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Promises and kisses are exchanged; toasts are inspired,
but the feelings are indescribable.

Let the specialists at the Westin Memphis Beale Street
create a wedding experience that’s tailored to your
personal style.

* Select our intimate venue, perfect for your
rehearsal dinner, ceremony, reception or day-after

brunch. For more informalion contact
Lorraine Chatman 901-334-5924
* Relax and rejuvenate in our guestrooms and suites R

featuring Westin’s Heavenly Bed for friends and family.
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B’nai Mitzvot
Wedding Receptions

Shabbat & Stiy,,
Holiday Catering

Sunday-Friday: 10:45 am—4 pm
Call or email Jordan Shulman: 756.3220
jshulman@memphisjewishhome.org
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From the
Editor/Publisher

Dear JSM Readers,

I hope your New Year is off to a
wonderful start. Mine is!

When Larry was diagnosed

with stage 4 colon cancer, on Dec. 29, 2017, we didn’t
know what 2018 would hold for the Nieman family.

It was a whirlwind year filled with surgeries, doctors’
appointments, chemo treatments and terrifying scans.

On October 4, 2018, one month before his 60th birthday,
Larry rang the bell at West Cancer Clinic signifying

the end of his 12-round chemo regiment. The family
gathered for a pre-birthday celebration. He’d fought like
crazy and maintained the best possible attitude anyone
could ever imagine. A week later, a follow-up scan gave
us quite a scare, but a negative biopsy result ended

with a sigh of relief for at least three months before his
next scan. After 12 months, we can happily say that on
January 22, 2019 his scans were completely clear.

[ don’t know whether I’ve cried more about the terrible
news the doctors kept giving us or the end results, which
means we can actually live a “normalish” life for now.
But [ know one thing — we will try to celebrate every day
that we have together as a simcha.

There are several simchas within this issue that merit
reading. And it is my hope that in every issue we can
share more special moments with you.

Whether it’s a wedding, bar/bat mitzvah, special
birthday or you just rang the bell at your last chemo
appointment. We are happy to share your most exciting
celebrations.

So keep sending us suggestions. Please continue to tell
our advertisers how much you appreciate their support
of Jewish Scene Magazine. There are not very many
cities that can boast about having a full-color JEWISH
MAGAZINE in their communities.

And if you’d rather have your copy delivered to your
home rather than picking it up at one of our 55+
locations, please send your check of $18 to Jewish Scene
Magazine, 1703 Tamhaven Ct., Cordova, TN 38016.

Shalom and Happy 2019!

(”:}ﬁ{w/xc 7:’2"“"’“"”

Susan C. Nieman - Publisher/Editor
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® Litigation
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Shoshana Cenker, a native Memphian, is a
freelance content writer, copywriter, editor,
proofreader and marketing consultant. She was
one of Jewish Scene Magazine’s first writers
when it began in 2006. Shoshana’s happy fam
includes twin boys, Aiden and Akiva, and a
daughter, Lyla, plus pups, Dreidel and Memphis.
She can be reached at this (admittedly archaic)
email address: shoshcenker@hotmail.com.

Kt‘h L ST

Vick Patel is the owner of Great Wines &
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interest in non-profit organizations. He’s an
amateur musician, gardener, chef, photographer
and community activist. He lives in East
Memphis with his wife and two daughters.
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Rabbi Akiva Males relocated to Memphis with
his wife, Layala, in the summer of 2016 to serve
as the Rabbi of Young Israel of Memphis. He can
be reached at rabbi@yiom.org

Melinda Lejman is a creative and technical
freelance writer living in Memphis with

her husband and three children. She loves
coffee, chocolate, and is an expert in the art of
imperfect parenting.
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Arts & Entertainment

Yehezkel Lazarov Fiddler on the Roof, the classic

as Tevye and iconic musical tale of family,
tradition, faith and love, sings and
dances its way into Memphis this
March at the Orpheum Theatre. The
original production won 10 Tony
Awards, including a special Tony
for the longest-running Broadway
musical of all time. Mel Weyn
who plays Tzeitel and Jesse Weil
who plays Motel answered a few
questions for us before the sun rises
on this newly updated production.

g

Jewish Scene: Tell us about your
professional experience and
background.

Mel Weyn: I grew up wanting

to perform. Growing up outside

of Atlanta, I participated in

" community theater and was in

every school show I could possibly

f be in. I ended up going to Webster
L . University in St. Louis and

graduated from their Conservatory

Program with a BFA in Acting. I

moved to NYC in the fall of 2014,

and I’ve been doing regional work

since then. Last year, I was on the

national tour of The Sound of Music.

| Jesse Weil: I grew up outside
L of New York City. [ remember
going to shows with my family
and gradually falling in love with
theater. By the time I graduated
from Brown University in 2016, it
had become my primary interest.
Since then, I’ve been involved
with mostly new works in the New
York area, so this tour has been a
new experience and a gift!

When was the first time you saw
Fiddler on the Roof, and did it have
J an impact on you?

MW: When [ was little, I remember
seeing the movie of Fiddler on the
Roof. My grandma always loved

Fiddler on the Roof |Gsaa

JW: I remember seeing Alfred
[ Molina as Tevye on Broadway in
2004. I’m sure I saw the movie
1 S a a C a e before [then] - my parents
(particularly my mom) grew up
with Fiddler. My family loves
¢ musicals and is very [traditionally]
r e m e m 1 S Jewish, so, short of being a doctor,
u this is pretty much the dream for
my Mom.

Fiddler debuted on Broadway in

By Shoshana Cenker :: Photos by Joan Marcus 1964, what’s new and different
about this revival production of
Fiddler?

MW: I wish we could go back in
time to see the original cast on
Broadway in 1964 to really tell you.

———— .
w— — o
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JW: Agreed! That said, our




Mel Weyn as Tzeitel and Jesse
Weil as Motel

production does a great job of paying homage

to the original production, while also exploring
a lot of new elements. Hofesh Shechter’s
choreography honors Jerome Robbins’ iconic
work but explores something a little more
pedestrian and contemporary. The image of the
Fiddler on the roof is in itself is deconstructed.
The design is a bit more minimalistic. The whole
production tries to focus on the story.

Do you think this new production of the iconic
musical will speak to younger generations?

JW: 1do! At its heart, it’s a story about family
politics and how othering [to view or treat a
person or group of people as intrinsically different
from and alien to oneself; the mental exclusion of
those who do not fit the norm of the social group,
believing they belong to a subordinate social
category] happens — themes that are really
timeless. I also think that this particular
production does an excellent job of actually
putting the show in the context of today’s world.

MW: Totally. I also think that it’s going to speak
to young women in a new way in 2018 — how
these daughters defy the traditions of the time
and speak out about what they truly want,

even if it’s against the social norm. I find that
element really inspiring about our show.

Fiddler is one of the most well-known and
celebrated shows, how does it feel to fill such
big shoes of those who previously starred in it?

MW: It’s pretty surreal honestly. There are
days I pinch myself, asking how I got here and
how I got to play such an iconic role. I had

the privilege of meeting up with Alexandra
Silber who played Tzeitel in the 2015 revival
production on Broadway when we were in

Chicago. I was so humbled by her generosity
and kindness and so happy to be carrying

the Tzeitel torch, as she called it. And we are
surrounded by the most giving and wonderful
cast. I love getting to do the show every
night with these people. Focusing on those
relationships helps keep my feet on the
ground.

JW: As much as I can, I try not to think about

it. When I allow my mind to wander in that
direction, I can get really fixated on other
people’s expectations — and a lot of people have
them because this show and these parts are so
iconic. I do my best to focus on the script and
the people in front of me. That’s how I feel the
greatest connection to the story — and through
that - to the audience.

Fiddler was the first musical ever to surpass
3,000 performances and has received
numerous Tony nominations and awards, why
do you think it’s continued to remain such a
popular and adored show?

MW: I think that it stays so popular because it
is a timeless message of balancing life and love
-one that is told in such a human and relatable
way. The score is also iconic. [ knew “Sunrise
Sunset” and “If I Were a Rich Man” as their
own entities before I ever knew they were from
Fiddler on the Roof.

JW: It’s a universal story. The relationships
within and around the family are recognizable
and relatable. And it explores how othering and,
ultimately persecution/refugee-ism, happens in a

Continued on 10—
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Arts & Entertainment

way that is really human. We have all otherized and been otherized in
small ways. It’s really compelling and important to experience that
in the show, and then watch that garner momentum and become
something more and more malevolent. Especially because the end
result — expulsion and diaspora - has become such an important
issue in both domestic and international politics. It’s also just a very
well-crafted play. The music is both catchy and smart, and the scenes
are incredibly dynamic.

You’ve both been in several highly acclaimed shows, what does
it mean to you to be part of Fiddler?

JW: It’s a joy to be part of a show that people already have such
love for. You can feel it in the audience every night. Wherever we
are, it feels like the audience is really rooting for us. That has been
unique and wonderful.

MW: Oh definitely. The response from the audience is sometimes
overwhelming. I feel so lucky to get to tell this story every night.

What'’s it like to be part of a travelling show?

MW: Personally, I love it. I love to travel and explore new cities
that I’ve never been to before. It also keeps the show fresh - yes,
we are doing Fiddler eight times a week, but each city adds a new
element or dynamic. Whether it’s a change with something in the
venue or the town we are in or the people we interact with - there
is always something to discover.

JW: Absolutely - having to always figure out the show in a new space
with a new audience keeps it exciting! And it’s a gift to share this
story with so much of the country. In some places, we’re exposing
communities to a lot of new information about Jewish traditions and
history. I’m hopeful that helps promote understanding and empathy
- even outside of the parameters of this show.

Aside from Fiddler, what are some of your favorite musicals?
JW: Passing Strange and Company.

MW: Oh man - I love a lot. Hair, Gypsy, Sunday in the Park with
George, Carousel, The Band’s Visit... the list goes on.

Fiddler on the Roof at Orpheum Theatre Memphis
March 19-24, 2019 ¢ Tickets: $25 - S125
orpheum-memphis.com/event/fiddler-on-the-roof-2019
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By Vik Patel

So... you’re getting married. Mazel tov! With all the decisions you have to make,
you will inevitably come to the big question: How much wine should I serve?

Here are a few options to consider
when looking at your preference
and budget:

- Open bar: Calculate one bottle
of wine per seven guests. It
averages out well, because some
people will drink more, while
others may only take a few sips.

- Table wines: Serve two bottles of
wine per table: one red and one
white/rose.

- The Season: White and rose
wines are most served in spring
and summer, while red wines are
enjoyed during fall and winter.

+ Meat, chicken, fish, dairy, ora
buffet meal.

Read on for our Favorite Picks:

Pre-Chuppah Kabbalas Panim/

Chossens Tish (Groom’s Reception) !

Start the festivities with sparkling
champagne such as Drappier Carte
d’Or, a white wine produced from
pinot noir grapes with fresh red
fruit overtones.

Alternatively, offer a high-end red
wine like Shiloh Mosaic 2014, a
bold but smooth Israeli blend with
a deep purple color and packed
with red to black fruit flavors.
Whiskey is also a popular choice.
Plan $45-S60 a bottle.

Under the Chuppah

Here, wine plays a central role
when the bride and groom
officially becomes a couple. The
officiant recites two blessings,
hagafen and kiddushin and the
rabbi/officiant, groom and bride
each take a sip. After reading the
ketubah (wedding contract) and
recite the Sheva Brachot (seven
blessings), the bride and groom
take another sip, the glass is

i broken, and everyone happily
: shouts “mazel tov!”

White wine avoids staining
the bride’s dress. Try the
crisp Hagafen Sauvignon Blanc

: 2017 for its buttery smooth lemon,

grapefruit and kiwi taste. For a
Red/Rose, taste the Dalton Canaan
Red 2016. The flavor is medium-
bodied with forest fruit, berries,

i subtle spice and just a hint of

vanilla. Plan $15-$25 a bottle.

Reception: Dinner/Dancing
Full/Partial Open Bar versus Table

: Wines. Plan about S10-15/bottle.

Option 1: Full/Partial Open Bar
For Spring/Summer weddings,
dance the night away with Casa
de Cielo Chardonnay 2017 and
Baron Herzog Rose of Cabernet,
both best served chilled. The
chardonnay is light and fun, the
perfect choice for a light dairy,

¢ fish or chicken course. The rose is

elegant, with notes of strawberries
and craisins.

¢ For Fall/Winter weddings, try Casa
i de Cielo Reserve Carmenere 2017,

arich red wine with red fruit notes
that are layered with tobacco

and spice, and Carmel Selected
Cabernet Sauvignon that offers

! blackcurrant and berry flavors and

an aromatic experience that will
match quality meat dishes.

i Option 2: Wines for the Table

Salad course | Festa D’Estate
Moscato 2016 is a fun, easy
drinking sparkling sweet wine
from Italy.

i Soup | Elvi Vina Encina Rose
: 2017, 2 100% syrah wine, a

i refreshing rose from Spain that
: contains cherries, strawberries

and subtle floral notes for a
nicely structured wine.

Main course (3 Options)

i Fish | Borgo Reale Rose 2017

is a smooth rose with delicate
floral aromas infused with
honey, opening to notes of
red raspberry, cherry, apricot,

i nectarine, and peach.

Chicken | Baron Herzog
Chardonnay contains tropical
fruit, citrus, apple, soft peach, and

i a hint of vanilla.

Meat | Chateau Les Riganes
Bordeaux 2016 is a smooth
medium-bodied red with clean

i flavors of forest, earth, blackberry,

and blueberry. Open an hour or
two before serving to allow the
flavor to mature fully.

¢ Dessert:

A sweet wine like Teperberg Red
Moscato or an elegant liqueur
like the Blue Mountain Caribbean

i Coffee Liqueur will play nicely
: with cake and other treats. Plan

$10-35 a bottle.

Sheva Brachot
End the evening with a quality

! wine when remaining guests

make take a sip after the bride
and groom. Top off the evening
on a smooth and velvety note

i with Herzog Special Reserve

Cabernet Sauvignon Alexander
Valley 2015, a delicious well-
balanced wine from California’s
Napa Valley layered with berries,

: mocha and vanilla. Plan about
i $35-S40 a bottle.

Celebration
of Life

Family and friends surprised
Larry Nieman 30 days before his
60th birthday with a celebration

of life after his bell ringing,
which signified the end of his
12-chemo regiment.

)
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Simcha Scene

by

Jaclyn Knopf and David Bragman met at dinner
in Chicago with a group of mutual friends
from Memphis.

“It was all about Jewish geography,” said David,
who had been living in Chicago for nine years
after graduating from the University of Georgia.
Jaclyn, then a student at Indiana University,

was in Chicago visiting friends. “We had such a
great time together that evening, went out on a
date the next night and have been together ever
since.” The meeting, friendship and the marriage
that followed were obviously meant to be.

Living out of town during the planning was

not as daunting as one may expect. “Thanks to
technology, everything was pretty seamless and
easy,” said Jaclyn. “As the youngest of three,

my mom had already gone through the wedding
planning process, first with my brother and then
my sister. After her incredible experience with my
sister’s planner, Janis Kiel, we knew that we were
in good hands.”

“When our daughter, Deena, wanted to plan

/C 150’0/

Story by Susan Nieman :: Photos ﬁnger Creation Studios

an early January wedding, we were a little
overwhelmed,” said mom Shelly Knopf, who with
her husband, Irwin, own and operate Robert Irwin
Jewelers. “Obviously, that is an extremely busy
time of year for me and Irwin. Janis was incredible
at keeping things flowing seamlessly throughout
the entire process.”

Shelley knew she could count on Janis to
orchestrate a second winter wedding as fabulous as
the first. “Since Jaclyn’s wedding was at the end of
the month, it also gave us a little more breathing
room after the holiday shopping craze.”

“Planning with Shelly, Jaclyn and David was
delightful,” said Janis. “Jaclyn and David had a
general idea about what they wanted, and put
their trust in me, the florist and the other vendors
that were recommended.”

“David and I wanted a wedding that was classic,
timeless and not over the top,” said Jaclyn. “We
decided upon a neutral color palette of black,
white, silver and gold.”

12 February 2019 | www.jewishscenemagazine.com
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Jaclyn, David and their
guests danced the night
away to the sounds of
Soulsations, an upbeat,
fun band that Janis
recommended.
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Simcha Scene

The orchids weré spectgcular and
stood front and centéramong the

gorgeous details featuringblack,
white, gold and silver.

=

After choosing the planner,
location, florist, band, other
essentials, Jaclyn, her mom and
sister shopped for her gown in
Chicago. “I tried on many dresses
at various stores prior to finding
the one,” said Jaclyn. “My dress
was very different from anything I
ever envisioned myself in. I always
thought I would wear something
plain and timeless. Instead, I
ended up in a Vera Wang gown
with a lace halter and an illusion
neckline. I had never seen
anything like it. [ felt comfortable
in the dress and that’s why I fell in
love with it.”

The couple chose the January
date with a purpose. “We wanted
an Orthodox ceremony with
Rabbi Levi Klein from Chabad

as our officiant, and we wanted
our wedding on a Saturday night,
not a Sunday as is customary,”
explained Jaclyn. Timing was key
since a Jewish wedding cannot
begin before sunset on Saturday
- the end of the Jewish Sabbath.
The shorter days in January

allowed them that luxury. g

i F il
Continued on 14 ———) 3 - 1 i -
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With David’s parents, Alan and Karen Bragman, living
in Atlanta, David’s brother, Adam living in L.A. and
bridesmaids, groomsmen and guests coming from

out of town, the couple wanted their family and

guests immersed in a complete Downtown Memphis
experience. “Nothing says Memphis like the Peabody,”
said Jaclyn of its timeless ambiance.

The rehearsal dinner was held in the remarkable space
at the Halloran Centre for Performing Arts & Education
next door to the Orpheum Theatre and was catered
family style by Felicia Suzanne. The Saturday ceremony
and reception, and Sunday brunch were held in The
Peabody, where guests and the couple spent their
wedding weekend.

Jaclyn’s requests — keep it simple and elegant and to use

orchids as the main flower, had even her a little anxious.

“I'love orchids and the purity of them,” she said. “But I
was concerned they might look bare as centerpieces on
the table. When Heather at Holliday Flowers and Janis
told me to trust them, I never expected the centerpieces
to be metal sculptures of my favorite flower!”

The bouquets and Chuppah were a mass of white
anchored by orchids with other floral filling in the
space. “The aroma was amazing. It was more than I
could have imagined.”

“It was breathtaking,” said Shelley.

“The wedding was exquisite and the room full of love,”
said Janis.
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The bridesmaids stayed cozy and warm in !l
their monogrammed onesies.

David and jaclyn with their p
Bragman and Shelley and I

The pen used to sign the ketubah had belonged
to David'’s grandfather, who had recently passed

away before the wedding at 100 years old.
“My grandfather used this pen to sign all of his
important papers,” said David.



Mandly Cassius, Abby
Cassius and Ruth Newstock
organize supplies

Bat Mitzvah Project Makes Beth Sholom First Memphis
Synagogue to Partner with Room In The Inn

Story and Photos by Melinda Lejman

Every Mitzvah project is a unique expression of
tzedakah and tikkun olam in our community.
When Ruth Newstok was preparing to become
a Bat Mitzvah at Beth Sholom Synagogue
earlier this year, she chose to support those
experiencing homelessness and was able to
provide food and shelter for three nights to
women and children in the Memphis area with
the help and support of her community.

To do this, Ruth and her family reached out to
Room In the Inn-Memphis. She was inspired
to choose the issue of homelessness after
volunteering at Trinity United Methodist Church
and playing with young children spending the
night there along with their mothers. “Trinity
was really the first time I realized that people
were homeless,” said Ruth. “Before, I’d heard
about it and seen people, but [ hadn’t really
thought about it, and hadn’t thought about
people who didn’t have a bed to sleep in.”

Room in The Inn (RITI) is “an ecumenical
ministry that serves people experiencing
homelessness” and has been serving the mid-
south for eight years through partnerships
with local organizations and churches. RITI
provides emergency shelter and meals during
the coldest months of the year - November
through March - and is modeled after a
program that started in Nashville over 30 years
ago. According to their website, RITI partners
with nearly 50 churches in the area, but Beth
Sholom is the first synagogue in Memphis to
host their guests.

“The thing that really sticks out to me about
this is the fact that it came from the caring
and the initiative of a 12-year-old,” says Geo
Poor, executive director of Beth Sholom. “She

thought, ‘Where do I actually see a need, and
how can I address that?’”

Beth Sholom hosted the first group of RITI
guests on January 10. Volunteers helped set
up inflatable beds, prepare food, and organize
toiletry and clothing items for the women and
children who spent the night. Most churches
provide meals potluck dinner style, but due to
kosher restrictions, the meal at Beth Sholom
was set up as a congregational dinner where
congregants paid for their food and could also
sponsor the meal of a RITI guest.

The project received unanimous approval from the
board and an outpouring of support from the Beth
Sholom community, who went to work donating
everything from shampoo and toothpaste,

to air mattresses and linens and pillows. “I

think this kind of tikkun olam project is really
groundbreaking for the Jewish community, and
I’m so proud that Beth Sholom is the front-runner
on doing something really innovative and creative
like this,” said Ruth’s mother, Sarah.

In addition to donations of time and resources,
Beth Sholom has supported Ruth’s project
through discussion among religious school
participants. “One of the reasons I wanted to
prioritize talking about this is because it was
clear this is foreign and abstract to them,”
says Danny Kraft, Beth Sholom’s director of
education and youth engagement. “I wanted to
push the conversation a little bit, specifically
in order to build empathy across lines of
difference, and it’s been really heartening to see
the kids get into this.”

While there are no specific plans for ongoing
partnership with RITI, the hope is that Beth

Volunteer Tresha
Mandel blows up an air,
mattress

Sholom will continue to keep the project

going. “My hope for all B’nai Mitzvah is that
they see a unique way that they can live into
their Jewish identities and make a difference,
both in their Jewish community and in the
world at large,” said Rabbi Sarit Horwitz of Beth
Sholom Synagogue. “Quite literally, this is the
time where a Jew becomes obligated in fulfilling
mitzvot, and Ruth has taken that obligation very
seriously. I am tremendously proud of the work
that all of our B’nai Mitzvah students put into
their projects and it is inspiring to see our youth
tackle important issues.”

Beth Sholom will be hosting Room In the

Inn guests for two more nights. For more
information, please contact Geo Poor at geo@
bsholom.org.
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Benjamin Siegel and
Nadav Goldkin help clear
debris from a hurricafie
damaged property:

Memphis Yeshiva Students Take Part In
Hurricane Relief Effort ...

In addition to my role at Young Israel of
Memphis, each morning, I’'m also privileged to
teach Torah at the Margolin Hebrew Academy/
Foxman Yeshiva of the South’s Cooper Yeshiva
High School for Boys (CYHSB). In November, I
joined the Yeshiva’s 9th and 10th graders in a
hands-on Chessed (kindness) mission that none
of us will soon forget. Less than a month before,
Hurricane Michael had wreaked havoc when it
tore through Decatur County, Ga. Our school
eagerly partnered with Nechama (a Jewish
natural disaster relief organization) and assisted
homeowners in Bainbridge, Ga., who were still
reeling from the hurricane.

We left Memphis and drove to Dothan, Ala.,
(named for the locale where Josef was sold into
slavery — Genesis 37:17) to spend the night.
After an early Thursday wake-up call, we re-
boarded our vans for the final hour-long drive
to Bainbridge, where we recited our morning
prayers and ate a quick breakfast before getting
to work.

We were shocked by the devastation. Tall
pine trees had been snapped in half by the-
more-than-100-mile-per-hour winds that
roared through the area. Bright blue tarps
still covered many of the wind-battered roofs
of the homes we passed. Long irrigation
systems were upended in many of the farm
fields. At one point, I stopped our van to take

in the sight of a metal shed, which was now
perched high up in a tree.

Our students split into groups to help at two
different homes. The group I worked with
assisted at a property that had been badly
damaged by toppled trees. The family’s car had
been smashed - downed trees rested atop their
home and garage. Since so many fallen trees
blocked the driveway, unfortunately, no crews

had been able to begin repair work on the house.

As professional teams from Nechama and
AmeriCorps used their chainsaws to cut through
the fallen trees, the students and I spent the
entire day hauling logs, branches, and debris
down the long driveway to the curb for eventual
pickup. Was everything back to normal by the
time we left that property? Not even close.
Nonetheless, we soothed our sore muscles
knowing we had played a significant role in the
effort to make that family’s home whole again.

During the long drive back to Memphis that
Thursday night, I thought of Rabbi Tarfon’s
famous teaching (Pirkei Avos 2:16): “It is

not incumbent upon you to finish the task,
but neither are you free to absolve yourself
from it.” No, we didn’t complete the task in
Bainbridge, Ga. However, we certainly played
a great role in moving that task towards
completion - and for that, we all felt satisfied.
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Rabbi Males and his team after a full day’s work:
Bottom row (I-r): Shmuel Weiss, Zev Bosin, Rabbi
Akiva Males, Shahar Cahana, Nadav Weiss, Elyashiv
Cohen (of Memphis’ Kollel Torah Mitzion) Top row (I-r):
Benjamin Siegel, Noam Cahana, and Nadav Goldkin

Rabbi Tarfon taught us the importance of
getting engaged in a worthy project. Knowing
at the outset that we won’t be able to finish
the task at hand should never discourage us
from accomplishing whatever we’re able to
do. I believe the boys’ memorable experiences
of assisting in Georgia will impact them well
beyond their years in school.



Crossroads

CROSSROADS Not all
CHANCE OR tra(illhogs .
DESTINY:?...... arenande

down. y
This collection of connection stories is a follow up to Harry’s first book,
Beshert, which Jewish Scene readers enjoyed years ago. I hope you Start your

enjoy them as much as I do.
own today. ¢

All of us have the ability to experience the synchronicity that is ]
often the result of reaching out to others. ~ Harry Samuels \"\‘

MOTHER KNOWS BEST Celebrate life’s
AStory by E Kat .

o simchas at the
During the late 1920s when Prohibition was the law of the land, Abe Katz worked .
for the Chicago post office. He was seventeen and the few dollars he was paid to WRJ-SIS’[GI‘hOOd

drive a truck helped pay the rent on his parents’ apartment.

Judaica Shop i,

. ¢ . L |

Joe, a friend and co-worker one day asked, “Would you like to earn some real . . - e
money?” 1n51de Temple Israel. TEMPLE ISRAEL

“You know the answer to that question. What do I have to do?”

901.937.2782 | tisisterhood.org
“Just what you’re already doing - driving a truck at night,” Joe replied. “The only 1376 EAST MASSEY ROAD, MEMPHIS, TN 38120

difference is that this one belongs to Al Capone!”

“Are you nuts? I don’t want to work for gangsters,” Abe retorted. “That could be
very dangerous to say the least, and besides I don’t want to end up in prison.”

“You don’t understand, Abe,” Joe continued, “when we travel to pick up some
beer or whiskey, a police car leads us and another police car brings up the rear. It
couldn’t be safer.”

Abe knew that some states such as New York refused to enforce prohibition and
that the police protected Capone’s trucks. It was a lot of money for the eager
young man, and he agreed. He began driving for the post office during the day
and for Mr. Capone at night. The combined paychecks were substantial.

One day his mother found his large stash of money - six hundred twenty-five
dollars - while doing laundry in their apartment. Abe had hidden it with his
underwear in his dresser. “What’s this money doing here?” she demanded.

“I’ve been driving a truck for Mr. Capone,” he reluctantly admitted, “but it’s
perfectly safe,” he hurriedly assured her.

“You’re going to stop immediately!” she demanded.

“But Mom,” he pleaded, “just let me work one more week. We have a special ' Comfort

haul tomorrow and our pay is going to double.” ‘ Keepers

“Absolutely not,” she insisted. “Call your boss right now and tell him you’re ¢

through. Elevating the Human Spirit™

Grudgingly, he obeyed her. The following day he and two others were to have
driven a truck to Detroit to pick up some smuggled Canadian whiskey for George

- Personal care and homemaker services

“Bugs” Moran. The other drivers met at a warehouse located at 2122 Clark Street. : Scre?ned’ ‘bonded’ crnd'msur?d

Some men dressed as policemen made them line up against a wall where they * Serving Mid-South families since 2001
shot them. It was February 14, 1929 - the date that made headlines throughout o

the country as The St. Valentine’s Day Massacre. Free I n- Home Consu ltatlon

“Crossroads: Chance or Destiny?” is available on Amazon. 901 -752-1515 | 662_393-1110
MEMPHIS-169.COMFORTKEEPERS.COM

All proceeds received by the sale of “Crossroads” are donated to charity.
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Celebrating
Israel with */0
Faces™ Brings
Jewish Memphis
Together

By Melinda Lejman

%
Sylvia'Appleton (photographed and
interviewed)'is among 100s of visitors to
the opening of the éxhibit

o+ wCalter.Rose théll
(photogrophed and
L interpieyed)

The opening night of the “70 Faces of Memphis and Shoham” exhibit was full of

energy and excitement, not just for the subjects or the volunteer photojournalists

who made it possible, but for the entire Memphis Jewish community.

There is nothing more satisfying than seeing
the hard work of so many dedicated people
come to fruition. As the Israel@70 coordinator
for Memphis Jewish Federation, I was proud

to see such curiosity about and support for the
project, but as a Jewish Memphian, I think I
was even prouder.

The project — a partnership between the Jewish
Community Center, Memphis Jewish Federation,
and the Memphis-Shoham Partnership - was
a component of the yearlong celebration of
Israel’s founding. The idea was to showcase
Jewish Memphians who are doing good work

in the community as volunteers, those who
have overcome adversity, and others who have
an interesting and largely untold story to tell.
When Erez Kaganovitz, the creator of Humans
of Tel Aviv, was scheduled to come to Memphis
as an artist-in-residence with the Memphis
Jewish Community Center, Rabbi Mordechai
Harris and Bluma Zuckerbrot-Finkelstein saw
an opportunity to make his visit even more
impactful. Thus, 70 Faces was born.

I remember how quickly things came together.
We had to form a committee to oversee
the project, brainstorm and curate a list of

nominees. That might have been the hardest
part of the entire project, as Memphis is
bursting at the seams with mensches and
“quiet doers” of all ages and from all corners
of the Jewish community. Next, we recruited
volunteer photojournalists to interview and
photograph the subjects. Again, our amazing
community did not fail us - we found talented
and enthusiastic volunteers who literally
brought this project to life with their time,
energy and creativity.

Many of us had the opportunity to work
directly with Erez, learning the art of
interviewing subjects to get at the essence
of their stories. Erez also taught us how to
take interesting shots, trying out different
approaches with us, and coaching us with
patience. When Erez returned to Tel Aviv
we struck out on our own to complete the
Memphis side of the project. And I can tell you
that we were all moved with every interview
we conducted. I still get emotional when I

think about the stories people shared with me.

Seeing the exhibit on opening night was just
incredible. The lobby was jam-packed and
basically standing room only. My family and
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100 New Families’ coordinators
Jessica Sukhodolsky and Joel Siegel
(photographed and interviewed)

Celia Lubin
(photographed and
interviewed)

Daniel Snyder
(photographed and
_inten{iewed)

I took turns weaving through the throngs

of people to get a closer look at the stories
and images on display, making room for one
another. We heard over and over, “I have

to come back and see this again!” There

is something so special about the Jewish
community we have here. I don’t know where
the 70 Faces project will ultimately land, but
I hope that it lives on to reminds us of our
stories, especially when we forget that each
one is vital to the story of Jewish Memphis.

The art is now on
permanent display in
the corridor leading

from the MJCC lobby to
the Jewish Community

Partners offices.




UP CLOSE with

Niki Scheinberg

Tell us a little about your family.
My dad, Russell, is from Memphis. He’s the
son of Mannie and Barbara Scheinberg. Yes,
that Mannie and Barbara. My mom’s family

is from Texas, the same place [ was born. My
parents met there after they both attended
University of Texas at Austin. However, I

only spent the first few months of my life
there before I was shuttled off to Memphis
where I’ve been ever since. In Memphis, [ was
gifted with a younger brother, Dovid, whom I
immediately wanted to trade in for a dog. I’ve
since changed my mind about that. Mostly.

Where did you attend high school?

I attended Germantown High School where I
was in the IB program. Outside academics I
competed on the quiz bowl team and was vice
president of the National Art Honor Society.
My favorite hours were spending 5th period
and lunch in the art room creating and goofing
off with my friends.

What activities were you involved with
during high school?

I am a proud alumna of Kriger BBG #537 in
heaven. I was a member throughout high
school and served in several board positions. I
was the “safranit,” a combined photographer
and secretary role. I then served as “shlicha”
in charge of all Judaic and community service
programming. Finally, in my senior year,

I became MIT mom to one of the smallest
freshmen classes ever: only two girls.
However, they became two of the most active
members of our chapter and have become
chapter and regional leaders since then. I
couldn’t be prouder of the mark I’ve left on the
chapter and the mark that it and my sisters
left on me.

Where do you attend college and what are
you studying?

I go to the University of Memphis and am
majoring in journalism. I’ve always loved
writing since I got the chance to write my first
story in the 3rd grade. I remember that it was
something silly about magic animals, but the
ability to create pictures with words has always
been something special to me. Journalism,
specifically, is, I believe, one of the most
important industries today. It is one of the
jobs I consider to be about, chiefly, serving the
people.

What is your view of Jewish Memphis?

The Jewish community in Memphis is unique.
It is teeming with life and culture and love. I
consider it to be one of the places I feel most
comfortable. The community is like a family.
Everyone knows everyone. And we have such

a passion for expressing our Judaism with the
most spectacular events. I think we are one of
the most vibrant and integral parts of the city.

Tell us how you first learned about Jewish
Scene Magazine and why you wanted to join
our team.

Spending as much time as I do at the MJCC,
I’ve always seen copies of the magazine
strewn about the building. However, they were
always something to peruse as a last resort
when incredibly bored. Still, over the years,
something stuck with me about the magazine.
When I was looking for places, specifically
magazines, in Memphis to intern at, I
immediately thought of Jewish Scene.

Favorite Places in Memphis?

Like a true young person, my favorite haunts
are in the midtown and university area. I can
often be found at Belltower Coffee on Highland
and at the odd indie show at the Hi-Tone.

I also spend almost every instance of free
time I have studying and reading at various
bookshops around the city including Novel,
Barnes & Noble and Burke’s Books.

Favorite Activities?

Besides writing, I love to participate in its
counterpart: reading. Sometimes I find myself
particularly inspired to draw as well. One of
my chief enjoyments, however, is watching
television shows with my dad. Currently we
are caught up in the new season of “Brooklyn
Nine-Nine” and anxiously awaiting the final
season of “Game of Thrones.”

What is something about you that others
would not expect?

I’m a pretty small and sweet person, but
don’t get on my bad side! I’ve been studying
Taekwondo since I was five and I’ve been a
black belt since 13.
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By Susan C. Nieman :: Photos: Pat Brown

Jeannine Paul is an artist at heart. She loves to work with her hands and create colorful

images that express her love of nature, the outdoors, places she’s visited and life itself.

She remembers her father’s love of art and believes that love was passed on to her.

Born in Paris, France, Jeannine is a Holocaust
survivor whose family was lost during World
War II. Alone in the world, she was sent and
hidden at I’ecole de la Petite Republique in
Sevres, France, where she studied many forms
of art from 1945 to 1947. The school served

as a refuge for Holocaust survivors and other
orphans until they reached adulthood.

“We were very fortunate that this progressive
school offered many art forms such as
watercolor, weaving, pottery and more,” said
Jeannine.

Jeannine moved to the United States at the
age of 17 and lived with family in New York.
She ultimately settled in Memphis when

she became the wife of Dr. Raphael Paul, a
pediatric physician. “When we met, he did not
know that I painted, and I did not know that he
was a sculpture,” she said.

The two took classes at Memphis College of
Arts (MCA). Although Jeannine was still taking
classes in enameling and weaving, her love

of painting evolved when she began studying
with Dorothy Sturm. “I worked with Dorothy
and other MCA teachers for more than 20
years,” she said.

Painting became her first love. “I developed
a style,” explained Jeannine, “but I can’t
quite say what that style is, because it is
consistently changing.” Her art is not limited
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Jeannine Paul

to walls; enamels and paintings are found
throughout her home, on furniture and
enameled floor coverings.

Jeannine’s paintings are inspired by her
extensive travels. She paints mostly
impressionist and expressionist landscapes in
oil on canvas, water colors and collages. She
has won numerous awards in juried exhibits
and has many of her paintings in private



collections throughout the
United States and Europe.

If you haven’t had the occasion
to view Jeannine’s work, you’re
in luck. Although she will take
appointments for clients in her
home studio, her art will be on
display at T Clifton Art Gallery
on Broad Avenue in Memphis
from March 1-30.

“Jeannine came to the gallery
and introduced herself early
2018,” said T Clifton co-owner
Pat Brown. “Tom (Clifton) and I
really appreciated her skill and
bold use of color. Unfortunately
during 2018, we didn’t have

an opportunity to exhibit

her work. Fortunately for us,
Jeannine is tenacious. We
reconnected during Israel
Festival in November and began
to figure out how best to bring
her work to the gallery. Each
month during 2019, the gallery
will feature a local artist

in conjunction with Broad
Avenue’s First Fridays. We are
thrilled Jeannine’s schedule
worked out for her to be our
March featured artist. Land Meets the Sky
“Jeannine’s work is an

exceptional complement to our gallery’s offerings,” said Pat. “She takes
landscape scenes and makes them her own. Her brilliant use of rich,
strong colors is a reflection of her. Thus, the paintings feel authentic and
unique. Plus, we are excited to pair some of her paintings with our fine
art glass. Her exhibit will be a feast for the eyes and the soul. I feel the
paintings will draw the viewer into a world of joy and love. Isn’t that what
we all long for?”

Jeannine Paul Exhibit

T Clifton Art Gallery

2571 Broad Ave, Memphis, TN 38112
Opening reception: March 1, from 5 - 8 pm
Exhibit: March 1 - March 30

Love of nature, the outdoor beauty and
tranquility are the elements that become
subjects of my landscape paintings. | like to
experiment with different styles and take
liberties, exaggerating the shape and color
until my painting comes alive and bounces off

the canvas. What | try to communicate in all of
my paintings is a sense of life and a beautiful

moment. | want the on looker to feel happy and
when viewing my artwork, take in the beauty of
the place and enjoy. ~ Jeannine Paul

Feature

Eventful Party Planning

Every occasion should be celebrated

(901)283-1699
Eventfulpartyplanning.com

eloskovitz@gmail.com

We watch your property.
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(901) 272-9028 e |ecorealty.com
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Curt Ward

Curt’s Federation Pledge Card from 1956

Holocaust Art

Memorial Endowment Funds
Leave a Lasting Legacy

By Matt Timberlake

Families often turn to tzedakah to honor the memory and celebrate the life of a loved one. They may choose organizations that

were meaningful, or a charity that invests in research of particular relevance to the family.

But in some cases, families want to establish

a lasting legacy, something that lives in
perpetuity. That’s when they turn to the Jewish
Foundation of Memphis. Over the years, the
Foundation has helped dozens of families honor
a loved one by establishing a fund. Families
choose the name of the fund, the organizations
that receive grants, and can even name an
advisory board to the fund. This unique offering
has provided a way for families to create
something meaningful and impactful.

Curt’s Story:

“That goes back a long time,” Curt Ward said,
examining the faded pledge card from 1956,
showing a $3 pledge made to the Jewish Welfare
Fund, the predecessor organization to Memphis
Jewish Federation.

Mr. Ward was at the Jewish Community
Partners (JCP) office to finalize a fund
agreement that would establish an endowment
at the Jewish Foundation of Memphis to
provide an annual grant to Memphis Jewish
Federation for Federation’s annual Holocaust
Art & Essay competition.

The Kaetha Mela Family Memorial Fund of the
Jewish Foundation of Memphis will provide an

annual grant for prize money for art and essay
winners, ensuring the competition continues
for the next generations of Mid-South students.
With its focus on bringing real stories from the
Holocaust into the light and back into living
memory, the annual contest preserves the
horrors of the Holocaust and prevents young
people from forgetting.

“The Holocaust generation is practically gone,”
said Mr. Ward. “With the rising of the extreme
right, and antisemitism all over the world, our
lives seem extremely dangerous. There was
something that was slumbering, that was always
slumbering. It’s inborn and it’s coming out
again in Germany, in Europe, in America.”

Born more than a century ago in Frankfurt,
Germany, Mr. Ward came to the U.S. in

1937, when it became clear that Germany

was dangerous. He served in the U.S. Army,
stationed in Europe as the war came to an end.
His command of English, French, and German
made him invaluable as the reach of the
German Army spread and slowly receded under
unrelenting pressure from Allied forces. When
Belgium was liberated, he sped there in a Jeep.

“For a long time, I did not talk about it, because
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I felt responsible,” he said. “I was in service at
that time in France, and several members of my
family were deported shortly before Belgium
was liberated. [ went to look for my family. I
found my mother, my brother and his wife. But
my sister, her husband, and daughter had died
at Auschwitz.”

Having made an annual gift across seven decades,
Curt Ward is one of Federation’s longest-serving
supporters. Now, with his endowment of the
Holocaust Art & Essay Contest, he helps preserve
a meaningful piece of Jewish Memphis while
honoring his beloved family.

“I met Curt and Hedi, of blessed memory,

15 years ago through their work with the
Foundation. I have deep respect for him,” said
Sheri Gadberry, JCP’s Director of Operations.
“Curt goes out of his way to make an impact
through his philanthropy. He’s kind,
thoughtful, has the most interesting stories,
and a profound love for life and compassion
for other people.”



Shirley Brown and Irma Binder enjoy a delicious lunch at
the January So-Shuls

Molly Lane assists with the crafts at the Chanukah
Extravaganza

Barbara Blockman, Shirley Manis, and Elaine Miner
prepare for the January So-Shuls

Congregants share their home
Chanukah lighting

i The Sabins

Scenes
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Junior High students volunteered at the monthly Forrest
Spence Dinner
= " I

Geoff Calkins spoke to junior and high school students
about his career in journalism

Students in grades 1-3 performed at the ServiceMaster
Chanukah Party
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Scenes

PLOUGH Below - Ms. Ruth Diamond wished everyone Happy
TOWERS New Year!

Top Right - New Year's Eve Celebration with
volunteers and residents

Middle Right - Executive Committee hosts First
Night of Chanukah Candle Lighting

Bottom Right - Rabbi Sarit Horwitz of Beth Sholom
is guest Rabbi for Fedovation Shabbat Service

A5\

Left: 50 congregants thanked local firefighters on
Thanksgiving with the children presenting their 10 Shul-
made pumpkin and sweet potato pies and handcrafted
cards to the very appreciative firefighters.

Right: Celebrating Chanukah with Memphis Jewish Home
& Rehab residents
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Scenes

oy Jewish Community Partners, which operates Memphis Jewish Federation and
1N Jewish Foundation of Memphis, hosted local SunTrust Banks, Inc. executives
JEWISH w for a ceremony unveiling JCP’s new Corporate Partners Wall of Fame.

il JCP President and CEO Laura Linder joined JCP Chair Michael Greenberg,
PARTMERS Foundation Chair Charles jalenak, and Federation Chair Ken Steinberg in

welcoming Johnny Moore, Jean Morton, and Scott Bendure.

CORPORATL . . .. THEms
@ IEWISH - “PARTNERS

: = i Hamphiis
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PUTT

Memphis
Jewish
Community
Center

\

Seniors enjoy outings ppits
REHAR

and speakers

Welcoming in the
New Year
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MENPHIS
BOTANIC

) JEWISH GARD EN

Tasting menu prepared by local celebrity chefs * Israeli wine pairings
X Live Israeli Music * Exclusive VIP Access * Tickets are limited.
Early Access registration opens February 25'. Sponsorship opportunities.

Visit www.jcpmemphis.org for more information.



