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Memphis Jewish Federation Annual Community Campaign in 
Full Swing

DON’T MISS AN ISSUE
SUBSCRIPTION FORM ON PAGE 9.

“Pickleball Palooza” Supports Wendy and Avron B. 
Fogelman Jewish Family Service at the MJCC

The Memphis Jewish Community 
Center held its 2nd Annual “Pickleball 
Palooza” series to benefi t the Wendy and 
Avron B. Fogelman Jewish Family Ser-
vice. The event was an overwhelming 
success, raising over $50,000 benefi ting 
the Fogelman Jewish Family Service!

Breaking in the new pickleball courts, 
the series included Pickleball cardio 
classes, beginners and advanced clin-
ics led by Pickleball pro Mike Balcom 
from Naples, Florida, along with as-
sorted tournaments. Although everyone 
who participated was a winner, the tour-
nament champions included two-time 
winners Margo Gruen and Karen Karm-
el in Women’s Doubles, Charles Jalenak 

and Barry Pelts in Men’s Doubles, and 
Paige Carruth and Ben Pop in Mixed 
Doubles.

A highlight of the weekend was the 
“Dinks & Drinks” social event on Sat-
urday night, which was attended by 
over 100 people in the Judy and Larry 
Moss Pavilion. While listening to de-
lightful live music performed by local 
band Memphis Soul Remedy, attendees 
were able to eat, drink, socialize, and 
bid on wonderful items in a silent auc-
tion, which included a signed Ja Morant 
Grizzlies jersey.

In addition to the over 30 sponsors 
and many in-kind donations of silent 
auction items and raffl e prizes from lo-

cal businesses, special thanks are due to 
Robin and Billy Orgel who once again 
facilitated and coordinated bringing in 
the pickleball professional and to Baptist 
for their support as presenting sponsor.

“After the response last year, we 
knew this was something that had po-
tential to grow,” said MJCC Assistant 
Director Rosalyn Knox. “It was inspir-
ing to see our community come togeth-
er to support Fogelman Jewish Family 
Service, under the direction once again 
of co-chairs, Karen Franklin and Betsy 
Libby.” Karen and Betsy gave similar 
praise to Rosalyn Knox, the MJCC staff, 
and their wonderful committee of vol-

unteers: Wendy Lindy, Karen Karmel, 
Lisa Frisch, Jody Shutzberg, Risa Baer, 
Lisa Levi and Allison Parker.

The Wendy and Avron B. Fogelman 
Jewish Family Service provides ser-
vices and support to the most vulnerable 
individuals and families in the Memphis 
community through a variety of social 
service programs including: special 
needs support, senior case management, 
transportation, counseling, meal deliv-
ery, and emergency fi nancial assistance. 
If you or a loved one is in need of help, 
please call Wendy and Avron B. Fogel-
man Jewish Family Service at 901-767-
8511. HW

Sunday, November 13 and Monday, 
November 14, lay leaders and profes-
sionals representing every Jewish orga-
nization in town joined Memphis Jewish 
Federation in the Belz Social Hall of the 
MJCC and the offi ces of Jewish Commu-
nity Partners, which manages Federation, 
for the annual fundraising phone-a-thon 
Leadership Sunday. These volunteers 
closed over 300 gifts from generous 
Annual Community Campaign donors, 
bringing in almost $190,000 to meet 
Jewish needs in Memphis, in Israel, and 

around the world. Federation’s Campaign 
Co-Chair Steve Libby helped set the tone 
for the impactful two-day effort, reaching 
out to dozens of Jewish Memphians. This 
year, there was also a tremendous turnout 

from young adults, who tapped their wide 
network of peers to make gifts, many for 
the fi rst time. In all, 55 gifts were made to 
the 2023 Annual Community Campaign by 
donors who did not donate last year. HW

Wedding Bands for Him

           474 Perkins Extended                                                                 mednikow.com

Our collection of beautiful wedding bands includes famous designer rings 
as well as our own exclusive designs  ■  From classic to embellished 
with diamonds, shown in white, rose, or yellow gold, and in platinum

Steve Libby
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Mazel Tov

BBYO Fall Convention

During the weekend of October 21-
23, 2022, over 75 teens from around 
Delta Region gathered for a weekend 
of fun with their Jewish friends at Fall 
Convention. Themed “Fall in Love with 
Tradition,” Fall Convention was held 
outside of Nashville at Camp Hillmont.

Our regional board thought it would 
be a great idea to reintroduce BBYO 
traditions since many teens had joined 
BBYO during the pandemic. We wanted 
our Delta teens to feel the BBYO magic!

The weekend was full of traditions 
like AZA BBG and siblings hood sep-
arates, cheers (cheer offs even!), formal 
business meetings with legislation, in-
ducting our new 9th graders into Delta 

Region and much more!
Delta Region voted on a new mascot, 

the bears, and a new Delta cheer!
The BBG’s favorite part is always 

spooey during programs!
The AZAs loved having a fl ag foot-

ball game and other sports with friends.
Carly Abrahams, youth director from 

Temple Israel in Memphis, joined in the 
event and helped the teens plan Shab-
bat! We had a great group of teens sing-
ing during Shabbat services and gather-
ing for Havdalah.

It was so great to be back in person 
and building lifelong friendships! The 
teens can’t wait for Spring Convention 
in April in Memphis! HW

Ashley Jordana Gabelman and Dovid 
Avraham Thomas were married on Sun-
day, July 10, 2022, at Temple Emanu-El 
Synagogue in Closter, N.J.

The proud parents are Debbie and 
Mark Gabelman of Closter, N.J. and 
Pam and Stuart Thomas of Livingston, 
N.J., formerly of Memphis, Tenn.

Their grandparents are Thelma, z”l, 

and David Gabelman, z”l, of Bronx, 
N.Y., Anna, z”l, and Stanley Lonn, z”l, 
of Montreal, Canada, J. Joseph Blotner 
and Selma Blotner, z”l, of New Orleans, 
La., Jennie Lee, z”l, and Donald, z”l, 
Thomas, Memphis, Tenn.

Ashley wore a custom beaded soft 
Chantilly lace gown with fl oral appli-
ques and scalloped eyelash lace de-
signed by Ines DiSanto from the Bridal 
Couture Collection. The gown featured 
an illusion tulle full length veil along 
with a stunning cathedral length train.

Pre-wedding celebrations included 
a bridal shower given by the parents 
of the bride at their family synagogue, 
Temple Emanu-El, in Closter, N.J.

The Aufruf weekend held at the Mar-
riot Park Ridge in Park Ridge, N.J. was 
hosted by the groom’s parents. An inti-
mate family Shabbat dinner was hosted 
by Dovid’s grandfather, J. Joseph Blot-
ner and his wife, Lee, along with the 
groom’s uncle and aunt, Rebecca and 
Adrian Blotner. Shabbat lunch was giv-
en by Dovid’s paternal aunts and uncles, 
Eileen Exelbierd, Amy and Mike Ep-
stein, and Wendy and Morris Thomas.

The wedding celebration began with 
a ketubah signing, tisch and bedeken, 

followed by a beautiful ceremony offi -
ciated by Rabbi Shai Finkelstein, former 
head Rabbi of Baron Hirsch Congre-
gation, Cantor Ricky Kampf of Baron 
Hirsch Congregation and Cantor Israel 
Singer of Temple Emanu-El.

The couple celebrated and danced the 
night away with their friends and fami-
ly at the reception held in the beautiful 
venue within Temple Emanu-El. One of 
the highlights of the evening was their 
fi rst dance to “Colder Weather” by the 
Zac Brown Band.

Ashley graduated from the University 
of Delaware with a degree in elementary 
education with a concentration in spe-
cial education and received her master’s 
in literacy education from Hunter Col-
lege in NYC. She currently teaches at 
The Lehrman School in Miami Beach, 
Fla. Dovid graduated from The Univer-
sity of Maryland and is currently man-
aging a number of private ventures.

The couple spent their honeymoon in 
France and Greece and presently live in 
Miami Beach, Fla. HW

Dovid and Ashley Thomas

Have
a

Simcha?
share with

The Hebrew Watchman
readers 

901.763.2215

info@hebrewwatchman.com
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Marlee Matlin Wows at Let’s Talk… More! Kickoff at MJCC

Life Member, Multi-Million Dollar Club
Memphis Area Association of Realtors

Office 901.682.1868 • Cell 901.483.0546
shelrose@memphisrelocate.com

Sheldon Rosengarten,
Broker

REALTOR Emeritus*
*Awarded by the National Association of Realtors

for 40 Years of Service.

When you want the job DONE, call Shel-DONE!

Crazy Contracts Week!

Between an election where we figured we wouldn’t hear results 
until Thanksgiving, interest rates decreasing and temperatures 

going from balmy to in the 30’s, the market is chugging right 
along. So, if you’re thinking of selling your home, remember 

what people often say…

Three Contracts Pending!

Marlee Matlin with Judy Bookman
On Sunday afternoon, November 13, 

Marlee Matlin was the featured speak-
er at the MJCC’s “Let’s Talk… More!” 
opening event and reopening of the 
newly renovated theater at the Orgel 
Family Performing Arts Center. The se-
ries is aimed at getting people back to 
a place of respectful dialogue without 
judgement. Matlin shared her story with 
us from childhood through her career in 
Hollywood to show us what can happen 
when you don’t pre-judge and put peo-
ple in boxes. When you give people the 
chance to show who they are and what 
they are about, the results will be much 
more positive. Jeremy Weiser, MJCC 
Chief Operating Officer, in his opening 
remarks highlighted that while we are in 
a time of divisiveness, we need to get 
back to the basics of communication. 
That we need to be better about listen-
ing to and understanding the person on 
the other side of the conversation with-
out judging. Matlin’s story highlighted 
this and went a step farther to say that 

you also must never be quiet. She didn’t 
accept people’s prejudgment of her and 
in doing so broke down barriers leading 
to her success throughout her career and 
her accomplishments as an activist. One 
teen in our community asked a question 
during the Q&A that Matlin paused be-
fore answering to give the best answer 
she could. The question: What is the 
best advice you were ever given? Part 
of that answer, look people in the eyes 
when you talk and listen to them. The 
question asked by that teen and the an-
swer given by Matlin reminded people 
of how the smallest things can make 
such a big difference in our interactions 
with others.

Bruce Feldbaum was present and 
on behalf of the Bornblum Foundation 
stated he “was very impressed with the 
program and the presentation by Marlee 
Matlin. Bert and David Bornblum, the 
original benefactors of the Foundation 
were sensitive and always reaching out 
to be inclusive and welcomed diversity 
in both their business and charitable en-
deavors, so it was fitting that the Foun-
dation would be a sponsor of a program 
dealing with these subjects, as well as 
Marlee’s support of Jewish traditions 
and Israel, other important issues for the 
Bornblums.”

Another attendee said “She was tru-
ly amazing. More importantly, what a 
great message! Excited for the follow up 
programs! I know there were some die-
hards from both sides of the spectrum, 
and for that one hour, there was no us 
vs them.”

This is the goal of the “Let’s Talk… 
More!” series: breaking down barriers 
and finding common ground, language, 

and experiences for us to come together 
around. Just because we disagree on some 
items, doesn’t mean we can’t respectfully 
debate those things or focus on the things 
we can agree on, but we must take the 
time to invest in each other, understand 
each other, and be willing to listen.

Following the Q&A, MJCC Board 
Vice Chair of Programs Judy Bookman 
gave closing remarks reiterating the 
theme of the night saying, “Probably, 
the most important and most difficult 
of these [communication] skills is be-
ing able to listen and to avoid our in-
clination to be judgmental.” Bookman 
then encouraged everyone to attend the 
follow up events to continue this move 
towards more productive and respect-
ful conversations. The follow up events 
are geared at getting to know each oth-
er first. These events will have open-
ing and closing remarks but will spend 
most of the time with attendees in small 
group discussions.

 
Thursday, December 1 at 7 p.m. 
Topic: What does being Jewish mean 
to me, how has it shaped who I am, 
and how does it play out in my daily 
life? 
Opening remarks: 
Rabbi Abe Schacter-Gampel (Direc-
tor for the Center for Jewish Life and 
Learning at the MJCC) 
Closing remarks: 
Rabbi Jeff Dreifus (Temple Israel)  
Sunday, December 11 at 4 p.m. 
Topic: How does my Jewish identity 
influence me as an American? 
Opening remarks: Rabbi Sarit Horwitz 
(Beth Sholom) 
Closing remarks: Judy Bookman 
(MJCC Vice Chair of Programs)  
Sunday, January 8 at 4 p.m. 
Topic: How do I relate to Israel as 
someone living in Memphis? 
Opening remarks: Rabbi Shmuel Fro-
mowitz (Memphis Kollel) 
Closing remarks: Rabbi Abe 
Schacter-Gampel

You can register for these events at 
www.jccmemphis.org/letstalkmore or 
by calling the Member Services Desk at 
901-761-0810. HW

Marlee Matlin (center) with Hillary and Jacob Samuels

(JNS) – The Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation has launched an investigation 
into the killing of Palestinian-American 
Al Jazeera journalist Shireen Abu Ak-
leh in May, Israeli media reported last 
Monday.

In September, the IDF concluded its 
own investigation into the death of Abu 
Akleh, who was killed during a firefight 
between Israeli forces and Palestinian 
gunmen in Jenin. The IDF stated at the 
time that “it appears that it is not pos-
sible to unequivocally determine the 
source of the gunfire, which hit Ms. Abu 
Akleh. However, there is a high possi-
bility that Ms. Abu Akleh was acciden-
tally hit by IDF gunfire that was fired 
toward suspects identified as armed Pal-
estinian gunmen, during an exchange of 
fire in which life-risking, widespread 
and indiscriminate [fire was directed] 
toward IDF soldiers.”

The IDF had added that the possibili-
ty of Abu Akleh being hit by Palestinian 
fire “remains relevant.”

Last Monday, Israeli Defense Minis-
ter Benny Gantz said Israel would not 
cooperate with the FBI’s probe or any 
external investigation into the killing of 
Abu Akleh.

“The U.S. Justice Ministry’s decision 
to investigate the unfortunate death of 
Shireen Abu Akleh is a serious mis-
take,” Gantz said in a statement. HW

FBI to investigate 
death of Shireen 
Abu Akleh as Israel 
calls probe ‘serious 
mistake’
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Acoustic Sunday Live! 4th 
Annual Benefit for Protect Our 
Aquifer, Set for Dec. 4

SERVICES AVAILABLE 
• Driver—Courteous and reliable person to take 
you anywhere you need to go in Memphis and sur-
rounding areas: Dr’s appointments, Shopping, Er-
rands, Airport.  Available weekdays and weekends.

• House Sitting and Dog Sitting—
Responsible adult available to stay with your dogs 
while you are away.  I love dogs!

Contact Rick Danzig: 901-337-6009

Located at 2481 Broad Avenue - Memphis
901.767.0026 - Locally owned by Paul West

Beautifully Crafted Cemetery Monuments
SERVING THE JEWISH COMMUNITY
OF MEMPHIS FOR OVER 20 YEARS

Visit us at WESTMEMORIALS.COM

COLUMBUS MARBLE WORKS
Designers and Builders

HIGHEST QUALITY MONUMENTS AND MARKERS
Associated and Identified with

JEWISH MEMORIALS
For Over 85 years 

in Memphis and the Mid-South area

For more information, call
Phone 1-800-647-1055

Enduring
Memorials

The Scribbler 
On the Roof

By Ted Roberts
The best of 
Ted’s work — 
a collection 
of stories 
designed to 
make you 
laugh and cry.

$10.95
AVAILABLE AT LULU.COM

Beautiful East Memphis Homes
for rent.

Very close to
Baron Hirsch/Young Israel

Synagogues.
Call 901.428.2904 for details.

Tom Paxton, Crys Mathews, Susan Werner, the Accidentals and Terry 
“Harmonica” Bean to perform 

Two of Memphis’ greatest natural re-
sources – water and music – come to-
gether yet again this holiday season as 
Acoustic Sunday Live! presents The 4th 
Annual Memphis Concert to Protect Our 
Aquifer at 7 p.m. on Sunday, December 
4, at First Congregational Church, 1000 
Cooper St.

Acoustic Sunday Live! has been cu-
rated and produced by Bruce and Bar-
bara Newman for three decades now 
and always for a cause, and will fea-
ture GRAMMY Life Time Achieve-
ment Award winner Tom Paxton, Crys 
Mathews, Susan Werner, the Acciden-
tals and Terry “Harmonica” Bean.

The concert will feature two sets with 
each artist performing two songs per set, 
and then will end with a big finale sing 
along.

“I love this time of year as we are able 
to bring world class music together with 
an amazing cause like Protect Our Aqui-
fer,” Newman says. “Bring a friend and 

show them what this show is all about.”
Formed out of necessity in 2017, 

Ward Archer founded Protect Our Aqui-
fer thinking it would be a short-lived 
legal fight. It soon became apparent 
there is no entity working to protect 
the source of drinking water for Shel-
by County, Tennessee, and much of the 
Mid-South. Protect Our Aquifer is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit with a force of citi-
zen advocates challenging threats to the 
Aquifer. In five years, Protect Our Aqui-
fer has become a leading voice in the 
science-based protection of the Aquifer 
and the people that depend on it.

“We are excited to be the beneficiary 
again this year,” said Archer.

“This concert has become our largest 
fundraiser and will help cover the cost 
of some new and exciting initiatives.”

Acoustic Live Sunday! Tickets start at 
$50 and are tax deductible. They can be 
purchased at acousticsundaylive.com or 
by calling 901-237-2972. HW

Jewish Historical Society 
Presents Local Perspectives 
About Ukraine

Presented by the Jewish Historical 
Society of Memphis and the Mid-South 
as part of the Sumner Levine Speaker 
Series

On Sunday, December 11, 2022, at 
2 p.m. (CST) Greg Siskind, a local im-
migration attorney, will moderate and 
participate in a panel with Dr. Lana 
Yanishevski and University of Memphis 
Professors Daniel Unowsky and Andrei 
Znamenski on Local Perspectives About 
Ukraine. There will be an additional 
panelist who recently came to Memphis 
from Ukraine who will talk about her 
experiences during the war.

This program will be held in the Orgel 
Family Performing Arts Center at the 
Memphis Jewish Community Center, 
and it will be free and open to the pub-
lic. This event will be in-person only; 
the post-event recording will be avail-
able on jhsmem.org.

Greg Siskind will talk about the Unit-
ing for Ukraine refugee program in which 
he is involved. His firm has filed cases 
for a number of people including several 
dozen families who have come to Mem-
phis from Ukraine under that program.

Greg said, “A lot of people think the 
Ukraine conflict is on the other side of 
the world and not something that affects 
us in Memphis. But it does in many 
ways. For example, sanctions against 
Russia and the blockade of wheat from 
Ukraine (one of the world’s largest ex-
porters) are big contributors to inflation 
at the gas pump and the supermarket. 
And Ukrainians who have fled the war 
are in our community. We’ll be talking 
about how these new refugees navigat-

ed the legal system to get here and what 
life in Memphis has been like for them.”

Dr. Lana will talk about her and 
her husband, Yuri’s, amazing work in 
translating the medical documents of 
Ukrainian children needing medical 
assistance at St. Jude as well as their 
immense volunteering effort to help 
Ukrainian families acclimate to life in 
Memphis. She and Yuri serve as the 
liaison between the families and the 
Ukrainian community.

Professor Daniel will help us under-
stand the fallacious ethnic/national and 
historical claims made by Putin and oth-
er actors concerning Ukraine and Ukrai-
nians used to justify the war.

Professor Andrei will discuss: “Going 
Horizontal vs. Vertical Power: Sourc-
es of the Ukrainian Success.” He will 
briefly outline why, in addition to the 
natural drive to defend their homeland, 
Ukrainians are able to fend off and even 
defeat Putin troops – it is their horizon-
tal network organization (the army and 
their volunteers in contrast to the Rus-
sian heavily centralized Soviet-type or-
ganization).

David Ross, president of the Jew-
ish Historical Society of Memphis and 
the Mid-South, said, “There is a lot to 
grieve over with the war in Ukraine. 
Obviously, the loss of innocent life is 
paramount. But there’s also the loss of 
history in the crossfire, and Jewish his-
tory specifically. From the homes of 
Shalom Aleichem and the Ba’al Shem 
Tov to Babyn Yar and the memorials to 
other atrocities against the Jews during 
the Holocaust.” HW
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Considering purchasing a 
new home or refinancing 
your current one?
With more than 20 years of experience in mortgage lending, Scott Sorin is 
the perfect candidate to assist you with any home financing need. Whether 
you’re considering refinancing, a new home purchase, jumbo loans or portfolio 
lending, Scott is eager to guide you through all of your options.

©2022 First Horizon Bank, NMLS# 472329. All loans subject to approval, including 
credit approval. Some restrictions may apply. Other programs are available. 
Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender.

Scott Sorin
Mortgage Loan Officer
NMLS #40975 
901-759-4805 | 901-378-2244 Mobile
Efax: 901-453-3279 
4990 Poplar Ave. | Memphis, TN 38117 

•  Conventional financing
•  Jumbo

•  FHA/VA
•  Portfolio

Watch Them Thrive with In-Home Care
The specially trained caregivers at Comfort Keepers pro-
vide meaningful, in-home care so seniors can live inde-
pendently. From providing companionship to caring for 
those with dementia, we’re here to help your loved one 
thrive and give you peace of mind.

In-Home
Care Services

• Personal care

• Companionship and 
   housekeeping

• Dementia and 
   Alzheimer’s care

• Respite care

• Safety solutions

901-207-8209
Home + Life + Care | ComfortKeepers.com

Comfort Keepers of the Mid-South, 5668 S Rex Rd #200, Memphis, Tennessee 38119

© 2022 CK Franchising, Inc. An international network where most offices are independently owned and operated.

1BR | 2BR | Penthouses
Utilities Included
See our floorplans
@ embassyaptsmemphis.com

505 South Perkins Rd. 
In the Heart of East Memphis

THE EMBASSY APARTMENTS
A  D A T T E L  R E A L T Y  P R O P E R T Y 

“Luxury and Location”

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
901-685-8020

The Baron Hirsch Kol Rena So-Shuls 
Luncheons are back!

Baron Hirsch Rabbi Ian Lichter 
speaks to So-Shuls luncheon 
participants on November 2, 2022.

The So-Shuls Luncheon and Pre-Cha-
nukah Celebration will be held at noon 
on Wednesday, December 7, 2022, at 
Baron Hirsch. Music  provided by Cre-
ative Againg will feature the Beverly 
Brothers. The luncheons are open to 
anyone 64 years old or older. The $3 
per-person cost includes lunch, enter-
tainment provided by Creative Aging, 
and an after-lunch bingo game. We look 
forward to seeing you there!

Please RSVP to gwen@baronhirsch.
org or 901-683-7485. HW

Conference 
of Presidents 
condemns 
‘one-sided’ UN 
resolution on Israel

(JNS) – The Conference of Presidents 
of Major American Jewish Organiza-
tions blasted a resolution that the U.N. 
General Assembly Fourth Committee 
passed last Friday, in a 97-17 vote, with 
52 abstentions.

The committee, also known as the 
Special Political and Decolonization 
Committee, is one of six main commit-
tees of the General Assembly.

“The Conference of Presidents con-
demns the Palestinian resolution at the 
United Nations, which grossly distorts 
reality and unfairly demonizes Israel, as 
it seeks to weaponize the International 
Court of Justice,” it said in a statement 
last Sunday.

The resolution asks the International 
Court of Justice to immediately weigh 
in on the Israeli-Palestinian confl ict and 
Israeli “annexation.”

“The resolution fails to address crit-
ical security concerns on the ground 
and its deliberate attempt to exploit the 
role of the Court will further exacerbate 
tensions,” the Conference of Presidents 
said. “This one-sided, unilateral attack 
by the Palestinian delegation begs the 
question as to their true intentions, or 
lack thereof, to meaningfully advance 
the peace process at the international 
body.”

This resolution encourages those who 
want to use violence against innocent Is-
raelis and Palestinians, especially when 
there is an uptick in terrorist activity in 
the region, the Conference of Presidents 
said. HW
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Saturday, December 10 • 7pm
Get tickets at jccmemphis.org/CulturalArtsSeries

MMaarrkkeellll FFaammiillyy CCuullttuurraall AArrttss SSeerriieess

6560 Poplar Avenue, Memphis, TN 38138
jccmemphis.org • (901) 761-0810

Hope
Hospice & Palliative CareHospice & Palliative Care

Preparing for Life’s Final Journey
with Compassion and Care

      National Institute
    for Jewish Hospice

ACCREDITED
         2022

1125 Schilling Blvd. East, Suite 101
Collierville, TN 38017

901-560-3600
www.hospiceofhopetn.com

Hospice of Hope-sn-2022v3.indd   1Hospice of Hope-sn-2022v3.indd   1 9/12/22   6:57 PM9/12/22   6:57 PM

MEDICARE SPECIALIST
STEVE BAER

901 .237.4207   |    stevenfbaer@gmai l .com

■ Check if your current   
 rate is competitive
■ Help with people aging
 in to Medicare
■ Licensed with all of the
 major carriers

Open Enrollment 
Oct 15th-Dec 7th

Steve Baer-Medicare-Open Enrollment.indd   1Steve Baer-Medicare-Open Enrollment.indd   1 10/4/22   5:09 PM10/4/22   5:09 PM

November stands out as the month of 
daily holidays and observances. Plough 
Towers is grateful for the help of the 
community that gives it the daily oppor-
tunity to make the lives of its residents 
happy, healthy and meaningful.

Plough Towers is grateful to the entire 
Board of Directors who volunteer their 
time and efforts in order to enhance the 
quality of life for its residents; from 
sponsoring and participating in activi-
ties to encouraging and welcoming the 
entire community to participate.

Plough Towers is grateful to the stu-
dents from Rhodes College Hillel, 
Goldie Margolin Hebrew Academy and 
River City BBG who have all partici-
pated in activities for the residents this 
month. Thank you to the United Method-
ist Church for sponsoring gleaning from 
several grocery stores and to Temple Is-
rael Sisterhood for sponsoring gleaning 
from the Agricenter for the residents.

Thank you to all the rabbis from every 
congregation who have joined us this 
year to support our monthly Fedovation 
Shabbat services.

Plough Towers is grateful to Memphis 
Jewish Federation, which provides sup-
port and opportunities to Plough Tow-
ers and the entire Jewish community 
through its human services, philanthro-
py, fi nancial grants to refugees, human-
itarian and disaster relief. The Federa-
tion hosts leadership conferences and 
fellowship opportunities for men, wom-
en and children, has charitable drives, 
and helps those in need, especially to 
those in need in the Jewish community 
and around the world. Giving Thanks to 
the Federation on “Super Sunday” and 
during the month of Giving is the oppor-
tunity for the entire community to show 
how grateful it is for the help the Feder-
ation does for us all.

Plough Towers gives thanks for fami-
ly, friends and the entire community for 
their support. HW

Plough Towers: 
Giving Thanks

By Harleen Tague

Resident Ruth Diamond plays 
bingo with Rhodes Hillel member 
Robbie Musicante
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Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member 
SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.
© 2020 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All rights reserved.
CAR-0321-00866 5290982b

  NOT FDIC Insured    NO Bank Guarantee    MAY Lose Value
Investment and Insurance Products:

At Wells Fargo Advisors, we recognize the importance of 
excellent service and trusted investment advice. Contact us 
to learn more about our focus on helping clients achieve their 
financial goals.

We are pleased to announce

Mike Stein
Managing Director - Investments 
for being named as one of the 2022, 
Forbes, Best-in-State

Mike Stein
Managing Director - Investments

6075 Poplar Ave., Ste. 650 
Memphis, TN 38119 
Direct:  901-761-8151 
Toll Free:  866-556-1425 
 michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com 
www.mikesteinmemphis.com

  
The Forbes Best-in-State ranking algorithm is based on industry experience, 
interviews, compliance records, assets under management, revenue and other criteria  
by SHOOK Research, LLC, which does not receive compensation from the advisors or 
their firms in exchange for placement on a ranking.  Investment performance  is not a 
criterion.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

David J Ross, Agent
8317 Cordova Road, Suite 101
Cordova, TN  38016
Bus: 901-795-9067
www.davidjross.net

The Memphis Jewish Community Center is looking for 
an  Information Technology/Property Director. He/she is 
responsible for all aspects of the management of Information 
Technology, including computer network and systems, phone 
systems, and office equipment. He/she is also responsible 
for oversight and management of the facility, property and 
transportation fleet. This position is Full-time; Salaried/Exempt.

Benefits:
• Competitive pay
• MJCC membership
• Program discounts for the Early Childhood Center, Summer 

Camp, classes, & more
• Vacation days, Sick days, Health, Dental, Life Insurance

Qualifications:
• A degree in computer science or management information 

systems is preferred, however, a combination of prior work 
experience and computer related education is acceptable

• Demonstrated ability to manage multiple complex projects 
simultaneously according to agreed upon schedules and 
budgets

• Strong interpersonal communication skills
• Prior experience with facility oversight/management or 

capacity to be trained to accomplish this function

6560 Poplar Avenue, Memphis, TN 38138
jccmemphis.org • (901) 761-0810

Join Our Team
WE’RE HIRING AT THE 

For a more detailed job description, please go to
www.jccmemphis.org/CAREERS

Please send your resume to resumes@jccmemphis.org
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Dividends for Income and Total Returns
Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director - Investments, Wells Fargo Advisors
Questions for Mike? You can reach him at 901.761.8151 or Michael.Stein@WellsFargoAdvisors.com • fa.wellsfargoadvisors.com/michael-stein

John D. Rockefeller, one of the 
wealthiest Americans in history, 
loved receiving stock dividends. “Do 
you know the only thing that gives me 
pleasure?” he once asked. “It’s to see 
my dividends coming in.”1

There may be many things other than 
money that give you pleasure, but you 
can still appreciate the stabilizing role 
that dividends might play in your port-
folio.

Steady and Dependable
Dividends can be a dependable source 

of income for retirees and others who 
want an income stream without selling 
their underlying investments. If you 
do not need your dividends for current 
income, reinvesting these relatively 
small payments can become a powerful 
growth engine (see chart). Because divi-
dends are by definition a positive return, 
they can boost returns in an up market 
and help balance declining stock prices 
in a down market.

Whereas stock prices are often vol-
atile and may be influenced by factors 
that do not reflect a company’s fiscal 
strength (or weakness), dividend pay-
ments tend to be steadier and more 
directly reflect a company’s financial 
position. Larger, well-established com-
panies are more likely to pay dividends, 
but many midsize and smaller compa-
nies do as well. Stock funds usually pay 
dividends based on the dividends of the 
stocks held by the fund. Some funds fo-
cus specifically on dividend stocks.

  Quarterly Payments
Dividends are typically paid quarterly 

but quoted by the annual dollar amount 
paid on each share, so your annual in-
come from an individual stock can be 
estimated by multiplying the dividend 
payment by the number of shares you 

own. Of course, the income will change 
if the dividend increases or decreases, or 
you obtain additional shares.

Dividends are also expressed as yield 
– the annual dividend income per share 
divided by the current market price. By 
this measure, the yield increases as the 
share price decreases, and vice versa, 
assuming the dividend payment remains 
the same. Current dividend yields can 
be helpful in deciding whether to invest 
in a stock or stock fund, and historical 
yields can provide insight into what you 
might expect from dividends over the 
long term.

At the end of July 2022, the average 
yield of dividend-paying stocks in the 
S&P 500 (about 79% of companies) was 
2.04%, but the yield of the S&P High 
Dividend Index, which focuses on 80 

The Power of Reinvestment
Growth in value of a hypothetical $10,000 investment in the S&P 500 index for 

the 20-year period ending in July 2022, comparing price appreciation and total return, 
which includes reinvesting dividends.

Source: Refinitiv, 2022, for the period 7/31/2002 to 7/31/2022. The S&P 500 index is an unmanaged group 
of securities considered representative of U.S. stocks. Expenses, fees, charges, and taxes are not considered 
and would reduce the performance shown if included. The performance of an unmanaged index is not in-
dicative of the performance of any specific investment. Individuals cannot invest directly in an index. Past 
performance is not a guarantee of future results. Rates of return will vary over time, particularly for long-term 
investments. Actual results will vary.

stocks that pay higher dividends, was 
4.05%.2

Some Caveats
The flip side of dividend power is that 

dividend-paying stocks may not have as 
much growth potential as non-dividend 
payers that plow their profits back into 
the company. And there are times when 
dividend stocks may drag down, not 
boost, portfolio performance. Dividend 
stocks can be particularly sensitive to 
interest-rate changes. When rates rise, 
as in the current environment, higher 
yields of lower-risk, fixed-income in-
vestments may be more appealing to 
investors, placing downward pressure 
on dividend stocks. As long as a com-
pany maintains its dividend payments, 
however, lower stock prices could be an 
opportunity to buy shares with higher 

dividend yields.
Investing in dividends is a long-term 

commitment. Dividends are typically 
not guaranteed and could be changed or 
eliminated. The amount of a company’s 
dividend can fluctuate with earnings, 
which are influenced by economic, mar-
ket, and political events. The return and 
principal value of all investments fluc-
tuate with changes in market conditions. 
Shares, when sold, may be worth more 
or less than their original cost. Invest-
ments offering the potential for higher 
rates of return also involve higher risk.

Stock funds are sold by prospectus. 
Please consider the investment objec-
tives, risks, charges, and expenses care-
fully before investing. The prospectus, 
which contains this and other information 
about the investment company, can be 
obtained from your financial profession-
al. Be sure to read the prospectus careful-
ly before deciding whether to invest.

1) BrainyQuote.com, 2022
2) S&P Dow Jones Indices, 2022
This information is not intended as tax, legal, 

investment, or retirement advice or recommenda-
tions, and it may not be relied on for the purpose 
of avoiding any federal tax penalties. You are en-
couraged to seek guidance from an independent 
tax or legal professional. The content is derived 
from sources believed to be accurate. Neither the 
information presented nor any opinion expressed 
constitutes a solicitation for the purchase or sale 
of any security. This material was written and pre-
pared by Broadridge Advisor Solutions. © 2022 
Broadridge Financial Solutions, Inc.
Investment and Insurance Products are:
Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Feder-
al Government Agency
Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of, 
or Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any 
Bank Affiliate
Subject to Investment Risks, Including 
Possible Loss of the Principal Amount 
Invested HW

Help Keep Memphis 
Jewish Journalism Alive

Subscribe Today, Don’t Miss an Issue

THE HEBREW WATCHMAN
In-Town $36 • Out-of-town $50

P.O. Box 770846, Memphis, TN 38177-0846
info@hebrewwatchman.com

Send Paper To: 

Name

Address

City

State     Zip

Phone

Email

If a Gift Subscription, From:

The MJCC Larisa and Ben Baer 
Senior Adult Club Happenings
Lunch is Monday–Friday at 11:30 a.m. All programs start at 12:15 p.m.

Monday, November 28
Yogurt Social
Join us for a field trip to TCBY. The 

yogurt or ice cream was donated anon-
ymously. Sprinkles, waffle cones, nuts 
and other toppings included!

Wednesday, November 30
Healthy Eating
Carol Devine with Right at Home will 

discuss how to eat healthier. As seniors 
we feel like we deserve to eat whatever 
we want. Unfortunately, there are con-
sequences to not eating right. Come 
learn some dos and don’ts about eat-
ing healthy. Mrs. Devine just finished a 
fun talk in November that was well re-
ceived. Come have fun and learn some 
practical advice.

Monday, December 5
The Real Chanukah! with Rabbi 

Joel Finkelstein
As the Festival of Light quickly ap-

proaches, Rabbi Finkelstein will en-
tertain with a different take on this fun 
holiday!

Wednesday, December 7
Unexpected Heroes of Hanukkah
Rabbi Sarit Horwitz will talk about 

some of the Unexpected Heroes of Ha-
nukkah. Hanukkah starts on December 
18.

Rabbi Sarit will give some new in-
sight on this ancient holiday. Her talks 
always are enjoyed by the audience. 
Please come join us and have a great 
lunch too!

Join us Monday through Friday for a delicious Kosher lunch from the kitchens at 
the Memphis Jewish Home & Rehab. The cost is only $2 for seniors. Reservations are 
required the day before by 1 p.m. To make a reservation, please contact Adult Services 
Coordinator Steve Kaplan at 901-259-9220 or stevekaplan@jccmemphis.org or call the 
MJCC front desk at 901-761-0810. HW

Want more news 
throughout the week?

Like us on Facebook
@HebrewWatchman

@JewishScene 
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(JNS) – Nation of Islam leader Louis 
Farrakhan addressed the recent antisem-
itism allegations leveled against NBA 
star Kyrie Irving and the antisemitic 
comments of rapper Kanye West in a 
speech live-streamed on “The Collec-
tive 9” YouTube channel on Nov. 10, 
saying that the Anti-Defamation League 
should investigate the “horror” that 
their parents have inflicted on Blacks in 
America and around the world.

According to the report and video 
posted by MEMRI, Farrakhan also stat-
ed that Jews consider 1,000 black lives 
to be worth less than one Jew’s finger-
nail. In addition, he claimed that Jews 
have never apologized to African Amer-
icans for the transatlantic slave trade or 
for the murder, rape, castration and en-
slavement of Blacks.

Farrakhan said, “I’m saying to the 
ADL: Sir, we know you. And we know 
that we know you. And you know that 
we know you. Don’t talk to Kyrie by 

Farrakhan on Kyrie Irving, Kanye 
West Antisemitism Scandals: Jews 
Never Apologized for Slave Trade, 
Raping, Killing, Castrating Blacks

Paula Jacobson to Lead 
Trezevant Foundation

Paula Jacobson has joined Trezevant 
as the senior living community’s Inter-
im Executive Director of the Trezevant 
Foundation.

A career-long nonprofit leader, Pau-
la previously served the Memphis 
community in various fundraising and 
leadership roles. Most recently she was 
president of the Methodist Healthcare 
Foundation, and prior positions include 
the Jewish Foundation of Memphis and 
Rhodes College. In addition, Paula’s 
civic service includes serving as board 
chair of Memphis Interfaith Association 
(MIFA), board chair of Girls on the Run 
Memphis, president of Temple Israel, 
and as a member of the Trezevant Foun-
dation Board.

“A steward of the community, Pau-
la has selflessly served the Trezevant 
Foundation as a Trustee since July 
2019, learning about our organization 
and what it needs to succeed,” says Kent 
Phillips, CEO of Trezevant. “We are tru-
ly excited to further leverage her exper-
tise to expand the Foundation’s reach so 
that we may continue to provide mean-
ingful support to those we serve.”

Paula is equally as enthusiastic about 
her new role.

Paula Jacobson

“Anyone who visits, lives or works 
at Trezevant knows just what a special 
place this is,” she says. “As a Trustee, 
I fell in love with the mission and feel 
fortunate to be a part of the community, 
helping to make sure that all of our res-
idents receive high-quality care in our 
innovative, supportive environment.”

The Trezevant Foundation provides 
support to residents, staff and area non-
profits. Residents who can no longer 
meet the financial requirements are sup-
ported by foundation donations. Money 
from the foundation’s scholarship fund 
supports employees and staff to further 
their education and also enhances the 
function and activities of the Trezevant 
community. To achieve these goals, the 
foundation depends on continuing fi-
nancial support from residents, families 
and friends of Trezevant.

About Trezevant:
Located in the heart of Memphis at 

177 North Highland, Trezevant is a 
continuing care retirement community 
offering independent living, assisted 
living, memory care, adult day services 
and health and rehabilitation services. 
Trezevant consistently provides world-
class service to current and future resi-
dents while continuing to be an anchor 
in the community. Trezevant is a fair 
housing community and is consistently 
recognized with awards for resident sat-
isfaction, community and industry lead-
ership such as the Holleran Community 
Choice Awards, McKnight’s Excellence 
in Technology Awards, LeadingAge 
Tennessee Excellence in Caring Awards, 
HealthCare Chaplaincy Network’s Ex-
cellence in Spiritual Care Award, The 
Commercial Appeal’s Memphis Most 
and recognition from the National Cen-
ter for Assisted Living. For more infor-
mation on Trezevant, call 901.325.4000 
or visit www.trezevantmanor.org. HW

Leatrice Struminger Bernatsky

OBITUARY

Leatrice Struminger Bernatsky passed 
away peacefully on November 7, 2022, 
at the age of 96. She is survived by 
her husband of 68 years, Robert (Bob) 
Bernatsky, her sons, Bruce Bernatsky, 
Mitch Bernatsky (Sylvia) of Tampa, 
Fla., her daughter, Amy Bernatsky 
Shusterman (Daniel) of Dallas Texas, 
her grandchildren, Brian (Molly), Adam 
(Lara), Rachel (Mike), Sydney, Max, 
and great-grandchildren Blake, Brett, 
Eve, Miles and Layla.

Lea was born in Brooklyn, N.Y., and 
moved to Memphis when she married 
Bob in 1954. She loved spending time 
with her family, especially her grand-
children and great-grandchildren. She 
always had a smile on her face and love 
for everyone. Lea was an amazing wife, 

mother, grandmother, great- grand-
mother, friend, cook and baker, well 
known for her famous rum cakes. She 
enjoyed hosting family gatherings and 
participating in activities such as ten-
nis, water aerobics, dancing and walks 
around the neighborhood. She delivered 
MIFA Meals on Wheels for many years, 
and she and Bob loved travelling the 
world extensively.

Lea was preceded in death by her 
parents, Mae and Abe Struminger, 
her brother, Marvin Struminger, and 
daughter-in-law Mary Bernatsky. Me-
morial contributions may be made to 
Anshei Sphard-Beth El Emeth Syna-
gogue and Memphis Jewish Home & 
Rehab where she was treated so well 
by everyone. HW

Israeli-Led Study Finds Oldest 
Evidence Yet of Cooked Food

(JNS) – Fish remains discovered at 
Israel’s Gesher Benot Yaakov archaeo-
logical site appear to show that humans 
were cooking their food hundreds of 
thousands of years ago.

Until now, the earliest evidence of 
cooking is claimed to date back about 
170,000 years. However, these findings, 
published in Nature Ecology and Evo-
lution, indicate that the practice is much 
older, dating back as far as 780,000 years.

Researchers from the Hebrew Uni-
versity of Jerusalem, Tel Aviv Universi-
ty and Bar-Ilan University collaborated 
with the Steinhardt Museum of Natural 
History, Oranim Academic College, the 
Israel Oceanographic and Limnological 

Research institution, the Natural Histo-
ry Museum in London and the Johannes 
Gutenberg University in Mainz on the 
research that produced this new theory.

Dr. Irit Zohar, a researcher at TAU’s 
Steinhardt Museum of Natural History 
and Dr. Marion Prevost at HU’s Insti-
tute of Archaeology, stated: “This study 
demonstrates the huge importance of 
fish in the life of prehistoric humans, for 
their diet and economic stability. Fur-
ther, by studying the fish remains found 
at Gesher Benot Yaakov we were able 
to reconstruct, for the first time, the fish 
population of the ancient Hula Lake and 
to show that the lake held fish species 
that became extinct over time.” HW

In a speech livestreamed on The Collective 9 YouTube channel on 
November 10, 2022, Nation of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan spoke about 
the accusations of antisemitism that NBA star Kyrie Irving and rapper 
Kanye West have been facing recently.

himself: ‘he can go and look at the hor-
ror of the Holocaust.’ Why don’t you 
come and look at the horror of what 
your parents have done to Black people 
in America and throughout the world. 
Why don’t you come and study and re-
pent of your evil to us.”

He continued, “We have never done 
to you and your people what you and 
your people have done to us. We don’t 
need to go see the Holocaust. We feel 
your pain. Because we are really human 
being. You don’t feel ours, because to 
you, a thousand Blacks ain’t worth the 
fingernail of a Jewish man. I’ve read 
these things.”

Farrakhan then said: “Tell me some-
thing. How many of you would sit down 
and apologize to us for the transatlantic 
slave trade? You come now. Bring your 
wife and your children and tell us you’re 
sorry for killing us, raping us, castrating 
us, enslaving us, and making us chattel. 
Will you come and apologize?” HW

Antisemitic Graffiti Depicting Jews 
Hanging from Gallows Discovered 
in Maryland

(JNS) – Antisemitic graffiti was found 
at the Bethesda Trolley Trail in Mary-
land last Monday, including stick fig-
ures hanging from gallows alongside 
the words “no mercy for Jews,” as well 
as a swastika.

Commenting both on last Monday’s 
graffiti discovery and the recent distri-
bution of antisemitic flyers in the Ka-
lorama neighborhood of Washington, 
D.C., Jewish Federation of Greater 
Washington CEO Gil Preuss said in a 
statement, “These antisemitic and hate-
ful symbols and materials have no place 
in our society.”

“Federation continues to work close-
ly with our security team and local law 
enforcement to learn more about these 
incidents and continue to keep our com-
munity safe,” said Preuss. “Our Jewish 
community continues to stand strong 
and resilient in the face of hatred and 
antisemitism in all forms, and we ask 
the greater community to stand with us 

in this fight against hate.”
Alan Ronkin, director of the Ameri-

can Jewish Committee’s office in Wash-
ington, called the graffiti “a sickening 
reminder of the rise of antisemitism in 
our county.”

“The Jewish community will not be 
intimidated by these vicious messages,” 
Ronkin said. “We stand together with 
our friends and allies as a proud and 
strong community. We thank local law 
enforcement for their attention to this 
incident and to local officials who facil-
itated having the graffiti removed.”

In the same region, George Wash-
ington University has recently seen 
several antisemitic incidents, including 
posters targeting Zionists with obscene 
language and protests calling for terror-
ism targeting Jews. Leaflets were found 
around the school’s main campus in the 
Foggy Bottom neighborhood of Wash-
ington, with text reading “Zionists F*** 
Off.” HW

The anti-Semitic graffiti discovered last Monday in Bethesda, Md. 
Credit: Courtesy of Laura Rosenberg Hosid.
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