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I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine...

• Gift Registry  
• Wedding Portrait and Ketubah Framing

• Wedding Glass, including Shards Keepsakes  
• Fine Art Judaic Gifts

2571 Broad Ave | Memphis
901.323.2787 | TCliftonArt.com | Tues-Sat 10a-5p





® Contents
05	 �From the Editor
	 A Busy Winter in Memphis

06	�Travel
	� Harmony of the Seas Exceeds 

Expectations
	� Climb aboard the newest sister ship for 

amazing adventures at sea for kids of 
all ages. 

08	�Simcha
	� A Musical Fairy Tale
	� She from Israel, and he from Memphis, 

Eleanor and Corey met, worked 
together and fell in love. Now they are 
a music-making team.

11	 �Simcha
	� Sharing Cultures Across Continents
	� When Corey met Bella after enrolling at 

the University of Hong Kong, little did 
he know that eight months later they 
would be dating and soon planning a 
double-continent wedding.

14	 �Simcha
	� Southern Hospitality Brings 

Northerners to Memphis
	� When Amanda and Mike became 

engaged she wanted to get married at 
The Peabody, where her grandparents 
were wed 70 years ago.

16	 �On The Sidelines
	� Drive and Confidence Push Kayla 

Klazmer to Her Best
	� Kayla is ready to take her tennis 

acumen to the next level at the 
University of Tampa.

17	 �Fedovation
	� The Exodus Project 
	� A grant from Memphis Jewish 

Federation allows Memphians from 
the Former Soviet Union to share their 
stories with seventh- and eighth-grade 
interviewers.

08

06

Jewish Scene is dedicated to creating awareness among the Jewish community; and promoting and 
supporting the religious, educational, social and fundraising efforts of Jewish agencies and organizations.

Corey and Eleanor Steinberg
Photo: Brandon Chesbro

On The Cover

18	 �Biz Scene
	� Family-Run Uniform Masters, 

Celebrates 70 Years
	 �Richard and his son, Robert, are 

carrying on a family business started 
with a little bit of nothing by Lenore 
and 	Morris (Moe) Caen.

19	 �L’Chayim
	� So You’re Planning a Party
	 �Here’s a guide for the amount and 

types of beverages to plan your next 
celebration.

20	 �Arts & Entertainment
	 �SOBO Blues Band… Jerusalem to 

Memphis 
�	� Israeli Blues Band to compete in 

International Blues Challenge

21	 �Arts & Entertainment
	 �Ain’t Nothing But the Blues in Memphis 

at the International Blues Challenge
	� Musicians from around the world will 

gather on Beale Street to compete in 
this annual musical event.

22	 �Scenes
	 �Pillars of the Community

23	 �Scenes
	 �An Evening with Jerry Springer

24	 �Scenes
	 �Tribute Reception for Kay Usdan 

Saslawsky Ethical Leadership Institute

25	 �Scenes
	 Memphis Friends of Israel
	 Memphis Hanukkah Festivities

Jewish Scene  I February 2017       3

Publisher/Editor
Susan C. Nieman

Art Director          
Dustin Green

Art Assistant
Laura Ehrhardt 

Photography Contributors
Karen Alabaster
Ronnie Booze
Brandon Chesbro
Creation Studios
Delbela Wedding Planning
Gruen Photo & Design
Barry Markowitz
Royal Caribbean International
Courtesy SOBO

Editorial Assistants
Emily Bernhardt
Rae Jean Lichterman

Advertising Sales Director
Larry Nieman

Chief Financial Officer
Donald Heitner

Volume 10 Number 3
February 2017
Shevat 5777

Jewish Scene magazine must give permission 
for any material contained herein to be 
copied or reproduced in any manner. 
Manuscripts and photographs submitted for 
publication are welcome by Jewish Scene, but 
no responsibility can be taken for them while 
in transit or in the office of the publication. 
Editorial content does not necessarily reflect 
the publisher’s opinion, nor can the publisher 
be held responsible for errors. The publication 
of any advertisement in this issue does not 
constitute an endorsement of the advertiser’s 
product or services by this publication.

Jewish Scene is published by Jewish Living of the 
South, Inc. Subscription rates for the U.S.: single 
issues $5, annual $18. Canada and foreign: 
single issues $10, annual $36. 

Susan Nieman
901.827.7244
susan@jewishscenemagazine.com
jewishscenemagazine.com

For home delivery, send $18 to:

Jewish Scene Magazine
1703 Tamhaven Ct.
Cordova, TN 38016



Contributors

Shoshana Cenker, a native Memphian, is the chief editor and 
head writer for a media content production company, as well 
as a freelance writer, proofreader and marketing consultant. 
Shoshana was one of Jewish Scene Magazine’s first writers when 
it began. She and her husband Dovid, who’s a kosher caterer and 
licensed massage therapist, have twin boys, Aiden and Akiva, 
and a daughter, Lyla, plus pups Dreidel and Memphis. She can be 
reached at shoshcenker@hotmail.com.

Lynnie Mirvis is a community 
storyteller and coordinator for 
the Exodus Project.

Debbie Rosenthal lives to travel and travels for work. During the 
past 15+ years she has visited unique destinations to explore the 
best of the best. Originally from Houston, her family lived and 
worked in the Caribbean – a life-altering decision that ignited 
her thirst to visit new destinations and experience different 
cultures. Her passion, personal touch, expertise, and specialized 
service ensure her clients’ vacation experiences exceed their 
expectations. Debbie lives in Memphis with her husband, David. 
drosenthal@dreamvacations.com

Vick Patel is the owner of 
Great Wines & Spirits located 
at 6150 Poplar Avenue in 
Regalia, Memphis, Tenn., 
38119. Contact him at 
901.682.1333 or vikalp.patel@
greatwinesmemphis.com.

Mark Hayden has been writing 
about Memphis sports for 
a variety of magazines for 
more than 10 years. For story 
ideas please contact him at 
marktn67@gmail.

Kini Kedigh Plumlee is 
a freelance writer and an 
award-winning journalist 
who has written for local 
and regional magazines 
and newspapers. She lives 
in Millington, Tenn., with 
her husband, Ralph, and 
their two rescue dogs, Bailey 
and Winston. She loves 
champagne and chocolate 
and Elvis! You can reach 
her at 901.834.7204 or 
Kkplumlee@gmail.com.

Susan Adler Thorp is a 
Memphis journalist, a 
former political columnist 
for The Commercial Appeal 
and political commentator for 
the local television affiliates 
of NBC and CBS. She is the 
owner of Susan Adler Thorp 
Communications.
sathorp414@gmail. com

4      February 2017  I  www.jewishscenemagazine.com



From the Editor
From the
Editor/Publisher

Dear JSM Readers,

It’s been a busy winter 
in Memphis. Community 
organizations have been hosting events, starting new 
classes and introducing new activities for all ages.

Memphis Jewish Federation launched its Pillars 
of the Community society, honoring donors whose 
combined gifts to the annual campaign total $50 
million in support of families in Memphis, Israel and 
around the world (p.22). Jewish Community Partners 
(JCP) hosted An Evening with Jerry Springer – a 
quite unexpected speaker – who shared his family’s 
experience during World War II, his career and his 
little-known philanthropic background (p.23). JCP also 
hosted a tribute reception for Kay Usdan Saslawsky 
(of blessed memory) to kick off its first Kay Usdan 
Saslawsky Institute for Ethical Leadership. The first 
class convened following the reception (p.24).

And there’s more to come. Israeli SOBO Blues Band 
returns to Memphis on January 31, to compete in the 
International Blues Challenge on Beale Street. The 
group will perform with special guest Ori Naftaly on 
Monday, January 30 at The Center for Southern Folklore 
at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $10.

Beth Sholom in partnership with Hillel of Memphis 
presents a multi-session “Intro To Kabbalah” taught 
by Geo Poor. The class is open to the community and 
free to students. Please register for the Wednesday 
evening classes that will be held at Hillel of Memphis at 
bsholom.org/kabbalah or call 901.683.3591.

In this annual Simcha issue we feature brides from 
across the continents. First, meet Corey and Eleanor 
Steinberg whose musical talents brought them together 
(p.8). Then there’s former Memphian Corey Cooper and 
his new wife, Bella, who met while at the University of 
Hong Kong (p.11). And Mike and Amanda Druce, who 
have never lived in Memphis, but have such strong 
family ties that they couldn’t imagine their wedding 
anywhere other than The Peabody Hotel (p.14).

As we launch a new column, Biz Scene, we are 
looking for Jewish Memphis business owners who have 
passed along the family business from generation to 
generation. Send me your suggestions! Read about the 
Caen family on p.18.

Congratulations are in order for Kayla Klazmer 
as she captains the ball kids at the Memphis Tennis 
Open in February. After graduating from the Margolin 
Hebrew Academy she will take her tennis skills to the 
University of Tampa.

We continue our feature of Fedovation grant projects 
funded by Memphis Jewish Federation. Learn more 
about the Exodus Project on p.17.

And finally, if you are ready for some sunshine 
and beaches, Debbie Rosenthal has some fantastic 
information to share about the newest Royal Caribbean 
ships – Harmony of the Seas exceeds all of her 
expectations of cruising (p.6).

Until next time, stay safe and please remember to 
tell our advertisers that you saw their ads in Jewish 
Scene Magazine. Thank you for your continued support 
during our 10-year anniversary.

Shalom,

Susan C. Nieman  -  Publisher/Editor
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Travel
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Travel

I already knew it was going to be 
spectacular. As sister ship to Oasis 
of the Seas and Allure of the Seas, 
on which I have cruised and fell 
in love with, Harmony of the Seas 
has all the features of the Oasis 
and Allure. Spanning 16 guest 
decks with seven neighborhoods 
guests enjoy the popular Central 
Park, featuring lush tropical 
landscaping, Boardwalk, with its 
whimsical carousel, Video Arcade, 
Johnny Rockets, and Starbucks. 
She is chockfull of onboard 
adventures that appeal to all the 
senses, thrilling clients of all ages. 

Harmony of the Seas does have 
some new features. For adrenaline-
seeking adults and teens, it’s all 
about the “Ultimate Abyss” – a 
10-story-high slide – the tallest 
at sea. Riders climb stairs leading 
to the slide platform, walk over a 
clear platform suspended above 
a 90-foot-plus drop, to enjoy a 
thrilling multi-sensory experience 
during the slide itself.

For those seeking more sedate 
enriching experiences, there’s 
cutting-edge entertainment 
and celebrity chef dining at a 
great value. Guests will discover 
42 restaurants and bars, four 
swimming pools including an 
adults-only pool in the Solarium 
(one of my favorite places to 
lounge, and have breakfast and 
lunch), multiple whirlpools, 
FlowRider surfing pools, a large ice 
rink, multiple theaters, casino, a 
full-service spa, shops, including 
a Kate Spade store, rock climbing 
walls and so much more.

Our favorite show was at the 

Aqua Theater, where there are 
two new water shows. “Fine 
Line” features extreme stunts and 
acrobatics, while “Hideway Heist” 
is a comedy dive show. The ship 
also offers the line’s first dedicated 
Puzzle Break escape game, and the 
Attic, a new comedy club.

New productions include 
the musical “Grease” – for the 
first time at sea – and “1887: 
A Journey in Time,” a fun new 
French-themed ice show. We 
were most impressed by the 
latter with its costumed ice 
performers in historic French 
garb; the production unfolded 
against a backdrop of ultra, 
high-definition video designed 
to resemble the Seine.

Our family was multigenerational, 
and that’s the best part about 
cruising: we all found things that 
we loved to do. Our older kids loved 
the late-night disco, water slides, 
comedy show, Bionoc Bar –where 
two robotic arms create cocktails 
from 160 suspended bottles and 16 
mixers. We also liked the concept 
of the Rising Tide Bar, seemingly 
floating between three decks.

I booked all of our dining and 
entertainment online, so I didn’t 
have to worry about planning 
anything once onboard. I was 
concerned about our large group 
of 12, but all the customer service 
representatives onboard were 
extremely helpful in making sure 
that we were satisfied and taken 
care of properly. Even with almost 
5,500 guests onboard, not only did 
we feel like VIPs, but also the ship 
never felt overcrowded, which one 

might think for such a large ship.
What else is new? Sure to appeal 

to anyone who wants to stay 
connected is a dedicated satellite 
that enables the high-speed VOOM 
Internet service and a Royal IQ app 
for quick check-in and booking 
dining and activities.

 Harmony of the Seas has eight 
specialty restaurants including 
the first two-story, 122-seat 
Wonderland, loosely based on the 
Lewis Carroll novel and Johnny Depp 
movie. It’s a fantastical experience 
with a tunnel-like-entry, whimsical 
art and waiters in purple velvet 
jackets. The menu reveals itself 
only after you paint it with a special 
brush. All entrees are served-to-be-
shared so guests dining together can 
share everything.

We loved our teppanyaki at Izumi, 
where we enjoyed our chef’s sizzling 
show on the grill. Our first night 
we dined at Jamie Oliver’s Jamie’s 
Italian in Central Park (my favorite 
neighborhood!), where we sampled 
delicious charcuterrie and homemade 
pasta dishes. Then there were the 
Latin dishes and craft margaritas at 
Sabor on the Boardwalk.

You won’t have to worry 
about gaining weight from all 
the delicious foods, because the 
Fitness Center impresses with its 
large selection of cardio and weight 
machines, yoga, Pilates, TRX, spin 
studio, and kick boxing classes, 
and personal trainers available to 
assist.

Royal Caribbean has a new three-
tiered Royal Suite Class program 
for guests staying in Grand Suites 
and higher. Benefits range from 

access to dinner in the 100-seat 
Coastal Kitchen, to Suite Lounge 
access, concierge services, priority 
bookings and free VOOM for Sky 
Class. The highest-class boasts 
perks such as access to a Suite 
Sun Deck, a beverage package, 
free movies, spa classes, and 
exclusive activities such as bridge, 
galley, and back stage tours, not 
to mention the Royal Genie butler, 
who adds a level of pampering. 
Clients get luxury accommodations 
and dining, and the energy and 
excitement of the entertainment 
that the ship has to offer.

Harmony of the Seas is a 
great choice for first-time 
cruisers, luxury cruisers, and 
multigenerational families with 
teens or young children and perfect 
for couples and honeymooners. 

Call 901.682.5600 to book your Royal 
Caribbean vacation adventure with 

Debbie at Dream Vacations.

Debbie Rosenthal is your “one-stop shop” in Memphis for the best in leisure, corporate and incentive 
cruises and specialized land vacations.

901.682.5600 • drosenthal@dreamvacations.com • dreamvacations.com/drosenthal • facebook.com/DebbieRosenthalDreamVacations

Harmony 
of the Seas
Exceeds Expectations

By Debbie Rosenthal

I had the pleasure of sailing 
on Royal Caribbean’s 
newest Oasis Class ship, the 
Harmony of the Seas, with 
my multigenerational family 
this past December to the 
Western Caribbean.



Whether you want to walk down a 
lush, green aisle at the garden party 
of your dreams or plan to have an 
elegant celebration indoors,
Shelby Farms Park is your dream 
destination.

Just for you: The FedEx Event Center 
features a custom designed bridal 
suite. Kosher kitchen available.

Ready to say, “I do,” to the perfect 
venue for your wedding and
reception? Contact Hannah Apple 
at happle@shelbyfarmspark.org 
or (901) 222-7299 to start planning 
today.

www.shelbyfarmspark.org

CELEBRATE
AT THE LAKE’S EDGE
A T  S H E L B Y  F A R M S  PA R K
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Simcha

Corey Steinberg, son of Memphians Ken 
and Jill Steinberg, and Eleanor Tallie, daughter 
of Benny and Judy Tsaig from Israel, are 
harmonious newlyweds, who are literally 
creating beautiful music together – she as a 
musician and he as her manager.

Their musical journey of love began in 2013. 
Having won the Israel Blues Society competition, 
Eleanor, a lead vocalist with her band at the 
time, came to Memphis to compete in the 
annual International Blues Challenge. There she 
met Jill and Ken.

“Jill and Ken mentioned their son, Corey, who 
was living in New Orleans and working in the music 
business,” says Eleanor. “They said he had a degree 
in music business, and that he could probably book a 
show for our band for our next visit.”

The band connected with Corey, who 
arranged a gig in New Orleans during the band’s 
summer tour. “The whole band fell in love 
with Corey. He was our manager for two years, 
being on the road with us 24/7 for 200 shows 
in over 40 states,” remembers Eleanor. “In 
the beginning of 2015 the band dis-grouped. 
Corey and I started my solo project – under the 
name Eleanor Tallie. The music I write and play 
includes soul, R&B, funk, jazz and more.”

Eleanor, who’s classically trained on cello, 
grew up in Israel in a family of musicians. 

She and Corey are now based in Midtown 

Memphis but spend most of their time touring 
the country, having played in Atlanta, Colorado, 
New York, North Carolina and elsewhere across 
the country. Eleanor recorded an EP at Royal 
Studios with Grammy-winning engineer and 
producer, Lawrence “Boo” Mitchell, and recently 
recorded a new single with NYC/NJ-based 
producer Steve Greenwell, who’s produced and 
worked with Joss Stone, Digable Planets, Busta 
Rhymes and more.

After years of working so closely together, 
Corey and Eleanor eventually fell in love, and 
when they got engaged, decided to have a 
wedding in her home country, and a celebration 
in Memphis.

“I was born and raised in Israel, and my whole 
family lives there,” says Eleanor, of their June 
2016 wedding. “There was no question about 
having the wedding there.” They chose the 
Caliph in Tel Aviv-Yafo – for years one of the 
main music and event venues in the Old City of 
Jaffa, and now a popular wedding venue. The 
building is about 300-400 years old, and was 
built in the days of the Ottoman Empire.

“The balcony where we had our ceremony 
overlooks the Tel Aviv skyline and the 
Mediterranean Sea,” explains Eleanor. “This place 
is so beautiful, all we really needed for décor was 
some flowers. But the venue ended up surprising 
us with even more décor on the chuppah.”

The event started with a sunset ceremony 
and moved along to an outdoor cocktail area 
with an acoustic Latin band playing music in the 
background. After drinks and hors d’oeuvres, 
the 250 guests enjoyed dinner prepared by 
the in-house Argentinian chef, “which was 
absolutely amazing,” she exclaims. “The 
reception hall had a big dance floor and a DJ 
spinning some great songs. As musicians, 
who care a great deal about music, we chose 
about 500 songs for our DJ. Normally, the DJ 
chooses the music independently, but ours was 
accommodating and understood that we were 
trying to give our guests a different experience. 
We chose songs from so many different genres 
and eras: a 50s’ swing medley, Israeli classics, 
Michael Jackson, Prince, hip-hop and traditional 
old Greek and Middle Eastern music. At that 
point, we handed out colorful belly-dancing 
scarves with bells attached. The dancing went 
until 2 a.m., and did not stop even once!”

“The whole event was absolutely gorgeous!” 
says Jill. “Both sets of Corey’s grandparents and 

     A Musical 

Fairy Tale
It’s said that music is the universal language, bringing people 
together from various backgrounds. And it could also be 
said that music is responsible for bringing two young people 
together for their happily-ever-after.
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By Shoshana Cenker
Photos: Israel: Ori Carmi : Memphis: Brandon Chesbro

The cross-continental wedding 
celebrations culminated with a 

reception at Minglewood Hall where 
Eleanor, Corey and all their guests 

danced the night away.



Simcha

Continued on 6

xxxxx
some friends from the States attended. 
The scenery was beautiful, the food was 
amazing, and the weather was beautiful!”

Up next was a weekend of festivities 
in Memphis, which included an intimate 
exchange of vows ceremony at Felicia 
Suzanne’s Restaurant and an amazing 
wedding reception at Minglewood Hall.

Event planner, Sheril Greenstein, 
transformed each venue, exceeding the 
couple’s expectations.

“Friday night was so beautiful,” says 
Eleanor. “We invited 100 family members 
and close friends to share a quiet 
ceremony in the courtyard led by Corey’s 
cousin, Rabbi Adam Allenberg, from Los 
Angeles. I wrote and read something for 
Corey. Corey read a poem that I wrote for 
him when we first got together – this time 
he dedicated it to me. We loved having 
this intimate ceremony.”

Guests enjoyed Shabbat dinner, 
watched a video that Jill had made about 
the happy couple as kids, leading up to 
the present; AND also celebrated the 
80th birthday of Corey’s grandmother, 
Marcia. After family speeches, many of 
the out-of-town guests joined the event 
for cocktails and desserts. The evening 
continued downtown at Paula & Raiford’s 
Disco, “a Memphis wedding and after-
party tradition,” says Eleanor.
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They danced until the wee 
hours of the morning.

The couple took 
their vows as the 
sun set over the 
Mediterranean Sea.

The wedding and 
reception were held 
at the Caliph in Tel 
Aviv-Yafo.



The next day, out-of-town guests enjoyed lunch 
at the Steinberg’s condo on the river and then an 
evening to remember at Minglewood Hall.

“It was beautiful,” says Eleanor of the 
hall. “Sheril draped the ceiling, walls, and 
hallway leading into the main room with a 
unique metallic fabric in gold, copper and 
silver squares. The theme was carried out 
throughout the room on the main bar and card 
placeholders. Centerpieces and other elements 
in the room featured candles and twigs, and 
small flower arrangements were complemented 
with touches of color. The three-tiered cake 
was gold, silver and copper.”

“The transformation was spectacular!” 
says Jill. “It was absolutely magnificent, you 
wouldn’t have known it was Minglewood Hall.” 
Chefs Andy Ticer and Michael Hudman of 
Andrew Michael Italian Kitchen of Memphis, 
a Steinberg family favorite, prepared dinner 
served at stations. “The Garry Goin Group 
was a terrific band. The party was absolutely 
amazing! We danced, ate and had a great time. 
It was all fantastic!”

Again, the music continued at an after-party 
jam session where Eleanor and Corey and their 
musician friends performed. “We rented a 
space across the street from Minglewood Hall, 
and brought a full backline of musical gear 
and instruments,” says Eleanor. “Everyone 
was invited to keep the jam going. And that is 
exactly what we did, keeping the performances 
and the music going until 4 a.m.”

“It was a beautiful, fantastic weekend, and 
everyone had an amazing time,” says Jill. 
“Corey has always loved music, so for him 
to have a partner who’s so passionate about 
what he loves is awesome. It’s so wonderful 
and amazing to see my son so happy. I 
could not have picked a more perfect, better 
daughter-in-law than Eleanor. She and I 
were close friends, and now, I get to have her 
as my daughter.”

“I still cannot believe we had two weddings 
on two different continents, and that I wore 
three wedding dresses in one month!” says 
Eleanor. “We both feel blessed and thankful 
to have experienced such a fun and unique 
wedding with all the people we love. It’s a 
fairy tale we will never stop talking about. 
We really wanted to celebrate our love in the 
most fun way possible, and that is exactly 
what ended up happening.”

Simcha

Eleanor and parents 
Judy and Benny Tsaig

An intimate setting 
at Felicia Suzanne’s 

Restaurant

Using metallic materials in the draperies, paper goods 
and even the cake, Sheril Greenstein transformed 

Minglewood Hall into a fairy tale setting.

Tiny details

Corey and parents Jill 
and Ken Steinberg

Corey, Eleanor 
and parents



Simcha

Sometimes, a happy ending starts with being 
in the right place at the right time. That, plus a 
little go-getter attitude, was likely the case for 
Corey Cooper and his new bride, Bella. 

“Bella had just finished her Masters in 
Journalism from the University of Hong Kong 
– the same program I was about to start when 
I arrived in Hong Kong in 2013,” says Corey. 
“While still in Beijing when I was applying to the 
program, I saw on her Facebook profile that she 
was an alumnus of the program, and I contacted 
her to ask some questions about the program. 
We had a few mutual acquaintances, so she 
accepted. Not long after I arrived in Hong Kong, 
I called her and asked if she wanted to help me 
look for an apartment. Afterward, we went for 
dinner, and I showed her pictures of my travels 
to Yunnan, her home province in China, taken 
while I was working as a journalist in Beijing.

“I’m not sure if it was my knowledge of China 
or my love of spicy food that won her over, 
but eight months later, we started dating,” he 

continues. “I proposed to her in July 2015 while 
taking her on her first trip to New York. We were 
married a year later.”

The couple had two wonderful weddings, 
both steeped in tradition – the first in China in 
June 2016, and the second in Flat Rock, North 
Carolina, in July.

The China wedding was in Bella’s hometown 
of Chuxiong City, Yunnan. “It was a truly 
amazing experience!” remembers Corey. “Bella 
and I brought a dozen of our closest friends from 
China, Hong Kong, and Singapore, to attend 
the ceremony and reception. We all met in the 
nearby city of Kunming and chartered a bus to 
travel to Chuxiong together.

“The night before the ceremony, Bella’s 
relatives decorated her parents’ house with the 
traditional “Double Happiness” Chinese symbol 
that is representative of a prosperous marriage.  
Her aunts and cousins sewed seeds into a red silk 
quilt and invited her young nieces and nephews 
to jump and roll over the quilt – a traditional 

Chinese blessing for fertility.”
The festivities were all carefully planned 

and carried out in the traditional Chinese 
manner, beginning in the morning on the day 
of the ceremony.

“We arranged a motorcade to take me and the 
guests to her parents’ house,” explains Corey. 
“I was wearing a red Chinese-style silk jacket 
called Tangzhuang, Bella was wearing a red silk 
dress called a Qipao.

“The first part of the ceremony is to ‘find’ the 
bride,” he explains. “She’s locked in a room, and 
her bridesmaids made me and the groomsmen 
perform challenges and ask questions in order to 
unlock the door and win the bride. Some of the 
‘feats’ I had to perform were singing a song in 
Chinese, correctly guessing which of 10 lipstick 
marks on a piece of paper were Bella’s lips and 
eating Oreos filled with wasabi. Once I succeeded 
in completing the tasks and ‘found’ Bella, I had 
to then find her parents locked in another room 
and formally ask them for permission to marry 

Sharing Cultures 
Across Continents

By Shoshana Cenker 
Photos by: Gruen Photo & Design and Courtesy Delbela Wedding Planning
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Corey and Bella held their first ceremony in 
her hometown of Chuxiong City, Yunnan. A 
traditional Jewish wedding was then held in Flat 
Rock, North Carolina.



Simcha
her. Fortunately, they agreed.”

From there, about 50 family members, close 
friends and out-of-town guests gathered for the 
Chinese marriage ceremony, which was officiated 
by one of Bella’s father’s best friends who is also a 
renowned English teacher in the city.

“Bella and I formally bowed to her parents 
and members of her immediate family and 
served them a ceremonial ginger tea,” says 
Corey. “Her parents gave a speech welcoming 
me to the family and giving us their blessing. 
Then, Bella and I had to perform the same 
ceremony with my parents, who were waiting 
back at the hotel. This symbolizes both families 
formally accepting our marriage.

“Bella says she most cherishes the part where 
we bowed to our parents,” says Corey. “During 
that part, her father read a speech that was 
written by her late grandfather. He passed away 
in late May, just a month before the wedding, 
but he had prepared the speech in advance. After 
he died, Bella’s parents found the speech in a 
drawer in his house. It was an incredibly touching 
moment for the family.”

After the wedding ceremony, the couple went 
on a photo shoot in the “Yiren Ancient Town” 
district of Chuxiong, which is decorated in the 
style of the Yi People, one of Yunnan’s ethnic 
groups. Bella’s family is not Yi, but the majority of 
the city’s population is.

That evening, there was a dinner reception in 
a hotel ballroom. “About 500 guests attended, 

but it could have been more – so many people 
showed up that they had a ‘spillover’ room for 
the extra guests!” says Corey. “The wedding 
party had a Western-style ‘walk-down-the-
aisle’ entrance with music, flower girls and ring 
bearers. Bella and I gave speeches, and so did 
my dad and Bella’s father.”

Next came a toast, and then dinner. As guests 
enjoyed dinner, Bella and Corey greeted their 
guests at each table, toasting and visiting. The 
night ended with a fun karaoke session. “The 
wedding in China was an amazing cultural 
experience for all of us!” says Bonnie Cooper, 
Corey’s mom.

The wedding celebration then moved overseas 
from China to the United States. “The U.S. 
wedding and reception was held at Kenmure 
Country Club in Flat Rock.” says Corey. “Rabbi 
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Simcha

Rachael Jackson of Agudas Israel Congregation in 
Hendersonville officiated the ceremony.

“The U.S. wedding was originally planned to be 
outside, but it started pouring rain and we were 
forced to move it indoors,” remembers Corey. 
“But just before the ceremony, the rain stopped 
and a huge rainbow appeared, so we hope it’s an 
auspicious sign for our marriage. My wife likes to 
say, ‘If you can see the rainbow you have to get 
through the rain first,’ so that’s always been true 
for us.

“We signed a special ketubah written in 
Chinese, Hebrew and English,” says Corey. 
“For the traditional Jewish ceremony, we used a 
chuppah that my aunt Robbin and cousin Jessica 
also used at their weddings. And I was wearing a 
tallis that belonged to my late grandfather and a 
kippah [yarmulke] from my bar mitzvah. My four 
cousins held the four sides of the chuppah.”

“The chuppah, which was hand-woven by my 
sister, Robbin, was made 34 years ago. It’s now 
a family heirloom,” adds Bonnie. “The wine was 
poured into a kiddush cup given to Corey at his 
bar mitzvah at Temple Israel in Memphis. Corey 
had also worn the same tallis at his bar mitzvah, it 
was his maternal grandfather’s, who received the 
tallis at his own wedding as a gift from his father-
in-law (my grandfather).”

Special attention was given to every detail of 
the event including at the reception after the 
ceremony where about 75 family members and 
close friends enjoyed dinner and dancing. 

“All of the decorations for the wedding 
reception, including the bride’s bouquet, 
centerpieces, napkin rings and chair decorations, 
were all handmade out of pearls by Robbin,” says 
Bonnie. “The shards of glass [from the conclusion 
of the wedding ceremony] will be kept in a 
keepsake photo wedding frame, a gift from me 
and my husband, Alan, Corey’s dad.

“The U.S. wedding was intimate,” adds Bonnie. 
“The maid of honor and best man – close friends 
of the bride and groom – traveled from Hong 
Kong. It was their first time in the U.S. The 
parents of the bride came from Yunnan, China, 
and it was also their first time in the U.S. They 
do not speak English, so the best man acted as 
an interpreter and also translated the father-of- 
-the-bride’s welcome speech.”

The happy couple now enjoys living and 
working in Hong Kong, navigating their new life 
together as newlyweds. Remarks Corey, “It’s 
exciting, challenging, and a constant quest to 
improve each other’s lives, compromise, listen, 
and cooperate as we grow together.”
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A special 
ketubah 

was written 
in Chinese, 

Hebrew and 
English.

The chuppah, bride’s bouquet, 
napkin rings and chair 

decorations were all handmade 
by Corey’s Aunt Robbin.
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Amanda Druce and Mike Spinner 
first met while in college at the 
University of Arizona (the alma 
mater of her parents, Cheryl and 
Richard Druce) when she was a 
freshman and he a sophomore. They 
became friends…which turned into a close friendship…which turned into 
love for these college sweethearts. In August, the couple tied the knot at 
The Peabody Hotel in Memphis – just as Amanda’s maternal grandparents 
had done over 70 years ago.

Although Amanda and her parents live up North, 
the couple was drawn to the Blues City charm. “My 
mother and sisters, Renelle (Leslie Ballin), Patti (Bill 
Weiss) and Benita Blachman (Jerry Kelly) grew up in 
Memphis,” she says. “Most of the family still lives 
here. My brother, Evan, and I spent six weeks each 
summer going to camp at the JCC and Lausanne.” As 
a couple, she and Mike often visited the River City 
together for holidays and family occasions, making 
it a second home to them. “We had talked about 
Memphis so much with our friends, we thought it 
would be fun for them to come and see what we are 
always bragging about,” she explains. “We love the 
Southern charm, and since our family is so close and 
we have such warm memories, it just felt right!”

From the charming, downhome Memphis feel 
to the ethereal ceremony, the entire evening was 
unforgettable. “The ceremony was held in The 
Peabody’s Venetian room, and the reception in the 
Continental ballroom,” says Amanda. “Both are so 
beautiful and hold so much history, we didn’t have 
to do much as far as décor … we decorated with 
beautiful white flowers, pops of gold and candles. The 
evening felt magical and romantic, everything I had 
dreamed about.

“Our 140 guests danced all night long to great music from our band, 
Party Planet,” adds Amanda. “We barely had time to eat, because Mike 
and I didn’t leave the dance floor ourselves! But what we did get to eat was 
delicious, including the gluten-free wedding cake upon special request.”

Amanda’s grandparents, Marty and Rosalee Blachman, were married at The 
Peabody way back in 1946. “Although neither of them is still living,” she says, 

“having the wedding there felt as if they 
were celebrating with us.”

“‘The Perfect Wedding’ is how 
I describe the wedding of Amanda 
and Mike,” says Janis Kiel, the 

couple’s wedding planner. “The perfect 
ingredients consisted of the perfect number of guests, the perfect band, the 
perfect relatives and the perfect bride and groom! If you add the beautiful 
Peabody with its gorgeous decor, elegant flair and delicious food, there’s 

not much that can go wrong.”
Many of the guests were out-of-towners from 

the Northeast, and they definitely felt Memphis’ 
Southern hospitality take over during the wedding 
festivities. “It was so special having all of our New 
York/New Jersey family and friends there to celebrate 
with us,” says Amanda. “It was a destination for 
most, but with a comforting, family feel.

“The chuppah was one of my favorite elements of 
the entire event,” she continues. “It exuded romance 
and took my breath away when I first saw it. The 
draped fabric dripping in flowers, lit by candlelight 
set the tone for the rest of the evening. The 
significance of the chuppah and standing underneath 
there with our parents and siblings was a moment I 
will never forget.” 

“From the moment I met Amanda and Mike, I 
knew these two had been destined to be together,” 
says Janis. “Their humor and their feelings for each 
other were felt throughout the planning stages as 
they consulted and included each other on every 
detail. This was one of the most pleasant experiences 
I’ve had when working with a ‘long-distance’ bride. 
Everyone was on board to make this simcha just right 
for everyone – and we did!”

The bride and groom are now living happily in Brooklyn. Amanda is 
the Fashion Director for the plus-size fashion brand, Fashion to Figure, at 
its corporate office in Midtown Manhattan. Mike is the Director of Sports 
Performance at Metro PT in Garden City Long Island. “We are enjoying 
newlywed life,” says Amanda. “Although we dated for 10 years before finally 
getting married, we are excited about this new chapter in our life together.”

Southern Hospitality
Brings Northerners to 

Memphis
By Shoshana Cenker :: Photos Creation Studios
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Amanda Druce and Mike Spinner 
always envisioned a wedding at 
The Peabody Hotel in Memphis 

where her grandparents were 
married 70 years ago.
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On the Sidelines

Drive and 
Confidence Push 
Kayla Klazmer to 
Her Best
By Mark Hayden : Photos: Karen Alabaster

During the two-week Memphis Tennis Open at the Racquet Club, 
surrounded by the best tennis players in the world, she’ll watch the 
matches from the sidelines while working her sixth year for the local event. 
It’s not the most difficult work, she admits but communicating with foreign 
players and dodging 100-mph-plus serves can be tricky. Thankfully, she 
hasn’t been on the receiving end of either of those two, but she has friends 
who have been. It’s a job that can be dull at times or exciting. But either 
way you’ve got to keep your eye on the ball.

“Anybody can be a ball kid. You have to try out, you have to be fast and 
you must be aware,” she said.

Three months later, after graduating from the Goldie Margolin-Yeshiva 
of the South (GMYOS), she’ll be on her way to the University of Tampa 
where she’ll sport a double scholarship in both athletics and academics. 
In athletics and life in general, she’s discovered that finding ones inner 
confidence is an asset. She’s noticed it in the professional players who 
visit Memphis each February, and it’s something she hopes to learn and 
cultivate into her own game. It comes as no surprise that two of her favorite 
players on the tour – Venus Williams and Maria Sharapova – don’t seem to 
lack that drive and confidence.

But, it’s also something that a player has to constantly work at. She 
credits the team sports of basketball and soccer with instilling confidence 
early on into her game. In playing tennis she’s had to find it on her own.

“I’ve got to stay positive and tell myself to take the game one step at a 
time and take it slow,” she said. “As a junior I would win tournaments all 
the time, but as you get older your opponents get stronger and taller. When 

I entered the 16-and 18-age-groups, the competition really got stronger. 
I didn’t always win. So, I’ve been centering a lot more on my confidence. 
I know I’m better than some of these players and there’s really no reason 
why I should lose.”

As a product of both Memphis Jewish day schools, and as the first 
graduate of the GMYOS to earn a tennis scholarship, an achievement that’s 
very special to her and her parents alike – a special bond has developed 
over time between the Klazmers and the school. She’s thankful that the 
yeshiva was supportive and flexible during those days she needed to leave 
school early for tennis practice. Her ACT score earned her an educational 
scholarship as well.

So with those details worked out she can settle back and enjoy college 
life and team play without worry. Being ranked seventh in her age 
group in Tennessee gives her respectable credentials as she delves into 
college play. It’s a division II, private school in downtown Tampa with 
an enrollment of 8,300 but with a fairly sizable Jewish population, which 
was important for her.

The road to Tampa started for her a couple years ago when the Spartan 
coaching staff saw her play at a private camp. After considering two other 
campuses she opted for Tampa over Florida Atlantic and George Mason.

But until those exciting and challenging college days get here, there’s 
still work to be done and tournaments to attend – a challenge that’s been 
made more difficult because she attends the tournaments alone. The 
yeshiva doesn’t field a team. She works out at the Racquet Club and a few 
other tennis centers around the city. Going it alone as a player makes it 
more difficult to be seen and later recruited, she admits.

“We can sign up for tournaments in Kentucky, Arkansas, Louisiana, 
Tennessee and Mississippi, and we’ve been out-of-town frequently over 
the last four to five years. “It’s been quite a rat race,” her father said.

Part of her more recent schedule included a trip to Kentucky in 
December when she entered a 64-person tournament. Many of the same 
girls play in the same region as Klazmer so that breeds a familiarity with 
everyone’s game. So even though she’s ranked fourth in the large field, the 
competition is still very stiff.

When 18 year olds have been playing since they were 7, competition 
levels can be close.

Kayla Klazmer can’t be more excited about the New Year. 

She’s been given the opportunity to captain the ball kids at the 

Racquet Club during the Memphis Tennis Open in February, 

and later this year she begins college. It’s a year filled of 

excitement and anticipation for her – and sure to be one of 

those watershed years in her young life. With her enthusiasm, 

determination, smarts and perseverance, it should be a 

memorable one.

Kayla practices for the 
next tournament.

Kayla with parents 
Barbara and Scott 

Klazmer as she signs 
with University of 

Tampa.
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“You can’t be happy in an unhappy 
country,” said Alexander Ilyin, a 
retired electrical engineer who came 
to Memphis from the Former Soviet 
Union more than 20 years ago. “Anti 
Semitism permeated everything.”

“In Russia, no one smiles – in 
America, in Memphis – everyone 
smiles, “ said Vladimir Voin, owner 
of Cobblestone Shoe Repair in 
Sanderlin Center.

Yet, for Mila Savarnaskaya of 
Moscow, leaving also was a challenge. 
“You miss your friends, the smell of 
birch trees after the rain, she said.”

 These people are part of the The 
Exodus Project, which is documenting 
the story of Jews who came to 
Memphis from the Former Soviet 
Union (FSU) during the latter part 
of the 20th and early 21st century. 
Volunteers are also recording the 
stories of the people who helped in 
their resettlement during and after 
the great Soviet Jewry Movement to 
free Soviet Jews.

On October 15, 2015, the Memphis 
Jewish Federation’s Fedovation 
Committee approved a generous grant 
to the Jewish Historical Society of 
Memphis and the Mid-South (JHS) 
for The Exodus Project to collect these 
stories. Seventh and eighth graders 
from Bornblum Jewish Community 
School, the Margolin Hebrew Academy 
(MHA) and throughout the Jewish 
community are playing a role in the 
project along with adult volunteers 
who are helping to interview 
participants, connect and listen to 

their stories and record their findings. 
Through this experience they are 
learning about this important era 
in Jewish history, understanding 
the impact of a communal effort, as 
well as the mitzvah of hospitality 
and welcoming newcomers and 
immigrants.

Jennifer Campbell and the staff 
at the Temple Israel Archives are 
downloading the iPad video recordings 
and having them transcribed.

During April 2017, The Exodus 
Project will culminate with a special 
Exhibition at the Memphis Jewish 
Community Center, Memphis Jews 
From the FSU- From the Iron Curtain 
to the Bible Belt. The exhibition will 
tell the story of multiple generations 
of diverse Jews who came to Memphis 
and were part of the mass Exodus 
from the FSU. Highlights of the 
exhibition will include family and 
community photographs, excerpts 
from interviews and stories, 
documents, personal objects and 
hands-on experiential learning.

The Exodus Project is a 
collaboration of the JHS of Memphis 
and the Mid-South, Bornblum Jewish 
Community School, Jewish Family 
Service at the MJCC, MHA, Memphis 
Jewish Community Center, Plough 
Towers and Temple Israel Archives.

If you know of someone who would 
like to be interviewed or if you would 
like to help in this project, please 
contact project coordinator Lynnie 
Mirvis at Lynnie_mirvis@msn.com.

Rita Bosina and Marina Levitanus (some of the first to come to Memphis from the Former 
Soviet Union) meet Soviet Jewry activist and performer Robyn Helzner (center) at the Jewish 
Historical Society program in May 2016 at the Memphis Jewish Community Center.

The Exodus Project 
By Lynnie Mirvis

Reprinted from the Southern Jewish Heritage with permission from the Jewish 
Historical Society of Memphis and the Mid-South

Jewish Scene  I February 2017       17



Biz Scene

When we talk about creating a Jewish legacy, it has come to mean that we 
create a way to preserve Jewish institutions that enrich our lives and make 
our Jewish community a better place in which to live for future generations.

There’s little doubt that’s what Lenore and Morris (Moe) Caen (of blessed 
memory) had in mind seven decades ago, when they opened a uniform 
company – Mechanics Laundry – in their newly adopted home, Memphis. 
Not only were they out to create a successful business, but they put into 
place a Jewish business legacy for future generations in their own family.

This year, the Caen’s son, Richard Caen and his son, Robert Caen, celebrate 
the 70th anniversary of that business now known as Uniform Masters.

Moe and Lenore didn’t have much money to start their new business. 
They didn’t have any customers; not even any prospects. But what they 
did have was a dream and the desire to succeed. Moe’s determination paid 
off for future generations of his family. While many Jewish family-owned 
businesses in Memphis have come and gone in the past 70 years, Uniform 
Masters not only endured, it continues to grow.

Today, Uniform Masters thrives with 515 accounts throughout Memphis and 
the Mid-South. In addition to laundering, they offer customers personalized 
delivery, customized uniforms, floor mats, garment repair and replacement.

While building their business, the Caens also made the Jewish community 
an important part of their lives. They became members of Baron Hirsch, 
and Lenore was a member of Hadassah and a proud Lion of Judah. Together 
they were one of eight couples that helped launch the Memphis Jewish 
Community Center (MJCC).

Richard, and his wife, Dale, are members of Temple Israel and the MJCC and 
are supporters of Jewish Family Service and Memphis Jewish Federation. 

And now the third generation of Caens is equally active. Robert and his 
wife, Savannah, also are members of Temple Israel, where the fourth-
generation Caen recently was blessed.

After Moe died in 1967, Richard took over the family business. He combined 
his law degree and a background in industrial management to reshape the 
company that his parents founded only two decades before. Richard knows 
that success didn’t come easy for the company, which evolved over the 
years from Mechanics Laundry Service, to Mechanics Uniform Service, to 
Master Service Systems before adopting its current designation, Uniform 
Masters, in 1993.

“To get his fledgling company off the ground, my dad drove an old 
Ford station wagon that leaked when it rained,” Richard said. “He 
serviced his customers by picking up their soiled industrial laundry and 
delivering cleaned garments. All the cleaning was done by hand. All 
the garments were 100 percent cotton and they were all folded by hand. 
Nothing was easy.”

The future of Uniform Masters is as solid as ever, based on Moe’s business 
model, which laid the foundation for future growth.

While the core business remains the same, the company’s services have 
expanded and its production and service plants are up-to-date. And in 
celebration of Uniform Masters’ seventh decade in business, the company 
recently underwent a rebranding of its logo led by Robert, who pushed for a 
more contemporary image of the company he one day will head.

“We’re entering our 70th year with the same hopes and dreams that 
inspired my parents,” said Richard. “Our dream is that we continue to grow 
our business, not just for us, but for generations to come.”

Family-Run, Uniform Masters, 
Celebrates 70 Years

By Susan Thorp
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L’Chayim

Standard Drink Sizes
One Drink = 1.5 to 2 ounces of liquor, 5 to 6 ounces of wine and 12 ounces 
of beer.
Bottle Sizes Converted to Ounces
750ml size bottle = approximately 25 ounces (regular size wine and liquor 
bottle)
1.5 Liter size bottle = approximately 50 ounces (larger size wine bottle)
1.75 Liter size bottle = approximately 58 ounces (larger size liquor bottle)

Wine
Depending on who is pouring, one 750ml bottle will yield four to five 
glasses. This will serve roughly two to three people in a two-hour period 
depending on the average servings per guest.

Beer
A 12-pack of beer (12 ounces per bottle or can) will serve three to five people 
with an average of two to three beers per guest in a two-hour period.

Spirits
Based on the standard drink sizes shown above, a 750ml bottle provides 
12 to 16 drinks and a 1.75L bottle provides 29 to 39 drinks.

Additional Guidelines
Always make sure you have enough beverages on hand to supply your 
guests. You may know your guests. Are they more of beer crowd, a wine 
crowd or a mixed drink crowd? You can adjust accordingly.

Buy plenty of mixers – carbonated water, tonic water, lemon-lime 
seltzer, cola and ginger ale. Be sure to have the necessary garnishes such 
as maraschino cherries, olives, lemon and limes.

Remember to make a variety of nonalcoholic beverages available for 
nondrinkers. Sodas, fruit and vegetable juices, bottled water, iced tea, 
and hot coffee and tea are all popular. Keep in mind that many guests 
will drink both alcoholic and nonalcoholic drinks.

Don’t forget the ice. About a pound of ice per person is a good rule of 
thumb. Plan a little more for very hot days or longer parties.

When planning the beverage menu for a large party, there are 
a few general guidelines to help.

First, consider the number of guests you are inviting, the total 
number of hours the party will last, and the types of beverages 
you plan on serving. For instance, you may decide to serve just 
beer and wine or you may want to serve beer, wine and liquors.

So You’re Planning a Party By Vick Patel
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SOBO Blues Band was founded in 1995 by the song-writing team Assaf Ganzman and Daniel 
Kriman who met when Daniel was performing at a Jerusalem Rock and Blues bar. That night they 
jammed together and have been a musical team ever since. As Assaf remembers: “I stumbled 
into a small, smoky club and there’s this long-haired kid playing a beat-up acoustic guitar. He 
has a broken glass beer bottleneck in his hand playing slide, a harmonica in his mouth and a 
tambourine tied to his foot, and he was wailing like you wouldn’t believe! It was nothing like I’d 
ever seen…and that’s how we got started.”

SOBO’s inspired blues jams and intense funk rhythms helped establish the growing Israeli blues 
scene. They performed throughout Israel and the Netherlands and in 1998 released their first 
album, “South Bound Train,” which was a sellout. In 2004, the band was chosen to represent 
Israel at the International Blues Challenge in Memphis where they were spotted during the 
showcase competitions and hired to play at Blues City Cafe on Beale Street.

Since then the band has toured Russia, Germany and the Czech Republic and are currently playing 
regular bookings at Mike’s Place Sports Bar in Tel-Aviv. The band ─– Ganzman (vocals and bass), 
Kriman  (slide guitar, harmonica, backing vocals,) and Eden Bahar (drums and backing vocals) who 
joined SOBO in 2015, ─ is an international rock and blues project that integrates American, Russian and 
Eastern influences. Based in Jerusalem, SOBO’s musical message of freedom is known throughout 
Israel for its powerful and energetic rock, rhythm and blues, funk and unique slide guitar. The band 
performs traditional blues and rock classic covers as well as their own bluesy songs.

Recently, Assaf Ganzman of SOBO Blues Band shared his thoughts on Memphis, the Blues, playing at 
IBC on Beale Street and what the SOBO Blues Band has coming up in the future. (See page 22)

Arts & Entertainment

SOBO Blues Band from Jerusalem returns to Memphis to compete for the second time at the 

International Blues Challenge (IBC) Jan. 31 – Feb. 4, on Beale Street. They will also perform at the 

Center for Southern Folklore on Jan. 30, with special guest Israeli musician Ori Naftaly. (Naftaly 

plays with the Memphis band Southern Avenue). Tickets are $10 and can be reserved by calling 

the Center for Southern Folklore at 901.525.3655.

SOBO Blues Band… 
Jerusalem to Memphis
By Kini Kedigh Plumlee	 Meet the Band

Assaf Ganzman (vocals, bass guitar)
Born in Haifa, Israel, in 1969, Assaf moved with his 
parents to New York City when he was 3. He took guitar 
lessons at 9 and by 12 had recorded an album of Beatles 
and Eagles covers. When he was 15, he and his family 
moved back to Israel where he sang and played music 
with various bands. When he was 19, he was drafted 
into the Israel Defense Force. Upon finishing his 
service he continued his passion for music and moved 
to Nashville, then Connecticut, before returning to 
Jerusalem in 1994 where he met Daniel Kriman and 
formed SOBO Blues Band in 1995.

Daniel Kriman (slide guitar, harmonica, backing vocals)
Born in St. Petersburg, Russia, in 1973, Daniel began 
playing guitar at age 12. He had studied piano for five 
years, also played trumpet and developed his musical 
passion in high school as a bass player. He moved 
to the Holy Land in 1992 and began “busking” on 
Ben-Yehuda Street (during the repatriation wave from 
USSR) where he was one of the first street musicians 
in Jerusalem. He began playing at Mike’s Place where 
he eventually met Assaf Ganzman and formed SOBO 
Blues Band.

Eden Bahar (drums, backing vocals)
Born in Israel in 1992 to musical parents, Eden began 
playing drums at 3. By age 8, he was performing with 
his father, renowned pianist Yaron Bahar. At 12, he 
began his studies at the Tel Aviv School of Arts while 
performing as a professional drummer. He met Assaf 
Ganzman and Daniel Kriman in 2015 when he joined 
SOBO Blues Band.
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Arts & Entertainment

Musicians from around the globe 
will converge in Memphis on 
historic Beale Street to compete 
in the 33rd Annual International 
Blues Challenge (IBC) presented 
by The Blues Foundation 
January 31 through February 4. 
Competing for cash, prizes and 
bookings, they will be judged the 
“best” in IBC categories including 
blues band, solo/duo, electric 
guitar, acoustic guitar and 
harmonica.

In addition to the live blues 
performances at the club venues 

on Beale, there will be lectures, seminars, workshops, films, networking opportunities, a 
silent auction and receptions for affiliated blues society members and representatives 
throughout downtown that will appeal to both blues professionals and music fans. 
Individuals and organizations that have helped to keep the blues strong will be 
recognized at the 2017 “Keeping the Blues Alive” Awards luncheon on Fri., Feb. 3, 
with the final rounds of this prestigious blues music competition held on stage at The 
Orpheum beginning at noon on Sat., Feb. 4.

“Our award recipients are wonderful examples of blues flame keepers, each working 
in their own sphere of influence to move the genre forward while honoring its past,” 
said Blues Foundation President and CEO Barbara Newman.

Honorees represent a broad spectrum of the blues music world – from record 
labels, music festivals, recording studios, blues clubs, radio stations, publications 
and individuals – with an undying passion to preserve and sustain the blues. 
Among the 2017 Keeping the Blues Alive Awards recipients are: Baltimore Blues 
Society; Porretta (Italy) Soul Festival; Blues and Soul Records (Greece); Wolf Records 
International (Austria); Highway 99 Blues Club (Seattle); Briggs Farm Blues Festival 
(Nescopeck, PA); Greaseland Studios (San Jose, CA) and WGLT Blues Radio (Illinois 
State University). Additionally, grassroots blues heroes like Steve Salter, who created 
the nonprofit Killer Blues Headstone Project so that blues musicians wouldn’t be 
buried in unmarked graves, and Eddie Stout, who is known as the “Ambassador of 
Texas Blues” for his work single-handedly running Dialtone Records, are among 
others being recognized this year.

The Blues Foundation is a Memphis-based organization with a mission to preserve 
blues heritage, celebrate blues recording and performance, expand worldwide 
awareness of the blues, and ensure the future of this uniquely American art form. 
Founded in 1980, The Blues Foundation has nearly 4,000 individual members and 
200 affiliated blues societies representing another 50,000 fans and professionals 
around the world. With its signature events — the Blues Music Awards, Blues Hall 
of Fame, International Blues Challenge, and Keeping the Blues Alive Awards — it is 
the international hub of blues music, providing music lovers of all ages numerous 
opportunities to interact with Blues music and history.

For information on The Blues Foundation, visit www.blues.org. For information 
on the International Blues Challenge, visit www.blues.org/international-blues-
challenge/. Passes to the IBC for the entire week’s events are $100 and add-on 
tickets for the Keeping the Blues Alive luncheon are available online at www.blues.
org or by calling 901.527.2583.

Ain’t Nothing’ But the 
Blues in Memphis When 
Musicians Compete at 
the International Blues 
Challenge  By Kini Kedigh Plumlee

JSM Chats with SOBO’s Assaf Ganzman

JSM: How did you get the name SOBO?
AG: We started out as Southbound Train. We had a strong fan base at 
the time that liked to scream out our name at shows, but the name 
was too long, so they started calling us SOBO and the name stuck.

JSM: Describe your music.
AG: Our music is happy with an underlying message of freedom. We 
have a good time with it and like to keep it groovy and sexy. The blues 
are a great place to express all emotions; it doesn’t have to be sad. 
Musically you’ll hear country, rock and blues in our original tunes.

JSM: Each band member played music since childhood. When did 
SOBO decide to play music professionally?
AG: Music has been an integral part of all our lives. Eden plays music 
full time, but Daniel and I both make our living elsewhere. Daniel is 
a Web designer. I own Mike’s Place Bar, a live music and restaurant 
venue with five locations ─ two in Tel Aviv and others in Jerusalem, 
Herzliya and Eilat.

JSM: What kind of music did you listen to growing up?
AG: Mostly classic rock and roll. Led Zeppelin, Hendrix and other 
bluesy rock. Eden comes from a classical music background.

JSM: Who were SOBO’s early musical influences?
AG: Without a doubt, Muddy Waters and Howlin’ Wolf. They had a big 
influence on us early on. “The London Howlin’ Wolf Sessions” album 
is great!

JSM: Who are SOBO’s musical influences today?
AG: It’s hard to say, with so much great music out there. Life and its 
trials and tribulations are probably our biggest influence in writing our 
music today.

JSM: What is SOBO’s definition of the blues?
AG: The blues to us is groove and emotion. It can be happy or sad, fast 
or slow, but it has to be real, heartfelt and a little bit sexy.

JSM: As blues musicians, what does it mean to the band to play on 
Beale Street?
AG: Hanging out on Beale Street and actually playing there is a great 
inspiration to each of us. It’s one of the Blues Capitals of the world ─ 
right after Tel Aviv!

JSM: How is it different performing the blues in Israel than in Memphis?
AG: SOBO is fortunate to tour a lot. We play Europe, Russia and Israel 
often. The people are our inspiration and wherever we are, we give 110 
percent. I don’t think it’s any different.

JSM: How did SOBO get to compete in the International Blues Challenge?
AG: We had to win regional competitions in Israel to be nominated to 
participate in 2004 and again this year. We can’t wait to return!

JSM: What has been your experience in the Memphis Jewish 
community?
AG: We made some good friends in Memphis on our last visit and also 
performed for the Jewish community. We will be playing at the Center 
for Southern Folklore on Jan. 30, so we invite all your readers to please 
come say hello and show your support for the blues.

JSM: What are you looking forward to most about returning to Memphis?
AG: The musical vibe on Beale Street and meeting so many wonderful 
people and musicians.

JSM: What has SOBO learned from playing the blues?
AG: That people are the same everywhere. They want to have a good 
time at the show and live their lives in peace.

JSM: What’s next for the band?
AG: We have our fourth album cooking, and as soon as we get back we 
will start to record it. We also have plans to tour Poland, Russia and 
Canada this year.
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Memphis Lions of Judah

Event Chairs, Alla Lubin, Tova Cooper, Shelley Robbins (missing is Debbie H. Lazarov)

Belz Family

Plough Foundation

Jacob Klaven (BBYO), Rachel Mullaney and Justin Waldrip 
(Hillel of Memphis)

Josh and Joanna Lipman

Cooper Family

Daniel Kiel

Jalanak family

Canales Family

Alvin Franklin and Mimi Grossman

Ron and Anise Belz Jimmy and Laura Linder

Jewish Community Partners 
honored its Pillars of the 
Community at an inaugural event 
in November. The Pillars of the 
Community recognizes cumulative 
donors to Memphis Jewish 
Federation’s annual community 
campaign of $250,000 and above. 

The 41 families who make up the inaugural Pillars cohort have 
collectively contributed more than $50 million in support of families 
in need in Memphis, in Israel and around the world. The gala was 
held in the new, state-of-the-art FedEx Event Center at Shelby Farms 
Park, on National Giving Tuesday.
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LINK2HILLEL
FREE for ALL Memphis-area college students.

What’s  
new for 

Spring  
2017?

Matzo Ball Mondays
Beginning Jan. 23 - March 27
Matzo Ball Soup and Chicken Wraps.

 Shabbat Dinners
  January 20
  March 17
  April 21

Havdalah Dinners
February 4
February 25
March 4
April 1

Intro to Kabbalah
Kabbalah, “Jewish mysticism,” has captivated the 
hearts & souls of generations. Some call it magic, 
spiritual insights, the heart of Judaism, unlocks the 
secrets of the universe or your spiritual path, even 

blasphemy. But what is it? Come explore the basic 
ideas with Geo Poor of Beth Sholom

Feb. 1, 8, 15, 22, March 1 at 6:30 p.m. 
$45; $25 Beth Sholom Members; Students FREE

Registration: bsholom.org/kabbalah

Please RSVP to all events so we have enough food! 
Email: snieman@jcpmemphis.org

text: 901.827.7244  |  call: 901.452.2453

Mini-Golf Tournament to benefit 
Memphis-Area College Student 
Activities.

A Family-Friendly “Fun”draising 
Event for ALL AGES.
Become a Sponsor, Bring a Team.

Registration: jcpmemphis.org/YiddisheCup

The Yiddishe is Coming!

Sunday,  
April 23, 2017  

2-4 p.m.

5484  
Summer Ave. 

Memphis
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Jerry Springer with Elaine 
and Fred Miner

Norman Galen, Jerry 
and Lester Lit

Jerry with Illysa Lit Wertheimer and Roslyn Lit

JCP board chair Gary Kaplan with Jerry Jerry and Yoni Freiden 

An Evening with Jerry Springer
Photos by Ronnie Booze

Jewish Community Partners hosted a one-of-a-kind opportunity for 
Memphians to learn more about the dynamic, lesser-known man behind 
the infamous persona.

Plans for the event originated with Memphis Jewish Federation board 
member and long-time donor Lester Lit, who has known Jerry Springer 
since they were fraternity brothers at Tulane. Springer traveled at his own 
expense and waived his standard speaker’s fee, to offer JCP something 
out-of-the-ordinary. Springer shared stories about his family’s demise in 
the Holocaust, his career path from Robert Kennedy’s staff to syndicated 
talk show host, and the blessing of humanity that all people share. He 
was self-deprecating, calling his show a “stupid circus,” but he was also 
poignant, urging people to give of themselves to help the less fortunate.   

While all eyes were on the iconic and controversial celebrity guest, all 
thoughts were on the impact we can make when people come together 
to give generously. To quote Jerry’s signature send-off at the end of each 
show: “Till next time, take care of yourselves and each other.”
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We watch your property. 

You watch your investment grow.

BERT LESS, PRESIDENT

(901) 272-9028 • lecorealty.com 

Health, Body and Soul
Holocaust Remembrance

Israel Independence
Babies

March / April

May / June

Upcoming
Issues Tribute Reception to launch the 

Kay Usdan Saslawsky Institute for 
Ethical Leadership

Skip Rossen, Melody Usdan, Greg Usdan, Susan Rossen, Shelley Saslawsky, and Stuart Usdan

Inaugural Leadership Class

Monica, Bert and Baylee Less

Josh Feinman and Jason Salomon
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Playhouse on the Square
2017 Summer Youth Theatre 

Conservatory 

Open to any students 5-17 interested 
in live theatre, singing or dance. No 
prior experience is necessary, just a 
desire to grow as an artist in a fun, 

supportive environment. All courses 
are taught by local professional artists. 

Register at 

www.playhouseonthesquare.org/summer-conservatory

or contact Jeff Posson
(901) 937-6475 / jeff@playhouseonthesquare.org

for more information

TOTS@POTS
5-6 years old

AM & PM 
Sessions

Jun 19 - Jun 23

Jul 10 - Jul 14

JUNIOR
7-11 years old

9AM - 3PM

Jun 5- Jun 16

Jun 19 - Jun 30

Jul 24 - Aug 4

SENIOR
12-17 years old

9AM - 5PM

Jul 10 - Jul 28

Memphis Friends of Israel Festival 

Hanukkah in Memphis

Beth Sholom volunteers at Coleman Elementary

Latke prep at Plough Towers

Plough Towers First Night of Hanukkah



Recognized 41 donors as 
Pillars of the Community 

for lifetime support of 
Federation’s campaign

Launched a new grant 
program to support 
efforts that engage 

unaffiliated Memphis Jews

Brought high-profile 
speakers to Memphis 
such as Ambassador 

Ron Dermer, Governor Bill 
Haslam and Jerry Springer

Created a new people-
to-people partnership 

with the Israeli city 
of Shoham

Raised funds to help 
Jewish Agency for 

Israel rescue the last 
15 Jews in Yemen

Led two overseas missions: 
Heart to Heart Women’s 

Mission to Israel 
and Kehilla journey 
to Poland and Israel

Brought in a record 
$10.5 million for 
Foundation funds

Raised $400,000 for 
priority needs above the 

annual campaign for security 
and for programs that help 

Jewish families in need.

Inspired the community 
to collectively study all 

929 chapters of the Torah 
in memory of slain U.S. 
teenager Ezra Schwartz

Founded a Hillel 
at Rhodes College

Recruited over 100 
volunteers as Annual 
Campaign Solicitors

Partnered to create 
Lives Restarted, 

a documentary about 
Memphis Holocaust 

survivors

Doubled the number 
of seniors receiving 

home-delivered meals

Grew our estate planning 
professional group (PAG) 

to 100 members

Multiplied our cyber foot-
print through JCPConnect 

online magazine

Convened a Senior 
Services Collaborative 

which produced a directory 
of senior services

6560 Poplar Avenue, Memphis, TN 38138
901.767.7100   WWW.JCPMEMPHIS.ORG
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