throughout the years
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they have gone hiking, canoeing, rifle
and shotgun shooting, camping, built
campfires, cooked over a fire with and
without utensils, as well as learned life
skills, all while having lots of fun.

Have your whole family join us for a
hotdog/hamburger (beef or vegi) lunch
at Temple Israel on Sunday, Sept. 11, at
noon immediately after religious school.

Guests may participate in several
games and an obstacle course run by
the Troop 25 scouts, while parents learn
more about the programs. Older youth
can learn more about the troop while in-
teracting with the scouts.

To learn more about Cub Scouts and
Boy Scouts, contact Troop 25 Com-
mittee Chairman Dr. Mark Clemons at
Markpclem@aol.com. HW

Enrollment...
(Continued From Page 1)

FYOS Director of Recruitment and
Marketing Jessica Baum Sukhodolsky.
“We’re thrilled to have so many new
students, and we can’t wait to see what
this year has in store.”

MHA-FYOS Head of School Rab-
bi Yisroel Weiner shared, “After many
weeks away for the summer, our stu-
dents acclimated to their new teachers
and classrooms and renewed connec-
tions with their classmates — both old
and new — so well. Everyone is very
excited to be back in school. This year
promises to be fantastic!”

In addition to welcoming several new
students in the lower school, the school
has 11 new dorm students in the girls’
and boys’ dorms. The Goldie Margolin
School for Girls and Cooper Yeshiva
High School for Boys welcomed stu-
dents from St. Louis, Denver, Orlan-
do, Phoenix, New York City and even
international students from Belarus and
Canada.

MHA-FYOS has so much to look
forward to this year. This past summer,
the school held the Grand Opening for
the Mary Pikelny Innovation Center, a
3500-square-foot center, which features
a Think Tank, a top-of-the-line Science
Lab, a fully equipped Art Studio, and an
outdoor classroom. On September 11, it
will formally dedicate the beautiful Irby
and Bernice Cooper Beit Midrash. Addi-
tionally, the school’s faculty has grown,
and the junior high and high school have
expanded their math, science and Judaic
studies curricula. Stay tuned for excit-
ing announcements from MHA-FYOS
throughout the school year! HW
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Jimmy Ringel — My Jewish Journey

Jimmy Ringel

In the periodic Jewish Foundation of
Memphis and Memphis Jewish Feder-
ation series My Jewish Journey, com-
munity members share the story of their
personal relationship with Judaism and
Jewish identity. Told their way and in
their words, these stories are as unique
and distinct from each other as the sto-
rytellers themselves, and together will
begin to tell the colorful and multi-tex-
tured story of Jewish Memphis.

Today, I am deeply engaged with the
Memphis Jewish community, volunteer-
ing as a lay leader with local organiza-
tions as much as my schedule allows.
I’'m a Memphis Jewish Federation board
member and serve as co-chair of its An-
nual Community Campaign and have a
clear understanding of the many ways
Federation supports every person and
place in Jewish Memphis in some way.
I am also an active member of Temple
Israel and a former board member, as
well as a past president of Plough Tow-
ers. But I often think of the path that led
me here, and I am now able to track the
course of my Jewish journey.

It began during a three-year period in

the early 1970s, when I was between the
ages of 7 to 10 years old. It was during
this time that I first became aware of
my Judaism and began to understand
its meaning to my family, the role that
Memphis played in being Jewish, as well
as our place in the overall world. Specifi-
cally, a series of events — some that were
seminal moments in history, and some
that were more personal — combined
to influence me as to the importance of
Judaism and the need to ultimately be
active. Upon reflection, the lessons I
learned then — 50 years ago — still reso-
nate today in our families, in the Mem-
phis Jewish community and abroad.

Three events, which occurred in 1972
and 1973, highlighted to me how vul-
nerable we were as Jews. During my
first summer of playing JCC T-Ball in
the summer of 1972, all of the teams
were pulled from the field one Sunday
afternoon to gather with many in the
Jewish community at the southeast side
of the JCC to dedicate the Holocaust
memorial, which still stands to this day.

This was the first time that I had heard
of the Holocaust, and I remember being
confused when my parents explained
to me that week that Jews were killed
in Europe during World War II simply
for being Jewish. Two months later, as
I was just becoming a sports fan, I was
glued to the Munich Summer Olympics
when the 11 Israeli athletes were killed
by Palestinian terrorists. Again, this was
a jarring development, and I remember
my parents being very upset over the
tragedy.

One of the hostages, American David
Berger, was originally from the town
of Shaker Heights, Ohio, before mak-
ing aliyah — the same suburb of Cleve-
land where my parents grew up before
moving to Memphis. In fact, my grand-
mother knew David Berger’s mother.
This news made a worldwide tragedy
seem to be more personal and identifi-

able to me.

Finally, a year later, Israel was at-
tacked on Yom Kippur, and the entire
Memphis Jewish community rallied
to support Israel in its fight for surviv-
al. Attending a carnival organized by
friends of my sister, Betsy, as a fund-
raiser for Israel, I was now part of the
effort. At this time, I was a student at
a Christian elementary school, and I re-
alized that my non-Jewish friends were
not affected by these events. The lessons
that I learned were that — yes, we were a
small vulnerable minority in the world.
However, we were also tough, and we
supported each other passionately both
in Memphis and abroad.

During this time, my family began
to celebrate Passover with some of my
parents’ best friends — Judy and Morris
Kriger, and their family. As we didn’t
have any relatives in Memphis, the
Krigers were among our local family,
and celebrating Passover Seders with
them became a very fun and meaningful
tradition that we looked forward to ev-
ery year. From this, I realized that while
Judaism could be serious, it could also
be festive and fun with your family and
with friends.

A couple of years later, my mother
began to work at what is now known
as the Wendy & Avron B. Fogelman
Jewish Family Service. Soon after the
Vietnam War ended in 1975, JFS was a
participating agency in the effort to help
Vietnamese refugees relocate to Mem-
phis and begin a new life. During the
summer of 1975, Mom dragged my sis-
ter, brother and me to the airport to wel-
come the refugees to Memphis, and then
to help them move into apartments with
supplies. These people didn’t know any-
one in town, didn’t speak English and
didn’t have anything. Mom explained
to us that as Jews, we gave back, help-
ing not only our own but other people
who were also in need. Besides, she

explained, the Vietnamese refugees
weren’t all that different from my rela-
tives — specifically my grandfather and
his siblings — who moved to the United
States from Hungary in the aftermath of
World War I in the early 1920s.

Fast forward from my life as a young
kid in the 1970s to my life as an adult
today. The Memphis Jewish community
that impacted my formative years is just
as active today. In fact, most of the local
agencies and institutions have impact-
ed my family throughout our entire life
cycle. My family continues to worship
at Temple Israel, and my kids attended
their preschool and kindergarten. The
JCC continues to represent a focal point
of Memphis Jewish life. Growing up in
Memphis, my two sons experienced a
Jewish Memphis that is in many ways
even better than the one I experienced —
they played sports at the JCC and went
to camp there. They also had the oppor-
tunity to attend the Bornblum Jewish
Community School, which didn’t exist
when I was a kid.

Thanks to Memphis Jewish Federa-
tion’s Lemsky Endowment Fund, they
were able to visit Israel on BBYO pro-
grams while in high school. My father
recently was at Memphis Jewish Home
& Rehab to rehab a broken leg. Other
friends have depended on Plough Tow-
ers, or even the Fogelman Jewish Fam-
ily Service to be there for them during
times of need. We all know the expres-
sion, “To whom much is given, much
is expected.” The Memphis Jewish
community is an incredibly unique and
special community. We are blessed and
fortunate to have a community that is
giving, connected, spiritual and fun. In
one way or another, every Jew in Mem-
phis has benefited from this community.
Ultimately, it’s up to us to protect our
community so that it’s here for the next
generation of Jewish Memphians to ex-
perience these same benefits. HW

Memphis-Based Highland Capital Management, LLC Supports
Jewish Memphis Through Federation, Foundation

i,

Steve Wishnia

“Highland Capital Management, LLC
always wants to make sure that we give
to institutions who act as careful stew-
ards of the community’s money by con-
sistently making a positive impact,” said
Steve Wishnia, CEO of Highland Capi-
tal, a wealth management company that
has been providing investment advisory
services to clients since he founded it in
1987. “When we give, it’s to partners

who have a mission that we agree with
and lines up with our company’s morals.”

In 2021, Highland Capital became
an official Corporate Partner of Jewish
Community Partners, which manages
the Jewish Foundation of Memphis and
Memphis Jewish Federation. By invest-
ing in efforts to serve the Jewish com-
munity in Memphis, as well as those in
Israel and around the world, Highland
Capital demonstrates a profound com-
mitment to tikkun olam.

“The work that non-profit organiza-
tions do is essential for strong, vibrant,
well-balanced communities. Non-prof-
its exist to meet needs, and the best of
them do their work in ways no other or-
ganization or program ever could,” said
Steve. “Federation and Foundation have
a symbiotic relationship through Jewish
Community Partners, working together
to improve, enrich, and empower Jew-
ish lives around the world, but most im-
portantly for us our friends and neigh-
bors in Memphis. This city’s amazing

Jewish community is important to us,
which is why we choose to support JCP
as Corporate Partners.”

Dedicated to the practice of investment
management, Highland Capital has of-
fices throughout Tennessee, Florida and
Alabama, all run from its Memphis head-
quarters. Nearing its 40th anniversary,
Highland Capital currently has more than
$3 billion in assets under management.

“We’re only able to support this won-
derful Jewish community because of
donors’ support of what we do,” said Se-
nior Philanthropic Officer & Executive
Vice President of the Jewish Founda-
tion of Memphis Sheri Gadberry. “This
is true of the donors who hold funds at
the Foundation and of those who make
gifts to Federation’s Annual Communi-
ty Campaign. Corporate Partners like
Highland Capital are an important part
of this dynamic, and we are grateful for
their contributions to our shared goals.”

In addition to the company’s formal
Corporate Partnership, Highland Cap-

ital team members find other ways to
support Federation and Foundation.
Many of their staff make family gifts
to Federation’s Annual Community
Campaign and hold Foundation Donor
Advised Funds. Senior Vice President
of Private Wealth Scott Notowich also
serves on the Memphis Jewish Federa-
tion Board of Directors as its Vice Chair
of Israel & Overseas.

“What inspires me are the non-profits
doing important work that other agen-
cies can’t,” said Scott. “Highland Capi-
tal chooses to support Memphis Jewish
Federation and the Jewish Foundation
of Memphis because of their ability to
empower engaged community mem-
bers to make a difference locally. For
example, Federation’s educational pro-
gramming and senior services are vital
community resources. And Foundation
Funds support non-profit efforts all over
the country, but with a heavy emphasis
on the Memphis Jewish community.
Our support is a no-brainer.” HW

Cyprus to Acquire Iron Dome Missile-Defense System from Israel

(JNS) — Cyprus has reached a deal
to purchase from Israel the Iron Dome
missile-defense system, Kathimerini re-
ported last Friday.

According to the report, the deal has
been finalized, although the number of
batteries purchased and their estimated
delivery date remain unknown.

Jerusalem and Nicosia have reported-
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ly been holding talks about the agree-
ment since at least early 2021.

Kathimerini reported that while Cy-
prus has U.S.-made short-range air-de-
fense systems, the Cypriot National
Guard insisted on acquiring Iron Dome
to meet its “operational demands.”

The paper cited growing concern in
Cyprus over Turkish aggression amid

ongoing tensions over contested gas de-
posits in the Eastern Mediterranean.
Turkish forces invaded Cyprus in
1974; nine years later, the Turkish Re-
public of Northern Cyprus, which con-
trols the northeastern section of the is-
land nation, declared independence.
The head of Cyprus’s military made
his first official visit to Israel in March,

during which he “visitfed] an Iron
Dome air-defense system battery,”
according to an IDF statement at the
time.

In June, IDF Chief of Staff Lt. Gen.
Aviv Kochavi traveled to Cyprus to take
part in a joint military drill. The same
month, the two countries signed several
defense export agreements. HW
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Federation, Foundation, JCP 2022
Leadership Retre

at

i | WITH YOUR -
il Support “€

On Sunday, August 14, board members for Memphis Jewish Federation,
Jewish Foundation of Memphis, and their managing organization Jewish
Community Partners gathered for the 2022 Board Retreat. With the
purpose of deepening board members’ understanding of the synergistic
work of Federation and Foundation, driven by support from JCP, the
four-hour inspiring retreat combined presentations, interactive exercises,
breakouts, and roundtable conversations to empower lay leaders to be as
effective as possible in their important roles. Margolin Hebrew Academy/
Feinstone Yeshiva of the South’s new Mary Pikelny Innovation Center was
packed with amazing technology that helped the JCP team share highly
detailed information, in high volume. HW

THE ;:MBASS APARTMENTS

DATTEL REALTY PROPERTY

“Luxury and Location”

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
901-685-8020

505 South Perkins Rd. | 1BR | 2BR | Penthouses
In the Heart of East Memphis | Utilities Included
See our floorplans
@ embassyaptsmemphis.com

CHABAD WOMEN’S CIRCLE INVITES YOU TO A

PRE ROSH HASHANA

GOURMET DINNER
COORING PRESENTATION

WITH RIVKY KLEIMAN

Rivky Kleiman is a cookbook author, food blogger, and
recipe columnist. Her love for cooking from a very young
age resulted in her cutting-edge gourmet style. Rivky is
the author of the popular cookbooks “Simply” and “Simply

Gourmet.” She likes to classify her style as simple gourmet

that is doable for all, no matter what level.

Enjoy a full gourmet dinner Monday, September 12th, 7 PM

Receive new recipes and ideas for Chabad, 2570 Kirby Pkwy

your holiday table

Couvert $36
Donor $72

Sponsor $154 (includes a signed cookbook)

New! Hands on cooking experience

Purchase a cookbook and get it
signed by the author

RSVP by Sep 8 jewishmemphis.com/dinner
or call Rivky 901.219.7004
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* RVWWEALTH

Resilient Portfolios For Turbulent Timese

RVW'’s evidence-based investment approach
is backed by decades of empirical research.
Portfolios are designed to seek higher expected returns
and are managed by an efficient and repeatable process.
Low cost, tax-smart transparency is at the heart of what we do,
with simplified clear reporting.

We are fiduciaries. Our interests are fully
aligned with yours as trusted advisors,
and we receive no incentives, or rewards from 3rd parties.
We provide the highest level of professionalism
and integrity. Almost none of the major brokerage
firms are true fiduciaries.

Ovur advisors include CPAs and Chartered
Financial Analysts. We are ruthlessly bottom-line
focused and eschew trends or fads, resulting in an
investing experience that is very different from
what is typcally provided.

Your financial goals are unique, and we have
the strategies and investment solutions to
help you achieve them. RVW portfolios reflect each
client’s need for income, growth and safety respectively.
Your custom Financial Plan directs the wealth optimization
process we employ. It provides peace of mind knowing that
a roadmap has been designed to enable you to live the life,
and leave the legacy you envisioned.

s RVYWWEALTH

Markets Change. Quality Endurese

1790 Kirby Parkway, Suite 127 | Memphis, TN 38138
Tel: 901.443.4000 - Visit RVWWealth.com

Call Selwyn,
Jonathan Gerber,
or Jesse Picunko

BUSINESS JOURNAL
LARGEST
MONEY

MANAGEMENT
FIRMS

THE WEALTH BLUEPRINT
AUTHORED BY SELWYN GERBER
AND JONATHAN GERBER
Call for your
complimentary copy

Always read and rely exclusively on offering documents before investing. Past performance may not recur. All investing involves risk.
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New School Year Starts with a New Dlrector of Educatlon at Beth Sholom
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Beth Sholom’s new Director of Education Julee Levine wants students
to learn that there is a role for Jewish values, traditions and Torah in

everyday life.

Beth Sholom Synagogue Religious
School began Thursday, August 18
with a new director of dducation at the
helm: Julee Levine, a veteran Jewish
educator, who has relocated from Adat
Ari El in Valley Village, California, to
Memphis. Students got a taste (literally)
of Levine’s fresh approach to learning
when an ice cream truck pulled up with
treats for all. “I’'m excited for us all to
have a sweet year learning together,”
said Levine, as she led the students in
the blessing before they ate.

“Julee comes to us with a wealth of
experience and tremendous enthusiasm
for Jewish learning,” said Rabbi Sarit
Horwitz, who greeted the students along
with Levine, the teachers, and Laris-
sa Kay, the synagogue’s vice president
for Education. Noting that Levine was
honored by Builders of Jewish Educa-
tion in Los Angeles in 2021, Rabbi Hor-
witz added, “I am excited for all that

she will bring to our community and to
our students. I know that we are bound
for growth with her on our professional
team.”

With a ready smile on her face and
her upbeat interaction with children and
adults, Levine’s joy is infectious. She
keeps pushing to make religious school
as engaging as possible.

“When I went to Hebrew school,
we learned facts,” she said. “My head
was filled with facts. But guess what?”
she asked, holding up her smartphone.
“I have a lot of facts in here. So, we
teach ‘why.” We encourage students to
ask why. Why do we do this rather than
that? “Why’ is really important.

“I give students permission to ask a
lot of questions,” Levine continued.
“Students learn how to answer ques-
tions, but it is so much better when they

(See Levine Page 7)

BROAD # AVENUE

TRUST THE EXPERTS IN
THE MEMPHIS MARKET.

TRUST BROAD AVENUE REALTY.

BROADAVEREALTY.COM

Rick Baer

Principal Broker/Owner
901-461-8791
rickbaer@broadaverealty.com

View every listing
in Memphis on
our website.

Whether you're buying your first home or dream home, looking to sell
your home or want to explore real estate as an investment, the seasoned
experts at Broad Avenue Realty can help!

ssssssssssss
uuuuuuuuuuu

Levine arranged for Ms. Rainbow Clown to hand out treats to students
from her ice cream truck on the first day of Beth Sholom Religious School.

g
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Rabbi Sarit Horwitz, Director of Education Julee Levine and Education VP
Larissa Kay greeted students on the first day of Religious School at Beth
Sholom on August 18. Beth Sholom membership is not required to enroll
children in the school.

Surprisingly
great rates

right around
the corner.

David J Ross, Agent

8317 Cordova Road, Suite 101
Cordova, TN 38016

Bus: 901-795-9067
www.davidjross.net

I'm your one-stop shop for
the service you deserve at a
price you want. Call me for
surprisingly great rates and
Good Neighbor service right
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farmis there®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

o StateFarm'

2001878

HebrewWatchman-print-9-1-2022.indd 6

8/24/22 7:33 PM



hebrewwatchman.com | THE HEBREW WATCHMAN

SEPTEMBER 1, 2022 |

PAGE 7

Levine...
(Continued From Page 6)

learn to question answers, when they
want to know more.”

Levine wants students to see there’s
a role for Jewish values, traditions and
Torah in their everyday lives, because
it deepens their Jewish identity. “They
experience their Jewishness outside of
the synagogue. They begin to create
their own relationship with Judaism,”
she said.

To help students learn that Jewish
values are universal, Levine has creat-
ed unconventional learning opportuni-
ties, including what Levine calls “Torah
from Springfield.” It’s a reference to the
hometown of television’s “The Simp-
sons.” Students pick apart episodes,
identify the themes and connect them to
sources in Torah, Mishnah and Talmud.

Levine noted that Beth Sholom Re-
ligious School welcomes all students,
whether or not their families are mem-
bers of the shul. The Religious School
offers K-6 classes. In September, Beth
Sholom will resume its popular Teen
Talmud Torah class (known as T3) for
post b’nai mitzvah students.

Levine, a participant in training pro-
grams from The Mussar Institute, is
looking forward to teaching Mussar
classes for T3. Her other professional
activities include being in the first co-
hort of the Hadar Jewish Wisdom Fel-
lowship; working with M2 — the Insti-
tute for Experiential Jewish Education;
and blogging for Haggadot.com. Levine
also loves to sing and has appeared on
four game shows. She earned her Bach-
elor and Master of Education in Special
Education from the University of Flori-
da, and as a consequence, she loves all
things “Gator.”

Levine said she and her husband Ja-
son are enjoying getting settled in Mem-
phis and can be found exploring the lo-
cal restaurant scene. HW

Argentina’s
President Blasted
for Comparing
COVID-19
Pandemic to

Holocaust

(JNS) — Argentinian President Alber-
to Fernandez came under fire for draw-
ing similarities between the coronavirus
pandemic and the Holocaust.

He compared COVID-19 to “one or
two Holocausts” while speaking at a
seminar for the 33 members of the Com-
munity of Latin American and Caribbean
States (CELAC). The event concluded on
Aug. 18 in the capital of Buenos Aires.

The Delegacion de Asociaciones Isra-
elitas Argentinas (DAIA) — the umbrella
organization of Argentina’s Jewish com-
munity — said “the systematic slaughter
of 6 million Jews practiced by Nazism
cannot and should not be equated with
another situation.”

The Anti-Defamation League also
condemned the president’s remarks,
saying in a Twitter post last Monday that
“evoking the 6 million Jews who were
systematically murdered in the Holo-
caust to reference the tragic COVID
global death toll is an affront to the vic-
tims of the Shoah.”

B’nai B’rith International said in a
statement on Twitter that Fernandez’s
“trivialization” of the Holocaust is “un-
acceptable and deeply disrespects the
victims of the greatest tragedy in the
history of mankind.”

Also in May, Fernandez said the death
toll from the coronavirus pandemic was
similar to that of the 6 million people
killed in the Holocaust, reported the
news outlet AJN. HW
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NOSH-A-RYE DELI

Southern Kosher At Its Finest

Rosh Hashana Catering

Appetizers
White Fish Salad (parve)...................... $25/1b.
Chicken Broth Soup........................... $18/qrt.
Matzah Balls............ccoocoviiiiiiiin, $3/each
Gefilte Fish..................o. $3.50/ piece
Plain Round Challah........................... $8/each
Individual 2 oz. Honey Portion............ $1.50/each
Side Dishes (half pan serves 15-20)
Sweet Noodle Kugel.......................... $40/half pan
Cornbread Dressing......................... $40/half pan
Honey Roasted Vegetables.................. $30/half pan
Potato Kugel..........cooeuveiiiniineinnninn.e. $40/half pan
Entrees (half pan serves 15-20)
Slow-Braised Roast Beef with Gravy.... $75/half pan
Honey-Roasted Whole Chicken.............. $25/each (serves 4)
Stuffed Cabbage.......................o $40/half pan
Honey-Glazed Turkey Breast................... $55/half pan
Desserts
Honey Cake...........uvviiiineiiiiiiiiiinecn, $15/1oaf
COOKIES. ..., $8/dz.
Apple CaKe......oevviviiiieiiiieeeie e $20/each (serves 6-8)

To order, please call Jordan at 901.756.3229 or email [Shulman@memphisjewishhome.org.

Orders are due by Tuesday, September 13th, 2022.

Your credit card information is required when we call on Wednesday, September 21st, to

schedule your order pickup.

Order pickup will be outside near the front entrance on Friday, September 23rd,

between 9am-3pm.

Watch Them Thrive with In-Home Care

The specially trained caregivers at Comfort Keepers pro-
vide meaningful, in-home care so seniors can live inde-
pendently. From providing companionship to caring for
those with dementia, we're here to help your loved one
thrive and give you peace of mind.

901-207-8209
Home + Life + Care | ComfortKeepers.com

Comfort Keepers of the Mid-South, 5668 S Rex Rd #200, Memphis, Tennessee 38119

© 2022 CK Franchising, Inc. An international network where most offices are independently owned and operated.

@

Comfort
Keepers.

Elevating the
Human Spirit”

In-Home
Care Services

- Personal care

- Companionship and
housekeeping

- Dementia and
Alzheimer's care

- Respite care

- Safety solutions

8/24/22 7:33 PM



PAGE8 | SEPTEMBER1, 2022

THE HEBREW WATCHMAN | hebrewwatchman.com

WEP and GPO Can Reduce Social Security Benefits

Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director - Investments, Wells Fargo Advisors
Questions for Mike? You can reach him at 901.761.8151 or Michael.Stein@WellsF argoAdvisors.com * fa.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael-stein

The windfall elimination provision
(WEP) and the government pension
offset (GPO) were intended to correct a
perceived unfair advantage in calculat-
ing Social Security benefits for people
who earned a pension in noncovered
employment - i.e., while not paying So-
cial Security payroll taxes. In Decem-
ber 2020 (most recent data available),
the WEP affected more than 1.9 million
beneficiaries, primarily retired work-
ers, while the GPO affected more than
700,000 spouses and widow(er)s.'

Most of those affected earned pen-
sions in state or local government jobs,
including teachers, firefighters, police
officers, and other public-service em-
ployees. In general, federal employees
would be affected only if they were
hired before 1984. The WEP (but not
the GPO) can also affect workers who
earn pensions from nonprofits and em-
ployment in foreign countries.

Opponents believe the WEP and GPO
make it hard to plan for retirement and
unfairly target public servants, and a
number of bills have been introduced
to either eliminate or modify the provi-
sions, including a recent bill with bipar-
tisan support. However, action on these
provisions might not be considered until
Congress addresses broader Social Se-
curity reform.

WELLS .
FARGO Advisors

Windfall Elimination Provision

The formula used to calculate Social
Security retirement benefits considers
the highest 35 years of earnings and
gives lower-wage earners a larger per-
centage of their wages than higher earn-
ers. So, someone who earned a pension
in state government while not paying
into Social Security and then worked 10
years in a job covered by Social Security
taxes — the minimum required to receive
retirement benefits — would appear to
have very low earnings (due to 25 years
of zero earnings) and would receive a
higher benefit in relation to earnings. The
WEP is meant to address this imbalance.

The amount of the WEP reduction de-
pends on the year you turn 62 and the
number of years with “substantial earn-
ings” subject to Social Security payroll
tax (see chart). The WEP does not ap-
ply to someone with 30 or more years
of substantial earnings.? The reduction
cannot be more than one-half of the
pension from noncovered employment.
Because the WEP reduces the Social Se-
curity primary insurance amount (PIA),
spousal and dependent benefits based on
the PIA may also be reduced. The WEP
does not affect survivor benefits.

WEP Reductions

Maximum monthly amount that So-
cial Security benefits can be reduced,

We are pleased to announce

Mike Stein

Managing Director, for being named as one
of the 2022 Premier Advisors

At Wells Fargo Advisors, we recognize the importance of

excellent service and trusted investment advice. Contact us

to learn more about our focus on helping clients achieve their

financial goals.

Mike Stein

Managing Director -Investments

6075 Poplar Ave.
Memphis, Tenn

38119

901-761-8151- Direct
901-818-1975-Fax
mikesteinmemphis.com

based on eligibility year (the year you
reach age 62) and 20 years or less of
substantial earnings subject to Social
Security tax. The reduction amount is
phased out from 21 to 30 years of sub-
stantial earnings.

If Social Security benefits start after
full retirement age, or the pension from
noncovered employment starts later
than the eligibility year, the WEP reduc-
tion may be greater than the amounts
shown. However, the reduction cannot
be greater than one-half of the pension
from noncovered employment.

Government Pension Offset

Under the Social Security dual enti-
tlement rule, a spouse or survivor will
receive the higher of his or her own
worker benefit and a spousal or survi-
vor benefit, but cannot receive both. The
GPO is intended to address the —per-
ceived unfairness of a worker receiving
a pension based on noncovered employ-
ment and a spousal or survivor benefit.
In this case, the GPO may reduce Social
Security benefits up to two-thirds of the
amount of the pension. For example,
an individual who receives a $1,200
monthly pension from noncovered em-
ployment and is eligible for a $1,200

monthly Social Security spousal bene-
fit would receive only $400 per month
from Social Security ($1,200 — $800
[2/3 x $1,200] = $400). He or she would
still receive the $1,200 pension, so the
combined benefit would be $1,600.

1) Congressional Research Service, 2021

2) The level of substantial earnings is ad-
justed annually for inflation. For example, it
was $6,075 in 1982 and is $27,300 in 2022.
See ssa.gov/pubs/EN-05-10045 .pdf.

This information is not intended as tax, legal,
investment, or retirement advice or recommenda-
tions, and it may not be relied on for the purpose
of avoiding any federal tax penalties. You are en-
couraged to seek guidance from an independent
tax or legal professional. The content is derived
from sources believed to be accurate. Neither the
information presented nor any opinion expressed
constitutes a solicitation for the purchase or sale
of any security. This material was written and pre-
pared by Broadridge Advisor Solutions. © 2022
Broadridge Financial Solutions, Inc.

Investment and Insurance Products are:

Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Fed-
eral Government Agency

Not a Deposit or Other Obligation
of, or Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any
Bank Affiliate

Subject to Investment Risks, In-
cluding Possible Loss of the Principal
Amount Invested

For additional information, including calculators to estimate the potential
reduction,see: ssa.gov/benefits/retirement/planner/wep.html and
ssa.gov/benefits/retirement/planner/gpo-calc.html.

Eligibility year (age 62) Maximum reduction
OIS %1300
201600 v ..$428.00
2017 e e 84D 50
Plo el e e LT AT
2O 5 $163100
2020 . $4B000
0 I G e e e (=1 R
0T2 S e e 1200

If Social Security benefits start after full retirement age, or the pension from
noncovered employment starts later than the eligibility year, the WEP reduction
may be greater than the amounts shown. However, the reduction cannot be greater
than one-half of the pension from noncovered employment.

Source: Social Security Administration, 2022 HW
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-

MEDICARE SPECIALIST

STEVE BAER

Investment and Insurance Products:
» NOT FDIC Insured » NO Bank Guarantee » MAY Lose Value

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member
SIPC, aregistered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.

© 2020 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All rights reserved.

CAR-0321-00866 5290982b

HebrewWatchman-print-9-1-2022.indd 8

901.237.4207 | stevenfbaer@gmail.com

® Check if your current
rate is competitive

® Help with people aging
in to Medicare

® | icensed with all of the
major carriers

As always. ..
Your long term care, life and annuity specialist
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The MJCC Larisa and Ben Baer
Senior Adult Club Happenings

Lunch is Monday—Friday at 11:30 a.m. All programs start at 12:15 p.m.

Tuesday, September 6

Field Trip to Belz Museum of Asian
and Judaic Art

The collection of Asian art at the Belz
Museum of Asian and Judaic Art is the
largest and most comprehensive collec-
tion of Chinese art in the southern re-
gion of the United States. Outstanding
works of art represent China, many of
which were created during China’s Qing
dynasty (1644-1911) and are character-
istic of an ancient culture with rich artis-
tic traditions.

Artwork from this dynasty was creat-
ed by artisans and craftsmen who spent
many years perfecting each piece to
convey the patronage of the Qing Court.
The result is some of the most exquisite
treasures the world has ever seen. The
collection of more than 900 objects,
which range in date from 202 BC to the
early 20th century, includes intricately
carved jades, ivories, sculptures, paint-
ings, ceramics, lacquer, textiles and fu-
nerary art.

The group will leave the MJCC at
12:15 p.m. and return approximate-
ly at 3 p.m. The cost is only $2 for the
roundtrip bus ride. Reservations are re-
quired by 1 p.m. the day before and are
limited to 14 people. Please call 901-

761-0810 to make your reservation.
Thursday, September 8

Ask the Rabbi

Enjoy Rabbi Levi Klein during this
question-and-answer period, which is
always popular. As close as we are to the
Jewish High Holy Day season, it will be
even more meaningful.

Rabbi Klein is the founder and direc-
tor of Chabad Lubavitch of Tennessee,
which now has five branches across
the state. He and his wife, Rivky, have
been the Chabad emissaries in Memphis
Tennessee, since 1994. Rabbi Klein was
ordained at the Central Chabad Yeshiva
in Brooklyn, New York in 1991. No res-
ervations are required.

Tuesday, September 13

Video Comedy Series

The topic will be the comedy of
George Burns and Gracie Allen! Burns
and Allen were an American comedy
duo consisting of George Burns and his

wife, Gracie Allen. They worked togeth-
er as a successful comedy team that en-
tertained vaudeville, film, radio and tele-
vision audiences for more than 40 years.

The duo met in 1922 and married in
1926. Burns played the straight man and
Allen played a silly, addle-headed wom-
an whose convoluted logic Burns was
often ill-equipped to challenge. After
their radio show's cancellation, Burns
and Allen reemerged on television with
a popular situation comedy, which ran
from 1950 to 1958.

Burns and Allen's radio show was
inducted into the National Radio Hall
of Fame in 1994. Their TV series re-
ceived a total of 11 Primetime Emmy
Award nominations and produced what
TV Guide ranked No. 56 on its 1997 list
of the 100 greatest episodes of all time.
They were inducted into the Television
Hall of Fame in 1988. The videos will
show many of their funniest moments
from TV and Movies!

Thursday, September 15

Speaker: The Torah MiTzion Mem-
phis Shlichim.

The group will talk about Rosh Ha-
shanah in Israel. As we get close to
the Jewish High holy days, it is nice
to know how it is celebrated in Israel!
Please come for this lively discussion.

Wednesday September 21

MJCC Larisa and Ben Baer Senior
Adult Club Monthly Luncheon

Featuring Deborah Swiney

Deborah is a local jazz, blues and
popular vocal artist. You could close
your eyes and imagine relaxing on a
Copacabana or Ipanema beach. Being
a Memphis native, you might even get
a splash of blues. Deborah’s affinity for
music started at an early age with pia-
no lessons and being active in music,
whether in church or in school. Grow-
ing up in a musical family, music had no
borders. Deborah has worked as a back-
up vocalist with the legendary Al Green
and performed on the Oprah Winfrey
Show, the Today Show and Carnegie
Hall and has toured internationally. The
kosher lunch and entertainment is only
$5! Reservations can be made by calling
the MJCC Front Desk at 901-761-0810.

Please join us from Monday through Friday for a delicious kosher lunch from
the Kitchens at the Memphis Jewish Home & Rehab. The cost is only $2 for seniors.
Reservations are required the day before by 1 p.m. by contacting Steve Kaplan, Adult
Services Coordinator, at 901-259-9220, stevekaplan @jccmemphis.org or calling the

Jfront desk at 901-761-0810. HW
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MEMORIALS

The Jewish Historical Society of
Memphis and the Mid-South Presents
the History of the Covid Vaccine

Dr. Drew Weissman

The Jewish Historical Society of
Memphis and the Mid-South is excited
to host Dr. Drew Weissman as part of
the Sumner Levine Speaker Series on
Sunday, September 11 at 2 p.m. cen-
tral. The talk will be about the history
of the COVID vaccine and will be held
on Zoom. David Ross, president of the
Jewish Historical Society of Memphis
and the Mid-South, is delighted to have
Dr. Weissman speak saying, “This topic
is incredibly important for what is going
on in our community as it relates to the
discovery of the COVID vaccine.”

Dr. Weissman is a professor of Med-

icine at the Perelman School of Medi-
cine, University of Pennsylvania. He
received graduate degrees from Bos-
ton University School of Medicine. Dr.
Weissman, in collaboration with Dr.
Katalin Kariko, discovered the abili-
ty of modified nucleosides in RNA to
suppress activation of innate sensors
and increase the translation of mRNA
containing certain modified nucleo-
sides. The vaccine platform that Dr.
Weissman’s lab developed was used in
the first two approved COVID-19 vac-
cines by Pfizer/BioNTech and Moderna.
They continue to develop other vaccines
that induce potent antibody and T cell
responses with mRNA-based vaccines.
Dr. Weissman is married to Mary
Ellen Weiss Weissman, the daughter of
Morris and Anne Weiss. To learn more
about Dr. Weissman, visit https://www.
pennmedicine.org/providers/profile/
drew-weissman. To join the program,
visit the Jewish Historical Society of
Memphis and the Mid-South’s website
at www.jhsmem.org for a direct link, or
visit www.zoom.us/join & enter Meet-
ing ID: 441 032 8762. You can also join
by telephone (audio only) by dialing:
+1-646-931-3860. HW

SERVICES AVAILABLE

* Driver—courteous and reliable person to take
you anywhere you need to go in Memphis and sur-
rounding areas: Dr’s appointments, Shopping, Er-
rands, Airport. Available weekdays and weekends.

* House Sitting and Dog Sitting—
Responsible adult available to stay with your dogs
while you are away. | love dogs!

Contact Rick Danzig: 901-337-6009

COLUMBUS MARBLE WORKS

Designers and Builders

HIGHEST QUALITY MONUMENTS AND MARKERS
Associated and Identified with

JEWISH MEMORIALS

Enduring
Memorials

For Over 85 years
in Memphis and the Mid-South area

For more information, call

Phone 1-800-647-1055

Located at 2481 Broad Avenue - Memphis
901:767-0026 - Locally owned by Paul West
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What CNN'’s Dana Bash Learned Reporting on the
Rise in Antisemitism

Dana Bash, CNN's chief political correspondent and co-anchor of State of
the Union. Credit: YouTube/screeneshot

By Jacob Kornbluh

This originally appeared on Forward.
Reprinted with permission.

When Dana Bash was in her early
20s, her grandfather, Frank Weinman,
took her on a family trip through his
childhood towns in Vienna, Hungary
and Slovakia along with a Nazi ghetto
in Czechoslovakia to give them an up-
close perspective of the horrors of the
Holocaust and the lessons to be learned.
Three decades later, now a prominent
anchor and the chief political corre-
spondent at CNN, Bash is taking a lead
role in amplifying those teachings amid
a dramatic rise in antisemitic violence
across the U.S.

In the CNN documentary “Ris-
ing Hate: Antisemitism in America,”
[which aired] last Sunday evening and
available on demand, Bash visits var-
ious Jewish communities still reeling
from recent attacks, including Congre-
gation Beth Israel in Colleyville, Texas,
and the Chabad of Poway synagogue in
California. She also spoke with Ruth
Steinfeld, who survived a Nazi concen-
tration camp after being taken to safety
by a French organization hiding Jewish
children, who said she sees the same
kind of hate bubbling up in recent years.

In an interview, Bash said she was
honored when asked to do the project
for the network, but was also sad that it
was even necessary. The producer of the
CNN documentary, Melissa Dunst Lip-
man, pitched the idea following the in-
creased attacks and the hostage standoff

Kari Lake, GOP Nominee for Arizona Governor,

in Colleyville. “The numbers just made
it, unfortunately, very newsworthy,”
Bash said.

In the opening part of the documen-
tary, Paul Abbate, the deputy director
of the FBI, confirms that the threat lev-
el against the Jewish community in the
U.S. is at historic levels, higher than it
is toward people of other religions. The
Anti-Defamation League tallied in 2021
the highest number of antisemitic inci-
dents since it started tabulating antisem-
itism in 1979.

“I honestly didn’t realize how much
hate was zeroing in on Jews,” Bash said.

Bash, who is Jewish, said that her
recent work “fits the sense of history
and the sense of a family” growing up
with grandparents who escaped the Na-
zis. A week after her mother was born,
her grandmother learned that her entire
family had been killed by the Nazis. Her
grandfather told her stories about how
the gypsies helped them get across the
mountains to Hungary. “Very intuitive-
ly, I knew that it was severe antisemi-
tism that upended and changed the tra-
jectory of my family,” she said.

Connecting to her Jewish roots

“Judaism has always been part of my
life,” Bash said. She said one of her
“vivid memories growing up was going
to services on Friday nights and having
Shabbat dinner” with her parents, Stuart
and Frances Schwartz. She went to the
Reform movement’s Camp Harlam in
Kunkletown, Pennsylvania, and was bat

mitzvahed at Temple Beth Or in New
Jersey. Now a member of Temple Mi-
cah, a Reform synagogue in D.C., Bash
displays a mezuzah at the doorway of
her residence.

In an op-ed published last Friday,
Bash shared a conversation she had
with her 10-year-old son, Jonah, last
Hanukkah in which he asked her to
wear a necklace with the Star of David
to proudly display her Judaism.

Bash said the feedback she received
after publishing the essay — including
emails from strangers — was highly pos-
itive. She got more reaction to it than
“almost anything” she’s ever done, she
said. “I have gotten literally no hate
mail. It’s all been positive.” Two people
who emailed her said that after reading
the story they have committed to wear-
ing the Star of David necklace they kept
in their drawer.

“I’m speechless at the kind of re-
sponse that I’'m getting to this,” she said.

Bash said she took away that, while
Jews have stayed quiet as a defense mech-
anism to avoid drawing attention and per-
secution for thousands of years, “the right
thing to do is, like my young son knew,
innately to wear the Jewish star.”

“If you are observant and you want to
wear a kippah, you wear a kippah,” she
continued. “Keep the mezuzah on your
door — because it’s all about education,
it’s all about normalization. And it’s eas-
ier to dispense with tropes and conspir-
acy theories when you’re talking to and
talking about real human beings.”

Antisemitism in the political dis-
course

As chief political correspondent for
CNN, Bash covered the antisemitic
tropes that dominated the 2016 election
and the reluctance of former President
Donald Trump to call them out, includ-
ing attacks on Jewish journalists.

In the documentary, Brittan Heller,
the ADL’s first director of technology
and society, said she saw the largest
spike in antisemitism on social media
after journalist Julia Ioffe wrote an ex-
tensive profile of Melania Trump. In an
appearance on CNN, Trump explicit-
ly declined to condemn his supporters
who were viciously attacking Ioffe and
her Jewish faith. Heller said antisemites
took it as a green light to act.

Bash spoke to the two (unrelated)
Greenblatts — Jonathan Greenblatt, chief

Endorsee’s Statement that Jews are ‘Evil’

Republican nominee for Arizona
governor Kari Lake speaks at the
Conservative Political Action
Conference, Aug. 6, 2022

Credit: Brandon Bell/Getty Images

By Ron Kampeas

(JTA) — Kari Lake, the Republican
nominee for Arizona governor, said she
would withdraw her endorsement of a
candidate for Oklahoma’s state senate
if she verifies that he made a series of
antisemitic statements.

Lake told Axios last Monday that
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the military record of Jarrin Jackson,
a candidate running for Oklahoma’s
state senate, had persuaded her to give
him her endorsement, but she said that
she was not aware of his statements on
Jews and LGBTQ people, which she de-
nounced.

Media Matters, a liberal media watch-
dog, found postings by Jackson to Tele-
gram, a social media site favored by
some far-right groups, in which he de-
clares that he is not “beholden” to Jews,
and repeats conspiracy theories about
the Rothschilds, the Jewish family that
has for centuries been a focus of antise-
mitic tropes.

In one entry, Jackson faulted a Chris-
tian film for not naming what he consid-
ers to be threats to Christianity.

“Outline and detail the evil. Amen,”
Jackson wrote. “The Jews. Illuminati.
Covid shots kill. Rothschilds. Com-
munists. Woke pastors. Social gospel.
Christ will chuck a bunch of stuff in the
fire.”

Lake told Axios’ local Phoenix news-
letter that Jackson’s record in Afghani-
stan impressed her, but she was not able
to do a deep dive into his beliefs.

“It is impossible to dig into every-
thing someone has said in their life,”
she said in a statement. “If his reported
comments are true, I obviously rescind
my endorsement. I respect Jarrin’s ser-
vice to our Nation, but clearly denounce
that kind of derogatory language. Let
me be clear: Our great movement wel-
comes anyone and everyone who wants
to fight for a better future.”

The Jewish Community Relations
Council of Greater Phoenix last week
called on Lake and Mark Finchem — the
Republican nominee for Arizona sec-
retary of state who has also supported
Jackson — to rescind their endorsements.

“We are judged by our relations, and
the company we keep,” said Paul Roc-
kower, the JCRC’s executive director.
“There is no room for support for an-
tisemitic bigots from those who want to

executive of the ADL, who has repeat-
edly criticized Trump; and Jason Green-
blatt, a longtime Trump aide and a se-
nior administration official, who said he
doesn’t buy into the correlation between
Trump’s rhetoric and the hate that fol-
lowed — but added that he “can’t explain”
Trump’s doubling down. In one instance,
Jason Greenblatt said that he felt a spe-
cial responsibility to go to Trump and
seek clarification. It was after Trump re-
fused to disavow David Duke, the former
grand wizard of the Ku Klux Klan, in an
interview with CNN anchor Jake Tapper.
“I saw what was happening, I guess as
a result of Jake’s interview, and I said,
‘Look, here’s what is happening, here is
what David Duke actually said; do you
stand for this?” He said, ‘Absolutely
not’ and he dictated a condemnation,”
Greenblatt told Bash, adding that maybe
Trump didn’t understand what was being
asked of him. “It’s hard to say.”

The ADL’s Jonathan Greenblatt
called Trump a “complicated” figure,
given that he’s the first president in his-
tory to have a close family connection
to the Jewish people. Yet his refusal
to call out white supremacists and the
“both sides” remarks after Charlottes-
ville turned it into an issue. “If he con-
vincingly, consistently, clearly called
out the extremists and the antisemites,
it wouldn’t even matter what he said at
that moment,” he said.

Bash said she hasn’t faced online
antisemitism in recent years. The only
time she experienced it, she said, was in
2012 when she made some comments
that were misconstrued as biased against
former Rep. Ron Paul, who was running
in the Republican presidential primary.
The attacks against her by Paul’s sup-
porters turned antisemitic. Someone cre-
ated a fake Twitter account with her face
on it, using her maiden name, Schwartz,
and the Israeli flag behind her.

Bash noted that the dramatic rise
in antisemitism occurred last year af-
ter Trump left office. She said the
COVID-19 pandemic and the dire eco-
nomic situation have fostered the age-
old conspiracies against Jews.

Bash said that it is incumbent on peo-
ple to call out politicians who make in-
sensitive remarks that are perceived as
prejudiced. “You have to call it out — as
a journalist, as an American, as a hu-
man. You’ve got to do it.” HW

Denounces

lead Arizona.”

Finchem has not responded to calls to
denounce Jackson.

Lake last month rejected the endorse-
ment of Andrew Torba, the antisemitic
founder of Gab, a social media site fa-
vored by extremists that was used by the
antisemitic gunman who killed 11 wor-
shippers at the Tree of Life synagogue
in 2018.

Finchem welcomed Torba’s endorse-
ment. So did Arizona State Sen. Wendy
Rogers, who has also endorsed Jackson.
Rogers is known for her own forays into
antisemitic rhetoric, and the JCRC’s
Rockower said it was not worth making
any requests of her.

“We are further disgusted by Wen-
dy Rogers’ endorsements of Jackson,”
he said in an email. “We are not going
to bother asking Rogers to rescind her
endorsement or issue a denunciation
because her antisemitism is well-docu-
mented — we know who she is, and what
she stands for.” HW
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ZBT Honors Memphis Chapter for its Partnership

with Hillels of Memphis

University of Memphis Zeta Beta Tau fraternity members gathered
together last Hanukkah to view Memphis Jewish Federation’s Shine A Light
video series, which helped the students understand ways members of the
local Jewish community have experienced and confronted antisemitism.
Though ZBT currently has no Jewish members, the young men nurture a
meaningful connection to the fraternity’s Jewish heritage through their
strong relationship with Hillels of Memphis, also a program of Federation.

The Zeta Beta Tau (ZBT) fraternity
chapter at the University of Memphis
was recently recognized at their annual
International Convention in recognition
of their Jewish programming with Hil-
lels of Memphis and Memphis Jewish
Federation.

While it should be no surprise that a
Memphis chapter was internationally
recognized for its excellence, it’s worth
noting that none of the men currently
within the Gamma Mu ZBT chapter are
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Jewish. Instead, they are inspired by
their chapter’s historical traditions and
strive to maintain strong connections
with their Chapter alumni and the local
Jewish community.

Hillels of Memphis has long had a
partnership with ZBT centered around
various Jewish programs and events
each year. Recent highlights include an
annual Hamantaschen Bake during Pu-
rim, Challah Bake and Interfaith Pass-
over Seder. Hillels of Memphis is a
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program of Memphis Jewish Federation
and is funded by donors’ gifts to the An-
nual Community Campaign.

Last year, Hillels of Memphis piloted
a new partnership program in honor of
International Holocaust Remembrance
Day. At this inaugural event, students
learned about the historical roots of an-
tisemitism, contemporary instances of
antisemitism on college campuses and
the importance of non-Jewish allies in
advocating for the safety and support of
Jewish students today.

ZBT members also watched the
“Shine a Light on Antisemitism” vid-
eos produced by Memphis Jewish Fed-
eration last Hanukkah, which helped
the students understand ways members
of the local Jewish community have
experienced and confronted antisemi-
tism. Each person at the commemora-
tion read aloud the name of six Jews
who perished in the Holocaust and
held a 6-minute moment of silence to
honor the lives who were lost in this
atrocity.

“We enjoy learning about our fra-
ternity’s Jewish heritage,” said Joseph
Duncan, Jr., a Gamma Mu ZBT chapter
member. “If it wasn’t for the group of
Jewish men who founded this fraternity,
I couldn’t have met this group of peo-
ple who have become my best friends.
Learning about our Jewish heritage is
not only interesting, but it also brings us
together as brothers.”

“Since I have become the director
of Hillels of Memphis, Hillel and ZBT
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have worked together at least once a se-
mester. However, I know that we have
always had a close connection. We are
incredibly proud of the dedication ZBT
has shown to maintaining authentic
connections to its Jewish roots as an or-
ganization,” said Director of Hillels of
Memphis Sophie Bloch. “It’s more im-
portant than ever for the Jewish commu-
nity to have non-Jewish allies combat-
ting antisemitism alongside us, and the
only way we can do that is by sharing
information, talking about it and educat-
ing each other on its prevalence.”

During the 2022 International
Awards section of the convention, the
University of Memphis’ Gamma Mu
Chapter earned several of ZBT’s top
awards and was among the finalists
for the Brummer Cup, an award desig-
nated for the most outstanding chapter
throughout Zeta Beta Tau. The chap-
ter ultimately took home three awards
for Excellence in Alumni Outreach &
Programming, Outstanding Heritage
Programming and Risk Management.
The chapter was also the runner-up for
the Excellence in Chapter Program-
ming and Outstanding Intramural
Sports Participation and Performance
awards.

“The Gamma Mu Chapter knows
the meaning of Brotherhood for a Life-
time,” ZBT Chief Executive Officer
Libby Anderson said. “Brothers worked
very hard to succeed in the Standards of
Excellence program this year, and the
results are clear.” HW
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