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3550 Summer Ave Memphis TN 38122 (901) 458-2638 info@kitchensunlimited.net

We sincerely thank you for your ongoing support of our small local business and promise to do 
everything we can to serve your needs while protecting your health and safety during this pandemic. 

Our designers are available for you to schedule a virtual studio tour or private appointment in our 
showroom for your kitchen and bathroom needs.
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Thinking of selling YOUR home???

These are just a few of my listings I have sold, but…please know that I also love working with 
someone who lives in an older home in Midtown, East Memphis, Germantown or Collierville that 
maybe isn’t updated or renovated. All someone often wants is a fair assessment or evaluation of 
their property and guidance as to what they need to do next. So, if you are thinking of selling, talk 
to 2-3 real estate Brokers and let me be one of them. Find out how my Strategic Marketing Program, 
with the Shel-Bucks Option, can mean the difference in what you make…and when! Remember…

When you want the job DONE, call Shel-DONE!

The Oldest House on Central Equestrian Country Retreat / 40 Acres

Chickasaw Gardens                        The Oldest Home on Yates

Life Member, Multi-Million Dollar Club
Memphis Area Association of Realtors

Office 901.682.1868 • Cell 901.483.0546
shelrose@memphisrelocate.com

Sheldon Rosengarten,
Broker

REALTOR Emeritus*
*Awarded by the National Association of Realtors

for 40 Years of Service.
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for any material contained herein to be 
copied or reproduced in any manner. 
Manuscripts and photographs submitted for 
publication are welcome by Jewish Scene, but 
no responsibility can be taken for them while 
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Editorial content does not necessarily reflect 
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901.827.7244
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For home delivery, send $18 to:
Jewish Scene Magazine

1703 Tamhaven Ct. • Cordova, TN 38016
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Dear JSM Readers,

What a year! I’m not even sure how to begin.

September 2020 marks 14 years since we 

published the first issue of Jewish Scene 

Magazine (then Jewish Living of the South). 

That year, as a longtime committee member 

for Jewish Family Service’s Senior Resource 

Fair, I was determined to get that first issue out in time to promote the annual event and the new Jewish 

High School.

As I browse through that issue, I see it as somewhat of a miracle that we’re still here. There have been so 

many changes. I owe a debt of gratitude to so many people, who throughout the years, have helped support 

the magazine with advertising, words of encouragement and subscriptions.

After that first amazing year, the stock market crashed, and after a few years of deciding month after month 

how we would survive, we realized a bi-monthly issue – six times a year was the only answer. In the long run 

I guess it’s what saved us. And while so many businesses have come and gone, how are we still surviving? I 

guess it’s just sheer determination, and a lot of luck.

Give me a challenge, and I can’t back down.

So, here we are entering 5781 with our annual Guide to Jewish Memphis and beginning our 15th year.

I am so grateful to have this opportunity to continue to share all of your stories, successes and just fun 

Memphis stuff.

In addition to all things Jewish Memphis, I hope you enjoy reading about Hal Lovett and his determination 

to transform an empty baseball field into a packed neighborhood dog park (page 24). Then, there’s 

“Beloved,” a book featuring the natural year-round beauty of Temple Israel’s cemetery as photographed by 

Memphis photographer Murray Riss on page 20. Photos from the  book are on display in the Temple Israel 

Museum (page 26) along with other collections.

Paws up to Ace, our Hollywood Stars Pet of the Month on page 23. Thanks to Hollywood Feed, we are getting 

so many requests to feature your fur babies, you’ll have to wait your turn. If you’d like us to interview your 

pet, please reach out to susan@jewishscenemagazine.com and we’ll vet you.

We hope this Guide is valuable to you, your neighbors and newcomers.

We’d also invite you send us your simchas. We want to feature your special birthdays, engagements, 

weddings, newborns and more in print and each week online at jewishscenemagazine.com.

Here’s to a Happy and Healthy New Year.

Shalom,

Susan C. Nieman  -  Publisher/Editor

Letter 
from the 
Editor



 

6060 Poplar Avenue    Suite 140
Memphis, TN 38119 

901.761.1263
www.harkavyshainberg.com

60 YEARS OF SERVING 
CLIENTS WITH INTEGRITY 

AND DEDICATION 
 TO EXCELLENCE.

• Business Entities 
• Bankruptcy 
•   Corporate and Business 

Transactions
• Employment and Labor
• Estate Planning and Probate 
• Health Care
• Land Use Planning and Zoning
• Landlord/Tenant Law 
• Litigation 
• Personal Injury
•  Real Estate 

    Closing  |  Leasing 
Lending  |  Foreclosure

• Taxation
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Contributors

Holly Marks, born a Yankee, and now a Southern girl 

at heart, is loving the Memphis state of mind. With 

a background in advertising and public relations, 

writing comes naturally, and she is thrilled to be 

a part of Jewish Scene Magazine. When she’s not 

brainstorming her next big idea, she’s either doing 

family time, having coffee or finding an excuse to go 

to HomeGoods.

Bill Motchan is a writer and photographer in St. 

Louis who frequently covers Judaism, music and 

musicians. He is a staff writer for the St. Louis 

Jewish Light and a 2020 winner of a Rockower Award 

for journalistic excellence in writing about American 

Jewish history presented by the American Jewish 

Press Association.

bmotchan42@gmail.com

Harry Samuels, author of “Beshert: True Stories of 

Connections” and “Crossroads Chance or Destiny,” 

is a graduate of Washington University. He has 

devoted many years to volunteerism in Memphis. He 

and his wife, Flora, have been married for 59 years 

and are the parents of Martin, William and the late 

David Samuels.

Contributors



Sensational Simchas

Volume 14 | Number 3| 2020

Temple Israel is a sanctuary for prayer and inspiration, a vibrant 

center for Jewish learning, and a congregational home for living 

Torah. We are a source of strength and a force for good for Reform 

Jews, the greater community, and the world.
____________

E A S T  M E M P H I S  •  1376 EAST MASSEY R OAD, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 38120 

C R O S S T O W N  C O N C O U R S E  •  1350 CONCOURSE AVENUE, SUITE 457  , MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 38104

T E M P L E I S R A E LT I M E M P H I S . O R G T E M P L E I S R A E L T I M E M P H I S
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Sensational Simchas

Volume 14 | Number 3| 2020

SWEET 
MELISSA

PRETTY IN 
PINK

Volume 14 | Number 4| 2020

THE SIMCHA MUST GO ON

WEDDING MEMORIES FOR A LIFETIME

Volume 14 | Number 5 | 2020
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JEWISH COMMUNAL ORGANIZATIONS

CONGREGATIONS

Chabad Center for Jewish Life
2570 Kirby Parkway, 38119
901.754.0404
Directors Rivky and Rabbi Levi Klein
Chabad@JewishMemphis.com
JewishMemphis.com

Hadassah, Memphis Chapter
Faith Ruch
facebook.com/groups/HadassahMemphis
Hadassah.org

Jewish Community Partners
Managing organization of Jewish 
Foundation of Memphis
and Memphis Jewish Federation
6560 Poplar Avenue, 38138
901.767.7100
President/CEO Laura Linder
COO Michael Barnett
crichardson@jcpmemphis.org
jcpmemphis.org

Jewish Historical Society of Memphis & 
the Mid-South
6560 Poplar Avenue, 38138
President Lorraine Wolf
mjhspresident@gmail.com
jhsmem.org

Kollel Torah Mitzion
5186 Juniper, 38117
memtorahmitzion@gmail.com

Memphis Kollel
5462 Brantford Avenue, 38120
Rabbi Yosef Braha
rabbibraha@memphiskollel.org
President Esther Katz
info@memphiskollel.org          
memphiskollel.org

Memphis Friends of Israel
1910 Madison Avenue #201, 38104
901.262.1085
director@memphisfoi.org
memphisfoi.org

Memphis Jewish Community Center
6560 Poplar Avenue, 38138
901.761.0810
President/CEO Larry Skolnick
membership@jccmemphis.org
jccmemphis.org

New Jewish Neighborhood House 
(Midtown Memphis)
facebook.com/groups/
newjewishneighborhoodhouse

Wendy and Avron B. Fogelman Jewish 
Family Service at the Memphis Jewish 
Community Center
6560 Poplar Avenue, 38138
901.767.8511
Director Mary Elizabeth Jones
jccmemphis.org/jfs

Anshei Sphard Beth El Emeth 
Congregation (O)
901.682.1611
Rabbi Joel Finkelstein
Cantor Aryeh Samberg
Director Alan Goldkin
exec@asbee.org
asbee.org

Baron Hirsch Congregation (O)
400 S. Yates Road, 38120
901.683.7485
Rabbi Binyamin Lehrfield
Cantor Ricky Kampf
Director David Fleischhacker
exec@baronhirsch.org
baronhirsch.org

Beth Sholom Synagogue (C)
6675 Humphreys Blvd., 38120
901.683.3591
Rabbi Sarit Horwitz
Director Geo Poor
geo@bsholom.org
bsholom.org

Chabad Lubavitch of Tennessee
2570 Kirby Parkway, 38119
901.754.0404
Rabbi Levi Klein
rabbi@JewishMemphis.com
JewishMemphis.com

Or Chadash Conservative Synagogue (C)
6629 Massey Lane, 38120
901.435.6353
Rabbi Cantor David Julian
RabbiCDJ@gmail.com
Director Arlene Myers
ammyers5@gmail.com
rabbicdj.wixsite.com/occs

Temple Israel (R) 
East Memphis
1376 East Massey Road, 38120
TI at Crosstown Concourse
1350 Concourse Avenue, 38104
901.761.3130
Senior Rabbi Micah D. Greenstein
Associate Rabbi Bess Wohlner
Assistant Rabbi Jeremy Simons
Cantorial Soloist Happie Hoffman
Director Stacy Canales
timemphis.org

Young Israel of Memphis (O)
531 S. Yates Road, 38120
901.761.6060
Rabbi Akiva Males
Director Eileen Segal
info@yiom.org
YIOM.org

Guide to Jewish Memphis
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Your one-stop destination for  
everything Jewish, regardless of  

affiliation or background.

Judaism. Done Joyfully

2570 Kirby Parkway
Memphis, TN 38119

www.JewishMemphis.com
facebook.com/ChabadMemphis

901-754-0404

SINCE 1935SINCE 1995

Here for the everyday

Here for the unexpected

Here for you 

Caring. Connecting. Engaging.

6560 POPLAR AVENUE, MEMPHIS, TN 38138
901.767.7100 WWW.JCPMEMPHIS.ORG

Guide to Jewish Memphis

ASBEE Sisterhood
901.682.1611
asbee.org

Baron Hirsch Sisterhood
400 S. Yates Road, 38120
901.683.7485
baronhisrch.org

Beth Sholom Sisterhood
6675 Humphreys Blvd, 38120
901.683.3591
bsholom.org/sisterhood

Beth Sholom Renewal: 
Women’s Rosh Hodesh
Rabbi Sarit Horwitz
6675 Humphreys Blvd, 38120
901.683.3591
bsholom.org

Chabad Women’s Circle and 
Rose Chodesh Society
Mrs. Rivky Klein
2570 Kirby Parkway, 38119
901.219.7004
Rivky@JewishMemphis.com
jewishmemphis.com

Lion of Judah/Memphis Jewish 
Federation
Women’s Philanthropy
6560 Poplar Avenue, 38138
901.767.7100
jcpmemphis.org/lion-of-judah

WRJ-Temple Israel Sisterhood
1376 East Massey Road, 38120
901.937.2790
sisterhood@timemphis.org
tisisterhood.org

ASBEE Men’s Club
901.682.1611
asbee.org

Baron Hirsch Men’s Club
400 S. Yates Road, 38120
901.683.7485
baronhirsch.org

Beth Sholom Men’s Club
6675 Humphreys Blvd, 38120
901.683.3591
bsholom.org/mensclub

Temple Israel Brotherhood
1376 East Massey Road, 38120
901.761.3130
brotherhood@timemphis.org
timemphis.org

WOMEN’S ORGANIZATIONS

MEN’S ORGANIZATIONS
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EDUCATION PRE-K THROUGH 12TH GRADE

Barbara K. Lipman Early Learning 
Center at Temple Israel
1376 East Massey Road, 38120
901.767.3130
templepreschoolmemphis.com

Baron Hirsch Shabbat Programs
Torah Tots 3 years old
Jr. Congregation: 1st-5th grade
Chidon Hatanach Teens
400 S. Yates Road, 38120
901.683.7485
baronhirsch.org

Beth Sholom Religious School
6675 Humphreys Blvd., 38120
901.683.3591
Director Youth Education & Engagement 
Danny Kraft
Danny@bsholom.org
bsholom.org

Bornblum Jewish Community School (K-8)
6641 Humphreys Blvd., 38120
901.747.2665
Head of School Daniel R. Weiss
info@bornblum.org
bornblum.org

Margolin Hebrew Academy/Feinstone 
Yeshiva of the South (Pre-K-12)
390 S. White Station Road, 38117
901.682.2400
Head of School Rabbi Benjy Owen
jessica.baum@mhafyos.org
mhafyos.org

Memphis Jewish Community Center 
Early Childhood Center
6560 Poplar Avenue, 38138
901.259.9207
Director Lindsey Chase
lchase@jccmemphis.org
jccmemphis.org

The Wendy & Avron Fogelman 
Religious School at Temple Israel
Kindergarten through 12th grade
1376 East Massey Road, 38120
901.937.2777
Education Administrator Jackie Evans
jackiee@timemphis.org
timemphis.org/religious-school

Guide to Jewish Memphis

The Nosh proudly offers a
variety of Catering Services

thenoshmemphis.com

Contact Jordan Shulman
901.756.3229

jshulman@memphisjewishhome.org
36 Bazeberry Road, Cordova, TN 38018

Birthday Parties • Breakfast Meetings • B’nai Mitzvot • Cakes • Holiday Menus • Kiddushes 
Office Lunches • Shabbat Meals • Shiva Meals • Specialty and Private Dinners • Wedding Receptions

Please call for currently available services.
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At Bornblum Jewish Community School, 
we nurture our students' power to be anything
they desire. Through engaging curriculum and

enriching Judaic studies, our students
become lifelong learners, equipped for 

success in higher education and beyond. 

901.747.2665  l  bornblum.org  I  $1,000 new student credit

Beexpressive
BE BORNBLUM

What will your child be?

Guide to Jewish Memphis

Margolin Hebrew Academy – Feinstone Yeshiva of the South
Head of School: Rabbi Benjamin Owen
390 S White Station Rd., Memphis, TN 38117
901.682.2400
mhafyos.org

Located in the heart of the vibrant Jewish community of 
Memphis, TN, the Margolin Hebrew Academy – Feinstone
Yeshiva of the South is a warm, community-centered, Orthodox 
day school committed to instilling within its students a love
of Judaism, the State of Israel, and the Jewish people in the 
context of an academically rigorous educational environment.
Since its inception in 1949, MHA-FYOS has fostered passion and 
commitment for Torah learning and for a Torah lifestyle, while
imbuing its students with derech eretz, communal responsibility, 
and the tools for a lifetime of success. 

Save the Date
MHA Auction and Sweepstakes Sale: March 7, 2021
MHA Scholarship Banquet and Ad Journal: June 2021
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YOUTH AND FAMILY PROGRAMS

YOUNG ADULTS

NEWCOMERS

BBYO
6560 Poplar Avenue, 38138
901.761.0810
Director Zoe Goldberg
zgoldberg@bbyo.org
bbyo.org

B’nai Tzedek Teen Philanthropy of 
Jewish Foundation of Memphis
6560 Poplar Avenue, 38138
901.767.7100
svanderwalde@jcpmemphis.org
jcpmemphis.org/teen-philanthropy

JYG: Junior Youth Group
1376 East Massey Road, 38120
901.937.2747
Carly Abramson
carlya@timemphis.org
timemphis.org

MeFTY
1376 East Massey Road, 38120
901.937.2747
Carly Abramson
carlya@timemphis.org
timemphis.org

NCSY
Jr. NCSYers (6th-8th) and Sr. NCSYers 
(9th-12th)
Director Jamie Gibber
312.802.5943
gibberj@ncsy.org
ncsy.org

PJ Library
6560 Poplar Avenue, 38138
901.767.7100
jcpmemphis.org/pjlibrary

Teen Israel Experience
Subsidized travel to Israel for High 
School Juniors and Seniors
6560 Poplar Avenue, 38138
901.767.7100
jcpmemphis.org

TI Chai at Temple Israel
1376 East Massey Road, 38120
901.937.2794
timemphis.org

USY at Beth Sholom
6675 Humphreys Blvd.
901.683.3591
Danny Kraft
Danny@bsholom.org
bsholom.org

ConnecTI for those in their 20s and 30s
Temple Israel Crosstown
1350 Concourse Avenue, Suite 457, 38104
Director Paige Mandelman
connecti@timemphis.org
connectimemphis.org

FedLED - Young Adult Division 
Memphis Jewish Federation
6560 Poplar Avenue, 38138
901.452.2453
sbloch@jcpmemphis.org
jcpmemphis.org/fedled

Hillels of Memphis
Serving University of Memphis and 
Rhodes College
3581 Midland Avenue, 38111
901.452.2453
Director Sophie Bloch
sophiebloch@hillelsofmemphis.org
hillelsofmemphis.org

Jewish901 ~ Chabad Young Adults
Directors Menachem and Mussie Klein
Jewish901.com
Facebook.com/jewish901
Menachem@JewishMemphis.com

100 New Families
100newfamilies@gmail.com
100newfamilies.com

Newcomers Brunch
Jewish Community Partners
Occurs each fall.
901.767.7100

Guide to Jewish Memphis
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Beth Sholom Synagogue Lifelong Jewish Learning Center
Center for Jewish Spirituality
6675 Humphreys Blvd., 38120
901.683.3591
Rabbi Sarit Horwitz
Director Geo Poor
geo@bsholom.org
bsholom.org

Bornblum Judaic Studies University of Memphis
301 Mitchell Hall, The University of Memphis, 38152
901.678.2919
memphis.edu/jdst

Temple Israel University T.I.U.
Lifelong learning at Temple Israel
1376 East Massey Road, 38120
lynno@timemphis.org
timemphis.org

ADULT AND HIGHER EDUCATION

Beth Sholom Synagogue
901.683.3591
MICAH, Tikkun Olam Committee, Center for Jewish Spirituality
bsholom.org

Wendy and Avron B. Fogelman Jewish Family Service at the MJCC
901.767.8511
Classes and Support Groups
Compassionate Case Management and Care for Seniors
Counseling
Education and Outreach
Emergency Assistance
Kosher Meals Program
Resource Center
Special Needs Programming
Transportation/Shalom Shuttle
Volunteer Services
jccmemphis.org/jfs/jfs

SOCIAL SERVICES
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SENIOR LIVING FACILITIES

SENIOR SERVICES

SENIOR GROUPS
Baron Hirsch Kol Rena So-Shuls 
400 S. Yates Road, 38120
901.683.7485
baronhirsch.org

Beth Sholom members 60+ Old Enough 
to Know Better
6675 Humphreys Blvd, 38120
901.683.3591
bsholom.org

Temple Israel Members 65+ Prime 
Timers
1376 East Massey Road, 38120
901.761.3130
timemphis.org

Alzheimer’s Day Services of Memphis 
Yad l’Yad Caregiver Support Group
Meets once a month at Memphis JCC 
(Call about COVID-19 services)
901.372.4585
info@adsmemphis.org

Friendly Visitors (Phoning Only During 
COVID-19)
Volunteers visit homebound seniors for 
companionship and socialization. 
Wendy and Avron B. Fogelman Jewish 
Family Service at MJCC
6560 Poplar Avenue, 38138
901.767.8511
jccmemphis.org/jfs/jfs/

Handy Helpers (Call about COVID-19 
Limitations)
Volunteers assist homebound seniors 
with errands and light house chores.
Wendy and Avron B. Fogelman Jewish 
Family Service at MJCC
6560 Poplar Avenue, 38138
901.767.8511
jccmemphis.org/jfs/jfs/

Home-Delivered Meals
For seniors in need
Wendy and Avron B. Fogelman Jewish 
Family Service at MJCC
6560 Poplar Avenue, 38138
901.767.8511
jccmemphis.org/jfs/jfs/

Memphis Jewish Seniors Online 
Community of Memphis Jewish 
Federation
Monthly Senior Email Newsletter
Facebook: search Memphis Jewish 
Seniors 
901.767.7100 
mtimberlake@jcpmemphis.org to enroll
memphisjewishseniors.org 

Scheidt-Hohenberg/Memphis Jewish 
Federation Hot Meals  
Daily lunches at the MJCC (Virtual during 
COVID-19)
Steve Kaplan
6560 Poplar Avenue, 38138
901.767.8511
jccmemphis.org

Senior Service Collaborative
Memphis Jewish Federation
A community-wide working group 
committed to strengthening senior 
services in the Memphis Jewish 
community.
Bluma Zuckerbrot-Finkelstein
901.767.7100
jcpmemphis.org

Shalom Shuttle
Rides and door-to-door assistance 
for doctor’s appointments, grocery 
shopping, and more. Reservations 
required.
Wendy and Avron B. Fogelman Jewish 
Family Service at MJCC
6560 Poplar Avenue, 38138
901.767.8511
jccmemphis.org/jfs/jfs/

Temple Cares at Temple Israel
Volunteers deliver meals, provide 
transportation to doctor’s appointments, 
visit members who are home-bound, 
and host a monthly Caregiver Cafe, a 
support group for caregivers.
1376 East Massey Road
901.767.3130
timemphis.org

Memphis Jewish Home & Rehab
36 Bazeberry Road, Cordova, 38018-7756
901.758.0036
Director Bobby G. Meadows III
Director of Spiritual Care Rabbi Abraham Schacter-Gampel
Director of Philanthropy & Community Engagement Joel Ashner
jashner@memphisjewishhome.org
memphisjewishhome.org

Plough Towers Senior Housing
6580 Poplar Avenue, 38138
901.767.1910
Director Leigh A. Hendry
lhendry@ploughtowers.org
ploughtowers.org

SENIOR SERVICES AND HOUSING

Guide to Jewish Memphis



Concern for the spread of COVID-19 led us to the 
difficult decision to cancel the Memphis Jewish 
Home & Rehab Annual Golf Tournament this year. 
But our sponsors’ support is CRITICAL, especially 
this year, given the challenges and added expenses 
of protecting our precious patients, residents, 
and our staff.

THANK YOU to our top-level sponsors 
for supporting this year’s

NO-GO GOLF 
TOURNAMENT!
We may be taking a mulligan this year for 
what would have been our 28th Annual Golf 
Tournament, but we hope YOU won’t because 
our patients and residents still need you!

EVENT SPONSOR

Wendy & Avron 
Fogelman

honoring 
Dr. Maury Bronstein

PLATINUM 
TOURNAMENT SPONSOR

GOLD TOURNAMENT SPONSORS

SILVER 
TOURNAMENT SPONSORS

BRONZE 
TOURNAMENT SPONSORS

Dr. Maury Bronstein
Jolie & Michael Kisber

Diane & Mark Halperin

Jewish Neighborhood House 
Endowment Fund

Leslie & Nathaniel Landau
Lynn & Gregg Landau

Nancy & Richard Robinson

SIGN SPONSORS

Hal Fogelman
Jackie & Bob Solmson

In Memory of 
Mary & Charles Wurtzburger

Contact Joel Ashner at 
jashner@memphisjewishhome.org 
or 901-756-3273 for more information.

There’s still time to support the 
2020 No Go Golf Tournament!
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Iron Shabbat candleholders & dreidel
Steven Bronstein at T. Clifton Art

Pewter and silver 
mezuzahs
Joy Stember at T. 
Clifton Art

Stainless with acrylic mezuza, dreidel & 
jewelry Seeka at T. Clifton Art

Wedding glass mezuzah 
inscribed with Ani 
L’Dodi
Gary Rosenthal 
Collection at Temple 
Israel Gift Shop

Gold Noah mezuzah
Joy Stember at Temple 
Israel Gift Shop

Blown glass menorah
Michael Hudson at T. Clifton Art

Memphis Judaica Finds
From Downtown to Germantown, you don’t have to travel very far in Memphis to find the perfect Judaica 
piece for you, your home, a gift or just for fun.

Whether it’s browsing the magnificent T. Clifton Art Gallery on Broad Avenue or looking at hundreds of 
items in the Temple Israel Gift Shop, you’re sure to find a piece you can’t live without!

Candlestick holder
Gary Rosenthal at Temple Israel 
Gift Shop Kiddush cup

Quest at Temple Israel 
Gift Shop

Temple Israel Gift Shop
Sisterhood Judaica Quarantine Concierge Shopping
Email sisterhoodgiftshop@timemphis.org or call 901.937.2782 
to set up an appointment to view items and arrange pickup or 
delivery. Gift wrapping and gift registries are available. 

T. Clifton Art
Gallery Open Thurs, Fri., Sat. 11-3. Framing by appointment only. 
Curbside/Delivery available.
2571 Broad Avenue | Memphis, TN 38112 | 901.323.2787

Sneak peek:
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memphis-169.comfortkeepers.com

She’s always been the 
independent type.  
We aim to keep  
her that way.

In-Home  
Care Services
• Personal Care

• Companionship 
and  housekeeping

• Dementia and 
Alzheimer’s care

• Respite care

• Safety Solutions

Memphis  
901.752.1515

Northern Mississippi 
662.393.1110

Covington  
901.296.1200

© 2020 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC.

Since our beginning, our business has 
been people     and their financial well-
being. It’s evident in good times, with 
decisions focused on the long term,  
and crucial when circumstances become 
difficult. That continued emphasis on 
people – our clients, communities, 
advisors and associates – gives us 
purpose, strength and a way forward. 
Today. And

Lawson S. Arney, CFP®, AIF®
Vice President, Investments
1100 Ridgeway Loop, Suite 600
Memphis, TN 38120
T 901.818.7638
lawson.arney@raymondjames.com

Guide to Jewish Memphis

KOSHER IN MEMPHIS

CEMETERIES

JUDAIC MUSEUMS

Dinstuhl’s Fine Candy 
Company
436 Grove Park, 38117
901.682.3373
7730 Poplar Avenue, 38138
901.752.1110
5280 Pleasant View Road, 38134
901.377.2639

Holy Cow
6560 Poplar Avenue, 38138
901.598.1152
info@holycownow.com
holycownow.com

Nosh-A-Rye Deli
36 Bazeberry Road, Cordova, 
38018
901.756.3229
Catering and Deli Manager 
Jordan Shulman
JShulman@
memphisjewishhome.org
thenoshmemphis.com

Nothing Bundt Cakes
5679 Poplar Avenue, 38119
901.208.8984

Ricki’s Cookie Corner
5068 Park Avenue, 38117
901.866.CHIP(2447)
rickiscookies.com

Zayde’s NYC Deli
Catering and Shabbat/Holiday 
to-go meals
info@zaydesnycdeli.com
Zaydesnycdeli.com

Anshei Sphard Cemetery
901.682.1611

Baron Hirsch Cemetery
901.683.7485

Beth Sholom Memorial 
Gardens
901.683.3591

Temple Israel Cemetery
901.761.3130

Belz Museum of Asian and Judaic Art
119 S. Main Street, Concourse Level, 38103
901.523.2787
info@belzmuseum.org
belzmuseum.org

Temple Israel Museum
1376 East Massey Road, 38120
901.761.3130
Timemphis.org/museum
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We watch your property. 

You watch your investment grow.

BERT LESS, PRESIDENT

(901) 272-9028 • lecorealty.com 

Guide to Jewish Memphis

From logos to layout, 
handbills to billboards, 

we provide the graphics support 
you need to reach your audience 

with lasting impact.

Got a project in mind? 
We’d love to lend a hand.

aarondrowndesign.com

Plough Towers Senior Housing
Director: Leigh A. Hendry
President: Jason Salomon
6580 Poplar Ave., Memphis, TN 38138
901.767.1910
lhendry@ploughtowers.org
ploughtowers.org

Plough Towers is a 150-unit apartment community, which 
provides safe, HUD subsidized, independent housing and 
services for seniors. Nestled in the heart of east Memphis, 
Plough Towers is convenient to shopping malls, grocery stores, 
the Memphis Jewish Community Center, movie theaters and 
doctors’ offices.
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901.252.3670
tearwell.com | info@tearwell.com

1350 Concourse Avenue | Suite 264
Memphis, TN 38104-2023

DRY 
EYES?
Turn to the TearWell Advanced Dry Eye Treatment 

Center™ for our state-of-the-art technology and the 

latest in treatment options to help patients like you.

Visit us at the 
FocalPoint at Crosstown Concourse!

Guide to Jewish Memphis

Stay Connected!
 
Subscribe to Jewish Scene Magazine today and receive 
6 issues per year delivered to your home.

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Email:

Send $18 to: Jewish Scene Magazine • 1703 Tamhaven Ct. • Cordova, TN 38016

901.827.7244 • Jewishscenemagazine.com

SWEET MELISSA

PRETTY IN PINK

Volume 14 | Number 4| 2020
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Wouldn’t it be great if that beauty could be captured and 
shared with others, she thought. Not long afterwards, she 
ran into noted Memphis photographer Murray Riss.

“I had known Murray through the years,” Susan said. “He 
took an exceptional photograph of my father years ago, and 
as we were chatting, it just dawned on me, why couldn’t 
we take photos of the cemetery, because it really is a 
magnificent place.”

The result of that serendipitous meeting is a series of 
Riss photographs taken at the cemetery and currently 
on display in a special exhibit at Temple Israel Museum. 
The exhibit, simply called “Beloved,” is also the title of 
a book featuring 200 of the photographs, published last 
fall. The title comes from the single word that appears 
most often on the gravestones in the cemetery. It also 
describes the importance of the historic location to Mid-
South Jewish history.

To create the exhibit and the book, Murray collaborated 
with Susan and Rabbi Micah Greenstein, senior rabbi at 

Beloved
By Bill Motchan :: Photos by Murray Riss

A couple of years ago, Susan Adler Thorp was walking through Temple Israel Cemetery on a 
regular visit to her parents’ graves. The owner of Susan Adler Thorp Communications and 
former political columnist for The Commercial Appeal thought about the beauty and serene 
setting in the 174-year-old cemetery.

Feature



Feature
Temple Israel. The trio met, visited the 
cemetery and discussed the project. 

Then they gave Murray a straightforward 
directive.

“They said, ‘Go and bring us back some 
nice pictures,’” Murray recalled. “As 
photo assignments go, that is about as 
wonderful as it gets.”

And get pictures he did. Over the course 
of a year, Murray visited the cemetery at 
different hours of the day, covering all 
four seasons. That meant a wide variety of 
lighting conditions, shadows, colors, flora 
and fauna. He eventually brought back 
some 12,000 images. When you engage 
a top photographer with works in major 
museums, the final product will certainly 
stand out. That is why the exhibit and 
book have such a haunting beauty.

Murray eventually narrowed the photos 
down to his 230 favorites. A small 
subcommittee of the Museum’s board then 
chose the final 86 for the museum exhibit. 
“The group knew they were working with 
incredible images,” Susan said.

“It was an exciting experience for 
us,” she continued. “I do recall Rabbi 
Greenstein saying, ‘Oh my, for the 
hundreds if not thousands of times I’ve 
been to the cemetery, I’ve never seen it 
this way before.’”

Feedback from the exhibit and the book 
has been extremely positive, Susan said.

“We’ve gotten a lot of good response, 
not just from temple members but 
people outside the Jewish community 
as well, people who are interested in 
cemeteries,” she said. “We went to talk 
about it at the largest secular cemetery 
in Memphis. People who don’t have a 
loved one at the cemetery will also find it 
a remarkable work.”

Another key instruction for Murray was 
to photograph where he found beauty 
through his lens. There was no mandate to 
train his lens on more prominent people. 
Susan said that was intentional and 
important to the success of the project.

“I learned as a journalist that when 
you write obituaries, death is a great 
equalizer,” she said. “Some members 
of Temple Israel are better known than 
others, but the important thing was 
nobody was specially recognized. So the 
book is filled with people that you might 
not recognize and that’s the magic of it.”
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Feature
The dramatic photos come from the skillful, artistic 
hands of Murray. Before he began his photographic 
journey, he did something that sounds a bit 
unusual. He visited the cemetery a few times but 
didn’t take a camera along.

“I just hung out and walked around and that’s 
when I realized that this place is so magnificent, 
it has so many possibilities,” he said. “I went 
there often during the week at different times and 
different weather. I tried to get as much of the 
ambiance of the place as possible. The more I went 
there, the more the cemetery took over, it told 
me—and this may sound a little odd—but it started 
telling me how it should be photographed.”

One stark photograph of a stone in the book has 
a single leaf on top. Without words, the image 
communicates the changing seasons, likely 
autumn. Murray was there at just the right time.

“The photographer’s task is always to see beyond 
the normal and the obvious,” he said. “I would 
always approach everything and quiet myself. I was 
there looking at this particular stone and there was 
just the way the light was hitting it. While I was 
standing there, the leaf landed on the stone.”

A number of photos speak volumes about the 
person memorialized. One depicts a slight 
alteration of the Jewish custom and mitzvah of a 
visitor marking a grave with a stone. Instead of 
stones, Murray photographed one with a grouping 
of seashells. There’s no ocean beach convenient 
to Memphis so a visitor clearly took the initiative 
to mark the stone with a symbol significant to the 
loved one. Another stone was pictured with not 
stones or shells, but several bright yellow Callaway 
golf balls.

On another occasion, a bird followed Murray and 
chirped as he walked through the cemetery. He 
assumed he was getting close to a nest and the bird 
was warning him off. 

Then finally it landed on a monument and stayed 
there, “and I thought, I think he wants to be 
photographed, and I photographed the bird and then 
it flew off. . . and that’s in the book!” said Murray.

The “Beloved” exhibit is currently a special exhibit 
at Temple Israel Museum. Contact the museum at 
901.761.3130 to verify post-COVID exhibit hours.

You can purchase the book “Beloved: A View of 
One of the South’s Oldest Jewish Cemeteries 
as Photographed by Murray Riss” from the 
Temple Israel Gift Shop, from novel. bookstore 
(novelmemphis.com), from Amazon.com or 
barnesandnoble.com.
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Take a Cavalier King Charles Spaniel / Shih Tzu 
mama and Poodle father and you get Ace! The 
smart and cuddly Cava Tzu Poo is quite the 
bundle of joy. His hoomans, Lynn and Jerry 
Eisenstatt, absolutely adore him.

Lynn had a black Cocker Spaniel named Ace 
when she was a child. Since the new dog 
reminded her of him, she wanted to honor the 
original and call the new one an Ace Deuce!

Wherever did they find him? “We were looking 
on a rescue website at a different black Poodle 
mix, but he was rescued while we were asking 
questions,” said mom Lynn. “The family 
mentioned that they had a litter from the same 
father. They sent us a video of the two-week-
old pups, and we picked out Ace from the 
start because we love his eyes and thought he 
looked so smart.”

Obviously, it was love at first sight.

What’s not to love? Ace completed three levels 
of training with Greg at Pet Smart, so he’s like a 
college graduate! “He was so easy to train and 
has a very large vocabulary,” says Lynn. “He 

welcomes guests to our home like they are rock 
stars and has been waiting his whole life for 
them to visit!”

A day in the life… Ace starts with his morning 
ritual of sitting on the patio while dad enjoys 
his coffee. Then, he runs to the bedroom and 
wakes Mom with tons of puppy kisses! His days 
are filled with adventure… he loves looking out 
the window on car rides. Hollywood Feed is 
his favorite place to shop, because he knows 
that’s where his iced cookie treats come from. 
He loves strolling along the bluffs in Downtown 
Memphis and stopping to see his daddy at 
MyEyeDr and Rida at The Peanut Shoppe! 
When he’s not busy with that, Ace can usually 
be found in his bed on his mom’s desk at Rick 
O’Leary Sales and Marketing. He makes sure 
everyone is working hard!

When mom and dad go away, he gets excited to 
stay with his Mimi and Poppie, and occasionally 
family or friends stay at his house with him.

Best Hair Days
Ace’s handsome style are the handiwork of 
Aussie Pet Mobile Grooming Service.

Favorite Doc
Dr. Norris McGehee at McGehee Clinic for 
Animals keeps his health in tip-top shape.

Favorite Holiday
Such a mensch… Ace loves Hanukkah time! 
“He gets so excited when we start putting out 
presents and always knows which stack is 
his,” said Lynn. “He insists on being picked up 
during the candle g and prayers and gently 
puts his paw on our hand while we are lighting 
the candles. Then he runs to the present stack 
to see what he gets to open!” They must be 
kvelling!

Hollywood Stars Pet of the Month

An Ace of a Pup
By Holly Marks :: Photos provided by Lynn Eisenstatt



In this close-knit community there stood 
an eye sore, a vacant baseball field, and 
Hal had big dreams, one that would bring 
people in the community even that much 
closer together.

“This field had sat empty for about 12-
15 years and was a perfect spot for a 
neighborhood dog park,” said Hal, who has 
since been dubbed the Mayor of Sea Isle Dog 
Park. “Why not create a Rainbow Bridge 
for Living Dogs where they can play, make 
friends and bring neighbors together?”

So, Hal set out on a mission. He first 
approached the Sea Isle Park Neighborhood 
Association, who gave him the thumbs up. 
Together, Hal and association president 
John Behnke, went before the City Council 

to seek a permit. It was unanimous. The 
Council said if you can raise the funds, go 
for it.

“It took two years from the time we began 
until we opened the gates in September 
2018,” said Hal. “We raised $59,000 
in private donations, which included 
sponsorships from Memphis-owned and 
based Hollywood Feed, and others in the 
private sector. Hollywood Feed retains the 
naming rights to the Dog Park.”

Hal, along with a team of volunteers, 
keep the ideas flowing and the park in 
mint condition. They spread seed and 
fertilizer, lay sod, and raise funds. The 
city supplies the poop bags and mows the 
lawn. In the fall of 2019, in a fundraiser for 

Who Let the Dogs Out
By Susan Nieman and photos provided by Sea Isle Park Neighborhood Association

Hal Lovett has lived in the Sea Isle Park neighborhood for most of his life and 

wouldn’t trade it for any other area of Memphis. He loves it almost as much as he 

loves his dogs, Baxter and Sam, and of course his beautiful wife, Kimmie.
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Hal Lovett and John 
Behnke enjoy one of the 
newly installed benches.



water fountains, the city and county matched dollar-for-dollar 
every private donation from neighbors and other members of the 
community.

“It’s always a work in progress,” says Hal as he ushered me to a 
newly installed cement pad with water fountains for dogs and their 
parents. As we sat on one of the currently four benches looking 
out around the 2.5 acres, you’d never imagined it was once an 
abandoned ball field. There are berms for the dogs to jump over, 
three poopbag and disposal stations, seven new maple cypress 
trees and the newly installed French drains to eliminate standing 
water and mud.

“It was Hal’s idea to build the berms,” said John. “The dogs have 
a blast bounding over the hills. Whenever we have a new idea, we 
go before the Park Commission for approval, and because they 
have such great confidence in our association and the dedicated 
volunteers, they approve and let us take the lead.”

“Penny and I come here several times a week and have made lots 
of friends,” said Penny’s mom.

For those reluctant to bring their pups around a large crowd, take 
it from Hal. “The dogs line up at the gate eager to get in on the 
fun,” he said. “Once they are in the park and off their leashes, 
they learn how to get along. They just work it out right away.”

“When I moved into the area, I knew it was a perfect place for a dog 
park,” said one resident. “I’m glad you made the vision happen.”

Sea Isle Park Dog Park is the only neighborhood dog park in 
Memphis. “If there’s one thing I’ve learned, if you have a great 
idea, and it benefits people, you can make it happen,” said Hal.

Bench inscription sponsorships are available. Please visit www.
SIPNA.org for more information, and as a 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization, all donations are tax deductible.
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The Mid-South region’s preeminent 
collection of Judaica also happens to be one 
of the most noteworthy exhibitions in the 
country. The Temple Israel Museum will be 
celebrating its 27th anniversary next year. 
It draws visitors annually from all over the 
world, and its exhibits include  works of 
artisans from Germany, France, Morocco, 
Egypt, Poland, Russia, Israel, and America.

Temple Israel Museum covers 6,000 square 
feet. The space is devoted to the Herta and 

Justin H. Adler Judaica Collection with other 
smaller Judaica exhibits on display in other 
areas of the building as well. The Adlers 
were largely responsible for the museum’s 
creation, and their original 153-piece 
collection remains as one of the building’s 
most prominent exhibits.

Students of history and tourists often make 
Temple Israel Museum and the National 
Civil Rights Museum must-stop visits while 
in Memphis. The Temple Israel Museum is 

also popular with leaders of museums from 
around the country. They often remark that 
the Adler collection of Judaica is one of the 
best of its kind in the U.S.

One of the most prominent special exhibits 
currently on display at the museum is 
“Beloved,” a collection of photographs of 
Temple Israel Cemetery. The noted Memphis 
photographer Murray Riss spent a full year 
in 2018 capturing images of the 174-year-old 
cemetery. Murray visited the cemetery at 

Temple Israel Museum 
Draws Visitors from 
Around the World
by Bill Motchan

Feature

Megillah: France,19th 
century; Yad: Morocco, 

early 20th century

Chanukah Menorahs: 
Europe, 18th and 
19th centuries
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different times of the day and all seasons, which resulted 
in a variety of light situations. That, in turn, creates a wide 
range of moods.

A hardbound coffee table book entitled “Beloved: A 
View of One of the South’s Oldest Jewish Cemeteries 
as Photographed by Murray Riss” with photos from 
the exhibit is also available for purchase at the Temple 
Israel Gift Shop or at amazon.com. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the museum has one major special exhibit 
planned for later in 2021. Check the timemphis.org 
website for more information.

Please contact Temple Israel at 901.761.3130 before visiting 
for COVID-19 opening status.

Temple Israel Museum
1376 E Massey Rd., Memphis, TN 38120

Phone: 901-761-3130
Website: timemphis.org

Hours of operation
Monday-Thursday: 9 am – 4 pm

Friday: 9 am – 3 pm (closed Saturday)
Sunday: 9 – 11:30 am (when religious school is in session)

CROSSROADS: 
Chance or Destiny?

By Harry Samuels

This collection of connection stories is a follow up to Harry’s first 
book, Beshert, which Jewish Scene readers enjoyed years ago. I hope 

you enjoy them as much as I do.

All of us have the ability to experience the synchronicity that is 
often the result of reaching out to others. ~ Harry Samuels

THE BOYFRIEND
Sharon Tabachnick 

As a young woman living in Kyriat Gat, Israel, I fell in love with 
a boy named Eli who lived in Tel Aviv. We had wonderful times 
together, but it became apparent that he had no plans to marry, 
and although it was a tough decision, I ended our relationship.

A few years later, I met another young man with whom I fell in 
love. His name was Stephen, but he was called by his middle 
name, Ely. It seemed strange that the two loves of my life would 
share the same name albeit spelled differently.

Ely and I soon decided to marry. I loved him very much but 
wanted to be sure I didn’t still love Eli. I prayed for a chance to 
see Eli one more time before my marriage to help me decide if 
I was making the right decision. Shortly thereafter, I went to 
Beersheba, where Ely lived, to discuss our wedding plans. We 
both loved sunflower seeds and peanuts, and we went to the 
Central Bus Station where they sold the best in town.

I remember that evening clearly. The normally busy station was 
almost deserted – eerily so – as we sat on a bench munching nuts. 
Soon a young man appeared. It was Eli who had traveled from 
Tel Aviv to Beersheba to meet someone. Why he was there at 
that specific day and time when the station was almost deserted, 
enabling us to easily spot each other, seemed very mysterious.

I introduced Eli to Ely and mentioned our upcoming marriage. Eli 
was very polite and congratulated us. There seemed to be some 
regret in his voice, but afterwards I was convinced that I was 
doing the right thing. I realized that only the hand of G-d could 
have arranged for all of the things to be in place so that we could 
meet one more time as I had so fervently prayed.

Ely and I have now been married thirty years, and that night in 
Beersheba was the last time I saw Eli.

Spice containers: 
Russia, England, 

Poland, 19th century

Wimpels: Germany 
and Italy, 18th and 

19th centuries
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Family Parades

A recent drive-thru event

Weekly Women’s Zoom Class with Rivky Klein

Resident Susanna Prober celebrates 
her new American citizenship at 
Plough Tower’s 4th of July party

PB&J ladies making sandwiches for St. Mary’s 
Soup Kitchen

Resident Bonnie Jacobson displays her creative mosaic artwork 
compliments of Creative Aging of the Mid-South

25th Anniversary Zoom 
Celebration

Elana Kahane, Sarah 
Bracha Wogan, Sarah 
Davis and Dena 
Davidovics assembling 
Shabbos family learning 
packets

First day of school
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Barbara K. Lipman ELC at Temple Israel

MeFty Youth Group



We  deliver in about an hour!
NEED PET FOOD NOW?


