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Dear JSM Readers,

We are coming upon the time of year where giving (for Hanukkah, 
Christmas – for those who celebrate – and year-end gifts to take 
advantages of tax deductions, seems like a really big deal.

It wasn’t too long ago that our family filled the room with all of the 
Hanukkah packages wrapped in whatever blue and white or silver paper 
we could scavenge from among the Christmas wrapping selections. 
We’ve tried to cut back on the “things” and concentrate more on the 
time we spend with our kids.

But perhaps the most rewarding giving of all is the actual time we give 
to others. Within this annual Tikkun Olam issue you’ll read about those 
who are giving their time and resources to read to children, fill boxes 
with food or clothing to give to those in need, and an abundance of 
other acts of kindness. From individuals to organizations, our Memphis 
Jewish community is known for its kind-heartedness.

Although my years of volunteering have come to a halt while putting 
out two local publications, I miss my days serving on the boards of 
Hillel, Jewish Family Service Senior Resource Fair and especially my 
children’s school, serving on the PTA.

Perhaps I’ll learn to make the time to do those kind acts because being 
on the giving end always makes us feel good.

Happy holidays to all our readers, young and young at heart. And a 
big thank you to our advertisers whose support means everything to 
Larry and me and to the entire Memphis Jewish community for keeping 
Memphis Jewish journalism alive!

Shalom,

Susan C. Nieman  -  Publisher/Editor

Letter From 
the Editor

  

HHaappppyy  

HHaannuukkkkaahh  

 
From the 

Team at 

MMccCCuulllleeyy    

AAlllleerrggyy  

�� the gang at
Jewish
Scene

Thanksgiving festivities 
with the family on Tybee 
Island, Georgia.
David, Jeremie, Rebecca, 
Toni, Holly, me, Larry and 
baby Miriam.
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On Saturday September 3, 2022, Kate 
Wexler became a bat mitzvah at Temple 
Israel Memphis. She led the century-old 
service, chanted from the Torah, and 
enjoyed all that comes with this turning 
point for every young Jewish person. And – 
even after tackling all of that – Kate’s mom, 
Kathy, made sure that Kate didn’t forget 
one of the most important parts about 
becoming a bat, bar, or b’nai mitzvah: the 
mitzvah project. Kathy wanted Kate to take 
the time to learn what it means to support 
your community and told her to think about 
what cause or organization she’d want 
to work with. But for Kate, it was an easy 
question to answer. She knew right away 
that she wanted to work with Memphis 
Jewish Home & Rehab (MJHR).

Kate told us, “I wanted to support 
MJHR because my grandmother, Alice, 
is a resident. She is so well taken care of 
and enjoys many activities such as bingo, 
blackjack, and Kabbalat Shabbat services.”

Alice Wexler was admitted to Memphis 
Jewish Home & Rehab in 2021, and even 
after one short year, she has become quite 

the neighbor to her fellow residents and 
left such an impression on the staff.

“I always love seeing Alice around the 
Home,” said Baylee. “We bond over the fact 
we are both White Station Spartans. Even 
though we graduated many years apart. She 
also never misses a bingo game, and often 
she has two boards in front of her!”

“When Kate called me and said she wanted 
to coordinate a project to help the residents, 
I was thrilled,” continued Baylee. “While 
we love and are so thankful for all of our 
supporters, I find it particularly meaningful 
when young people recognize the need to 
support our seniors, and when they find a 
way to support that is true to them.”

Together, we came up with a plan for 
Kate to host a drive for items for the 
Home’s recurring resident store. While 
it has always been a challenge for some 
residents to leave the facility due to their 
mobility, COVID-19 has posed even greater 
challenges and threats. The resident store 
is a time for residents to “shop” for items 
they may want or need. There’s always 
snacks, candy, and hygiene items, but also 

From Bat Mitzvah to Bingo to Benefit Drive:
A Tikkun Olam Story 

By Baylee Less, MJHR Director of Development :: Photos by Diane Reich

Tikkun Olam

Kate Wexler’s bat mitzvah 
celebration included a project 

to bring joy to residents at 
Memphis Jewish Home & Rehab.

Kate with a room full 
of collected items.
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Tikkun Olam

seasonal options like scarves, hats, jewelry, and blankets. They take their 
shopping bags and go to the store set up in the Activities Room. All of the 
items are free to residents.

“Collecting supplies for the residents’ store made me so happy!” said 
Kate. “I felt good doing it because the residents appreciate the gifts, and 
they love going ‘shopping.’ Friends and family donated items such as 
pajamas, socks, shampoo, snacks, blankets and hairbrushes.”

During the weekend of her bat mitzvah, Kate had collection boxes at 
both the ceremony and party. People brought items upon items, and 
even those who only learned about the drive later in the weekend went 
shopping and called the Wexler’s afterwards to coordinate a drop-off.

“We’re so proud of Kate!” said parents Kathy and Michael Wexler. 
“She discovered a need where her grandmother lives and reached out to 
Baylee to come up with a plan, which turned out to be an overwhelming 
number of items donated. Kate is looking forward to volunteering at 
bingo once COVID-19 restrictions are lifted. Teaching Kate and her 
sister, Mollie, to give back to our community is important to us.”

And this tikkun olam action inspired another staff member as well.
“We’re really lucky at Memphis Jewish Home, said Activities 

Coordinator Ernashay “Shay” Flenorl. “I was at a conference a few 
weeks ago, and some of the other Activities Coordinators were telling me 
about their facilities. We’ve got family support, community support, and 
a budget. But it’s this family support that really makes a difference.

“We love Ms. Wexler and her family, but not all of our residents are as 
lucky,” she continued. “They don’t all have family members present in 
their lives, so it’s amazing to me to see this family give back in such a big 
way to all of our residents.”

Memphis Jewish Home & Rehab is a not-for-profit nursing home, 
Jewish in character and environment, dedicated to providing the highest 
level of care possible with dignity, compassion, and professionalism. 
Only through the help of generous donors is the organization able to care 
for those in need.

Setting up 
shop at MJHR

Donation boxes were 
placed at the synagogue 
during the ceremony 
and party.
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Tikkun Olam

At Margolin Hebrew Academy-Feinstone Yeshiva of the South 
(MHA-FYOS), students and faculty are committed to integrity, 
kindness, respect, and responsibility as foundational values of 
Jewish life.

Each school year, students have a variety of opportunities to 
provide chesed (acts of kindness) and give back to the Memphis 
community. This fall, students in every division participated in 
community service projects.

The annual MHA-FYOS community Fall Festival boasts a 
myriad of activities including crafts, carnival games, moon 
bounces and a Scholastic Book Fair. Attendees were asked to 
bring a suggested donation of two canned goods to be donated 
to the Wendy and Avron B. Fogelman Jewish Family Service 
Food Pantry. After the festival, the school’s Leach Early 
Childhood division organized and donated the canned goods to 
Jewish Family Service.

At the Grades 1-8 Thanksgiving Celebration, students 
assembled snack bags for the Forrest Spence Fund for patients 
at Le Bonheur to eat while they are waiting for tests. High 
school senior Pesi Katz, who currently serves as an intern at the 
Forrest Spence Fund, graciously delivered the bags.

Additionally, MHA-FYOS Art Teacher and Grades 1-8 General 
Studies Principal Ruth Samuels worked with students to create 
beautiful pumpkin centerpieces for the Thanksgiving Luncheon 
at Plough Towers. The residents were thrilled to see the colorful 
pumpkin artwork.

Students in the Goldie Margolin School for Girls participate in 
chesed projects every Monday afternoon. This year, the girls 
are volunteering at Special Olympics Bowling and participate in 
Chesed Begins at the Home.

MHA-FYOS is proud to do its part in making the City of 
Memphis a better place, and we look forward to many more 
community service projects in 2023.

Margolin Hebrew 
Academy-Feinstone 
Yeshiva of the South 
Immerses Festivities 
with Acts of Loving 
Kindness
By Jessica Baum Sukhodolsky

Fall Festival attendees 
brought canned goods 
for FJFS.

Students filled and 
packed snack bags for 
patients at LeBonheur.
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Tikkun Olam

Collecting coats. Gleaning. Making weekly donations of fresh fruit. 
Composting. Teaching second graders to read. Donating school 
supplies. Beth Sholom Synagogue’s Tikkun Olam Committee never 
stops doing something to make Memphis and the world a better place.

“It’s wonderful to gather as a community to gain inspiration, 
strength and joy from each other,” says Susan Moinester, who 
chairs the committee. “I am so grateful for the synagogue’s 
tremendous outpouring of support for our programs.”

As Naomi Katz, synagogue president, explains: “Beth Sholom’s 
Tikkun Olam programs are an important part of who we are as a 
synagogue. Our congregation wants to make a positive impact on 
our community, and we do it through tefilah, tzedakah, and taking 
action to fulfill the mitzvah of repairing the world.”

Over the last 12 months, the Tikkun Olam Committee has 
continued its vital support of the 644 K-8 students at the Coleman 
Discovery School by collecting school supplies and warm winter 
coats for the children. In December, the synagogue will set up its 
annual Coleman Holiday Give the Gift of Giving Gift Shop, an event 
joyfully relished by students, staff, and volunteers.

The concept is simple, although it requires much time and 
effort by members of the Tikkun Olam Committee, a cadre 
of volunteers and the generous support of the Beth Sholom 
congregation. The school’s gymnasium is transformed into a 
festive Holiday Gift Shop as the 644 donated gifts – valued at $5-
$10 – are set out on tables. Volunteers take students to “shop” for 
holiday gifts to give to a special person in their lives. Synagogue 
members wrap the gifts and help the children write a card. “It 
is truly heartwarming to witness the excitement of the children 
experience the joy of giving – many for the first time,” says Tresha 
Mandel, co-chair of the event.

In the spring and summer, Beth Sholom volunteers provide 
fresh produce for Fogelman Jewish Family Services’ home-
delivered meals through gleaning the Agricenter Farmer’s Market. 
This year, volunteers gleaned over 2,000 pounds of fruits and 
vegetables donated by vendors. During the winter months, when 
the Farmer’s Market is closed, volunteers donate shelf stable fruit 
on a weekly basis.

Moinester says it is exciting to resume face-to-face programs 
such as Team Read, which has laid dormant during the pandemic. 
Volunteers are visiting Germantown Elementary School weekly to 

coach second graders in reading. “The gift of reading opens up the 
entire world to that child,” says Rachel Shankman, who leads Team 
Read. “We leave the school each week with huge grins on our faces 
because we get so much out of working with the students, too.”

Reducing food waste is another vital Tikkun Olam initiative. The 
Tikkun Olam Committee partners with the Memphis Food Waste 
Project to educate congregants on strategies for reducing food waste 
and simultaneously reducing the amount of food that ends up in 
landfills where it gives off methane gas that is driving climate change. 
Heidi Rupke, of Clean Memphis, conducted a composting education 
program during a kiddish and connected members to Memphis’ 
Compost House. The Compost House (Atlas Organics) delivers 
composting bins to residents and removes them to make deep, rich 
compost to use in landscaping. There are always several Compost 
House bins available in the synagogue’s kitchen. The gleaning 
program is also an integral part of the synagogue’s commitment to 
reducing the amount of food that ends up in landfills.

“I am extremely proud of our Tikkun Olam initiatives at the 
shul,” notes Beth Sholom’s Rabbi Sarit Horwitz. “It’s a powerful 
way for people to be connected to community – both internally at 
the shul and more broadly in the Memphis community. The impact 
of these programs makes a huge difference in the world around us, 
and that’s truly what our work here is about.”

The Tikkun Olam Committee aims to inspire greater communal 
involvement in tikkun olam. To that end, it sponsored a Tikkun 
Olam Scholar in Residence Shabbat with a nationally renowned 
champion of Jewish ethical renewal and social justice, Rabbi Dr. 
Shmuly Yanklowitz. “It was an amazing Shabbat,” says Moinester. 
“Rabbi Shmuly emphasized that the primary thrust of Jewish 
thinking is our ethical tradition of giving and our responsibility to 
the other. He inspired us to discover our unique way to fulfill the 
mitzvah of tikkun olam through personal self-actualization, to 
make the world a better and more just place for all.”

If someone is ready to act, they should contact Beth Sholom. Its 
Tikkun Olam activities never stop.

A Committee of Caring
By Jeannie Ashford

Tikkun Olam Committee members Janet 
Rubin (left) and Mindy Lipson wrapping 
gifts at the Coleman Holiday Give the 
Gift of Giving Gift Shop in 2021.

Coleman Discovery Principal Steven 
Ward thanked Beth Sholom volunteers 
for their continual support of the K-8 
school in Raleigh.
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Above the boxes, decorated signs adorned with kindergartener 
doodles read “Fill someone’s heart with Gratitude! Our Gan 
community helpers are collecting donations for the food and baby 
pantry at Fogelman Jewish Family Services.”

Learning the idea of Tikkun Olam starts early at Bornblum.

In October, kindergarteners began studying communities and 
community helpers in General Studies and kibbutzim during 
Jewish Studies. During Design Thinking – a process taught in 
Bornblum that shows children how to solve problems through 
empathy, brainstorming, prototyping, and testing – the students 
read a story about a family that needed community assistance and 
visited a food pantry.

The kindergarten faculty – Ariel Figueroa, Sarah Schulman, and 
Rachel Phelps – showed the students how to empathize with 
people who visit food pantries. Then, the students discovered the 
food pantry at Fogelman Jewish Family Service.

“Our class felt empowered to help by collecting items for the pantry,” 
Figueroa said. “We visited the food pantry and were taught about 
kosher foods and even got to sort some foods by type.”

The kindergarteners created signs advertising their mitzvah with 
accompanying drawings of children sharing food with each other.

“We felt gratitude for the things that we have at home and really 
wanted to help increase the gratitude of others,” Figueroa said. 
“The donations have been pouring in, and we are grateful.”

Dr. Daniel R. Weiss, head of school at Bornblum, said he was 
proud to see kindergarteners merging Design Thinking with 
Tikkun Olam.

“Social responsibility is a major tenant in our philosophy at 
Bornblum,” Dr. Weiss said. “Through Jewish values like Chesed, 
Tzedakah, and Tikkun Olam, we aim to cultivate responsible 
students, starting at a young age, who will go out in the world and 
make it a better place with kindness and care.”

Since November, the kindergarteners have collected over 60 items 
for the tzedakah project.

“Every little bit helps when you’re helping to repair the world,” Dr. 
Weiss said.

From Design Thinking to Donations: 
Bornblum Kindergarteners Learn the Value 
of Tikkun Olam Through Food Drive By Zack Orsborn

Tikkun Olam

Around the halls of Bornblum Jewish Community School, colorful cardboard boxes overflow with canned food, 
toiletries, and essential baby care items.

Kindergartener Amariyah 
Dennis holds her poster 
she made to advertise the 
food drive for Fogelman 
Jewish Family Service.

Both kindergarten classes gather in the 
Fogelman Jewish Family Service food pantry 
to learn about helping the community.

Molly Munekata 
sorts canned food.
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Crossroads

CROSSROADS:
Chance or Destiny?

By Harry Samuels

This collection of connection stories is a 
follow up to Harry’s first book, Beshert, 

which Jewish Scene readers enjoyed 
years ago. I hope you enjoy them as 

much as I do.

All of us have the ability to experience the 
synchronicity that is often the result of 
reaching out to others. ~ Harry Samuels

THE CRUISE
By Gina Sugarmon

Judge Russell Sugarmon, a dynamic 
and personable African-American from 
Memphis, is a graduate of Harvard Law 
School, perhaps the most prestigious in 
America. He met and developed a friendship 
with Marvin Ratner, a successful, white, 
Jewish attorney. They joined forces and 
established the first integrated law practice 
in Memphis and the South in July 1967. 
Marvin became a specialist in estate 
planning; Russell became a general sessions 
court judge. The two men remained close 
friends, as did their wives, Gina and Sara.

The Sugarmons and Ratners had planned 
a cruise when Marvin died on December 
1, 2000. Since they had already paid for 
the trip, Russell and Gina opted to take 
the cruise with another couple on a newly 
commissioned ship.

During the cruise Gina would often look 
wistfully at the balcony of their neighbor’s 
suite – the one Marvin and Sara were to have 
had – and she remarked how nice it would 
have been had their friends been there.

On the last night, as they walked into the 
dining room for the gala dinner, Gina felt 
drawn to a tripod containing pictures. One 
picture stood out so prominently it seemed 
to shout – “look here, we’ve been with you 
during this entire cruise!” It was a picture 
of Marvin and Sara that had obviously been 
taken on a previous trip.  
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A Life Well Lived

Ronald and his brother, Freddie, grew up on 
University Street. “There were lots of Jews 
in that area at the time,” he said. “Freddie 
and I got along very well.”

After Vollentine Elementary, Snowden 
Junior High School and Central High School, 
Ronald went off to Vanderbilt University 
for undergrad and law school. “I loved 
Vanderbilt,” the retired attorney of 64 years 
said. “I spent six years there, because I went 
into law school as a senior in absentia.”

It wasn’t just his studies that he loved, 
though, it’s also where he met Iris. “My 
second year in law school, she came in as a 
freshman undergrad,” he explained. “She 
was supposed to go to another school, but she 
convinced her dad to let her go to Vanderbilt, 
away from their Louisville home.”

Back then, most young ladies lived in 
a house together – there wasn’t much 
housing for females, and few ladies entered 
higher education at the time. Ronald was 
at the women’s house to take out a young 
lady on a date. But he couldn’t find her. “I 

looked across the room and saw a blondish 
redhead, I asked if she’d come over to me. 
She did, and I asked her if she’d like to go 
out.” They went to Zanzibar, a speakeasy, 
with two other couples, where Iris had her 
first adult beverage.

“From that point on, I stalked her all over 
campus,” a smitten Ronald said. “She had 
other options. But my persistence paid off! 
In 1958, a week after I graduated law school, 
Iris loaned me $13 to get to our wedding in 
Louisville at The Kentucky Hotel – the only 
place that kept kosher at the time.”

The happy couple moved to Memphis, 
started a family and Ronald began 
his prestigious career as an attorney. 
Eventually, four wonderful children came 
along: Neil, Debra, Alan and Lee.

Ronald’s professional experience with 
impressive local businessmen, lawyers and 
real estate entrepreneurs is like a who’s 
who of Memphis elite – both in other law 
practices and eventually his own with a 
partner. Folks like Isadore Baer (OBM), 

Born in the Bluff City in 1934, Ronald Harkavy came from a loving home, and then created his own with his 
delightful wife of 64 years, Iris. His mother, Esther, who was also a Memphian, had several siblings. His dad, 
Abe, who had a dozen siblings, came to the States from Russia when he was just nine years old in 1898.

Ronald Harkavy Built a Happy Family 
While Building Memphis By Shoshana Cenker

Ronald and Iris surrounded by an 
ever-growing Harkavy family.

Ronald Harkavy
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Lee Hardison and John Robertson, “who 
became my second father and brother,” 
Morris Kriger, Raymond Shainberg, Alan 
Kosten and others.

“The best thing about law was the people 
I was associated with, but I liked everything 
about practicing law,” Ronald said. “You’re 
your own boss. I love that the most. I tell 
young people: ‘Do whatever you can not to 
work for somebody else.’

“I did primary litigation for my first 10 
years. But I didn’t want to continue that. 
Even though I was good at it, trying cases 
is nerve-wracking. Morris had a good 
practice, and we cranked it up. I tell people 
I made $3k my first year practicing law, 
$3,300 my second year, $3,600 the third 
year, and then I broke out, doing as good as 
any law firm in the City of Memphis.”

Ronald notes how the practice of law 
has changed significantly over the years. 
“Lawyers used to have coffee and talk,” he 
said. “Young people today go at each other’s 
throats. And when I started, only a couple 
women were attorneys, and they were 
ferocious in addition to being phenomenal 
lawyers. There are more women in law 
school these days.”

Naturally, Ronald’s work involved some 
incredibly interesting and well-known 
legal cases, the details of which would 
fill an entire novel. He represented Aetna 
Insurance as a defense lawyer, and a main 
Chevrolet dealer. One of his biggest clients 
was Big Boy Restaurants / Shoney’s. His 
practice later represented Jim Prentiss, Belz 
companies, Avron Fogelman’s company, 
Makowsky Ringel Greenberg, Cooper 
Realty, and others. “I watched Memphis 
grow – we were part of building Memphis.”

A major case involved the Peabody Hotel. 
There were arguments over nearby roads – 
local companies, the city traffic engineer, 
City of Memphis, and big corporations all 
opposed Ronald and the idea of a restored 
hotel and opening more roads. So, he did a 
traffic study, which ended up winning him 
the case. “The head of Goldsmiths called me 
a ‘whippersnapper,’” he said with a grin. 
“It felt damn good.”

And there was the Adventure River case. 
Neighbors were opposed to the waterpark 
due to noise concerns. So, Ronald ordered 
sound studies, which found that no matter 
how many screaming people were in the 
Adventure River pools, the expressway 
noise was louder. And, 90% of the 
employees were kids in the neighborhood. 
He won that case, too.

Ronald shined at planning and zoning 
law. He got into it “by accident, when I 
represented Jerome Makowsky, who’s 
been my longtime best friend, in a project. 
I liked that zoning case and built it up,” 

doing major cases and projects, connecting 
with the right people. That includes the 
likes of Bill Farris and other politically 
influential folks and local lobbyists. “I was 
at the top of the game,” said Ronald, who’s 
a hilarious jokester with a secret talent for 
remembering names. “We were getting 
many, many referrals.”

As busy with family and work as Ronald 
was, he somehow managed to be involved 
in just about every Jewish organization 
in Memphis, starting right after college. 
Ronald’s father was very involved in Anshei 
Sphard Synagogue, so that’s where he and 
Iris ended up. “We jumped in because I was 
going to minyan daily, saying Kaddish when 
my father passed away,” he explained. 
“We decided we belonged there – many 
synagogue members were close to my 
father, and I knew them well.”

When Ronald was VP of Anshei Sphard, 
Kolman Katz was president and asked to 
merge with Beth El Emeth Synagogue. 
“We met with Lester Zalowitz – one of the 
finest gentlemen – and during negotiations 
made sure they were equal synagogues. The 
merger was nearly a unanimous vote.”

Ronald was later president of Anshei 
Sphard-Beth El Emeth Synagogue – at just 
33, it’s likely he’s the youngest president 
ever. “Some congregants said I should 
wait, but I said, ‘No, I want to build the 
synagogue,” which he did – from 255 
members to 375.

As a teenager, Ronald was one of the 
first to avail himself of the Memphis 
Jewish Community Center. A few years 
after moving back from college, he was 
invited to join the board – a role he still 
holds to this day.

Ronald also served on the boards and/or 
as an officer of the Jewish Family Service, 
Jewish Foundation of Memphis, Memphis 
Jewish Federation and Memphis Jewish 
Home [& Rehab]. He and Bill Rudner 
Memphis actually found the site for the 
current Home’s location.

His “true love is Federation.” Ronald 
remembers when the Yom Kippur 
War broke out in 1973, he and board 
members did nightly solicitation aid for 
Israel for several weeks. Another major 
accomplishment was Federation’s effort 
during the Ethiopian crisis. “We raised 
the most money per capita of any city in 
America,” he said.

With many family members living in 
Israel, Ronald and Iris have a strong affinity 
for the Holy Land, having been there 14 
times. His first visit in 1974 was a doozy that 
included dinner with Golda Meir, a visit to the 
president’s house, and dinner at the Knesset.

Blessed with 12 grandchildren and 10 
great-grandchildren, “we’ve had fun, a 

great life,” Iris said with a smile, as we sat 
in their house lined with stunning, unique 
works of art she’s created.

At the age of 88, Ronald has some 
powerful words of wisdom to share from 
his life experiences. “If you want to be a 
lawyer, take math courses. People look at 
me like I’ve lost my mind when I say that. 
But math teaches you to think, calculate, 
and rationalize – everything else is 
memorization.”

As for advice for raising a Jewish family: 
“Marry Iris!”

“We’ve been a team, we set certain goals, 
and we have the same value system,” 
Iris said. “We imparted our values to our 
kids – we talked about life, ideas, and 
community at our Shabbat dinners. Our 
kids are imparting those same values to our 
grandkids. And our children are all involved 
in committees and active in their Jewish 
communities.”

As for his legacy – that response was 
quick: “family, family, family.”

Iris and Ronald were married in 
1958 at The Kentucky Hotel before 
making their way to Memphis.
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Alla Olswanger-Lubin’s relationship with the Memphis Jewish 
community is unique. She arrived a true outsider, the Ukrainian 
daughter of a high-powered attorney. She and the father of her first 
son chose to leave wealth and status behind, arriving in Memphis in 
1979 with each other, their 2-year-old son, Jon, and little else in order 
to make a better life in the United States. Guided by the unignorable 
urge to freely live as proud Jews, something they never would be able 
to do in Kyiv, they started over, strangers in a strange land.

“I would not be sitting here if it weren’t for the Federation system, 
said Alla, community activist, Memphis Jewish Federation Campaign 
donor, board member and volunteer, and proud Lion of Judah since 
2011. “They supported my family when we immigrated here.” The 
family was resettled through a program of Jewish Federations of 
North America, making their way first to Vienna and a small town 
outside of Rome, where they lingered for a few months while awaiting 
a decision on their final destination.

“I had a job outside Rome in an open-air market,” she recalled. “I 
kept extending my time because I didn’t want to go to the cities they 
offered, big cities where I’m never going to learn to speak English. I 
wanted a place where I can meet everybody and learn the language 
and culture. Memphis was that place.”

When her boundless affection for people was met by the open doors of 
“the warmest Jewish community in the world,” she found her forever 

home. Today she has almost as many family members as friends 
in her chosen community, and her good will, generous spirit, and 
electric smile touch every corner of Jewish Memphis.

“I trust Memphis Jewish Federation because they trusted that if they 
helped me become a Memphian, I would do my part to help make 
Jewish Memphis better and better,” said Alla.

And that she has as a donor and volunteer.

The agency now known as the Wendy and Avron B. Fogelman 
Jewish Family Service operated the resettlement program locally, 
and they worked to line up host families for those arriving. Alla 
and her family were warmly welcomed by Iris and Ronald Harkavy, 
Saralyn and Danny Weiss, and Ralph and Carol Yaffe, with all three 
couples becoming important figures in her life. Still, Memphis was 
a sleepy backwater in contrast to the bustle of Kyiv, and adjustment 
wasn’t immediate.

“The first morning when I woke up, I opened my blinds and this yard 
man for the apartments was in my window and I’m like, ‘Oh my G-d, 
where are the cows?’” she said. “I feel like I’m totally in the country. 
What have I done?”

But because of her love of people and genuine social connections, Alla 
helped her family acclimate.

ALLA OLSWANGER-LUBIN:

A Lion with a Heart of Gold
By Matt Timberlake :: Photos by Paige Miller Photography

Inspiring People

Nathan and Alla Lubin
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“Of course, I made mistakes. Having a couple over for dinner the first 
time entertaining, I see that the husband had no fork,” she said. “I 
asked him, ‘Would you like a fork?’ But I didn’t use that word, I used 
a different word. And the eyes of the wife went very big. But then we 
were all laughing a lot.”

When her first marriage ended Alla found herself a single mom. 
She’d grown her social network and made connections, and with her 
accounting degree, she began her American career. She also began her 
life as a philanthropist.

“I made the promise that when I got my feet on the ground, I would 
start giving to Federation. I started with $50 a year, then maybe 
$108,” she said. “But today I pinch myself because I never dreamed 
that I would be part of an organization like this, knowing that, 
for example, someone can send a kid to a Jewish camp, which is 
sometimes where Judaism really lights up.”

It was through her growing social circle that she met Marty Olswanger, 
of blessed memory, who became her second husband in 1984. Marty 
adopted Jon, and the couple soon welcomed two more boys, Sam and 
Lee, making a cozy young family of five. With the stability of a rock-
solid marriage, she became laser-focused on giving back to the Jewish 
community. She began working for the then-named Jewish Family 
Service as an accountant and volunteering with Russian resettlement, 
and she developed an understanding of the ways Memphis Jews depend 
on the non-profit agencies that serve the community.

When Alla’s sister, Lilia, fell ill and died, she and Marty flew to Kyiv 
to begin the process of bringing Alla’s mother and 15-year-old niece 
Lana to better lives in the United States. It’s no coincidence that this 
is when she began evolving as a philanthropist and had her first 
aspirations of becoming a Memphis Lion of Judah.

“One day, I said to Marty, ‘I want to be a Lion.’ He said ‘Not yet. We’re 
not there yet,’” she said. Sadly, they didn’t get there together. Marty 
was diagnosed with colon cancer at age 36, his body already overtaken 
by the disease. He died mere months later, after promising her that 
after he was gone, she would become a Lion.

In 2012 Alla married for the third and final time, to her beloved 
Nathan Lubin. With her three boys and Lana added to four sons and 
two daughters of his, the family was now quite large. Following 
their parents’ footsteps, this younger generation is already taking 
philanthropy and volunteerism seriously, donating to their 
synagogues and Federations and serving in lay leadership positions at 
Jewish agencies and shuls.

“My children already see the legacy of giving back that Nathan and I 
are working to make. They are very much involved themselves,” she 
said. “Now it’s a legacy that I want to leave for my grandchildren.”

Alla sees her Lion of Judah pin as a symbol of that legacy.

“This pin means that the community is going to stay sustainable 
after we’re gone, because of people like us,” she said. “It’s something 
that’s priceless. Building that foundation of a sustainable Jewish 
community is very important to me, and the reason I endowed my 
gift. I had to hide my Jewish identity when I was little. I never wore 
any Jewish stars, never even dreamed to own one. I would be afraid 
to put it on. Today in Jewish Memphis, my grandchildren walk freely, 
and proudly say ‘I’m Jewish.’ All of our hard work made this happen 
and it means everything to me.”

Alla with fellow Lion of Judah 
and community philanthropist 

Shelley Robbins.
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David and Chany Fleischhacker Leave a Legacy of Giving
By Shoshana Cenker :: Photos by Rivka Braverman
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It was a bittersweet occasion at Baron 
Hirsch Congregation (BH) in November 
as more than 300 people attended 
a gala in honor of Chany and David 
Fleischhacker. After 20 years of serving 
the Memphis Jewish community, 
the couple will soon embark on their 
longtime dream of making aliyah.

While the community is happy about 
their journey to Israel, it’s a huge loss for 
Memphis.

David has served as executive director of 
Baron Hirsch since 2003, and Chany as a 
pre-school and art teacher at Margolin 
Hebrew Academy (MHA). They’ve 
been incredibly influential and built 
remarkable relationships – all with a 
foundation of Torah and chessed (acts of 
kindness) as their guide.

The gala included a wonderful reception, 
dinner, video tribute, and special remarks 
from BH members, past and present 
presidents as well the honorees.

A native Memphian, David was 
valedictorian of White Station High 
School, graduated from Yeshiva 
University and earned his masters at 

Baruch College. Chany was born in 
Brooklyn and grew up in Floral Park, 
Queens. The two were introduced by 
Chany’s aunt and uncle who had lived in 
Memphis and knew David’s family. The 
Fleischhackers, who lived in Queens after 
they were married, have three children: 
Leah, Nachi, and Yehudit. Active in 
their Queens shul, David served as 
president when the synagogue completed 
construction of its building.

As Chany shared in her gala remarks, 
she and David began considering 
leaving New York after 9/11. When they 
visited David’s parents in Memphis for 
Pesach, they learned BH was looking 
for a new executive director – the ideal 
role for David, who was feeling more 
fulfilled with his shul volunteer work 
and interested in working in the Jewish 
community rather than the corporate 
business world he’d been in. In 2003, 
they moved to the Bluff City, and David 
began his tenure at BH.

“My first and only phone conversation 
with him convinced me that he was the 
perfect match for our congregation and 
the Memphis community,” said Dr. 
Irv Cherny, BH president at the time. 

“His business skills, Torah-observant 
background, and experience as president 
of his shul in Queens presented us with 
the perfect individual. We quickly learned 
that David and Chany and their young 
family were a wonderful addition to our 
shul and community. These past 20 years 
have proven everything good about him, 
and he will be impossible to replace!”

The touching video, with kind words 
from friends and family, including a 
sweet, funny song from Chany’s dad, was 
interspersed with Fleischhacker family 
photos. It echoed the sentiment that 
David and Chany enhanced the Memphis 
Jewish community in every way.

“I’ve been incredibly lucky to work 
closely with David over the past 19+ 
years at our shul,” said Ricky Kampf, 
BH’s chazan (cantor). “More than 
just successfully leading day-to-day 
operations as executive director, David 
has given his all to our Baron Hirsch 
community throughout his time here and 
is someone I consider a lifetime friend. 
Thank you, David.”

“It’s been such a pleasure to not only 
work with Chany at the school, but to 

David and Chany Fleischhacker with 
mom Hilda Fleischhacker, son Nachi
and daughter Leah.
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see… the impact she’s had on all [our 
MHA] students,” added Anat Kampf, 
MHA teacher and middle school assistant 
principal. “She’s a true example of what 
it means to be a leader in our community, 
and I am so lucky to call her a friend.”

Current BH president Marc Lennon and 
past BH president Pace Cooper shared 
warm remarks and well wishes from 
themselves and others. “Mentor to 
rabbis,” “one-of-a-kind,” and “good 
friend” were just some of the many 
nice thoughts. Pace announced that 
the Memphis City Council offered a 
proclamation to David for his countless 
contributions to Baron Hirsch and 
the City of Memphis, while Mayor Jim 
Strickland, Congressman David Kustoff, 
Todd Young of AIPAC and others sent 
letters honoring the Fleischhackers.

“It was a true pleasure to work with 
David,” said Rabbi Shai Finkelstein over 
email. “As the senior Rav (rabbi) of 
Baron Hirsch Congregation (2005–2016), 
David and I tried every day to make 
Jewish experiences at the shul and the 
community meaningful and inspirational. 
David was always committed, dedicated, 
and showed tremendous care to the 
congregation and community. David 
and Chany are an exemplary couple who 
live a life of Torah, Zionism, and love to 
all people. I wish them much success in 
their new endeavor and look forward to 
welcoming them in Israel.”

The honorees expressed their thanks, 
with Chany saying that leaving Memphis 
was harder than she anticipated. 
David’s remarks, in honor of his beloved 
father, Walter Fleischhacker A”H, who 
recently passed away, said that he had 
the privilege to work with amazing 
rabbanim, “learning something distinct 
from each,” and that he’s “leaving the 
shul in good hands with Rabbi Lichter as 
a wonderful leader for Baron Hirsch.”

David’s hilarious sense of humor was 
apparent throughout his poignant 
remarks, noting that he could write not 
just one book about his time at BH, but “a 
multivolume series of his experiences,” 
seeing as how he, quite literally, was 
quietly responsible for doing the work of 
nine or 10 jobs, as numerous duties fell 
under his wide-ranging title.

In conclusion he advised, “Make living 
in Israel a goal … to create more of a 
presence in Israel. Dedicate more time 
to Baron Hirsch … where kids can form 

holiday memories … and Torah study for 
all is a priority.”

Past BH president Aileen Cooper 
along with Anat Kampf presented the 
couple with a stunning commissioned 
personalized artwork by Chana Zelig of 
the Birkat HaBayit (blessing of a home). 
A very fitting, honor was also bestowed 
on the couple as Baron Hirsch’s overnight 
Shavuos Torah learning was dedicated 
as the “David and Chany Fleischhacker 
Shavuos Night of Learning.”

“It was a pleasure working with David,” 
said David Mendelson, who was president 
during the shul’s pivotal ATID campaign 
to raise funds to renovate the building. 
“David understood the community and 
congregation, and necessity for each to 
support the other. BH will miss David and 
his leadership.”

“David has his finger on the pulse of our 
congregation and community,” added 
past BH president Mary Trotz. “He gave 
me invaluable advice on our members’ 
needs as we navigated COVID and other 
transitions at the shul. David is often 
the secret sauce behind the successes at 
Baron Hirsch.”

Undoubtedly, David took the shul 
from a dire situation to the thriving 
congregation it is today. Having gone 
for two years without an executive 
director before his arrival, “the shul 
was in a pretty bad financial situation 
… and there were a lot of issues that 
needed attention,” he said. “Getting the 
shul’s finances back under control was 
the most important thing to do right off 
the bat.”

Since then, David and his talented team 
– especially his vital colleague, Gwen 
Moody – have tirelessly worked to ensure 
the shul and its members are on solid 
ground and always growing.

“David has been a joy to work with 
over the past 20 years,” said Gwen. 
“His commitment to Baron Hirsch is of 
highest priority. His leadership is one of 
family and inclusivity. I’m going to miss 
David and his family tremendously. He’s 
the only executive director I’ve known 
and has made the past 20 years a joy to 
come to work each day.”

While there are many special memories 
and experiences, David points to 
restarting Camp Darom as a highlight 
that’s dear to him; the dedication and 
celebration of two new Sifrei Torah 
(Torah scrolls) – one dedicated for use 
in the shul, the other donated to the IDF; 
Israel-related events such as celebrating 
Yom HaAtzmaut, community Israel 
rallies in times of trouble, he and Chany 
chaperoning teens to AIPAC; Purim 
celebrations; and seeing 400 people 
dancing in the foyer for Simchat Torah.

Of course, an executive director role 
is all about the people – and David’s 
built relationships through BH that 
are truly invaluable. “I have enjoyed 
working with each of our rabbis, and I 
have learned from them Torah as well as 
valuable life lessons,” he added. “Great 
lay leaders – I have had wonderful 
working relationships with each of the 
10 presidents I served under and learned 
things from each of them. But more 
than anything else, there are incredible 
people in this congregation who have 
been a huge inspiration to me and to my 

David and Chany with Katie 
and Rabbi Ian Lichter.
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family. I think it’s a shame that often 
we don’t learn about people who are in 
our midst every day, and then one day 
it’s too late, and we hear about them in a 
eulogy or shiva visit. We need to interact 
with more people and learn about their 
history and their past. It’s amazing what 
you learn when you get to know people. I 
have met people who sacrificed so much 
through their lives to maintain a Jewish 
connection. And I have known people 
who faced such difficult moments in their 
personal lives, but never let it affect their 
overall actions and to only gain strength 
from their setbacks. Such wonderful role 
models for all of us!”

“David has an uncanny ability to 
understand all the needs of the shul and 
present multiple scenarios to address 
both the various members needs as 
well as the institution,” added Marc. 
“His understanding of the history of 
the families and the mission of the 
shul has prepared me to address the 
needs of Baron Hirsch in the day-to-
day functioning, as well as in times of 
happiness and sadness.”

As for some of Chany’s fond BH memories, 
“shortly after we got here, David and I 
were asked to go as delegates to the OU 
Convention in Israel – it was a wonderful 
experience,” she said. “Neither of us had 
been there for such a long time and going 
as representatives of Baron Hirsch was 
such a privilege. We learned so much on 
that trip through all lectures and tours 
and the Shabbaton. It was so amazing. And 
Baron Hirsch really makes the holidays 
special! Plus, celebrating my kids’ bar and 
bat mitzvahs here was so special. It really 

felt like it was everyone’s simcha and all 
my friends participated in the preparations 
and got excited with me.”

As strong of an impact as David has had 
on Baron Hirsch, Chany has been equally 
impactful at Margolin Hebrew Academy.

“Chany is multitalented and was 
excellent at nurturing students’ 
individual talents,” said Sandy Gersten, 
MHA teacher and grades 1–8 Judaic 
studies principal. “She was dedicated 
to perfecting her teaching craft and 
to bringing each student up to his/her 
own potential. She taught the students 
about different types of artists and 
different kinds of art. She used different 
materials to give the students a broad art 
experience. She was not only a teacher 
par excellence, but one of the sweetest 
and kindest of friends.”

“Art with Morah Chany added the sparkle 
to the children’s work week, they wished 
they could have had her class every day!” 
said MHA teacher Rivki Wiener. “Chany 
was a pleasure to collaborate with. She 
and I would try to align our curriculum as 
much as possible to infuse all curricular 
areas with art.”

As the celebration continued in the Marci 
Moss Social Hall, the congregation’s 
new spiritual leader, Rabbi Ian Lichter, 
delivered some beautiful closing remarks 
about David and Chany. “Thank you 
for being you, and loving us the way 
you do,” began Rabbi Lichter, who 
also spoke about the Fleischhackers 
during his Shabbos drash (sermon). 
He enthusiastically noted that David’s 

excellent communication has been 
essential, and Chany provided her unique 
expression in artwork and teaching art.

“In the brief amount of time that I 
have served as rabbi of Baron Hirsch 
Congregation, I have seen David’s 
immense love for his shul and its 
congregants,” Rabbi Lichter shared over 
email. “David’s devotion can be seen in his 
everyday dedication to ensuring people’s 
needs are met with both professionalism 
and the utmost of care. People feel 
connected to the shul because people feel 
connected to David, and his efforts have 
made Baron Hirsch a true spiritual home 
for so many Jews. On a personal note, 
David has made my family’s transition as 
seamless as possible, and his friendship 
and guidance will help steer my vision 
for many years to come. We wish him and 
Chany a great deal of mazal and bracha 
upon making aliyah.”

While the Fleischhackers have much love 
for Baron Hirsch, they also have love for 
the greater local Jewish community.

“So much is special about this 
community!” exclaimed Chany. “It is 
such a wonderful place to raise children. 
Leah, Nachi and Yehudit had such 
an amazing childhood in the warm 
environments of BH and MHA. They had 
so many experiences and educational 
opportunities that they would have 
missed growing up in New York. The 
community is so warm, and everyone 
knows each other and looks out for each 
other and for each other’s children. Your 
simchas are everyone’s simchas, and 
everyone rallies when you need help.”

“The Memphis Jewish community is 
more united than most,” David added. 
“There are certainly areas where different 
segments have very different viewpoints – 
but there are other areas where we all find 
agreement and work together. That just 
doesn’t exist in many other cities, so we 
have to cherish that and continue to work 
together where we can.”

As Chany and David begin the final 
countdown to fulfilling their dream 
of making aliyah, Baron Hirsch and 
Memphis will revel in their friendships 
and memories. (Thank goodness for 
email and video calls!) They will certainly 
be greatly missed.

Robert and Havah Schneider 
with Chany and David.
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Hollywood Pet Stars

Susan and Raymond Evans were empty nesters who had also lost their last pet 
about two years ago. They were ecstatic to find their mixed terrier, Judge.

“I really was done with both kids living out of town, and I like to travel to 
see them,” said Susan. The couple was interested in a rescue, and Raymond 
really wanted only one pet. After a lot of research on the internet, he found a 
rescue facility in Savannah, Tennessee.

“The day we went to see dogs – it was actually another dog we had an 
appointment with – the facility had warned us that it may not be a good fit,” 
explained Susan. “We played with the other dog for a bit, and it didn’t seem 
like a good fit. As we were leaving, the woman told us about a stray they’d 
just rescued about an hour ago. He was in a different area, separated until 
they could check for worms, etc. We to see him, and he was shaking and in 
the corner. I sat down on the ground, and he eventually came to me. I knew 
immediately Judge would be our dog.”

Fun facts:
Judge isn’t much into treats but loves to chase squirrels. Some of his favorite 
stuffed animals look like squirrels.

Judge could get into the Guinness Book of World Record for being on a leash 
for the longest time without lifting his leg to go to the bathroom. He refuses 
to go outside on a leash. “The minute we get home from our walk, out the 
back door he goes to do his business,” says Susan. Thank goodness they 
have a fenced-in yard.

Judge travels with his parents 95% of the time they travel by car. But 
when they have to be away, he enjoys his stay at Brown Dog Lodge on 
Germantown Parkway. He also enjoys doggy day camp there.

How did you choose his name?
It was meant to be, the rescue facility has the dogs in rooms by alphabet. He 
was “j” – Susan’s dad was a Judge, so it just seemed fitting.

What do you love most about your pet?
His unconditional love.

For doctor’s visits and grooming?
Judge likes his pals at McGhee Clinic where, Brittney gives him the royal 
treatment. “She is awesome,” says Susan.

He’ll be the Judge of That!
By Susan C. Nieman
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