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Last week the Memphis Jewish 
Community Center broke ground on 
the fi rst phase of its outdoor renova-
tion, made possible through a generous 

$3 million gift from the Plough Foun-
dation.

Members of the MJCC Board were on 
site Tuesday, August 16 with pickleball 

paddles, hard hats and shovels to com-
memorate construction beginning on a 
permanent outdoor pickleball facility, 
complete with eight courts and shaded 

seating.
CEO Larry Skolnick stated, “The 

MJCC is so excited to kick off this in-
credible expansion of our outdoor space 
and all that it will offer to our mem-
bers. With the quick rise in popularity 
of pickleball we are thrilled to be able 
to provide this state-of-the-art facility as 
a benefi t of membership here at the J!”

The pickleball courts are the fi rst in a 
multi-phased project that will span the 
next 12-18 months, resulting in a full re-
development of the outdoor space at the 
MJCC. This redevelopment will expand 
the features and programs the J has to 
offer its members with phase one ex-
pected to wrap up later this fall. As more 
players in the community are drawn to 
the sport of pickleball, the outdoor fa-
cility will provide players a dedicated 
space for play, practice, lessons, tourna-
ments and more.

Later phases of the project will in-
clude a 4-foot asphalt walking/running 
track that will surround the entire out-
door space, construction of a multi-pur-
pose building in the campground area, a 
ropes course and new drainage systems 
to address usability of the outdoor fi eld 
space at the MJCC. HW
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The Temple Israel Museum to Open an Exhibit Honoring 
Rabbi James A. Wax and His Dedication to Social Justice
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“Righteous Among Men: Rabbi James A. Wax, A Life Dedicated to 
Social Justice” will chronicle the career and conscience of Rabbi 
Wax, Temple Israel’s Senior Rabbi from 1954-1978

The Temple Israel Museum is pleased 
to announce the creation of a multi-di-
mensional exhibit featuring the reli-
gious, spiritual, and social conscience of 
Rabbi James A. Wax, who led Temple 
Israel from 1954-1978.

Made possible by the generosity of 
sponsors from Temple Israel and others 
throughout the community, “Righteous 
Among Men: Rabbi James A. Wax, A 
Life Dedicated to Social Justice,” will 
open on Sunday, September 18. The ex-
hibit will showcase Rabbi Wax’s com-
mitment to Judaism and social justice 

– a commitment that defi ned his life, 
paving the way for his pivotal role in 
the 1968 Memphis Sanitation Workers’ 
Strike and his visionary leadership as an 
advocate for those with mental illness.

“The legacy of Rabbi Wax is felt in 
the mission of Temple Israel and the 
fabric of the greater Memphis com-
munity to this day,” said Rabbi Micah 
Greenstein. “Social justice has always 
been Reform Judaism’s crown jewel, 
and no leader was more committed to 

(See Wax Page 2)

The Mednikow TimeKeeper 1891

           474 Perkins Extended                                                                 mednikow.com

Treat your wrist to the good looking, precision-crafted Mednikow TimeKeeper 1891  ■  Intelligently
designed with an elegant simplicity and accuracy backed by our Mednikow Warranty  ■  Swiss quartz 

movement, sapphire crystal, embossed leather strap with ribbed buckle or stainless steel 
bracelet, $ 650  ■  From Mednikow, because how you keep time is important
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My experience on BBYO’s Inter-
national Leadership Seminar in Israel 
(ILSI) was the journey of a lifetime, my 
fi rst-ever visit to Israel. Over the three 
weeks that we spent in Israel, we were 
able to see and learn more than I had 
ever imagined to be possible. From hik-
ing Masada, seeing Ben Gurion’s kib-
butz home in the Negev, surfi ng in Tel 
Aviv, praying at the Kotel and exploring 
a Jerusalem shuk before Shabbat, every 
day provided me with a new experience. 
Each of these experiences deepened my 
connection to Israel and to the Jewish 
people, strengthening a bond I know 
will never be broken.

When I arrived on the trip, I knew 
almost no one. Yet in the blink of an 
eye, I was surrounded by friends who 
I talk to every day and have changed 

MY BBYO Israel Experience
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Over 20 Years of Experience

By Sarah Hochman
my life. Being on a trip with 160 other 
Jewish teens from a plethora of differ-
ent countries was absolutely incredi-
ble; it helped me to realize how much 
we have in common with one another 
even though we live completely differ-
ent lives in completely different places. 
It also was a prime and inspiring ex-
ample that Judaism thrives today in so 
many communities all over the world.

Our various guest speakers, staff mem-
bers, and tour guides affi rmed this, giving 
us perspectives from all of their unique 
stories and connections to Israel. They 
gave us learning opportunities we would 
never get from school or even a family Is-
rael trip, and that knowledge will forever 
remain a great asset. If nothing else, ev-
eryone (including myself) learned: there 
is nowhere quite like Israel. HW

Wax...
(Continued From Page 1)

the vision of the Hebrew prophets to end 
injustice than Rabbi Wax. We each have 
a lesson to learn from both Rabbi Wax’s 
words and his actions.”

The dynamic exhibit explores how the 
son of immigrants and only Jewish fam-
ily of Herculaneum, Missouri, was lured 
to the religious pulpit and, in particular, 
to Temple Israel in Memphis in 1946. 
Temple Israel is the oldest and larg-
est Jewish congregation in Tennessee, 
founded in 1853, with only eight senior 
rabbis serving its 170-year history.

As president of the Memphis Min-
isters Association in 1968, Rabbi Wax 
led the march of hundreds of ministers 
to City Hall the day following Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King’s death, and confronted 
Mayor Henry Loeb on national tele-
vision when he said, “There are laws 
far greater than the laws of Memphis 
and Tennessee, and these are the laws 
of God, human decency and dignity.” 
When Rabbi Wax passed away in 1989, 
the newspaper called him “the moral 
conscience of the community.”

“This exhibit is important not only to 
our Jewish community, but also to the 
entire faith community, civic organiza-
tions and school groups,” said Rabbi 
Greenstein. “The conversations created 
from this exhibit will be indispensable 
hands-on learning tools, and we will 
make it widely available to all who need 
it. It is our hope that by refl ecting on the 
past, we can inspire the positive social 
change Rabbi Wax emulated.”

The Temple Israel Museum is grate-
ful to the following Presenting Sponsors 

for their support: The Herbert Shainberg 
Foundation, O. Mason and Ann B. Haw-
kins, and members of the James A. Wax 
family: James A. Wax Jr., Jonathan I. 
Wax and James R. Wax.

The exhibit will open with a com-
munity reception at Temple Israel on 
Sunday, September 18, from 3-5 p.m. It 
will remain free and open to the entire 
community. RSVP and learn more at
timemphis.org/rabbiwax.

Temple Israel Museum Hours: 
1376 East Massey Road, Memphis, 

TN 38120
Tuesday-Thursday, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Sunday, 10 a.m. - Noon
First Friday of each month, 5-6 p.m. 

(before Shabbat services) HW
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share with The Hebrew Watchman readers 
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To accommodate a growing student 
body, new faculty members – six teach-
ers, a teacher assistant and a guidance 
counselor – joined Bornblum Jewish 
Community School for the 2022-2023 
school year.

Bornblum added a new kindergarten 
and second grade class to allow teachers 
to evenly split their instruction between 
students.

“This year, we are excited to have 
the largest enrollment in over a de-
cade,” said Head of School Daniel R. 
Weiss, Ed.D. “We now have two sec-
tions of kindergarten and second grade, 
which allows us to maximize our stu-
dent-to-teacher ratio, so students get the 
individualized attention they deserve.”

The new Bornblum teachers in-
clude Aviva Zucker (kindergarten Jew-
ish Studies teacher), Sarah Schulman 
(kindergarten teacher), Rinat Kremer 
(second grade Jewish Studies and He-
brew teacher), Kayla Buchanan (sec-
ond grade teacher), Christa Jolly (third 
grade teacher), Mary Beth Beeber (mid-
dle school Science and Design Thinking 
teacher), and Terry NeSmith (first grade 
teacher assistant).

Along with new faculty members, a 
middle school coordinator position was 
created, filled by Charna Schubert, who 
also teaches middle school math.

Bornblum’s Director of Curriculum 

Bornblum Welcomes New 
Faculty, Staff Members for 
2022-2023 Year

and Instruction, Jill Cross, said the new 
faculty brings fresh energy and perspec-
tives to enhance the education experi-
ence for the students of Bornblum.

“This year as our school focuses on 
sparking new stories, I am grateful for the 
introduction of this group of educators 
into the narrative of our school,” Cross 
said. “Each brings unique passions and ex-
pertise that will contribute to the dynamic 
learning environment at Bornblum.”

Two new staff members joined the 
Bornblum team: Danielle Zelig as di-
rector of admissions and parent engage-
ment and Zack Orsborn as director of 
marketing and communications.

Over the course of the last several 
months, Bornblum worked in coordina-
tion with Margolin Hebrew Academy, 
Jewish Community Partners and Fogel-
man Jewish Family Services to address 
both schools’ desire to continue offering 
a school-based guidance counselor.

The guidance counselor position – 
filled by Lauren Wingate – was made 
possible by a grant from the Memphis 
Jewish Federation Annual Community 
Campaign, an anonymous donor and 
funds from Bornblum and Margolin He-
brew Academy.

To learn more about Bornblum Jew-
ish Community School’s current and 
new faculty and staff members, visit 
www.bornblum.org. HW

The MJCC Larisa and Ben Baer 
Senior Adult Club Happenings
Lunch is Monday–Friday at 11:30 a.m. All programs start at 12:15 p.m. 
There has been a change in this week’s programs. Please see below!

Tuesday, August 30
Join us for a repeat of our Ice Cream 

Social!
Non-Dairy Ice Cream in a multitude 

of flavors, plus toppings sure to please!
Sprinkles, chocolate sauce and non-

dairy whipped cream. Whatever you 
choose.

Come for lunch or just the ice cream 
desert! Reservations are required. Call 
MJCC Front desk at 901.761.0810. 
Conversation is included also!

Thursday, September 1
First of September Super Bingo!
Join us for special prizes PLUS free 

lunches with each prize!! Everyone 
loves this favorite Game. No reserva-
tions required.

Tuesday, September 6
Field Trip to the Belz Museum of 

Asian and Judaic Art
In talking about this incredible Muse-

um, Mr. Jack Belz said, “our planet is 
home to a marvelous diversity of cul-
tures with rich artistic and historic leg-
acies. The intricate creations of Chinese 
artists rank among the most inspiring. 
These artworks are frequently crafted 
of rare and precious materials, which 
reveal an enormous patience and pains-
taking execution. Please make your 
reservation by calling the MJCC Front 
desk.

Thursday September 8
Ask the Rabbi: Featuring Rabbi 

Levi Klein
Rabbi Klein of Chabad of Tennes-

see always engages his audience with 
thoughtful answers and a few questions 
of his own! Please join us for this inter-
esting question and answer period!

Please join us from Monday through Friday for a delicious Kosher lunch from the 
Kitchens at the Memphis Jewish Home & Rehab. The cost is only $2 for seniors. Res-
ervations are required the day before by 1 p.m. by contacting Steve Kaplan, Adult Ser-
vices Coordinator, at 901-259-9220, at stevekaplan@jccmemphis.org or calling the 
front desk at 901-761-0810. HW

British Archaeologist Awarded 
Honorary Medal for Excavation Work 
at Treblinka

(JNS) – A British archaeologist was 
awarded an honorary medal on Aug. 4 
by the Treblinka Museum for her work 
investigating Nazi crimes that took place 
at the concentration camp in Poland.

Caroline Sturdy Colls, a professor of 

conflict archaeology and genocide in-
vestigation with a specialization in Ho-
locaust studies at Staffordshire Univer-
sity in England, was presented with the 
award by the director of the Treblinka 
Museum Edward Kopówka.

The ceremony was also attended by 
94-year-old Holocaust survivor Ike Al-
terman, whose mother and sister were 
murdered in the camp.

The professor, who was previously 
awarded the European Archaeological 
Heritage Prize, was thanked for her “ex-
tensive efforts to honor the victims who 
were murdered in the camps and to ed-
ucate future generations,” reported the 
BBC.

It is the second medal ever awarded 
by the Treblinka Museum.

The professor’s findings formed the 
basis for the museum’s permanent ex-
hibition titled, “Finding Treblinka.” 
During a 2013 excavation led by Sturdy 
Colls, more than 300 items were found, 
including ceramic tiles that were used to 
line gas chambers at the concentration 
camp.

It is far from the first time her work has 
been recognized. Sturdy Colls earned 
the European Archaeological Heritage 
Prize in 2016. She has authored five 
books and other related chapters, and 
numerous papers on archaeology and 
the Holocaust.

“I remain committed to uncovering 
the evidence that the Nazis tried to hide 
at the camps and to trying to uncover the 
stories of the people they tried to erase,” 
she said, according to the BBC.

As many as 800,000 people were 
killed at the Treblinka concentration 
camp between 1942 and 1943, accord-
ing to the Treblinka Museum. HW

“I remain committed to 
uncovering the evidence 
that the Nazis tried to hide 
at the camps and to trying 
to uncover the stories of 
the people they tried to 
erase,” said British professor 
Caroline Sturdy Colls.

NEW DEADLINE FOR STORIES AND ADS
TUESDAYS AT 5PM

WE ARE HAPPY TO ACCEPT YOUR 
STORIES IN ADVANCE.

Office 901.682.1868 • Cell 901.483.0546
shelrose@memphisrelocate.com

Sheldon Rosengarten,
Broker

When you want the job DONE, 
call Shel-DONE!

9.65 Acres For Sale
Ever dream of owning your own 

stocked lake where this big fellow was 
caught? For $399,000 you can own 

9.65 Acres with 1.4 acre lake with dock 
and woods in a setting reminiscent of 

nature’s paradise! 
Hugh Mallory and I just listed

5088 S. Germantown Road and this 
ain’t no fish story! Deer also included 

at no additional charge. Perfect for
you to build upon or merely enjoy. 

And remember…

INCLUDES 1.4 ACRE STOCKED LAKE
Hugh will move YOU!

Hugh Mallory,
Affiliate Broker 

Cell 901.497.9756
hmallory@m-brealtors.com
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This article originally appeared on 
Forward. Reprinted with permission.

Are Trump’s most rabid supporters 
getting into Jewish mysticism?

If a new viral clip from “The Daily 
Show” is any indication, the answer ap-
pears to be yes. 

In the clip, a woman in a flower crown 
at a MAGA rally in Wisconsin tells 
“Daily Show” correspondent Jordan 
Klepper that she is learning gematria – 
or “jematria,” as she pronounces it – to 
decode the world around her.

Gematria, as it’s traditionally under-
stood, is a form of mystic numerology 
most often used in Kabbalah. Each let-
ter in a word is assigned a number; to 
understand the mystic connotations be-
hind a word, those numbers are added 
together. The resulting sums are used to 
interpret the deeper meanings in words, 
phrases or texts.

For example, parallels might be drawn 
between words or phrases that add up 
to the same sums, or certain numbers 
might be considered lucky – such as the 

number 18, which is the gematria value 
of “chai,” the Hebrew word for life.

How does gematria work, per Klep-
per’s subject? The basics are the same 
– kind of. As the woman explains, 
Trump’s numerological value is 88 as is 
“J. Kennedy.” Klepper asks if that means 
that JFK and Trump are the same person. 
“I don’t know,” the woman replies, with 
a sly smile. “That’s what the gematria 
says.” (Mind you, this parallel only 
works for the exact spellings “Trump” 
and “J. Kennedy” – a bit of a stretch.)

At Klepper’s urging, she types a few 
more phrases into her mystical all-see-
ing gematria calculator phone app. The 
phrase “America is in a bad place,” she 
finds, yields the same gematria value as 
“Let’s go Brandon,” a now-famous cod-
ed catchphrase used to decry President 
Joe Biden. She grins triumphantly. “Do 
you have goosebumps yet?” she asks. 
Klepper looks incredulous: Clearly, for 
his subject, there’s only one possible 
meaning to the numbers, but it’s not at 
all obvious to him.

Why Conspiracy Theorists Keep Turning to Jewish 
Mysticism – from Early Nazis to Modern-Day MAGA

Gematria, a form of mystic numerology, is one of several forms of Jewish 
mysticism that’s fascinated conspiracy theorists throughout history. 
Credit: Vitaliia Hryshchenko/iStock by Getty Images

SERVICES AVAILABLE 
• Driver—Courteous and reliable person to take 
you anywhere you need to go in Memphis and sur-
rounding areas: Dr’s appointments, Shopping, Er-
rands, Airport.  Available weekdays and weekends.

• House Sitting and Dog Sitting—
Responsible adult available to stay with your dogs 
while you are away.  I love dogs!

Contact Rick Danzig: 901-337-6009

By Mira Fox

A viral clip of a Trump supporter blissfully misunderstanding Jewish mystic numerology raised old questions 
about how Kabbalah is understood by the public

When I tried to recreate the woman’s 
numbers, I discovered that the tradition-
al Hebrew gematria system did not give 
the same results as the unnamed app. 
One clear reason why: Her calculator 
was using English, not Hebrew – al-
ready a mistake – and, in her second ex-
ample, the number of ways to translate 
“Let’s go Brandon” into Hebrew is so 
various that assigning it any single nu-
merical value is, well, kind of impossi-
ble. Plus, there are several systems used 
to assign values in Hebrew gematria, 
only one of the reasons that it’s gener-
ally a mistake to trust the interpretations 
of casual adherents.

A gematria calculator site I found that 
did give the same numbers reported in 
the video called its system “simple ge-
matria,” assigning values to each letter 
of the English alphabet based on its or-
der – one for A, two for B, and so on.

It was one of many gematria systems 
that the calculator site offered, also in-
cluding “Jewish Gematria” – which it 
still, somehow, explained in English 
letters.

Numerology or arithmancy is not 
a uniquely Jewish concept. Cultures 
throughout history have ascribed numbers 
to words or letters and used mathematics 
to attempt to divine the future or under-
stand the present. But I’ve never before 
heard the term “gematria” used to refer to 
a non-Jewish numerological system.

Yet it turns out that of the wealth of 
gematria sites in the wide world of the 
internet, few pay much, if any, attention 
to Judaism, Hebrew or Kabbalah. Some 
even claim, bafflingly, that gematria 
isn’t specifically Jewish.

It shouldn’t necessarily be surprising 
that there’s a broad set of spiritualists, 
mystics and conspiracy theorists deeply 
into gematria who have no interest in, or 
knowledge of, its roots. Many far right 
groups, such as QAnon, have adopted or 
appropriated a mishmash of shamanic, 

New Age and mystic practices to further 
confirm their belief in various conspira-
cy theories – be they that Michael Jack-
son is alive, as the woman in the video 
clip also claims, or that Trump is a so-
called “lightworker.”

These types of mystic practices are at-
tractive to conspiracy theorists because 
they are unfamiliar enough to feel mys-
terious, exotic and ancient – and there-
fore spiritually authoritative. Just like a 
conspiracy theory, they give the sense of 
being in touch with a powerful but se-
cret world few are aware of.

Researcher Charlotte Ward dubbed 
the phenomenon “conspirituality” in a 
paper published in 2011, but it’s nothing 
new. Even Hitler was briefly into pagan 
mysticism, and other Nazi leaders such 
as Himmler were practitioners of West-
ern occultism.

When traditions and ideas are ab-
sorbed piecemeal, it’s easy to divorce 
them from their roots, and even incor-
porate a practice into an ideology that 
is prejudiced against the source of that 
mystic tradition. That’s how you find 
a woman at a MAGA rally – where 
it’s safe to assume that some attendees 
might believe antisemitic conspiracies 
about, say, secret cabals ruled by George 
Soros – deeply entrenched in gematria. 
Or how you find Kabbalah in the roots 
of the Germanic Volk movement that 
preceded, and helped birth, Nazism.

The real appeal of these co-opted 
mystic practices is that, misused in the 
right way, they reinforce whatever be-
liefs someone is looking to confirm. 
There are hundreds of ways to calculate 
and recalculate any word or phrase, or 
draw parallels through doubling or halv-
ing values to relate words.

After all, according to one gematria 
calculator, the word “gematria” has the 
same value as “foolish” – but also “mes-
siah.” And “horse.” It’s totally obvious 
what that means. HW

The Judge Who Signed the FBI’s Mar-A-Lago Warrant is 
Facing Violent Antisemitic Threats

(JTA) – Bruce Reinhart, the federal 
judge in Florida who signed the warrant 
allowing the FBI to raid former Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s Mar-a-Lago prop-
erty last Tuesday, has been hit with a 
wave of antisemitic threats online.

The outburst has appeared on right-
wing social media platforms and mes-
sage boards, where users have published 
the judge’s name, address and personal 
information. Threats have been direct-
ed at his children and supposed family 

members as well.
Reinhart, who appears to be a mem-

ber of the board of Temple Beth David 
in Palm Beach Gardens, has been a 
magistrate judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of Florida since 2018.

Calls for violence have accompanied 
antisemitic slurs and conspiracy theo-
ries, many referencing how Reinhart 
represented former employees of Jeffrey 
Epstein during a case involving the late 
convicted sex trafficker in 2008. Prior to 

the Epstein case, Reinhart worked as a 
federal prosecutor and then in a private 
practice until 2018.

One user on 4chan, an online message 
board known for racist activity, wrote: 
“About that Judge that signed the search 
Warrant…Bruce Reinhart once quit his 
job as a U.S. Attorney to work for Jef-
frey Epstein.” Another responded writ-
ing, “That is a k***. And a pedophile 
…  He should be tried for treason and 
executed.”

“I see a rope around his neck,” wrote 
a user on the separate pro-Trump mes-
sage board formerly called TheDonald, 
according to Vice News.

The Mar-a-Lago raid concerned con-
fidential documents that Trump alleged-
ly removed from the White House when 
he left in 2021. Subsequent right-wing 
outrage from many of his supporters has 
included calls for civil war and abolish-
ment of the FBI and IRS. HW

By Madeline Fixler
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Watch Them Thrive with In-Home Care
The specially trained caregivers at Comfort Keepers pro-
vide meaningful, in-home care so seniors can live inde-
pendently. From providing companionship to caring for 
those with dementia, we’re here to help your loved one 
thrive and give you peace of mind.

In-Home
Care Services

• Personal care

• Companionship and 
   housekeeping

• Dementia and 
   Alzheimer’s care

• Respite care

• Safety solutions

901-207-8209
Home + Life + Care | ComfortKeepers.com

Comfort Keepers of the Mid-South, 5668 S Rex Rd #200, Memphis, Tennessee 38119

© 2022 CK Franchising, Inc. An international network where most offices are independently owned and operated.

 

 

 
Rosh Hashana Catering 

Appetizers 
White Fish Salad (parve)………………....                 
Chicken Broth Soup………………………. 
Matzah Balls……………………………….                                                                                        
Gefilte Fish………………………………….                     
Plain Round Challah……………………... 
Individual 2 oz. Honey Portion…………..  

                     Side Dishes (half pan serves 15-20) 
                                  Sweet Noodle Kugel…………………….…     
                                  Cornbread Dressing…………………….  
                                  Honey Roasted Vegetables……………………….  
                        Potato Kugel………………………………...  

         Entrees (half pan serves 15-20) 
         Slow-Braised Roast Beef with Gravy….    
          Honey-Roasted Whole Chicken…………..     
          Stuffed Cabbage……………….……………        
          Honey-Glazed Turkey Breast……………………………     

         Desserts 
           Honey Cake……………………………………                                        
          Cookies………………………………………...                      
           Apple Cake…………………………………….                                

 
To order, please call Jordan at 901.756.3229 or email JShulman@memphisjewishhome.org.  

Orders are due by Tuesday, September 13th, 2022.  
Your credit card information is required when we call on Wednesday, September 21st, to 

schedule your order pickup. 
Order pickup will be outside near the front entrance on Friday, September 23rd,  

between 9am–3pm. 
  

$25/lb. 
$18/qrt. 
$3/each 
$3.50/piece 
$8/each 
$1.50/each 

 

   $40/half pan 
   $40/half pan 
   $30/half pan 
   $40/half pan 

$75/half pan  
$25/each (serves 4) 
$40/half pan 
$55/half pan  

$15/loaf 
$8/dz. 
$20/each (serves 6–8) 

Johnny Depp, 
Fresh off  His 
Defamation 
Trial, is 
Directing a 
Film About 
Jewish Italian 
Painter 
Modigliani

(JTA) – Riding a wave of tabloid 
notoriety after winning his highly pub-
licized defamation lawsuit against ex-
wife Amber Heard, Johnny Depp is 
planning to direct a biopic about a dif-
ferent troubled fi gure: the Jewish Italian 
painter Amedeo Modigliani.

The “Pirates of the Caribbean” star 
is partnering with Oscar-winning actor 
Al Pacino to produce the fi lm, which 
will be adapted from the 1979 play 
“Modigliani” by Dennis McIntyre. It 
will chronicle the life of the artist whose 
portraits and sculptures of Parisian 
women (often in the nude, with elongat-
ed faces and limbs) posthumously made 
him the toast of the art world in the early 
20th century.

“The saga of Mr. Modigliani’s life is 
one that I’m incredibly honored, and 
truly humbled, to bring to the screen,” 
Depp said in a statement. “It was a life 
of great hardship, but eventual triumph 
– a universally human story all viewers 
can identify with.”

The production was fi rst reported by 
the Hollywood Reporter. No casting an-
nouncements were made yet, but given 
that the artist died at 35 from tuberculo-
sis, it’s hard to imagine either Depp, 59, 
or Pacino, 82, would play him.

Born to a Sephardic Jewish family in 
Livorno in 1884, “Modi” lived a short 
life marked by constant illness, drug 
and alcohol abuse and a large number 
of lovers (including the painter Jeanne 
Hébuterne, who, eight months pregnant 
with his child, committed suicide the 
day after he died). Though he complet-
ed hundreds of paintings and sculptures, 
Modigliani wouldn’t fi nd recognition 
until years after his death in 1920.

Modigliani very occasionally ex-
plored Jewish themes in his art, includ-
ing in a famous 1908 painting, “The 
Jewess,” but he was always conscious 
of his Jewish identity, according to his 
biographers. That identity was explored 
in a 2017 exhibit at New York’s Muse-
um of Jewish Heritage.

Depp’s fi lm would be the fourth 
Modigliani biopic. A 2004 effort star-
ring Andy Garcia was trashed by crit-
ics, with The New York Times calling it 
“catastrophic.”

Along with an already announced 
role as King Louis XV in an upcom-
ing biopic of the royal mistress Jeanne 
du Barry, Depp is hoping to use the 
Modigliani fi lm to mount a Hollywood 
comeback after a closely scrutinized tri-
al that divided the entertainment indus-
try. During the trial, Heard and her at-
torneys painted a vivid picture of Depp 
as a serial abuser, while he and his team 
aimed to depict her as a manipulative 
liar. The ugliness of the trial spilled onto 
social media, where armies of Depp 
fans (many of whom were later revealed 
to be bots) mobilized against Heard. The 
jury ruled all but one count in Depp’s 
favor and the remaining one in Heard’s; 
both sides have appealed the case. HW

By Andrew Lapin
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Considering purchasing a 
new home or refinancing 
your current one?
With more than 20 years of experience in mortgage lending, Scott Sorin is 
the perfect candidate to assist you with any home financing need. Whether 
you’re considering refinancing, a new home purchase, jumbo loans or portfolio 
lending, Scott is eager to guide you through all of your options.

©2022 First Horizon Bank, NMLS# 472329. All loans subject to approval, including 
credit approval. Some restrictions may apply. Other programs are available. 
Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender.

Scott Sorin
Mortgage Loan Officer
NMLS #40975 
901-759-4805 | 901-378-2244 Mobile
Efax: 901-453-3279 
4990 Poplar Ave. | Memphis, TN 38117 

•  Conventional financing
•  Jumbo

•  FHA/VA
•  Portfolio

Hollywood Star Marlee Matlin to Kick Off Series at MJCC: Let’s 
Talk…More!

Marlee Matlin 
Credit: Meagan Shuptar

On November 13, 2022, in the Belz 
Theater of the Orgel Family Performing 
Arts Center at the Memphis Jewish Com-
munity Center, Oscar Award winning ac-
tress and NY Times Best Selling Author, 
Marlee Matlin will kick off the MJCC’s 
Let’s Talk…More! Series. This exciting 
inaugural event will also be the grand 
reopening of the Belz Theater, unveiling 
major renovations that have enhanced 
the space into a state-of-the-art venue for 
films, speakers and performances.

What sparked this program? Well, of 
course we all know that we are living in a 
time of extreme divisiveness. Some have 
chosen to avoid tough conversations with 
friends and foes, some are unfortunately 
losing relationships over opposing opin-
ions, others make impulsive judgments 
and many no longer seek to understand. 
It’s a time in which some enter debates and 
conversations perhaps only attempting to 
be “right” and to change everyone’s minds 
because there must be only one answer.

“Let’s Talk…More!” focuses on get-
ting back to the basics, to lean on the 
age-old Jewish tradition of healthy de-
bate and conversation in a respectful 
and constructive way. We will be focus-
ing on critical communication skills, the 
importance of understanding one’s past 
experiences and how they shape a per-
son’s beliefs, and that it’s crucial for us 
to question but not judge. Most impor-
tantly, we must invest in each other. We 
must invest the time to get to know each 
other more than just what we see on the 
surface. We must understand that there 
are at least two sides to every conver-
sation, and we must find middle ground 
for us to move forward in a positive way.

We are thrilled to have Marlee Mat-
lin launching this series as our keynote 
speaker. For this first in-person presen-
tation, Matlin plans to take attendees 
through the highs and lows of her Holly-

wood career, journeys as an activist and 
struggles and victories as a deaf person. 
She boldly challenges audiences to ad-
vocate for equity, inclusion, acceptance 
and access for all people to endeavor to 
live a life without judgment of others.

Marlee Matlin received worldwide 
critical acclaim for her film debut in Par-
amount Pictures’ “Children of a Lesser 
G-d,” for which she received the Acad-
emy Award for Best Actress. At age 21, 
she became the youngest recipient of the 
Best Actress Oscar and only one of four 
actresses to receive the honor for her film 
debut. In addition to the Oscar, Marlee re-
ceived the Golden Globe Award for Best 
Actress in a Drama. In 2021, Marlee was 
nominated once again as Executive Pro-
ducer for the Live Action Short, “Feeling 
Through.” And in 2022, her Apple TV+ 
film “CODA” swept every category it 
was nominated in at the 2022 Academy 
Awards, including Best Picture.

The MJCC invites you to join us for 
this inspiring kickoff event for our “Let’s 
Talk…More!” series. Follow up events 
will be geared towards learning about 
ourselves and each other and will have 
participants engaging in conversations 
with each other to better understand addi-
tional perspectives. Dates for the follow 
up events are November 20 at 4 p.m., De-
cember 1 at 7 p.m., and December 11 at 4 
p.m. Each of these events will open with 
a speaker from among the leaders of our 
community including our own Director of 
the Center for Jewish Life and Learning 
at the MJCC Rabbi Abe Schacter-Gam-
pel. More information regarding the other 
speakers will be announced soon.

Please join us in working toward 
changing the culture of our debates and 
conversations, so we reach mutually 
beneficial solutions together. For more 
information, visit www.jccmemphis.org 
or call 901-761-0810. HW

Proud parents Elliott and Jonathan 
Cooper joyfully welcome Harvey 
Machin Cooper, Shefa ben Yonatan 
v’Eliana, who was born on August 5, 
2022. Proud grandparents are Mary 
Anne and Jim Machin, Steve Cooper 
and Diane Boswell Cooper. Welcoming 
him home is big brother Benjamin. “We 
are so blessed and grateful for our new 
family of four,” says Jonathan. HW

Birth 
Announcement

Harvey Machin Cooper

MOVING?
Please let us know

before you go! 

It’s Easy
AND

It saves us time
and money on 
returned mail.

info@HebrewWatchman.com
901.763.2215

or
P.O. Box 770846

Memphis, TN
38177-0846

Thank you for your 
cooperation!
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6060 Poplar Avenue    Suite 140
Memphis, TN 38119 

901.761.1263
www.harkavyshainberg.com

• Business Entities
• Bankruptcy
•   Corporate and Business

Transactions
• Employment and Labor
• Estate Planning and Probate
• Health Care
• Land Use Planning and Zoning
• Landlord/Tenant Law
• Litigation
• Personal Injury
• Real Estate

   Closing  |  Leasing
Lending  |  Foreclosure

• Taxation

60 YEARS OF SERVING
CLIENTS WITH INTEGRITY

AND DEDICATION
TO EXCELLENCE.

1BR | 2BR | Penthouses
Utilities Included
See our floorplans
@ embassyaptsmemphis.com

505 South Perkins Rd. 
In the Heart of East Memphis

THE EMBASSY APARTMENTS
A  D A T T E L  R E A L T Y  P R O P E R T Y 

“Luxury and Location”

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
901-685-8020

Are you happy with the returns on your
CDs, Savings Accounts, or Safe Money?

We have a product that
guarantees you a 2.8% return

with the chance to earn even better.

   As always . . . 
Your long term care, life and annuity specialist

ANNUITY SPECIALIST
STEVE BAER

901 .237.4207
stevenfbaer@gmai l .com

Debbie Rosenthal
(901) 682-5600

drosenthal.dreamvacations.com
drosenthal@dreamvacations.com

‘Rushdie’s Attacker had Direct 
Contact with Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guards’

(Israel Hayom via JNS) – Hadi Matar, 
who attempted to murder writer Salman 
Rushdie last week, is believed to have had 
direct contact with Iran’s Islamic Revo-
lutionary Guard Corps via social media, 
Vice World News reported last Sunday.

A Mideast intelligence source told the 
outlet that it was “clear” that at some 
point before the attack, Matar – who was 
born in the United States to Lebanese 
parents – had been in contact with “peo-
ple either directly involved with or ad-
jacent to the” IRGC’s elite Quds Force. 
The extent of the IRGC’s involvement 
in the attack remained unclear, however, 
the source added.

In an interview with Daily Mail, 
Matar’s mother said that her son had 
become radicalized following a month-
long trip to Lebanon in 2018. Silvana 
Fardos expected her son to return “moti-
vated,” but instead he became “a moody 
introvert” and refused to socialize with 
family and friends.

Matar, 24, appeared in court last Sat-

By Neta Bar
urday, pleading not guilty to charges of 
attempted murder and assault.

He attacked Rushdie, who has long 
been targeted by the Iranian regime over 
a book he authored that offers a critical 
view of Islam, in western New York last 
Friday, stabbing him three times in the 
neck and four times in the stomach.

Following hours of surgery, the Indi-
an-born writer was on a ventilator and 
unable to speak as of last Friday evening, 
according to his agent, Andrew Wylie, 
but a day later had regained the ability 
to breathe on his own. The novelist was 
likely to lose an eye and had nerve dam-
age in his arm and wounds to his liver, 
Wylie said in an email.

The attack comes more than 30 years 
after Iran’s late leader Ayatollah Ruhol-
lah Khomeini called for his death in re-
sponse to Rushdie’s book “The Satanic 
Verses,” causing Rushdie to require 
round-the-clock security at various 
points in his life.

This article fi rst appeared in Israel Hayom.

Salman Rushdie at Le Livre sur la Place in 2018.
Credit: ActuaLitté via Wikimedia Commons.

The Hebrew Watchman publishes obituaries as a 
service to the Jewish community at no charge.
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Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member 
SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.
© 2020 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All rights reserved.
CAR-0321-00866 5290982b

  NOT FDIC Insured    NO Bank Guarantee    MAY Lose Value
Investment and Insurance Products:

At Wells Fargo Advisors, we recognize the importance of 
excellent service and trusted investment advice. Contact us 
to learn more about our focus on helping clients achieve their 
financial goals.

We are pleased to announce

Mike Stein
Managing Director - Investments 
for being named as one of the 2022, 
Forbes, Best-in-State

Mike Stein
Managing Director - Investments

6075 Poplar Ave., Ste. 650 
Memphis, TN 38119 
Direct:  901-761-8151 
Toll Free:  866-556-1425 
 michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com 
www.mikesteinmemphis.com

  
The Forbes Best-in-State ranking algorithm is based on industry experience, 
interviews, compliance records, assets under management, revenue and other criteria  
by SHOOK Research, LLC, which does not receive compensation from the advisors or 
their firms in exchange for placement on a ranking.  Investment performance  is not a 
criterion.

Tech Sector Turmoil and the Bear Market
Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director - Investments, Wells Fargo Advisors
Questions for Mike? You can reach him at 901.761.8151 or Michael.Stein@WellsFargoAdvisors.com
fa.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael-stein

Add another dimension to all of your 
business and personal projects!

901.249.1525 • www.SparkPrinting.com
Locally Owned & Operated | Free Estimates

During the intensely volatile first 
100 trading days of 2022, the stocks 
of companies in the S&P 500 index 
delivered their worst performance 
since 1970.¹ The S&P 500 continued 
to tumble, and the benchmark index 
descended into a bear market – typ-
ically defined as a sustained drop in 
stock prices of at least 20% – on June 
13, 2022. When the market closed, the 
S&P 500 had dropped 21.8% from its 
January 3 peak, and the tech-heavy 
NASDAQ, already in bear territory, 
had plunged 32.7% from its Novem-
ber 19, 2021, peak.²

Some investors who are nervous about 
the future and their portfolios seem to 
have taken a defensive stance by selling 
riskier assets, including investments in 
growth-oriented technology stocks.

What’s Triggering Market Volatility?
Throughout 2021, U.S. businesses 

dealt with unpredictable demand shifts 
and supply shocks related to the pan-
demic, but near-zero interest rates and 
trillions of dollars in pandemic relief 
supported consumer spending, boost-
ed economic growth, and drove record 
corporate profits. Companies in the 
S&P 500 posted profits in 2021 that 
were 70% higher than in 2020 and 33% 
higher than in 2019, which helped fuel 

a stock market total return of nearly 
29%.3–4

But in the first months of 2022, inves-
tors began to worry that tighter mone-
tary policies by the Federal Reserve 
– intended to cool down stubbornly 
high inflation – would stifle economic 
growth and cause a recession. Prices be-
gan rising in the spring of 2021 due to 
high demand, supply-chain issues, and 
a labor shortage that pushed up wages. 
Inflation picked up speed in early 2022 
when China’s COVID-19 lockdowns 
dented the supply of goods, and Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine sent global 
food and fuel prices through the roof. 
In May 2022, the Consumer Price Index 
rose at an annual rate of 8.6%, a 40-year 
high.5

The relentless acceleration of price 
increases puts pressure on the Federal 
Open Market Committee (FOMC) to 
act aggressively to tame inflation. At 
the June meeting, the FOMC raised the 
benchmark federal funds rate by 0.75% 
(to a range of 1.50%–1.75%). This was 
the largest increase since 1994, and ac-
cording to Fed Chair Jerome Powell, an-
other 0.50% or 0.75% hike could follow 
in July.6

Rising interest rates push up bond 
yields, and the opportunity for higher 

returns from lower-risk bonds makes 
higher-risk stocks less attractive. More-
over, stock investors are buying a por-
tion of a company’s future cash flows, 
which become less valuable in an infla-
tionary environment. Higher borrowing 
costs can also crimp consumers’ spend-
ing power and cut into the profits of 
companies that rely on debt.

The Downside of Domination
Stocks in the S&P Information Tech-

nology Sector Index, which fell 29.2% 
from a January 3 high, have been hit 
harder than the S&P 500 as a whole. 
Plus, like many benchmark indexes, the 
S&P 500 is weighted by market capital-
ization (the value of a company’s out-
standing shares). This gives the largest 
companies, most of which are in the 
tech sector, an outsized role in index 
performance. As of May 31, the infor-
mation technology sector still account-
ed for 27.1% of the market cap of the 
S&P 500, compared with weightings 
of 14.4% for health care and 11.2% for 
financials, the next-largest sectors. Ap-
ple, Microsoft, Alphabet, and Amazon, 
respectively, are the four most valuable 
companies in the index; Nvidia is ranked 
ninth and Meta has fallen to number 11.7

Tech stock gains drove the market to 
new heights, but when their share values 
began to fall, they dragged the broader 
indexes down with them. A Wall Street 
Journal analysis of market data through 
May 17 found that just eight of the larg-
est U.S. companies – the six previously 
mentioned, plus Netflix and Tesla (in the 
consumer discretionary sector) – were 
responsible for an astounding 46% of 
the S&P 500’s 2022 losses (on a total 
return basis).8

Takeaways for Investors
Spreading investments among the 11 

sectors of the S&P 500 is a way to di-
versify stock holdings. But over time, 
a stock portfolio that was once diversi-
fied can become overconcentrated in a 
sector that has outperformed. Tech sec-
tor stocks notched huge total returns of 
about 50% in 2019, 44% in 2020, and 
35% 2021, so you may want to rebal-
ance your portfolio if you find yourself 
overexposed to this highly volatile sec-
tor. (Rebalancing involves selling some 
investments in order to buy others. Sell-
ing investments in a taxable account 
could result in a tax liability.)9

Some market analysts view this year’s 
price declines as a painful but over-
due repricing of stocks with valuations 
that had grown excessive. The forward 
price-to-earnings (P/E) ratio of compa-
nies in the S&P 500 fell from 23.3 at 
the end of 2021 to 17.8 in May 2022, 
much closer to the 10-year average of 
16.9.10–11

It could be a while before investors 
can better assess how the economy 
and corporate profits will fare against 

fast-rising inflation and higher borrow-
ing costs – and the stock market is no 
fan of uncertainty. Disappointing eco-
nomic data and company earnings re-
ports could continue to spark volatility.

It’s not easy to take troubling head-
lines in stride, but if you have a suffi-
ciently diversified, all-weather invest-
ment strategy, sticking to it is often the 
wisest course of action. If you flee the 
market during a downturn, you won’t 
be in a position to benefit from upward 
swings on its better days. And if you 
continue investing regularly for a long-
term goal such as retirement, a down 
market may be an opportunity to buy 
more shares at lower prices.

The return and principal value of 
stocks fluctuate with changes in market 
conditions. Shares, when sold, may be 
worth more or less than their original 
cost. Diversification is a method used to 
help manage risk. It does not guarantee a 
profit or protect against investment loss. 
The S&P 500 is an unmanaged group of 
securities that is considered representa-
tive of the U.S. stock market in general. 
The performance of an unmanaged in-
dex is not indicative of the performance 
of any specific investment. Individuals 
cannot invest directly in an index. Past 
performance is not a guarantee of future 
results. Actual results will vary. Dol-
lar-cost averaging involves continuous 
investments in securities regardless of 
fluctuating prices, and it does not ensure 
a profit or prevent a loss. Consider your 
financial ability to continue making pur-
chases during periods of low and high 
price levels.

1) SIFMA, 2022
2) Yahoo! Finance, 2022
3) The New York Times, May 31, 2022
4, 7, 9–10) S&P Dow Jones Indices, 2022
5) U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2022
6) The Wall Street Journal, June 15, 2022
8) The Wall Street Journal, May 19, 2022
11) FactSet, 2022

This information is not intended as tax, 
legal, investment, or retirement advice or 
recommendations, and it may not be relied 
on for the purpose of avoiding any federal 
tax penalties. You are encouraged to seek 
guidance from an independent tax or legal 
professional. The content is derived from 
sources believed to be accurate. Neither 
the information presented nor any opinion 
expressed constitutes a solicitation for the 
purchase or sale of any security. This mate-
rial was written and prepared by Broadridge 
Advisor Solutions. © 2022 Broadridge Fi-
nancial Solutions, Inc.

Investment and Insurance Products are:
Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Fed-

eral Government Agency
Not a Deposit or Other Obligation 

of, or Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any 
Bank Affiliate

Subject to Investment Risks, In-
cluding Possible Loss of the Principal 
Amount Invested HW
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Jack Norman Bisno
Jack Norman Bisno, 91, of Memphis, 

died peacefully at home on August 4, 
2022. Dr. Bisno was a loving son, father, 
uncle, grandfather, great-grandfather 
and friend. He was a member of Baron 
Hirsch Synagogue and the Memphis 
Jewish Community Center.

Dr. Bisno was born and raised in 
Memphis where he went to Snowden 
Elementary and Junior High and Cen-
tral High School. He attended Vander-
bilt University and then University of 
Tennessee College of Dentistry. Fol-
lowing dental school, Dr. Bisno served 
in the Air Force at Barksdale Air Force 
Base in Bossier City, Louisiana. He was 
a member of Zeta Beta Tau Fraternity, 
The American Dental Association, Ten-
nessee Dental Association, Memphis 

Dental Society, American Endodontic 
Society and Alpha Omega Dental Soci-
ety. He was a professor of Endodontics 
at the University for several years. He 
served on the board of Baron Hirsch 
Synagogue for many years.

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Ralph and Rosella Katz Bisno, 
his wife, Beryl Shainberg Bisno, and 
his brother, Dr. Alan L. Bisno. He is 
survived by his children, Eileen (Irv) 
Cherny, Edward (Jayne Jamison) Bisno 
and Diane (Michael) Kaplan, 11 grand-
children, 17 great-grandchildren and 4 
great-granddogs.

Dr. Bisno practiced dentistry for more 
than 55 years and was one of the first 
endodontists in Memphis. He treated 
three generations of many Mid-south 
families and created wonderful smiles 
for his patients, friends and family with 
his talents and personality. All patients 
were immediately comfortable in his 
presence.

A lifelong fitness enthusiast long be-
fore it was popular, Dr. Bisno managed 
to fit multiple swimming and weight 
workouts into his busy schedule each 
week. He swam over 1000 miles in his 
lifetime.

His funeral was held on August 8, 
2022, at Baron Hirsch Cemetery. In lieu 
of flowers, the family requests memori-
als be made to the Baron Hirsch Syna-
gogue Sally Kaplan Fund or the charity 
of your choice. HW

‘My Unorthodox Life’ Family Wins 
$25,000 for Anti-Child Marriage 
Group on ‘Celebrity Family Feud’
By Philissa Cramer

(JTA) – On Netflix’s “My Unortho-
dox Life,” both Julia Haart and her older 
daughter, Batsheva, said they regretted 
getting married as teenagers, the norm 
in their Orthodox Jewish community.

So, when the family landed a spot on 
“Celebrity Family Feud,” the star-stud-
ded version of the classic TV game 
show, they said anything they won 
would go to a group dedicated to oppos-
ing child marriage.

On the episode that aired last Sunday 
night, the Haarts prevailed over a set 
of personalities from the Bravo reali-
ty-TV show “Summer House” and sent 
$25,000 to VOW for Girls, a nonprof-
it that aims to eliminate the 12 million 
marriages a year that take place globally 
involving girls younger than 18.

“My daughter, Batsheva, and I were 
married off as teenagers,” Julia Haart 
wrote in an Instagram post promoting the 
family’s appearance. “That is not some-
thing that any teenager should have to 
do.” (Both women were married at 19.)

Three of Julia Haart’s four children 
– Batsheva, Shlomo and recent Birth-
right Israel traveler Miriam – joined 
her in competing on the show, along 
with Robert Brotherton, her assis-

tant-turned-business-partner whose own 
family drama was a prominent storyline 
in the first season of “My Unorthodox 
Life.” They volunteered answers to 
questions about what makes a kiss bad 
– “No passion,” Shlomo Haart suggest-
ed – and what parents do after their kids 
leave home, among others, ultimately 
eking out a victory over the “Summer 
House” crew.

The apparently close-knit family has 
undergone some major life changes 
since the Netflix show focused on Julia 
Haart’s departure from Orthodoxy and 
subsequent career in fashion in a first 
season that aired last summer. Both Ju-
lia and Batsheva went through divorces, 
with Batsheva and Ben Weinstein citing 
their marriage at a young age as a reason 
for strain.

Julia Haart’s acrimonious divorce 
from Silvio Scaglia cost her her role at 
Elite World Group, the fashion compa-
ny where they were co-CEOs. Her firing 
reportedly took place as cameras rolled 
for taping a second season of “My Un-
orthodox Life.” But while Julia Haart 
announced the second season on “The 
Ellen Degeneres Show” last year, Net-
flix has not yet set a release date. HW

Polio Detected in NYC Wastewater as Data Reveals Heavily Orthodox 
Williamsburg is Vulnerable

(New York Jewish Week) – Polio has 
been detected in New York City waste-
water, three weeks after a Jewish man in 
Rockland County was diagnosed with 
the first polio case in the U.S. in 10 years.

The announcement suggests that the 
potentially deadly virus is circulating in 
the city, officials say.

New York City and State health officials 
made the joint announcement last Friday. 
Traces of polio had previously been found 
in wastewater samples from Rockland and 
Orange Counties, north of the city.

“The risk to New Yorkers is real but 
the defense is so simple – get vaccinat-
ed against polio,” New York City Health 
Commissioner Ashwin Vasan said in a 
statement. “Polio is entirely prevent-
able, and its reappearance should be a 
call to action for all of us.”

After the Rockland man was iden-
tified as an Orthodox Jew, attention 
turned to the Orthodox Jewish commu-
nities in suburban New York and Brook-
lyn, where there are pockets of people 
resistant to getting vaccines. Williams-
burg, Brooklyn – home to one of the 
largest Orthodox Jewish populations 
in the state – has the city’s lowest rate 
of polio vaccination, with a 56.3% of 
children between the ages of 6 months 
and 5 years having had three doses of 
the vaccine, according to the New York 
Citywide Immunization Registry.

The press release said that “of partic-
ular concern are neighborhoods where 
coverage of children aged six-months to 
five-years-old with three doses of polio 
vaccine is less than 70%, putting these 
children at risk of contracting polio.”

Citywide, 86.2% of children have 
been vaccinated against polio.

The New York State Department 
of Health said that Rockland County, 
which also has a sizable Orthodox popu-
lation, currently has a polio vaccination 
rate of 60.5% among 2-year-olds, com-
pared to the statewide average of 79.1%.

Shortly after the Rockland polio pa-
tient was announced July 21, New York 

By Jacob Henry
City health officials held a conference 
call with leaders of Brooklyn’s haredi 
Orthodox community. During the call, 
officials from the New York City De-
partment of Health and Mental Hygiene 
urged the leaders to encourage members 
of the city’s large haredi and Hasidic 
communities to get the polio vaccine.

The United Jewish Organization of 
Williamsburg, which represents the Sat-
mar Hasidic community in Brooklyn, 
urged the community to get vaccinated 
in a press release sent out almost two 
weeks ago.

When the New York Jewish Week re-
ported on the conference call on Aug. 3, 
Rabbi David Niederman, the organiza-
tion’s executive director, said, “people 
are vaccinated here” in Williamsburg.

“Polio is something that when people 
hear about it, they shiver,” Niederman 
said. “Everybody is concerned.”

After Williamsburg, Battery Park 
City is the second-least vaccinated New 
York neighborhood against polio at 
58%, followed by Bedford-Stuyvesant/
Ocean Hill/Brownsville with 58.4%, 
Bedford-Stuyvesant/Clinton Hill/Fort 
Greene with 62.5% and East Williams-
burg with 65.4%.

In a press release, State Health Com-
missioner Mary T. Basset said that the 
detection of polio in the city is “alarm-
ing, but not surprising.”

“For every one case of paralytic polio 
identified, hundreds more may be unde-
tected,” Basset said.

She added that the State Health De-
partment is “responding urgently, con-
tinuing case investigation and aggres-
sively assessing spread.”

As of press time, the Rockland county 
man – described by a source wishing to 
remain anonymous as a “young adult, in 
a wheelchair” who “got married recent-
ly” – is the only known case of polio. 
According to the source, he is home 
from the hospital and reportedly living 
at his parents’ home with his wife.

Officials are urging anyone who is un-

vaccinated to get vaccinated to protect 
themselves. For more information on 

polio vaccinations, visit health.ny.gov/
polio HW
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Love’s Old, Sweet Song

Insights From Israel
Revitalize a Legacy, Reverse a Trend

Ted has a new 
revised book

The scribbler
on The roof

by Ted roberts
The best of Ted’s 

work—a collection 
of stories designed 
to make you laugh 

and cry

$10.95 
available at lulu.com

50% new stories

By Ted Roberts

Editor’s note: 
This story is being 

reprinted in memory 
of Ted Roberts in 

appreciation of his 
longtime service 
as a newspaper 

columnist.

It wasn’t intended as a long visit. We’d 
drop by the Senior Golden Community 
Complex – not the “old folk’s home,” 
as we used to call it. I’d visit for an 
hour or so with a much-beloved relative 
who had lost both her zest and strength 
for independent living. By tomorrow 
she would have forgotten our visit and 
maybe my name. But somewhere, deep 
down, she’d know we came, we cared.

But as we pushed through the front 
door of the foyer, we saw we were in-
truding on one of their frequent pro-
grams. The foyer was crowded with 
residents – some in wheelchairs, some 
on walkers, others seated expectantly. 
Of all their foes, Alzheimer’s was their 
strongest Nemesis.

The senior citizens (no, no, not old 
folks) surrounded a performer at the pi-
ano who played and sang those plaintive 
songs of the 30’s through the 60’s. She 

brought the talented ghosts of Gershwin, 
Porter, Harry Warren and Gus Kahn into 
that foyer. They came with their music. 
Like chapters of a dusty book that lay on 
a shelf. Music that was wrapped around 
the heartstrings of these seniors. Now, 
heartstrings were the strongest organ 
of their body and soul; the part of them 
that was most resilient, living on yester-
day’s nectar and strengthened by years of 
dreaming when they romantically loved 
and were loved. And it didn’t take long 
to see it still thrived amongst bodies that 
battled the years. The music rang a bell 
that summoned the life that was – from its 
mist of memories. We all live on dreams, 
either yesterday’s or tomorrow’s.

We entered quietly and slid into a po-
sition behind my relative. With a kiss 
and a few words of greeting, I stood 
behind her; my hands on her shoulder, 
which I’m sure communicated 60 years 
of sweet memories through my finger-
tips. She looked up at us in recognition.

The singer was skillful and a master 
of mental aerobics. To energize her audi-
ence, she’d first sound a few piano notes 
– not many, only a bar usually – and 
then ask, “OK, folks, which one is that?” 
I thought for a few moments. But my 
relative and several others hesitated not 
a beat. “My Sweet Embraceable You,” 

they shouted. The next quiz was still cy-
cling around my memory when half the 
group hollered, “Those Foolish Things 
Remind Me Of You.” I did no better on 
Hoagy Carmichael’s “Stardust,” which 
brought strong shouts of recognition. 
They glowed at “The Memory Of Love’s 
Refrain.” And they knew the lyrics – 
they sang along with zest, which pro-
voked me to mumble under my breath 
my phone number, address, computer 
password, and daughter’s middle name. 
“Just checking,” I told my wife later. She 
said I got most of them right.

Though they all joined in, each 
showed a different reaction. My rela-
tive sang lustily, perhaps inspired by 
her visitors. (Was she showing off?) 
The lady across from us closed her eyes 
and moved her lips in mute recognition 
of the words, probably thinking of her 
first prom – her first kiss. Others sim-
ply smiled and rhythmically nodded as 
though to say they had been there and 
done that – never mind they now sat in 
wheelchairs. Some only swayed to the 
music as best they could and held back 
tears. It was obvious they had a crush on 
yesterday.

To them the music wasn’t notes on a 
lined page or even the plinkplank of the 
piano. It was the life that was. Being of 

the human species, and still moderate-
ly mobile and intellectually effective, 
I felt it, too, but not with the fervor of 
my fellow listeners. And I thought of the 
friends, lovers, and companions of yes-
terday who invisibly crowded the room 
and made us all huddle a little closer. 
“Memories Are Made Of This” as the 
old Dean Martin song says.

The syndicated humor of Ted, the Scrib-
bler on the roof, has appeared in newspa-
pers around the U.S., on National Public 
Radio, and numerous websites. HW

The incoming co-chairs of the Nation-
al Young Leadership Cabinet (YLC) of 
the Jewish Federations of North Ameri-
ca (JFNA) published an opinion piece in 
the Jerusalem Post on August 14, titled 
“Young Jewish Leadership in Divisive 
Times.” As one who has always admired 
and supported the work of the YLC go-
ing back to the years when it was a key 
part of the National United Jewish Ap-
peal (UJA), I read the column with great 
interest… and now with some concern.

My concern is generated with the ex-
tent to which Israel is not a focal point 
on the YLC agenda and of today’s 
young Jewish leaders.

To quote the co-chairs: “As a collec-
tive of nearly 300 young leaders at our 
Annual Retreat this past week, we an-
nounced three major initiatives: a global 
Jewish fellowship program, a campaign 
to boost the values of JEDI (Jewish Eq-
uity, Diversity and Inclusion) in Jewish 
communities across the continent and 
a political advocacy training to deepen 
relationships with elected officials on a 
wide range of humanitarian issues that 
are relevant both to the Jewish commu-
nity and to the health of our democracy.”

That’s all admirable, but where is an 
initiative that specifically has an Israel 
focus, which historically was the raison 
d’tre of the YLC?

To be fair, the initial paragraph re-

By Howard Weisband
fers to “the resurgence of antisemitism 
and anti-Zionism worldwide,” and later 
among other issues “Israel’s safety and 
security” is mentioned. But the former 
is a global matter drawing the attention 
of multiple organizations and govern-
ments, and the latter is in the control of 
the Israeli Government and its security 
agencies.

So, what and to whom should be the 
Israel focus of the JFNA YLC? The Cab-
inet includes 450 men and women, ages 
30 to 45, young leaders representing 
“65 Jewish communities across North 
America, who are collectively creating 
a powerful platform for change that is 
aligned with our core Jewish values.”

It is precisely this age cohort that re-
quires today a significant reinforcement 
of their attachment to Israel. This factor 
is reflected in a comparison of the two 
most recent PEW Research Center stud-
ies of the American Jewish community.

In 2013, 61% of American Jews ages 
30-49, were very attached or somewhat 
attached to Israel. 39% were not very or 
not at all attached to Israel.

In 2021, 52% of the same age group 
were very attached or somewhat at-
tached to Israel. 47% were not very or 
not at all attached.

A similar downward trend line in 
2021 is exposed in PEW when examin-
ing those in that same age cohort who 

felt Israel to be an essential or import-
ant part of their being Jewish, with an 
upward swing in 2021 of those who felt 
Israel not to be an important part of their 
being Jewish.

The PEW research has been analyzed 
to a much greater extent than space al-
lows here. The trend, simply stated, is of 
great concern.

The most talented of the Federations’ 
young leaders as reflected in the YLC 
should be projecting their own Israel 
attachment as a top priority, and then 
working to increase the same across 
North America.

To do so, however, there must be a 
correct understanding of your own or-
ganizational history and purpose.

The co-chairs opinion piece closes 
in part with: “Our founder, Rabbi Herb 
Friedman, delivered a stirring Rosh Ha-
shanah sermon in 1942, when the world 
also appeared to be coming apart at the 
seams. He insisted that despite violence 
and degradation, “human beings have 
the power to make over the world in 
accordance with the principles of peace 
and justice,” and he identified a zestful 
“new spirit abroad in the world today... 
the spirit of group cooperation and unit-
ed willingness to assume the responsi-
bilities for world improvement.”

That is an important message of uni-
versalism. In 1942 Friedman was a 

young, newly ordained rabbi from HUC 
serving in a pulpit. In 1947, after leaving 
the pulpit and serving as a U.S. Army 
Chaplain in WWII and then collaborat-
ing with Ben-Gurion and the Hagana, he 
became executive vice chairman of the 
UJA, wherein one of his creative gems 
was the establishment of the National 
YLC. In his 1999 memoir “Roots of the 
Future,” he states: “Raising people by 
strengthening their individual Jewish 
identities, linking their hearts and souls 
to the land of Israel and the worldwide 
people of Israel, influencing their chil-
dren’s attitudes in the same direction, is 
the central purpose of the Young Lead-
ership Cabinet.… the future is imperiled 
by present trends of assimilation and 
large-scale ignorance of Judaism.”

The co-chairs should revitalize the 
legacy of Herb Friedman, z”l, and re-
verse the downward trend of American 
Jewish attachment to Israel.

Howard Weisband served as Assistant 
Executive Director (1975-77) and 
Executive Director (1977-84) of the 
Memphis Jewish Federation. Following 
Aliyah with his family in 1986, he 
served as Secretary General of the 
Jewish Agency for Israel through 1997, 
and then in other senior professional 
positions in Israel. Now retired, he and 
Kayla live in Jerusalem. He can be 
reached at hweisband@gmail.com HW

Eastern Jerusalem Resident Dies After Being Shot While Attacking Police
(Israel Hayom and JNS staff via JNS) 

– An eastern Jerusalem resident died 
last Monday morning after being shot 
by undercover police officers while at-
tempting to stab them, according to the 
Israel Police.

The officers were conducting a search 
for illegal weapons in Muhammad Sha-
ham’s home when he suddenly attacked, 
a police spokesman said.

Shaham was treated at the scene 
before being evacuated to a hospital, 
where he later died of his wounds.

Israeli security forces arrested 19 
wanted individuals throughout Judea and 

Samaria overnight last Sunday as part of 
“Operation Breakwater,” which began in 
March in response to a series of deadly 
terrorist attacks in major Israeli cities.

Several vehicles, as well as combat 
gear and weapons, were confiscated, ac-
cording to the IDF.

Israeli forces came under fire during 
operations in the village of Kabatia just 
south of Jenin in northern Samaria, ac-
cording to the Israel Defense Forces. 
The troops returned fire, and also de-
ployed riot dispersal tools, the IDF said 
in a statement.

No Israeli casualties were reported. HW

An Israeli soldier participates in a counter-terror operation in Judea and 
Samaria as part of the Israel Defense Forces’ “Operation Breakwater,” 
launched in March 2022 in response to a wave of deadly terror attacks. 
Credit: Israel Defense Forces.
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Digital Art
in Memphis
Kenneth Wayne
Alexander
Karl Erickson
Coe Lapoossy
Sarai Payne
Anthony Sims

Open in
Overton Park
brooksmuseum.org K
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(JTA) – A school district in suburban 
Fort Worth, Texas, has ordered its librar-
ians to remove an illustrated adaptation 
of “The Diary of Anne Frank” from their 
shelves and digital libraries, along with 
the Bible and dozens of other books that 
were challenged by parents last year.

The book purge at the Keller Indepen-
dent School District in Keller, Texas, 
was requested last Tuesday by a district 
executive in an email, a copy of which 
was obtained by the Jewish Telegraphic 
Agency. A copy of the email also circu-
lated on social media.

“By the end of today, I need all books 
pulled from the library and classrooms,” 
wrote Jennifer Price, Keller ISD’s exec-
utive director of curriculum and instruc-
tion.

It was the latest in a string of book re-
movals being implemented at schools at 
the behest of conservative activist par-
ents and school board members who are 
challenging a slew of texts on grounds 
ranging from their LGBT-friendly con-
tent to their supposed connections to 
“critical race theory.” Some of these 
challenges have ensnared books with 
Jewish themes in the past. 

“It’s disgusting. It’s devastating. It’s 
legitimate book banning, there’s no way 
around it,” Laney Hawes, a parent of 
four children in the Keller district, told 
JTA about the order. “I feel bad for the 
teachers and the librarians.”

“Anne Frank’s Diary: The Graphic 

Adaptation,” by Israeli filmmaker Ari 
Folman and illustrator David Polon-
sky, is a 2019 illustrated adaptation of 
the bestselling diary by the teenage Ho-
locaust victim. The New York Times 
called the book “so engaging and effec-
tive that it’s easy to imagine it replacing 
the [original] ‘Diary’ in classrooms and 
among younger readers.”

The parental challenge against the 
book came in February, and the dis-
trict initially dismissed it, Hawes said. 
Hawes, who is not Jewish, is on a list of 
parents who can be called in to serve on 
a committee to review book challenges.

“When we got ‘The Diary of Anne 
Frank,’ we thought, ‘This is a joke.’ But 
it wasn’t,” Hawes said, adding that the 
complaint was that “the book shouldn’t 
be read without parent supervision.”

She suspected that the parent may 
have objected to the unabridged diary’s 
references to female genitalia, same-
sex attraction and other sexual matters, 
which have been deemed “pornograph-
ic” by parental challenges in the past. 
But she couldn’t be sure because the 
parent who challenged the book didn’t 
show up to the meeting.

Hawes’ committee reinstated the 
book and thought that would be the 
end of the saga. But following school 
board elections in May, right-wing ac-
tivists backed by campaign funds from 
a PAC affiliated with conservative cell 
phone company Patriot Mobile gained 

a majority on the board. They are now 
rewriting the guidelines for responding 
to parental book challenges and have 
ordered all challenged books from last 
year to be removed from school libraries 
in the meantime.

“Right now, Keller ISD’s adminis-
tration is asking our campus staff and 
librarians to review books that were 
challenged last year to determine if 
they meet the requirements of the new 
policy,” the district said in a statement 
to JTA when reached for comment. 
“Books that meet the new guidelines 
will be returned to the libraries as soon 
as it is confirmed they comply with the 
new policy.”

The district’s statement made no 
mention of Anne Frank, nor of the Bi-
ble, which was one of last year’s other 
challenged books in the district and thus 
will presumably also be removed from 
school shelves. Other books which will 
presumably now be removed include 
Toni Morrison’s “The Bluest Eye,” Al-
ison Bechdel’s “Fun Home” and Jon 
Ronson’s “So You’ve Been Publicly 
Shamed.”

The district has not shared any time-
line for when the new review policy 
will be implemented. Under the current 
policy, any district parent, employee or 
“District resident” may challenge any 
book in the district “on the basis of ap-
propriateness.”

The literary free-speech organization 

PEN America condemned the district’s 
actions.

“The sweeping attempt to remove 
these titles from classrooms and librar-
ies on the eve of a new school year is 
an appalling affront to students’ First 
Amendment rights,” Jonathan Fried-
man, the organization’s director of free 
expression and education programs, 
said in a statement. “It is virtually im-
possible to run a school or a library that 
purges books in response to any com-
plaint from any corner.”

The Keller district was the subject 
of a 2021 investigation by the Texas 
Education Agency, during which Re-
publican Gov. Greg Abbott alleged the 
district was making “sexually explicit” 
books available to children.

“This group of people elected to our 
board, and the crazy parents behind 
them, decided that the committees must 
be rigged,” Hawes said, describing par-
ents who would attend school board 
meetings alleging “conspiracies to take 
over our public schools,” wearing shirts 
reading “Alex Jones Was Right.”

Hawes, who said she had become an 
unofficial activist for district teachers 
and librarians who felt unsafe speaking 
out about such policies, said she had 
been contacted by more than a dozen ed-
ucators the morning the email went out.

One teacher called her in tears. “She 
said it: ‘I can’t even let them read ‘The 
Diary of Anne Frank.’” HW

Texas School District Orders Librarians to Remove a 
Version of Anne Frank’s Diary From Shelves

Locally Owned & Operated | Free Estimates

By Andrew Lapin
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