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Our thoughts and prayers
are with the

people of Ukraine.

May there soon be peace.
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In Emotional Appeal to U.S. Jewish Leaders, Zelensky Calls

Russian Invasion ‘Pure Nazism’

Vb

President Volodymyr Zelensky
speaking at a virtual meeting of
the Conference of Presidents

of Major American Jewish
Organizations on March 7, 2022.
(Screenshot)

Ron Kampeas, Asaf Shalev

WASHINGTON (JTA) — In an emo-
tional call with American Jewish lead-
ers, Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky characterized the Russian in-
vasion of his country as “pure Nazism.”

Zelensky also invoked his Jewish-
ness in an appeal for assistance while
speaking last Monday via Zoom with
the Conference of Presidents of Major
American Jewish Organizations.

On the call, Zelensky angrily rejected
claims by Russian President Vladimir
Putin that Russia launched the war to

“denazify” Ukraine, saying that it was
the Russians who were acting like Na-
zZis.

“This is just pure Nazism,” Zelensky
said of the indiscriminate Russian at-
tacks that have killed civilians. “He’s
just destroying the citizens of Ukraine
of different nationalities. This is just
pure Nazi behavior. I can’t even qualify
this in any different manner.”

He also decried Putin’s demand that
Ukraine concede totally and likened
what is happening to the start of the
Nazi Holocaust.

“For some reason, we have to kneel
down and give our weapons away. We
have to hoist the Russian flag. We are
supposed to say that we don’t want any-
thing, we want to put our hands up,”
Zelensky said. “Listen, all of this al-
ready happened. In Europe. All of this
happened during Nazi times when the
German army rolled through Europe,
and everyone gave the Jewish people
away.”

Zelensky’s meeting with the Confer-
ence of Presidents comes amid his cam-
paign, so far rejected by NATO, to cre-
ate a no-fly zone over Ukraine, which
has faced bombings by Russian plans
for more than a week. “We need to make

pressure to make sure this bombardment
to stop, we need to close the sky,” Zel-
ensky said.

A portion of the meeting was held pri-
vately. During the public portion of the
meeting, Zelensky invoked, as he has
several times before, Russian strikes
near areas of Jewish importance, in-
cluding the site of the Babyn Yar mass
murder during the Nazi Holocaust, and
Uman, a sacred site to haredi Orthodox
Jews.

And he said he felt intense sympathy
with Americans on 9/11, when he real-
ized that all people are connected.

“Despite the fact that I'm a Ukrainian
citizen with Jewish blood, I was looking
at what was happening with the Ameri-
can people, and it was as painful to me,”
he said through an interpreter. “It was
hurting because I thought if America is
not protected, if terrorists can just kill
people..., if the Twin Towers are falling
down in the United States it can happen
in Ukraine as well.”

Also speaking on the call, Ukraine’s
ambassador to the United States, Oksa-
na Markarova, invoked Golda Meir, the
Israeli prime minister who was born in
Kyiv, Ukraine’s capital. “It would be
great to have her now with us,” she said.

“I think she would help a lot in this great
fight.”

Markarova also likened Russian mili-
tary strikes in Ukraine to the rocket fire
Israel endured in conflicts with Hamas
and Hezbollah, saying that the Russian
strikes were indiscriminate and hitting
civilians.

“The majority of the strikes are from
the air, and it’s something that again,
you know, all brothers and sisters in
Israel are, unfortunately, too familiar
with,” she said.

William Daroff, the CEO of the Con-
ference of Presidents, said Zelensky’s
appeal to U.S. Jews was timely.

“During this troubling and chaotic
time for Ukraine, President Zelensky’s
appeal to the leadership of the Confer-
ence of Presidents is particularly sa-
lient given his role as a member of the
Jewish community whose citizenry are
suffering in ways unseen in Europe for
many decades,” he said in a statement
to JTA. “In tandem with American Jew-
ry donating tens of millions of dollars
for rescue and relief efforts in Ukraine,
we stand shoulder-to-shoulder with our
Ukrainian brothers and sisters praying
for peace and continued U.S. leadership
to end the conflict.” HW

Pence Bennett Discuss Iran, Ukraine in Jerusalem

Former U.S. Vice President
Mike Pence meets with Israeli
Prime Minister Naftali Bennett
at the Prime Minister’s Office in
Jerusalem, March 8, 2022.
Credit: Kobi Gideon/GPO.

(JNS) — Former U.S. Vice President
Mike Pence met last Tuesday with Israe-
li Prime Minister Naftali Bennett at the
Prime Minister’s Office in Jerusalem.

The two discussed the nuclear agree-
ment with Iran taking shape in Vienna
and its implications, as well as the sit-
uation in Ukraine, according to a state-
ment from Bennett’s office.

Pence landed in Israel last Monday
for a short visit, following which he is
scheduled to travel to Morocco.

In an interview with Israeli daily Isra-
el Hayom, part of which was published
last Monday, the former vice president
was harshly critical of both Russian
President Vladimir Putin and the Biden
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administration.

“I must tell you that as the travesty
unfolds on the landscape of Ukraine, it
is just unconscionable that the American
administration is at the same time negoti-
ating at the side of the Russians to restart
the Iranian nuclear deal,” said Pence.

Reviving the 2015 deal would be
bad even in peacetime, but “to literally
be working with the Russians” despite
Putin’s invasion of Ukraine “to achieve
once again some deeply flawed and dan-
gerous agreement with the ayatollahs in
Iran is just utterly unacceptable.”

The United States, he said, “Should
not be working with Russia to ease
sanctions or in any way put Iran back
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“Putin must stop

or Putin must pay,”
the former U.S. vice
president tells Israeli
newspaper.

among the community of nations.”

“Putin must stop, or Putin must pay,”
he said. “We need to focus the world’s
energy on ending the Ukrainian inva-
sion and continuing to put pressure to
bear until the Russian troops are out of
Ukraine.” HW
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Nagshon's Leap
By Shoshana Cenker

A moving and uplifting vibe was
bursting out of Royal Studios in South
Memphis recently. A unique group of
incredible musicians in a band called
Nagshon’s Leap gathered for an amaz-
ing virtual live show. It felt like an
entertaining and enchanting family re-
union. The band was originally formed
by Memphis transplant Jason Caplan
and his pals — musician William Ruiz
and lyricist Gilbert Smith — back in New
York City about 20 years ago.

Today, things sure are poppin’ for
Jason, the band and some amazing pro-
grams he’s created. This is how it all
came about. In the late *90s and early
2000s, Jason had been on a spiritu-
al journey to grow religiously, which
also led to his quest to unite people
through music and positivity. Through
that effort, while playing blues guitar
gigs across NYC, he’d met musicians
of different faiths — Sikh, Bahai, Chris-
tian, Muslim — like William and Gilbert.
Bonding with them, the trio then added
a few more musicians to their band, and
Nagshon’s Leap played at colleges and
community centers.

Such a diverse group of people in-
spired Jason to figure out how to en-
courage interfaith relationships and
communication through music. So, he
created the Universal Language Room
(ULR) — a welcoming environment that
promotes interpersonal communication
and making connections through impro-
visational music. Participants are guid-
ed through a musical experience to com-
municate through melody, rhythm and
meditation. Best of all, you don’t need
any musical background to be involved.

Jason and other facilitators demon-
strate how to create simple melodic
call-and-response statements that par-

Universal Mantra: Nagshon's Leap

ticipants share with each other in a fun,
dynamic experience. The result of such
powerful openness and creativity is in-
clusivity, belonging, a sense of calm and
overall well-being. ULR also showcases
that music — which can serve as a bridge
builder — is accessible to anyone. ULR
has been successful in Richmond, Va,
NYC, and here in Memphis.

Jason’s musical work and the Univer-
sal Language Room are also informed
by his ongoing study of Rabbi Abraham
Abulafia’s mystical teachings. Out of
that learning came the Beit Abulafia pro-
gram, a collaboration with the Memphis
Jewish Community Center’s Center for
Jewish Living and Learning. On each
Zoom event, Jason shares some back-
ground about the Kabbalist, and how he
broke the code of Abulafia’s Kabbalah
through modern jazz improvisation.

“Rabbi Abulafia was the founder of
the school of ‘Prophetic Kabbalah.” He
was born in Zaragoza, Spain, in 1240
and was one of the first people to teach
Kabbalah in public,” explained Jason.
“He believed that philosophy and mys-
ticism can exist in harmony. However,
his Kabbalah has not been talked about
for 800 years. Scholars began to discov-
er Abulafia about 80 years ago, and his
teachings are now becoming more and
more popular. Rabbi Abulafia is one of
the most universal rabbis I have found
in Jewish philosophy and Kabbalah.”

On each Beit Abulafia session, a
world-renowned musician is invited to
discuss their background, their thoughts
on music as a universal language and
showcase their remarkable talent with
musical interludes, to everyone’s de-
light. Jason teaches the concept that mu-
sic equates to open dialogue, as Abulafia
provides a tool for people to communi-
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cate through combinations of music and
letters.

“The combinations help us see ideas
from multiple angles and approaches,”
noted Jason. “This opens the door to a
sincere sharing of ideas.” Past programs
have included musical masters such as
Andy Statman, Kenny Werner, Howard
Levy and Dave Liebman. On deck for
Beit Abulafia are Julie Lyonn Lieber-
man and Adam Jacobs.

It’s been a wonderful year of growth
for the ULR and Beit Abulafia programs,
but there’s even more. An Israeli TV star
just filmed Nagshon’s Leap performing

Brian Lurie
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at American Recording Studio for an
Israeli documentary. And, through The
Bridge Institute, which Jason founded
and funds ULR programming, he also
partnered with professors and research-
ers at the University of Memphis to
study the Universal Language Room
and its positive effects on interprofes-
sional development.

“Students approached the activity
with curiosity,” said Naomi Eichorn,
U of M Assistant Professor. “This was
nothing like the kinds of training experi-
ence they were used to in their clinically
focused programs. They gradually be-
came less inhibited and started connect-
ing with each other through the music
they were creating. It was fascinating
to watch the ice breaker activity unfold,
observe students’ reactions to the expe-
rience, and hear them interpret the ap-
plications to collaborative team-based
care.” Several journals and conferences
have accepted the study for publication.

Back to Nagshon’s Leap — when Ja-
son moved to Memphis a few years ago,
he played the blues around town and
connected with supremely talented mu-
sicians to form version 2.0 of the band.
Each artist is critical to the group’s
unique makeup, both musically and
spiritually: Dalion Russell on drums,
Cecil McDaniel on bass, vocalist Eric
Stone, Raishene Webb on keys, Dr. Ste-
phen Wachtel on clarinet and saxophone
and Jason on guitar.

(See Nagshon’s Leap Page 3)
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Baron Hirsch Unites with Entire Jewish
Community for Sixth Annual Sandwich Project

Baron Hirsch Congregation an-
nounced this week that it was kicking
off its 6th Annual Sandwich Project
partnering with the entire Jewish com-
munity, including all congregations,
schools and agencies.

Two days will be set aside for com-
munity members to sign up for 90-min-
ute shifts at Baron Hirsch to make
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches.
Sessions will be held throughout the
day on Sunday, March 20 and Tuesday,
March 22. A new session will begin
each two hours, and a maximum of 25
people may participate in each session.

In addition, volunteers can also
choose to make sandwiches at home
and drop off their finished product at
the synagogue. For those that are mak-
ing at home, they can pick up supplies
from the congregation or purchase
their own.

This year, the project aims to bring
the community together to assemble
and donate 10,000 peanut butter and

jelly sandwiches to those in need. In
the five years that this project has tak-
en place, over 40,000 sandwiches have
been made.

“The response to this initiative has
been explosive, and coming into our
sixth year of doing this, the excitement
and participation only compounds with
each year’s launch of the project,” said
Baron Hirsch Board President Marc
Lennon. “Last year, even though we
were all confined to our homes, we still
made over 10,000 sandwiches.”

The Sandwich Project is an effort
to help provide food for the hungry in
Memphis through service, learning and
active volunteering. With the participa-
tion of the local Jewish agencies, it is
hoped that over 10,000 peanut butter
and jelly sandwiches will be donated
to local soup kitchens that serve the
homeless and those who are food in-
secure.

The organizers are asking volunteers
to register in advance so that they can
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be better prepared for the evening.
A website has been set up to make
signing up quick and easy —-www.bar-
onhirsch.org/pbj. There are links for
whether you want to attend a session in
person or to pick up supplies to make
at home. Volunteers can also call the
office at 901-683-7485 to register.

Undertaking this herculean effort
requires a massive amount of sup-
plies. It is expected that this year’s
event will involve 800 loaves of bread,
800 pounds of peanut butter and 400
pounds of jelly. The congregation is
seeking donations to assist in covering
the costs of the product. Donors can
make a gift through the website or the
Baron Hirsch office.

The congregation is excited to have
been awarded a major grant by Jewish
Foundation of Memphis B’nai Tzedek
to help support the program. The B’nai
Tzedek teens, a group of budding
philanthropists, have always been ac-
tive in the Sandwich Project, present-
ing a generous grant to the congrega-
tion to underwrite many of the costs,
and attending as a group to actively
participate in making sandwiches.

The congregation appreciates the
support of all its sister organizations in-
cluding Anshei Sphard Beth El Emeth,
Beth Sholom, Bornblum Jewish Com-
munity School, Chabad Lubavitch,
Hillels of Memphis, Jewish Communi-
ty Partners, Margolin Hebrew Acade-
my, Memphis Jewish Community Cen-
ter, Memphis Jewish Home & Rehab,
Or Chadash, Plough Towers, Temple
Israel, Wendy and Avron B. Fogelman
Jewish Family Services at the MJCC
and Young Israel. HW
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Nagshon’s Leap...
(Continued From Page 2)

The band’s performance at Royal Stu-
dios back in February was in partnership
with the East Valley JCC, near Phoenix,
Arizona, for its 3rd Annual Klezmer
Fest. Hosted by the fabulous local ce-
lebrity Felicia Peat, who brought her
energy and excitement, the show was
streamed live on YouTube.

Founding member Gilbert flew in
from NY. He and Jason shared some de-
tails about ULR and Beit Abulafia. Spe-
cial guest Jan Peterson of the Bahai faith
talked about her positive experiences
joining ULR programs, and as the mod-
erator of Beit Abulafia, I was honored to
participate in the Q&A and a little mu-
sic-making ULR style.

The music was magic. It was palpa-
ble. Organic. Raw. An inspiring toe-tap-
ping, boom-whacking good ole time.
Everyone in the room felt all the feels.
Just watch the show, you’ll see what I
mean. The band closed the live perfor-
mance with a rousing rendition of their
signature song, “One G-d, One Human
Family,” with Gilbert’s energetic rap-
ping.

“The entire concept of ‘One God,
One Human Family’ is genuinely inge-
nious and is heartfelt in every musical
note that radiates through each band
member as he plays,” said Felicia Peat,
WKNO Channel 10 Education & Out-
reach Manager. “It’s not just a feeling
but an experience of sheer brotherly
love shared throughout this band from
all different backgrounds and faiths, yet
unified. I am humbled to be a part of the
that experience.”

There’s another opportunity to check
out a virtual live show. Nagshon’s
Leap is heading back to Royal Studios,
helmed by Grammy-winning producer
Boo Mitchell, for another live stream-
ing performance on Sunday, March 20.
This time, they’ll be joined by founding
member William.

“Bonding with players of diverse
backgrounds, and making music with
outstanding Memphis professionals, all
plugged into the same universal vibe,”
added musician Dr. Stephen Wachtel,
“Nagshon’s Leap is a unique experi-
ence.” HW

For more details about
ULR and to reach Jason:
ulrl.com

Register for Beit
Abulafia: ulrl.com/beit-
abulafia

Watch the “Unity” clip
from the Royal Studios
performance: https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=3sXclm9qvwE

Watch a blues clip
from the Royal
Studios performance:
https://youtu.
be/4vwW3VVbSqg
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Bornblum Launches the Flock
Force

S e ———
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Newly appointed members of Bornblum’s Flock Force received their Flock
Force gear at Kabbalat Shabbat on March 4, 2022.

The Flock Force is the latest new
club at Bornblum Jewish Community
School. Made up of 15 students who ap-
plied to participate, the mission of the
Flock Force is to be the “protectors of
the poultry,” Bornblum’s five chickens.

Bornblum acquired their five hens
in August of 2021 as newborn chicks.
There was a school-wide naming contest
where the students named their feath-
ered friends Snowball, Fluffy, Nugget,
Waddles and Hen Solo. In October, the
students held a parade, with Bornblum
Head of School Daniel Weiss dressed in
full chicken garb, to escort the chicks to
their new coop. Today, the hens are fully
grown and have started laying eggs.

“We are so happy that our chickens
have begun laying their eggs,” said
Weiss. “We have been gathering them
up, and I will be cooking breakfast for
our staff this week. People keep asking
me for a good egg joke or egg pun, I can
finally let them know I have a dozen.”

The members of the Flock Force, led
by Flock Commander and second grade
teacher Nathan Collier, are responsible

for the care of Bornblum’s chickens.
They will feed them and give them wa-
ter, gather the eggs and change their
bedding. Commander Collier will also
teach students how to monitor the chick-
ens for any sickness or injuries. Finally,
members of the Flock Force will serve
as chicken ambassadors, taking them to
classes so the students can get to know
and interact with each of the chickens.

Explaining the role of the chickens
at Bornblum, Jill Cross, the school’s
Director of Curriculum and Instruction
shared that, “Caring for and learning
about chickens on campus allows our
students to learn about life cycles, sus-
tainable agriculture and animal care.
Students, faculty and staff collaborate
to ensure the chickens are healthy and
happy, which creates a valuable con-
nection between the environment and
our school community, and a better un-
derstanding of where food comes from.
The chickens have also become a com-
ponent of our social emotional program.
If a student needs a break, they can visit
our chicken coop to reset.” HW
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Memphis Jewish Federation Hosts
Memphis Shoham Seminar
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Attendees and speakers at Memphis-Shoham webinar

More than 60 people joined a March
8 Memphis-Shoham webinar featuring
four inspiring women of distinction
from Memphis and Shoham, Israel.
Highlights include Judge Sheryl Lip-
man noting the need for “formality with
empathy” in the courtroom, Dr. Sandra
Arnold calling on women physicians to

choose specialties like infectious dis-
ease, Israeli CEO Dr. Gili Hart acknowl-
edging the painful, personal family sac-
rifices she had to make in her career, and
Israeli criminologist Dr. Ronit Peled-
Laskov noting how prison is a shelter
and safe space for many Israeli women
offenders. HW

Iran Says it Will Retaliate for
Israel’s Killing of Two IRGC

Members in Syria

(JNS) — Iran declared that it would
avenge the killing of two Islamic Rev-
olutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) mem-
bers as the result of an Israeli airstrike
in Syria.

Holding Israel accountable for such
attacks “is one of the main goals of the
resistance [forces] in the region,” said
Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Saeed Khatibzadeh last Wednesday, re-
ported Reuters.

The IRGC Sepah News website
named the two killed soldiers as Cols.
Ehsan Karbalaipour and Morteza Saeid-
nejad. It also said Israel would “pay for
this crime.”

Their funerals were to be held last
Wednesday.

The alleged Israeli airstrike killed two
others identified by the British-based
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights
as pro-Iran militiamen. HW
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Ronna Newburger, a Life Well Lived

Ronna Karchmer Newburger

Ronna Karchmer Newburger passed
away peacefully on Sunday, February
27, 2022, after gracefully weathering
a long illness. She was at her home in
Memphis, surrounded by family and
loved ones. She is survived by her hus-
band, Hal, her brother, Don, and her
children, Nicki Newburger, Dina (Eli)
Benita, Marty (Deb) Newburger and
Nat Newburger; and five grandchildren
Daniel, Benji, Maya, Noah and Leo. She
is preceded in death by her firstborn son,
Mark, following his birth, and her par-
ents, Aaron and Gertrude Karchmer.

Ronna went by many aliases, includ-
ing Ronna-Like-Donna, Ricky, Ronna
Rose, Ronnabelle, Mimi, and her road
trip CB handle “Blue Eyes,” which ac-
curately reflected her special twinkle.
Born in Memphis, she grew up in the
small town of Centralia, Illinois, where
she became known for getting things
done, riding unicycles, climbing water
towers, driving pick-up trucks and being
a tomboy, all while sporting a lipstick.

Upon graduating high school, Ronna
attended Skidmore College in upstate
New York where she met her “beshert,”
the love of her life, Hal, when he asked
the open-ended question of, “will you
go out with me sometime?” suspecting
she was not Jewish. On their first date,
Ronna wore a Magen David, and quick-
ly they established the foundation of their
lives together with an emphasis on living
“Jewishly” — with warmth and generosity,
giving back to community, and making
indelible memories. After graduation, this
wizard mathematician moved to Brooklyn
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where she worked for a bank while pre-
paring for marriage. After their wedding,
she was also a teacher, bookkeeper, and
Gin Rummy champion.

The Newburgers moved to Memphis
where Hal took on what his mother
thought was the “dirty job” of Scrap Met-
al Recycling at A. Karchmer & Son, as
third generation of scrap metal dealers in
the historic Tennessee Brewery. Ronna
and Hal operated their business together
for nearly 50 years until their “caboose”
Nat took charge. The Newburgers also
developed Founder’s Pointe, an upscale
downtown subdivision on Riverside
Drive, and were actively involved with
Downtown Neighborhood Association
and transformation of South Main.

In addition to raising four busy chil-
dren, wearing numerous “hats” and jug-
ging day jobs, Ronna always insisted on
a balanced check book, was lightning fast
with a 10 key calculator, typewriter, sew-
ing machine, and had some of the largest
accounting ledgers ever created. Hun-
dreds of yellow legal pads occupied her
To Do Lists. She created fun games out
of tabulating Coke machine money, roll-
ing coins with her kids, putting checks in
numerical order and making Halloween
costumes with homemade materials and
imagination. She served as family histori-
an and organizer of family reunions.

Ronna taught her kids how to “Make
Nice,” how to “Cross that Bridge when
you get There,” and, “If you got your-
self up that Tree, you can get yourself
Down.” Most importantly, she instilled
a strong sense of family and deep-root-
ed sense of integrity and commitment
in her children. A builder of strong re-
lationships and community, she crusad-
ed for diversity and inclusion teaching
her young kiddos, “We don’t have just
one best friend, but many friends.” In
later years, she would encourage each
of them to travel and work internation-
ally while remaining a steadfast anchor,
mailing articles of Memphis news long
before there were links.

Before the advent of Wikipedia,
Google, Siri, or Emojis there was Ron-
na. When someone had a question,
they called Ronna. Her high school
yearbook remarked, “If there is some-
thing to do, and no one to do it, give it
to Ronna, and she’ll see to it.” She had
an incredible memory pertaining to
family history, phone numbers, license
plates, and historic events. She was an
expert at any puzzle. Her signature on

letters was always a large smiley face!
Ronna also had the innate ability to
diagnose problems with toilets over the
phone, earning her an honorary PhD
in Toilets. She was known as the “Tree
Lady” for planting trees to celebrate
friend’s new homes and new organiza-
tion’s opening. She painted tulip signs and
toilet seats, made yard work joyful, con-
quering any task and capturing burglars at
the scrap yard. Chores were adventures.
She had absolutely no musical talent but
could create a cutesy rhyme for every cel-
ebration. She enjoyed calligraphy for all
the cards and invitations she sent for so
many occasions and took gobs of photos
for family friends at their special events.
No-nonsense with business matters,
Ronna was a master of persuasion and
negotiation, with determination and
optimism. She had a quiet, sweet way
about her causing people to occasion-
ally underestimate her, before she bent
them to her will. She was a firm dis-
ciplinarian when her children needed
“correction,” and her voice would take
on a very slow, serious, deliberate tone
whenever she had an important lesson
to teach. She gave “tough love” gently.
Ronna believed strongly in support-
ing public school education and inte-
gration, natural childbirth, “biting bul-
lets” and the honor of hard work and
productivity. She made school lunches
with math questions, Daddy’s eggs,
Mom’s spaghetti, infinite matzah meal
pancakes, blintzes, challahs and Sunday
brunches. Her Heavenly Hash was in-
deed heavenly. She fought like hell for
her kids, her brother, and Hal when they
needed her. She refused to take no for
an answer and took care of everything
until she couldn’t anymore. Her life was
characterized by continually squeezing

10 Ibs. into a 5 1b. bag.

Always a trooper, she once straight-
ened a fishhook with her teeth, piercing
her tongue and refusing to go to the
hospital. Her strength and resiliency
cannot be compared. A Happy Camper,
she loved butterflies, the color blue, air-
popped popcorn, and riding shotgun in
colorful vintage convertibles with Hal,
the wind in her hair. No one enjoyed a
good Hallmark Movie more.

A master multi-tasker, Ronna re-in-
vented the definition of the “power
walk” starting each morning with 5
miles daily, listening to books on the
move, while also picking up trash, re-
cycling cans, collecting four-leaf clo-
vers and random coins along the way.
She practiced Yoga and Pilates and en-
joyed burning leaves at Horseshoe Lake
as much as fishing. She had a shrewd
eye for detail and astute ability to find
objects in antique stores that could be
transformed into lamps or functional
containers for plants. A consummate
problem-solver with sense of adventure
and joy, she was always ready with a
screwdriver in her purse and a magnet
on her keychain.

Serving as the first female president of
the MJCC, Ronna was instrumental in
the expansion of the Center and brought
Maccabi games to Memphis. Addition-
ally, she was one of the founders of the
Jewish Foundation of Memphis and was
actively involved in the development of
its the “Legacy Program.” She was in-
volved with the Jewish Student Union
at Memphis State, as well as the Ronald
McDonald House at St. Jude Hospital.
An active member of multiple organiza-
tions, she was especially proud of her 15
years involvement in Rotary, receiving
award buttons for “perfect attendance.”

A true dynamo, she will be remem-
bered as a pure force of nature, an in-
spiring role model for independence,
excellence, and leadership, a humanitar-
ian and a true blessing to all who knew
her well. Her loving brilliance and pio-
neering spirit will live on eternally. She
will aways be our Sunshine.

Please remember Ronna when you
wear any shade of blue or plant some-
thing. If you wish to honor her legacy by
making a contribution, some ideas are:
the MJCC, Chabad, the Ronald McDon-
ald House or the Ronna Karchmer New-
burger Fund for Alzheimer’s Disease
Research at the Mayo Clinic https://
philanthropy.mayoclinic.org/give HW
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Chabad Dedlcates New Sukkah and Outdoor Arbor

A women'’s class with Mrs. Rivky Klein in the new expanded sukkah and
arbor at the Chabad Center of Jewish Life.

The Chabad Center for Jewish Life
celebrated the dedication of their recent-
ly expanded Sukkah and outdoor arbor.
Since its dedication, the newly renovat-
ed space has been put to great use for
hosting community simchas as well as

be enjoyed all year round. Additionally,
a paved walkway leading from the park-
ing lot to the arbor was installed to ease
accessibility for those with limited mo-
bility to be able to enjoy the space.

The sukkah and arbor are dedicated
in loving memory of Jerome Phillip
Magdovitz, Barbara Shepp Magdovitz
and Andrew Harris Magdovitz by their
loving son and brother, Mr. Brad Mag-
dovitz. HW

or & Sukkah

In Memory,. of,

programming and classes that have been
held outdoors in accordance with pan-
demic guidelines. The arbor is crafted
with intricate cedar woodworking and
permanent lighting and fans, making it
a beautiful and comfortable location to

To order, please call Jor

B~
Appetizers
Chicken Broth Soup.................... $20/qrt. (2 servings per qrt.)
Matzah Balls............c.ooooiiiiiiii, $4/each
Charoset..........c.uveiuiiiiiiiiiien $15/ pint
Gefilte Fish.........c.ooii $3.75/ piece
Chopped Chicken Liver..................... $20/ pint
Side Dishes (half pan serves 10-12)
Apple Matzah Kugel......................... $30/half pan
Broccoli Soufflé..............cocovveinniinn.. $30/half pan
Sweet “Noodle” Soufflé...................... $30/half pan
Potato Kugel...........cooveeeeiiiiiiinnnnen... $30/half pan

Entrees
Slow-Braised Roast Beef with Gravy
Herb-Roasted Whole Chicken.............

Stuffed Cabbage.................c......ooee. $35/half pan (12 servings/ frozen)
Stuffed Peppers...........ccooeiiiiiiii. $35,/half pan (12 servings/ frozen)
Desserts

Jelly Roll........ooooooi $15/each

Macaroon Cookies............ccceeiiinnna $12.50/dz.

7-Layer Cake...............ooooiiiii $22/cake

Orders will be ready for curbside pickup on Friday, April 15, between 10:00am — 2:00pm.
Please provide credit card information when placing your order — your card will not be

Y
L o

NOSH-A-RYE DELI

Southern Kosher At Its Finest

$75/half pan (12 servings)
$25/each

dan at 901.756.3229 or email J[Shulman@memphisjewishhome.org.
Orders are due by Friday, April 1, 2022.

charged until the week of pickup.

Baron lesch
Plans Over-
the-Top
Purim

With the pandemic in decline, Baron
Hirsch Congregation has announced
plans for an over-the-top Purim celebra-
tion — exactly two years since the com-
munity began to shut down.

The fun begins with the reading of the
Megillah on Wednesday evening, March
16. During the services, which begin at
7:30 p.m. graggers will be handed out to
everyone in the sanctuary.

Following services, the annual ‘Pu-
rim-Palooza,” held in conjunction with
Anshei Sphard Beth El Emeth Congre-
gation, will feature music, giveaways
for the kids, moon bounces and deli-
cious carnival food, including corndogs,
fresh pretzels, popcorn and more. The
Palooza is sponsored by Rob Kabel in
memory of his father, Rafael Kabel, and
by the David M. & Belle Rosenberg Pu-
rim Fund. The Palooza is free and open
to all.

Several readings of the megillah will
take place on Purim Day to give every-
one ample opportunity to fulfill the im-
portant mitzva of hearing the reading.
There will be two options for Shacharit
services at 6:10 a.m. and 7:10 a.m., with
Megillah readings during each. A wom-
en’s Megillah reading will take place at
11 a.m. in the Cooper Chapel. A sepa-
rate reading will take place for anyone
in the sanctuary at the same time. A final
reading of the megillah will take place
at5 p.m.

The day will culminate with a grand
community Purim Seudah at 6 p.m. The
Seudah is the festive meal and celebra-
tion honoring the Purim holiday, and
is collectively sponsored by Anshei
Sphard, Baron Hirsch and Young Isra-
el. Everyone, ages 0-120, is encouraged
to wear costumes and enter the costume
contest! Live music, dancing and door
prizes will also be part of this fun-filled
evening.

There will be a fun children’s carni-
val for kids and a fantastic ‘Round-the-
World Grand Buffet catered by Michael
Francis of Heart & Soul Catering. The
delicious food is always an important
part of every Jewish celebration, and
this Seudah will have plenty of options
to choose from.

Children will be busy with the annu-
al Purim carnival, which will be held in
the adjoining Parker-Margolin Taberna-
cle and Fogelman Foyer. There will be
new games and activities for children
of all ages and lots of prizes to be won.
Every child attending will get 20 free
tickets.

All of the food, entertainment and fun
is just $25 for adults and teens, $10 for
children ages 4-12, and children 3 and
under are free. There is a family cap of
$100 and sponsorships are available for
$180.

Payment must be made with reserva-
tions.

Advanced reservations are highly rec-
ommended, as the Seudah is sure to be a
sold-out event!

For reservations or questions call the
Baron Hirsch office at 901-683-7485 or
email gwen@baronhirsch.org. HW
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Steven Paul Kesselman

Steven Kesselman, age 71, passed
away on Wednesday, March 2, 2022.
He was born on July 28, 1950, to Mo-
ses and Diana (Greenwald) Kesselman
of Queens, N.Y. He grew up in Valley
Steam, N.Y, completed his undergradu-
ate degree at the University of Memphis
(formally Memphis State) and earned his
MBA at the University of Utah. He proud-
ly served in the United States Air Force,
retiring with the rank of Lt. Colonel and
was part of the 765 AC&W Squadron at
Charleston, Maine, 48th Fighter Wing at
Royal Air Force (RAF) United Kingdom,

Base, Albuquerque, N.M.

Steven was a resident of Albuquerque
since 1978 and retired as a manager for
Fleet Operations (Parts/Inventory) for
the City of Albuquerque’s police and fire
vehicles after 27 years, all while serving
in the USAF Reserves. In his spare time,
he enjoyed reading, movies, theater, mu-
sic, traveling, watching sports and going
out to eat — trying new restaurants. He
also enjoyed writing letters and emails
to family and friends across the country.
He was active in keeping up with hap-
penings in his college fraternity, Alpha
Epsilon Pi (AEPi), and enjoyed partici-
pating in Jewish activities at Congrega-
tion Albert, where he was a member for
44 years. Additionally, he loved history
and seemed fascinated by Jews in the
Southwest. He is survived by his wife,
Debra (Kane) Kesselman, of Rio Ran-
cho, N.M., his daughter, Rachel Kessel-
man of Memphis, Tenn., his sister, [lene
Kesselman of Albuquerque, N.M., and
several cousins.

The funeral service was held grave-
side on March 8, 2022, at Fairview Me-
morial Park in Albuquerque.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests
donations to be sent to Congregation Al-
bert, St. Jude Research Hospital, Jewish
Federation of New Mexico or a charity

Caregiver Reliable 'D'e'"p‘.éndéble.
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CareGiver Contact ANITA ECHOLS

Information |

901-267-8946
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and 377 AB Wing at Kirtland Air Force of your choice. HW
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A DATTEL REALTY PROPERTY

“Luxury and Location”

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
901-685-8020

505 South Perkins Rd. | 1BR | 2BR | Penthouses
In the Heart of East Memphis | Utilities Included
See our floorplans
(@ embassyaptsmemphis.com

60 YEARS OF SERVING
q LIENTS WITH INTEGRITY

Surprisingly =

great rates

right around
the corner.

¢ Business Entities
e Bankruptcy
e Corporate and Business

David J Ross, Agent Transactions

8317 Cordova Road, Suite 101
Cordova, TN 38016

Bus: 901-795-9067
www.davidjross.net

I'm your one-stop shop for
the service you deserve at a
price you want. Call me for
surprisingly great rates and
Good Neighbor service right
in your neighborhood.

® Employment and Labor

e Estate Planning and Probate

* Health Care

* Land Use Planning and Zoning
e Landlord/Tenant Law

e Litigation

* Personal Injury
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SHAINBERG
KAPLAN bpLc

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Like a good neighbor,
State Farmis there®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.
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Your Social Security Statement:
What's in It for You?

Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director — Investments, Wells
Fargo Advisors...Questions for Mike? Call 901-761-8151.

The Social Security Administration
(SSA) provides personalized Social
Security Statements to help Americans
age 18 and older better understand the
benefits that Social Security offers. Your
Statement contains a detailed record of
your earnings and estimates of retire-
ment, disability, and survivor benefits
— information that can help you plan for
your financial future.

You can view your Social Security
Statement online at any time by creat-
ing a my Social Security account at the
SSA’s website, ssa.gov/myaccount. If
you’re not registered for an online ac-
count and are not yet receiving benefits,
you’ll receive a Statement in the mail
every year, starting at age 60.

Benefit Estimates

Your Social Security Statement tells
you whether you’ve earned enough
credits by working and paying Social
Security taxes to qualify for retirement
and disability benefits and, if you quali-
fy, how much you might receive. Gener-
ally, retirement benefits are projected for
up to nine claiming ages, including full
(ages 66 to 67), early (age 62), and late
(age 70). If you qualify, you can also see
the benefit amount your survivors might
receive in the event of your death.

The amounts listed are estimates
based on your average earnings in the
past and a projection of future earnings.
Actual benefits you receive may be dif-
ferent if your earnings increase or de-
crease in the future.

Amounts may also be affected by oth-
er factors, including cost-of-living in-
creases (estimates are in today’s dollars)
and other income you receive, and are
based on current law.

More than 50 million individuals

have established online Social Security
accounts.

Source: Social Security Administra-
tion, 2021

Annual Earnings

In addition to benefit information,
your Social Security Statement contains
a year-by-year record of your earn-
ings. This record is updated when your
employer reports your earnings (or if
you’re self-employed, when you report
your own earnings). Earnings are gen-
erally reported annually, so your most
recent earnings may not yet be on your
Statement.

Because Social Security benefits are
based on average lifetime earnings, it’s
important to make sure your earnings
have been reported correctly. Compare
your earnings record against past tax re-
turns or W-2s. If you find errors, let the
Social Security Administration know
right away by calling 800-772-1213.

This information is not intended as tax, legal,
investment, or retirement advice or recommenda-
tions, and it may not be relied on for the purpose
of avoiding any federal tax penalties. You are en-
couraged to seek guidance from an independent
tax or legal professional. The content is derived
from sources believed to be accurate. Neither the
information presented nor any opinion expressed
constitutes a solicitation for the purchase or sale
of any security. This material was written and pre-
pared by Broadridge Advisor Solutions. © 2022
Broadridge Financial Solutions, Inc.
Investment and Insurance Products
are:

Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Fed-
eral Government Agency

Not a Deposit or Other Obligation
of, or Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any
Bank Affiliate

Subject to Investment Risks, In-
cluding Possible Loss of the Principal
Amount Invested HW

Advisors

retirement.
Mike Stein
6075 Poplar Ave

Memphis, TN 38119
Direct: (901) 761-8151

Investment and Insurance Products:

Plan upstream towards steady
income downstream

A little planning today can make all the difference
tomorrow. We can help you design a distribution
strategy aimed at preserving your savings and helping
to ensure your income stream flows throughout your

Managing Director — Investments

michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com
ttps://homewellsfargoadvisors.com/michael.stein

NOT FDIC Insured

NO Bank Guarantee

MAY Lose Value

0720-03330

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC,
Member SIPC, aregistered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo &
Company. © 2020 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All rights reserved. CAR-

Spring has Sprung at Plough

Towers

‘ T
Mot eg

By Harleen Tague

Plough Towers emerges into spring
from the prologue of February’s Sweet-
heart Party and Dance, Temple Sis-
terhood’s daffodils blooming and the
amazing Creative Aging workshops
and parties, to the beautiful blue skies
of March with its continuing blooming
flowers, eating pie on Pi Day and longer
days with sunshine.

We will continue our spring celebra-
tion with the Purim holiday thanks to
the Memphis Jewish Federation’s Fed-
ovation Grant for Jewish Holidays: Cel-
ebrating and Learning Together. This
display case in the lobby will focus on
the enjoyment that Purim brings includ-
ing welcoming Torah Mitzion back to
Plough Towers on March 15, for a good
time.

As always, you can see Memphis Hot
Notes having musical fun around the
Towers. And artists from Creative Ag-
ing of the Mid-South will offer Plough
residents entertainment, arts programs,
workshops, and on March 16, will take
residents to Theater Memphis for “Op-
era Goes to Broadway.”

Residents are welcome to join Rabbi
Akiva Males of Young Israel for a Shab-
bat Service on March 18 at 2 p.m.

As we speed through another amazing
month at Plough Towers, we look for-
ward to all the daily events that sparkle
the lives of its residents. And as always,
family, friends and volunteers of Plough
Towers are welcome to all events. For
more information about activities and
events visit ploughtowers.org. HW
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TRUST BROAD AVENUE REALTY.

Whether you're buying your first home or dream home, looking to sell
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Rick Baer
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View every listing
in Memphis on
our website.
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How a Beth Sholom Member

Made a Shidduch Between
the Red Cross and Journey

Coleman Elementary Schoo

Joely Cifre (l) of the Red Cross and Mindy Lipson of

American
Red Cross / :

iy

Beth Sholom

delivered enough emergency supplies to fill 208 pillowcases.

Credit: Mindy Lipson

A shidduch is typically made between
two people, but Beth Sholom board
member Tresha Mandel used her match-
making skills to connect the American
Red Cross-Mid-South Chapter to Journey
Coleman Elementary School in Raleigh
(a Memphis suburb). Thanks to Mandel’s
efforts, her friends, and the generosity
of Beth Sholom, more than 200 student
families are now equipped with emergen-
cy supplies in case a disaster strikes.

It began when Mandel, a Mass Disas-
ter Volunteer with the local Red Cross
Chapter, got involved with the organi-
zation’s Pillowcase Project, a national
emergency preparedness education pro-
gram for grades 3-5. Mandel also is con-
nected to Journey Coleman through the
Beth Sholom Tikkun Olam committee,
which supports the school’s students
and families by donating school sup-
plies, winter coats and holiday gifts for
children to give family members.

As part of the Pillowcase Project,
the Red Cross visits schools located in
communities at high risk of home fires,
tornados and earthquakes. Through the
Red Cross disaster preparedness curric-
ulum, the Red Cross teaches survival
techniques to students. To re-enforce
what students learn and help their fam-
ilies put an emergency plan into action,
the Red Cross program gives students
sturdy pillowcases to decorate and take
home for their families to fill with emer-

—_——

Joely Cifre handed out
pillowcases to 3-5 grade students.
Credit: Mindy Lipson
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gency supplies.

But Journey Coleman students
brought home pillowcases stuffed with
supplies. “Call it beshert,” Mandel says.
“I told Joely [Cifre, Red Cross Disaster
Program Specialist] about Beth Sho-
lom’s special relationship with Jour-
ney Coleman and the match was made.
I decided to take it one step further by
launching a fundraising drive so we
could supply the emergency items fam-
ilies so desperately needed. With the
generosity of the Beth Sholom com-
munity and my Facebook friend group,
Journey Coleman students were able to
take home filled pillowcases that could
be used immediately.”

Each child received flashlights and
batteries, first aid kits, emergency blan-
kets, soap, toothbrushes and toothpaste
(donated by Mitchell Godat, DDS), wa-
ter bottles, notebooks, pens and stuffed
toys for their pillows.

Mandel urges the Memphis commu-
nity to reach out to Cifre at joely.cifre@
redcross.org if you know of an elemen-
tary school that could benefit from the
Pillowcase Project.

“Maybe you could start a fundraising
drive and fill the pillowcases for your
chosen school. It’s all about helping our
vulnerable neighbors,” said Mandel.

To learn how you can get involved
with the Beth Sholom Tikkun Olam
committee, visit bsholom.org. HW

Join Our Team

WE'RE HIRING AT THE N}

The Memphis Jewish Community Center is looking
for reliable and self-motivated candidates with a
passion for swim to fill various positions.

Pool Managers
Seasonal / Part-time

Swim Instructors
Seasonal / Part-time

Lifeguards
Seasonal / Part-time

Benefits:
e Competitive pay
* MJCC membership
* Program discounts for the Early Childhood Center,
Summer Camp, classes, & more

Qualifications:

* Lifeguard / CPR Certification (courses available at the
MJCC)

To Apply:
Please send your resume to cdowling@jccmemphis.org

Memphis Jewish 6560 Poplar Avenue, Memphis, TN 38138
Community Center jccmemphis.org « (901) 761-0810

MOVING?

Please let us know before you go! It’s easy...
info@Qhebewwatchman.com
901.763.2215
PO Box 770846, Memphis, TN 38177-0846

COLUMBUS MARBLE WORKS

Designers and Builders

HIGHEST QUALITY MONUMENTS AND MARKERS
Associated and Identified with

JEWISH MEMORIALS

For Over 85 years
in Memphis and the Mid-South area

Enduring
Memorials

For more information, call

Phone 1-800-647-1055

Located at 2481 Broad Avenue - Memphis
901-767-0026 - Locally owned by Paul West

Beautifully Crafted Cemetery Monuments

SERVING THE JEWISH COMMUNITY
OF MEMPHIS FOR OVER 20 YEARS

Visit us at WESTMEMORIALS.COM
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Miracles Everywhere

Editor’s note:

This story is being
reprinted in memory
of Ted Roberts in
appreciation of his
longtime service

as a newspaper
columnist.

By Ted Roberts

I guess it all depends on what you
mean by “miracle.” Or to use a fancy
schmancy German word that I’ve been
trying to work into a story for months
— “weltanschaung” — world view. (Ger-
mans can’t express anything philosoph-
ical in less than eleven letters.)

For example, Believers and Evolu-
tionists have dueled since Darwin’s day
over the origins of humanity. Silly. The
scientists ignore the poetry of G-d’s
breath on clay and all its implications,
and the Believers can’t see G-d’s hand
in the magical clump of clustered cells
within the well-dressed ape called man.

Woman born of a rib of Adam? “You
shall become one flesh,” said the Mira-
cle Maker to Adam and Eve. Big deal?
Miraculous? I find it literally unimpres-
sive compared to the appearance of
your infant daughter conceived from a
microscopic drop of fluid that the Mas-
ter Magician turned into a girl child that
insisted on first, dolls then a two-speed,

yellow bike and later a wedding that
would sustain Fannie Mae and Freddie
Mac for a week. That’s not a miracle?
Miracle of miracles, you say. OK, but
not compared to the natural state of
events designed by the Creator.

I mean — open your eyes — he sculpted
the Earth and hung it among the galax-
ies, and it hasn’t fallen once — due to His
law. Who needs small stuff like manna
and quail in the Sinai and the several re-
suscitations that follow in the prophets?

Yes, the parting of the Red Sea was
maybe a “miracle” (or a gusty west
wind) and so was manna in the sandy
Sinai, and there’s a few more when we
get to the prophets. But I say they’re
small potatoes compared to the common
tabby cat manufactured by the millions
by the G-d who plucked Israel from
the claws of the Egyptians. That cat is
a survival machine. No confusion here
— no pantheism — we don’t worship the
cat — we marvel and worship the Cre-
ator of cats and people and galaxies and
sunsets.

But you must admit He did a hecku-
va job on that cat. (But more about that
later.)

We admire His unimaginable mech-
anism that he designed for the human
plumbing system. Orthodox Jews say a
prayer every time they use the system.
Talk about miracles — so many conduits

INSIGHTS FROM ISRAEL

Our Roots are Embedded in Ukraine

By Howard Weisband

In a powerful interview in Tablet
Magazine, Natan Sharansky opened
with the following:

“I have to say that it is very difficult
for Jews to believe, but the Jewish ques-
tion has nothing to do with this conflict.
The fact that Zelensky is a devoted Jew
is an absolutely outstanding fact of
Ukrainian history, as well as the fact that
even Putin, with all the awful things he
is doing, is unique in Russian history for
his positive attitude toward Jews and Is-
rael. There are no anti-Jewish pogroms
at this stage, neither in Ukraine nor in
Russia, and it’s not the case that Jews
are at the center of this.”

He continued: “When I was growing
up in Donetsk, (Ukraine) “Jew” was the
worst thing you could have in your pa-
pers. It was like being born with a dis-
ease, and many parents dreamed of how
to bribe officers to write in anything else
for their children. Today, when refugees
move to the border, the best thing they
can have in their ID is the word “Jew,”
because the only country that sends of-
ficial representatives there to get people
and give them citizenship is Israel.”

I encourage you to read the entire
Q&A with Natan, who I am proud to
call a friend and colleague.

(March 8, 2022; https://www.tablet-
mag.com/sections/news/articles/five-
questions-for-natan-sharansky)

He provides a glimpse into his own
life; the Jewish situation and anti-Sem-
itism in the USSR, today Russia and
Ukraine; a perspective on Zionism; and
a brilliant analysis of the current tragic
situation, as one who knows both Putin
and Zelensky, and what motivates each
of them respectively.

As I read Natan’s replies, I became
quite pensive, thinking back to the roots
of my own family, similar but very dif-
ferent. Both my maternal and paternal
grandparents emigrated to America
from Ukraine, from Kiev/Kyiv itself
and from a nearby shtetl; my father,
7”1, was born in Ukraine. They all were
fortunate to arrive in the U.S. soon after

WW I and in the early 1920s.

The conditions that they left behind
were so harsh and violent that I was
seldom able to successfully have them
describe the life that they left behind. It
was a different era.

Putin today ironically lives in a differ-
ent era as well, albeit his attitude toward
the Jewish people and Israel is positive as
Natan indicated above. A former KGB of-
ficer, it now appears that Putin never left
the 20th Century, as he desires to recreate
the old USSR/Soviet Union. Humanity
seems to have little meaning to him in a
2022 context, and certainly he does not
accept the concept of Democracy.

As I have read almost everything I
can, and listened to numerous webinars,
on Putin’s invasion and the history of
Ukraine, I’ve learned that many within
the Jewish people are somewhat con-
flicted given the history of vicious an-
ti-Semitism within Ukraine. They are
right; that cannot be erased.

Ukraine has a terrible, barbaric, an-
ti-Semitic history. Both 500 and 600
years ago and during the Holocaust
merely 80 years ago. We cannot, must
not forget that history.

However, I believe that this is a dif-
ferent Ukraine in 2022. A democratical-
ly elected President, Zelensky is Jewish
no less. He received 73% of the vote.
And his popularity has risen dramati-
cally in the Ukraine and internationally
during this Russian invasion as he has
stood with his people providing them a
necessary and welcomed leadership.

The people of Ukraine and President
Zelensky deserve our unwavering sup-
port.

Howard Weisband served as Assistant
Executive Director (1975-77) and Ex-
ecutive Director (1977-84) of the Mem-
phis Jewish Federation. Following Ali-
yah with his family in 1986, he served as
Secretary General of the Jewish Agency
for Israel through 1997, and then in
other senior professional positions in
Israel. Now retired, he and Kayla live in
Jerusalem. He can be reached at hweis-
band@ gmail.com HW

and passageways and pipes and tubes
in the human body. As delicate as your
bubbe’s lace tablecloth and yet it works.
Observant Jews praise His genius every
time they use the system that after all,
He only loaned to them for hopefully
seven to nine decades. Asher Yotsar,
they call the prayer. Again, we are awed
by creation, but we always bow to the
artist, not the painting.

But to get back to my cat, she’s an
exhibition of hard-wired survival tech-
niques. Unlike the strong human moth-
er, she has a litter of four or five — the
mama salmon lays 100,000 eggs, there-
by assuring that under the worst condi-
tions the species is perpetuated. Second-
ly, the cat can scamper up the Pine tree
whenever she’s inclined. A great talent if
you like squirrels for supper. And the cat
is like your cell phone in that she must
recharge her batteries with frequent
naps. She seems to understand that you
must cleanse your hide. Like Cleopatra,
she’s constantly grooming her skin. She
knows 101 tricks about hunting.

But here’s the mystical part. Most
cats never read that classic called “Cat
Raising for Dummies.” Yet habits, nec-
essary to life, somehow pass from the
mother cat to that ball of fur called the
kitten. Now that’s a miracle! We use the
word instinctive, but we don’t know its
meaning. Autopsy a cat and you won’t

TED HAS A NEW
REVISED BOOK

50% new stories

The Scribbler
On The Roof
By Ted Roberts

The best of Ted’s
work—a collection
of stories designed
to make you laugh

and cry

$10.95
AVAILABLE AT LULU.COM

find “instinct” any more than you find
soul in the human cadaver. There’s as
much of Hashem in the cat as in the Hu-
mash, which is not to be disrespectful.
He made it with His usual powers. The
same natural powers He used to part the
Red Sea.

Why would He who created and sanc-
tified the rule of nature break his own
protocol? He hates to interfere, you
know.

The syndicated humor of Ted, the Scrib-
bler on the roof, has appeared in newspa-
pers around the U.S., on National Public
Radio, and numerous websites. HW

MJCC Brings Jewish
Magician Joshua Jay to
Memphis on March 31

Joshua Jay

Professional magician and bestselling
author Joshua Jay will be doing a spe-
cial performance and book talk at the
Memphis Jewish Community Center on
Thursday, March 31 at 7:30 p.m. During
this magic-filled evening, Mr. Jay will
reveal the artistry, inside history and
fascinating traditions in the world of
professional magic.

“Magic has many Jewish themes and
roots,” said Lauren Taube, director for
the Center of Jewish Living and Learn-
ing at the MJCC. “We are thrilled to
feature such a talented and engaging
performer in Memphis, who will share

his own Jewish journey and bring the
community together for an evening of
magical fun.”

Joshua Jay is a critically acclaimed
magician who has stumped Penn & Tell-
er and developed illusions for HBO’s
Game of Thrones. He provides a rare
glimpse into a truly secret world in his
new book How Magicians Think: Mis-
direction, Deception, and Why Magic
Matters. Mr. Jay has worked with and
learned from some of the greats, includ-
ing David Copperfield, David Blaine
and Teller, all of whom have allowed
him behind the scenes to observe their
highly confidential creative processes.

Mr. Jay will perform a full magic
show at the MJCC, followed by a con-
versation and Q&A about his book. Ex-
ploring the unknown facets of this fasci-
nating profession in a series of 52 short,
lively essays (referencing the number of
cards in a deck), How Magicians Think
describes the making of illusions, the
psychology behind them, and the char-
acters who create them.

This in-person evening will begin
with drinks and desserts at 7 p.m., fol-
lowed by Mr. Jay’s performance at 7:30
p.m. in the MJCC Shainberg Art Gal-
lery. It is in partnership with the Jewish
Book Council, and the book is available
for purchase at the MJCC or novel.
bookstore in Memphis.

To learn more and register for this
magical evening with Joshua Jay, visit
www.jccmemphis.org/judaicstudies. HW

MOVING?

Please let us know
before you go! It’s easy...
info@hebewwatchman.com

901.763.2215

PO Box 770846, Memphis, TN 38177-0846
Thanks for your cooperation.
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A Weekend of Community and Tikkun
Olam with 10th and 11th Graders from

Temple Israel and Miami’s Temple Beth Am

As part of the Large Congregations
Network of Reform Synagogues, high
school students and staff from Temple
Beth Am of Miami flew to Mempbhis for
a “Judaism and Social Justice” weekend
led by Rabbi Micah Greenstein.

“When our sister congregation and
my colleague and friend, Rabbi Rachel
Greengrass, asked about a weekend of
Jewish learning, praying, and Tikkun
Olam work in Memphis, I was happy for
us to deliver,” said Rabbi Greenstein.

The trip, enjoyed by sophomore and
junior high school students from both
congregations, included an invigorat-
ing Shabbat evening service with music

Y

from Temple Israel’s Carly Abramson,
Sophie Chertow, and David Bearman, a
delicious dinner in the Courtyard Gal-
lery at Temple Israel, and spiritual pro-
grams over the weekend of March 4,
2022.

The occasion marked a welcomed re-
turn to in-person programs and commu-
nal expression of Jewish life!

“The best part,” said Rabbi Green-
stein, “was the sense of normalcy among
our high school students and their inter-
facing in large numbers. I can’t wait for
Temple Israel’s high school trips to re-
sume this fall as we visit our sister con-
gregations in New York City!” HW

MJICC Will Host Women's
Challah Bake on March 23

The Memphis Jewish Community
Center will host a community-wide
women’s challah bake on Wednesday,
March 23.

“The Women’s Community Chavurah
Challah Bake will bring together women
of all ages and all walks of life to spend
one evening learning and making chal-
lah,” said Jessica Weiss, challah bake
committee chair. “I have been wanting
to put together a challah bake for the en-
tire Memphis Jewish community since I
moved here. Sharing a tradition like this
is a beautiful thing.”

During this free event, participants
will receive step-by step instructions for
creating two beautiful challah loaves.
Challah experts and novices will be able
to share their knowledge and learn how
to braid and recreate the recipe at home.

“The ties that bind women are
unique,” said Lauren Taube, director for
the Center for Jewish Living and Learn-
ing at the MJCC. “Every woman has
her own story, but there is a shared his-
tory and connection that has been kept
alive throughout the generations. We
believe that there are incredible bene-
fits to building community and creating
connections among Jewish women of
all backgrounds, affiliations and gener-
ations in Memphis.”

During the event, several women will
share their experiences with making chal-
lah and connecting to Judaism in their
own unique way. The Women’s Commu-
nity Chavurah is a project of the MJICC
Center for Jewish Living and Learning.
Each month, women will gather to inspire
and learn from one another in an ongoing
and deep way. The next program will be
creating Passover centerpieces with Holl-
iday Flowers on Wednesday, April 13.

For information and to register for the
Women’s Community Challah Bake at
the MJCC, visit www.jccmemphis.org/
judaicstudies. HW

Join Our Team

WE'RE HIRING AT THE N

The Memphis Jewish Community Center’s Early

Childhood Center is looking for qualified candidates
with a passion for teaching to Fill various positions.

Lead Toddler Teacher
Full-time

Assistant Infant/Toddler Teacher
Full-time / Part-time

Benefits:
e Competitive pay
* MJCC membership
» Program discounts for the Early Childhood Center,
Summer Camp, classes, & more
* Health insurance / 401K / PTO

Qualifications:

« Minimum of CDA / Associate degree

« Strong communication skills

« CPR and First Aid Certification or willingness to
acquire

To Apply:
Please send your resume to lchase@jccmemphis.org

Memphis Jewish Community Center

early
childhood 6560 Poplar Avenue, Memphis, TN 38138
center jccmemphis.org « (901) 259-9207

Considering purchasing a new home
or refinancing your current one?

Now is a great time to take advantage of the current rate environment.
You could potentially eliminate years off of your mortgage
and maintain a consistent monthly payment.

CONVENTIONAL FINANCING | JUMBO | FHA/VA | PORTFOLIO

With more than 20 years of experience in mortgage lending, Scott Sorin is
the perfect candidate to assist you with any home financing need. Whether
you're considering refinancing, a new home purchase, jumbo loans or
portfolio lending, Scott is eager to guide you through all of your options.

IBERIABANK | B FIRSTHORIZON.

Scott Sorin
(901) 378-2244 | NMLS#40975
7465 Poplar Avenue | Germantown
scott.sorin@iberiabank.com
www.iberiabank.com/mortgage

©IBERIABANK, a division of First Horizon Bank. NMLS#472329

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER
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THE GREAT BIG

Sandwich Marke

Sign up for a shift to make sandwiches at Baron Hirsch
on either March 20 or March 22.
(Limit 25 people per shift.)

or

Register to pick up supplies at Baron Hirsch,
make sandwiches at your own home,
and return the finished sandwiches by March 23.

Visit www.baronhirsch.org/pbj
to sign-up or donate!

ANSHEI SPHARD-BETH EL EMETH~BARON-HIRSCH ~BETH SHOLOM ~ BORNBLUM JEWISH COMMUNITY SCHOOL ~
CHABAD LUBAVITCH ~ HILLELS OF MEMPHIS ~ JEWISH COMMUNITY PARTNERS ~ MARGOLIN HEBREW ACADEMY ~
MEMPHIS JCC ~ MEMPHIS JEWISH HOME & REHAB ~ OR CHADASH ~ PLOUGH TOWERS ~ TEMPLE ISRAEL ~
WENDY AND AVRON B. FOGELMAN JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES AT THE MJCC ~ YOUNG ISRAEL

S P ™\ R K

—— PRINTING—
lgnite Your Brand

Add another dimension to all of your
business and personal projects!

901.249.1525
SparkPrinting.com

Locally Owned & Operated | Free Estimates




