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Dr. Deena Davidovics Named Board President of MHA-FYOS
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Past Presidents Aileen Cooper (l) and Yoel Goldblatt (r), newly elected
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president Dr. Deena Davidovics (center left), and Head of School Rabbi

Yisroel Weiner

By Jessica Baum Sukhodolsky

The Margolin Hebrew Academy-Fein-
stone Yeshiva of the South held its Pa-
trons Meeting and Volunteer Apprecia-
tion Breakfast on Sunday, July 31.

During the meeting, the school’s board
members and supporters elected the new
members of the board of trustees and the
2022-2023 slate of officers. Dr. Deena
Davidovics was elected president.

Mr. Yoel Goldblatt, outgoing board
president, reviewed the two years of his

presidency and thanked all of the board
members, teachers, administrators and
families for their support throughout his
term. He remarked that the school is in an
excellent position going forward and that
“enrollment continues to increase — re-
maining at an all-time high since 2008.”
Rabbi Yisroel Weiner, MHA-FYOS’
new Head of School, addressed the gath-
ering as well. After acknowledging Mr.
Goldblatt’s dedication as president and
applauding the school’s volunteers, he

shared that “this is a time of significant
transition in our school. From head of
school to president to Rosh Kollel and
more, change is a theme of the hour.
However, throughout it all, the calm and
confidence of continuity remains in large
part because of partners like you, mem-
bers of our board, patrons of our cause
and lay leaders of all sorts. And with that
continuity guaranteed, our new leadership
brings with it a renewed confidence in our
great beacon of Torah Judaism we know
as the MHA-FYOS; a confidence that to-
gether we will build upon the inspiring
accomplishments of the past to reach even
greater heights of achievement.”

Rabbi Weiner highlighted many suc-
cessful school initiatives including the
ongoing focus on growth mindset, staff
professional development and new faculty
members. He also shared that the school
has much to look forward to for the com-
ing year, such as expanded S.T.E.M. offer-
ings, a new and improved parent-teacher
communication portal and exciting and
engaging programming for all divisions.

Retiring board member Jill Graflund
was recognized for her years of service
to the school and Penina Wender was
elected to her first term on the board.

In assuming the office of president,
Dr. Davidovics remarked that, “Lead-
ership is in fact a team sport. As I come

into this role, humbled and honored, I
think of leaders I can look to as role
models — many of whom are here to-
day, in this room, that I am grateful
to look up to, learn from and to con-
tinue to partner with. As I think about
the years ahead, my hope is that we
can focus on our commonalities rather
than our differences and band together
to continue to build our school com-
munity with Shalom. My vision is that
of partnership, united in our mission,
based on mutual respect and assump-
tion of best intent, grounded in ahavas
chinam — unwarranted love, which will,
with Hashem’s help, bring success and
peace to our school, our children and
our community.”

Also elected were Tracey Mendelson,
Stacy Sanderson and Jonathan Wogan,
vice presidents; Richard Lewis and
Tracey Mendelson, co-secretaries; and
Richard Lewis and Mark Kaplowitz,
co-treasurers.

Dr. Davidovics and her husband,
Noam, have five children, all of whom
have attended MHA-FYOS. Dr. Davi-
dovics is a pediatric palliative oncolo-
gist and bioethicist who practices clin-
ical medicine as well as research. She
has been an active community volunteer
and member of the MHAFYOS school
board since 2013. HW

Nashville Mayor Condemns Anti-Semitic Fliers on Homes Near

Synagogues

(JNS) — John Cooper, the mayor of
Nashville, Tenn., said last week that
“hateful, divisive rhetoric and anti-Sem-
itism have no place” in the city after
anti-Semitic propaganda fliers were dis-
covered at residents’ homes.

The fliers targeting the Jewish com-
munity were found outside more than 40
homes in Nashville’s West End neigh-
borhood on the morning of Aug. 3, less
than a mile away from two synagogues.

They propagated anti-Semitic con-
spiracy theories, including language
such as “gun control is Jewish,” “Dis-
ney child grooming is Jewish,” “mass

immigration is Jewish” or “the COVID
agenda is Jewish.” The fliers also fea-
tured the Star of David on the forehead
of various people. They were similar
to other fliers found across the coun-
try in recent months, many of which
have been attributed to the anti-Semitic
group, Goyim Defense League.

“This disturbing anti-Semitic propa-
ganda is similar in tone and style to that
used for generations to target the Jewish
people and paint them as the enemy,”
Cooper said in a joint statement on Aug.
4 with vice mayor Jim Shulman, Met-
ro Nashville Police Department chief

John Drake, Council members Kathleen
Murphy and Thom Druffel, the Jew-
ish Federation of Nashville and Mid-
dle Tennessee, and the Gordon Jewish
Community Center.

“We stand united in support of the
Jewish community, and against the ex-
tremism and hatred of a small but dan-
gerous faction of our city,” they wrote.
“We will not surrender to these danger-
ous and damaging efforts intended to
divide and distort. We will not stand idle
in the face of treacherous and threaten-
ing attempts to sow chaos and fear.”

The statement added that in response

to the incident, the groups plan to pro-
mote “civility, inclusion and respect for
all our friends and neighbors in Nash-
ville.”

Cooper has ordered his administration
to work with Jewish community leaders
to investigate and respond to the fliers.

The Metro Nashville Police Depart-
ment will “remain vigilant and are co-
ordinating appropriate responses at
key Jewish landmarks and throughout
the city without further emboldening
the individuals and groups involved in
spreading these disgusting messages,”
according to the statement. HW
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Sofia Frisch, 10th Grade, River City BBG

By Sofia Frisch

About a month ago, I attended one
of BBYO’s many summer experiences,
CLTC. CLTC is a leadership training
conference held in Poyntelle, Pennsyl-
vania, over the course of 12 days.

Easy to say, those were the best 12 days
of my life! At CLTC, we had daily Shacha-
rit services, leadership programs and in-
teractive sessions with people all around
the country with our mock chapters.

We learned many valuable skills that
we could take back to our home chap-
ters and regions. We were taught useful
recruitment strategies, chapter bonding

experiences, program planning, as well
as lessons on mentorship, leadership
and siblinghood.

CLTC helped me to understand how
to maintain my Jewish identity in an
ever-changing world. I got to meet so
many teens from all around the country
such as Portland, Denver, Chicago, Los
Angeles and New York City.

BBYO has helped me make long-last-
ing memories and find not only my life-
long friends, but my BBYO family. I
can’t wait to apply what I learned to my
home chapter, River City BBG! HW

Operation Breaking Dawn
IDF Gradually Lifts Restrictions on South, Gaza Border as Ceasefire Holds

(JNS) — Israel has gradually begun
lifting security restrictions on southern
Israel and on the Gaza-Israel border
crossings as a ceasefire with the Pales-
tinian Islamic Jihad continued to hold
last Monday morning.

Residents of Isracli communities lo-
cated close to Gaza no longer have to
remain close to bomb shelters, and nor-
mal train traffic between Sderot and
Ashkelon was set to resume from noon,

P
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Israeli security authorities announced.

The crossings between Israel and the
Gaza Strip were open for humanitarian
purposes at 9 a.m.

“The full return to ... routine will be
possible following further assessments
of the situation and provided that the
security situation in the area is quiet,”
said a statement by the Israeli military’s
Coordinator of Government Activities
in the Territories.
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a showing or to answer a question. He's knowledgeable about
every part of Memphis and worked so hard to help us find our
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THE

0006 6 000

Hebrew %

Watchman

SERVING THE MEMPHIS JEWISH COMMUNITY SINCE 1925

Established September, 1925
By Leo I. Goldberger (1902-1989)

MAILING ADDRESS
THE HEBREW WATCHMAN
PO Box 770846
Memphis, TN 38177-0846

Office: 901.763.2215
Direct: 901.827.7244

info@hebrewwatchman.com

Susan C. Nieman
Editor and Publisher

Larry Nieman
Advertising Sales Director

Toni Nieman
Office Manager

Rebecca Miller
Social Media Director
Web Development

Eli Ostrow
Intern

Herman |. Goldberger
Editor and Publisher Emeritus

Barbara B. Goldberger
Editor and Publisher Emeritus

THE HEBREW WATCHMAN
(USPS #807-360) is published
weekly every Thursday
for $36 per year by
JEWISH LIVING OF THE SOUTH, Inc.
THE HEBREW WATCHMAN
PO Box 770846
Memphis, TN 38177-0846
Periodical postage paid at
Memphis, Tenn.

POSTMASTER:

Send address changes to:
THE HEBREW WATCHMAN
PO Box 770846
Memphis, TN 38177-0846

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES:
Memphis and Mid-South $36
Out-of-State $50
Payable in Advance

Submissions
Send editorial submissions
(calendar items, news releases,
event photos, and letters to the
editor) at least 9 days prior to
publication date to
info@hebrewwatchman.com

Advertising
For advertising rates and specs,
contact Larry at 901.299.7376 or
info@hebrewwatchman.com

Simchas
Weddings, bar/bat mitzvahs,
birthdays, engagement,
anniversaries
info@hebrewwatchman.com

Obituaries
901.763.2215
info@hebrewwatchman.com

The Hebrew Watchman is a
Member of the Jewish Telegraphic Agency,
and Jewish News Service

PUBLISHER'S STATEMENT

THE HEBREW WATCHMAN must
give permission for any material
contained herein to be copied or
reproduced in any manner without
express permission of THE HEBREW
WATCHMAN. The publication of any
advertisement in this edition does
not constitute an endorsement of
the advertisers’ product, kashrut
or services by this publication. The
opinions of contributors do not
necessarily reflect those of THE
HEBREW WATCHMAN. Nor can the
publishers be held responsible forany
errors. 8/18/2022

XgX Memphis Candlelighting Time

Erev Shabbat, Fri. August 19, 2022/ 22 Av, 5782........c.ccuuresesesnens 7:26 p.m.
Havdalah, Sat. August 20, 2022 / 23 Av, 5782 ........cccorrremmsessrssssesens 8:22 p.m.

Weekly Torah Portion: Eikev

At 11:50 p.m., just 20 minutes after
the truce went into effect following
three days of fighting between Israel
and the Gaza-based terror group, PIJ
launched a wave of rocket attacks on
Gaza-border communities. The last
Israeli Air Force strikes on targets in
Gaza occurred at 11:25 p.m., five min-
utes before the start of the ceasefire,
according to the IDF Spokesperson’s
Unit stated. HW
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Palestinian Islamic
Jihad violated the
ceasefire just minutes
after it went into effect,
but Israel refrained from
responding.
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Fogelman JFS launches Inclusion and
Diverse Abilities Children and Adolescent
Case Management Program

Wendy and Avron B. Fogelman Jew-
ish Family Services at the MJCC is
now offering Case Management Ser-
vices for children and families of all
ages.

The Inclusion and Diverse Abilities
Program at Fogelman JFS provides a
variety of services for the Jewish com-
munity, both educational and social, to
those living with developmental and ac-
quired disabilities, of all ages, and their
caregivers. Services include assistance
in navigating the legal, medical and ed-
ucational systems.

“Our goal is to help children and fam-
ilies reach their highest potential social-
ly, emotionally, behaviorally and intel-

lectually,” said Emily Davis, Fogelman
JFES Special Needs coordinator. “To ful-
fill this goal our approach is to involve
and support family, friends, schools and
community resources.”

Emily will assist in linking you to
diagnosticians, intervention special-
ists, speech-language pathologists, oc-
cupational therapists, play therapists,
school mental-health counselors and
psychiatrists. Additionally, Emily will
be able to attend school meetings and
review results of any testing conducted.
To schedule an intake meeting, you can
contact Emily Davis, LMSW at FJFS
by email at edavis@jccmemphis.org or
901.767.8511. HW

Blinken Welcomes Ceasefire Between
Israel and Palestinian Islamic Jihad

(JNS) — As the ceasefire between
Israel and the Gaza-based terrorist or-
ganization Palestinian Islamic Jihad
continues to hold, ending three days
of violence, U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken expressed gratitude to
those parties that helped in the negoti-
ations.

In a statement last Monday, Blinken
said that he was grateful to Egypt for
helping mediate between the two sides,
and commended Qatar, the U.N. Special
Coordinator for the Middle East Peace
Process Tor Wennesland, Jordan and the
Palestinian Authority.

“Our team worked around the clock
with the parties to support the outcome,”
he said.

The agreement, he wrote, will allow

for critical fuel and supplies to be deliv-
ered into Gaza, in addition to a welcome
respite from the violence for Israelis and
Palestinians.

The secretary of state also expressed
condolences to the families of civilians
who lost their lives or were injured.

“The United States remains dedi-
cated to our ironclad commitment to
Israel’s security and will remain fully
engaged in the days ahead to promote
calm,” wrote Blinken. “We will con-
tinue in the months ahead to work with
partners to improve the quality of life
for Palestinians in the Gaza Strip. Pal-
estinians and Israelis deserve to live
safely and securely and to enjoy equal
measures of freedom, prosperity and
democracy.” HW

Lebanese TV Captures Islamic Jihad
Rocket Misfire Live, Averts Camera

Rockets launched from the Gaza Strip towards Israeli civilian populations

on Aug. 7, 2022. Credit: Abed Rahim Khatib/Flash90

(JNS) — During a live broadcast
on Aug. 7, Lebanon’s Mayadeen TV
caught a Palestinian Islamic Jihad rock-
et misfiring and coming down in a Gaza
neighborhood. The correspondent can
be heard telling the cameraman to avert
the camera.

The correspondent can be heard in the
video, a translated version of which was
posted by the Middle East Media Re-
search Institute (MEMRI) last Monday,
stating that rockets are being launched
toward the sea, “maybe towards the gas
fields.”

One of the rockets can then be seen
straying off course, veering away from
the coastline and impacting in a popu-
lated area.

A few moments later, a voice is heard
instructing the cameraman, who followed
the missile’s course, to “please, turn the
camera away, turn the camera upwards.”
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The presenter then attempts to contin-
ue the broadcast, saying, “Yes, Ahmad,
apparently rockets were launched to-
wards the sea.”

According to the Israeli military,
during the three days of fighting be-
tween Israel and Palestinian Islamic
Jihad terrorists that began on August 5,
the Gaza-based terror group launched
some 1,100 rockets at Israel, 200 of
which fell inside the Gaza Strip.

Of the 990 that crossed into Israel,
Israel’s Iron Dome air-defense system
intercepted 380 that would have come
down in populated areas; a success rate
of 96%, the Israel Defense Forces said
in a statement.

More Palestinian noncombatants
were killed by misfired PIJ rockets than
by Israeli strikes, according to the IDF.
Thirty-five Palestinians, 11 of them
non-combatants, were killed by Israeli
airstrikes during “Operation Breaking
Dawn,” while 15 Gaza civilians were
killed by failed PIJ rockets, according to
IDF figures. HW

Delivery Company
Terminates
Employee in United
Kingdom for Anti-

Semitic Language

(JNS) — The United Kingdom branch
of the delivery company DHL has taken
action against one of its employees after
the delivery person wrote that a package
was “signed for by Jews.”

According to the Campaign Against
Antisemitism in the United Kingdom,
two weeks ago, a resident of a heavily
Jewish neighborhood in London saw a
DHL driver throw the package onto the
driveway without asking for a signature.

The package was damaged upon ar-
rival. The resident received a confirma-
tion of delivery and saw that the driver
had written: “signed for by Jews.”

The resident reported the event to the
Campaign Against Antisemitism, who
reached out to the company.

A Campaign Against Antisemitism
spokesperson told JNS that officials
from DHL met with them and the res-
ident on Aug. 5, where they were in-
formed that the employee had been ter-
minated. DHL also offered the resident
an apology and compensation.

“This is not the first time that deliv-
erymen, from any company, have made
racial comments about Jewish people,”
said the spokesperson. “For someone
simply waiting to receive a package
and relying on a basic service to have
to endure antisemitic abuse is intolera-
ble. We are grateful that the victim came
forward and we applaud DHL for doing
the right thing.” HW
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The KKK Once Bombed This Mississippi Synagogue. Now It’s
Thriving.

By Madison Hahamy

This first appeared on Alma. Reprint-
ed with permission.

Growing up in a heavily Jewish sub-
urb near Chicago meant running be-
tween multiple bar mitzvah services
each weekend. It meant attending a
public school that gave us Rosh Hasha-
nah, Yom Kippur, and sometimes even
the first days of Passover off because
so many people would miss. It meant
going to my Conservative synagogue
in Highland Park, which, before it be-
came known for something horrible, I
knew as the place we bought our bagels
— and as a town so Jewish I used to call
it “Chailand Park.”

College was more of the same. My
university has a thriving Hillel, Chabad
and numerous other Jewish spaces. I
went to student-led Passover seders and
joined a Jewish writers’ group. I fasted
with friends, attended Shabbat dinners

Credit: Found Image Holdings/Corbis via Getty Images

so crowded that I couldn’t see the front
of the room, and again took for grant-
ed the fact that I had an overwhelming
number of options for how to live Jew-
ishly.

When I went to Jackson, Mississippi,
this summer for an internship, I (right-
ly) assumed that the Judaism whose in-
undation I took for granted would look
very different. There is, for example,
only one full-time synagogue in the
entire state. There are no kosher restau-
rants, no JCCs. Instead of people greet-
ing me with rapid-fire Jewish geography
upon introduction, I was often asked
which church I attended. The nearest
roller-skating rink was Christian (yes,
that is an actual thing), with slideshows
telling attendees to love Jesus projected
on the wall and Bible verses scrawled
on the scuffed hardwood. 120-foot-
tall crosses loomed over us in front of

churches, office buildings and even a
crawfish restaurant.

But while Jackson’s Jewish commu-
nity is indeed very small at less than
1,000 people, I had wrongfully assumed
that it was dying. That it was quiet, iso-
lated. That Shabbat services were a sad
affair. Here, I was very wrong.

Beth Israel Congregation, Jackson’s
only synagogue — and Mississippi’s only
one with a full-time rabbi — was found-
ed in 1860 as an Orthodox Congregation
before joining the Reform Movement,
where it remains today, around 1875.
It first retained a full-time rabbi in the
1920s, when a large number of Jewish
families moved to the area. During the
next 40 years, the synagogue moved lo-
cations, expanded its religious school and
grew to a membership of 150 families.

It was then that Rabbi Perry Nuss-
baum took over. Though some in the
congregation feared that being outspo-
ken on issues of civil rights would lead
to retaliatory and/or antisemitic attacks
on the Jewish community, Rabbi Nuss-
baum described himself as “never a dip-
lomat” and, throughout his tenure, was
a public voice for antiracism. He acted
as a chaplain for incarcerated Freedom
Riders, helped raise money to rebuild
Black churches that white supremacists
destroyed and discussed racial justice in
his sermons.

For doing so, both Rabbi Nussbaum’s
house and Congregation Beth Israel
were bombed by members of the Ku
Klux Klan.

The Mississippi Civil Rights Museum
displays some broken glass from a win-
dow that was shattered in the bombing,
and there is something so horribly beau-
tiful about seeing the shards in a mu-
seum and then walking past that same

window, repaired, to sit down for Shab-
bat services.

The current rabbi’s office sits in the
exact same location as the previously
destroyed office of Rabbi Nussbaum.

That Friday, the sermon was about
“South Park.” A few weeks ago, it was
about abortion. There was music — Deb-
bie Friedman and Matisyahu. We had
challah and wine. The rabbi greeted ev-
eryone with “shalom y’all.” The sanctu-
ary wasn’t full, but it wasn’t empty, either.

I went to Shabbat services the Fri-
day after the Highland Park shooting
— which meant that I wasn’t just going
out of curiosity about what services at
Jackson’s only synagogue might look
like, but because of a genuine need for
community with other Jewish people.

I had planned to mention the commu-
nity during the Mourner’s Kaddish and
the mi shebeirach, the prayer for heal-
ing, but another congregant named it
before me.

I went up to him after services to
thank him for his words, to tell him
how glad I was to be able to pray in this
space with him, and he told me that, be-
fore moving to Jackson decades ago, he
went to a synagogue in Highland Park.
A rapid-fire game of Jewish geogra-
phy confirmed that he’d gone to mine.
And as we stood there, challah in hand,
laughing but also completely unfazed
by the connection, I thought about how
hard this synagogue fought to exist and
thrive and how, despite pushback and
tension and fear, it fiercely cared for the
community around it. I felt so proud —
and so ashamed for how easily I wrote
off an entire region of Jewry. And so sad
to be leaving a community that made
me love being Jewish more than I even
knew I possibly could. HW

Trump Wanted His Advisors to Be Like ‘German Generals In WWII,’
According to a New Book

Donald Trump, right, speaks to the press after then White House Chief

of Staff John Kelly, left, was sworn in, in Washington D.C., July 31, 2017.

Credit: Mike Theiler-Pool/Getty Images

By Andrew Lapin

(JTA) — Former President Donald
Trump wanted his military advisors to
be more like “the German generals in

World War II,” according to a new book
about the Trump presidency that quotes
from his administration’s top personnel.

Trump reportedly relayed this vision
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to Chief of Staff John Kelly as part of
his irritation that his own generals were
prone to push back on his orders rath-
er than accept them with blind loyalty.
When Kelly responded, “You do know
that they tried to kill Hitler three times
and almost pulled it off?” Trump disput-
ed this history, insisting, “No, no, no,
they were totally loyal to him.”

This exchange is recounted in the
new book “The Divider,” from married
journalist couple Susan Glasser and Pe-
ter Baker, and in a New Yorker excerpt.
The book features interviews with sev-
eral of Trump’s top generals, almost all
of whom did not enjoy working for the
president, and recounts how Trump ap-
pointed Mark Milley as chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff in the hopes that his
military advisors would serve as “yes-
men” who would sign off on all of his
proposals.

A U.S. president speaking admiringly
of Nazi Germany’s military prowess is
unusual considering it was largely em-
ployed for the systematic mass slaugh-
ter of Europe’s Jews, but Trump was
known for prizing staff loyalty above
all else. This made his military officers
uncomfortable, yet many of them con-
tinued to stick around, according to the
book.

Milley, for example, drafted a letter of
resignation the week after he accompa-
nied Trump on a militarized photo-op to
a Washington, D.C., church at the height
of the nationwide Black Lives Matter
protests during the summer of 2020,
writing that the president is “ruining the
international order” formed on the back

of an earlier generation that “has fought
against fascism, has fought against Na-
zism.” Yet Milley stayed in his role, and
today remains chairman of the Joint
Chiefs under President Joe Biden.

In the run-up to the 2020 election,
Milley also feared that Trump might
seek out a “Reichstag moment” to ex-
ploit his own lies about the election
being rigged, referring to Adolf Hit-
ler’s propagandistic exploitation of the
Reichstag fire in 1933 as justification
for seizing control of Germany. Milley
even believed Trump’s behavior to be
“Hitler-like,” according to the book. His
fears included that the president could
declare martial law or invoke the Insur-
rection Act; Milley secretly communi-
cated with a back channel of adminis-
tration and military officials in attempts
to keep the peace.

Trump’s volatility in the period af-
ter the election was also provoked by
Israel’s then-prime minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, according to Milley, who
believed that Netanyahu was trying to
provoke the president to launch a mil-
itary strike against Iran before he left
office. In a conversation Glasser first
reported in the New Yorker last year,
Milley said he personally confronted
Netanyahu in Jerusalem and told him to
back off, then warned Trump, “If you do
this, you’re going to have a f-king war.”

Several attempts to assassinate Hitler
were made by German military officers
during World War II, of which the most
famous ones were the Oster Conspiracy
of 1938 and Colonel Claus Schenk von
Stauffenberg’s bomb plot of 1944. HW
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Sam Schloss Lodge Donates
Bears to West Clinic

Members of Sam Schloss Lodge of
B’nai B’rith recently presented 324
stuffed bears to West Clinic.

“One patient stated she was having a
bad day and receiving the bear made her
day, said West Clinic Volunteer Coordi-
nator Ruby Maclin. “When our patients
receive a bear, they show instant grat-
itude.”

Schloss Lodge member Barbara Hell-
man commented, “A lady simply told
me ‘I needed that today. Thank you so
much.” T realized how much comfort
these bears can give a patient.”

Sar /Nitzvah

Daniel Ethan Kahane

Daniel Ethan Kahane, son of Elana
and Josh Kahane, will mark the occasion
of his bar mitzvah this coming Shabbos
at the Young Israel of Memphis. Rabbi
Akiva Males will officiate.

Daniel will lead the morning services,
read the weekly Torah portion and hafto-
ra, and deliver a speech to the congre-
gation. A kiddush luncheon will follow.

In addition to preparing for his bar
mitzvah, Daniel has spent the past year
studying with Rabbi Uriel Nashofer of
the Memphis Kollel.

As part of the bar mitzvah weekend,
on Friday evening, the Kahane family
will host an Oneg Shabbos at their home
with special guest, international Jewish
music sensation, Joey Newcomb.

Daniel’s bar mitzvah weekend con-
cludes on Sunday with a special Basket-
ball Clinic led by 2022 Division Il NCAA
Mens’ Basketball Coach of the Year Elliot
Steinmetz and three of the stars from the
ranked #1 in the nation, Yeshiva Univer-
sity Maccabees. Coach Steinmetz and the
players will spend Shabbos in Memphis
as part of Daniel’s bar mitzvah weekend.
The Basketball Clinic will take place at
the FEDEX Forum.

The bears were delivered by Dr. Joel
Turetzky, Neal Berlin, Elaine Miner and
Barbara Hellman.

Since the beginning of this year, the
several hundreds of bears provided by
Schloss Lodge have brought smiles to
the residents of the Memphis Jewish
Home & Rehab, Wendy and Avron B.
Fogelman Jewish Family Service at the
MIJCC, Germantown EMT, The Bowie
Center and West Clinic.

Funds were provided by donations
from individual lodge members and a
grant from B’nai Tzedek. HW

Bornblum Judaic Studies at
The University of Memphis
welcomes Dr. Michael Hundley

Dr. Michael Hundley was recently
named professor of ancient and world
religions at Bornblum Judaic Studies at
The University of Memphis. Dr. Hun-
dley began his academic career as an
economics major at Amherst, but after,
as he describes it, an “existential cri-
sis,” he began the study of religion, with
stops in Chicago, Boston, Jerusalem
and Cambridge, where he earned his
PhD. After two years as an Alexander
von Humboldt Postdoctoral Research
Fellow at the University of Munich, he
taught in the U.S. at Georgetown, St. Jo-
seph’s, Scranton, Syracuse and Central
Washington University.

He is the author of three books,
“Keeping Heaven on Earth: Safeguard-
ing the Divine Presence in the Priestly
Tabernacle,” “Gods in Dwellings: Tem-
ples and Diving Presence in the Ancient
Near East” and “Yahweh among the
Gods: The Divine in Genesis, Exodus,
and the Ancient Near East.” He is pres-
ently working on his fourth book, “An-
cient Gods and Monsters.”

Dr. Michael Hundley

Dr. Hundley believes that seeking to
understand the religions of the world,
ancient and modern, is a transforma-
tional experience and hopes to lead his
students toward a greater knowledge of
religion and life. HW

Rare Roman ‘Goddess Coin’ Discovered Off

Carmel Coast

(JNS) — A rare 1,850-year-old bronze
coin bearing the image of Roman moon
goddess Luna and the Cancer zodiac
sign has been recovered from the seabed
off the Carmel coast in northern Israel,
the Israel Antiquities Authority (IAA)
reported last Monday.

In Roman mythology, Luna represents
the moon, and is the female counterpart
of her brother, Sol, the personification
of the sun. Luna wears a crescent, sym-
bolizing the new moon, as a crown and
rides a chariot.

IAA numismatics expert Lior Sand-
berg found the coin, the first of its type
discovered in Israel, during a maritime
survey designed to protect antiquities
from accelerated coastal development.

The coin was minted in Alexandria,
Egypt, by the Emperor Antoninus Pius

The coin dates to Year 8 of

the rule of Emperor Antoninus
Pius, 144-145 CE | Courtesy:
Yaniv Berman/ Israel Antiquities
Authority

(138-161 C.E.) as part of a series of 13
coins, 12 of which depicted the 12 signs
of the zodiac and another imprinted with
the entire zodiac wheel. One side of this
particular coin is dated “Year Eight,” a
reference to the eighth year of Antoni-
nus Pius’ rule, 144/145 C.E., and the

reverse side depicts the Cancer sign un-
derneath the goddess figure.

IAA general director Eli Eskosi-
do said, “In the last decade, Israel has
changed its perception of the sea. Rather
than simply defining the country’s bor-
der, the sea is now recognized as an inte-
gral part of our cultural heritage.

“In addition to security, strategic and
economic concerns, Israel’s territorial
waters contain natural resources and
cultural assets that must be explored and
protected in the light of diverse devel-
opment interests. The maritime survey
around Haifa is part of this process, and
the rare coin recovered is a vivid re-
minder of its cultural importance,” Es-
kosido said.

This article first appeared in Israel
Hayom. HW
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Watch Them Thrive with In-Home Care

The specially trained caregivers at Comfort Keepers pro-
vide meaningful, in-home care so seniors can live inde-
pendently. From providing companionship to caring for
those with dementia, we're here to help your loved one
thrive and give you peace of mind.

Comfort
Keepers.

Elevating the
Human Spirit”

In-Home
Care Services

- Personal care

- Companionship and
housekeeping

- Dementia and
Alzheimer's care

Daniel attends the Margolin Hebrew
Academy where he is in the eighth
grade. He is the grandson of Joanne and
Dr. Joel Kahane and Ricki and Michael
Krupp. He is the maternal great-grand-
son of Mr. Al Thomas. HW

901-207-8209
Home + Life + Care | ComfortKeepers.com

- Respite care

Comfort Keepers of the Mid-South, 5668 S Rex Rd #200, Memphis, Tennessee 38119

- : : : - Safety solutions
© 2022 CK Franchising, Inc. An international network where most offices are independently owned and operated.

HebrewWatchman-print-8-18-2022.indd 5 8/10/22 10:36 PM



PAGE6 | AUGUST 18,2022

THE HEBREW WATCHMAN | hebrewwatchman.com

The Secret Jewish History of Olivia Newton-John

-

Credit: Olivia Newton-John Image by Getty Images

By Seth Rogovoy

Editor’s Note: Olivia Newton-John
has died at the age of 73. As a remem-
brance of her, we are republishing this
2019 article about her Jewish heritage
and influences.

In a recent celebrity memoir, the au-
thor writes, “In 1933, my Jewish grand-
father fled from Germany with his wife,
Hedwig, to escape Hitler’s regime. He
was not only a brilliant mind but also
a humanitarian who helped Jews escape
Germany. I’'m extremely proud of my
peace-loving grandfather.” The grandfa-
ther was Nobel Prize-winning physicist
Max Born, one of the founders of quan-
tum mechanics and a longtime friend
of Albert Einstein. The granddaughter,
which might come as a surprise to some,
is Olivia Newton-John.

In fact, the English-born Aus-

tralian singer/actress has plenty of
yikhes to spread around. Her maternal
great-grandfather was prominent Ger-
man-Jewish jurist Victor Ehrenberg; her
father was a British intelligence officer
who took Deputy Fiihrer Rudolf Hess
into custody during World War II; and
she also traces her ancestry back to Prot-
estant theologian Martin Luther.

Some of these details are covered in
Newton-John’s new memoir, “Don’t
Stop Believin’,” named after the title
track of her 1976 album (not to be con-
fused with the execrable 1981 hit of the
same name by the band Journey). The
phrase “Don’t Stop Believin’” is also a
concise summary of God’s command-
ments to the Israelites, although this
may not be what Newton-John had in
mind when she titled her autobiography.

Newton-John apparently did, howev-

er, have some serious Jewish mystical
concepts in mind when she recorded her
2006 album “Grace and Gratitude.” The
new-agey confection is rife with instru-
mental interludes with titles including
“Yesod,” “Hod,” “Nezah,” “Tiferet,”
“Hesud-Gevurah,” “Binah,” ‘“Hoch-
mah” and “Keter” — names correspond-
ing with the divine sefirot, or vessels of
divine energy, in the Kabbalistic Tree
of Life. Although she doesn’t discuss
this in her memoir, she does write about
her friendship with fellow pop star/ac-
tress Madonna, a self-professed adept of
Kabbalah.

One of the best-selling artists of all
time — she boasts four Grammy Awards,
five number-one hits, and 10 other Top
10 hits — Newton-John first hit num-
ber-one on the Adult Contemporary
chart in 1971 with a version of “If Not
for You,” written by Bob Dylan. Her
next big hit, “I Honestly Love You,”
was written by Jeff Barry (born Joel
Adelberg in Brooklyn, N.Y. and best
known for his work with Ellie Green-
wich) in collaboration with the Austra-
lian born singer-songwriter Peter Allen.
It was her first number-one pop hit; it
garnered her two Grammy Awards; and
it also established her as a country mu-
sic chart-topper.

Newton-John became an international
superstar when she appeared in the 1978
film adaptation of the Broadway musi-
cal “Grease,” sharing top billing with
John Travolta, fresh from his “Saturday
Night Fever” success. The soundtrack to
the low-budget movie musical, copro-

duced by Allan Carr — born Allan Sol-
omon — spawned several huge hits, and
her portrayal as a spandex-clad hottie
helped loosen her constricting girl-next-
door image, paving the way for her fol-
low-up album, “Totally Hot,” adorned
with a photo of her bedecked complete-
ly in leather.

That was followed soon after by
the hit single “Physical” — co-written
by American-born Jewish-Australian
songwriter Steve Kipner — which spent
10 weeks at number one, becoming the
biggest-selling song of the 1980s. At the
time, the song was considered so sex-
ually provocative (some radio stations
even banned it) that when it came time
to film the music video, they took it out
of the bedroom and into the gym, trans-
forming it from a steamy romance into
an exercise anthem.

Newton-John has been something of
a spiritual seeker throughout her life.
She ascribes her restlessness partly to
Max Born. She writes, “My grand-
father Max Born had a famous quote
where he said, ‘The belief that there
is only one truth and that oneself is in
possession of it, seems to me the deep-
est root of all that is evil in the world.’
My whole life I searched for one thing
I could believe in, but I couldn’t find
just one because I believe in possibil-
ities and respect all people’s different
faiths. I have a real problem with peo-
ple killing each other for what they be-
lieve, so my grandfather’s words put it
all into perspective for me. I agree with
him.” HW
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IDF Demolishes Homes of
Terrorists Behind Deadly
Independence Day Attack

Israeli forces demolishing the home in Rumana, near Jenin, of one of the
terrorists responsible for a deadly attack in Elad in May, on Aug. 7, 2022.
Credit: Israel Defense Forces.

By Lilach Shoval and Shahar

Klaiman

(Israel Hayom via JNS) — As a shaky
cease-fire between Israel and the Pal-
estinian Islamic Jihad took effect last
Sunday night, Israeli forces demolished
the homes in the village of Rumana near
Jenin of the two terrorists responsible
for murdering three Israelis in Elad in
May.

The High Court of Justice rejected pe-
titions to stay the demolition.

During the operation, local residents
began rioting, burning tires and stoning
the Israeli forces, who deployed crowd
control measures.

As’ad Yousef As’ad al-Rifa’i and
Subhi Emad Subhi Abu Shqgeir were in-
dicted approximately two months ago

for the attack, which took place on Isra-
el’s Independence Day.

According to the indictment, they
were wielding axes and knives when
they broke through the security fence
around the village of Rantis, from where
they were picked up and taken to Elad.

When they arrived in Elad, they mur-
dered the driver, Oren Ben Yiftah, and
set out on a killing spree that lasted sev-
eral minutes. At a local park, where res-
idents were celebrating Independence
Day, they murdered two more Israelis —
Boaz Gol and Yonatan Havakuk, whose
son was with him at the time.

They were captured in a forest near
Elad following a 60-hour manhunt.

This is a version of an article that first
appeared in Israel Hayom. HW
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Avoiding Probate

Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director - Investments, Wells

Fargo Advisors

Questions for Mike? You can reach him at 901.761.8151 or
Michael .Stein@WellsF argoAdvisors.com
Ja.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael-stein

Probate is the process of proving
the validity of a will and supervising
the administration of an estate, usual-
ly in the probate court. State law gov-
erns the proceedings in the probate
court, so the process can vary from
state to state. Supervising the admin-
istration of an estate can result in ad-
ditional expense, unwanted publicity,
and delays in the distribution of es-
tate assets for a year or longer, which
is why planning to avoid the probate
process may be beneficial.

There are several ways assets trans-
fer on death directly from the decedent/
owner to others without probate. The
following are some of the more com-
mon ways.

Create a living trust. A revocable
living trust is a separate legal entity
that can be set up to hold assets. You
can transfer most assets to a living trust
while you’re alive and have complete
access to and control of those assets
during your lifetime. You can also di-
rect who is to receive assets held in trust
upon your death. The use of trusts in-
volves a complex web of tax rules and
regulations, and usually involves up-
front costs and ongoing administrative
fees. You should consider the counsel
of an experienced estate planning pro-
fessional before implementing a trust
strategy.

Name a beneficiary. Many types
of contracts allow you, as the account
owner, to designate a beneficiary or ben-
eficiaries to receive the assets directly
upon your death, avoiding probate. Ex-
amples include life insurance, annuities,
and retirement accounts such as IRAs
and 401(k)s.

Make accounts payable on death.
Certain other types of accounts, such as
bank accounts and brokerage accounts,
also allow you to designate a beneficiary
to inherit the account at your death with-
out going through probate.

Own real estate jointly or create a
life estate. Owning property jointly, as
joint tenants with rights of survivorship,
is another way to transfer property at
death while avoiding probate. When one
joint owner dies, property ownership
automatically transfers to the surviving
joint owner. You can also create a life
estate in the property. In this case, you
transfer ownership of the property to
others, often called remainder beneficia-
ries, while you retain a life estate in the
property. This means you have the right
to use and control the property during
your lifetime. Upon your death, com-
plete ownership of the property passes
to the remainder beneficiaries.

This information is not intended as tax, legal,
investment, or retirement advice or recommenda-
tions, and it may not be relied on for the purpose
of avoiding any federal tax penalties. You are en-
couraged to seek guidance from an independent
tax or legal professional. The content is derived
from sources believed to be accurate. Neither the
information presented nor any opinion expressed
constitutes a solicitation for the purchase or sale
of any security. This material was written and pre-
pared by Broadridge Advisor Solutions. © 2022
Broadridge Financial Solutions, Inc.

Investment and Insurance Products are:

Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Fed-
eral Government Agency

Not a Deposit or Other Obligation
of, or Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any
Bank Affiliate

Subject to Investment Risks, In-
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Creators of Hulu’s ‘The Patient’ Defend Casting Steve Carell as
Jewish Therapist in Latest 'Jewface’ Flare-Up

Steve Carell plays a therapist named Alan Strauss in FX’s new series “The
Patient.” Credit: Screenshot from YouTube

By Caleb Guedes-Reed, Gabe Friedman

(JTA) — The flames of the “Jewface”
debate have been fanned for years,
but the conversation hit a new level of
prominence last fall.

Kathryn Hahn’s casting as the outspo-
kenly Jewish comedy pioneer Joan Riv-
ers in a TV series (which was eventually
dropped) and photos of Bradley Cooper
wearing a prosthetic nose to play Jew-
ish conductor Leonard Bernstein in
what should be a blockbuster film have
added fuel to the discourse over wheth-

HebrewWatchman-print-8-18-2022.indd 8

er non-Jewish actors should be cast as
Jewish characters.

The latest who could get caught in the
crosshairs? Steve Carell.

The non-Jewish actor plays a Jewish
therapist in the upcoming psychological
thriller “The Patient,” which premieres
Aug. 30 on Hulu. In the 10-episode se-
ries, Carell’s therapist character, named
Alan Strauss, is kidnapped by a seri-
al killer named Sam Fortner, played
by Domhnall Gleeson. Sam seeks out

Strauss to cure him of his desires to
commit violence.

The show was created by Joe Weis-
berg and Joel Fields, the producers of
the hit drama “The Americans” who
both grew up in Jewish homes. On a
virtual panel last Tuesday during the
Television Critics Association summer
press tour, the pair defended their cast-
ing decision.

Here’s what Weisberg had to say, via
Variety:

When we came up with the original
idea, the character wasn’t originally
Jewish. And then you start, as you al-
ways do, looking for ways to add spec-
ificity and depth. And we came up with
that idea pretty quickly. But it allowed
us to tap into things from our own lives
... [it] added just certain dimensions and
it became really a lot more fun to write
in a certain way after that. I'd say that
was number one. And casting Steve,
who is not Jewish, I think our feeling has
always been, as television writers, that
we’re kind of in an area where people
are pretending to be other people. That’s
what everyone does all the time. And
that’s just our main outlook on it. But we
understand some people feel different-
ly about it and that is also fine, too. But

that’s where we were coming from.

And here’s what Fields, whose father
was a rabbi, had to add:

The Jewish themes are very personal
and important to each of us. My dad was
a rabbi, so I grew up in that world. Joe
grew up with a Jewish family, as well.
So we were able to tap into something
very personal for us. And, ultimately, I
think a big part of our belief as story-
tellers is that what we’re doing is trying
to amplify our common humanity. And
that’s something Steve does brilliantly
in this part and Domhnall does brilliant-
ly in his part. And we hope that’s ulti-
mately what people take away from the
specifics that are in the show.

As our friends at Kveller point out,
Weisberg was raised in Chicago by
Bernard Weisberg, a civil rights at-
torney and judge, and Lois Weisberg,
the city’s first commissioner of cultur-
al affairs —once dubbed “perhaps the
most significant architect (or savior)
of cultural Chicago the city ever has
known.” And Fields’ father, Harvey J.
Fields, was a Reform rabbi who led the
Holy Blossom Temple in Toronto be-
fore settling in Beverly Hills as the rab-
bi of the Wilshire Boulevard Temple in
Los Angeles until 2003. HW
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How Judaism, Scientology, Christianity, Mythology and God
Knows What Else Haunt the Dreams Of Netflix’s ‘Sandman’

Tom Sturridge as Dream with his very powerful and important bag of sand
and gas mask thing. Credit: Courtesy of NETFLIX

By Mira Fox

This originally appeared on Forward.
Reprinted with permission.

Neil Gaiman is no stranger to televi-
sion and movie adaptations of his fan-
tasy novels. There’s “Good Omens,”
which he co-wrote with fellow fantasy
author Terry Pratchett, a surprisingly
cozy book about the Antichrist that made
for a pitch perfect miniseries. “Ameri-
can Gods” followed ancient deities as
they’re eradicated by technology; it ran
for three seasons. “Stardust,” a Victo-
rian-style fairy story, became a movie
starring Claire Danes, and “Coraline,”
a delightfully creepy children’s novella,
made for a delightfully creepy stop-mo-
tion film.

Yet “The Sandman,” arguably
Gaiman’s best-known work, and cer-
tainly the one that jump-started his ca-
reer, has never been adapted — until now,
with a Netflix series that premiered last
Friday.

“The Sandman” is a comic series
following the Sandman, or Dream, or
Morpheus, or whatever other names
the world has for the shadowy figure
that rules our collective unconscious. It
ran from 1989-1996, distributed by DC
Comics, and accrued a devoted fanbase,
thanks to its complex web of charac-
ters and references that characterize
Gaiman’s work. It’s a story about sto-
ries and the power they hold over us to

inspire hope and fear and meaning — no
small subject.

What makes Gaiman’s work great is
also what makes it difficult to adapt. His
worlds are meaty, full of overlapping
symbolism that pulls in religion and
mythology and history and sharp socio-
logical observations and layers them all
together to build something familiar yet
new.

The world of “The Sandman” in par-
ticular is known for its breadth. Each is-
sue is an entirely new story in which the
King of Dreams is often a side character
to a rich world populated by the likes of
the three Fates, William Shakespeare,
Cain and Abel, and a nightmare with
teeth for eyes. Gaiman’s interview with
The New York Times in advance of the
series’ launch has footnotes to explain
his rapid-fire references.

The rich source texts likely have
something to do with Gaiman’s own
spiritually eclectic upbringing, which
involved a bar mitzvah facilitated by
observant family members he visited in
London on weekends, all while being
raised by devoted Scientologists and at-
tending schools run by the Church of En-
gland. It’s a scattered background that,
along with a reading diet of Christian
apologist C.S. Lewis and the Catholic,
myth-inclined Tolkien, allows Gaiman
to create the kind of message-driven sto-

Iran Nuclear Program ‘Moving Ahead
Very, Very Fast,” IAEA Head Warns

(JNS) — The director of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency said last
Tuesday that Iran’s nuclear program
was advancing rapidly, and that “good
words” from Iran were not sufficient to
satisfy inspectors.

“They have a very ambitious nuclear
program that needs to be verified in the
appropriate way,” he said, according to
Reuters. The program was growing in
“ambition and capacity” and “moving
ahead very, very fast,” he added.

Speaking in response to a question
about the IAEA’s role in monitoring a
revived nuclear agreement with Iran,
Grossi said, “When it comes to nucle-
ar, good words will not do it.” What is
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needed, he continued, is transparency
and compliance.

“We are ready, and I hope they will be
as well,” he added, according to the report.

Last Monday, the Iranian Atomic En-
ergy Organization head Mohammad Es-
lami said that Iran already possesses the
technical capability to produce an atom-
ic bomb, but has no intention of doing
so0, according to the report. HW
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ries that “need not have happened to be
true,” as he said in a 2012 lecture.

Unfortunately, that sense of truth
doesn’t quite materialize in Netflix’s
adaptation. The show mines every ma-
jor tradition, but somehow doesn’t have
anything to say.

The episodic series follows Dream as
he tries to keep control over his king-
dom, The Dreaming, with the aid of his
librarian, Lucienne, and a talking raven
named Matthew. We see him, at vari-
ous points, try to rein in the dreams and
nightmares he has created when they
go rogue, struggle against his siblings
Desire, Destiny and Despair for control
over humanity, and try to understand the
very humans whose sleeping minds he
rules over.

I’m a fan of Gaiman’s work, but I nev-
er read “The Sandman,” so I came to the
series blind, with none of the inherent
delight some other reviewers had seeing
beloved characters and storylines reen-
acted, apparently quite faithfully. But
the attempt to cram so many of those
stories and characters into a 10-episode
season makes for a fractured viewing
experience, with little sense of through-
line. All the pieces are there — rich ref-
erences, creepy villains and charming
heroes, visuals full of Easter eggs — yet
there are no stakes, nothing the charac-
ters are fighting for or against.

The series opens with Dream captured
by a rogue magician, who has stolen the
tools of his trade — sand, a ruby and a
weird gas mask, all of which are appar-
ently essential to his power yet none of
which have clear uses. Halfway through
the season, Dream has escaped and re-
covered his tools, and the show has
entirely forgotten the havoc supposed-
ly wreaked on humanity by his time in
captivity. Later, he destroys people’s be-
loved dreams of lost spouses or parents
because of the strict rules that govern
the Dreaming, yet we never learn why
these rules exist, leaving Dream feeling
bureaucratic and self-serious.

Dreams, we are told over and over,
are immensely powerful and essential to
life itself, but we never see how or why.
The series can’t keep still long enough
to build any depth, relying on the audi-
ence to inherently recognize the sinister
weight of a character like Lucifer by
name alone instead of having to develop
it. Characters resort to making clumsy
soliloquies on people’s ability to change
or the power of hope, unable to natural-
ly demonstrate those ideas.

There are standalone episodes that are
quite charming, largely when the show
leans into Gaiman’s talent for refer-
ences and religion. (Gaiman produced
the show, but only wrote the opening
episode). In the sixth episode, Dream
makes a man immortal and meets him
every 100 years to check in on whether
he hates life yet; along the way, he also
helps Shakespeare get famous. In anoth-
er arc, he follows his sister, Death, as
she gracefully ushers people away from
life, allowing an elderly Jewish man an
extra moment to say the Shema before
he leaves the world.

And the series excels when it aban-
dons itself to a dark sort of whimsy
instead of focusing on Dream and his
pompous responsibilities. We meet
Cain and Abel, for example, and learn
that Cain murders Abel daily, only for
him to resurrect from a shallow grave,
forgiving his elder brother each time.
There’s a “cereal convention” that is a
thinly veiled conference for serial kill-
ers, where they all listen to keynotes in
a boring hotel room just like any other
conference.

All the pieces are there, and I found
myself fighting to see something deeper,
sure that there was a message to grasp.
But perhaps the lesson to see is that
while mythological and religious stories
have truths to tell us, dreams can only
show us fragments, just like the show.
“The Sandman” might be a story about
stories, but it doesn’t manage to tell one
of its own. HW
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50 Years After Making It to the Baseball
Hall of Fame, Here’'s How Sandy Koufax

Did It
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Sandy Koufax in front of a chalkboard summary of his first no-hitter on
June 30, 1962. Photo by YouTube screenshot

By Frederic J. Frommer

Pitcher Sandy Koufax was the epit-
ome of a late bloomer, not hitting his
peak until his seventh season. But when
it came to the baseball Hall of Fame, he
was a man in a hurry.

On Aug. 7, 1972 — a half-century ago
— the 36-year-old Koufax became the
youngest player ever inducted, follow-
ing perhaps the greatest period of dom-
inance of any pitcher. Players must be
retired for at least five years to be eli-
gible for the baseball Hall of Fame, so
Koufax’s decision to quit the sport at
the age of 31 due to chronic arthritis in
this throwing arm was a factor. But his
selection in his first year was notable, a
feat not accomplished by many of the
sport’s transcendent players, such as Joe
DiMaggio.

Youngest player to be inducted

Koufax received nearly 87% of the
vote of the Baseball Writers Association
of America, easily meeting the 75% re-
quired threshold. After the January 1972
vote, he downplayed entering the hall as
the youngest player.

“Well, that’s only because I had to
retire at 31,” Koufax said. “I had six
good years, the last four being the best.”
He added that he was surprised he got
so many votes: “I didn’t have as many
good years as many people who are in
the Hall of Fame.”

At his induction speech seven months
later in Cooperstown, New York, he re-
mained self-effacing.

“Mine was a career that began inglo-
riously,” Koufax said, thanking Dodgers
pitching coach Joe Becker, who “pushed
me, shoved me, embarrassed me and
made me work, and thank God for him.”

He added: “I thought after my first six

years in baseball, it was going to be, ‘Go
out and look for another job.””

Greatest Jewish athlete ever?

Indeed, before Koufax became argu-
ably the greatest Jewish athlete of all
time, he was an out-of-control pitch-
er. Signed by his hometown Brooklyn
Dodgers after pitching for one sea-
son at the University of Cincinnati,
the southpaw piled up walks and wild
pitches, and had a mostly mediocre first
half-dozen seasons.

“When he first came up, he couldn’t
throw a ball inside the batting cage,”
quipped teammate Duke Snider.

After the Dodgers moved to Los An-
geles, the change of scenery didn’t ini-
tially do Koufax any good — he was 11-
11 with a 4.48 ERA and led the National
League with 17 wild pitches in their first
season there, 1958.

By Koufax’s reckoning, things started
to turn around when he decided not to
throw to spots rather than try to blow the
ball past every batter — which is when
he said he became a pitcher, not just a
thrower. The suggestion in 1961 by his
Jewish catcher, Norm Sherry, that Ko-
ufax take something off his fastball, is
credited with helping the pitcher reach
his potential.

His first good season

His first good season was 1961, when
the 25-year-old went 18-13 with a 3.52
ERA, setting a new National League
record with 269 strikeouts. The next
year, 1962, he threw the first of his
four no-hitters, went 14-7 and posted a
league-best 2.54 ERA.

By 1963, he was virtually unhittable,
leading the league in wins (25), ERA
(1.88), shutouts (11) and strikeouts

(306), winning both the Cy Young and
MVP Awards.

“I can see how he won 25 games,” said
New York Yankees catcher Yogi Berra,
one of seven other players inducted that
cloudy summer day in 1972. “What I
don’t understand is how he lost five.”

Opver his last five seasons, Koufax led
the league in ERA every time, while
winning three Cy Young Awards and
one MVP. He helped the Dodgers win
three NL pennants and two World Series
titles during that run.

In the ’63 World Series, he led the
team to a sweep of the Yankees, the fran-
chise that had bedeviled the Dodgers in
multiple October subway series back
when the team was in Brooklyn. Kou-
fax went 2-0 with a 1.50 ERA, beating
Yankees ace Whitey Ford in the first and
final games, to claim the series MVP.

Skipping a World Series game

The Dodgers returned to the World
Series in 1965, when Koufax became an
even bigger hero to many Jewish fans
by sitting out the first game because it
fell on Yom Kippur. That didn’t slow
him down on the field — he went 2-1
against the Minnesota Twins, and threw
a three-hit, complete game shutout in
the seventh and deciding game, winning
the World Series MVP again, this time
with a 0.38 ERA.

The next year, Koufax went out on
top — going 27-9 with a 1.73 ERA and
27 complete games in his final season,
1966.

His combination of a devastating
curveball and high-octane fastball left
many hitters baffled in the early and
mid ‘60s.

“Either he throws the fastest ball I've
ever seen, or I’'m going blind,” said out-
fielder Richie Ashburn, a two-time bat-
ting champion and lifetime .308 hitter.

The ‘Melting Pot’ inductees

Koufax’s co-inductees in 72 included
catcher Josh Gibson and first baseman
Buck Leonard, the first Hall of Fame
selections to have played their entire
careers in the Negro Leagues. Kou-
fax, Leonard, Berra, and pitchers Early
Wynn and Lefty Gomez were inducted
that day, along with three others posthu-
mously, including Gibson.

“They scarcely could have been more
representative of Melting Pot USA,”
The Sporting News wrote of the five
living inductees. “Humble and appre-
ciative, they stood before a microphone
in typically small-town USA ... A Jew
from New York, an Italian from Missou-
ri, a Scotch-Irish-Indian from Alabama,
a Spaniard from California and a Negro
from North Carolina.”

Ever humble, Koufax said, “How
good it feels to be in such distinguished
company.” HW

Israeli Security
Forces Kill
Wanted
Terrorist
Ibrahim
Nabulsi in
Nablus

(JNS) — Israeli forces killed wanted
Palestinian terrorist Ibrahim Nabulsi in
Nablus last Tuesday morning during an
hours-long gun battle.

One other terrorist was also killed and
10 others wounded in the raid, which
was a joint operation by the Israel De-
fense Forces, Israel Security Agency
and Israel Police.

Nabulsi and several other gunmen
had opened fire on the Israeli forces
after barricading themselves inside a
residential building in the city’s kasbah
area, according to the IDF.

Members of the Israel Police Count-
er-Terrorism Unit hit the building with a
shoulder-fired missile, the military said
in a statement.

During the operation, local residents
rioted, hurling rocks and explosive de-
vices at the Israeli forces, who respond-
ed with riot-dispersal tools as well as
live fire.

Nabulsi, known locally as “The Lion
of Nablus,” was a member of the unaf-
filiated “Baruka” terrorist cell, accord-
ing to the IDF. Responsible for several
shooting attacks against Israeli civilians
and soldiers in the Nablus region and
the surrounding area, including at Jo-
seph’s Tomb, he had narrowly escaped
from the Israeli military several times in
the past.

Israeli Prime Minister Yair Lapid ad-
dressed the raid last Tuesday, calling the
elimination of Nabulsi “another step in
our uncompromising fight against ter-
rorism.”

“I commend the joint action of the
security organizations — ISA, IDF and
the Israel National Counter-Terror-
ism (INCT) Unit of the Israel Police —
which led to a highly successful, precise
action, without [Israeli] casualties,” he
said in a statement.

“The ISA has again proven its intel-
ligence superiority against the terrorist
organizations. I would like to thank the
men and women of the ISA who took
part in the operation for their daring,
creativity and determination to find and
strike terrorists in places that they mis-
takenly assume will be a safe haven for
them,” he added. HW

NEW
DEADLINES FOR
STORIES AND ADS
TUESDAYS AT NOON

Lapid Proclaims ‘Strength, Ingenuity of IDF Dealt Devastating Blow

to Enemy’

(JNS) — In his first public statements
since the ceasefire between Israel and
the Palestinian Islamic Jihad in the Gaza
Strip, Israeli Prime Minister Yair Lapid
characterized the successes of the Israeli
Defense Forces in “Operation Breaking
Dawn,” as well as outlined his plans for
the future of Gaza.

Lapid said during a prime-time press
conference last Monday that the IDF
achieved its objectives during the oper-
ation and restored deterrence to Gaza.

He also defended the IDF’s use of
force but said that the IDF made a spe-
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cial effort to prevent civilian casualties.

“The State of Israel will not apologize
for protecting its residents using force,
but the death of innocents, especially
children, is heartbreaking,” he said, ac-
cording to The Times of Israel.

He added that Israel will protect itself,
but that Gazans had “another way” in
which they can go to provide a liveli-
hood and a life of dignity for everyone
who wants to live in peace.

“There is another way to live. The
path of Abraham Accords, of the Ne-
gev Summit, of innovation and econo-

my, of regional development and joint
projects,” he said. “The choice is yours.
Your future depends on you.”

According to i24 News, Lapid said
that Finance Minister Avigdor Lieber-
man was preparing an “orderly program
of aid and compensation” for the resi-
dents of Gaza.

Lapid also thanked opposition lead-
ers, including former Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, for supporting
the military maneuver. He also thanked
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi
and Intelligence Minister Abbas Kamel

for helping broker the ceasefire agree-
ment.

The prime minister’s statement was
followed by a statement from Israeli
Defense Minister Benny Gantz.

Gantz said that the operation’s success,
which was based on operational intelli-
gence capabilities built over the years,
sent a “clear message to our enemies.”

He added that “if it becomes neces-
sary, we will launch a preemptive strike
in the future as well to protect the cit-
izens of Israel, its sovereignty and its
infrastructure.” HW
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Man Charged with Anti-Semitic
Hate Crime Claims Jews ‘Control

Everything’

(JNS) — An anti-Israel activist who
allegedly attacked a Jewish man during
a protest outside Israel’s consulate and
Permanent Mission to the United Na-
tions in New York in April is using
social media to claim that he wasn’t at
fault, despite facing federal hate-crimes
charges.

According to the watchdog group Ca-
nary Mission, in a TikTok video, Saadah
Masoud claims: “A Zionist who came to
one of our protests masked up, wearing
a weapon and everything, swinging at
everybody, and I disarmed him and now
they are trying to charge me with a hate
crime for that one.”

That’s not how the federal govern-
ment sees it.

A federal complaint filed on June 10
states that based on a “review of vid-
eo surveillance,” Masoud “approaches
Victim-1" (identified at the time of the
assault as Matt Greenman, a Jewish
man from Westchester, N.Y.), “grabs
Victim-1 by the shoulder and throws
Victim-1 to the ground.”

“ ... [Masoud] begins striking Vic-
tim-1 on the head and the face, while
shoving away bystanders who attempt
to intervene,” the complaint continues,
noting that the attack continued for
“nearly 20 seconds.”

Masoud was arrested in June and re-
leased on bail; he is presently on “home
detention” with a monitoring device
pending a court date.

In the TikTok video, which is no
longer available for viewing, Masoud
resorts to the old canards of Jews con-
trolling to media, claiming he is being
portrayed as an “evil guy [who] beats up
Jews in New York City. ... They, they
control the media. They control every-
thing.”

According to Canary Mission, Ma-
soud, who is out on bail, “has a history
of violence and of physically assaulting
Israel supporters.”

They claim that he previously led a
group of anti-Israel protesters in New
York in attacking two Israel support-
ers and punching one of the men in the
head. That assault in May 2021 came
during an anti-Israel protest during
the 11-day conflict between Israel and
Hamas, during which the Gaza-based
Palestinian terror group fired more than
4,000 rockets at civilian populations in
Israel.

In a statement, Canary Mission said
Masoud “is a danger to Jews and the
public at large. We hope the Justice
Department will see a conviction of his
hate crime in the courts.” HW
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Join Our Team

WE'RE HIRING AT THE N]

The Memphis Jewish Community Center is looking
for reliable and self-motivated candidates for the
position of Director of Israel Engagement.

This full-time position is primarily responsible

for developing and implementing programs

for Memphis Jewish community members of

all ages and backgrounds that create a meaningful

connection to the State of Israel and its people.

Benefits:

* Competitive pay

* MJCC membership

* Program discounts for the Early Childhood Center,
Summer Camp, classes, & more

Qualifications:

« Passion for Judaism and Israel
« Strong organizational skills and outstanding
interpersonal skills

Full Job Description at: jccmemphis.org/careers
To Apply:

Please send your resume to resumes@jccmemphis.org

Memphis Jewish 6560 Poplar Avenue, Memphis, TN 38138
Community Center jccmemphis.org « (901) 761-0810
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