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Our thoughts and prayers
are with the

people of Ukraine.

May there soon be peace.
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Jewish Lawmakers Moved by Zelensky Address, Mixed on Next
Steps to Support Ukraine

=

Ukrainian Presid
2022. Source: Screenshot.
By Dmitriy Shapiro

(JNS) — After Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky spoke by video to
a joint session of Congress last Wednes-
day morning, Jewish members were
moved by Zelensky’s speech, though
expressed slightly varied positions on
what to do next.

During his address, Zelensky said that
rather than having a dream like Martin
Luther King, he had a “need,” implor-
ing the United States to create a no-fly
zone over Ukraine to level the playing
field or deliver weapons and fighter air-
craft for Ukrainians to secure their skies
against the Russian military’s bombing
campaign.

While no member of Congress called

.

ent Vbiodymyr Zeler;sky addressing Céngress. March 16,

for a no-fly zone, their statements var-
ied on how much emphasis was placed
on providing Ukraine with air defense
systems and other military hardware as
opposed to diplomacy and further eco-
nomic sanctions.

Sens. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) and
Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.) argued
that the United States should do more
to support Ukraine, including providing
air defense weapons.

Feinstein said that Zelensky’s speech
brought home the suffering of the Ukrai-
nians from Russia’s aggression, saying
that the United States must continue to
provide for their defensive and human-
itarian needs.

“I support President Zelenskyy’s re-
quests for advanced defensive weapon-
ry and believe the United States must
continue to lead the way in bringing
international diplomatic and economic
pressure to bear on Russia to end this
war,” Feinstein posted in a tweet. “This
war has killed thousands and more than
3 million Ukrainians have already fled
their country. We must do all we can to
end the suffering and make sure [Rus-
sian President] Vladimir Putin under-
stands this is not a war he can win.”

Blumenthal tweeted twice about the
speech, which he called “impassioned
and impactful,” and argued that the
Ukrainians should be provided with the
defense capabilities to give itself protec-
tion against Russian attacks from the sky.

“My trip to Poland last weekend con-
firmed the urgency of hugely expanded
air defense aid. Sens. [Rob] Portman
[(R-Ohio)], [Roger] Wicker [(R-Miss.)]
and I urged bipartisan support last night
on the Senate floor,” tweeted Blumen-
thal. “Respond to Zelensky’s plea today
with action, not just more words — more
anti-tank and anti-aircraft missiles, an-
ti-air batteries, drones, planes, and more
to fight Russia’s bombing reign of terror.
Every day matters, as Ukraine bravely
struggles for survival. Act now.”

Zelensky was greeted as a hero during
his speech and given multiple standing

ovations by the bipartisan audience.
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi led the
members in a chanting “Slava Ukraini,”
or “Glory to Ukraine” while Zelensky
watched on, his face projected onto a
large screen behind her.

Rep. Jake Auchincloss (D-Mass.) said
in a televised interview that the speech is
going to be “one of the memories from
my political career that I hold closest.”

“It was a battle cry from the front-
lines of the free world. And President
Zelensky reinforced the moral clari-
ty and urgency of the moment, and he
also made specific, actionable requests
of Congress, which we do need to fol-
low through on,” Auchincloss said. “In
particular providing an air [defense]
system that closes the skies and allows
the Ukrainian ground forces to get into a
fair fight with the Russian ground forces
that they’re going to win.”

In the same interview, Auchincloss at-
tacked Republicans who are criticizing
U.S. President Joe Biden’s administration
for not doing enough to help the crisis.

“I didn’t hear any of this tough talk
when [former President Donald] Trump
was blackmailing the Ukrainian presi-
dent in a dirt-for-arms deal that led to
his impeachment, and second of all,
they’re offering criticisms without ...

(See Zelensky Page 3)

Memphis Jewish Federation Convenes Community for Ukraine

Crisis Briefing
Memphis Jewish Federation’s March
14, Community Briefing on the Ukraine
Crisis brought the community togeth-
er to learn how our overseas partners,
The Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI)
and American Jewish Joint Distribution
Committee (JDC), are addressing criti-
cal humanitarian needs in Ukraine and
surrounding countries and what com-
munity members can do to help.
Memphis Jewish Federation (MJF)
Board Chair Cindy Finestone opened

the virtual program. “We are all con-
cerned and alarmed about the crisis hap-
pening in Ukraine,” she said. “The pur-
pose of our call is to share what we are
doing here in Memphis to support our
partners overseas and also learn about
the actions being taken to help Jewish
Ukrainians abroad.”

Jewish Community Partners Pres-
ident and CEO Laura Linder offered
background and context: “On Thursday,
Feb. 24, a call went out across the Jewish

Federations of North America’s (JFNA)
system, a call to raise $20 million to
provide financial support to our over-
seas partners working on the ground in
Ukraine and its bordering countries,”
she said. “These critical funds were
needed to provide emergency services
for the more than 200,000 Jews living in
Ukraine, some of whom were also seek-
ing safe passage to Israel. As always, the
Memphis Jewish community mobilized,
and within a few days far exceeded the

Wedding Bands for Him

Our collection of beautiful wedding bands includes famous designer rings
as well as our own exclusive designs m From classic to embellished
with diamonds, shown in white, rose, or yellow gold, and in platinum
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$74,000 assigned to our community to
raise. It is hard to believe that this was
just two weeks ago, and how much
worse the situation has become. The
needs have grown, the requests for as-
sistance increased, and 166 generous
Memphians have stepped forward with
over $400,000 to support JENA and our
overseas partners. We should take great
pride that the Memphis Jewish commu-
nity stepped forward with generosity
(See Federation Page 3)
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Jewish Foundation Professional Advisor

| Garrett Bizzell

Planning Committee Kicks Off 2022

Sarah Vanderwalde
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Jewish Foundation of Memphis Professional Advisory Group (PAG)
Planning Committee members Patrick O’Hearn, Scott Bendure, Jason
Salomon, Garrett Bizzell and Lawson Arney joined Foundation Director of
Programs Sarah VanderWalde during a February Zoom meeting.

The Jewish Foundation of Memphis
has a robust Professional Advisory
Group (PAG) made up of specialists in
various legal, financial and insurance
fields. These individuals support the
mission of the Foundation: encouraging
charitable giving, supporting partner
agency development, and building and
sustaining a vibrant Jewish community.

“We work with many local estate plan-
ning attorneys, CPAs, financial advisors
and life insurance professionals to help
establish charitable gifts. The resources
they provide our Jewish community is
invaluable,” said Jewish Foundation of
Memphis Director of Programs Sarah
VanderWalde.

Chaired by Jason Salomon, estate
planning attorney at Harkavy Shainberg
Kaplan PLC, the PAG currently has 100
members.

“Being a part of the PAG is great op-
portunity for any advisor to get expo-
sure in the Memphis community,” said
Jason. “We also have fantastic events
that offer ways to network with other
professionals and receive continuing
education credits.”

To help plan these events, Jason
leads a steering committee that includes
Lawson Arney, Vice President of In-
vestments at Raymond James, Scott
Bendure, Senior Vice President/Area
Manager-Wealth at Pinnacle Financial
Partners, Garrett Bizzell, Tax Senior
Manager at Dixon Hughes Goodman
and Patrick O’Hearn, Senior Investment

Brian Lurie

Broker,Vice-President
GRI, RENE, MMDC, CRS

Cell: 901.315.2298
Office: 901.260.4780

Blurie2003@gmail.com
BestRealEstateAgentinMemphis.com
www.BluffCityBuilders.com
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Adviser at Kelman-Lazarov.

The group met in February to brain-
storm ideas for 2022. First on the agen-
da was a new Professional Advisory
Group Directory. The first directory was
created and distributed in 2020 as part
of the Foundation’s 25th anniversary
celebration. With the pandemic clos-
ing down offices, many advisors were
unable to take advantage of having the
glossy magazine in their office lobbies.
In addition, within the last two years,
several advisors have retired, switched
firms, or been promoted.

“This directory is a great way for ad-
visors to get their names out there, as
more people move to Memphis and seek
financial or legal advice,” said Jason.

The PAG Directory will include
the advisor’s name, firm information,
services provided and his/her certifi-
cations. A $75 donation to the Jewish
Foundation is required to be a part of the
directory. An online form can be found
at https://jcpmemphis.org/pag-signup.

The directory will be available in the
Jewish Foundation offices, delivered to
the Foundation’s 400 donor advised fund
holders and published online. It was a
unanimous decision by the planning com-
mittee to move forward with this project.

Next on the planning committee’s
agenda was mapping out ideas for
events in 2022. Hoping to avoid Zoom,
the group is watching the numbers in
Shelby County to start planning for
in-person social and continuing educa-

“ I cannot recommend Brian Lurie enough. | was a first time
home buyer and new to the area and Brian exceeded all
of my expectations. You need someone you can trust, who
has an established networ. Brian has all of the above and
was a dream to work with!
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Weekly Torah Portion: Shemini Parah

tion events.

Two events this spring are in the plan-
ning stages. There will be a Financial
Planning Seminar for Young Profession-
als in partnership with FedLed, Mem-
phis Jewish Federation’s young adult di-
vision, on Sunday, March 27. Although
the audience for this program is the
greater community of 20s, 30s, and 40s,
three members of the committee will be
featured speakers: Lawson Arney, Scott
Bendure and Jason Salomon. They will
be providing an overview on general fi-
nancial and estate planning topics.

YOUR HOME!

SATISFIED CUSTOMER
ek kokok

Official Real Estate Agent of The Memphis Tigers

On Thursday morning May 5, estate
planning attorney Eddie Thompson will
speak for a large group at Memphis
Botanic Garden, in partnership with
the Community Foundation of Greater
Memphis and the Planned Giving Coun-
cil of the Mid-South. Members of the
PAG will be eligible to receive continu-
ing education credits.

“It is great to see how actively en-
gaged and committed our planning
committee members are and I look for-
ward to an exciting year of program-
ming ahead,” said Sarah. HW

CORRECTION

In the March 17 edition on page 9, the
caption should have read:

Joely Cifre (1) of the Red Cross and
Tresha Mandel of Beth Sholom deliv-
ered enough emergency supplies to fill
208 pillowcases.

BRIT-MILAH

RITUAL CIRCUMCISIONS

Rabbi Levi Y.

Klein

Certified Mohel
Pediatrician Recommended
Over 20 Years of Experience

Member of the American Board of Ritual Circumcision

Mohel@JewishMemphis.com

901-754-0404
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Zelensky...
(Continued From Page 1)
solutions,” Auchincloss said.

But Auchincloss specifically dif-
ferentiated closing the skies over
Ukraine, which can be done by provid-
ing Ukrainian forces with air defense
systems, against creating a no-fly zone,
which would require the United States to
engage Russian warplanes directly if the
no-fly zone is breached and potentially
plunge two nuclear powers into war.

“It is clear that we need to close the
skies. We are providing the material
and the money necessary to do that,” he
said. “But both parties agree that [a] no-
fly-zone, which is a declaration of war,
that would be an unnecessary and deep-
ly destabilizing escalation.”

Rep. Josh Gottheimer (D-N.J.) called
for both sides of the aisle to come togeth-
er and give Ukraine what it needs to de-
fend itself and called Russian President
Vladimir Putin a murderous dictator. He
added that the United States should do
everything it can to stop the war.

“Putin has terrorized countless inno-
cent Ukrainian families and children,
blocked humanitarian aid, and violated
multiple ceasefires,” Gottheimer wrote
in a tweet. “In times of great distress,
when innocent lives and our allies are
being attacked, we have always done
best when we’ve stood together, unified.
We must continue to show a unified
NATO response to Russia’s invasion.”
‘Help de-escalate this conflict as soon
as possible’

Other members who spoke out were
focused less on the military aspects of
supporting Ukraine and instead called
for more or continued economic pres-
sure to be applied to Russia.

“My position remains that the United
States must use all diplomatic, informa-
tional and economic instruments of na-

tional power at our disposal to support
Ukraine and deter Russia’s aggression.
The purpose and goal must be to help
de-escalate this conflict as soon as pos-
sible,” Rep. Lee Zeldin (R-N.Y.) said in
a news release, adding that Zelensky’s
stand against Putin’s invasion was in-
spiring and remarkable.

Rep. Brad Schneider (D-I11.) in a news
release, highlighted what Congress had
already done to support Ukraine econom-
ically and militarily, passing $13.6 billion
for humanitarian, military and economic
support for Ukraine, as well as banning
imports of Russian oil and creating legis-
lation to revoke Russia’s permanent nor-
mal trade relations with the United States.

He also said that the House Foreign
Relations Committee, of which he is a
member, is investigating the invasion
for war crimes.

“We must lead, and we must join
with our allies to stand with Ukraine
and ensure Putin loses,” Schneider said.
“Peace depends on us.”

Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz
(D-Fla.) urged the government to further
isolate Putin and his oligarchs, urging
American companies to divest from Rus-
sia to devastate it financially, politically
and militarily. She also called on Florida
to divest itself of $300 million in state pen-
sion assets in Russian companies, while
attacking her state’s Republican governor.

“Gov. Ron DeSantis — who parrots
autocrats by demonizing the media, im-
migrants, protests and democratic voting
rights — must act,” she said in a state-
ment. “Any moral abdication sends a
chilling message to brave freedom fight-
ers in Venezuela and Cuba, where Putin
already funds dictators and oppression.
Russia must be punished, not coddled.
The people of Ukraine, and every de-
mocracy on the planet, are counting on
America to make that happen.” HW

Federation...
(Continued From Page 1)

Laura Linder, President & CEO Mike Levinson

Memphis Jewish Federation speakers and attendees of recent virtual

Ukraine Crisis Briefing

that is unmatched by any other commu-
nity of our size.”

“Memphis Jewish Federation is just
one of the approximately 150 commu-
nities that make up Jewish Federations
of North America. I have been fortunate
to serve on the board of JFNA, and I
am always impressed with the range of
resources that they have provided over
the years. JFNA not only supports local
needs, but the needs of Jews everywhere
in the world and is working closely with
our international partners like JDC,
World Ort, and others who have been on
the ground in Ukraine for years. A little
over two weeks ago, JFNA launched a
national campaign, which has already
raised $29.8 million for Ukraine,” said
Cindy when describing the impact of
JFNA’s work throughout the onset of

$1,000,000 or $264,900

Contract over the weeke

nd!

Whether you have a home in High Point Terrace for $264,900, like
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Program can benefit YOU! Remember...
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the Ukraine crisis.

Because of Memphis® contribution
of over $400,000 for this urgent crisis,
and the more than $29 million commit-
ted nationally, JFNA has been hard at
work staying in close contact with our
overseas partners allocating dollars as
needed. Grants awarded to JAFI, JDC,
and other partners on the ground are
having a major impact on alleviating the
humanitarian crisis.

Andy Groveman, JAFI board of gov-
ernors member, immediate past chair of
United Israel Appeal and past MJF pres-
ident, described the critical work the
Jewish Agency is doing on the ground,
such as helping Jews flee the country,
facilitating aliyah for those who wish to
move to Israel, and investing in commu-
nity security to make sure those staying
in Ukraine are safe.

Dr. Michael Levinson, a 30-year
board member of the JDC, followed
with explaining how the JDC works to
assist Jews in need. He noted that the or-
ganization has been in Ukraine for over
two decades now, providing aid and
care to more than 200,000 Ukrainian
Jews. Michael also emphasized that the
JDC has mobilized the infrastructure
already in place to provide basic needs
like food, water and medicine to those
Jews trapped in conflict zones or unable
to evacuate.

Representing the B’nai Tzedek Teen
Philanthropy Program of the Jewish
Foundation of Memphis, Ilan Lennon
spoke about how B’nai Tzedek teens
were unanimously inspired to donate to
MIJF for the Ukraine crisis $1,000 of the
$10,000 granted out this year. Ilan cred-
ited a November 2021 presentation by
JDC professional Elisheva Massel about
the JDC’s humanitarian work around
the world as contributing, in part, to the
teens’ decision.

To join the community donation ef-
fort for Ukraine, please visit jcpmem-
phis.org.

To watch a recording of the briefing,
visit https://youtu.be/l6Gy71QquSc HW

MOVING?
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before you go!
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cooperation!
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Schloss Lodge Delivers Bears to Local
Jew:sh Orgamzatlons

In February, Joel Turetzky and
Barbara Hellman delivered cuddly
teddy bears to Wendy and Avron
B. Fogelman Jewish Family
Service.

As part of their Bears Project, Bar-
bara Hellman and Joel Turetzky of Sam
Schloss Lodge of B’nai B’rith recently
delivered three cartons of teddy bears
to the Memphis Jewish Home & Rehab.
The bears will be given to the Home’s
residents and also to the rehab patients
as a “little cuddly” to brighten their day.

Accepting the bears on behalf of the
Home was Director of Activities Doris
Vassar. She commented that the bears
gave the residents a great deal of joy
when they had been given bears in the
past by the lodge.

Sam Schloss has a long history of vol-
unteering for the Home. Before Covid,
the Schloss men attended the monthly
Men’s luncheons. They entertained the
residents with jokes and interesting triv-
ia and discussed sports and news.

Last month, the lodge donated bears
to the Wendy and Avron B. Fogelman
Jewish Family Service at the MICC.
Volunteer Coordinator Audrey May
accepted the bears for the agency and
thanked the lodge for their ongoing sup-
port of their clients.

In the past year, Schloss Lodge has
delivered 750 bears to agencies in the
Memphis area. Funds were provided by
a grant from B’nai Tzedek of the Jewish
Foundation of Memphis. HW

Barbara Hellman (1) and Joel
Turetzky (r) deliver bears to Doris
Vassar at Memphis Jewish Home
& Rehab.

Sam Schloss Lodge, Joseph Hanover and

the 19th Amendment

During this #NationalWomensMonth,
we salute B’nai B’rith Sam Schloss
lodge member Joseph Hanover, who, as
a state legislator in Tennessee in the ear-
ly 20th Century helped ensure his state
would ratify the 19th amendment.

Thanks to his political acumen, and
a grounding in the lessons of fairness,
equality and opportunity instilled by his
Eastern European Jewish parents, Ten-
nessee became the 36th state — the final

il
Joseph Hanover (r). Credit: TN
Woman Heritage Suffrage Trail
needed — to ratify the Susan B. Anthony

Amendment, securing women the right
to vote. HW
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SERVICES AVAILABLE

* Driver—courteous and reliable person to take
you anywhere you need to go in Memphis and sur-
rounding areas: Dr’s appointments, Shopping, Er-
rands, Airport. Available weekdays and weekends.
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Contact Rick Danzig: 901-337-6009

My Teen Israel Experlence

Aklva (center) inside of a cave with friends he made durmg his trlp to

Israel.
By Akiva Nelson

Akiva Nelson, son of Hannah and
Dr. Michael Nelson, is a senior at The
Frisch School in Paramus, New Jersey.
Memphis Jewish Federation’s Lemksy
Endowment Fund provided him with
a Teen Israel Experience grant to help
offset the cost of his Bnei Akiva Mach
Hach program in Israel.

This past summer I went to Israel on a
five-week Mach Hach BaAretz program
through Bnei Akiva. I had an amazing
experience and connected with the land
in a way I never thought was possible.
We hiked almost daily, and every hike
was beautiful. The scenery was amaz-
ing, and the tour guides were even bet-
ter. The tour guides did an amazing job
teaching us the history of our ancestors
and answering all my questions. I am so
fortunate to have had the opportunity to
spend over a month in Israel.

I also made a lot of new friends on
Mach Hach and consider them to be
some of my closest. The experiences
we shared were extremely meaningful
and important to the development of
our lives on the road to adulthood. Ev-
ery single day we had so much fun and
did so many activities that when we got
back to the hostels everyone fell asleep
nearly immediately. I consider myself
to be a night owl and hardly ever sleep
but found myself falling asleep early be-
cause the days were so amazing. I could
not wait for the next day to arrive so I
could continue my incredible journey
throughout the country of Israel.

One of my favorite activities was Yam

L’yam (Hiking Sea to Sea). In this pro-
gram, I backpacked from one end of the
country to the other in a span of four days.
Most of my friends were tired and sore
from hiking countless miles for a count-
less amount of time; however, I could not
wait to keep marching forwards. At one
point I ran to a separate mountain and
was full-out sprinting, jumping, weaving
throughout the trees, rocks, and other ob-
stacles, having the best time of my life. I
felt connected to the land yet again this
time in a completely different manner. I
felt connected physically with the land,
but also spiritually and emotionally, as
if my connection had always been there.
This was only one of my amazing experi-
ences I encountered this summer.

This trip, which externally may not
seem important, was instrumental in
structuring my views on the amazing
and beautiful country of Israel. I now
know how important Israel is to me and
to the Jewish people and vow to never
take something so amazing for granted.

Thank you to Memphis Jewish Fed-
eration’s Lemsky Endowment Fund for
helping to make my Mach Hach sum-
mer program possible.

All rising high school juniors and se-
niors in the Memphis Jewish communi-
ty are eligible for grants up to $3,000
to attend a recognized teen summer or
semester program in Israel. Teen Isra-
el Experience applications for Summer
2022 are now available online. Learn
more and apply at www.jcpmemphis.
org/lemsky-endowment-fund. HW

Blinken to Lapid: America
Appreciates Israeli Diplomacy
on Russia-Ukraine Front

(JNS) — Israeli Foreign Minister Yair
Lapid and U.S. Secretary of State Ant-
ony Blinken met in Riga, Latvia, last
Monday in discussions that had the
top U.S. diplomat commending Isra-
el’s diplomatic endeavors on the Rus-
sia-Ukraine front.

“We appreciate all efforts by friends
and allies to look for a diplomatic res-
olution,” said Blinken. “Unfortunately,
Russia chose not to pursue the path of
diplomacy; it chose aggression, and
now we have to all contend with that.”

The meeting in the Latvian capi-
tal followed a weekend when Israeli
Prime Minister Naftali Bennett visited
Moscow to meet directly with Russian
President Vladimir Putin, in addition to
traveling to Berlin to talk with German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz as part of a larg-

er push to help bring an end to the Rus-
sian invasion of Ukraine.

Unlike most other Western countries,
Israel has maintained open lines of com-
munication with Putin while also support-
ing Ukraine during the Russian onslaught.

Lapid said that Israel “is totally com-
mitted to doing everything possible to
stop the war in Ukraine. We have con-
demned the Russian invasion, and we
still do, and Israel is a partner in the
global effort to make sure and clarify
that this war must be stopped.”

He continued, saying “the way to stop
a war is to negotiate. Israel is speak-
ing with both sides —with Russia and
Ukraine — and we are working in full
coordination with our greatest ally the
United States and our European part-
ners.” HW
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Physician-Mother to Speak on Challenges of Infertility and Adoption in a Jewish Home

Dr. Erica Kaye

St. Jude and University of Tennes-
see physician Dr. Erica Kaye, MD, will
share her personal story with pregnancy
loss, IVF and adoption in an upcom-
ing talk in the Lehrhaus Speaker Series
sponsored by Beth Sholom Synagogue
on March 29 at 7 p.m. During the event,
which is open to the community, Dr.
Kaye will also reflect on Jewish infertil-
ity perspectives.

The Jewish lens through which she
will share her story encapsulates a range
of traditions and experiences. These
topics include fertility and infertility in
the Torah, changing practices around
mourning a child in utero, and tradition-
al views on assisted reproductive tech-
nologies, surrogacy and adoption.

Dr. Kaye has personal experience
with infertility and recurrent pregnancy
loss, and she underwent multiple IVF
cycles. She also faced challenges navi-
gating adoption as a Jewish family. She
and her husband are blessed to have two
beautiful daughters through IVF and
adoption. Her unique position with her
personal struggles to build a family, her
Jewish faith and her medical insights
will allow her to share an enlightening
presentation.

Jewish resources for grief related to
infertility and pregnancy loss will be
provided, as will guidance for those
supporting others facing these experi-
ences. Presence, community and soli-
darity are powerful elements of strength
and healing. As many individuals ex-
perience “invisible grief” — the suffer-
ing of infertility in silence that she will
expound upon — this installment of the
Lehrhaus series will allow all commu-
nity members to become more aware of
these challenges and more empowered
to provide support.

The in-person audience will have an
opportunity to ask questions. Light re-
freshments will be served. Masks are
optional, and only vaccinated individ-
uals are allowed in the building. There
will be a virtual option for watching Dr.
Kaye’s lecture; please check Beth Sho-
lom Synagogue’s Facebook page and
website for details.

Erica C. Kaye, MD, MPH, is an As-
sistant Professor in the Department of
Oncology and Director of the Research
Division of Quality of Life and Pallia-
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tive Care at St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital. Dr. Kaye received her Bach-
elor of Arts in English Literature from
Yale, her medical degree from Harvard,
and her master’s in Public Health from
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of
Public Health. She completed her pe-
diatrics residency at Boston Children’s
Hospital, followed by two subspecialty
fellowships in pediatric hematology-on-
cology and hospice and palliative medi-
cine at St. Jude.

“a /'

Ari Zelig, MD

Tammy McCulley, MD

Chrishana Ogilvie, MD
Amanda Nelson, FNP
Shea McCloskey, FNP

She has received national awards
and recognition for her research from
the National Institutes of Health, the
American Society of Clinical Oncolo-
gy, the American Academy of Hospice
and Palliative Medicine and the Nation-
al Palliative Care Research Center. Dr.
Kaye is an advocate for women’s health,
with a particular interest in improving
access to fertility treatments for health-
care workers. She is the author of recent
articles in the New England Journal of

Medicine, advocating for gender equity
in medicine and for healthcare systems
to prioritize fertility coverage as a key
component of health and wellness for
clinicians.

Lehrhaus at Beth Sholom takes its in-
spiration from The Free Jewish House
of Learning, the school for Jewish
studies and adult education founded by
Franz Rosenzweig in Frankfurt in 1920.
Lectures in this series are free and open
to the general public. HW
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Hillels of Memphis Annual Yiddishe Cup Fundraiser Returns In-Person
April 10

Former Hillel students enjoying Yiddishe Cup together in-person.

It’s finally time to polish up your putt-
putt skills for Hillels of Memphis’ 14th
Annual Yiddishe Cup Mini- Golf Tour-
nament! A fixture on the Memphis Jew-
ish calendar for over a decade, the fun,
community-wide event for Memphians
of all ages returns in-person on Sunday,
April 10 at 2 p.m. at Golf & Games.

After the pandemic forced the can-
cellation of the tournament in 2020 and
transitioned Yiddishe Cup into an online
trivia contest in 2021, everyone is ex-
cited about returning to the in-person
format.

“I originally got involved with Hil-
lels of Memphis because I wanted to
be a part of a community that I knew
would welcome me, and I also desired
close bonds with good people — both
of which are hard to come by during a
pandemic. Hillel surpassed all my ex-
pectations, and I try and get involved

whenever I can,” said student president
of University of Memphis’ Hillel, Aaron
Bardos. “Supporting and being in Hil-
lel is awesome! Every event is fun, and
the food is great. Most importantly, the
people and conversations are amazing.
I found that the Yiddishe Cup last year
was very fun, and I think creating more
online activities like that in the future
is a great idea, but the in-person Cup is
unbeatable. In-person interactions (and
mini-golf) are just so important to me,
and I am glad to see it returning.”

At Yiddishe Cup, both mini-golf dev-
otees and amateurs will have their turn
on the green while competing for the
highly coveted first-place finish. Any-
one can form a team of four for $36,
and sponsorship opportunities begin at
$118. Teams will have the opportunity
to win special prizes for a hole-in-one
and other categories.

“Year after year, Yiddishe Cup has
served as the primary fundraiser for Hil-
lels of Memphis,” said Hillels of Mem-
phis Director Sophie Bloch. “Funds
raised from Yiddishe Cup directly sup-
port vital and impactful programming
like Shabbat and holiday celebrations,
Israel programming and interfaith
events at University of Memphis and
Rhodes College. Without this critical
funding, many of Hillel’s programs
could no longer happen. Last year, we
raised $18,000, which is the largest
amount to date, and I’'m confident that
we can meet — if not exceed — that num-
ber this year!”

Hillels of Memphis boasts an ac-
tive and engaged lay advisory council,
whose members appreciate the signifi-
cance of Hillel on college campus.

“Hillel is so important, because it
provides young people with a place to
share, learn and grow as their Jewish
identity continues to develop during the
formative years of the college experi-
ence,” said Hal Fogelman, co-chair of
University of Memphis’ Hillel Advisory
Council. “The Yiddishe Cup event is a

lot of fun, and it’s always great to see
young people come together, develop
friendships, and participate in various
Jewish celebrations and activities.”

For Rhodes and University of Mem-
phis students, Hillels of Memphis serves
as a Jewish home away from home. All
proceeds from the event benefit students
on both campuses through educational
programming, social events, Shabbat
meals, communal programming, and
events throughout the year. While 85%
of the budget of Hillels of Memphis is
funded through a generous endowment,
the remaining 15% comes primarily
from funds raised through Yiddishe Cup.

The event will take place rain or shine
with indoor activities at the facility, lo-
cated at 5484 Summer Avenue. Masks
will be required should rain necessitate
moving indoors.

Registration, sponsorships and de-
tailed information about the event may
be found at hillelsofmemphis.org/yid-
dishecup. You may also contact Hillels
of Memphis Director Sophie Bloch at
901.452.2453 or email sophiebloch@
hillelsofmemphis.org. HW

Delta Region BBYO Hosts Alumni
Reception and Havdalah

Delta Region BBYO is excited to host
an Adult Reception and Havdalah at its
Spring Convention on April 2, 2022, at
5:30 -7 p.m.

While hundreds of teens will gather
in Memphis, members invite BBYO
parents and alumni to come out for a
special evening of surprises.

The event is being hosted by BBYO

alumni Craig Weiss and Scott Notowich
and will feature an Adult Reception re-
living BBYO memories and catching up
with friends; food from Erling Jensen
Small Bites and wine and whiskey.

The event will end with alumni join-
ing the teens for Havdalah.

Everyone can’t wait to see what the
evening holds for BBYO! HW
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Margolin Hebrew Academy’s
Spaced-Themed Fundraiser Soars
to New Heights

.L/.‘, i

: . /= N,
Sarah Ardestani, Rashki Kaplan and Shaina Sommer. Credit: Eli Ostrow

By Eli Ostow

On Tuesday March 16, Margolin He-
brew Academy hosted its annual gala
fundraiser to benefit the school’s schol-
arship fund.

More than 150 guests were greeted by
a blackhole tunnel leading into the main
banquet room. The event featured live
music, a buffet, photo booth and several
spaced-themed decorations. In the cen-
ter of the buffet was a large UFO with
flashing lights.

Everyone at the event was there with
a common purpose, to show their sup-
port for the school.

“Without the school you really don’t
have a community,” said attendee Ei-
leen Posner.

Two long-time supporters of the
school, Hugh and Debbie Frieden said,
“We’ve been supporting the school for
40 years, and Hugh even graduated
from MHA.”

The fundraiser was chaired by Rashki

and Larry Graber.
Credit: Eli Ostrow

Surfside, Fla., Elects
its First Orthodox
Jewish Mayor

(JNS) — Shlomo Danziger was elect-
ed last Tuesday to be the first Orthodox
Jewish mayor of Surfside, Fla.

Danziger, 42, beat two incumbents —
Mayor Charles Burkett by 33 votes and
Vice Mayor Tina Paul by 23 votes — and
garnered about 35 percent of the total
votes in the mayoral race, reported Lo-
cal10.com.

The businessman, father of five and
native of Brooklyn, N.Y., moved to
Surfside in 2010. He ran for a commis-
sion seat in 2020 but was unsuccessful.

In fact, seemed surprised by his elec-
tion victory last Tuesday and told The
Miami Herald: “We got much higher
than we thought we were going to get.”

The swearing-in ceremony took place
last Wednesday.

Last month, Surfside approved a res-
olution to adopt the International Holo-
caust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA)
working definition of anti-Semitism. HW

Kaplan and Sarah Ardestani. The night
concluded with an announcement by
Head of School Rabbi Benjy Owen that
their previous fundraising record had
been exceeded by this year’s event. HW
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Pesach/Passover Catering
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Appetizers
Chicken Broth Soup.............c.coeine. $20/qrt. (2 servings per qrt.)
Matzah Balls..........c.coooiiiiiiin. $4/each
Charoset. .........ouueeiiiiiiiiieeeeeeiee $15/ pint
Gefilte Fish........c.cooooi $3.75/ piece
Chopped Chicken Liver..................... $20/ pint
Side Dishes (half pan serves 10-12)
Apple Matzah Kugel......................... $30/half pan
Broccoli Soufflé...............coooeeiinn.l. $30/half pan
Sweet “Noodle” Soufflé...................... $30/half pan
Potato Kugel...........ccoovveeiiiineaniinnnn. $30/half pan
Entrees

Slow-Braised Roast Beef with Gravy
Herb-Roasted Whole Chicken.............

Stuffed Cabbage..................co.oiias $35/half pan (12 servings/ frozen)
Stuffed Peppers.........cccoveveiiiiiiin. $35,/half pan (12 servings/frozen)
Desserts

Jelly Roll........oooooi $15/each

Macaroon Cookies............cccoeeieennnnn $12.50/ dz.

7-Layer Cake..............coooiiiii, $22/cake

Orders will be ready for curbside pickup on Friday, April 15, between 10:00am — 2:00pm.
Please provide credit card information when placing your order — your card will not be
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Orders are due by Friday, April 1, 2022.
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Colliding Forces: Russia, Oil, Inflation, and Market Volatility

Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director — Investments, Wells Fargo Investments.
Questions for Mike? Reach him at 901.761.8151 or michael.stein @wellsfargoadvisors.com

The Russian invasion of Ukraine has
drawn condemnation and punitive sanc-
tions from the United States, Europe,
and their allies. The humanitarian cost
of war cannot be measured, and the
long-term economic effects could take
months or years to unfold. However, the
early stages of the conflict pushed oil
prices upward and sent the U.S. stock
market plunging, only to see stocks
bounce back and drop again — with more
volatility likely.'

For now, it may be helpful to look at
how the Russia-Ukraine conflict might
affect the global oil market as well as
U.S. consumers and investors.

Expensive Oil

On February 14, a week before the
Russian invasion began, the spot price
of Brent crude — the global oil bench-
mark — exceeded $100 per barrel for
the first time since September 2014, due
in large part to the Russian troop build-
up on the Ukrainian border. Prices eased
with news that sanctions on Iranian oil
might be lifted, but the full-scale Rus-
sian invasion again pushed Brent crude
above $100 per barrel >

Although geopolitical events played a
key role in recent price movements, oil
prices have been rising since April 2020
as the global economy reopened and de-
mand increased more quickly than pro-
duction. After a 20% drop in global con-
sumption during the first months of the
pandemic, oil producers cut back just as
demand increased and have struggled to
catch up. According to the U.S. Energy
Information Administration, global pro-
duction matched consumption in Janu-
ary 2022 and was projected to exceed
demand in the coming months, which
might pull prices downward.* However,
the Russia-Ukraine conflict could upset
the balance.

The Russian Threat

Russia produces about 10% of the
world’s oil and is the second-largest ex-
porter behind Saudi Arabia. Any disrup-
tion of Russian oil exports would have a
significant effect on global supplies and
drive prices higher.>

The United States — the world’s larg-
est oil producer and consumer — imports
only about 3% of its daily oil consump-
tion from Russia, which could be re-
placed by other sources.”® The greatest
effect of a disruption would be on Eu-
rope, which imports about 25% of its oil
and 40% of its natural gas from Russia.’
Central and eastern European countries
would be especially vulnerable.!

Rising Crude

Oil prices plummeted at the begin-
ning of the pandemic and rose steadily
as the economy recovered.

It’s unlikely that Russia would cut off
oil and gas supplies unilaterally, because
it depends on the revenue as much as Eu-
rope depends on the energy.!" In the lon-
ger term, however, Russia may shift ener-
gy exports from Europe to China, forcing
Europe to develop other sources.”” U.S.
and European officials have indicated
that sanctions on Russia would not in-
clude energy industries, but the exclusion
of Russian banks from the SWIFT global
payments system could affect the pur-
chase of oil and natural gas."

Other Russian exports that may be af-
fected by sanctions or a prolonged con-
flict include wheat, corn, and precious
metals like nickel, aluminum, and pal-
ladium. Ukraine is also a major export-
er of wheat and corn, and Russian and
Ukrainian grain supplies are essential
to many countries in the Middle East,
Africa, and Asia. While any breakdown
of these supplies would not directly af-

fect the United States, they could cause
widespread hardship and place greater
strain on the global economy.!

Pain at the Pump

Theoretically, high oil prices drive in-
flation because higher expenses for fuel
and raw materials for petroleum-based
goods may be passed on to consumers.
This happened during the 1970s, but
the connection has not been so clear in
recent years. In 2014, the last time oil
prices exceeded $100 per barrel, annual
inflation was under 2%.'?

Oil prices affect gas prices, and high
gas prices are exacerbating a broad in-
flationary trend driven by supply-chain
disruptions and high consumer demand.
While general inflation increased 7.5%
for the 12-month period ending in Janu-
ary 2022, gas prices increased 40%, and
the Russia-Ukraine conflict has pushed
them further upward.'® The national av-
erage price of unleaded regular gasoline
was $3.61 per gallon at the end of Feb-
ruary, about 90 cents higher than one
year earlier."”

With the Russian invasion, it’s likely
that gas prices may spike even higher,
driven by global concerns rather than
any severe supply issues in the United
States. Whether prices stay high might
depend in part on consumer behavior.
If gasoline consumption remains high
regardless of price, it would feed the in-
flationary spiral, whereas if consumers
cut back on driving in response to high
prices, it could bring prices downward.'®

Geopolitics and the Market

As with inflation, high oil prices the-
oretically have a negative impact on the
stock market due to increased energy
costs for businesses and less discretion-
ary income for consumers. However, an
older study from the Federal Reserve
found surprisingly little correlation be-
tween oil prices and stock market per-
formance.' Even so, rising prices over
the last few months have paralleled a
period of stock market volatility and
seem to be a contributing factor.

The market ups and downs triggered
by the Russian invasion suggest that in-
vestors can expect rocky times ahead,
but it’s impossible to guess how long
volatility might last. Most geopolitical
events, no matter how serious, have rel-
atively brief effects on the market, often
settling in days. However, the Iraqi in-
vasion of Kuwait in 1990 had a major
impact, and it took six months for the
market to recover.’

Regardless of how events unfold,
the stock market is primarily driven by
U.S. business activity. Although high
oil prices and armed conflict are causes
for concern, it’s important to make in-
vestment decisions based on logic rather
than emotions. For most investors, it’s
wise to maintain a steady strategy de-
signed for their personal goals and risk

tolerance.

All investing involves risk, including the possi-
ble loss of principal, and there is no guarantee that
any investment strategy will be successful.

1) The Wall Street Journal, February 24 & 28,2022

2,4,7) U.S. Energy Information Administration, 2022

3) oilprice.com, February 18,2022

5,8, 18) The New York Times, February 14, 2022

6, 11) oilprice.com, February 12,2022

9,12, 14) The New York Times, February 22, 2022

10) Bloomberg, February 10, 2022

13) CNN, February 26, 2022

15-16) U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2022

17) AAA, February 28, 2022

19) Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland, September
12,2008

20) CNN, February 14,2022

This information is not intended as tax, legal,
investment, or retirement advice or recommenda-
tions, and it may not be relied on for the purpose
of avoiding any federal tax penalties. You are en-
couraged to seek guidance from an independent
tax or legal professional. The content is derived
from sources believed to be accurate. Neither the

information presented nor any opinion expressed
constitutes a solicitation for the purchase or sale
of any security. This material was written and pre-
pared by Broadridge Advisor Solutions. © 2022
Broadridge Financial Solutions, Inc.

Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Federal Gov-
ernment Agency

Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of, or Guar-
anteed by, the Bank or Any Bank Affiliate

Subject to Investment Risks, Including Possi-

Investment and Insurance Products are:

ble Loss of the Principal Amount Invested HW
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Kharkiv Yeshivah Takes Direct Hit
from Russian Rocket Fire, No One
Injured

A boys’ yeshivah in Kharkiv, Ukraine, was hit directly by rocket fire on
March 15, 2022. Credit: Chabad.org/News.

By Faygie Holt

(JNS) — A boys’ yeshivah in Kharkiv,
Ukraine, that also serves as a synagogue
was damaged last Tuesday after it was
hit directly by rocket fire — the third Jew-
ish communal building to be damaged in
the city. Chabad-Lubavitch of Kharkiv’s
kindergarten, the Ohr Avner Jewish day
school and the main synagogue previously
suffered damage from nearby bombings.

The yeshivah is housed in a historic
synagogue that had been in use during
Communist times. From 1919 to 1936, the
congregation was led by Rabbi Aharon
Turmarkin, who had been dispatched to
the city by the fifth Chabad Rebbe, Rabbi
Shalom DovBer Schneersohn.

After being confiscated by Soviet
authorities in the 1930s, the building
served as the Kharkiv headquarters of
the traffic police, known as the GAI.

The synagogue structure was returned
to the Jewish community in the late
1990s, and in the post-Communist era
has housed the local yeshivah and other
communal institutions.

“Despite the attacks on our institu-
tions ... we will, in the first opportunity,
renovate and restore and expand all our
buildings and programs more than ever
before,” wrote Rabbi Moshe Moskovitz,
chief rabbi and the Chabad emissary to
Kharkiv since 1990.

The second-largest city in Ukraine,
Kharkiv has been the site of frequent
rocket fire and bombardments in the last
few weeks. Dozens of civilians have
been killed, and hundreds of others have
been hurt.

Despite the hardship there, Chabad
has been working to help as many peo-
ple in the city as possible.

“We are continuing to evacuate peo-
ple daily, in addition to giving shelter
and food to those who have moved into
the synagogue,” he wrote. “We are also
sending daily hot meals and medicine
to the elderly and needy trapped in their
homes.”

Reprinted with permission from
Chabad .org/News. HW

28 Major U.S. Jewish Groups Call on

Biden to Accept Ukraine Refugees

’\

A volunteer offers sandwiches to a Ukrainian woman in the building of the

main railway station of Przemysl, which has been turned into a temporary
reception center for refugees from Ukraine fleeing the conflict in their
country, in eastern Poland, Feb. 25, 2022.

Credit: Wojtek Radwanski/AFP via Getty Images

By Ron Kampeas

(JTA) — An array of 28 major U.S.
Jewish groups spanning the religious
and political spectrums urged the Biden
administration to expedite the accep-
tance of refugees fleeing Russia’s war
against Ukraine.

The letter sent last Friday, spearhead-
ed by the Jewish community’s foreign
policy umbrella, the Conference of
Presidents of Major American Jewish
Organizations, recommends starting
with expediting family reunification ref-
ugee requests, a move the Biden admin-
istration is already considering.

Refugee acceptance into the United
States is an onerous process and can
take years as refugee applicants remain
in transition in host countries willing
to house them temporarily, but not per-
manently. The letter notes a precedent
in the late 1990s, when President Bill
Clinton’s administration removed bu-
reaucratic obstacles to allow in 20,000
Kosovar refugees from the Yugoslavian

war on its territory.

“We urge you to follow the precedent
set by the Clinton administration and
welcome, at a minimum, those refu-
gees with close family ties in the United
States,” said the letter. “And we urge
you to do so without delay.”

Of the 50 or so members of the Con-
ference, 27 groups signed, including
HIAS, the lead Jewish immigration
advocacy group; representatives of the
Conservative, Reform and Orthodox
streams of Judaism; the Anti-Defama-
tion League and the American Jewish
Committee civil rights watchdogs; and
groups that skew both right and left on
foreign and domestic policy.

Million of Ukrainians have fled in the
wake of the violence that began on Feb.
24. Israel has already taken in at least
hundreds of Ukrainian Jews and plans to
take in tens of thousands more, in addi-
tion to tens of thousands of Ukrainians
not eligible for Israeli citizenship. HW

A Jewish Google Employee Says Her Activism Against an Israel Contract Got Her Job Moved to Brazil

(JTA) — A Jewish Google employee
who has tried to pressure the company
to end a contract to build cloud-based
data centers for the Israeli government
says the tech giant has retaliated against
her activism — by asking her to relocate
to Brazil.

Ariel Koren told the Los Angeles
Times that after she criticized and lob-
bied other employees against Project
Nimbus, a contract worth $1.2 billion
that Google and Amazon Web Services
jointly entered with Israel, Google re-
sponded by relocating her role from the
company’s headquarters in Mountain
View, California, to its office in Sao
Paulo, Brazil.

In October, Koren had been one of
two Jewish Google employees to spear-
head an employee petition against Proj-
ect Nimbus. The statement objected to
the contract by saying the project, which
will transfer the Israeli government’s
data to cloud-based storage centers
over a period of several years, “allows
for further surveillance of and unlawful
data collection on Palestinians and facil-
itates expansion of Israel’s illegal settle-
ments on Palestinian land.”

One month later, Koren said she was
told her role would be relocating to Sao
Paulo, and that she was given 17 busi-
ness days to commit to move.

“It is clear that the relocation order
was an act of retaliation,” Koren told
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency in an
email. “Our petition calling on Google
and Amazon to end Project Nimbus has
over 1,000 worker signatures but I was
just one of two Google employees to
speak out publicly.”

Koren has filed complaints with Goo-

gle’s human resources department and
the National Labor Relations Board.
Google told the Los Angeles Times it
has investigated the case and found no
evidence of retaliation.

Koren, who co-founded a worker col-
lective called Jewish Diaspora in Tech
and has been active in progressive and
anti-Zionist Jewish circles, has linked
her activism against Project Nimbus to
her Jewish background.

A petition signed by more than 500
Google employees in support of Koren
accuses the company of “unjustly retal-
iating” against her. Rep. Anna Eshoo, a
Democratic member of Congress, also
wrote a letter to Alphabet CEO Sundar
Pichai supporting Koren, saying, “em-
ployees have a right to voice their objec-
tions about the work of their employer,
without facing risk of retaliation.”

Koren told JTA she’s “overwhelmed
by the outpouring of support.”

Koren had previously worked out of
Google’s Mexico City office on proj-
ects related to its education arm in Latin
America and had taken time away from
her job to found the activist group Re-
spond Crisis Translation, which pro-
vides translation services for asylum
seekers. She also has family in Brazil
and speaks Portuguese, along with nine
other languages including Hebrew and
Ladino. But she said a move to Brazil
had never been on the table prior to her
criticism of Project Nimbus, and that the
required move is unnecessary given the
remote nature of her job.

Koren remains employed by Google
and based in San Francisco, according
to the Los Angeles Times report. Proj-
ect Nimbus remains on track, as well,

which Koren continues to object to.
“It’s clear that Google’s contract with

the Israeli military and government will

directly harm Palestinians using the

FREE

technology that Google employees are
expected to create,” she told JTA. “That
is why workers are calling on Google to
cancel the contract.” HW
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Hermine Jacobs Davidson
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Hermine “Mimi” Jacobs Davidson,
born in Gunnison, Miss., on September
2, 1929, to the late Sam and Gertrude
Jacobs, passed away early Wednesday
morning, March 2 peacefully in her
home. She married the love of her life,
the late Norman Davidson, on October
19, 1952, and together they built a life
in Memphis, Tenn.

Mimi is survived by her daughter,
Debbie Davidson Kriger (Dr. Sidney);
her two grandchildren, Rabbi Karen
Kriger Bogard (Rabbi Daniel) and Dr.
Stephen Kriger (Lindsay); and four

OBITUARIES

Henrietta Weiss Friener

great-grandchildren, Gavi Bogard, Ezra
Bogard, Noa Bogard, and Nathan Kriger.

Hermine loved to learn and was a
proud graduate of the University of Al-
abama where she was a member of Al-
pha Epsilon Phi Sorority. She served on
the board of Temple Israel and Plough
Towers and was an officer and board
member of Temple Israel Sisterhood.
On Friday evenings you could find her
in her row at services, and on Saturday
mornings you could find her setting up
for Torah study and welcoming all the
participants. Hermine was such an avid
volunteer, people knew they could ask
for her time and that she would get the
job done. Even though she was active in
her local synagogue, Temple Israel, and
involved with local and national poli-
tics, above all she loved her family and
friends. Hermine never met a stranger,
and all will miss her joy and love for
life.

The funeral was held in the Levy-Coo-
per Chapel at the Temple Israel Ceme-
tery on Friday, March 4, 2022.

If you would like to make a donation
in Hermine’s honor, donations can be
made to: Temple Israel, MIFA and St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

Messages of condolences may be sent
to the family at: HermineDavidsonFam-
ily@gmail.com HW

Irving Kaplan was born on May 6,
1936. He was preceded in death by his
parents, Ruth (Shug) and Abe Richard-
son and Benjamin Kaplan. Irving was
born and raised in Memphis. He grad-
uated from Central High School and
Memphis State University.

Irving owned a men’s clothing store,
Male Call, with his brother. His love for
dogs led him to volunteer as a dog train-
er. He could always be seen walking his
dog in the neighborhood.

Irving is survived by his brother, Je-
rome Kaplan. He also leaves behind
his two nieces, Brenda (Mark) Curland
and Michelle (Ed) Powell; and several
great-nieces and -nephews.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests
memorials be sent to the Humane So-
ciety of Memphis and Shelby County,
Baron Hirsch Synagogue or to the char-
ity of the donor’s choice. HW
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Henrietta “Tootsie” Weiss Friener of
Memphis, Tenn., died peacefully Satur-
day, March 12, 2022. She was born Oc-
tober 18, 1914. The family was blessed
to have her for 107 years.

She was a member of Anshei Sphard
Synagogue. She is predeceased by her

Aron Livnah, a good husband, a car-
ing father, a brave soldier, and a lousy
golfer, died Tuesday, March 15, at Bap-
tist Reynolds Hospice House in Collier-
ville, Tenn. He was 82. Aron was born
in Haifa, Israel, in 1939, nearly a decade
before Israel was recognized as an inde-
pendent nation.

He spent his youthful summers work-
ing on a farming kibbutz in northern Is-
rael near the Lebanese border where, as
a young man, he learned the importance
of endurance and the value of hard work.
The only child of a Holocaust survivor
who fled from Germany to Israel, Aron
graduated from The Technion, the Israel
Institute of Technology, with a degree in
engineering. His career was interrupted
by the 1967 Arab Israeli War in which he
served Israel as a tank commander in the
West Bank and on the Golan Heights.
Two weeks after the Six-Day War end-
ed, Aron was on his way to New York
to complete his graduate studies at the
State University of New York in Buffalo.
As Aron earned his graduate degree in
engineering, he fell in love with Amer-
ica despite the freezing cold and snow,
both of which he never learned to love.
He often said that one of his proudest
moments was when he became a U.S.
citizen, although he always cherished his
personal ties to Israel. Aron worked for
DuPont and its subsidiaries in New York
before transferring in 1992 to Mem-
phis where he found warm weather and
his wife, Rose Merry Lapides Brown.
While exercising in his favorite gym at

loving husband of 62 years, Ruben, who
passed away in February 2001; her daugh-
ter Harriett Sue Beck, who passed away in
March of 2019, and sister to Manuel, Ted-
dy and Esther of blessed memory.

She is survived by her brother, Larry
Brown, son-in-law Lawrence Beck and
three children; Bruce Beck (Lillian)
and their children Dyan, Madelyn and
Alejandra of Chicago, Ill., Lousia Beck
of Memphis and Dana (Eddie Zipper-
stein) and their two children, Issac and
Gabriela of Lincolnwood, Ill. She also
leaves three sons: David Friener (Ilene)
and their two sons, Mitchell (Leigha),
and their two children Ella and Logan
of Memphis, and Paul Friener of Texas,
Stanley (Debbie) Friener of Memphis,
and Barry (Ilene) Friener of Phoenix,
Ariz. She has many nieces and nephews
who all adored her. She was known for
her mastery of organ/piano playing, knit-
ting, gardening, reading mystery novels,
crosswords and scrabble. She loved
spending time with her children, grand-
children and great-grandchildren. HW

the Memphis Jewish Community Cen-
ter, Aron, the mechanical and industri-
al engineer, asked Rose Merry how an
elliptical machine works. That question
launched the beginning of their lives to-
gether, and they married 22 years ago.

After 35 years with DuPont, Aron re-
tired in 2015 and decided that the best
symbol of retirement would be a set of
golf clubs — a pastime discouraged by
his late brother-in-law, George Lapid-
es, who nonetheless gave Aron a set of
clubs then wished him luck. Regardless
how often he hit the links, Aron nev-
er quite mastered the art of golf even
though he spent a small fortune in lost
golf balls. Aron believed in daily exer-
cise, but only in the afternoons since he
also believed that the privilege of retire-
ment was to sleep until 11 a.m. Twice
each week Aron met with friends for a
ROMEQO lunch, an acronym for Retired
Old Men Eating Out. They routinely
discussed the problems of the world but,
to Aron’s chagrin, they failed to solve
any of them. For Aron, music was creat-
ed to soothe the soul and he was a long-
time supporter of the Memphis Sym-
phony Orchestra and the Germantown
Performing Arts Center.

Aron was preceded in death by his
parents, Rivka and Zev Langer; and his
beloved daughter, Segall Livnah, for
whom he established the Segall Livnah
Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Mem-
phis to support children’s services at
Hadassah Hospital in Jerusalem plus
financial aid to female medical students
studying pediatrics. In addition to his
cherished wife, Rose Merry, Aron also
leaves a stepdaughter, Emily Brown of
Memphis; a stepson, Jay Brown (Jenni-
fer Gurevitz) of Dallas; a grandson, Abe
Jacob Brown; a son, Gil Livnah of Men-
lo Park, Calif.; his closest childhood
friend, Dani Eshet of Haifa; and a small
but admiring circle of friends who will
miss him dearly.

His funeral was held on March 17 at
the Levy-Cooper Chapel in Temple Isra-
el Cemetery followed by a reception in
honor of Aron’s life.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that
you remember Aron with a donation to
the Memphis Jewish Community Cen-
ter, Temple Israel in Memphis or the
Memphis Symphony Orchestra. HW

The Hebrew Watchman publishes obituaries as a
service to the Jewish community at no charge.
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Temple Israel’s Brotherhood Annual
Charity Golf Tournament to Be Held on

By Marc Taub

Temple Israel Brotherhood is once
again excited to host the annual chari-
ty golf tournament at the world-famous
TPC-Southwind on Monday, April 25.In
its 19th year, the golf tournament serves
as Brotherhood’s largest fundraiser, with
proceeds benefitting Henry S. Jacobs
Camp and many of Temple Israel’s ini-
tiatives. We thank the Presenting Spon-
sor for this year’s event, Diversified
Trust, and the Platinum Sponsors, Tower
Ventures and Bridge Capital, for their
support in making this event possible.

On the Monday of the event, registra-
tion will start at 11 a.m., followed by a
delicious barbeque lunch from Corky’s
at 11:30 a.m. The tournament kicks off
with a shotgun start at 1 p.m. with a live
auction, prizes and hors d’oeuvres im-
mediately after!

This year, the live auction is back
with items generously donated by Sar-
ah’s Hope Projects. Auction items will
be listed on the Brotherhood page, ti-

Russia Bans
Access to Two
Israeli Russian-
Speaking
Websites for its
Citizens

(JNS) — Russia blocked off access for
its citizens to 30 websites worldwide,
including two Russian-language Israeli
websites, Maariv reported last Wednes-
day.

The two Israeli websites are Channel
9, a Russian-speaking Israeli television
station, and Vesti, a Russian-language
news website that belongs to the Yediot
Achronot group.

The decision was taken on the day of
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine on Feb. 24
but only implemented last Wednesday,
according to the report.

Russia passed a law that bans Russian
media from distributing information about
the Russian military that has not been au-
thorized by government authorities.

Israeli Communications Minister
Yoaz Hendel spoke with the CEOs of
Channel 9 and the Vesti website and up-
dated them on Russia’s decision.

Hendel reportedly described the move
as “illogical” and “aggressive.”

Yuri Kanovitch, CEO of Channel
9, told Maariv that his channel serves
an Israeli audience, adding: “We will
continue to make our best professional
answer to broadcast to our viewers the
most-fresh, updated, confirmed and ob-
jective information, as we have always
done, from the first day of this channel
to this very day.” HW

ast tournament players enjoy a sunny day on the green
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brotherhood.org, starting April 1.

“Proceeds from this year’s tourna- queGiver CoanC'I' AN'TA ECHOLS

ment will help us support local and "
national causes, provide Temple Isra- lnformahon ' 90['167‘894‘

el with security during the High Holi-

days, fund Religious School cook-outs
to kick-off and end the school year, as
well as contribute to maintaining the
space at TI Crosstown, to name a few,”
says Alex Evans, Brotherhood’s imme-
diate past president and co-chair for the
event. “It’s always a great day of golf, M ISTER TREE
food, and fun, and there might even be
some surprise guests this year.”

Contact co-chairs Alex Evans at adev-
ans22@gmail.com or Eric Efron at
eefron29@gmail.com to sign up or with
questions about the golf tournament,
sponsorship opportunities or for more
information.

TI Brotherhood looks forward to see-
ing you there! HW
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CONVERSATION

THE JIMES PROGRAM (JEWISH, ISLAMIC, AND MIDDLE EAST STUDIES) AT RHODES COLLEGE PRESENTS

HOW TO FIGHT ANTI-SEMITISM
AND ISLAMOPHOBIA

A Conversation with Mehnaz Afridi and Ethan Katz
Thursday, April 7 @ 6:00 p.m. | Reception @ 5:30 p.m.

Hardie Auditorium | Southwestern Hall | Rhodes College
(This event will also be live-streamed on rhodes.edu)

" twitter: @Rhodes_CiC f www.facebook.com/communities.in.conversation @ Instagram: @Rhodes_cic
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