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Embassy Suites Hotel Memphis
1022 South Shady Grove Road, Memphis, TN 38120
www.memphis.embassysuites.com

For group reservations or a tour,
call our Sales Department at 901.312.2161

or email: mempe_ds@hilton.com  

OUR 
ADDED 
VALUE 
INCLUDES: 
• Co  mplimentary 
cooked-to-order 
breakfast and 
Evening Reception

• Complimentary 
daily airport 
shuttle service

• Contemporary 
designed suites with 
refrigerators, 
c offeemakers and 
microwaves

• Indoor pool and 
well-equipped 
fitness center

• Minutes from 
downtown Memphis 
and local attractions

Have your next Simcha at the newly redesigned
Embassy Suites Memphis! 

Experience a new level of contemporary style, professional service
staff, and a comfortable social environment. We are the natural
choice for East Memphis lodging, meetings, bar or bat mitzvahs,
and social events. Our 3,000 sq. ft. ballroom is ideal for groups of
25 to 250.
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Planning your next Simcha Celebration in 
Memphis?

Whether you are looking for space to host 
one of your weekend activities, or the perfect 
location where your out-of-town guests can 
feel at home during their stay, then step inside 
the newly renovated Embassy Suites Memphis.
You’ll immediately fall in love with the open, 
spacious and contemporary style awaiting you 
and your guests.

“With our $9 million renovation, you’ll be 
captivated by our amazing spaces and have access 
to all of the amenities for which the Embassy 
brand is well known,” said on-site director of sales 
Michelle Ranger. The all-suite property features 
private bedrooms and separate living area with a 
sofa bed, armchair, well-lit work/dining table, wet 

bar, refrigerator, microwave and coffeemaker – all 
the comforts of home. “And as always, you’ll enjoy 
the complimentary cooked-to-order breakfast 
and evening reception.” Larger executive suites, 
with extra square footage, are a great choice for 
families, friends and intimate meetings.

Between events, you and your guests can unwind 
in the heated indoor pool, work out in a well-
equipped fitness center, have some fun in the 
arcade or relax with a cocktail in the bar.

Embassy Suites Memphis continues its long-
time partnership with Frank Grisanti Italian 
Restaurant. Without leaving the property, guests 
can enjoy the family friendly, and comfortable 
atmosphere while dining on Grisanti’s 
delectable Northern Italian cuisine.

On-site catering service is also available through 
Frank Grisanti’s. With 3000 square feet of 
flexible meeting and event space, the facility is 
perfect for corporate meetings, family reunions, 
weddings, bar or bat mitzvahs and small groups. 
Choose from private conference suites for 
groups of six, classic boardrooms for up to 16 
people, and the Embassy Hall reception room for 
up to 250 guests.

Ideally located in the heart of East Memphis, 
Embassy’s spacious all-suite property features 
exceptional service and Southern hospitality.

For more information and to schedule a tour for your next Simcha, 
contact the Sales Department at 901.312.2161.

Embassy Suites 
Memphis… Your 
Home Away From 
Home By Susan C. Nieman



I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine...

• Gift Registry  
• Wedding Portrait and Ketubah Framing

• Wedding Glass, including Shards Keepsakes  
• Judaic Gifts
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From the Editor
From the
Editor/Publisher
Dear JSM Readers,

I was recently going through my 
yarn basket when I came upon 
a piece of cloth that seemed to 
cover something that must have 
broken during our move back to Memphis. Well, that’s 
nothing new, since we discover something broken about 
once a week. When I opened the napkin I found broken 
remnants of the plastic cup Larry stepped on at the end of 
our wedding ceremony. “Mazel Tov,” I said to myself, how 
did I manage to keep these pieces for 16 years and why are 
they in my knitting basket?

Today a bride can find beautiful glasses and multiple 
options to save her glass shards, even being able to use 
them as she lights her Shabbat candles each week. T Clifton 
Gallery in Memphis’s Broad Avenue Arts District carries 
an array of unique Judaic pieces by Fay Miller with just 
that in mind. I asked Chabad of Memphis’s Rabbi Levi 
Klein to explain why we would save the broken pieces of 
glass. His explanation on page 11 tells us why we end our 
marriage ceremonies with this tradition. Your guess about 
why we save them is as good as mine.

Our simcha stories highlight the unique and personal 
touches that helped make these dreams a reality. Karen 
Walzer and Josh Mandelbaum expressed their love for 
each other through personal messages and little surprises 
throughout their wedding day. Their goal was to allow their 
guests to truly get to know them (page 8) including their 
Signature Drinks, the Hot Momma and Heart of Gold.

If you’re searching for a special drink for your next 
celebration, Interim Restaurant bartender Michael Luckey 
mixes some of his favorite concoctions on page 14. And 
Gary Burhop with Great Wines and Spirits shares the rule 
of thumb when it comes to buying large quantities of 
beverages in this month’s L’Chayim on page 24.

Sophie Skolnick’s bat mitzvah luncheon and evening 
party (page 16) were all about having fun. By mixing her 
favorite colors with her favorite animal print, they kept 
the fun going, the parents happy and the kids smiling 
throughout the day.

We want to congratulate John Pregulman for honoring 
Holocaust survivors and helping them lead happy, 
healthy lives. Read about his Kavod (dignity) project on 
page 20. Then there’s Josh Kahane who had the honor 
of representing Team USA in the National Pan American 
Maccabi Games this January (page 22); and Jason 
Salomon, who became a Fellow with the Memphis Bar 
Foundation (page 23).

Meet Dustin Fleischer on page 25, known by boxing 
fans as The White Tiger. Dustin proudly wears his 
grandfather’s chai pendant and sports a Star of David on 
his trunks when he enters the ring.

If you are planning a simcha or two in the coming months, 
we hope you’ll call one or all of the advertisers who 
made this issue possible. And as always, please tell our 
advertisers that you saw their ad in Jewish Scene Magazine.

Shalom and Happy New Year,

Susan C. Nieman  -  Publisher/Editor

From the Editor

Yes! I would like to continue receiving 
Jewish Scene Magazine at my home.

Enclosed is my annual subscription.

	    $18	    $Additional Donation

Name

Address

Email

Phone

Mail to: Jewish Scene Magazine
1703 Tamhaven Court
Cordova, TN 38016

®



Within a day plans changed to create 
the ceremony at the nearby Propcellar, the 
venue already booked for the reception. 
Lucky for the bride and groom, they had 
hired a talented group of people who could 
pull off such an extensive feat in a few 
short hours.

“Before signing the ketubah, our event 
planner, Sheril Greenstein, walked us into 
the room. It took my breath away,” said 
Karen. “My parents and Josh and I just 
stood there and hugged each other. ‘It 
would not have been this beautiful outside,’ 
we all agreed.”

Though Karen’s parents live in Memphis, 
Karen moved away for college, and Josh’s 
family is from Indiana. The couple lives 
and works in New York City, “so it was 
more like planning a destination wedding,” 
said Karen whose guests came from across 

Karen Walzer and Josh 
Mandelbaum

By Susan C. Nieman l Photos by Brandon Chesbro

Simply Elegant 
Romantic
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Karen Walzer and Josh 
Mandelbaum had their hearts 
set on an outdoor wedding in 
a Crepe Myrtle tree-lined area 
of Overton Park in Memphis. 
But when chances for showers 
popped up during their October 
wedding weekend, they had 
to make a tough decision that 
ultimately presented the couple 
with an opportunity to make 
the day even better than either 
could have imagined.



Continued on 10

Josh and Karen with parents 
Dr. David Mandelbaum, 
Marsha Tellstrom and Gail 
and Dr. Yail Walzer.

the country. The couple traveled to 
Memphis on several occasions to scout 
the perfect locations for the wedding and 
reception. Karen, whose long hours and 
travel schedule as an advertising account 
director at Laird+Partners depended a 
lot on her mother, Gail, while Josh, a 
private banker with J. P. Morgan, did his 
fair share of Internet research too. They 
Skyped quite often, and everyone seemed 
to be on the same page. When Gail hired 
Sheril, the team went into action to make 
every wish a reality.

“Karen wasn’t the little girl who had 
always planned her wedding,” remarked 
Gail. “But after the engagement she had a 
change of heart.”

“I really became a lot more involved 
than I thought I would,” said Karen. 
“We would talk about the creative look 
and feel I envisioned, and we all made 
the important decisions together. But 
my mom and Sheril took care of a lot of 
the details. I didn’t have a theme or a 
color palette. I just wanted everything to 
include personal touches so that at the 
end of the day our guests would really 
know who Josh and I were.”

“Two words kept coming up in every 
conversation: elegant and romantic,” 
said Gail. “Together, Sheril, Gina from 
Holliday Flowers and Events and Erling 
Jensen created a magical setting that was 
beyond our expectations.” 

w“I was a little hesitant about the 
huge industrial space that Propcellar 
presented,” said Karen. “My mom said, 
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Simcha
‘trust me,’ and I did. It was amazing. With a lot 
of hard work and planning, that blank canvass 
allowed the designers to create everything that 
I envisioned and more. It was the ‘wow’ that I 
had dreamed about.”

In the end they all agreed that having the 
wedding, cocktail hour and reception at one 
location provided the energy, flow and personal 
touches the couple had hoped to create.

“After the chuppah ceremony, it was very 
emotional,” recalls Gail. “If we’d had to get on 
a bus to come to the reception venue, we would 
have lost all of the positive energy and love that 
filled the room throughout the evening.”

The couple made their getaway amid 
sparklers. But Karen just had to have one 
last look. “I turned around and there she was 
again,” said Sheril.

“I just had to see it again for myself,” said 
Karen. “It was a dream come true.”

Photographer Brandon Chesbro from 
Franklin, Tenn., orchestrated the entire day 
with such precision and captured the essence 
of the entire day, leaving the family with fond 
memories of the entire experience as well as 
beautiful photos to cherish for a lifetime.

Everything from the 
details, room transitions 
and flow of the evening 
were seamless. Sheril’s 
presence at the event 

was priceless allowing us 
to enjoy every moment.

~ Josh, Karen and Gail
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The custom of breaking a glass was incorporated 
into the ceremony to commemorate the destruction 
of the Holy Temple in Jerusalem some 2000 years 
ago, following the dictum from Psalms 137:5-6: “If 
I forget you, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget 
[its dexterity]. Let my tongue cleave to my palate if I 
will not remember you; if I will not bring Jerusalem 
to mind during my greatest joy.”

This reminds everyone that even at the height 
of our personal joy, we must, nevertheless, 
remember Jerusalem, and yearn for our imminent 
return there. The Destruction of the Temple was 
the catalyst of all the tragedies that the Jewish 
people have suffered since.

Why remember such sadness at a wedding?
For we are taught that if we are sensitive to 

the pain and suffering in the world even at the 
height of our joy, then when we ourselves have to 
go through tough times we will be strengthened 
with the knowledge that things will change for 
the better and good times are ahead.

But then the question is: why do we wish 
“Mazel Tov” after commemorating pain and sorrow?

There is a deeper explanation to the breaking of 
the glass.

At a wedding, everything seems flawless. Look 
at the bride and groom, all smiles and happiness. 
If you believe the speeches, they are the two 
greatest people that ever lived. It seems that their 
future together will be just perfect.

But soon after the wedding, real life sets in, 
and real life isn’t perfect. We all have ups and 
downs, and sometimes we make mistakes. We 
aren’t always as considerate as we should be, 
even towards the people we love. Sometimes, in 
a rash moment, we may even hurt each other. 
That’s because we aren’t perfect. We are humans, 
not angels. Angels always do the right thing. 
Humans don’t. We even break things sometimes.

But to that, we say “Mazel Tov!” Mazel Tov 
that you married a human being, not an angel. 
Angels may be perfect, but they’re boring. You 
can’t have a meaningful relationship with a being 
that doesn’t make mistakes! What would such a 
being need you for? It is precisely because of our 
imperfections that we need each other, and that 
makes us lovable.

By accepting each other’s imperfections, and 
working together to try and overcome our flaws 
and failings, we have something real going.

So we end the Chupah ceremony with the 
breaking of the glass. Welcome to real life, where 
things aren’t always perfect. But don’t forget, 
that’s what makes it exciting and meaningful. 
And that’s what makes you lovable.

Mazel Tov!

“Mazel Tov!” shout the wedding guests as the groom successfully shatters a glass beneath the 
Chupah (wedding canopy) at the end of the ceremony.

The Glass
By Rabbi Levi Klein, Chabad Lubavitch of Tennessee 

Simcha

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 F

ay
 M

ill
er

 / 
T 

Cl
ift

on
 A

rt



12       January/February 2016  I  www.jewishscenemagazine.com

Simcha

So perhaps you are a bride who has envisioned her wedding since she 
was a little girl, or you’ve just gotten engaged and started thinking 
about your favorite season, colors and the look and feeling you wish to 
create for this most important day. Or you’re the mother of a bar or bat 
mitzvah-aged child who’s into something really important to them.

Do you have what it takes to plan the magical simcha you have in your 
mind, much less an entire family and friend-filled weekend of events? 
An event planner is there to lead you through the planning process with 
calm and ease and offers you the opportunity to enjoy your own event.

Here are a few elements that may help you decide if it’s best to hire an 
event planner.

Time: It takes a lot of time and energy to turn a dream into a reality. 
From invitations and paper goods, to flowers, table settings, chairs, 
tables and décor, caterers and cake-makers, to photographers, 
videographers and entertainers; event planners can connect you with the 
most appropriate vendors to match your unique taste. On the day of the 
event your planner coordinates with each vendor so that you don’t have 
to worry.

Budget: Hiring an event planner can actually save you money in the long 
run. With tricks of the trade, they will work within your budget to make 

your money go as far as possible to reach your dream. Local vendors 
work with these professionals year round and offer discounts not directly 
available to the public.

Details: Oh no, you forgot the hairspray! A great planner is always 
prepared for any little disaster that may seem monstrous at the 
moment. They take care of the big picture too – like ensuring the 
vendors arrive on schedule, making payments, perhaps flipping a 
venue from ceremony to reception without the guests ever realizing 
the transformation is underway.

Personal Touch: By dealing directly with the planner from the very 
beginning, he/she will listen closely to your expectations and offer 
suggestions based on your desires and their experience. From finding 
the vendors, to helping you choose a venue, to making sure everyone is 
having the time of their lives, a great planner will help you be a guest at 
your own event.

Now comes the hardest part – choosing the planner with whom you 
feel most comfortable. Once you’ve got that covered the rest is icing 
on the cake!

Every great project begins with a plan. And all great plans begin with extensive 

research, the proper strategies, essential tactics and unique techniques. When 

planning any lifecycle simcha (celebration), the proof of success is the look on 

the faces of the bride, groom, or bar/bat mitzvah child.

The Plan
By Susan C. Nieman
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Mixology

Golden 
Bulliet

Deep Eddy Ruby 
Red Paloma

Pear Blossom 
Martini

• 2oz Bulliet Bourbon*
• 1oz Fresh squeezed lemon juice

• 1oz Local honey syrup**
• Mix ingredients then add ice in a rocks glass.

• Garnish with a lemon slice.

*Use a higher rye content bourbon for spice qualities
**Honey syrup is 2 parts honey to 1 part hot water

• 1.5oz Deep Eddy Rudy Red Vodka
• .5oz Cuervo Traditional Tequila
• .5oz Fresh squeezed lime juice

• 1.5 oz Lime soda or Fresca

We serve this one over ice in a mini mason jar. 
Garnish with a lime slice.

• 1oz Grey Goose La Poire Vodka
• .75oz St. Germain Elderflower Liquor

• .5oz Fresh squeezed lemon juice
• 1oz Club soda***

Combine vodka, liquor and lemon juice. Shake and 
strain into a martini glass. Add soda and garnish with 

a lemon twist.

***Substitute sparkling wine for a richer cocktail.

The Signature 
Drink

Photos: Rebecca Miller

Whether your wedding or bar/bat 

mitzvah party is planned for winter, 

spring, summer or fall, there’s always 

a beverage in season to match your 

taste. Check out these suggestions from 

mixology specialist Michael Luckey at 

Interim Restaurant in Memphis.
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HOME IS WHERE THE “ART’ IS 

March 20, 2016 
2:00 pm ‐ 5:00 pm 

Memphis Jewish Home & Rehab 
36 Bazeberry Road 

 

“Art washes away from the soul the 
dust of everyday life.”  ― Pablo Picasso 

 

“Art enables us to nd ourselves and 
lose ourselves at the same �me.”               

―Thomas Merton 
 

Having  beau�ful  art  in  your  home  adds  so 
much  to  your  surroundings.    It  can  be        
soothing,  energizing,  thought  provoking,  or 
just add brightness to your day.   
 
Wouldn’t  it  be  fabulous  to  have  the  same 
effect  for  the  seniors  at  Memphis  Jewish 
Home & Rehab?   
 
Save  the date and  join us  for Home  Is Where 
the Art Is when you can purchase art for your 
home and help ad art to the Home. 

 
 

For more informa�on, contact Joel Ashner at      
901‐756‐3273  

or jashner@memphisjewishhome.org. 
 

Please join us in celebrating the 

Dixon Gallery and Gardens 
40th anniversary.

Monday, February 1, 4:00pm - 7:00pm

Dixon Gallery and Gardens
4339 Park Avenue Memphis, TN 38117

Performance by Opera Memphis 

Musical entertainment by DJ Witnesse

Small bites, cake, and beverages will be served

Free admission | All ages welcome

1976 - 2016



Sophie Skolnick loves zebras, is passionate 
about dance and enjoys working with little 
kids – a perfect combo for mixing mitzvahs 
with celebrations.

Sophie, along with dad Larry Skolnick, had a 
vision for her special day but needed someone 
to guide them to achieve the end result. Larry 
asked event planner Janis Kiel, whom he 
had met through a MJCC event, to step in to 
coordinate and bring it all together.

Janis took her cue from everything about 
Sophie. “Sophie is a beautiful young lady 
whose passion for zebras is accentuated in her 
bedroom, her clothes, and even her thoughts 
are all about these beautiful black and white 
creatures,” said Janis. “Hence the theme, Wild 
About Sophie.”

“Zebras have been her favorite animal since 
I can remember,” said Larry. “Along with her 
love of hot pink and purple, it was the perfect 
choice for her bat mitzvah luncheon and 
evening party.

“Sophie has also been dancing since she 
was three years old,” said Larry. “It was a 
natural fit for her to want to teach ballet to 
young children at the Markell School of Dance 
for her mitzvah project.”

“I was able to combine my love of dance 
with my love of working with little kids and 
enjoyed sharing my passion with them,” said 
Sophie.

Since the bat mitzvah ceremony, luncheon 
and evening party were all held at Temple 
Israel, it was easy for Janis, with the help of 
the professionals at Holliday Flowers and 
Events, to transform the beautiful black and 
white room with compliments of hot pink and 
purple into a Wild About Sophie party using 
Zebra accents.

The guest list included many friends 
from Bornblum Jewish Community School, 
Hutchinson School, where Sophie attends 
seventh grade, and kids from the JCC. “We 
brought in small tables to give it a feeling of 
a kid’s lounge area,” said Janis. “And Marcy 
Millman Productions provided party props to 
create images inspired by the zebra print that 
each guest could take home.”

“We like to use a green screen at bar and 
bat mitzvah parties to customize each event 
and because so many kids can take photos 
together,” explained Marcy Millman. “We can 
print out a photo in just 20 seconds, and the 
kids have so much fun dressing up in our crazy 

W i l d  A b o u t 

Sophie
By Susan C. Nieman l Photography by Joanna Harris/Marcy Millman Productions

xx
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props.” Props included pink boas, zebra-print 
and other crazy hats, blow-up guitars, funny 
glasses and tiaras. Marcy estimated that the 
kids took home between 700 and 800 photos 
that evening. Prior to the event, Marcy also 
created an eight-minute video montage of 
Sophie so that guests could sit and watch the 
show as after-dinner entertainment.

“Larry is one of the most organized and 
detailed people I’ve ever had the pleasure to 

work with,” said Janis. “I adored working with 
him and Sophie, but I was even more delighted 
to see Sophie’s dream come true.”

The highlight of the evening was Sophie’s 
introduction as a bat mitzvah as she was rolled 
into the party atop a life-sized zebra from 
White Door Events waving to all of her friends 
and family.

To sum it all up, “The most exciting part of 
the weekend was spending time with family 
and friends Saturday night,” said Sophie.

Simcha

Having Janis work 
with us on Sophie ’s 
bat mitzvah al lowed 

me to focus on 
enjoying the 

milestone,  Sophie ’s 
accomplishments, 
family and fr iends, 
as Janis made the 

process seamless and 
worry-free!

Sophie and her dad, Larry.
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No matter where I travel along the Florida coast – even 
living across the street from the beach in Lauderdale By 
The Sea – there is nowhere I’d rather pull up my chair 
and sit under the umbrella all day long with a good book.

There’s just something about the Emerald Coast beach 
at Henderson Park Inn that takes all the stress away. 
It’s my wake-up-in-the-morning-and stroll-over-
for-a-homemade-omelet kind-of-place. Where I 
sip my cup of coffee on the veranda taking in the soft 
ocean breeze while the sea grass blows gently with 
the rising sun. Where I go back for more – scones and 
muffins, biscuits, and maybe even a healthy dose of 
fruit – before heading back to my ocean-side room to 
change into my bathing suit for the day.

As I browse through the stack of books I’ve brought 
and have been meaning to get to, I make sure I’ve 
turned in my lunch order to the front desk. The box 
lunch will arrive by noon, so that I can either come up 
and sit on the deck or take it back down to my chair 
that I’ve claimed for the day.

As Larry urges me away from my reading to take a 
dip into the greenish, clear water to cool off for a bit, 
I stop to grab my camera. With each trip I intend to 
capture the beauty of everything around me. If we are 
lucky, we might see a crab or two, or the ripples in the 
sand might create a picture that I never want to forget.

It’s been almost five years since my last visit 
to Henderson Park Inn. In year’s past, we’ve 
celebrated my 55th birthday and many other happy 
anniversaries. This June marks our 17th anniversary. 
The Inn is calling my name. I can’t wait to drive up to 
the beautiful New-England style building, open the 
double doors of my balcony and breathe in the salty, 
summer air. Perhaps during the afternoon happy 
hour, we’ll hang out with a few of the couples we’ve 
met over the years, who also return each year to the 
place they were married or spent their honeymoons.

My plan someday is to share my hidden secret 
with my family, so that we can plan a celebration 
together. Henderson Park Inn offers so much 
more than a fabulous night’s sleep, incredible 
customer service and amenities. There are a host 
of wedding and simcha packages. Check them out 
at hendersonparkinn.com, connect with them on 
Facebook and Twitter and subscribe to innkeeper Ryan 
Olin’s newsletter. Once you’ve been there, I promise 
you’ll be back.

Henderson Park Inn
2700 Scenic Highway 98 

Destin, FL 32541  • 888-836-1105

Amenities

• 35 luxury rooms and suites
• �Wine, fresh grapes, flowers and 

romantic music playing upon arrival
• All-inclusive except for dinner
• On-site check-in 24 hours a day
• �Beach chairs, umbrellas and beach 

towels for use on-site
• Bicycles, helmets and chain locks
• Full breakfast buffet
• Boxed lunch
• Afternoon snack
• Complimentary sunset happy hour
• �Beach Walk Cafe (on site) open for 

dinner
• Free, high-speed internet access
• �Fully stocked beverage and snack 

community refrigerator
• �Meeting/Party Room, Small 

Conference Room for Weddings, 
Board Meetings and/or other 
activities

• �Complimentary shuttle service/
Northwest Florida Regional Airport 
(March through October)

• �Cable TV, DVD players, 
complimentary DVD check out

Henderson Park Inn…
Where Time Stands Still
By Susan C. Nieman

Destinations
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TICKETS: MemphisOpen.com
    855-307-1981

BOB AND MIKE BRYAN
15-TIME GRAND SLAM 
CHAMPIONS

KEI NISHIKORI
3-TIME DEFENDING 
CHAMPION

AT THE RACQUET CLUB OF MEMPHIS
FEBRUARY 6-14, 2016

KEEPING OUR  
JEWISH COMMUNITY  

CARED FOR, CONNECTED,  
AND ENGAGED

www.jcpmemphis.org 

901-767-7100

MAKE YOUR GIFT TODAY!
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If pictures are worth 1,000 words, then the large and still-growing 
collection of portraits by photographer John Pregulman must be worth 
millions of words. Words like courage, strength, survival, determination, 
passion, sorrow and tragedy come to mind. So what could be the focus 
of images that produce words like these? They would be the beautiful 
photographs of people from what’s known as the strongest generation – 
those of Holocaust survivors.

Since September of 2013, John, a native of Chattanooga, has traveled 
his way around the country and beyond to photograph elderly survivors. 
It started when John’s friend from their BBYO days reached out to 
him. Rick Hirschhautan, who, at the time, was the executive director 
of the Illinois Holocaust Museum in Skokie, asked John if he would 
come take pictures of several survivors there. (John was a professional 
photographer in New York back in the day before joining his family 
business in Chattanooga.)

Despite the museum not having a budget to pay for his services, John 

eagerly headed to Skokie where he shot portraits of 65 survivors. “I fell 
in love with these incredible people,” John says. “The amazing thing 
I found was that very few were negative or harbored hatred for the 
German people – most of them were very positive and freely talked about 
their experiences in hopes it can be prevented from happening again. I 
didn’t really ‘interview’ them, they just started talking and sharing their 
stories.”

From that Illinois experience alone, this portrait project blossomed as 
John began contacting other Holocaust museums, Federations and Jewish 
Family Services to see if he could provide his photography services to 
survivors in other cities. Now, 240 portraits and counting, John has been 
to Memphis, Orlando, Chicago, Denver, Cleveland, Chattanooga, Los 
Angeles, and even Tokyo, taking photos of survivors.

And he does all of this on his own dime. His travel expenses, 
photography equipment and printing costs come out of his pocket. 
He provides, totally free of charge, the photos to the survivors, their 

Kavod… 
Honoring Strength and 

Preserving Dignity
By Shoshana Cenker

From Left to Right: Bella Rubin, Bertha Sklar, Cipora Katz, Dysia Sonnenreich, Friderica Saharovici, Lonia Mosak, Paula Kelman, Gertrude Schlanger, 
Erika Sigel, Ted Winestone.
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Cary & 
Wendy 
Rotter

FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION!
901-752-1515 • 662-393-1110

EACH OFFICE INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

Keeping the  
Comforts  
of Home

Screened, Bonded  
& Insured

Personal Care
Light Housekeeping  

& Laundry

Transportation/Errands
Respite & 24-Hour Care
Homemaker Services
Meal Preparation
State Licensed

Live life on your terms! How does it sound to have 
housekeeping, meals and maintenance taken care 

of for you? Now throw in a vibrant list of activities 
to choose from or just sit in the library and read a 

good book. Life your way is what we provide 
at Town Village Audubon Park.

Check it out for yourself.
Call for a tour today! (901) 537-0002

950  Che r r y  Road   •   Memph i s ,  TN   38117

www.TownVillageAudubonPark.com

Change your address not your   
                           lifestyle.

families and the organizations that help him connect with survivors. “There 
is absolutely no commercial gain involved,” John explains. “I’m doing this 
because these photos help ensure that this generation is never forgotten – it’s 
simply to preserve the legacy and dignity of survivors.”

The U.S. Holocaust Museum estimates that the roughly 140,000 survivors 
alive in the United States have 10 to 15 years of life left. So he’s on a mission 
to photograph as many as he can and thankfully “it hasn’t let up,” he says. “I 
could shoot photos every day, going anywhere in the U.S. at this point.

“Many of the survivors I’ve photographed were in the Warsaw Ghetto or 
Auschwitz,” John says. “It’s interesting that most of them insisted on me 
photographing their numbered tattoos, they never wanted to hide that.”

When looking at these beautiful portraits, the survivors’ strength and struggle, 
resiliency and conflict are clearly evident. If their emotions could leap from 
the pages of these photos, you couldn’t help but feel the power from their 
experiences. I, personally, see and feel them in the portraits John took of my 
own Czechoslovakian survivor grandmother, Bubby Gertrude ‘Giti’ Schlanger, 
who survived Auschwitz among other camps. The incredible stories of survival 
John hears from survivors during their photo shoots are just as varied as their 
numbered tattoos, yet each is powerful and shocking in its own way.

“I got to be very good friends with Tzipora in Chicago,” John says of a survivor. 
“As a child, she and her parents hid in a well in the ground for two years – they 
never came out. In fact, her father actually passed away in that well and there 
was no way to get him out to bury him.

“In L.A., a survivor named Olga told me that she and her family were packed 
onto a train car heading to the camps with no food or water. She happened to 
be very tall with very long arms and when the train would stop, she says she 
was able to reach down through a hole in the floor and gab handfuls of grass 
from between the train tracks that she, her sister and mother ate to survive.

“A 90-year-old survivor in Denver, Bertha, insisted on making cookies for 
me when I met with her,” John says. “Then, she went over and grabbed two 
10-pound exercise dumbbell weights, lifted them over her head and said: ‘This 
is why Hitler didn’t get me; I’m a strong person!’”

From John’s portrait project, another endeavor was born – John’s nonprofit, 
“Kavod,” which means ‘dignity’ in Hebrew. “During the portrait project, I 
would hear from the organizations and people I met with that 10%-15% of 
survivors in the U.S. are living in poverty,” John says. “I thought that was 
unconscionable, especially after what they’ve been through. I just couldn’t 
live with that. So I started Kavod with the mission to raise money and provide 
emergency assistance for those who need it, so they can live their remaining 
years with dignity.”

Kavod has begun raising funds for survivors in need in Memphis. Their hope is 
to expand by offering aid to those in need in other communities in the South 
that don’t have a safety net for these people. “These survivors should not have 
to choose between eating or buying their medications,” John says. “There was 
a survivor in Memphis whose AC went out, and through Kavod, we were able to 
coordinate with Federation and Jewish Family Service – on a confidential basis 
– to help provide her some relief for that issue.”

John was in New Orleans in January for photo shoots of survivors there and 
plans to “keep taking pictures, raising money, and hopefully providing these 
amazing survivors some dignity as they live out their years.”

A website for Kavod is currently in the works, and all donations are tax 
deductible. To make a donation or request a photo session for a survivor, 
contact John at: 423.265.2288 or P.O. Box 427, Chattanooga, TN 37401.

Shoshana Cenker is a native Memphian, who recently moved back to Memphis 
from Atlanta. She’s a freelance writer, editor and marketing consultant for several 
organizations, print and digital publications. Her main focus is as the head writer 
and chief copy editor of a media content production company. She 
is thrilled to once again write for Jewish Scene Magazine; Shoshana 
was one of the magazine’s first writers when it began. She and her 
husband, Dovid, have twin boys, Aiden and Akiva, and a daughter, 
Lyla, and two dogs, Dreidel and Memphis. She can be reached at 
shoshcenker@hotmail.com.
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Kahane was selected from a pool of former high school and collegiate 
players from across the country including Los Angeles, Portland, St. 
Louis, Minnesota, Washington, D.C., Virginia, and New York. The United 
States Masters National Team is comprised of players age 35 and up and is 
coached by Glen Coblens.

“I was thrilled to be part of Team USA and Maccabi,” he said on the last 
day of The Games. “Representing the United States against top level 
athletes from across the globe made this event exciting; but competing 
at this highest level within an environment that encourages Jewish pride 
and strengthens Jewish bonds, made this a truly unique opportunity. To be 
able to combine my two loves is something really special.” 

Kahane joins University of Tennessee standouts, Dr. Ed Weiner and son 
Craig Weiner as Memphians with past and present ties to the Jewish 
games. Ed Weiner, a Tennessee and SEC legend and former NBA player 
earned a gold medal in the 1953 games, while son Craig Weiner, with UT in 
1979-80, earned a bronze medal in the 2000 games and a silver medal in 
the 2005 games.

This was Kahane’s first trip to South America and his first Pan American 
Maccabi appearance.

He was first approached by the chairman of the Maccabi Games to 
participate in the 2015 European Games in Berlin. Matters dictated 
against taking a masters division to those games but a few months later 
representatives reached out to him when the Pan American Team was 
being assembled.

“Obviously, I was thrilled to get the call.”

Team USA will fielded 22 teams made up of over 150 athletes from 26 
states and the District of Columbia. They include soccer, track, basketball, 
baseball, judo, swimming, karate, volleyball, golf and more. More than 
3,000 Jewish athletes from 30 countries attended.

His selection to play for the Pan Am Games comes on the heels of a 
successful 9th annual Cooper Yeshiva High School National Invitational 
Basketball Tournament held at the Jewish Community Center. As director 
and founder of that tournament, Kahane and the religious school bring 16 
of the top Jewish High School teams from North America to Memphis each 
year. In number it’s rivaled only by the YU tournament in New York.

Kahane, who played guard for the 1993-1997 Cooper Macs, now is a 
litigation Partner with Glankler Brown PLLC and serves on the boards of 
several local Jewish organizations and agencies. 

The World Maccabi Games, first held in 1932, are an international 
Jewish multi-sport event held quadrennially in Israel. It is the third-
largest sporting event in the world, with 9,000 athletes competing 
on behalf of 78 countries. The Maccabi games recognize all 28 current 
Olympic sports, plus many others. The Pan American Games are an 
international qualifier for the next World Maccabi Games to be held in 
Israel during the Summer 2017.

Team USA played five games in nine days winning a Silver medal against 
Gold medal winners, the host team of Chile.

Josh Kahane 
Joins USA 
National 

Basketball Team

By Mark Hayden
Photo courtesy Maccabi USA

 Josh Kahane was one of 10 players of the 2015 USA National Basketball team, which competed in the 13th Pan 
American Maccabi Games, December 28-January 4, in Santiago, Chile. 
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Mazel Tov

Babies

The Memphis Bar Foundation is the charitable 
arm of the Memphis Bar Association, providing 
grants that assist law-related projects, which 
further the MBA’s mission to promote social 
justice and legal education. Attorneys and 
judges are selected as Memphis Bar Foundation 
Fellows in recognition of their service to the legal 
profession and their adherence to the highest 
standards of professional ethics and conduct.

Salomon’s practice is focused primarily on 
estate planning, disability planning, asset 
protection, federal estate tax, gift tax, probate 
administration, trust administration, business 
planning and elder law. He is certified as an 
Estate Planning Specialist by the Estate Law 
Specialist Board, Inc.

About Harkavy Shainberg Kaplan & Dunstan

Harkavy Shainberg is a full-service law firm 
founded in 1963 that has developed a diverse 
client base, including individuals and family 
groups, sole proprietorships, financial 
institutions, large and small public and private 
corporations, partnerships, joint ventures, and 
limited liability companies. The firm’s clients 
include various business sectors such as banking, 
manufacturing, real estate lending, distribution 
services, health care, real estate development, 
real estate management, construction, 
communications, wholesale and retail businesses.

Memphis Bar Foundation Taps 

Jason D. Salomon 
as a Fellow

Jason D. Salomon, a member of the law firm of Harkavy Shainberg Kaplan & 
Dunstan LLP, has become a Fellow of the Memphis Bar Foundation. 

For more information, please contact:

Michael D. Kaplan at 901.866.5326, or 

mkaplan@harkavyshainberg.com
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L’Chayim

...It depends on the type of event you are hosting. 

Take these questions into consideration to prepare you for just 
about any circumstance.

• Is it a reception only?

• Is it a seated dinner or a buffet?

• �Is it actually multiple events, such as a family dinner, then a post-
ceremony party dinner with dancing?

• �What are the needs for the day following the event, will it be a 
Sunday, a day liquor stores are required by law to be closed?

Armed with the above information, you can then ask more questions.

• Do you plan on serving only wine, beer and soft drinks?

• Will you include a full or limited bar?

Once the ‘what are we serving’ question is answered, we can apply the 
‘rules of thumb.’

Basically the equivalent of a case of distilled spirits will serve 100 
people for a one-hour cocktail party; for hours two, three and four, 
you will likely need the equivalent of another a case in total. To add 
wine for dinner, figure 60 glasses per case and assume one and one-
half glass per person if there is wine service. For a buffet, figure just 
one glass per person.

Dividing the mix of vodka, gin, scotch, rum and bourbon is very 
subjective and can be influenced by the decision to have a ‘Signature 
Cocktail’ or not. The mix of red to white wine varies with the seasons 
and your menu.

If beer is also served, unless the host knows differently, we suggest 
one case of 24 standard cans or bottles per 75 guests.

You’ve set the date, chosen your Signature Cocktail and now you need to 
decide how much spirits, wine and beer you need to order. You don’t want 
to run out, but don’t want a lot left over either. This is a familiar question 

and an understandable sentiment. And the clear answer is…

“It depends...”

Gary Burhop owns Great Wines & Spirits located at 6150 
Poplar Avenue in Regalia, Memphis, Tenn., 38119 and invites 
your questions and patronage. Contact him at 901.682.1333 or 
garyburhop@greatwinesmemphis.com

Bottoms Up
By Gary Burhop 
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On The Sidelines

Mark Hayden is a freelance writer 
and has written for Jewish Scene 
for more than 9 years. If you 
know of any untold stories, please 
contact him at marktn67@gmail.

But hoping to represent today and tomorrow’s 
boxer is 26-year-old Dustin Fleischer. With a 
record of 5-0, the Monmouth Beach, New Jersey 
native, has a special drive or motivation to 
succeed: he hopes to be the first world champion 
who is the grandson of a Holocaust survivor.

“What I remember most about my 
grandfather was that he was happy that I was 
doing something I enjoyed,” he said of his role 
model. Fleischer’s grandfather narrowly escaped 
from a concentration camp and later became 
part of the Polish resistance. He lost most of his 
family during those terrible years and died just 
eight years ago.

He didn’t reveal much about those gruesome 
experiences to his grandson. But he did share 
the memories of the time he was shot three 
times, and how he and his fellow resistance 
comrades later happened upon and killed a band 
of Nazis.

“My Jewish identity and my grandfather’s 
story drive me,” says Fleischer. Known to 
his fans as The White Tiger, after his martial 
arts background, Fleischer proudly wears his 
grandfather’s chai pendant to the ring and 
carries a Star of David on his boxing trunks. 
His grandfather’s remarkable story continues 
to inspire him – he hopes all the way to a 
welterweight championship bout someday.

His drive to be the best travels through 
his father, as well. A one-time boxer with a 
4-2 record, Phil Fleischer owns a trucking 
business now, but has found time to serve as 
his son’s early trainer and now as his part-time 
cornerman. It‘s an arrangement that has well 
served them both – the younger Fleischer credits 

him for his fast start, while his dad’s efforts 
keep him connected to the game.

“Definitely, having my dad as my early 
trainer had its upside – he knows me better than 
anyone else, he’s been involved in my career 
longer than anyone – so he knows my mental 
approach,” says Fleischer. “At the same time 
we’re still father and son, and we bicker some. 
But when the fight’s on, he’s in my corner, and 
we do what we have to do.

“My dad was always there to push me when 
I was young. Looking back on it, everything 
was certainly positive,” he said of their unique 
father-son relationship. “He was always telling 
me to do my roadwork before I went to school. 
Sometimes I wanted to sleep in. And I may have 
yelled at him a time or two, but I’m really happy 
he made me do it.”

Those habits have shaped him into the fighter 
he is today. But the mental lessons he’s learned 
are just as important. Confidence in any athlete 
can’t be underestimated, and it’s something 
that is learned and conquered gradually.

It started early at age 5 when he was being 
bullied at school. Soon after he was introduced 
to the techniques of martial arts the bullying 
stopped. “My mom dressed me in these funny 
clothes with bow ties, suspenders and button-up 
shirts, so they kind of made fun of me,” he said.

Those skills he learned continue to reap 
benefits for him today especially in the boxing 
ring. Focus, discipline and sacrifice are crucial 
to winning. “You can be in the greatest shape 
in the world and be the most skilled athlete, 
but if you go into the ring scared and think 
that you might lose – chances are that you 

will,” he explained. 
“That mental tool is 
probably the best tool 
that I’ve got. I can 
move and box, I can 
stay in the middle of 
the ring or I can just 
be a brawler. I think I 
can fight any style.”

Some fans say that 
style reminds them 
of old-style boxing. 

Fleischer knows, however at this point in his 
young career, his game must continue to evolve 
and adapt.

Meantime his fan support has been 
overwhelming and a bit surprising – even to 
him. While he’s received notice from such 
Hollywood types as music mogul Jay-Z, Yankees 
pitcher C.C. Sabathia and actor Jake Gyllenhaal, 
he’s thrilled that he’s received big-time 
encouragement from his Jewish fans in Israel 
and France. His social media pages have been 
popular as well.

“Some fans send me messages that say 
that I inspire them,” he said. “That’s really 
awesome.”

His goal is to earn a championship fight 
within two years. “It’s my passion. I love what 
I do.”

Prize boxing is one sport where Jews haven’t had much of a presence. One has to go all the way back to Max 

Baer of the mid-1930s to find someone of note in the heavyweight field. Today, we have to visit Belarus-

born Yuri Foreman to find a Jewish boxer in the limelight of his career from Brooklyn, NY.

The White Tiger Draws 
Strength From Family

By Mark Hayden

Dustin Fleischer vs 
Frank Jordan 1.9.15 / 

Photo Getty Images

Dustin with his 
father, Phil.
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Chanukah Party

Children at our Barbara K. Lipman 
Early Learning Center rehearse for their 
Chanukah program.

Fay Rosenblum, Annie Prager and Joyce 
Binder

A girl soaks in the warmth and light of 
Chanukah.

Betty Cannon and Bart Cohen

Dorothy Hirsh and Barbara Kahn (l to 
r) prepare Chanukah meals that were 
given away.

Natalie Diamond, Gordon Stamm and 
Bob Meltzer

Well, latkes ARE delicious after all! Making Peanut Butter and Jelly 
Sandwiches with MHA students 

Memphis Jewish Home & Rehab

Anshei Sphard Beth El Emeth Sisterhood & Young Israel’s 
Annual Chanukah Dinner & Chanukah Play featuring 
Yehuda Potterstein and the Jug of Oil, Written by Tani 
Finkelstein and Directed by Meredith Wanderman.

Lighting the Chanukah candles
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Memphis 
JewishJewish
Community 
Center

Hanukkah with the ELCDecember Kabbalat Shabbat

Community Chanukah Party

Menorah Contest
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Alzheimer’s Day Services launched a new program, 
Yad l’Yad, at its Chanukah celebration, which 

included musical entertainment by the 4 Cantors, 
Ricky Kampf, David Julian, Aryeh Samberg, John 

Kaplan; and Claire Julian.

Latkes and Vodka at Dixon Gallery and Gardens

NCSY brought light and happiness to residents of 
Plough Towers by singing songs, playing dreidel, and 

sharing words of Torah. “It was so much fun! We 
definitely will be doing this more often, not only on 
Hanukkah,” said Eliana Schlessinger, NCSY Chapter 

Board Vice President of Chessed.

 Past Presidents lighting the Menorah at 60th 
Anniversary Celebration

Beth Sholom just wrapped up the 10th annual 
Holiday Gift Shop at Coleman Aspire School in 

Raleigh supplying 250 gifts for students to give to 
someone special.

Jewish Student Union Club members at White Station 
enjoy latkes, sufginiyot and a make-your-own-edible-

menorah contest. For more information about the 
JSU Club, please contact Shira Nachbar at 
Shiranachbar@ncsy.org or 901.609.9973. 

Memphis NCSYAlzheimer’s Day Services
Beth Sholom

Donnie Heitner & Kelly Trim, Joe & Billie Pierce

David Portnoy & Lisa Usdan

Larry Nieman & Murray Habbaz Morgan Cantor, Rebecca Bramlett & Shelby Peranich
Teresa Hurst, Stuart Rosenberg, Melinda Rosenberg & 
Mike Roberts

Jerome & Evelyn Makowsky Elaine & Alvin Gordon, Deborah & Ira Weinstein

Sheri Gadberry, Stacy Wagerman & Laura Linder
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Gift Guide

Hammered Brass Belt
Very popular with brides because they can swap 

the fabric in the back to perfectly match their dress, 
and then wear the belt after the wedding as well. 

bywaysofchange.com $150

Gurus
Inspired by a 5,000 year-old ancient, Indian design 

worn by Mahatma Gandhi, adjustable, eco-
friendly and fully sustainable – made from 100% 
vegan, biodegradable natural rubber and super 

comfortable. ilovegurus.com $30

Pink Moon Shea Butter Cream
Reminiscent of the Texas Pink Moon sky. Scent 

resembles raspberry with a hint of sugar. 
farmhousefreshgoods.com $30

For the Groomsmen
Custom Liquor Bottles

With over 100 bottles to choose from you can send 
Woodford Reserve Bourbon or Grey Goose Vodka 
and personalize each bottle with any message of 

your choice. spiritedgifts.com visit site for pricing.

Refractions Candlesticks by Fay Miller
Timeless wedding glass shard-filled vessels to 
remember your special day as you begin each 

Shabbat. TCliftonArt.com Groom’s glass with satin 
bag in a variety of colors $35 / Candlestick pair $360

Kan Bo Bangle
Inspired by the kan tan bo poles representing 
the sun at the peak, the moon in the middle, a 

sanctuary where eternal deities reside, followed 
by the streamers connecting heaven and earth. 

bywaysofchange.com $45

For the Bride, Bridesmaids or Flower Girls
Altruette’s stunning collection of necklaces, bracelets and charms 

simultaneously benefit charities around the world. Chose for the bride, 
bridesmaids or flower girls. Each charm reflects a cause and works with the 

nonprofit to pick the perfect symbol. Altruette.com 
Animal Collection $55, Shoe Charm silver $75/Gold $95

Wedding 
Gift  Guide

2016

Bridal packages 
10% off the full 

price.




